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TOP HITS
Profiting From Public Service
2008: Rubio Profited From No-Bid Employment Contracts From State Agencies During Budget Cutbacks. The
Sarasota Herald-Tribune reported that Rubio secured “no-bid employment contracts in 2008 at a public hospital and a state
university in Miami at a time when both agencies were cutting employees and slashing millions from their budgets… Florida
International University announced Rubio had been hired to teach political science classes and to do research part time for
$69,000 per year. The job was never publicly advertised. That year, the university cut 23 degree programs and 200 jobs.
Another 200 jobs were cut the next year.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/18/10]


Rubio Directed Millions To FIU During His Time As Speaker; Hired His FIU Supervisor As A Pollster.
According to the Herald-Tribune, Rubio “helped secure $15 million for a hurricane center, $11 million for a medical
school, $2.5 million for a student academic support center and millions more in other budget requests for FIU while he
was speaker of the House… After joining the FIU faculty, Rubio subsequently paid his boss, Dario Moreno, the professor
who helped get him hired, $12,000 to conduct polling for his U.S. Senate campaign. Moreno stopped working for Rubio
when the payment was reported in the media.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/18/10]

Rubio Secured A $20 Million Budget Allocation For Jackson Memorial Hospital, Then Earned $8,000-Per-Month As
Their Consultant. According to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, “About the same time [as his FIU contract], Rubio landed a
$8,000-per-month consulting contract with Jackson Memorial Hospital, Miami’s large public hospital, just months after he
helped secure an extra $20 million state budget allocation for the hospital during his speakership.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune,
9/18/10]
As A State Representative, Rubio Blended Personal And Political Spending; Disclosure Records “Sloppy, At Best”.
“When Rubio joined the Florida House of Representatives in 2000, he did not own a home, had few possessions and made
$72,000 as a lawyer,” the St. Petersburg Times reported in October 2010. “But he had $30,000 in ‘assorted credit and retail
debt’ (as described on his financial disclosure form) and in 2001 listed $165,000 in loans from the University of Florida and
University of Miami Law School. As Rubio climbed the ranks, he began to use little-noticed political committees to fund his
travel and other expenses and later had a Republican Party of Florida credit card. What emerged, records show, is a pattern of
blending personal and political spending. Over and over again Rubio proved sloppy, at best, in complying with disclosure
requirements.” [St. Petersburg Times, 10/22/10]
St. Petersburg Times/Miami Herald: Rubio Personally Benefitted From Campaign Funds, Spent “Big Money With
Little Scrutiny”. According to the St. Petersburg Times “Marco Rubio was barely solvent as a young lawmaker climbing his
way to the top post in the Florida House, but special interest donations and political perks allowed him to spend big money
with little scrutiny,” the St. Petersburg Times and Miami Herald reported in a March 2010 joint investigation. “About $600,000
in contributions was stowed in two inconspicuous political committees controlled by Rubio, now the Republican front-runner
for the U.S. Senate, and his wife.” [St. Petersburg Times, 3/13/10]


Rubio Began Accepting Contributions Before His Committee Was Authorized, Spent $85,000 In Office Costs
Despite Registering His Home As The Committee’s Address. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “Virtually
broke, the 31-year-old lawmaker began campaigning to be House speaker in 2003 and created a political committee —
Floridians for Conservative Leadership — to help elect other Republican candidates and curry their support. With his wife
serving as treasurer, Rubio did not wait for the state to authorize the committee before accepting campaign donations.
The committee listed its address as Rubio’s home, a modest place he and his wife bought in West Miami in 2002, but
reported spending nearly $85,000 in office and operating costs and $65,000 for administrative costs.” [St. Petersburg
Times, 10/22/10]



Rubio Failed To Disclose $34,000 In Expenses, Paid $14,000 To Relatives, And Billed $51,000 In Unidentified
Travel Expenses. According to the Times/Herald, “Rubio failed to disclose $34,000 in expenses — including $7,000 he
paid himself — for one of the committees in 2003 and 2004, as required by state law. One committee paid relatives nearly
$14,000 for what was incorrectly described to the IRS as ‘courier fees’ and listed a nonexistent address for one of them.
Another committee paid $5,700 to his wife, who was listed as the treasurer, much of it for ‘gas and meals.’ He billed more
than $51,000 in unidentified ‘travel expenses’ to three different credit cards — nearly one-quarter of the committee’s

entire haul. Charges are not required to be itemized, but other lawmakers detailed almost all of their committee expenses.”
[St. Petersburg Times, 3/13/10]


Rubio’s Committee Spent Minimal Amounts On Candidate Contributions, But Thousands On Operational And
Unidentified Travel Costs. According to the Times/Herald, “for 2003, the committee spent nearly $150,000 on
administrative and operating costs and $2,000 in candidate contributions. Over 18 months, only $4,000 went to candidates
other than Rubio, while similar political committees gave tens of thousands of dollars to candidates. Rubio spent the
biggest chunk of the committee’s money, $89,000, on political consultants, $14,000 in reimbursements to himself, and
more than $51,000 in credit card expenses. Records show those expenses were for food, lodging and airfare but do not
detail who was traveling or where expenses were incurred.” [St. Petersburg Times, 3/13/10]

Rubio’s Committee Accepted $50,000 From GOP Fundraiser Later Convicted Of Corruption. According to the St.
Petersburg Times, “Altogether, the [Floridians for Conservative Leadership] committee collected $228,000 in donations,
including $30,000 from the Florida Crystals sugar corporation, $10,000 from U.S. Sugar, and $50,000 from a political group
run by Republican fundraiser Alan Mendelsohn, a Broward County eye doctor indicted last year on corruption charges, who
has also donated to Crist.” [St. Petersburg Times, 3/13/10]


2011: Mendelsohn Was Sentenced To Four Years In Prison. According to the Miami Herald, “U.S. District Judge
William Zloch slammed a respected Broward County physician with a four-year prison sentence on Wednesday, sending a
strong message against the corrupting influence of special-interest lobbyists who raise millions for politicians in
Tallahassee — in exchange for favors… Mendelsohn was the key figure in a public corruption and tax case that saw him
secretly divert $700,000 from campaign donations and other income to himself, his family and his mistress. He did not
report that money to the IRS.” [Miami Herald, 6/1/11]

Rubio’s Personal Income Rose With His Ascent In House Leadership; His Employers Did Legal Work For Florida
Legislature. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “As he accumulated power, Rubio’s income also grew. The $72,000 he
made as a lawyer in 2000 climbed to $92,000 in 2003 then rose dramatically to $270,000 a year later, when he locked down the
race to become House speaker. During the time, he was employed by three separate law firms. In 2005, Rubio got a $300,000
job with Broad and Cassel, a large Miami firm that had done millions of dollars of legal work for the Florida House.” [St.
Petersburg Times, 10/22/10]
2010: Rubio Missed Five Months Of Mortgage Payments On Tallahassee Property, Faced Foreclosure. According to
the Palm Beach Beach post “Republican U.S. Senate candidate Marco Rubio is facing foreclosure on a Tallahassee house after
missing five months of mortgage payments, according to a lawsuit filed in Leon County Circuit Court. But Rubio’s campaign
spokesman said Rubio and David Rivera, a U.S. House candidate from Miami who co-owns the home with Rubio, have paid
$9,200 owed to Deutsche Bank and the foreclosure has been withdrawn.” [Palm Beach Post, 6/17/10]


Rubio Refused To Answer How David Rivera Helped Pay Their Mortgage. “[David] Rivera has been stung by
reports in the Miami Herald that the U.S. Agency for International Development has no record of his employment,
contrary to the sworn financial disclosure forms he filed as a state legislator… Rivera and Rubio co-own a home in
Tallahassee that was the subject of a foreclosure lawsuit earlier this year after the mortgage went unpaid for five months,
according to court documents. The matter was settled. Asked how Rivera earns money to help pay the mortgage, Rubio
said, ‘You need to ask him.’” [Miami Herald, 10/21/10]

Questionable Home-Equity Loan
2008: Rubio Failed To Disclose A $135,000 Home-Equity Loan From His Supporters’ Bank. According to the Miami
Herald, “State House Speaker Marco Rubio abruptly amended his financial disclosure forms Friday after The Miami Herald
asked why they lacked a $135,000 home-equity loan he obtained from a bank controlled by his political supporters. Rubio and
his wife bought the West Miami home for $550,000 in December 2005, with a $55,000 down payment. A month later, Rubio
qualified for the loan from Miami-based U.S. Century Bank because an appraisal valued the home far higher than the purchase
price: $735,000. Real-estate experts said the deal - on which Rubio gained $185,000 in equity in just 37 days - was unusual. But
the 36-year-old Republican said Friday that it was all above board, that he obtained no special favors and that the failure to
disclose the loan was just ‘an oversight.’ ‘There’s nothing unusual about the loan or the application,’ Rubio said. ‘They went
out and ordered the appraisal . . . They said I qualified for $135,000. I took the equity line.’” [Miami Herald, 3/29/08]



Loan Was Granted After An Unusual Bank Appraisal Abruptly Increased Rubio’s Home Value. According to the
Miami Herald, “Rubio said the appraisal was legitimate, considering the heady days of Miami’s real estate boom, but
experts aren’t so sure. ‘It looks a lot like somebody’s currying favor with an important political person,’ said Michael
Cannon, a market analyst and executive director of Integra Realty Resources-Miami whose real estate column appears in
The Miami Herald. ‘People off the street don’t get this deal because he just purchased the property for $550,000. If it is a
true equity loan, there has to be equity in the house to make the loan.’ Though U.S. Century Bank’s appraiser anticipated
Rubio’s new house was worth far more than the purchase price, none of the homes of similar size within a half-mile sold
for any more than Rubio paid for his, according to home sales data from a year before to a year after he bought the house.
Rubio provided The Herald a copy of the January 2006 appraisal. Because it was a new home, the appraisal says sales
prices near the Rubio home ‘do not reflect current market conditions as these were purchased at preconstruction prices
prior to price increases in the area, thus these comparable were not used.’ The appraiser, Fidel Petisco of Alliance
Appraisal Corp., then compared the home to newer homes located between a mile and a mile and a half away. Petisco
could not be reached for comment Friday.” [Miami Herald, 3/29/08]



U.S. Century Bank Board Included Rubio Supporters. According to the Miami Herald “Rubio said he went to U.S.
Century Bank, whose board of directors includes such South Florida political heavyweights as developer Sergio Pino,
lobbyist Rodney Barreto and consultant Jose Cancela, because his sister had a favorable experience with the bank that
same year… Cancela has been deeply involved with Floridians for Property Tax Reform, a group that has gotten behind
Rubio’s efforts to push for property-tax cuts. Rubio himself has raised money for the organization, which also helped
push for a constitutional amendment to cap property taxes.” [Miami Herald, 3/29/08]



Rubio: “Every Bank Has Politically Powerful People”. According to the Miami Herald, “Rubio pointed out that it’s
no surprise that powerful and connected people, like Pino or Cancela, run the bank where he got the loan because ‘every
bank has politically powerful people on their board.’” [Miami Herald, 3/29/08]

Florida GOP Credit Card Scandal
Rubio Charged Over $100,000 On His Republican Party Of Florida Credit Card Between 2006 – 2008, Mostly For
Travel And Meals. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “In 2005, Rubio had access to a new source of campaign money:
state GOP credit cards. He charged more than $100,000 from November 2006 to November 2008, much of it for travel
expenses and meals. Rubio has insisted that the vast majority of those charges were for GOP business, and he directly paid off
any personal expenses, though after a St. Petersburg Times/Miami Herald report, Rubio agreed to pay the party $2,400 for
plane tickets he said he mistakenly double-billed. He has refused to release his party credit card records from 2005 and 2006.
[St. Petersburg Times, 10/22/10]
2010: Rubio’s RPOF Credit Card Usage Led To IRS Investigation. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “The IRS
opened the so-called ‘primary” investigation into Rubio, the leading Republican candidate for Florida’s open U.S. Senate seat,
and the two former state GOP officials to see if there’s enough evidence to support a full-fledged criminal inquiry, according
to a source familiar with the IRS examination… At this stage of the IRS investigation, agents are looking at federal tax records,
state financial disclosure forms and other documents to see whether Rubio, [ex-state party chairman Jim] Greer and [ex-party
executive director Delmar] Johnson may have personally benefited from using their GOP American Express cards without
reporting or paying taxes on additional income.” [St. Petersburg Times, 4/21/10]


Rubio Denied His RPOF Personal Expenses Counted As “Income”. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “Rubio
campaign adviser Todd Harris said Tuesday that the former lawmaker from Miami has not been contacted by any federal
investigators. ‘There is absolutely nothing to this,’ he said. ‘Anyone who is looking into it or investigating will quickly
come to the same conclusion.’… Asked during his campaign bus tour last week if he needed to amend his tax returns to
reflect any party money that covered his personal expenses, Rubio said, ‘We don’t believe it’s income. It’s not. . . .
Whatever the law is, we’re going to comply, but I don’t think it’s income.”’ [St. Petersburg Times, 4/21/10]



Rubio Claimed He Had Not Contacted By Federal Investigators As Of April 2010. “The Miami Herald/St.
Petersburg Times, citing unnamed sources, reported that investigators are looking into credit card use for a number of
GOP leaders in Florida to determine if they were used for personal expenses. Rubio had a party-issued credit card for

about four years, while he was an elected official. ‘I have not been contacted and don’t know anything about any potential
inquiries, but I welcome the chance to set the record straight once and for all,’ Rubio said.” [The Associated Press,
4/21/10]
Former State Party Chairman’s 2012 Corruption Trial Could Reveal Further Details Of Rubio’s RPOF Spending.
According to the Miami Herald, “When former Florida Republican Party Chairman Jim Greer goes on trial next year on
charges of fraud and money laundering, plenty of prominent politicians might squirm as the inner workings of the party are
exposed… Current and former state legislators, including U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, could see their free-wheeling spending of
state party money put back on display.” [Miami Herald, 12/20/11]
Rubio Double-Billed RPOF And Taxpayers For Eight Plane Tickets Worth Nearly $3,000. “U.S. Senate candidate
Marco Rubio admitted Friday that he double-billed state taxpayers and the Republican Party of Florida for eight plane tickets
when he was speaker of the Florida House. Calling the billing a mistake, Rubio said in a written statement that he will repay
the party about $3,000 to cover the flights because the trips in 2007 were for state business, not politics… He said his travel
was arranged by a travel agency and his staff, and that the agency on several occasions applied charges to his party credit card
instead of his personal one. Then staffers unknowingly sought reimbursement for the same flights from the state, Rubio said,
though he personally signed off on each voucher.” [St. Petersburg Times, 2/27/10]


Rubio Defended Flight Expenses For His Wife, Calling Her The “First Lady Of The Florida House”. “Rubio
also booked six plane tickets for his wife using his GOP credit card. It was unclear how many, if any, of those trips his
wife actually took; in some instances, she did not fly and Rubio was credited by the airline. “My wife was the first lady of
the Florida House of Representatives, and it is absolutely appropriate for her to accompany me to official events and party
functions,” Rubio said.” [St. Petersburg Times, 2/25/10]

Rubio’s Dubious RPOF Expenses Included Computer Supplies, Groceries, Car Repairs. “U.S. Senate candidate Marco
Rubio charged grocery bills, repairs to the family minivan and purchases from a wine store less than a mile from his West
Miami home to the Republican Party of Florida while he was speaker of the Florida House, according to records obtained by
the St. Petersburg Times/Miami Herald... Charges covered by the party as political expenses include: $765 at Apple’s online
store for ‘computer supplies,’ $25.76 from Everglades Lumber for ‘supplies,’ $53.49 at Winn-Dixie in Miami for ‘food,’ $68.33
at Happy Wine in Miami for ‘beverages” and ‘meal,’ $78.10 for two purchases at Farm Stores groceries in suburban Miami,
$412 at All Fusion Electronics, a music equipment store in Miami, for ‘supplies.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 2/25/10]
PolitiFact: Rubio “Mostly False” On Claim That RPOF Charges Were Made “With My Money”. “To recap, Rubio
said the charges were made with ‘my money.’ […] But the fact that there were purchases that appear to be personal, and were
paid for by the Republican Party, undercuts his claim. And although the card was under his name, American Express says that
in general -- as long as a cardholder isn’t violating the rules set out by the company -- it is the company (in this case the party)
that is liable for the charges. And the cardholder (in this case Rubio) won’t have his credit rating affected if the bill is not paid
on time. So there’s little evidence that it was ‘his money,’ but more that it was really the party’s. We rate his claim Barely True.”
[PolitiFact Florida, 3/11/10]
Republican Consultant Said Rubio Admitting Charging Thousands Of Dollars In Personal Home Remodeling
Expenses On RPOF Card. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “a Republican political consultant and former vocal
Rubio supporter says Rubio told him he had charged thousands of dollars in home remodeling expenses on his state GOP
American Express card. ‘I raised the issue very casually, “Are there any issues you need to worry about that could cause you a
problem?” The biggest concern of his was this charge of $4,000 to $5,000 for a kitchen flooring renovation in his house that
he said somehow wound up on his (party) credit card,’ said Chris Ingram of Tampa, adding that Rubio assured him he had
paid for that charge.” [St. Petersburg Times, 9/24/10]


Rubio Refused To Answer Direct Questions On His Personal Home Flooring Expenses. “When Marco Rubio sat
down with the Times-Union editorial board yesterday, we asked questions about his Republican Party of Florida credit
card statements that have been the subject of much speculation… Q: ‘I’d like a yes or no answer. Did you ever use your Republican
Party of Florida credit card to purchase flooring for your home?’ A: ‘Look, I’ve already addressed these credit card questions. The
bills came to my home and I always wrote a check for personal expenses.’ Q: ‘But did you ever use the card to purchase flooring for
your home?’ A: ‘If there was an accident, any time there was something on there that was personal, I promptly paid out of
my own pocket.’” [Florida Times-Union, 9/24/10]

Rubio Charged $10,000 To A Republican Party Of Florida Credit Card For A Family Reunion. “The cost for Marco
Rubio’s four-day family reunion just north of the Florida-Georgia line: more than $10,000, billed to the Republican Party of
Florida. When The Miami Herald and The St. Petersburg Times asked about the charges last month, Rubio blamed his travel
agent for mistakenly using his party credit card to reserve the 20 hotel rooms, and said he collected checks from relatives to
cover the charges. ‘I paid for the entire personal charge,’ Rubio said in a statement. ‘The Republican Party of Florida never
paid for any of it.’” [The Buzz, St. Petersburg Times, 3/23/10]

Taxes
PolitiFact: Rubio “False” On Claim He Never Voted For A Tax Increase. “Though [Rubio] claims to have never voted
for a tax increase, we found that he has several times,” PolitiFact Florida reported in November 2009. “First, as a
commissioner in West Miami when he approved an increase in property tax collections, then as a state legislator when he
voted year after year for budgets that forced school districts statewide to collect more property taxes. School districts were
simply the middleman, in charge of collecting the money, but they did it at the behest of legislators. Maybe the votes could be
considered appropriate. Or reasoned. Or even necessary. But they were votes to raise taxes -- and he did say ‘never.’ We rate
his claim False.” [PolitiFact Florida, 11/25/09]

SALES TAX INCREASE
Rubio Proposed Increasing The Sale Tax By 2.5% To Pay For A Property Tax Break For Homeowners. “Rubio’s
biggest test as speaker would come as the soaring Florida housing market caused property taxes to increase sharply, swelling
local government coffers. Rubio played the issue masterfully, offering a ‘tax swap’ proposal that cast him as a bold thinker and
using speaking engagements across the state to cultivate name recognition and generate news coverage. The tax swap called for
increasing the sales tax rate by 2.5 percent while eliminating property taxes on primary homes. The hot-button issue afforded
Rubio his first and strongest platform to draw a distinction with Crist, who pushed more populist ideas such as doubling the
homestead exemption. Yet, in the end, Rubio acquiesced to Crist and the more cautious Senate, which rejected his plan as a $9
billion tax increase, despite greater property tax savings. ‘The poor are going to get poorer and the rich are going to get richer,’
former Sen. Dan Webster, a conservative icon, said at the time. He flatly refused the idea. ‘I’m not into raising taxes. They are.’
By ‘they,’ he meant Rubio, who hammered away at the idea to the private discomfort of some House Republicans. Time and
again, Rubio’s big ideas lost out to the Senate, showing the limits of his influence even as he got credit for pushing the
debate.” [St. Petersburg Times, 11/8/09]

PAYROLL TAX CUT
Rubio Voted to Kill Extension of Payroll Tax Cut. In 2011, Rubio voted against a Reid motion to proceed to a bill to extend
the payroll tax cut through 2012 and pay for it with a surtax on millionaires. According to Congressional Quarterly Today,
“First, the Senate turned back, 51-49, a motion to proceed to a bill offered by Bob Casey, D-Pa., (S 1917), that would pay for
an extension and expansion, from 2 percent to 3.1 percent, of the payroll tax reduction in current law by levying a surtax on
income in excess of $1 million a year.” [Roll Call 219, S 1917, 12/01/2011; Congressional Quarterly Today, 12/1/11]

PROPERTY TAXES
2007: Rubio Approved State Budget That Hiked Local Property Taxes By $326 Million. According to the Palm Beach
Post, “both Rubio and [former Governor Charlie] Crist played a role in increasing property taxes the state uses to pay for
public schools. While Rubio and Crist pushed competing tax reforms in 2007, they both signed off on a state budget that
hiked local property taxes by $326 million beyond the increase generated by new construction…During Rubio’s nine years in
the legislature, the state increased its reliance on property taxes from 36 percent of the state K-12 budget in 2001 to 48 percent
in 2008.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/27/10]
As A City Commissioner, Rubio Repeatedly Supported Property Tax Hikes, Doubled Garbage Collection Fees. “As
a West Miami commissioner in 1998 and 1999, Rubio cast at least five specific votes to support increasing property tax

collections,” the Palm Beach Post reported in March 2010. “He also voted to double garbage fees to $250 per residential
customer.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/27/10]


Rubio Backed 1.4 Percent Property Tax Increase In 1998, 5.5 Percent Increase In 1999. According to the Post, “As
one of five West Miami commissioners… [Rubio] ‘seconded’ the motion to set the property tax rate in four of his five
votes on the property tax rate. Both years the city manager explained to Rubio and the commissioners that despite holding
the tax rate even, they would have to identify their vote as a ‘tax increase.’ In 1998, that meant a 1.4 percent increase for
homeowners. In 1999, it was a 5.5 percent increase, or more than twice the rate of inflation that year.” [Palm Beach Post,
3/27/10]

AUTOMOTIVE TAXES
Rubio Voted for Rental Car Tax. On May 3, 2006, Rubio voted for the bill that revises matching requirements for revenue
bonds issued for fixed-guideway transportation systems. According to the Associated Press, the bill would “allow voters in
Florida counties to increase the daily surcharge on rental cars from $2 to $4, a top priority for central Florida’s effort to build
its way out of gridlock. Orlando-area planning officials would like to get the issue on the ballot in Orange, Osceola and
Seminole Counties, in an effort to add about $40 million a year to the region’s road building coffers.” [Associated Press,
5/3/06; CS/SB 1350 - Dept. of Transportation; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/23/06]
Rubio Voted for Parking Fees. On December 6, 2001, Rubio voted for the bill that ratifies any municipal ordinance
imposing a parking surcharge. This bill ratifies actions taken by local governments pursuant to specified provision. The Miami
Herald reported that “according to the new version of the surcharge law, up to 80 percent of surcharge revenue could be used
to reduce property taxes for Miami property owners. The rest would be used to beef up the city’s reserves and fund capital
improvement projects.” [Miami Herald, 11/2/01; SB 64 - Local Government/ Financial Emergency; Florida Senate Staff
Analysis, 12/3/01]
Rubio Voted for City Parking Fees. On October 30, 2001, Rubio voted for the bill that authorizes the governing authority
of any municipality having a resident population of 300,000 or more on or after April 1, 1999, which has been declared in a
state of financial emergency, to impose the discretionary parking surcharge. According to the Miami Herald, “A change in the
parking surcharge law approved by the state Legislature this week seems likely to relieve the financial problems created for the
city of Miami when a court struck down the surcharge earlier this year. Lawmakers in Tallahassee on Tuesday changed a few
words of the law to make it constitutional. If the legislation is signed by Gov. Jeb Bush, the surcharge, which has been in legal
limbo since this summer, will be revived. The 20 percent tax on all parking facilities in the city brings in revenues of about $15
million a year.” [Miami Herald, 11/2/01; SB 54 - Financial Emergency/ Local Government; Florida Senate Staff Analysis,
10/22/01]

K-12 Education
Rubio Opposed Federal Stimulus For School Funding. “Gov. Charlie Crist welcomed yesterday’s news of $26 billion in
new federal aid for schools and states (story here on Florida’s $1.3 billion cut). Today, Republican U.S. Senate candidate Marco
Rubio tells the Buzz he would have voted against the package. ‘We all support teachers and education,” Rubio said. “But our
government can not continue borrowing and spending money as if there are no consequences. More government bailouts are
not the way to create lasting jobs. And raising taxes only adds to the climate of uncertainty that remains an obstacle to job
creation.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 8/11/10]
Rubio Voted for “The Biggest cut To Public Schools in Florida History” Which Was $7 Billion Over Four Years. On
June 14, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that would set rate limits for local government ad valorem taxes, most notably the
property tax. According to the Miami Herald, the constitutional amendment to the homestead exemption would allow “people
to pay taxes on just $50,000 of the first $200,000 in market-based assessed value and $255,000 of the next $300,000 for their
homestead. But those savings would cut $9 billion to $16 billion from local governments over four years. About 40 percent is
from schools.” The St. Petersburg Times reported that “what Republicans call the largest tax cut in Florida history, Democrats
call the biggest cut to public schools in Florida history, or $7-billion over four years (a bigger homestead exemption means

more money for you but less money for cities, counties and schools.)” [Miami Herald, 6/17/07; St. Petersburg Times,
6/17/07; HB 1B – Ad Valorem Taxation; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 6/13/07]
Rubio Passed A $66.2 Billion Budget That Included $4 Million In Cuts To Schools And Medicaid. “Lawmakers
fulfilled their only constitutional mandate by passing a $66.2 billion balanced budget that reflected a spiraling economy and
plunging state revenues. It also reflected an election-year pledge by Republican leaders not to raise taxes and a staunch refusal
to go along with Democratic demands to close sales tax loopholes for special interests or dig deeper in state reserves, including
a $1.3 billion ‘rainy day’ fund set aside for emergencies. The result was more than $4 billion in budget cuts that mostly targeted
school children and Medicaid patients. The spending plan left most state workers, except for 1,500 state troopers, without a
pay raise. It also cut per-student spending in public schools by 1.8 percent and promises to sock community college and
university students with a 6 percent tuition increase. ‘The budget of the state of Florida was balanced, it was balanced without
raising taxes, without using gambling money, which was a priority of the House,’ Rubio declared after the ceremonial drop of a
handkerchief that signals the end of legislative sessions.” [The News-Press, 5/3/08]

Higher Education
Rubio’s Passed 2008 Budget Included A 6% Hike In State Tuition. “Rep. Ray Sansom, R-Destin, and Sen. Lisa Carlton,
R-Osprey, signed off on the budget deal at 4 p.m. without leaving any issues on the table for the GOP leaders, House Speaker
Marco Rubio of West Miami and Senate President Ken Pruitt of Port St. Lucie, to resolve. The last-minute agreement includes
a 5 percent pay increase for state troopers and a 5 percent pay cut for legislators. The budget includes a 6 percent hike in
community college and university tuition.” [Palm Beach Post, 4/28/08]
Rubio Voted for Budget Cuts and Tuition Hikes. On May 1, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that provides moneys for
annual period beginning July 1, 2008, & ending June 30, 2009, to pay salaries, & other expenses, capital outlay - buildings, &
other improvements, & for other specified purposes of various agencies of state government. According to the St. Petersburg
Times, “for universities and community colleges, they are recommending a 6 percent tuition hike for Florida undergraduates
that Crist says he will approve for fall 2008. Meanwhile, a ‘differential tuition’ approved last year for the University of South
Florida will allow officials to charge up to 30 percent more to new undergraduates on the main campus. UF, Florida State
University and likely the University of Central Florida and Florida International University also will be able to charge a
differential. The revenue will help universities that lost tens of millions of dollars because of the state budget deficit, but
college classrooms will be more crowded and the course offerings more scarce.” The St. Petersburg Times adds, “Everglades
Budget appropriates $50 million, half of last year’s total.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/4/08; HB 5001 – Appropriations; Florida
House of Representatives]
The Rubio Backed Budget Included A Five Percent Tuition Hike. On the budget that was passed during the October
special session, “Here’s what has been agreed to by both the House and Senate: A 5 percent tuition hike in January for all
community college and university students.” [The Miami Herald, 10/6/07]
Rubio Voted to Cut Spending by Making Tuition Increases Permanent. On October 12, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill
that would make permanent a tuition hike from a previous bill (SB 2C). “Florida’s budget could shrink by about $1.1 billion
and college students may pay higher tuition due to legislation passed Friday in response to a shortfall in tax revenue blamed
mainly on a housing slump,” the Associated Press reported. The bill “would make the [5% tuition] increase permanent and
then require automatic annual increases linked to inflation, which has been running at about 3 percent. […] The measure also
would allow university boards of trustees to add a fee to pay for computers and other technology of up to 5 percent of tuition
starting in the 2009-10 school year.” [CS/SB 8C – Tuition and Fees for Higher Education [FPCC]; Associated Press State and
Local Wire, 10/12/07]

Immigration
2011: Rubio Took Hard Line Stance On Immigration After U.S. Senate Election... “[S]ince stepping onto the national
stage last year, Rubio has taken a hard right turn on immigration that could drive away the very Hispanic voters Republicans
need to win the White House in 2012. Hispanic and immigration activists had held out hope that with the election behind him,
Rubio might return to some of the more moderate positions he staked out as a state lawmaker. Instead, they’re now seething

after Rubio hardened his opposition to the DREAM Act and continues to repeat the harsh rhetoric of the right wing,
dismissing anything other than border and workplace enforcement as “amnesty” for illegal immigrants. The backlash has
intensified in recent days after Rubio reiterated his positions on immigration in a national Spanish-language interview, leading
some Hispanic leaders to accuse him of placing his political ambitions above the needs of his community.” [POLITICO,
5/23/11]

Embellished Autobiography
Washington Post: Rubio’s “Compelling Family Story Embellishes Facts,” Parents Emigrated From Cuba Earlier
Than Previously Claimed. ”During his rise to political prominence, Sen. Marco Rubio frequently repeated
a compelling version of his family’s history that had special resonance in South Florida,” the Washington Post reported in
October 2011. “He was the ‘son of exiles,’ he told audiences, Cuban Americans forced off their beloved island after ‘a thug,’
Fidel Castro, took power. But a review of documents — including naturalization papers and other official records — reveals
that the Florida Republican’s account embellishes the facts. The documents show that Rubio’s parents came to the United
States and were admitted for permanent residence more than two-and-a-half years before Castro’s forces overthrew the Cuban
government and took power on New Year’s Day 1959.” [Washington Post, 10/20/11]


On A Local Television Station Interview Rubio Stated That His Parents Came In 1959. KATHY FOUNTAIN:
“Let me ask you about - your father came here from Cuba?” RUBIO: “My parents both did, yes.” FOUNTAIN: “They
came here from Cuba.” RUBIO: “In 1959.” [WTVT-Fox 13, marcorubio2010 YouTube, 7/24/09]



On Fox Business Rubio Claimed That His Parents Arrived In The United States In 1959. RUBIO: “I believe
limited government has made America the most prosperous people in the history of the world. And I think that the
direction that we’re now going in Washington, D.C., would make us more like the rest of the world, and not like the
exceptional nation that my parents found when they came here from Cuba in 1959, and the nation they worked in so hard
so that I could inherit.” [America’s Nightly Scoreboard, Fox Business, 11/3/09]



On Fox News Rubio Claimed That His Parents Arrived In The United States In “‘58. ‘59.” RUBIO: “My parents
and grandparents came here from Cuba in ‘58, ‘59.” [Hannity, Fox News, 2/18/10]



Rubio’s Official Senate Biography Stated That His Parents Came To The United States After Castro’s Takeover
Of Cuba. Prior to the Washington Post’s report, Rubio’s official U.S. Senate biography stated that, “In 1971, Marco was
born in Miami to Cuban-born parents who came to America following Fidel Castro’s takeover.” [Rubio Senate Biography,
Accessed 10/20/11]

Rubio Changed His Official Senate Biography To Reflect 1956 Date. According to the Washington Post, “Following an
article in the Washington Post stating that the senator had embellished the story of his family’s arrival from Cuba to the
United States, Sen. Marco Rubio’s Senate Web site biography has now been changed… as of Friday night, the day the
Post story was published and about 24 hours after he conceded it was inaccurate, the senator updated the second sentence of
his Web site biography to clarify that his parents arrived in the U.S. in 1956. ‘Marco was born in Miami in 1971 to Cuban
exiles who first arrived in the United States in 1956,’ says the new Web site bio.” [The Washington Post, 10/22/11]
Rubio Op-Ed: Family Traveled Back To Cuba “Several Times” To “Assess The Prospect Of Returning Home”. In
an editorial for POLITICO, Rubio wrote, “I now know that [my parents] entered the U.S. legally on an immigration visa in
May of 1956. Not, as some have said before, as part of some special privilege reserved only for Cubans. They came because
they wanted to achieve things they could not achieve in their native land. And they stayed because, after January 1959, the
Cuba they knew disappeared. They wanted to go back — and in fact they did. Like many Cubans, they initially held out hope
that Castro’s revolution would bring about positive change. So after 1959, they traveled back several times — to assess the
prospect of returning home.” [POLITICO, 10/21/11]
Rubio Claimed His Family ”Wanted To Live In Cuba Again”… According to the Washington Post, “Rubio’s office
confirmed Thursday that his parents arrived in the United States in 1956 but noted that ‘while they were prepared to live here
permanently, they always held out the hope and the option of returning to Cuba if things improved.’ They returned to Cuba
several times after Castro came to power to ‘assess the situation with the hope of eventually moving back,’ the office said in a

statement. In a brief interview Thursday, Rubio said his accounts have been based on family lore. ‘I’m going off the oral
history of my family,’ he said. ‘All of these documents and passports are not things that I carried around with me.’ He said of
his parents: ‘They were from Cuba. They wanted to live in Cuba again. They tried to live in Cuba again, and the reality of what
it was made that impossible.’” [Washington Post, 10/20/11]


…But Immigration Documents Showed Rubio’s Parents Intended To Stay In The U.S.
“Permanently”. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “On May 18, 1956, Mario and Oriales Rubio walked into the
American consulate in Havana and applied for immigrant visas. The form asked how long they intended to stay in the
United States. ‘Permanently,’ Mr. Rubio answered… The Rubios filled out applications for immigrant visas and alien
registration, not tourist visas. ‘That expresses an intention to remain indefinitely,’ said Joseph Reina, an immigration lawyer
in Dallas. Documents show Mr. Rubio was sponsored by his sister-in-law, already living in Miami, who signed an affidavit
in 1956 stating the family was ‘desirous of entering the United States of America as permanent residents.’” [St. Petersburg
Times, 10/25/11]

NPR: Narrative In Rubio’s POLITICO Op-Ed “Dramatically Different” From 2009 Version. NPR reported that
Rubio told “All Things Considered” host Robert Siegel that his mother and siblings had returned to Cuba to help care for his
grandfather while his father had remained in the US: “RUBIO: My grandfather, who was already had been stricken with polio
when he was a young man, had an accident - he was hit by a bus. And in Cuba at the time, I mean, when you were in the
hospital they didn’t have like, you know, meals or anything. Yourfamily had to bring the food and they had to take care of you.
So, my mom went back with my sister and my brother to take care of her father in 1960. And my dad stayed behind,
working.” [NPR, 10/24/11]


NPR: Rubio Said In 2009 His Mother Left Cuba Because “The Time Came To Come Home,” Not To Escape
Communism. ”There are other apparent discrepancies in Rubio’s statement posted on his website,” NPR reported. “He
says that after a few weeks in Cuba it became clear to his mother that, quote, ‘the change happening in Cuba was not for
the better, it was communism,’ which is why his mother decided in March of 1961 to return permanently to the United
States with his siblings. Again, that’s at odds with what Rubio told Robert Siegel two years ago. RUBIO: When the time
came to come home, the Cuban government would let her. So, my dad was here in Miami working and desperate, because
his family - they would let my sister come because she was a U.S. citizen, but they wouldn’t let my brother and my mom
come. And they would go to the airport every day for nine months waiting to be let go, and then finally were able to come.
So, it was very frightening. And I think that’s what they do for sure that that’s not the place they wanted to be.”
[NPR, 10/24/11]

State Capitol Renovations
2006: After Becoming Speaker, Rubio Spent $2.5 Million In Taxpayer Funds Remodeling His Offices And Raising
Staff Salaries. According to the Miami Herald, “After promising to ‘redefine the culture of politics in Florida,’ state House
Speaker Marco Rubio has taken charge like many of his predecessors: spending tax dollars to remodel his offices and hiring
political allies at hefty salaries.” The Miami Herald reported in December 2006. “Total cost so far: $2.5 million… Rubio
authorized spending $550,000 to remodel the House chambers to accommodate his new committee structure, which allows
committees to handle both budget and policy functions. The bulk of the new spending -- $2 million more than his predecessor
-- will pay for salary hikes and 20 additional staffers, 17 of whom came from Gov. Jeb Bush’s office.” [Miami Herald,
12/13/06]


Rubio Staffers Earned More Than Their Counterparts In The Florida Senate And Governor’s Office – Even The
Governor. According to the Herald, “[Rubio] Chief of staff Richard Corcoran, who formerly worked for Rubio at the
Republican Party of Florida, who will earn $175,212. That’s $46,000 more than incoming Gov. Charlie Crist, but less than
Corcoran’s $192,000 salary at the state GOP. He also makes more than his Senate counterpart, David Coburn, who is paid
$170,976 as chief of staff to Senate President Ken Pruitt. Spokesman Jose Fuentes and deputy chief of staff Chris Nocco,
each of whom will earn $119,484. That is $23,000 more than Bush’s communications director and just $9,500 less than the
governor himself.” [The Miami Herald, 12/13/06]



Rubio’s Chief Of Staff Earned Six Figures Despite Having Three Years Of Legislative Experience. According to
the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, “Rubio’s chief of staff, Richard Corcoran, is earning $175,000 with about three years of

experience in the Legislature. That’s more that his counterpart in the Senate, David Coburn, who is making $171,000 after
more than 30 years in the Legislature.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 12/11/06]


Rubio’s Press Secretary Worked In Washington, Had No State Government Experience. “[Jose] Fuentes, 32, has
never held a position in state government,” the St. Petersburg Times reported. “He worked as director of public affairs in
the Miami mayor’s office from May 2005 to January 2006 and held several federal government jobs, including serving as
deputy director of advance for Vice President Dick Cheney from 2001 to 2003, according to his resume. He was a
spokesman for a division within the U.S. State Department and once helped coordinate media outreach for the National
Rifle Association. ‘The salary is comparable to the salary of a (Washington) D.C. communications director,’ Fuentes said.”
[St. Petersburg Times, 12/6/06]

Rubio’s Renovations Included A New Members-Only Dining Room With A Plasma Television. According to the
Palm Beach Post, “A $550,000 revamp of the Florida House ordered by House Speaker Marco Rubio includes a membersonly dining room, a first for the Capitol building... The building now has a cafeteria in the basement and a snack bar on the
10th floor, both of which are open to the public. The new dining room, which has its own kitchen and a plasma TV on the
wall, is too small to seat all 120 House members at once.” [Palm Beach Post, 12/6/06]


News- Journal Editorial: Rubio’s Members-Only Dining Room Contrary To Florida Sunshine Laws. According
to an editorial in the Daytona Beach News-Journal, “[Rubio’s] plan to create a private dining room for lawmakers,
reported last week by the Palm Beach Post, fails the common-sense test,” the Daytona Beach News-Journal editorialized
in December 2006. “The first, and most important, objection is that word ‘private.’ Florida’s government-in-the-sunshine
laws are strict and explicit. Lawmakers can’t get together to discuss the public’s business away from the public eye, either
as a group or in private groups of more than two. Give them a place where they can eat and chat away in privacy, and
sunshine laws will be shattered -- anyone who’s lived through the pressure-cooker atmosphere of the legislative session
can attest to as much.” [Daytona Beach News-Journal Editorial, 12/11/06]

Rubio Paid 24 House Staffers Over $100,000 Annually And Hired 20 More Full-Time Employees Than His
Predecessor. According to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, “In all, Rubio is paying 24 House employees more than $100,000
annually, compared with 16 employees under his predecessor, Panama City Republican Allan Bense,” the Sarasota HeraldTribune reported. “There are 312 full-time employees under Rubio, 20 more than under Bense. And the total paid to House
staff in Tallahassee has risen to about $16.4 million, compared with $15 million under Bense.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune,
12/11/06]
Rubio On Spending Questions: “You’re Treating Me Like O.J.”. According to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, “Marco
Rubio was joking as a phalanx of TV cameras rushed toward him last week with a bombardment of questions. ‘You’re treating
me like O.J. or something,’ he said with a wan smile. It was that kind of week for the young Florida House speaker assumed to
be the Republican Party’s best hope for higher offices in the future. Instead, less than a month after officially becoming one of
the state’s most powerful politicians, the 35-year-old from West Miami is defending a spending spree with taxpayers’ money
that includes a $1 million increase in staff salaries and a $600,000 renovation in the Capitol that includes a new dining room
for lawmakers.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 12/11/06]
Rubio Claimed Renovations Were Needed Due To New Committee Structures, Called Members-Only Dining
Room “Spartan”. In an op-ed defending his spending, Rubio wrote that “The vast majority of this was spent on
reconfiguring office space to fit our new committee structure, not cosmetic changes… We did not build a new members-only
dining area; we relocated an existing members-only dining area to an existing space one floor below. We did so because in the
past we would work during lunch… It is a simple and Spartan room with tables and chairs to eat -- nothing fancy. It is open to
the media to inspect and has been all summer.” [Rubio Op-Ed, Orlando Sentinel, 12/15/06]


Rubio Blamed “Cost-Of-Living Increases” For Higher Chief Of Staff Salary. “You say that we are paying my chief
of staff $40,000 more than Gov.-elect Charlie Crist will make when he’s sworn in,” Rubio wrote in his Orlando Sentinel
op-ed. Well, then, that means that the Senate chief of staff is making almost $36,000 more than the governor is. We
arrived at Richard Corcoran’s salary by going back six years and providing for cost-of-living increases for those chiefs of
staff. But again, how is the chief of staff’s salary a delusion of grandeur?” [Rubio Op-Ed, Orlando Sentinel, 12/15/06]

Embellished Parents’ Immigration Story
Birther Joseph Farah Promoted That Rubio Was Ineligible For The Vice Presidency. According to The Hill’s Briefing
Room Blog, “Conservative Joseph Farah on Tuesday evening predicted that “10 percent of the Republican vote” would fail to
get behind Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) as the hypothetical vice presidential nominee because they will believe the circumstances
of his birth make him ineligible. Farah has been one of the most prominent and persistent voices of the so-called ‘birther’
movement, which argues that President Obama is not eligible to be president of the United States due to doubts about his
birthplace and the citizenship of his parents. Rubio was born in Miami in 1971. Farah’s argument against Rubio’s ‘natural
born’ status relies on a strict definition also used by Farah and others who raised doubts over Obama’s eligibility. The strict
definition requires that both parents be legal citizens at the time of the birth.” [The Hill Blog, Briefing Room, 2/1/12]
Rubio’s Statement That His Parents Came To America Following Fidel Castro’s Take Over Of Cuba Was Rated
Number 10 In PolitiFact Florida’s Top 10 Fact-Checks Of 2011. According to the Tampa Bay Times,”10. Sen. Marco
Rubio said his parents ‘came to America following Fidel Castro.’ The national spotlight got hot for Rubio when reporters
started looking into his parents and their arrival in the United States. Rubio or his campaign said several times that his parents
arrived from Cuba after Castro took over. But the record shows they got here years before that. We rated his statement False.”
[Tampa Bay Times, 1/9/12]
According To A Suffolk University/WSVN-Miami 7News Poll Florida Voters Had Mixed Reaction To Rubio’s
Embellished Story. According to the Miami Herald, “Q27. Marco Rubio’s Senate website says his parents came to America
following Fidel Castro’s 1959 takeover. But media reports last week revealed they came to the U.S. three years earlier, before
Castro was in Cuba. Marco Rubio says his parents were exiled from Cuba in 1961 when they tried to return. Do you think
Marco Rubio exaggerated his story or did he tell the truth? Exaggerated his story: 41 percent. Told the truth: 26 percent.
Undecided: 33 percent. But the same poll also found Rubio was well-liked in Florida. Forty-one percent gave the CubanAmerican senator a favorable rating compared with 31 percent unfavorable and 22 percent undecided or with no opinion. The
rest had not even heard of Rubio. The poll also found that Rubio would be a political asset on the Republican presidential
ticket as vice-president. Forty-six percent said they would vote for the GOP team as opposed to 41 percent for ObamaBiden.” [The Miami Herald, 11/3/11]
The Washington Post’s Research Editor For National Politics Found The Documents Showing That Rubio’s
Parents Had Been Residents Of Florida Since May 27, 1956. According to the Washington Post, “Roig-Franzia told me
of Crites’s role, and I should have called it out in my column. Crites is a former researcher for the Library of Congress and
Congressional Research Service. She found the ‘Declaration of Domicile’ document in which Rubio’s father declared, in a
court petition to get his oldest son naturalized, that he had been a resident of Florida since May 27, 1956. That date matched
the date on the immigration papers Roig-Franzia had discovered during his research while writing a biography of the senator.”
[The Washington Post Omblog, 11/1/11]
Los Angeles Times Editorial: Rubio Made The Immigrant/Exile Distinction For Political Gain. The Los Angeles
Times Editorial Board wrote, “Who can say, in the end, who is an exile and who is not? What’s clear is that this smart,
ambitious politician felt that he had a better chance of winning elections if he emphasized a narrative that portrayed him as the
son of exiles even though, in reality, his story more closely mirrors that of other Latino immigrants who come to the United
States in search of work. ‘Nothing against immigrants,’ he said in 2009, ‘but my parents were exiles.’ Unfortunately, the story
of the hardworking immigrant doesn’t sell very well in the Republican Party at the moment, and Rubio understood that. Not
too long ago this country put out the welcome mat for those who came to pursue the American Dream. But those days are
past. It’s unclear whether conservative voters and tea party supporters who backed Rubio because he played up his exile roots
will forgive him, either in Florida or if he is ultimately selected to be on the national ticket. Let’s just hope that he doesn’t learn
the hard way that some distinctions aren’t worth making.” [Los Angeles Times, 10/30/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Parents Were Exiles, The Date Of Arrival Did Not Matter. Tania Mastrapa wrote, “Recently there has
been much ado about the validity of Sen. Marco Rubio’s status as a son of exiles. The controversy mistakenly suggests that to
be pro-freedom a Cuban must have left the island within a specific time frame. My family history, like Rubio’s, demonstrates
otherwise. In 1956, Cuban dictator Fulgencio Batista’s policemen dragged my mother’s stepfather, Justo, from his workplace
and jailed him. He was brutally beaten and later released. He was warned that their next encounter would result in his death.
The regime mistakenly believed he was part of the revolutionary movement. Most of our families had migrated to Cuba from
around the world seeking economic opportunities, freedom, social mobility and a better life in a Caribbean paradise. Our
parents, grandparents and great-grandparents left behind Armenia, Austria, China, Greece, Italy, Lebanon, Poland, Spain and

many other homelands to establish themselves in the tropics. For most, there was no valid reason to leave Cuba and no desire
to do so. For many, the Batista tumor was unsavory, but the Castro cancer was indigestible. They fled to the United States and
other countries seeking temporary lodging until the fall of the regime. It simply has not yet fallen. Date of arrival, visa type and
place of departure are irrelevant. Together we continue to wait for freedom because we are all Cuban exiles.” [Tania Mastrapa,
The Miami Herald, 10/29/11]
Rubio Believed That Those In Politics Tend “To Exaggerate” And That His Family-History Discrepancies Have
Been Overblown. According to the Associated Press, “U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio said Thursday those involved in politics these
days have a tendency to exaggerate, and despite minor inconsistencies, his family’s history remains essentially the same as he
has always described it. But he declined to respond directly to the latest inconsistencies related to his retelling of his parents’
arrival from Cuba and their early years in the U.S. “We do have a tendency in modern politics to exaggerate things. It’s not like
they discovered my parents were from Canada. My story is essentially the same one. My parents came to this country in search
for a better life. They were prepared to live here permanently but always wished they could go back to Cuba,” he said. Rubio
spokesman Alex Conant later clarified to the AP that Rubio was referring to the tendency of “everybody involved in politics,”
and particularly some in the media. [The Associated Press Via the Chicago Sun Times, 10/28/11]


Additional Discrepancies Also Existed About Rubio’s Family History. According to the Associated Press,
“Additional discrepancies in Rubio’s story surfaced Monday when NPR re-aired a 2009 interview in which he described
his mother traveling to Cuba to care for her father, who had returned to the island and been hit by a bus. During that
recorded interview, Rubio said his mother returned to Cuba with his older brother and sister in 1960, pausing over the
date as if he weren’t completely sure of it. Later he added: ‘When the time came to come home, the Cuban government
wouldn’t let her. So, my dad was here in Miami working and desperate, because his family — they would let my sister
come because she was a U.S. citizen, but they wouldn’t let my brother and my mom come. And they would go to the
airport every day for nine months waiting to be let go, and then finally were able to come. So, it was very frightening. And
I think that’s what they decided for sure that that’s not the place they wanted to be.’ That explanation was at odds with
Rubio’s statement in which he neither mentioned his grandfather nor the Castro government’s efforts to keep his mother
from leaving the island. ‘In February 1961, my mother took my older siblings to Cuba with the intention of moving back.
My father was wrapping up family matters in Miami and was set to join them. ‘But after just a few weeks, it became clear
that the change happening in Cuba was not for the better. It was communism. So in late March 1961, just weeks before
the Bay of Pigs invasion, my mother and siblings left Cuba and my family settled permanently in the United States.’” [The
Associated Press Via the Chicago Sun Times, 10/28/11]

The Washington Post Reporter Who Wrote About Rubio’s Family Found The Documentation In The Library Of
Congress. According to the Washington Post, “In the course of researching Rubio’s family, Roig-Franzia hoped to find more
details about the parents’ life in Cuba and their early years in America. He came across their immigration documents after
hours of slogging through microfilm records at the Library of Congress.” [Washington Post Ombudsman, 10/28/11]
Palm Beach Post Editorial: Rubio’s Error About His The Arrival Of His Parents Echoes Ducking Questions About
The His Personal Use Of A Republican Party Of Florida Credit Card. The Palm Beach Post Editorial Board wrote,
“Anyone who has heard Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., speak about his parents probably assumed that they fled Cuba after Fidel
Castro seized power in January 1959. Until recently, Sen. Rubio’s government website said his parents ‘came to America
following Fidel Castro’s takeover.’ If true, this would have tailored their defining life decision neatly to that of hundreds of
thousands of other Cuban-Americans. On this charge, he deserves criticism. Sen. Rubio has acknowledged before that his
parents first came to the U.S. before Castro’s takeover. But The Washington Post pointed out that in a 2010 interview with
Fox News Sen. Rubio said they came from Cuba in “58, ‘59.’ In a separate interview on Fox Business, he said that his parents
‘came here from Cuba in 1959.’ And, of course, his official Senate website clearly pegged his parents as post-Castro exiles. He
might be forgiven for not knowing the precise year of his parents’ arrival, but placing it on the wrong side of the Cuban
revolution is an error that, if not intentionally misleading, is egregiously careless. Should the year that his parents left Cuba
matter? No. But Sen. Rubio’s error speaks to a tendency to fudge or evade facts, one that echoes his ducking of questions
about his use of a Republican Party credit card while speaker of the Florida House. Worse, embellishing his parents’ story links
him further to the anti-Castro faction whose political sway has impeded serious debate about changing our failed, five-decade
Cuba policy that includes an embargo on trade. Given his parents’ search for greater economic opportunity, Sen. Rubio’s
insistence on blocking such chances for ordinary Cubans is an even graver error than mischaracterizing his parents’ quest.”
[Palm Beach Post Editorial, 10/27/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Op-Ed Concerning His Parents’ Timeline Of Moving To The United States “May Have
Backfired.” Ruben Navarrette wrote, “I thought that Rubio did a fine job of acquitting himself in an op-ed for Politico. Yet

that op-ed may have backfired. National Public Radio says that it has found discrepancies between what Rubio wrote for
Politico and the account that Rubio offered on one of its shows two years ago. For Politico, Rubio wrote, ‘In February 1961,
my mother took my older siblings to Cuba with the intention of moving back... But after just a few weeks, it became clear that
the change happening in Cuba was not for the better...So in late March 1961...my mother and siblings left Cuba and my family
settled permanently in the United States.’ But, in 2009, Rubio told NPR’s ‘All Things Considered’ that his mother returned to
Cuba in 1960 with his older siblings to care for her ailing father and that she wound up staying nine months because the
Cuban government wouldn’t let her and her eldest son, Mario, return to the United States. Eventually, she and her children
were allowed to leave. Which is it? Did Rubio’s mother return to Cuba in 1960 or 1961? Was she preparing to move back, or
caring for a sick parent? And did she stay ‘just a few weeks’ or nine months? Documents confirm that Oriales Rubio was in
Cuba for just over one month. So the story that Rubio wrote in Politico was closer to the truth than the one he shared with
NPR.” [Ruben Navarrette CNN, 10/27/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Confusion Over his Parents’ Immigration Was Understandable. Steven Kurlander wrote, “As my
mother and her family aged and memories began to become embellished, there later came what I will call a ‘bubba misa’ effect,
where family stories about the Holocaust were told in different ways by various relatives. Sen. Rubio, like hundreds of
thousands of children of Cuban refugees, grew up in a home a “son of exiles,” where his early life and upbringing was touched
every day by his parent’s flight from a brutal, totalitarian Castro regime. Being the son of exiles, I assume that Rubio also
gained a special understanding and appreciation of the greatness of this country. He probably also has an immense empathy
and respect for any refugee who has endured terrible hardship and persecution and for those left behind living under
dictatorship and poverty. Maybe because I am the son of a Holocaust survivor, I understand the confusion Sen. Rubio may
have surrounding his parent’s story — it may be the Cuban refugee version of the ‘bubba misa’ effect and it may be just that
his parents did not really talk much about their flight to Florida at all. Rubio is instead the latest victim of a debilitating ethos
of character assassination rampant in our press and blogosphere that wrongfully dissects a politician’s rendition of his personal
history, taking facts out of context to destroy his or her credibility. From a child of the Holocaust’s perspective, this assault on
Rubio’s story was totally unfair. As evidenced by this attack on Rubio, today’s political culture in Washington, which sanitizes
brutal regimes like those led by Fidel Castro and Hugo Chavez, also seeks to discount the plight of refugees from these
totalitarian states and minimize the achievements of their sons and daughters, like Rubio. While I disagree with Rubio on some
issues — and would enthusiastically argue with him like my mother taught me to — I wish there were more first generation
Americans like him in the halls of Congress with that ‘sons of exile’ upbringing and education. No one really cares how or
when his parents got here. It’s Rubio’s achievements — and his future contributions to help fix this country — that really
matters.” [Steven Kurlander, Sun-Sentinel, 10/27/11]
Immigration Documents Of Rubio’s Parents Showed That They Wanted To Become Permanent Residents When
They Arrived In 1956. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “On May 18, 1956, Mario and Oriales Rubio walked into the
American Consulate in Havana and applied for immigrant visas. The form asked how long they intended to stay in the United
States. ‘Permanently,’ Mr. Rubio answered. Nine days later, the couple boarded a National Airlines flight to Miami, where a
relative awaited. So began a journey that seems as ordinary as any immigrant story, but decades later served as the foundation
of an extraordinary and moving narrative told repeatedly by their third child as he became one of the most powerful politicians
in Florida and then a national figure. U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio has come under fire for incorrectly linking his parents to the
Cubans who fled Fidel Castro beginning in 1959. He insists they are exiles nonetheless and angrily denounced the suggestion
he misled for political gain. But the visa documents cast clearer divisions between his parents, who came for economic
reasons, and the Cubans who scrambled to leave their homeland but thought they could soon return. And the documents
come to light amid new discrepancies since Rubio’s time line came under scrutiny last week. In a 2009 interview with NPR,
then-Senate candidate Rubio explained his mother returned to Cuba in 1961 to care for her father, who had been injured in an
accident. He said the family wanted to go home to Miami but were blocked by Castro’s government for nine months, and that
influenced their thinking about leaving for good. In a widely read piece in POLITICO on Friday, Rubio did not mention the
accident and said his family was making preparations to move to Cuba but “after just a few weeks, it became clear that the
change happening in Cuba was not for the better. It was communism.” [St. Petersburg Times, 10/26/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Career Was In Trouble Due To Story Of Parents’ Immigration Story . Tim Stanley wrote, “Until
recently, Senator Marco Rubio looked destined to be on the 2012 Republican ticket. Handsome, eloquent and – most
importantly – the son of Cuban exiles, he seemed the natural pick for Vice President in a party desperate to tap into a growing
pool of Latino voters. But Rubio’s insistence that he doesn’t want the job has now been compounded by claims that his
parents weren’t quite the refugees from communism that he claimed they were. The scandal is less damning than many liberals
hoped for, but it reflects the pitfalls of playing ethnic politics. Claims that he exaggerated his parents’ “exile” from Cuba have
muddied the waters further. According to the Washington Post, the Rubios entered America two years before Fidel Castro
seized power; and they came to make money, not to escape Marxism. In local politics, this isn’t actually a big problem for

Rubio. The term “exile” is used broadly in Florida: most Floridian Cubans regard themselves as exiled from their native land,
even if many of them have never even been there. But the story does add to the impression that Rubio has leveraged his
Cuban heritage to gain attention on the national stage. Throughout 2010, the candidate took every opportunity to mention his
family history. It wasn’t just a play for Cuban votes; it was a transparent effort to draw donations from ideological
conservatives who were delighted and flattered by his journey up from communism. Likewise, he repeatedly said that he was a
Roman Catholic, even though he attended a Protestant church that is part of an organisation with anti-Catholic leanings. It’s
not unreasonable to infer that Rubio was playing two crowds: Catholic Cubans and white evangelicals. It’s a classic
conservative strategy, but it undermines his ethnic pitch. Just as it’s very hard to imagine that Rubio never asked his parents
what year they arrived in the United States, it’s very hard to imagine that he hasn’t noticed his new church’s opposition to ‘idol
worship’ and ‘popery’” [Tim Stanley The Telegraph, 10/26/11]
Rubio Asserted That He Did Deliberately Mislead Voters Over His Parents’ Immigration Story. According to
Politico, “Rubio, a freshman senator and a rising star in the GOP, has repeatedly conceded he had the wrong date, but he
insisted he did not deliberately try to mislead voters. Regardless of what year his parents first immigrated to the United States,
Rubio has argued it’s irrelevant to their identity as Cuban exiles. He said they could not return to their native country after his
mother and older siblings went back to Cuba and tried to live under Castro’s communist regime in 1961. ‘The bottom line is:
It misses the point. I don’t need to embellish my narrative. My narrative is very simple: I am the son of exiles and of
immigrants, and that has framed my political thought,’ Rubio said during a pre-taped appearance on Fox News’ ‘O’Reilly
Factor’ that aired Monday night. ‘I’m not mad about it. I just want the record to be straight,’ he added. ‘Look, if they want to
say I got the dates wrong, they’re right and I admit that. … But if they want to say that my parents weren’t exiles and I misled
people about the essence of my personal story, that’s not fair. It’s outrageous. And I really wish they would have corrected
their article because I don’t think it accurately reflects what I’ve said or the essence of my story.’” [Politico, 10/25/11]
NPR: Rubio’s Statement Regarding Parents’ Immigration Story Raised More Questions Regarding His
Grandfather’s Immigration Story And His Mother’s Return Trip To Cuba. According to NPR, “Despite their departure,
well before the Cuban Revolution, Rubio still seems to insist his parents were forced into exile. A new statement from him on
his website, also published by Politico, is titled ‘My Family’s Flight from Castro.’ In that statement, Rubio says his parents
decided they wanted to try moving back to Cuba after Castro came to power. He says that in 1961, his mother went there with
his older siblings, quote, “with the intention of moving back.” But nearly two yeas ago, when Rubio was still running for the
Senate seat he now holds, he gave ALL THINGS CONSIDERED host Robert Siegel a very different account of why his
mother went back to Cuba with her children. RUBIO: My grandfather, who was already had been stricken with polio when he
was a young man, had an accident - he was hit by a bus. And in Cuba at the time, I mean, when you were in the hospital they
didn’t have like, you know, meals or anything. Your family had to bring the food and they had to take care of you. So, my
mom went back with my sister and my brother to take care of her father in 1960. And my dad stayed behind, working.
WELNA: Social Security records indicate that Rubio’s mother’s father had, in fact, emigrated to the U.S., the same year his
parents left Cuba. Rubio’s office confirmed today that her father did go to the U.S. in 1956, but then returned to Cuba where
he was, quote, “involved in an accident.” There are other apparent discrepancies in Rubio’s statement posted on his website.
He says that after a few weeks in Cuba it became clear to his mother that, quote, “the change happening in Cuba was not for
the better, it was communism,” which is why his mother decided in March of 1961 to return permanently to the United States
with his siblings. Again, that’s at odds with what Rubio told Robert Siegel two years ago. RUBIO: When the time came to
come home, the Cuban government wouldn’t let her. So, my dad was here in Miami working and desperate, because his family
- they would let my sister come because she was a U.S. citizen, but they wouldn’t let my brother and my mom come. And they
would go to the airport every day for nine months waiting to be let go, and then finally were able to come. So, it was very
frightening. And I think that’s what they do for sure that that’s not the place they wanted to be. WELNA: Rubio’s spokesman
Alex Conant and writes in an email that the senator’s mother was indeed told she could not leave Cuba and that only her
infant daughter born in the U.S. could return to the U.S. Eventually, Conant says, they were all allowed to leave together. But
rather than the nine months forced wait that Rubio described two years ago to NPR, Rubio - in the latest version of his family
story - says they arrived in Cuba in February of 1961 and left the following month. Still, he writes: I am the son of exiles, a
cherished status for many in Florida.” [NPR, 10/25/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s “Lie” May Not Matter As Much As His Politics. According to The Huffington Post, “Florida
Republican and Tea Party favorite Sen. Marco Rubio can add a new line to his political bio: He’s now part of a long list of
politicians who have been accused of embellishing basic facts about their personal narratives. Like so many members of this
infamous fraternity, Rubio has gone on the defensive since a Washington Post report alleged that he embellished crucial details
about his parents’ emigration from Cuba. In the end, Rubio’s embellishments may not matter much to voters, particularly
Latinos. Whether the senator is actually the son of exiles who fled Communist Cuba will have little impact on their daily lives.
Latino’s are more likely to judge him for espousing a conservative ideology that vehemently opposed the Dream Act and

hasn’t been exactly welcoming of immigrants such as his parents. Politicians throughout the world have embellished their
stories ‘in order to ingratiate themselves with voting blocs and to impress political allies. And time and again, voters show they
are little bothered,’ the BBC reported.” [The Huffington Post Latino Voices, 10/25/11]
Rick Sanchez Op-Ed: Rubio Is A Son Of Economic Exiles And Should Apologize To The Hundreds Of Thousands
of Cuban-Americans Who Actually Were Political Exiles. Rick Sanchez, a son of political exiles from Cuba wrote, “I
belong to a group of people who came to America at the expense of all we had. My family left Cuba. We owned a car and a
home. We had a good life. And we left it all behind. That’s what political refugees do. Republican Senator Marco Rubio has his
own story of how his family left Cuba. Rubio’s bio claimed his parents fled Cuba, ‘after the Castro take-over.’ It’s an inspiring
American story--a son of political refugees becoming a US Senator. But that’s all it is--a story. It’s not reality. Unlike mine,
Rubio’s family left by choice, not necessity. Unlike mine, Rubio’s family left before Castro even took over. Rubio says he just,
‘got a few dates wrong.’ That’s how he excuses his falsehood about when his parents fled Cuba. With that story, he convinced
Americans that he was the son of political refugees, implying that it somehow made him different from the other Hispanics
who he attacks regularly--the ones in Arizona, Georgia and Alabama that he and others want to detain, arrest and kick out.
How dare they come here looking for work and to better their lot in life? Marco Rubio made us believe he is different from
them when he’s not. Marco Rubio owes an apology to my parents and the hundreds of thousands of Cuban-Americans who
actually did experience the hardships of being political refugees. Their stories are real. And the dates and times associated with
their flight from Cuba are etched in their memories, often to the minute. It’s not something they ‘just get wrong.’ Ever. Unless
they want to get it wrong. But they are not Rubio’s biggest problem. This seemingly likable young man with Tea Party backing
will likely be forgiven in Miami. His real problem is that the GOP has national plans for him, and national elections aren’t won
in Miami. They are won across the country where Mexicans and other immigrants, who make up the vast majority of the
Latino vote, may not be as forgiving. Would you be? Latinos across the country who see themselves as economic exiles, or
whose parents came here as economic exiles, say Senator Rubio has continually attacked them. Now, they learn that he is, in
many ways, no different from them. He too is the son of economic exiles. His story is their story--one he must now embrace
or change. Again.” [Rick Sanchez, The Huffington Post, 10/25/11]
On The O’Reilly Factor Rubio Stated That The Post Did Not Interview Him For His Parents’ Immigration Story.
On the O’Reilly Factor Rubio said that “they won’t find a single credible Cuban American voice in Miami that will dispute that
my parents were exiles.” Rubio, “I don’t need to embellish my narrative, my narrative is very simple, I am the son of exiles and
of immigrants and that has framed my political thought.” Rubio did admit that he got his dates wrong.[The O’Reilly Factor,
Fox News 10/24/11]
Telemundo’s Jose Diaz-Balart Defended Rubio’s Exile Claim. Jose Diaz-Balart defended Rubio. “My point on MSNBC
was to explain that their is a significant difference between an immigrant and an exile, and that often an immigrant can also
later be an exile. For example, in 1931, tens of thousands of Spaniards emigrated for strictly economic reasons: the Second
Spanish Republic was going through a devastating economic crisis, a hopeless panorama. Many of these immigrants LATER
became exiles when the Republic fell and, in 1939, the fascist and ruthless Franco dictatorship took power. For those
Spaniards –and generations of their descendants– they became from that moment on EXILES not immigrants, regardless of
the fact that they had first left Spain as immigrants. When they were immigrants, if they prospered economically they could
return to their homeland at any time, resuming a life they had left. As exiles, they not only physically lost everything, they were
forced to emotionally lose an important part of their identity, they had to start a new life in another country, never returning to
where they were born, knowing they would die far away from the land of their ancestors. It seems clear to me that many
people cannot fathom that reality and therefore assume superficial, trivial reactions. There is nothing more I can do to change
that ignorance, an ignorance based, I’m certain, on the privilege of never having to suffer the pain of a country lost. That
ignorance makes you believe you have the explanation to what you can never understand. I am sorry you are unwilling to even
try to entertain what that must be like, but rather choose to strike out because you can’t understand.” [National Review,
10/24/11]
Fred Grimm Op-Ed: Rubio May Have Needed The “Magic Date” Of 1959 For His National Ambition. Fred Grimm
wrote, “Like all the kids growing up in Little Havana in the 1970s, the traumatic details and timelines of the leaving became
integral to his family’s story, to the narrative of exile. Children thereabouts knew how and when their parents fled Cuba, and
where they were resettled by U.S. authorities. To places like New York or New Jersey or, like Gonzalez’s parents, to Chicago.
And how they eventually found their way out of the great cold back to Miami and the community of fellow exiles. ‘Everybody
had their stories. They lost everything. They fled repression and political upheaval. They came here with nothing. They rebuilt
their lives,’ said Gonzalez, professor of political science at the University of Miami. These narratives became, at least to the
Cuban exiles, what set them apart from the others, the economic immigrants. Gonzalez said the Cuban exiles are undoubtedly
debating with one another whether Rubio might have fudged his biography. Or whether, despite growing up in a place where

everyone talked about their families’ exile experience, he was simply confused. Or was it that his parents had been murky on
the details? ‘Not to vilify Rubio in any way, shape or form, but it just doesn’t seem plausible,’ Gonzalez said. Most of us,
outside the cultural idiosyncrasies of Miami’s exile community, would find the story of Rubio’s parents plenty inspiring, no
matter the timeline, or the nationality. Coming here with nothing, working what jobs they could find, pulling themselves up by
their proverbial bootstraps, raising a son who would become a United States senator, bright and handsome and articulate and
often mentioned as a potential vice presidential candidate. But maybe a Cuban-American candidate with national ambitions
might have needed that magic date, 1959, to inoculate himself against some of the xenophobic weirdness lurking lately within
the angry fringes of the Republican Party. For the rest of us, there was never any need to fudge the dates. A U.S. senator raised
by a poor, hard-working immigrant family would have been a great American story, Castro or not, 1956 or 1959, no matter the
definition of ‘exile.’” [Fred Grimm, The Miami Herald, 10/24/11]
Op-Ed: Romney Exacerbated The Rubio Parents Story When He Came To His Defense. Tim Padgett wrote, “former
Massachusetts Governor and leading Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney should be called to question for labeling
the Post piece a ‘smear.’ The Post pointed out that Rubio’s Cuban parents, contrary to what his website and some of his
speeches have suggested, did not flee the island after Fidel Castro’s 1959 communist revolution, but had arrived in the U.S.
three years before that. My concern wasn’t so much with Manuel Roig-Franzia’s article – as I pointed out yesterday, he was
right to call Rubio on being too loose with the details of his parents’ immigration record – but on how Democrats and liberals
were suddenly, and unfairly, using Roig-Franzia’s reporting to denounce Rubio’s son-of-exiles story as a fraud and therefore
Rubio himself as a sinister fraud. For three years the left has decried the right’s gratuitous demonization of Barack Obama, and
now it seems poised to gratuitously demonize Rubio. That’s where Romney also should have directed his criticism this
weekend. Instead, he went after the Post and called Roig-Franzia’s article a ‘smear.’ It wasn’t. Roig-Franzia, who has done well
respected journalism in both the U.S. and Latin America, raised the kind of question that newspapers are supposed to ask. As I
wrote yesterday, I do think it’s an exaggeration to say, as his article seemed to imply, that the immigration facts somehow
nullify Rubio’s son-of-exiles bona fides. In Miami, ‘Cuban exile’ is a fairly broad term that includes not only those who fled
Castro’s revolution but those prevented from returning to Cuba because of that revolution.” [Tim Padgett, Time Magazine,
10/23/11]
The Miami Herald Claimed That Cubans Were Identified At Exiles When Rubio’s Parents Arrived In The United
States In 1956. According to The Miami Herald, “Bill Cooke with the Random Pixels blog picks up where we left off in
recent reports -- that Sen. Marco Rubio factually lays claim to being the son of Cuban ‘exiles’ even though his parents came to
the US before Fidel Castro took power. Rubio, however, did have a misleading Senate biography that said his parents came to
the US after Castro, in 1959. They came in 1956, during Batista’s dictatorship. The biography has been changed. But the
controversy over whether he’s an ‘exile’ lives on. The fact that this is even a matter of debate speaks to the cracked looking
glass of our politics. A plain reading of the word “exile” shows that it applies to those who live away from their homeland for
a prolonged period of time. Now Cooke weighs in: Miami has been home to many who, years before Castro even thought of
taking power, have called themselves ‘exiles.’” [The Miami Herald, 10/23/11]
Rubio’s Recent Scuffle With The National Media Over His Parents’ Immigration Story Could Help Rubio With
Conservatives. According to WTSP, “United States Senator Marco Rubio continues to fight claims he embellished his family
history for political gain. But could this end up costing him in any way? Senator Rubio had said his parents came to the United
States from Cuba as exiles in 1959. Turns out, it’s 1956, which is before Fidel Castro took over. It makes that part of his
biography, which was posted on his Senate website, inaccurate. A political science professor at New College of Florida, Frank
Alcock, said if it is a case of embellishment, it wouldn’t surprise him. However, at least for now, this shouldn’t cause too much
concern. “Rubio’s account of what has happened and that he missed it, so far, they passed the sniff test. So, if nothing else
comes out, I’m willing to give him a pass,’ said Alcock. Alcock added that it may end up helping Rubio, as many conservatives
view mainstream media as the enemy. ‘If you’re trying to position yourself as a viable candidate for the vice presidency, having
the Washington Post come out with a nasty article, it’s a badge of honor,’ he said. The associate professor added, though, there
is always a chance the inaccuracies could come back to haunt Senator Rubio.’” [WTSP, 10/23/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Bio Was Already Known Before The Washington Post’s Article Regarding His Parents. Denis Maely
wrote, “A feature story in the Washington Post this week cites inconsistencies in Senator Marco Rubio’s (R-FL) official Senate
bio and naturalization documents, as to when his parents immigrated to the United States. The bio claims that Rubio’s parents
came to America following Fidel Castro’s takeover. Actually, they arrived three years prior to the revolution. Castro was living
in Mexico at the time, and Cuba was closely aligned with the Eisenhower administration, while U.S. corporations and
organized crime syndacites ran their economy. As the Miami Herald points out, Rubio has on more than one occasion
acknowledged as much. But he’s also been reticent to correct those that refer to his ‘son of exiles’ narrative. As other interview
clips surface, it’s also clear that the Senator himself has flown fast and loose with his history, using language that could easily

give the impression that his mother and father were refugees that fled a socialist regime, if it doesn’t directly claim it. Because
Rubio has made this narrative such a centerpiece of his personal and political identity, it stands as no surprise that people are
taken aback by it. To be fair, Rubio’s parents did leave while Cuba was ruled by a brutal, fascist dictator, Fulgencio Batista.
Backed by the U.S. after overthrowing the elected President, Batista aligned himself with the wealthy plutocrats and forbade
democratic mainstays like organized labor strikes, while unemployment skyrocketed, wages sunk and the middle-class
disappeared. For fairly obvious reasons though, that’s not as politically palatable when evoked by a member of the modern
GOP as a reference to a ‘socialist’ dictator would be. So while Rubio’s star is unlikely to rise higher than perhaps a leadership
role in the Senate, or a future cabinet position, this little snafu is unlikely to sink his ship. He’s already survived the GOP credit
card scandal, working a high-paying job with a lobbying firm while Speaker of the Florida House, a personal balance sheet that
contradicted his deficit hawk rhetoric, and missteps with a murky PAC. Barring someone finding a body in his trunk, his
Senate seat is probably safe for as long as he wants to occupy it.” [Denis Maley, The Bradenton Times, 10/23/11]
Rubio Changed His Biography On His Official Senate Page After The Washington Post Reported His Parents
Arrived In The United States In 1956. According to The Washington Post, “Following an article in the Washington Post
stating that the senator had embellished the story of his family’s arrival from Cuba to the United States, Sen. Marco Rubio’s
Senate Web site biography has now been changed. A Post article published on Friday revealed that Rubio’s parents had
actually come to the U.S. in 1956, about two-and-half years before Fidel Castro’s rise to power in Cuba on New Year’s Day in
1959. The Post piece talked about how Rubio repeatedly invoked his family’s exile as he rapidly rose to political power in
Florida and then nationally. It also pointed to a then-current version of Rubio’s Web site biography stating that his parents had
come to the U.S. from Cuba following Fidel Castro’s takeover.’ But as of Friday night, the day the Post story was published
and about 24 hours after he conceded it was inaccurate, the senator updated the second sentence of his Web site biography to
clarify that his parents arrived in the U.S. in 1956. ‘Marco was born in Miami in 1971 to Cuban exiles who first arrived in the
United States in 1956,’ says the new Web site bio.” [The Washington Post, 10/22/11]
Rubio Rebutted Report That He Embellished His Parents’ Flight From Cuba. According to CNN, “Florida
Republican Sen. Marco Rubio is calling allegations that he embellished his family’s history of immigrating to the United States
from Cuba, ‘outrageous.’ ‘To suggest my family’s story is embellished for political gain is outrageous,” Rubio said in a
statement issued by his office on Thursday. ‘The dates I have given regarding my family’s history have always been based on
my parent’s recollections of events that occurred over 55 years ago and which were relayed to me by them more than two
decades after they happened. I was not made aware of the exact dates until very recently.’ The rising young star in the
Republican Party, issued the statement after in essence being called out in a Washington Post article which points out that
Rubio’s biography on his official Senate website says that his parents, ‘came to America following Fidel Castro’s takeover.’ But
the Post says its review of naturalization papers and other official records ‘reveals that Rubio’s dramatic account of his family
saga embellishes the facts.’ Those records, according to the Post story, show that Rubio’s parents came to the U.S. in 1956 but
Castro did not seize power in Cuba until 1959. The senator’s website has since been updated and now lists the 1956 date as the
year his parents arrived.” [CNN, Politicker, 10/21/11]
Rubio Op-Ed: The Allegation That I Embellished My Parents’ Arrival To The United States For Political Gain Was
“Outrageous.” In an op-ed, Rubio states that the allegation of him embellishing his parents’ arrival to the United States for
political gain was “outrageous.” Rubio: “The Washington Post on Friday accused me of seeking political advantage by
embellishing the story of how my parents arrived in the United States. That is an outrageous allegation that is not only
incorrect, but an insult to the sacrifices my parents made to provide a better life for their children. They claim I did this
because ‘being connected to the post-revolution exile community gives a politician cachet that could never be achieved by
someone identified with the pre-Castro exodus, a group sometimes viewed with suspicion.’ If The Washington Post wants to
criticize me for getting a few dates wrong, I accept that. But to call into question the central and defining event of my parents’
young lives – the fact that a brutal communist dictator took control of their homeland and they were never able to return – is
something I will not tolerate. My understanding of my parents’ journey has always been based on what they told me about
events that took place more than 50 years ago — more than a decade before I was born. What they described was not a
timeline, or specific dates. ut the Post story misses the point completely. The real essence of my family’s story is not about the
date my parents first entered the United States. Or whether they traveled back and forth between the two nations. Or even the
date they left Fidel Castro’s Cuba forever and permanently settled here. The essence of my family story is why they came to
America in the first place; and why they had to stay. I now know that they entered the U.S. legally on an immigration visa in
May of 1956. Not, as some have said before, as part of some special privilege reserved only for Cubans. They came because
they wanted to achieve things they could not achieve in their native land. And they stayed because, after January 1959, the
Cuba they knew disappeared. They wanted to go back — and in fact they did. Like many Cubans, they initially held out hope
that Castro’s revolution would bring about positive change. So after 1959, they traveled back several times — to assess the
prospect of returning home.” [Marco Rubio Politico, 10/21/11]

While Birthers Were Investigating Rubio’s Past, They Found Out That His Parents Came To The United States In
1956 And Not 1959 As Rubio Claimed. According to the St. Petersburg Times, Kerchner said the records revealed another
truth: Rubio’s parents came to the United States in 1956 — about three years before Fidel Castro took over. He accuses Rubio
of embellishing his narrative as the son of Cuban exiles, a powerful tale he has used in his rapid climb in politics. ‘Their history
is much more complex,’ Rubio said. His parents, who arrived with immigration visas, were prepared to live in the United
States permanently but held out hope that the situation in their homeland would improve, Rubio said. Over five years, they
visited Cuba several times. In 1961, Mrs. Rubio returned with her son Mario and infant daughter Barbara while the elder Mario
Rubio remained in Miami wrapping up family matters. ‘Within a few weeks of living there, it became clear to them that Cuba
was headed full speed towards Communism,” Rubio’s office said. ‘They returned to the U.S. in late March 1961. They never
again returned to Cuba.’ Rubio said he’s not sure why his parents waited so long to apply for citizenship. But he said
describing their plight as exiles is appropriate. ‘Anyone who can’t return to their natural country is an exile, if you can’t return
for political reasons.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 10/20/11]
According To An Investigative Report By The Washington Post, Rubio Embellished The Claim That His Parents
Were Cuban Exiles. According to the Washington Post, “During his rise to political prominence, Sen. Marco Rubio
frequently repeated a compelling version of his family’s history that had special resonance in South Florida. He was the ‘son of
exiles,’ he told audiences, Cuban Americans forced off their beloved island after ‘a thug,’ Fidel Castro, took power. But a
review of documents — including naturalization papers and other official records — reveals that the Florida Republican’s
account embellishes the facts. The documents show that Rubio’s parents came to the United States and were admitted for
permanent residence more than 21 / 2 years before Castro’s forces overthrew the Cuban government and took power on New
Year’s Day 1959. The supposed flight of Rubio’s parents has been at the core of the young senator’s political identity, both
before and after his stunning tea-party-propelled victory in last year’s Senate election. Rubio — now considered a prospective
2012 Republican vice presidential candidate and a possible future presidential contender — mentions his parents in the second
sentence of the official biography on his Senate Web site. It says that Mario and Oriales Rubio ‘came to America following
Fidel Castro’s takeover.’ And the 40-year-old senator with the boyish smile and prom-king good looks has drawn on the power
of that claim to entrance audiences captivated by the rhetorical skills of one of the more dynamic stump speakers in modern
American politics.” [The Washington Post, 10/20/11]
Rubio’s Office Confirmed His Parents Arrived In The United States In 1956, Three Years Before Castro’s Revolution
Was Successful, But They “Always Held Out The Hope That Of Returning To Cuba If Things Improved; Rubio
Said His Assertion Was Based On “Family Lore.” According to The Washington Post, “Rubio’s office confirmed
Thursday that his parents arrived in the United States in 1956 but noted that ‘while they were prepared to live here
permanently, they always held out the hope and the option of returning to Cuba if things improved.’ They returned to Cuba
several times after Castro came to power to ‘assess the situation with the hope of eventually moving back,’ the office said in a
statement. In a brief interview Thursday, Rubio said his accounts have been based on family lore. ‘I’m going off the oral
history of my family,’ he said. ‘All of these documents and passports are not things that I carried around with me.’ He said of
his parents: ‘They were from Cuba. They wanted to live in Cuba again. They tried to live in Cuba again, and the reality of what
it was made that impossible.’” [The Washington Post, 10/20/11]


According To A Cuban Immigration Expert Immigrants Like Rubio’s Parents Left Cuba During The 1950s Due
To Economic And Not Political Reasons; Documents Showed That His Parents Arrived In The United States In
May Of 1956. According to The Washington Post, “When Rubio’s parents left the island, Cuban migration to the United
States was a trickle compared with what it would become in the years after Castro’s victory. “The vast majority of people
who emigrated in the ‘50s went for economic reasons, not for political reasons,” said Maria Cristina Garcia, an expert on
Cuban migration at Cornell University. Multiple documents signed by Rubio’s parents, including their petitions for
naturalization, show that Mario and Oriales Rubio arrived in the United States on May 27, 1956, with their son Mario, 6.
Maternal grandfather Pedro Victor Garcia also came to the United States around the same time. Marco Rubio has said that
his father left Cuba after enduring hardships, including the loss of his mother when he was young.” [The Washington
Post, 10/20/11]



Rubio’s Story Regarding His Family Was Inconsistent. According to The Washington Post, “Rubio has described the
death in moving terms, although details have changed in his accounts. In February 2010, during Rubio’s electric speech to
the Conservative Political Action Conference in Washington, he said that his grandmother died when his father was 6 and
that ‘the day after her funeral, he went to work selling coffee in the streets of Havana.’ Seven months later, when his father
died in the midst of Rubio’s Senate campaign, Rubio wrote in an open letter that his father lost his mother when he was

‘just days shy of his ninth birthday.’ The Social Security numbers for Rubio’s father and grandfather suggest that Mario
Rubio received his Social Security number in Florida in 1956 and that Garcia received his in New York in 1956-57.” [The
Washington Post, 10/20/11]


According To Rubio, His Mother Returned To Cuba And Realized That Permanent Residency There Was
Impossible. According to The Washington Post, “In one 2010 interview with Fox News’s Sean Hannity, Marco Rubio
seemed uncertain about the date of his parents’ arrival, saying, “My parents and grandparents came here from Cuba in ‘58,
‘59. None of the public statements reviewed by The Washington Post gave 1956 as their arrival date. The senator’s office
tried to clarify the facts in its statement Thursday. After coming to the United States in 1956, Rubio’s parents visited Cuba
after Castro’s takeover. In 1961, Oriales Rubio took her two children to Cuba ‘with the intention of remaining
permanently.’ Mario remained in Florida ‘wrapping up the family’s matters.’ But within weeks of arriving, ‘it because clear
that Cuba was headed full speed toward Communism and they decided to return to the U.S,’ the statement said.” [The
Washington Post, 10/20/11]



Rubio’s Parents Did Not Become U.S. Citizens Until 1975, Sixteen Years Since They Arrived In The United
States. According to The Washington Post, “Rubio’s staff allowed The Post to examine copies of his parents’ passports.
They showed that between the couple’s admission for permanent U.S. residence and Castro’s victory on Jan. 1, 1959, his
father spent five days in Cuba and his mother spent no more than two months and three days there. The passports show
that Rubio’s mother made at least four short trips to the island after Castro’s victory, including a month-long stay in
February and March 1961. Marco Rubio was born 10 years later in Miami. The next year, his older brother, Mario,
petitioned for naturalization. The document, signed by their father, says Mario Rubio was ‘lawfully admitted to the United
States for permanent residence on May 27, 1956.’ The entry date coincides with a notarized ‘Declaration of Domicile’ —
filed in Dade County Circuit Court by their father in 1974 . It states that ‘I . . . am and have been a bona fide resident of
the state of Florida since the 27th day of May, 1956.’ On Sept. 9, 1975, Marco Rubio’s parents also petitioned for
naturalization. Their petitions list the same date of admission to the United States as the petition of Rubio’s brother. It is
unclear why Rubio’s parents waited 15 years to seek naturalization.” [The Washington Post, 10/20/11]



Rubio Has Been Under The Microscope Of Birthers Because They Claim He Was Not A “Natural Born
Citizen.” According to The Washington Post, “The parents’ naturalization papers have begun to circulate on the Internet
as part of a ‘birther’ controversy related to Rubio’s eligibility for future presidential tickets. The controversy, which was
reported this week in the St. Petersburg Times, has been compared to the frenzy surrounding President Obama’s
birthplace, but in reality it bears a closer resemblance to the fight over Sen. John McCain’s eligibility in the 2008 election.
Both the McCain squabble and the low-simmer Rubio case center on the definition of who is a ‘natural-born citizen.’ In
the last presidential cycle, some suggested that McCain (R-Ariz.) was ineligible because he was born in the Panama Canal
Zone. A similar claim has been made in blogs and other forums because Rubio’s parents were not citizens when he was
born in Florida in 1971. But legal scholars on both sides of the McCain debate told The Post that Rubio’s citizenship does
not appear to be an issue. Rubio emerged as a national political figure in 2009 when he took on Charlie Crist, a oncepopular Republican Florida governor, in a heated Senate race. Crist was forced to run as an independent because of
Rubio’s surge.” [The Washington Post, 10/20/11]



The Story Of Rubio’s Parents Were At The Core Of His 2010 Campaign Philosophy Of Smaller Government.
According to The Washington Post, “Rubio emerged as a national political figure in 2009 when he took on Charlie Crist, a
once-popular Republican Florida governor, in a heated Senate race. Crist was forced to run as an independent because of
Rubio’s surge. In a television interview on Fox Business, Rubio spelled out the central message of his campaign, saying: ‘I
believe limited government has made America the most prosperous people in the history of the world.’ Then he pivoted
to the theme that had served him so well. ‘And I think that the direction we’re going in Washington, D.C., would make us
more like the rest of the world, and not like the exceptional nation that my parents found when they came here from Cuba
in 1959, and the nation they worked in so hard so that I could inherit.’” [The Washington Post, 10/20/11]

Op-Ed: Allegations That Rubio Embellished His Parents’ Arrival To The United States Were Dramatic. Marc
Caputo wrote, “The Washington Post just released this interesting story headlined ‘Marco Rubio’s compelling family story
embellishes facts, documents show.’ The paper flagged a clear inaccuracy in his official Senate biography that states the
Senator’s parents ‘came to America following Fidel Castro’s takeover.’ That’s false. Rubio’s parents came to the US before
then, in 1956. They remained in the US after Castro took over in 1959. They returned to Cuba for brief stints early on, before
the country devolved into Soviet-style totalitarianism. But the top of the story suggests Rubio himself has given this ‘dramatic
account:’ that ‘he was the son of exiles, he told audiences, Cuban Americans forced off their beloved island after ‘a thug,’ Fidel

Castro, took power.’ (Update note: The story struck the word ‘dramatic’). However, the story doesn’t cite one speech where
Rubio actually said that. To back up the lead, the Washington Post excerpts from a 2006 address in the Florida House where
Rubio said ‘in January of 1959 a thug named Fidel Castro took power in Cuba and countless Cubans were forced to flee...
Today your children and grandchildren are the secretary of commerce of the United States and multiple members of
Congress...and soon, even speaker of the Florida House.’ The catch: If you listen to the speech, Rubio isn’t just talking about
those who specifically fled Cuba after Castro took power. He doesn’t say that his parents fled Cuba. Instead, he was talking
about ‘a community of exiles.’ That is: He was talking about all the Cubans who live in Miami. So to suggest Rubio serially
embellished the ‘dramatic’ story of his parents fleeing Cuba could be a little too dramatic itself. And it might be an
embellishment as well -- absent more information clearly showing Rubio has repeatedly said his parents fled Castro’s Cuba.”
[Marco Caputo The Miami Herald, 10/20/11]
In His Senate Victory Speech, Rubio Said That He Was The Son Of Exiles And Was the “Heir Of Two Generations
Of Unfulfilled Dreams.” According to the Miami Herald, “The 39-year-old son of Cuban-American immigrants was an
indefatigable campaigner and a made-for-television candidate, perfectly packaged as the embodiment of the American dream
with an unwavering message of fiscal discipline and love of country. ‘No matter where I go, whatever title I may achieve, I will
always be the son of exiles and will always be the heir of two generations of unfulfilled dreams,’ Rubio told an ebullient crowd
of more than 1,000 people outside the Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables. Confetti was thrown, the streets were packed with
shiny luxury cars and beat-up trucks, and a salsa band promised to play until dawn. Rubio’s victory over Gov. Charlie Crist
capped one of the most dramatic political downfalls in the country. Rubio booted a one-time vice presidential shortlister out
of his own party and into an untested, no-party bid that will end his 18-year political career, at least for now.” [The Miami
Herald, 11/3/10]

RUBIO’S MONEY PROBLEMS
Rubio Was In The Red In 2011, His Liabilities Outweighed His Assets, His Negative Minimum Net Worth Was
Negative $422,000. “Consequently, the Florida senator’s liabilities outweighed his assets in 2011, giving him a negative
minimum net worth of negative $422,000.” [The Hill, Ballot Box, 6/14/12]
Op-Ed: Rubio Paid $700 A Month In Student Loans. In the Tallahassee Democrat, Rubio wrote, “Throughout my own
life, I was blessed by a few key factors. First, I have lived under an American free enterprise system where good ideas, talent
and hard work help people move up the economic ladder. Second, I had parents who sacrificed a lot to give me opportunities
they never had. And third, I was able to afford college because of student loan and grant programs made possible by a limited
government doing things it should be doing. After high school, I attended Tarkio College in Missouri to play football. I had
never lived away from home, and my parents could not afford to help me financially. What made it possible was the financial
assistance I received. Instead of a traditional athletic scholarship, the school put together a financial aid package for me that
made it possible to pursue my two dreams: going to college and playing football. After one season (sadly a losing one, as we
were 4-5-1), I decided to move back to Florida and dedicate myself more to my studies, first at community college, then the
University of Florida and finally the University of Miami’s law school. Once again, I was relying on student loans, grants and
hard work. These experiences taught me all too well about the challenges students face in making ends meet in college, and
later on as graduates trying to pay off their student loans. I was once in their shoes as a student. And I still find myself in the
shoes of many, owing Sallie Mae more than $100,000 in law school loans, for which I pay about $700 each month. It’s an
experience I hope my kids don’t have to go through, which is why we’ve set up pre-paid college tuition programs for all four.”
[Marco Rubio, Tallahassee Democrat, 2/3/12]
According To His June Financial Disclosure Form, Rubio Owed $100,000-$250,000 In Student Loans . “Rubio
reported owing $100K to $250K in student loans.” [The Hotline, 6/16/11]
Tampa Tribune Editorial: Rubio Was In Debt; In 2005 He Owed More Than “$1 Million With Mortgages On Three
Homes, Home Equity Line Of Credit, A Car Loan And More Than $150,000 In Student Loans.” According to The
Tampa Tribune, “The Sarasota Herald-Tribune reports that Rubio has been plagued by debt. In 2005, he owed more than ‘$1
million with mortgages on three homes, a home equity line of credit, a car loan and more than $150,000 in student loans.’ All
this, coupled with what appears to be casual, if not cavalier, use of donors’ money undermines Rubio’s compelling message of
fiscal frugality.” [Tampa Tribune Editorial, 9/24/10]
Rubio Staved Off Foreclosure Proceedings He Faced Over A Home He Co-Owned With David Rivera In
Tallahassee; Financial Disclosures Showed that Rubio Did Not Release Itemized Tax Deductions That Would
Show Property Taxes And Interest Paid On Mortgages; Had A Net Worth Of $8,332 In November Of 2008.
According to The Miami Herald, “U.S. Senate candidate Marco Rubio is carrying a lot of debt for a guy who preaches fiscal
conservativism. A Wall Street Journal story [link] about candidates with financial woes (including Republican Senate candidate
Christine O’Donnell in Delaware) notes the now-dismissed foreclosure lawsuit against a Tallahassee home he owns with state
Rep. David Rivera. In June, Florida GOP Senate nominee Marco Rubio staved off foreclosure proceedings on a home he coowned with another Republican, David Rivera, who is running for the House in South Florida. But the campaign
acknowledged Mr. Rubio still carries a pile of debt on two homes, a home equity line of credit, a car loan and more than
$150,000 in student loans. The financial disclosure form filed by Senate candidates like Rubio does not require them to list
mortgages on their personal residences. And unlike rivals Charlie Crist and Kendrick Meek, Rubio did not release itemized tax
deductions that would show property taxes and interest paid on mortgages. More than $900,000 in home, car and student
loans deflated his net worth to $8,332 in November 2008 when he left public office, according to his state financial disclosure
form.” [The Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 9/23/10]
Rubio Had Personal Financial Problems In His Past. According to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune “For 16 months, Rubio
has carried this message of fiscal responsibility to great applause across Florida. What Rubio does not tell the crowds is that he
has gone deep into debt and struggled to make his payments, with Deutsche Bank initiating foreclosure proceedings on one of
his homes in June. Rubio resolved the foreclosure case, but debt has been a constant companion. In 2005, he carried more
than $1 million in debt with mortgages on three homes, a home equity line of credit, a car loan and more than $150,000 in
student loans. As he tried to meet his obligations, Rubio engaged in a series of financial transactions that led to accusations
that he received special treatment because of his political connections, abused campaign cash and engaged in deals where a
conflict of interest existed between his political position and financial benefit. Such deals seem to contradict the principles

Rubio espouses on the campaign trail: calling for balanced budgets as he strained his own, and criticizing government waste as
he arranged unadvertised government jobs for himself. They include: Arranging the $135,000 home credit line in 2006 from a
bank controlled by political supporters who valued his home at 25 percent above the purchase price a month after the sale
closed. Selling another home for a large profit in 2007 at a time when the market was on the way down. The sale was made to
the mother of a politically influential chiropractor who was lobbying Rubio over a lucrative state insurance issue. Securing nobid employment contracts in 2008 at a public hospital and state university in Miami at a time when both agencies were cutting
employees and slashing millions from their budgets.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/20/10]


Rubio Did Not Make More than $96,000 As A Lawyer Until 2004When Rubio Secured The Speakership; He
Worked For The Lobbying Firm Broad & Cassel. According to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune “He never made more
than $96,000 as a lawyer until 2004, the year after fellow legislators chose him to be speaker of the House for the 2007 and
2008 sessions. The House speaker is one of the three most powerful positions in state government. Soon after he secured
the spot, Rubio took a job making $300,000 a year at the politically connected statewide firm of Broad & Cassel. Between
2002 and 2005 the firm did $4.5 million worth of legal work for the state and represented many clients who had business
with Florida.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/20/10]

Rubio’s Tax Returns Indicated That Has His Power Increased His Income Rose From $82,710 To $301,864 In 2004,
In 2008 His Income Was Nearly $400,000; Rubio Did Not Release Records On Property Taxes And Interest Paid On
Mortgages. According to the Miami Herald “Under pressure from his chief U.S. Senate rival, former House Speaker Marco
Rubio released nine years of tax records on Friday, revealing how his personal income grew along with his political influence.
Rubio’s tax returns show that his income increased from $82,710 in 2000 when he was elected to the Florida House to
$301,864 in 2004 -- the year he stepped on the political track to become House Speaker, one of the Legislature’s most
powerful posts. During his last year in Tallahassee, Rubio earned nearly $400,000, with the bulk of the money coming from
the Miami law firm of Broad & Cassell.” [The Miami Herald, 5/22/10]
Rubio Had More Than $900,000 In Student, Car, And Home Loans That Deflated His Net Worth To $8,322 In
November Of 2008; Did Not Report A Home Equity Loan Due To An “Oversight.” According to Miami Herald “Over
the years, Rubio, who is married with four children, has carried a heavy personal debt. More than $900,000 in home, car and
student loans deflated his net worth to $8,332 in November 2008 when he left public office, according to his state financial
disclosure form. Among the debts was a $135,000 home equity loan. It was based on an appraisal that said his West Miami
home increased in value from $550,000 when he bought it in December 2005 with a $55,000 down payment to $735,000 just
37 days later. When the Miami Herald reported the loan in 2008, Rubio said he did not receive special treatment from Miamibased U.S. Century Bank, whose board of directors includes supporters like developer Sergio Pino. He said failing to include
the loan on his state financial disclosure form was an ‘oversight,’ and he amended it. The federal form does not ask Senate
candidates to pinpoint their net worth or to disclose mortgages on their personal residences. The campaign said Friday that his
‘principle liability is his home in West Miami and his student loan.’ When he began his Senate campaign in early 2009, he listed
a college loan and a mortgage on his Tallahassee condominium, each between $100,000 and $250,000. Only the student loan
appears on his latest filing. His disclosure form also lists checking and savings accounts with more than $1,000 and less than
$15,000 in each, a retirement account worth less than $50,000, and four accounts with the Florida Prepaid College Plan.” [The
Miami Herald, 5/22/10]
In 2008, Rubio reported a net worth of less than $8,400. “For his last year as speaker, Rubio reported a net worth of less
than $8,400, despite earning $69,000 from Florida International University, $45,000 from the state and $300,000 from Broad &
Cassell. The father of four had more than $900,000 in debts, including two mortgages on properties in Miami and Tallahassee,
a home equity loan and a student loan.” [St. Petersburg Times, 3/13/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Said He Was Trying “To Flip That” In Regards To His Negative Net Worth Since He Was First
Elected To The House In 2000. “At the other end of the scale, 12 lawmakers report a net worth of less than $50,000. And
two of those, including House Speaker-to-be Marco Rubio, R-Miami, have negative net worths - their debts exceed their
assets. Rubio, 33, says his financial situation is the result of law school loans and a mortgage on his house. ‘I’m trying to flip
that,’ Rubio said when asked about the negative net worth he has carried since he was elected to the House in 2000.” [Lucy
Morgan, St. Petersburg Times, 2/20/05]

Earnings

Rubio’s Liabilities Climbed To At Least $550,000 In 2011, Up From $200,000 In 2010- Has A Chase Home Loan
Worth At Least $250,000 And A Home Equity Loan Valued At Least $100,000, Had At Least $100,000 In Student
Loans. “Under the STOCK Act, which passed earlier this year, lawmakers have to disclose mortgages on their personal
residences for the first time. That might be why Rubio’s minimum net worth decreased last year. His liabilities climbed to at
least $550,000 in 2011, up from $200,000 in 2010.Rubio reported a Chase home loan worth at least $250,000 and a U.S.
Century Bank home equity loan valued at least $100,000 on his 2011 financial disclosure form; neither liability was on his 2010
report. He also has at least $100,000 in student loans with Sallie Mae.” [The Hill, Ballot Box, 6/14/12]
In 2009 Rubio Earned $230,724 From His Law Firm, $60,265 From Consulting Fees, And $72,674 From Florida
International University. According to the Miami Herald “After term limits forced Rubio to leave office in 2008, he started
his own law firm and stitched together an income from a number of clients and consulting contracts. In February 2009, he
launched a campaign for the U.S. Senate that involved constant travel for public appearances and private fundraising events.
Since 2009, Rubio has earned $230,754 from his law firm, $60,265 in consulting fees and $72,674 from his teaching job at
Florida International University, according to a personal financial disclosure form he filed last week with the Secretary of the
Senate. Rubio’s recent sources of income include a number of South Florida institutions that regularly lobby in Tallahassee for
millions of dollars in state funding. He and former legislative aide, Vivian Bovo, signed consulting contracts worth $102,000
and $96,000 with Miami Children’s and Jackson Memorial hospitals, respectively. Rubio has said his FIU hiring had nothing to
do with his support for the university getting a medical school.” [The Miami Herald, 5/22/10]
Rubio Paid $410,000 On Taxes From 2000 To 2008 Filed For An Extension For His 2009 Tax Returns. According to
the Miami Herald “His campaign said his taxes from 2000 to 2008 totaled $410,000 and that he contributed more than $66,000
to charity. Rubio did not release his 2009 tax return because he has filed for an extension.” [The Miami Herald, 5/22/10]
Rubio Did Not Give A Firm Response When Asked If He Would Have Been Hired By Broad & Cassel If He Were
Not Speaker Of The House. According to the St. Petersburg Times “Jim Defede at CBS4 looks at Marco Rubio’s finances
(Watch it here and read here): ... When Rubio first entered the Florida Legislature in 2001 he was making less than $100,000 a
year. But by the time Rubio left in 2008 his income shot up to more than $400,000, including a $300,000 a year salary from the
law firm Broad & Cassel. The I Team asked Rubio if he would have been hired by the firm if he hadn’t been selected speaker
of the House? ‘It’s hard to tell with a hypothetical,’ Rubio said. ‘I certainly would have worked somewhere. I had made a
career of working at big firms up until last year when I went out on my own.’ During the four years he worked at Broad &
Cassel, Rubio was paid $1.2 million. When Rubio was asked if he was worth it, he laughed. ... ‘Well you would have to ask
them,’ he said. ‘I hope I was.’” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 5/20/10]
Rubio Did Not Believed He Needed To Amend His Tax Returns To Reflect Any Party Money That Covered His
Personal Expenses Because It Was Not Income. According to the St. Petersburg Times “Rubio billed the party for more
than $100,000 during the two years he served as House speaker, according to credit card statements obtained by the St.
Petersburg Times and Miami Herald. The charges included repairs to the family minivan, grocery bills, plane tickets for his
wife and purchases from retailers ranging from a wine store near his home to Apple’s online store. Rubio also charged the
party for dozens of meals during the annual lawmaking session in Tallahassee, even though he received taxpayer subsidies for
his meals. Rubio said the billings all related to party business - the minivan, for example, was damaged by a valet at a political
function - and that he repaid the party for about $16,000 in personal expenses. Asked during his campaign bus tour last week
if he needed to amend his tax returns to reflect any party money that covered his personal expenses, Rubio said, ‘We don’t
believe it’s income. It’s not. ... Whatever the law is, we’re going to comply, but I don’t think it’s income.’” [St. Petersburg
Times, 4/21/10]
Univision Hired Rubio As A Paid Analyst For The 2008 Elections. According to the Palm Beach Post The Post, “Marco
Rubio: lawyer, professor and, now, TV analyst. The outgoing House Speaker from Miami has begun work as a political pundit
for Univision television and radio and will provide the Republican counterpoint to Democrat Alex Penelas, former MiamiDade mayor. On Wednesday, the two discussed Sen. Barack Obama’s potential VP pick. They will be working during the
Democratic and Republican conventions. ‘I’m excited about the opportunity to be in the front row giving analysis on what will
be a historic election in many ways,’ Rubio told the Buzz. It has been known for a while that he would do political
commentary but the details had not yet been released. Univision, based in Miami, has a national program as well as affiliates in
Orlando and Tampa. Rubio and Penelas will provide 3-minute segments during the regular news cast. They will also provide
commentary for individual story packages. It is a paid position, but Rubio deferred to Univision to reveal any details. A phone
call has not yet been returned. Rubio recently landed a $69,000 teaching job at Florida International University, but says critics
do not understand that most of his salary will come from private grants.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 8/22/08]

In 2006, Rubio Made $300,000 Working For The Firm Broad And Cassel; Owned Two Homes And Paid $14,810 In
Property Taxes On Both Of The Properties. According to Florida Today, “House Speaker Marco Rubio took the
ideological reins from former Gov. Jeb Bush when he assumed the job of presiding officer last year, and quickly hired 22
former Bush staffers to high-paying jobs in the House. He put many of them to work cranking out economic studies of how
to eliminate property taxes for Florida homesteaders. Although the plan never took, Rubio earned credit among conservatives
and a national media profile for his hard-line stance. Rubio, a corporate lawyer who makes $300,000 a year working for the
firm Broad and Cassel, owns two homes. He bought his primary residence in West Miami in 2005 for $550,000 and paid
$12,825 in taxes on it last year. He bought a second home in Tallahassee in 2005 along with Miami Rep. David Rivera for
$135,000. Last year, it cost them $1,985 in property taxes. Although he was able to avoid compromise in the organized chaos
of the regular session, the single focus of a special session changes the dynamics and puts more pressure on Rubio to make a
deal.” [Florida Today, 5/29/07]

Cheated System For Personal Wealth
Rubio Attained Personal Wealth With Political Committees And Usage Of A Republican Party Of Florida Credit
Card As His Power Rose, $600,000 Was Stored In Two Political Committees Known As Floridians For Conservative
Leadership And Floridians For Conservative Leadership. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “Marco Rubio was
barely solvent as a young lawmaker climbing his way to the top post in the Florida House, but special interest donations and
political perks allowed him to spend big money with little scrutiny. About $600,000 in contributions was stowed in two
inconspicuous political committees controlled by Rubio, now the Republican front-runner for the U.S. Senate, and his wife. A
St. Petersburg Times/Miami Herald analysis of the expenses found: - Rubio failed to disclose $34,000 in expenses - including
$7,000 he paid himself - for one of the committees in 2003 and 2004, as required by state law. - One committee paid relatives
nearly $14,000 for what was incorrectly described to the IRS as ‘courier fees’ and listed a nonexistent address for one of them.
Another committee paid $5,700 to his wife, who was listed as the treasurer, much of it for ‘gas and meals.’ - He billed more
than $51,000 in unidentified ‘travel expenses” to three different credit cards - nearly one-quarter of the committee’s entire
haul. Charges are not required to be itemized, but other lawmakers detailed almost all of their committee expenses. Rubio’s
spending continued in 2005 when the Republican Party of Florida handed him a credit card to use at his own discretion. While
serving as House speaker in 2007 and 2008, he charged thousands of dollars in restaurant tabs to the state party at the same
time taxpayers were subsidizing his meals in Tallahassee.” [St. Petersburg Times, 3/13/10]
Rubio Would Have Saved $11,927 If His Original Property Tax Plan Was Passed. According to The Stuart News,
“MARCO RUBIO, Miami House speaker Estimated income $329,916 Bought home $550,000, Dec.2005 Market Value
$503,662 Taxable value $478,662 2005 Tax N/A 2006 Tax $12,826 Projected sales tax addition $899 Proposed Houseplan
saving $11,927.” [The Stuart News, 4/22/07]

HOME EQUITY LOAN
Bank That Gave Rubio A $135,000 Home Equity Loan Was A Bailout Recipient. According to the Palm Beach Post
The Post, “The bank that gave Republican Marco Rubio a questionable $135,000 home equity loan received more bailout
money than any bank in Florida, according to ProPublica, a nonprofit group of investigative journalists. Rubio didn’t have
anything to do with the bank bailout money, which was first approved by President Bush s administration. But Rubio is
opposing a proposed bank tax from President Obama that the White House says could recover some of the projected losses
from the bailout. (More about the tax here.) The bank where Rubio received the loan, Doral-based U.S. Century, received a
chunk for the bailout, but it does not appear it would have to pay the tax under Obama s plan. The tax would be applied to
banks with at least $50 billion in consolidated assets. U.S. Century claims 1.8 billion in total assets.” [Palm Beach Post, Post
On Politics Blog, 1/15/10]
Palm Beach Editorial: Rubio Said That It Was An “Oversight” And “Nothing Unusual” When He Failed To
Disclose A $135,000 Home-Equity Loan Of Credit From A Bank Run By Some Of His Supporters. “Florida House
Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, says it was “an oversight” and “nothing unusual.” In fact, it would be an oversight to
ignore all questions about Rep. Rubio’s failure to disclose for two years his receipt, one month after purchasing his $550,000
Miami home, of a $135,000 home-equity line of credit from a bank run by some of his prominent supporters. It’s the kind of
monetary gain the state could use during this year’s constrained budget talks. It’s the kind of windfall thousands now facing
foreclosure would covet. Rep. Rubio bought his house in December 2005 for $550,000. Suddenly, though, it was appraised at

$735,000. Even for housing-bubble times, that was impressive. Officials at U.S. Century Bank, however, say there were no
political favors, that the loan was legal and is being dutifully repaid. The appreciation in value only looks as if it happened in
just 37 days. In fact, Rep. Rubio signed a contract to purchase his home at pre-construction prices the year before an appraisal
showed that $185,000 increase in value. But why did it take The Miami Herald questioning Rep. Rubio for him to acknowledge
the loan and correct his state-required financial disclosure forms? As the Herald reported, U.S. Century’s board includes:
developer Sergio Pino, whose companies donated $3,000 to Rep. Rubio’s campaign in 2006 and who has joined Rep. Rubio in
fighting expanded slot machines; developer Rodney Barreto, who also is founding partner of a Tallahassee lobbying firm with
lots of clients that have business before the Legislature; and Jose Cancela, who is involved with Floridians for Property Tax
Reform, which also lobbies Rep. Rubio, for tax cuts. Miami-Dade County residents have an even greater interest in Rep.
Rubio’s ties to U.S. Century’s board. Rep. Rubio may run for Miami-Dade mayor, and several U.S. Century board members
have ties to Neighborhood Planning Co., a partner with Lennar Corp. and the Easton Group in plans to develop 800 acres of
farmland outside the urban development boundary. Rep. Rubio says he doesn’t see why his loan and omission are newsworthy
and that he has nothing to hide.” [Palm Beach Post Editorial, 4/7/08]


Palm Beach Post Editorial: Rubio Said He Over-Discloses. According to the Palm Beach Post, Rubio said “‘I overdisclose,’ he told the Herald. ‘I try to over-disclose as opposed to under-disclose.’ He would look less like a politician
trying to legitimize what looks like a political investment in him if, two years ago, he had ‘over-disclosed’ his ties to U.S.
Century Bank.” [Palm Beach Post Editorial, 4/7/08]

Rubio Amended His Disclosure Forms After The Miami Herald Reported His Failure To Disclose A $135,000
Home Equity Loan. According to the Associated Press, “House Speaker Marco Rubio on Tuesday described his failure to
disclose a $135,000 home equity loan on his 2006 financial disclosure statement as an embarrassing mistake. The loan was
based on an appraisal just a month after he closed on a new house that increased the equity of the home by $185,000, The
Miami Herald reported. The paper reported that the increase in equity was unusual and that ‘none of the homes of similar size
within a half-mile sold for any more than Rubio paid for his in the year before or after he bought it, according to home sales
data.’ Rubio said he bought the home at a pre-construction price and the property appreciated significantly before he moved
in. Rubio called his real estate transaction ‘as straight forward as any deal could be’ and that the loans were all properly
recorded. Rubio filed amendments Friday to the original disclosure after being questioned by Herald reporters. ‘I’m usually
pretty good about that (disclosure),’ Rubio, R-West Miami, told The Associated Press. ‘That was a mistake and I was
embarrassed by it and corrected it as soon as I found out.’ Documents faxed by Rubio’s office Tuesday to The Associated
Press show he made a $50,000 down payment in December 2005 to close on a $550,000 home that was appraised a month
later at $735,000. Rubio’s amended disclosure form showed $1.3 million in assets and roughly $1.1 million in liability, a net
worth of approximately $200,000, or about $150,000 more than what was on the original form in 2006.” [The Associated
Press, 4/1/08]
Rubio Failed To Disclose A $135,000 Home Equity Loan, Experts Say That The Deal Was Unusual. According to
The Miami Herald, “State House Speaker Marco Rubio abruptly amended his financial disclosure forms Friday after The
Miami Herald asked why they lacked a $135,000 home-equity loan he obtained from a bank controlled by his political
supporters. Rubio and his wife bought the West Miami home for $550,000 in December 2005, with a $55,000 down payment.
A month later, Rubio qualified for the loan from Miami-based U.S. Century Bank because an appraisal valued the home far
higher than the purchase price: $735,000. Real-estate experts said the deal - on which Rubio gained $185,000 in equity in just
37 days - was unusual. But the 36-year-old Republican said Friday that it was all above board, that he obtained no special
favors and that the failure to disclose the loan was just ‘an oversight.’ ‘There’s nothing unusual about the loan or the
application,’ Rubio said. ‘They went out and ordered the appraisal . . . They said I qualified for $135,000. I took the equity line.’
Rubio said the appraisal was legitimate, considering the heady days of Miami’s real estate boom, but experts aren’t so sure. ‘It
looks a lot like somebody’s currying favor with an important political person,’ said Michael Cannon, a market analyst and
executive director of Integra Realty Resources-Miami whose real estate column appears in The Miami Herald. ‘People off the
street don’t get this deal because he just purchased the property for $550,000. If it is a true equity loan, there has to be equity
in the house to make the loan.’ Though U.S. Century Bank’s appraiser anticipated Rubio’s new house was worth far more than
the purchase price, none of the homes of similar size within a half-mile sold for any more than Rubio paid for his, according
to home sales data from a year before to a year after he bought the house. Rubio provided The Herald a copy of the January
2006 appraisal. Because it was a new home, the appraisal says sales prices near the Rubio home ‘do not reflect current market
conditions as these were purchased at preconstruction prices prior to price increases in the area, thus these comparables were
not used.’” [The Miami Herald via The Bradenton Herald, 3/29/08]

House Foreclosure
BANK FILED FORECLOSURE LAWSUIT AGAINST RUBIO FOR DELINQUENT
MORTGAGE PAYMENTS ON TALLAHASSEE HOUSE
Deutsche Bank Filed Foreclosure Lawsuit Against Rubio and GOP Congressman for Delinquent Mortgage
Payments on Joint-Owned Tallahassee Property (2010). On June 14, 2010, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company filed
a foreclosure lawsuit against Rubio and Republican Congressman David Rivera for delinquent mortgage payments on their
joint owned property located at 1484 Bent Willow Drive in Tallahassee, Florida. [Docket, “Deutsche Bank National Trust
Company v. Marco A. Rubio, et al.,” Leon County Circuit Court, Case No. 37-2010-CA-002070, Filed 6/14/10; Warranty
Deed, Leon County Clerk of Courts, Book 3258 Page 367, Filed 3/24/05; Palm Beach Post, 6/17/10]


Deutsche Bank Filed a Notice of Lis Pendens – The First Step In A Foreclosure – In Order to Prevent Rubio
And Rivera From Selling the Tallahassee Property. On June 15, 2010, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company filed a
Notice of Lis Pendens against Rubio and Rivera in order to legally prevent them from selling the Tallahassee property.
[Notice of Lis Pendens, Leon County Clerk of Courts, Book 4127 Page 1629, Filed 6/15/10]



Rubio And Rivera Missed Five Months Of Mortgage Payments On Tallahassee Property, Nearly Faced
Foreclosure. According to the Palm Beach Post, “Republican U.S. Senate candidate Marco Rubio is facing foreclosure on
a Tallahassee house after missing five months of mortgage payments, according to a lawsuit filed in Leon County Circuit
Court. But Rubio’s campaign spokesman said Rubio and David Rivera, a U.S. House candidate from Miami who co-owns
the home with Rubio, have paid $9,200 owed to Deutsche Bank and the foreclosure has been withdrawn.” [Palm Beach
Post, 6/17/10]



Rubio Spokesman Alex Burgos Attributed the Delinquent Payments to “Confusion and Disagreement.” “‘This is
a jointly-owned property in Tallahassee that has been in the process of being sold. A clarification was needed on the
amount owed, which has been resolved. This loan is current and the action is being withdrawn,’ said Rubio spokesman
Alex Burgos. Burgos chalked up the missed payments to “confusion and disagreement” that began in February about the
final amount owed. ‘Because the house is under contract, it has not been able to move towards closing until this matter
was resolved. Marco and the co-owner resolved this, so this process won’t go any further,’ Burgos said.,” [Politico,
6/18/10]



Rubio And Rivera Paid Back $9,524 In Order To Resolve The Dispute. According The New York Times, “Alex
Burgos, a spokesman for Mr. Rubio’s campaign, said Mr. Rubio and Mr. Rivera were selling the home and stopped paying
the mortgage during a dispute with the bank. He said they made a final payment of $9,524 on Thursday. ‘Marco and David
resolved this, so this process won’t go any further,’ Mr. Burgos said.” [The New York Times, 6/18/10]



Rubio Refused To Answer How David Rivera Helped Pay Their Mortgage. According to The Miami Herald,
“[David] Rivera has been stung by reports in the Miami Herald that the U.S. Agency for International Development has
no record of his employment, contrary to the sworn financial disclosure forms he filed as a state legislator… Rivera and
Rubio co-own a home in Tallahassee that was the subject of a foreclosure lawsuit earlier this year after the mortgage went
unpaid for five months, according to court documents. The matter was settled. Asked how Rivera earns money to help
pay the mortgage, Rubio said, ‘You need to ask him.’” [Miami Herald, 10/21/10]



Plaintiff Voluntarily Dismissed the Foreclosure Claim and Released the Lis Pendens on the Tallahassee
Property. On June 23, 2010, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company voluntarily dismissed the foreclosure lawsuit and
released the Lis Pendens on Rubio’s and Rivera’s Tallahassee property. [Notice of Voluntary Dismissal and Release of Lis
Pendens, Leon County Clerk of Courts, Book 4131 Page 280, Filed 6/23/10]



Rubio and Rivera Still Own the Tallahassee Property. A review of property records from the Leon County Clerk of
Courts index indicates that Rubio and River still own the Tallahassee property as of March 13, 2012. [Leon County Clerk
of Courts, “Rubio, Marco,” http://cvimage.clerk.leon.fl.us]

Attorney Profile & Marco Rubio, N.A.
RUBIO WAS ADMITTED TO THE FLORIDA STATE BAR IN 1997
On February 3, 1997, Rubio was Admitted to the Florida State Bar. According to The Florida Bar’s profile of Rubio, he
was admitted to practice law in Florida on February 3, 1997. Rubio is certified to practice law in Florida state courts and the
United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida. For the trailing-ten years, Rubio has no public disciplinary
history. [The Florida Bar, “Marco Antonio Rubio,” www.floridabar.org]

RUBIO HELPED FLORIDA TECH COMPANY TRY TO SUE ITS WAY OUT OF
PAYING OVER $187,000 TO OWN CONTRACTOR
Rubio Represented a Florida Tech Company in Breach of Contract Lawsuit Against a Georgia Tech Contractor. On
July 8, 1999, Rubio’s client, Quest Technologies Inc, filed a lawsuit in United States District Court for the Southern District of
Florida against GEAC Computer Systems Inc for breach of contract. [Notice of Removal, “Quest Technologies v. Geac
Computer,” United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida, Case No. 1:99-cv-01902, Filed 7/8/99;
Complaint, “Quest Technologies v. Geac Computer,” Dade County Circuit Court, Case No. 99-14547, Filed 6/18/99]


At the Time of the Lawsuit, Rubio’s Client Owed the Georgia Contractor Over $187,000 in Bills. By the time
Quest Technologies filed its lawsuit against GEAC Computer Systems, Rubio’s client Quest owed $187,316.51 in unpaid
bills to Georgia-based GEAC Computer Systems. [First Amended Complaint, “Quest Technologies v. Geac Computer,”
United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida, Case No. 1:99-cv-01902, Filed 8/31/99]



Rubio’s Client Accused the Georgia Tech Contractor of Doubling the Completion Time and Undermining the
Lead Contractor in a Joint Public-Private Project for the Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department. According
to the complaint, Rubio’s client Quest Technologies accused GEAC Computer Systems of doubling the completion time
and undermining Quest Technologies as the lead contractor for the joint public-private project to assist the Miami-Dade
Water and Sewer Department (WASD) in converting its financial system for the year 2000. Quest Technologies claimed
that it was brought in on the $750,0000 WASD project as the prime contractor and that Quest Technologies hired GEAC
Computer Systems as the project manager. Quest Technologies claimed that the terms of the contract capped GEAC
Computer Systems’ services to 2,200 billable hours or $364,800 in billable services. [First Amended Complaint, “Quest
Technologies v. Geac Computer,” United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida, Case No. 1:99-cv01902, Filed 8/31/99]



Rubio’s Client Claimed that the Georgia Tech Contractor Caused at Least $180,000 in Additional Impact Costs
to the Joint WASD Project. Quest Technologies claimed that GEAC Computer Systems caused at least $180,000 in
impact costs to the Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department (WASD) project. This included $150,000 in additional
costs for keeping GEAC staff available, although they could not work on the project due to delays. Quest Technologies
also stated that GEAC Computer Systems’ efforts to undermine them to the WASD cost Quest at least $30,000 in
damages. [First Amended Complaint, “Quest Technologies v. Geac Computer,” United States District Court for the
Southern District of Florida, Case No. 1:99-cv-01902, Filed 8/31/99]



Rubio’s Client Accused the Georgia Tech Contractor of Engaging in Trade Libel with Its Creditors, Causing a
Credit Shortage for Rubio’s Client. Rubio client Quest Technologies accused GEAC Computer Systems of advising
Quest’s creditor, Dun & Bradstreet, of Quest’s failure to pay bills, thereby causing credit shortage for Quest’s future
projects. Quest stated that because of GEAC Computer Systems’ actions, Quest was unable to obtain credit lines from
Tech Data and Comstor.net; whom Quest Technologies considered “two vital vendors of technology products.” Quest
Technologies estimation of the damage cost in form of lost profits on re-sales of these technology products was at least
worth $50,000. [First Amended Complaint, “Quest Technologies v. Geac Computer,” United States District Court for the
Southern District of Florida, Case No. 1:99-cv-01902, Filed 8/31/99]



2000: Case Settled for $75,000 and Dismissed with Prejudice. On July 13, 2000, the case was settled and dismissed
with prejudice. Rubio’s client Quest Technologies agreed to GEAC Computer Systems a total of $75,000 over a period of
three-period. [Final Order of Dismissal, “Quest Technologies v. Geac Computer,” United States District Court for the

Southern District of Florida, Case No. 1:99-cv-01902, Filed 7/13/00; Notice of Filing, “Quest Technologies v. Geac
Computer,” United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida, Case No. 1:99-cv-01902, Filed 1/18/02]


2002: Court Enters $162,000 Default Judgment Against Rubio’s Client After It Failed to Honor Settlement
Agreement. On January 18, 2002, the court entered $162,000 judgment against Rubio client Quest Technologies in favor
of GEAC Computer Systems after Quest failed to make the first of three $25,000 settlement payments by the agreed upon
date. [Notice of Filing, “Quest Technologies v. Geac Computer,” United States District Court for the Southern District of
Florida, Case No. 1:99-cv-01902, Filed 1/18/02; Order Granting Defendant’s Entry of Final Judgment, “Quest
Technologies v. Geac Computer,” United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida, Case No. 1:99-cv01902, Filed 1/18/02]

RUBIO LAW FIRM CLIENTS INCLUDED POLITICAL CONSULTANTS, LAW
FIRMS, HOTELS, AND UTILITY COMPANIES
2009-2010: Rubio’s Clients Included Political Consultants, Law Firms, Utility Companies, Hospitals, and Hotel
Businesses. From 2009 to 2010, Rubio’s private practice clients included political consultants Florida Strategic Consulting
and Marin & Sons, law firm Broad & Cassel, utility company Hypower Electric, MGI Hotels, and three hospitals. [Personal
Financial Disclosure Report, “Part X: Compensation in Excess of $5,000 Paid By One Source,” Secretary of the Senate, Marco
Rubio, 2009, 2010]


Rubio’s Private Practice Took At Least $100,000 From Its Clients From 2009 to 2010. [Personal Financial Disclosure
Report, “Part X: Compensation in Excess of $5,000 Paid By One Source,” Secretary of the Senate, Marco Rubio, 2009,
2010]

The law firm’s clients are detailed in the table below:
Year
2010
2010
2010

2010
2010
2010
2010
2010
2009
2009

2009
2009
2009
2009

Client
Braman Management (Client of Marco Rubio, PA.)
Broad & Cassel
Florida Strategic Consulting
 Court Options (Client of Florida Strategic Consulting and
Marco Rubio, P.A.)
 Jackson Memorial Hospital (Client of Florida Strategic
Consulting and Marco Rubio, P.A.)
 Miami Childrens Hospital (Client of Florida Strategic
Consulting and Marco Rubio, P.A.)
Hypower Electric (Client of Marco Rubio, PA.)
Larkin Community Hospital (Client of Marco Rubio, PA.)
Marin & Sons (Client of Rubio Consulting and Marco Rubio, P.A.)
MGI Hotels (Client of Marco Rubio, PA.)
Service Station Maintenance (Client of Marco Rubio, PA.)
Broad & Cassel
Florida Strategic Consulting
 Court Options (Client of Florida Strategic Consulting and
Marco Rubio, P.A.)
 Jackson Memorial Hospital (Client of Florida Strategic
Consulting and Marco Rubio, P.A.)
 Miami Childrens Hospital (Client of Florida Strategic
Consulting and Marco Rubio, P.A.)
Hypower Electric (Client of Marco Rubio, PA.)
Larkin Community Hospital (Client of Marco Rubio, PA.)
Marin & Sons (Client of Rubio Consulting and Marco Rubio, P.A.)
MGI Hotels (Client of Marco Rubio, PA.)

Description
Legal Services
Legal Services
Legal Services
Legal Services (Through
Florida Strategic Consulting)
Legal Services (Through
Florida Strategic Consulting)
Legal Services (Through
Florida Strategic Consulting)
Legal Services
Legal Services
Legal Services
Legal Services
Legal Services
Legal Services
Legal Services
Legal Services (Through
Florida Strategic Consulting)
Legal Services (Through
Florida Strategic Consulting)
Legal Services (Through
Florida Strategic Consulting)
Legal Services
Legal Services
Legal Services
Legal Services

Amount
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000
Over $5,000

Year
Client
Description
Amount
Total:
Over $100,000
[Personal Financial Disclosure Report, “Part X: Compensation in Excess of $5,000 Paid By One Source,” Secretary of the
Senate, Marco Rubio, 2009, 2010]

PRIOR TO FOUNDING HIS OWN PRIVATE PRACTICE, RUBIO SERVED AS
COUNSEL WITH FOUR OTHER LAW FIRMS
Rubio Worked for Four Other Florida-Based Law Firms Before Founding his Own Private Practice. Prior to founding
his own private practices in 2008, Rubio was employed by four law firms based in Florida. Rubio served as counsel to Broad &
Cassel from 2004 to 2008, to Haggard Parks P.A. in 2004, to Becker & Poliakoff from 2001 to 2004, and Ruden, McClosky,
Smith, Schuster & Russell, P.A. from 1998 to 2001.
Rubio’s employment history by other law firms is detailed in the table below:
Year
Firm
Position
Location
2004-2008 Broad & Cassel
Counsel
Miami (FL)
2004
Hagggard Parks P.A.
Counsel
Coral Gables (FL)
2001-2004 Becker & Poliakoff
Counsel
Fort Lauderdale, Hollywood, Miami (FL)
1998-2001 Ruden, McClosky, Smith, Schuster & Russell, P.A.
Counsel
Miami (FL)
[Personal Financial Disclosure Report, “Part VIII Positions Held Outside U.S. Government,” Secretary of the Senate, Marco
Rubio, 2009, 2010; Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interest, “Part D – Income,” Florida Secretary of State, Marco
Rubio, 1998-2008]

Rubio Consulting, Inc.
RUBIO RAN HIS OWN CONSULTING FIRM FROM 2008 TO 2011
In May 2008, Rubio Founded a Consulting Firm, Rubio Consulting, Inc. On May 21, 2008, Rubio started his own
consulting firm located at his residence at 6060 Southwest 13th Street in Miami, Florida. [Articles of Incorporation, Florida
Division of Corporations, Filed 5/21/08]


12/19/2011: Rubio Voluntarily Dissolved his Consulting Firm. On December 19, 2011, Rubio voluntarily filed
Articles of Dissolution to the Florida Division of Corporations for his consulting firm, Rubio Consulting, Inc. [Articles of
Dissolution, Florida Division of Corporations, Filed 12/19/11]

RUBIO LAW FIRM CLIENTS INCLUDED POLITICAL CONSULTANTS, LAW
FIRMS, HOTELS, AND UTILITY COMPANIES
2009-2010: Rubio’s Clients Included Political Consultants and UniVision Network. From 2009 to 2010, Rubio’s
consulting firm clients included political consultants Marin & Sons and UniVision. [Personal Financial Disclosure Report,
“Part X: Compensation in Excess of $5,000 Paid By One Source,” Secretary of the Senate, Marco Rubio, 2009, 2010]


Political Consulting Firm Marin & Sons Hired Rubio for Introductions Into the Local Business Community.
According to Rubio’s 2008 personal financial disclosure, “Marin & Sons retains Rubio Consulting to introduce their
clients to potential business partners in the community. Rubio Consulting does not lobby before any government entity.
Retainer began June 1st, after last session in Florida House was concluded.” [Full and Public Disclosure of Financial
Interest, “Addendum,” Florida Secretary of State, Marco Rubio, 2008]



UniVision Hired Rubio For Television and Radio Appearances. According to Rubio’s 2008 personal financial
disclosure, “UniVision retains Rubio Consulting to appear on television and radio as an analyst on elections and politics.”
[Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interest, “Addendum,” Florida Secretary of State, Marco Rubio, 2008]



Rubio’s Private Practice Took At Least $20,00 From Its Clients From 2009 to 2010. [Personal Financial Disclosure
Report, “Part X: Compensation in Excess of $5,000 Paid By One Source,” Secretary of the Senate, Marco Rubio, 2009,
2010]

The law firm’s clients are detailed in the table below:
Year
Client
Description
Amount
2010
Marin & Sons (Client of Rubio Consulting and Marco Rubio, P.A.)
Consulting Services
Over $5,000
2010
UniVision Network
Consulting Services
Over $5,000
2009
Marin & Sons (Client of Rubio Consulting and Marco Rubio, P.A.)
Consulting Services
Over $5,000
2009
UniVision Network
Consulting Services
Over $5,000
Total:
Over $20,000
[Personal Financial Disclosure Report, “Part X: Compensation in Excess of $5,000 Paid By One Source,” Secretary of the
Senate, Marco Rubio, 2009, 2010]

ETHICS
Rubio Named One Of CREW’s 2010 “Crooked Candidates”. Rubio was named one of 14 “Crooked Candidates” by the
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington in 2010. CREW specifically cited a federal investigation into Rubio’s
questionable use of a Republican Party of Florida credit card, earmarks he inserted into the state budget for personal gain, his
failure to itemize campaign expenditures that benefited his family, and preferential treatment he gave to donors as Speaker of
the Florida House of Representatives. [Crooked Candidates 2010, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington]

Republican Party of Florida Credit Card Scandal
Searchable Database of Republican Party of Florida Credit Card Records:
http://news.jacksonville.com/db/gopexpenses/index.php?action=details&cid=18
Rubio Charged Over $100,000 On His Republican Party Of Florida Credit Card Between 2006 – 2008, Mostly For
Travel And Meals, Records Have Still Not Been Released Before 2006. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “In 2005,
Rubio had access to a new source of campaign money: state GOP credit cards. He charged more than $100,000 from
November 2006 to November 2008, much of it for travel expenses and meals. Rubio has insisted that the vast majority of
those charges were for GOP business, and he directly paid off any personal expenses, though after a St. Petersburg
Times/Miami Herald report, Rubio agreed to pay the party $2,400 for plane tickets he said he mistakenly double-billed. He has
refused to release his party credit card records from 2005 and 2006. [St. Petersburg Times, 10/22/10]
In A Profile Piece, Rubio Admitted that He Wished He Could Have “Done Things Differently” In Regards To The
Credit Card Scandal And Personal Finances. According to Politico, “In addition to his youth and minimal experience in
national politics, there is also some political baggage that some say could scare off the ever-cautious Romney. At the forefront
are public spending issues. A credit card scandal that erupted in Florida in the middle of his Senate campaign — but that has
received little national attention — exposed that Rubio and others used a Florida Republican Party credit card for personal
purchases. Rubio has said it was a mistake and that he paid American Express for all the personal charges. But it still dogs him.
Some expenditures from his political action committees to his wife and other family members have also been questioned. At
best, it was a careless commingling of funds that any low-level politician knows not to do. ‘There are things I wish we would
have done differently, there’s no doubt about it — and would do differently and we now do differently,” he said. “But then
again, I’ve never learned from my successes. Everything I’ve ever learned has been from mistakes — I’m saying that with life
and not just in politics.’” [Politico, 5/18/12]
Rubio Acknowledged His Mistake In Using A Republican Party Of Florida Credit Card For Personal Use. According
to MSNBC, A prime obstacle facing Florida Sen. Marco Rubio as he engineers his ascent within the GOP — possibly even to
the vice presidency — involves murmurs regarding his previous political career in the Sunshine State. Rubio’s staff has
carefully worked to dispel allegations of impropriety surrounding his dealings with embattled Rep. David Rivera (R-FL), as
well as whether he used a card issued by the Florida state GOP to pay for personal expenses…Fox: And you addressed this in
the campaign? Oh, sure. You think I would have been elected if I hadn’t? We did, repeatedly. And I answered questions like
that all the time. It’s a valid question and, you know, it was a mistake. If I had to do it over again, I’d do it very differently.
And I think in life, you live and you learn. But again, let’s be ver clear: we’re talking about, at the time — it wasn’t like
somebody found out about this, and then I went back and paid it. These charges were on there, if they didn’t belong on there,
I paid them directly to American Express. But, look, I shouldn’t have done it that way. Lesson learned.” [First Read, MSNBC,
4/30/12]

CHARGES
Family Reunion
Rubio Charged $10,000 To A Republican Party Of Florida Credit Card For A Family Reunion. “The first CubanAmerican speaker of the Florida House celebrated his 2006 swearing-in amid the white columns and wide verandas of
Melhana Plantation, a historic resort that conjures the Deep South in the antebellum years. The cost for Marco Rubio’s four-

day family reunion just north of the Florida-Georgia line: more than $10,000, billed to the Republican Party of Florida.” [St.
Petersburg Times, The Buzz, 3/23/10]


Rubio Blamed The Travel Agent And Collected Checks From Relatives To Cover The Charges And Said “I Paid
For The Entire Personal Charge.” “Rubio blamed his travel agent for mistakenly using his party credit card to reserve
the 20 hotel rooms, and said he collected checks from relatives to cover the charges. ‘I paid for the entire personal charge,’
Rubio said in a statement. ‘The Republican Party of Florida never paid for any of it.’” [St. Petersburg Times, The Buzz,
3/23/10]



...But Another $6,773 From The Same Date Was Charged To Rubio’s Chief Of Staff Richard Corcoran, His
Credit-Card Statements Showed Payments To His American Express Bill From Rubio’s Relatives. “However,
another $6,773 in hotel bills from the same dates were charged to the GOP-issued credit card of Richard Corcoran,
Rubio’s chief-of-staff at the time. (Today’s story about his spending is here.) Corcoran’s credit-card statements, obtained
by The Herald/Times, strangely show payments to his American Express bill from Rubio’s relatives. The RPOF picked
up the remaining $714 of the Melhana bill, according to a report it filed with the Florida Division of Elections. Corcoran
said he could not explain why his statement included eight room charges of $504 -- listed exactly the same as the 20 room
charges on Rubio’s bill for the same amount and same four days in November -- or why Rubio’s relatives helped to pay
off his bill.” [St. Petersburg Times, The Buzz, 3/23/10]



Rubio Advisor Todd Harris Said That That The Catering For A Canceled Dinner Was Put On Corcoran’s Card
And The Room And Catering Were Used By Rubio’s Family. “Todd Harris, an advisor to Rubio’s U.S. Senate
campaign, said the charges on Corcoran’s card were not for hotel rooms but for a ‘leadership dinner’ for Rubio, his top
deputies and their spouses. The dinner was canceled, Harris said, and the room and catering was used by Rubio’s family.
‘It was used by Marco’s friends and family, and then for whatever reason, when Melhana did the billing, they ended up
putting bills for all catering onto Richard’s card,’ Harris said, sending this bill to back up his claim: Download Melhana
Invoice. ‘They took the total charge and billed it in increments of $504.’” [St. Petersburg Times, The Buzz, 3/23/10]



When Asked Weeks Before About The Family Reunion Charges, Rubio Never Mentioned Corcoran’s Charges
Or RPOF’s Involvement. “Harris said part of the reason for the confusion was that Rubio and his family sent all of their
checks for the reunion to the RPOF, which then distributed them to American Express to pay off his and Corcoran’s bills.
But when first asked about the trip weeks ago, Rubio never mentioned the Corcoran charges or RPOF’s involvement. ‘I
had to collect payments from my family members and send the checks directly to American Express.’” [St. Petersburg
Times, The Buzz, 3/23/10]

More Than $4,000 For Flooring At His Home
Rubio Charged $4,000 To The Florida Republican Party Credit Card For Flooring At His Home. In an article with
former GOP Jim Greer, who for the first time spoke about the misuse of the Florida Republican Party Credit Card Rubio is
mentioned as charging “more than $4,000 for flooring at his home on GOP credit cards money was being spent at such a
break neck pace that Democrats spoofed Rubio in a mock American Express ad saying, ‘Marco Rubio can afford a lot of
things, but what he can’t there’s always the Republican Party credit card.’” [WTSP, 9/1/11]
Republican Consultant Said Rubio Admitting Charging Thousands Of Dollars In Personal Home Remodeling
Expenses On RPOF Card. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “a Republican political consultant and former vocal
Rubio supporter says Rubio told him he had charged thousands of dollars in home remodeling expenses on his state GOP
American Express card. ‘I raised the issue very casually, “Are there any issues you need to worry about that could cause you a
problem?” The biggest concern of his was this charge of $4,000 to $5,000 for a kitchen flooring renovation in his house that
he said somehow wound up on his (party) credit card,’ said Chris Ingram of Tampa, adding that Rubio assured him he had
paid for that charge.” [St. Petersburg Times, 9/24/10]


Rubio Refused To Answer Direct Questions On His Personal Home Flooring Expenses. “When Marco Rubio sat
down with the Times-Union editorial board yesterday, we asked questions about his Republican Party of Florida credit
card statements that have been the subject of much speculation… Q: ‘I’d like a yes or no answer. Did you ever use your Republican
Party of Florida credit card to purchase flooring for your home?’ A: ‘Look, I’ve already addressed these credit card questions. The
bills came to my home and I always wrote a check for personal expenses.’ Q: ‘But did you ever use the card to purchase flooring for

your home?’ A: ‘If there was an accident, any time there was something on there that was personal, I promptly paid out of
my own pocket.’” [Florida Times-Union, 9/24/10]

Flight Tickets
Rubio Double-Billed RPOF And Taxpayers For Eight Plane Tickets Worth Nearly $3,000. “U.S. Senate candidate
Marco Rubio admitted Friday that he double-billed state taxpayers and the Republican Party of Florida for eight plane tickets
when he was speaker of the Florida House. Calling the billing a mistake, Rubio said in a written statement that he will repay
the party about $3,000 to cover the flights because the trips in 2007 were for state business, not politics… He said his travel
was arranged by a travel agency and his staff, and that the agency on several occasions applied charges to his party credit card
instead of his personal one. Then staffers unknowingly sought reimbursement for the same flights from the state, Rubio said,
though he personally signed off on each voucher.” [St. Petersburg Times, 2/27/10]


Rubio Defended Flight Expenses For His Wife, Calling Her The “First Lady Of The Florida House”. “Rubio
also booked six plane tickets for his wife using his GOP credit card. It was unclear how many, if any, of those trips his
wife actually took; in some instances, she did not fly and Rubio was credited by the airline. ‘My wife was the first lady of
the Florida House of Representatives, and it is absolutely appropriate for her to accompany me to official events and party
functions,’ Rubio said.” [St. Petersburg Times, 2/25/10]

Meals
In 2007 and 2008 Charged More Than $3,700 In Meals. During the 2007 and 2008 legislative sessions, records show
Speaker Rubio charged more than $3,700 in meals on his party credit card at the same time he was receiving the state’s $126
per day ‘subsistenc’ to help cover legislators’ food and lodging. Harris said the meal charges were for political purposes,
though the speaker’s successor typically oversees political activities for House Republicans and lawmakers are not allowed to
raise money during session. Rubio received $10,000 for meals and lodging from the state in 2007 and 2008. Still, the credit
card records obtained by the Times/Herald showed Rubio regularly dined out at the party’s expense - from a $14.24 bill at
Andrew’s Capital Grill & Bar, to $184.15 at Masa, an upscale ‘Asian-fusion’ restaurant. ‘It would be entirely inappropriate for
Marco to use (taxpayer) money to pay for meals that were political in nature,” Harris said. ‘As a general rule, the subsistence
payments went to subsidize lodging for Marco and any time he spent money for a political meal he made sure that the party
paid for it.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 3/13/10]

Haircut
Rubio Charged $133.75 At “Upscale Barber Shop” To RPOF Credit Card. “Among the charges former House Speaker
Marco Rubio put on his Republican Party of Florida credit card: a $133.75 trip to an upscale barber shop in downtown Miami,
Churchills, on Nov. 18, 2006.” [The Buzz, St. Petersburg Times, 2/24/10]


Rubio Denied Getting A $134 Haircut. “Marco Rubio was on south Florida’s WFTL radio this morning where for the
first time he said the $133.75 tony hair salon charged on his state party credit card was not for a hair cut. Q: ‘What do you tip
on a $134 haircut, Marco?’ Rubio: ‘That’s not, that’s not even accurately reported, that’s not what that was. And, uh,
unfortunately as I said, it’s been misrepresented, misreported… Those are charge cards, not credit cards. You’ve got to
pay it at the end of every month, which we did, and I paid for it out of my own pocket, all of it. So those are just charges
that appeared on the statement, doesn’t mean the party paid for it, in fact the official state documents show that the party
didn’t pay for it, and I wish that had been highlighted more prominently by the Miami Herald and others who covered the
story… You know this is an election about a country that owes trillions of dollars, a lot of it to foreign debt holders, I
doubt this election is going to turn on some $138 charge on my personal credit.’ Q: ‘Well uh, but you didn’t answer my question,
what do you tip on a haircut that expensive?’ Rubio: ‘But uh, I’ve never had one, I’ve never had one that expensive, so I can’t tell
you.’ Q: So you did not get a haircut that expensive? That’s what you’re saying? Rubio: ‘No, that’s not what that was, that was a
bunch of other stuff that was for a silent auction and all of that. We paid for that out of my own pocket, we were just
charged there on the charge card, but you’ve got to come back and pay for it at the end of the month. So, but like I said,
the bigger issues of this campaign, and that’s what we’re focused on.’” [The Buzz Blog, St. Petersburg Times, 3/4/10]

Car Repairs

In January 2008 Rubio Charged $1,000 For Repairs To His Family Minivan. “Rubio said Wednesday that he paid for all
personal expenses billed to an American Express card given to him by the party to use from 2005 to 2008, when he left public
office. The rest of the charges, he said, were legitimate party expenses. Those expenses include a $1,000 charge at Braman
Honda in Miami for repairs to the family car in January 2008. Rubio said the minivan was damaged by parking attendants at a
political function and that the party agreed to cover half of his insurance deductible. The party also paid $2,976 for him to rent
a car in Miami for five weeks.” [St. Petersburg Times, 2/25/10]

Miscellaneous
Rubio’s Dubious RPOF Expenses Included Computer Supplies, Groceries. “U.S. Senate candidate Marco Rubio
charged grocery bills, repairs to the family minivan and purchases from a wine store less than a mile from his West Miami
home to the Republican Party of Florida while he was speaker of the Florida House, according to records obtained by the St.
Petersburg Times/Miami Herald... Charges covered by the party as political expenses include: $765 at Apple’s online store for
‘computer supplies,’ $25.76 from Everglades Lumber for ‘supplies,’ $53.49 at Winn-Dixie in Miami for ‘food,’ $68.33 at Happy
Wine in Miami for ‘beverages” and ‘meal,’ $78.10 for two purchases at Farm Stores groceries in suburban Miami, $412 at All
Fusion Electronics, a music equipment store in Miami, for ‘supplies.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 2/25/10]

BLAMED CRIST AND RPOF FOR THE LEAK
Rubio Campaign Accused Crist Campaign Of Leaking RPOF Credit Card Records In “Desperation”. “On
Wednesday night, Rubio sent a letter to [State Sen. John] Thrasher accusing his GOP rival in the hotly contested U.S. Senate
race, Gov. Charlie Crist, of leaking the credit card documents to the press. ‘It is clear these internal documents were taken
from the RPOF by former chairman Jim Greer or someone working for him and were leaked to the media by the Crist
campaign,’ Rubio’s letter said. ‘These actions are an appalling act of political desperation.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 2/25/10]


Rubio Decried Leak In Letter To RPOF Chair. In a February 2010 letter RPOF Chairman John Thrasher, Rubio
wrote: “I have always agreed with your position that these issues are internal party matters which must be decided by the
Republican Party of Florida, and not in the court of public opinion through selective information leaked to the media. As
you know, I have maintained that I would not unilaterally disclose my personal American Express statements. I made this
decision out of respect for any internal review process a new chairman might initiate, and to avoid creating a media circus
that at best would be a distraction, and at worst could actually hurt our Party. However, as I told you Monday, at least one
Florida media outlet is now in possession of my statements. No one other than the previous RPOF administration and
myself had access to this information. It is clear these internal documents were taken from the RPOF by former Chairman
Jim Greer, or someone working for him, and were leaked to the media by the Crist Campaign. These actions are an
appalling act of political desperation. The idea that the former chairman of the RPOF, or those working for the Governor,
would selectively leak internal RPOF documents is disturbing. But sadly it is not surprising because these are the very men
who put the party in the mess it is in today.” [Buzz Blog, St. Petersburg Times, 2/24/10]

IRS INVESTIGATION
2010: Rubio’s RPOF Credit Card Usage Led To IRS Investigation. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “The IRS
opened the so-called ‘primary” investigation into Rubio, the leading Republican candidate for Florida’s open U.S. Senate seat,
and the two former state GOP officials to see if there’s enough evidence to support a full-fledged criminal inquiry, according
to a source familiar with the IRS examination… At this stage of the IRS investigation, agents are looking at federal tax records,
state financial disclosure forms and other documents to see whether Rubio, [ex-state party chairman Jim] Greer and [ex-party
executive director Delmar] Johnson may have personally benefited from using their GOP American Express cards without
reporting or paying taxes on additional income.” [St. Petersburg Times, 4/21/10]


Rubio Denied His RPOF Personal Expenses Counted As “Income”. “Rubio campaign adviser Todd Harris said
Tuesday that the former lawmaker from Miami has not been contacted by any federal investigators. ‘There is absolutely
nothing to this,’ he said. ‘Anyone who is looking into it or investigating will quickly come to the same conclusion.’…
Asked during his campaign bus tour last week if he needed to amend his tax returns to reflect any party money that
covered his personal expenses, Rubio said, ‘We don’t believe it’s income. It’s not. . . . Whatever the law is, we’re going to
comply, but I don’t think it’s income.”’ [St. Petersburg Times, 4/21/10]



Rubio Claimed He Had Not Contacted By Federal Investigators As Of April 2010. “The Miami Herald/St.
Petersburg Times, citing unnamed sources, reported that investigators are looking into credit card use for a number of
GOP leaders in Florida to determine if they were used for personal expenses. Rubio had a party-issued credit card for
about four years, while he was an elected official. ‘I have not been contacted and don’t know anything about any potential
inquiries, but I welcome the chance to set the record straight once and for all,’ Rubio said.” [The Associated Press,
4/21/10]

HYPROCRISY OVER RELEASE OF RECORDS
April 2010: Rubio Said All RPOF Spending Records Should Be Made Public... “Florida Senate candidate Marco Rubio
said Wednesday he has nothing to hide about his use of a credit card issued through the state GOP and that all of the party
spending should be made public... ‘Getting this information out in the open will be the best way to deal with it. As far as my
spending is concerned, it was for legitimate political purposes. When I made personal charges, I paid for them directly to
American Express,’ Rubio said in a statement released by his campaign.” [Associated Press, 4/21/10]


…But Refused To Release His Pre-2006 RPOF Credit Card Statements. “Rubio frequently billed personal expenses
on the Republican Party credit card in 2007 and 2008 when he served as House speaker, from a $10.50 movie ticket to
more than $10,000 in hotel rooms for a family reunion. Rubio says he sent checks to American Express to cover all of his
personal expenses, but he has refused to release his credit card statements for 2004 and 2005.” [Miami Herald, 10/4/10]



St. Petersburg Times Mocked Rubio’s “Hypocrisy” On Credit Card Disclosures. “A day ago, Marco Rubio
demanded the release all Jim Greer’s GOP credit card statements during his time as chairman of the state party. ‘I would
ask you to strongly consider releasing all AMEX statements from Jim Greer’s time as chairman to the RPOF Executive
Committee,’ stated Rubio’s letter, which tried to link Greer to Charlie Crist, his GOP primary opponent. But it’s
interesting to note that Rubio won’t release all his credit card statements. The Miami Herald and St. Petersburg Times
obtained a portion of his statements during his tenure as House Speaker but the records didn’t date back to when he first
received his party credit card. So how does Rubio’s campaign explain the seemingly hypocritical stance? They couldn’t.”
[Buzz Blog, St. Petersburg Times, 4/22/10]



Rubio: Unreleased Credit Card Statements “An Internal Party Matter”. “The Republican Party has released copies
of credit card statements during the Jim Greer era. It has not released copies of statements prior to Greer’s tenure, which
was when Rubio was speaker… Q: ‘A Florida newspaper has reported that it has obtained a copy of an e-mail from you where you
acknowledge possession of four years worth of credit card statements? Why not release the copies and end the discussion?’ [Rubio]: ‘Those
credit card statements are an internal party matter. I’m not going to release them.’” [Florida Times-Union, 9/24/10]



Rubio Expressed Concern Over Electoral Impact Of Exposing RPOF Records To “Media Scrutiny”. “Rubio,
interviewed by Tallahassee radio station WFLA-FM this morning, also said how much to disclose is up to the next
chairman. ‘I think there are pros and cons to doing some public spectacle that opens up the private books of a private
entity, which is the Republican Party, to media scrutiny - not to mention the impact it can have electorally, going forward,’
he said.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 2/9/10]

CLAIMED TO REIMBURSE THE PARTY
Rubio: RPOF “Has Never Paid For My Personal Expenses.” “Marco Rubio, appearing this morning on Face the Nation,
brushed off questions about his use of a Republican Party of Florida credit card as a distraction from critics who ‘are wrong
on the ideas.’ Rubio flatly said, ‘The Republican Party of Florida has never paid for my personal expenses.’ That’s a nuanced
response. In fact, Rubio routinely charged personal items on the American Express, from groceries to family reunion
arrangements. But Rubio said he paid American Express. Only partial record of his spending is public; Rubio has declined to
release those before November 2006, saying that is a party matter.” [The Buzz Blog, St. Petersburg Times, 9/26/10]
…But PolitiFact: Rubio “Mostly False” On Claim That RPOF Charges Were Made “With My Money”. “To recap,
Rubio said the charges were made with ‘my money.’ […] But the fact that there were purchases that appear to be personal, and

were paid for by the Republican Party, undercuts his claim. And although the card was under his name, American Express says
that in general -- as long as a cardholder isn’t violating the rules set out by the company -- it is the company (in this case the
party) that is liable for the charges. And the cardholder (in this case Rubio) won’t have his credit rating affected if the bill is not
paid on time. So there’s little evidence that it was ‘his money,’ but more that it was really the party’s. We rate his claim Barely
True.” [PolitiFact Florida, 3/11/10]
Rubio Claimed He Reimbursed RPOF For Personal Charges, But Party Spokesman Said Card Was Meant Only For
Business Expenses. “Rubio said the party allowed him to put personal expenses on the card and the party reviewed his bill
monthly. ‘I was as diligent as possible to ensure the party did not pay for items that were unrelated to party business,’ Rubio
said in a written statement. ‘There was no formal process provided by the party regarding personal charges.’ But party
spokeswoman Katie Gordon said the card was not supposed to be used for personal expenses. ‘The RPOF American Express
card is a corporate card and is meant to be used for business expenses,’ she said when asked about the party’s policy. IRS rules
for political parties, which are tax-exempt, require that their donations go exclusively toward influencing elections.” [St.
Petersburg Times, 2/25/10]

CHIEF OF STAFF CHARGED AT LEAST $105,000 ON RPOF CREDIT CARDS
Rubio’s Chief Of Staff Charged At Least $105,000 On RPOF Credit Cards, Including Thousands At “Tallahassee’s
Best Restaurants”. “Rubio’s chief of staff, Richard Corcoran, charged more than $19,000 in 2007 -- and at least $86,000
before then -- on his AmEx card. Corcoran charged routine expenses such as Starbucks coffee and $128.68 at Barnes and
Noble. He also spent thousands at Tallahassee’s best restaurants, including Cyprus, Food Glorious Food, Andrew’s Capitol
Grille and The Melting Pot fondue joint.” [Orlando Sentinel, 5/7/10]

EDITORIALS
Palm Beach Post Editorial: Rubio’s Error About His The Arrival Of His Parents Echoes Ducking Questions About
The His Personal Use Of A Republican Party Of Florida Credit Card. The Palm Beach Post Editorial Board wrote,
“Anyone who has heard Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., speak about his parents probably assumed that they fled Cuba after Fidel
Castro seized power in January 1959. Until recently, Sen. Rubio’s government website said his parents ‘came to America
following Fidel Castro’s takeover.’ If true, this would have tailored their defining life decision neatly to that of hundreds of
thousands of other Cuban-Americans. On this charge, he deserves criticism. Sen. Rubio has acknowledged before that his
parents first came to the U.S. before Castro’s takeover. But The Washington Post pointed out that in a 2010 interview with
Fox News Sen. Rubio said they came from Cuba in “58, ‘59.’ In a separate interview on Fox Business, he said that his parents
‘came here from Cuba in 1959.’ And, of course, his official Senate website clearly pegged his parents as post-Castro exiles. He
might be forgiven for not knowing the precise year of his parents’ arrival, but placing it on the wrong side of the Cuban
revolution is an error that, if not intentionally misleading, is egregiously careless. Should the year that his parents left Cuba
matter? No. But Sen. Rubio’s error speaks to a tendency to fudge or evade facts, one that echoes his ducking of questions
about his use of a Republican Party credit card while speaker of the Florida House. Worse, embellishing his parents’ story links
him further to the anti-Castro faction whose political sway has impeded serious debate about changing our failed, five-decade
Cuba policy that includes an embargo on trade. Given his parents’ search for greater economic opportunity, Sen. Rubio’s
insistence on blocking such chances for ordinary Cubans is an even graver error than mischaracterizing his parents’ quest.”
[Palm Beach Post Editorial, 10/27/11]
Tampa Tribune Editorial: Rubio “Needs To Come Clean On His Own Spending”. “Marco Rubio, the Republican
nominee for the U.S. Senate, dismisses inquiries about his use of a party credit card as ‘an internal party matter.’ That won’t
wash. Donors give to a party to advance its political agenda, not to advance a party official’s personal cash flow. Rubio owes
voters a candid account about why he used his card for personal expenses - which he maintains he paid directly or repaid - and
complete disclosure of his party credit card bills… If Rubio expects voters to trust him to bring fiscal restraint to Washington,
he needs to come clean on his own spending.” [Tampa Tribune Editorial, 9/24/10]
Orlando Sentinel Editorial: Florida GOP “A Party Out Of Control” “The party of fiscal responsibility? For the Florida
GOP, how about Party Central? …Political heavyweights like U.S. Senate candidate Marco Rubio and House Speaker-elect
Dean Cannon also threw contributors’ money around like Bit-O-Honey at a parade… Republicans ought to be outraged. At
the dinners, at Mr. Rubio’s $100 haircut, at [Jim] Greer’s term heading the party, and at [Gov. Charlie] Crist for having Mr.

Greer run it. And they ought to demand the return of a party that reflects the ideals of fiscal responsibility.” [Orlando Sentinel,
4/6/10]

Ethics Complaint
Rubio Asked The Florida Commission On Ethics To Throw Out A Compliant That Alleged He Abused His Power
When He Was Speaker Of The Florida House Of Representatives. According to Politico, “Florida Sen. Marco Rubio has
called on a state ethics panel to wrap up its investigation into a 2010 complaint that he misspent campaign contributions and
abused his power when he was the Florida House speaker. In a letter to the Florida Commission on Ethics, the freshman
GOP senator described the complaint as “baseless” and politically motivated. He said the panel only informed his office of the
complaint in August 2011 — some 16 months after a Democratic donor filed it in the midst of Rubio’s tough Senate race
against then-Gov. Charlie Crist… According to the Tampa Bay Times, Fort Lauderdale resident Michael D. Ryan filed a
complaint, based on local news stories, alleging that Rubio misspent donations “to subsidize his lifestyle.” Florida news outlets
had reported that between 2006 and 2008, Rubio, then a member of the Florida House, charged personal expenses to his
party-issued credit card. Rubio has said he’s repaid those personal expenses. The complaint also accused Rubio of using his
influence as Florida speaker to snag an unadvertised teaching job at Florida International University while other faculty were
being laid off, the Times reported.” [Politico, 3/2/12]
“Retired Businessman” Filed Ethics Complaint Over Rubio’s RPOF Credit Card Charges, FIU Hiring. “Former
Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio misspent donations to the Republican Party of Florida and his political committees ‘to
subsidize his lifestyle,’ according to a sweeping complaint filed with the Florida Commission on Ethics. The complaint filed
by Michael D. Ryan of Fort Lauderdale also says Rubio ---- now a U.S. Senate candidate competing against Gov. Charlie Crist
-- used his public office to get an unadvertised job at Florida International University when it was laying off faculty.
Ryan, a retired businessman, said he used to be registered as a Republican but hasn’t voted in years and has ‘zero political
agenda.’ Ryan gave $2,300 to former Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton in 2007 because, he said, he was in
business with one of her supporters, basketball Hall of Famer Magic Johnson. Rubio’s campaign seized on the donation as
evidence of Ryan’s motives.” [Miami Herald, 3/24/10]

Consulting While Being Speaker
RUBIO CONSULTING
Rubio Had Earned Income From Rubio Consulting In 2008 Which He Described As A “Business And Media
Consulting Firm,” Clients Included Univision and Marin & Sons; Rubio Noted On His Disclosure Form That He
Was Not A Lobbyist. “Now that Gov. Charlie Crist’s personal finances are back in public view, how about a peek at those of
his U.S. Senate rival, former House Speaker Marco Rubio? The 38-year-old Rubio, a father of four children, reports a net
worth of $8,351 and is more than $900,000 in debt. He owns two homes, one in Miami and one in Tallahassee. In 2008 he
received $300,000 in salary from the law firm Broad & Cassel, in addition to his $69,000 salary as a teacher at Florida
International University and a $45,000 salary as speaker. He still owes $115,000 in student loans. Rubio also earned income in
2008 from Rubio Consulting, which he describes as a business and media consulting firm. The company’s principal clients are
Univision, a Spanish-language TV network, and Marin & Sons, a Miami consulting firm. Rubio added this notation to his
financial disclosure form: ‘Marin & Sons retains Rubio Consulting to introduce their clients to potential business partners in
the community. Rubio Consulting does not lobby before any governmental entity. Retainer began June 1st (2008), after last
session in Florida House was concluded.’ Marin, a Tallahassee lobbyist, is registered to represent five clients in the capital,
including Independent Living Systems of Miami, whose lobbyists also include Viviana Bovo, wife of state Rep. Esteban
(Steve) Bovo, R-Hialeah. Here’s more background on the Rubio-Bovo business relationship.” [The Miami Herald Naked
Politics Blog, 7/7/09]

Florida International University
Rubio Teaches A Course At Florida International University On Mondays and Fridays, Began Teaching After His
Time In The Florida Legislature, Even Though The State Was Cutting Programs At The School. According to the
Tampa Bay Times, ”At Florida International University in Miami, U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio is professor Rubio. He teaches

political science on Mondays and Fridays, when the Senate is typically off (a workload that provides its own instruction on
how Washington operates). It’s a remarkable sight, the 40-year-old Republican hotshot and tea party darling who has hewed to
a largely uncompromising script in Washington, striving to provide a balanced take on the political process…Rubio began
teaching at FIU after leaving the Florida Legislature in 2008. (He has a law degree from the University of Miami, but no
master’s.) The soft landing raised questions, not least over state funding he helped the school secure. The president of FIU’s
faculty senate complained that Rubio was hired while programs were being cut and 200 jobs eliminated. Charlie Crist tried to
make it an issue in their 2010 U.S. Senate race and Democrats made noise last year when Rubio rejoined the FIU faculty with
clearance from the Senate. He makes $24,000 teaching four courses. ‘There is just something that doesn’t smell right with
hiring legislative figures,’ said FIU philosophy professor Bruce Hauptli, who raised the concerns in 2008. But he said the
financial crunch has eased and acknowledged the buzz on campus. ‘Now that he’s had positions at the state and federal level,
there’s a sense that political science students really ought to be queueing up to hear what he has to say.’” [Tampa Bay
Times, 4/23/12]
2008: Rubio Secured No-Bid Employment Contracts From A Public Hospital And Florida International University
During Budget Cutbacks. The Sarasota Herald-Tribune reported that Rubio secured “no-bid employment contracts in 2008
at a public hospital and a state university in Miami at a time when both agencies were cutting employees and slashing millions
from their budgets… Florida International University announced Rubio had been hired to teach political science classes and to
do research part time for $69,000 per year. The job was never publicly advertised. That year, the university cut 23 degree
programs and 200 jobs. Another 200 jobs were cut the next year.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/18/10]


Rubio Directed Millions To FIU During His Time As Speaker; Hired His FIU Supervisor As A Pollster.
According to the Herald-Tribune, Rubio “helped secure $15 million for a hurricane center, $11 million for a medical
school, $2.5 million for a student academic support center and millions more in other budget requests for FIU while he
was speaker of the House… After joining the FIU faculty, Rubio subsequently paid his boss, Dario Moreno, the professor
who helped get him hired, $12,000 to conduct polling for his U.S. Senate campaign. Moreno stopped working for Rubio
when the payment was reported in the media.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/18/10]



Rubio: “No Linkage” Between FIU Funding And Job Offer. According to the Orlando Sentinel’s Victor Schaffner,
Rubio discussed his FIU work during an interview with the paper’s editorial board: “Asked about the linkage between his
helping fund Florida International University’s medical school request of $5.47 million and later landing a $69,000
teaching position with FIU, he said ‘there is no linkage.’ Because he got hired three months after finishing his term as
speaker.” [Victor Schaffner, Orlando Sentinel, 9/23/10]



Rubio Said That He Was Hired At FIU Because Of His Experience, Not Due To Connections. “Rubio’s contract
states that ‘at least half’ of his salary will be raised through ‘extramural funding,’ like donations and contracts that Rubio
helps bring in. ‘I didn’t get the job because I was speaker and did something to help them hire me,’ Rubio said. But he did
say his public service makes him qualified. ‘Obviously, people hire you for the experience you have.’ Rubio, stressing that
he was not talking about a particular case, said perception is an issue politicians should worry about. ‘In politics, the
standard has to be higher than something being legal. That’s what keeps you out of jail not out of trouble.’” [The Miami
Herald, 12/21/08]

Orlando Sentinel Editorial: Rubio’s FIU Job “Undermines The Cause Of Education”. “House Speaker Marco Rubio
and Florida International University deserve each other for their preposterous deal making him a ‘visiting distinguished-service
professor.’ FIU’s students and faculty -- indeed, all Florida residents -- deserve far better… the practice of rewarding familiar
politicians over deserving educators is undermining education. It needs to end.” [Orlando Sentinel Editorial, 7/31/08]
Rubio Secured A $20 Million Budget Allocation For Jackson Memorial Hospital, Then Earned $8,000-Per-Month As
Their Consultant. According to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, “About the same time [as his FIU contract], Rubio landed a
$8,000-per-month consulting contract with Jackson Memorial Hospital, Miami’s large public hospital, just months after he
helped secure an extra $20 million state budget allocation for the hospital during his speakership.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune,
9/18/10]

Jackson Memorial Hospital
Rubio Received A $8,000 Month Consulting Contract With Jackson Memorial Hospital Months After He Secured
An Extra $20 Million State Allocation For The Hospital; The Hospital Faced Cuts And Staff Layoffs In 2010. “Rubio

landed a $8,000-a-month consulting contract with Jackson Memorial Hospital, Miami’s large public hospital, just months after
he helped secure an extra $20 million state budget allocation for the hospital during his speakership. Big cuts are on the table
and hundreds of county workers showed up to protest. Employees at Jackson Memorial, which receives county tax dollars,
wore purple shirts with the slogan ‘Save Jackson.’ Omayra Hernandez, a mental health nurse with 25 years of experience, said
Rubio’s nearly $100,000 contract is ‘definitely concerning’ at a time when ‘we’re losing staff and seeing more patients, more
suicides, more depression, more everything because times are hard and people can’t cope.’ Hernandez added, ‘We need to be
spending our money more wisely.’” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9/20/10]
In 2009 Rubio Earned $230,724 From His Law Firm, $60,265 From Consulting Fees, And $72,674 From Florida
International University. “After term limits forced Rubio to leave office in 2008, he started his own law firm and stitched
together an income from a number of clients and consulting contracts. In February 2009, he launched a campaign for the U.S.
Senate that involved constant travel for public appearances and private fundraising events. Since 2009, Rubio has earned
$230,754 from his law firm, $60,265 in consulting fees and $72,674 from his teaching job at Florida International University,
according to a personal financial disclosure form he filed last week with the Secretary of the Senate. Rubio’s recent sources of
income include a number of South Florida institutions that regularly lobby in Tallahassee for millions of dollars in state
funding. He and former legislative aide, Vivian Bovo, signed consulting contracts worth $102,000 and $96,000 with Miami
Children’s and Jackson Memorial hospitals, respectively. Rubio has said his FIU hiring had nothing to do with his support for
the university getting a medical school.” [The Miami Herald, 5/22/10]
Rubio Steered $20 Million To Jackson Memorial Hospital And Months Later Scored A $8,000 A Month Contract
From The Hospital For Consulting. The budget list also links Rubio to a $20 million special line item for Jackson Memorial
Hospital in 2008. Months later, Rubio established a consulting firm with a former aide and scored an $8,000 monthly
consulting contract with the hospital. Because it would have paid less than $100,000 a year, the contract was a no-bid deal that
didn’t have to undergo a vote of the Public Health Trust, a county agency that runs Jackson. Rubio’s spokesman, Martinez,
said every Miami-Dade member supported Jackson, the state’s largest provider of charity care. Rubio no longer works for
Jackson, and he has stressed that he never lobbied for the hospital. Rubio did work as a local-government lobbyist through his
former law firm, Becker & Poliakoff. In 2002, Becker & Poliakoff -- but not Rubio specifically -- served as a lobbyist for
Miami-Dade County on a request for $5 million for community re-habilitation projects. Rubio sponsored that item, which was
vetoed. Martinez said Rubio was a lawyer for the firm, not a lobbyist in the strict sense of the word.” [The Miami Herald,
3/10/10]


According To His Spokesperson, Rubio Did Not Request The $20 Million For Jackson Memorial Hospital, But
Did Support It. “ Florida TaxWatch found what it considers to be a near-record amount, 507 items, that it wants Gov.
Charlie Crist to either ax or eye closely when he announces his line-item vetoes of the $72 billion budget later this week.
Another big-ticket item TaxWatch targeted is $20 million for Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami-Dade County in the
district of House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami. The spending was not recommended by the governor or a state
agency, the group said. Rubio did not request the $20 million for Jackson Memorial, but he supports it, said spokeswoman
Jill Chamberlin. ‘The speaker doesn’t feel the need to defend money for a hospital that is so extremely important for that
community,’ she said. ‘Jackson is the mother to thousands of low income people in Miami. It is vital.’ Rubio is proud that
lawmakers avoided the usual temptation to plug budget holes with one-time dollars that won’t be available next year, and
managed to set aside $1.5 billion in reserves despite having that much less in tax revenues to spend than expected,
Chamberlin said.’” [Florida Today, 5/23/07]

Rubio’s Florida Strategic Consulting Had A $102,000 Contract With Miami Children’s Hospital And A $96,000
Contract With Jackson Memorial Hospital; Miami’s Children Hospital Said The Contract Was An Investment.”
“The company in December then scored two contracts worth $102,000 and $96,000 with Miami Children’s and Jackson
Memorial hospitals, respectively. The situation involving the Bovos and Rubio is legal but illustrates the complicated
challenges of conducting public business in a ‘citizen’s legislature,’ where part-time lawmakers often cast votes that can benefit
their full-time employers outside the Capitol. Different hospitals and government agencies have different conflict-of-interest
policies. At Jackson, a county-run agency, government affairs Vice President Janette Nunez will have to resign if she’s elected
in 2010 to the Miami House seat she seeks. Nunez said the Jackson Memorial contract with Florida Strategic consultants is
split in two. Rubio handles consulting locally for $3,000 monthly, and Viviana Bovo lobbies in Tallahassee for $5,000 monthly.
Florida Strategic Consultants is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Broad and Cassel law firm that employs Rubio. He said other
lawyers and staffers can and likely will work for the firm’s consulting arm. The $102,000 contract with Miami Children’s, a
private nonprofit hospital, doesn’t involve Viviana Bovo, say Rubio and officials. She couldn’t be reached. Miami Children’s
and Jackson, respectively, receive about $100 million and $800 million annually in legislator-approved Medicaid payments.

Annually, Jackson spends about $466,000 on lobbying while Miami Children’s spends about $207,000, which is about $70,000
less than last year, according to spokesmen.” [The Miami Herald, 2/9/09]
Rubio Earmarked Millions To South Florida Including $80 Million For The University of Miami, Extra Funds To
Jackson Memorial Hospital, And $3.6 Million For A “Children’s Zone”; Was Not Able To Undo A School Funding
Formula That Has Cost South Florida Millions. “The West Miami Republican was instrumental in securing $80 million for
the University of Miami last year and helped steer extra money to Jackson Memorial Hospital. Rubio also got $3.6 million to
start a ‘children’s zone’ program in Liberty City, and he took the lead on trying to cut local property taxes, an issue that
resonated heavily in urban areas like Miami. But even with his clout, Rubio also was unable to undo a 4-year-old change to
Florida’s school funding formula, pushed through by North Florida Republicans, that has cost South Florida school districts
millions. House Democratic Leader Dan Gelber of Miami Beach, who is leaving the House because of term limits and plans to
run for the state Senate, said Rubio was hamstrung by a bad economy that limited his ability to do more for his home county.
This year’s state budget is $6 billion less than the budget approved a year ago. ‘Given the fact that Marco presided over the
barest years to begin with, I’m not sure there’s much to lose,’ Gelber said.” [The Miami Herald, 5/11/08]


The Original 2008 House Budget Made $59-$62 Million In Cuts To Jackson Memorial Hospital. “Both the House
and Senate budgets, however, do have deep cuts to healthcare that would cost Jackson Memorial Hospital anywhere from
$59 million to $62 million and would cost Broward County hospitals at least $50 million. The House also wants to close a
special hospital for tuberculosis patients in Lantana and would eliminate a hospice program for Medicaid patients.” [The
Miami Herald, 4/10/08]

Despite Budget Cutbacks In 2008, Several Earmarks Were Still Passed, Including Funding To The University Of
Miami Human Genome Project And Jackson Memorial Hospital. “‘Everywhere I go, people are convinced that
someone is stealing their money,’ says state House Speaker Marco Rubio, a Republican from West Miami. But Rubio contends
it’s simplistic to suggest that Miami-Dade is getting ‘run over by other parts of the state.’ He points out that many parts of
Florida’s budget are formula-driven -- that is, they go up and down because of population growth and other factors. ‘What has
hurt us is that other areas around the state are starting to look like us; we are competing with other urban areas,’ Rubio said.
TURKEYS’ ABOUND Still, some areas of spending are left purely to the whims of whatever lawmakers are in power. Top
legislative leaders have larded the budget with millions for medical schools, research institutes and other projects that are called
‘turkeys’ a Tallahassee term for pork. These are spending items that were not requested by state agencies, or the governor, yet
wound up in the state budget anyway. For example, Rubio himself last year helped push through $80 million for the University
of Miami human genomics institute. Even that impressive number doesn’t necessarily compare well to other parts of the state,
however. Here’s why: Along with the genomics money, Miami-Dade County collected turkeys for Jackson Memorial Hospital,
school-fund subsidies and other Legislature-generated spending -- enough to total $121.4 million, or about $50.59 for every
person in Miami-Dade. Farther north, St. Lucie County received $45.1 million in turkeys -- or about $180.36 a person.” [The
Miami Herald, 4/27/08]
Rubio Threatened To Cut Funding To The University Of Miami Unless The University Promised To Maintain Its
Current Services At Jackson Memorial Hospital, The House Stripped $3.5 Million From The University Of Miami
And Gave It To Florida International University. “Upset about the University of Miami’s decision to buy its own hospital,
House Speaker Marco Rubio and other Miami-Dade Republicans are threatening to withhold state money that now goes to
UM’s medical school. The private school will lose nearly $5.5 million in the next year unless the university promises in writing
to maintain its current level of services to poor and uninsured patients treated at Jackson Memorial Hospital. House
Republicans have placed the provision deep inside the $65.1 billion budget they will take up on Wednesday. ‘The Department
of Education will not be able to disburse those dollars unless the University of Miami and Jackson has a partnership so that
UM can’t cut and run,’ said Rubio, a West Miami Republican. Last fall UM purchased Cedars Medical Center, a 560-bed
hospital, renamed it and said officials plan to spend millions to upgrade the facility. But the move has raised fears that UM will
soon steer paying patients away from JMH into its own hospital. The University of Miami, as the first medical school in
Florida to get accreditation, has regularly received taxpayer dollars from the state. Last year, state lawmakers set aside $12
million for UM’s medical school, including money for cancer research.” [The Miami Herald, 4/9/08]

Consulting After Leaving The Speaker’s Office
In 2009 Rubio Earned $230,724 From His Law Firm, $60,265 From Consulting Fees, And $72,674 From Florida
International University. “Since 2009, Rubio has earned $230,754 from his law firm, $60,265 in consulting fees and $72,674

from his teaching job at Florida International University, according to a personal financial disclosure form he filed last week
with the Secretary of the Senate. Rubio’s recent sources of income include a number of South Florida institutions that
regularly lobby in Tallahassee for millions of dollars in state funding. He and former legislative aide, Vivian Bovo, signed
consulting contracts worth $102,000 and $96,000 with Miami Children’s and Jackson Memorial hospitals, respectively. Rubio
has said his FIU hiring had nothing to do with his support for the university getting a medical school.” [The Miami Herald,
5/22/10]

FLORIDA STRATEGIC CONSULTING
When He Left The Speakership, Rubio Co-Founded Florida Strategic Consulting With Viviana Bono, Wife Of State
Representative Esteban “Steve” Bovo; Rubio Claimed That He Was Not A Lobbyist. “In a legislature where public
votes and private profit can collide, one alliance stands out: the trio of Rep. Esteban “Steve” Bovo, his wife and former House
Speaker Marco Rubio. Bovo, a freshman Republican from Hialeah, is the in-house lobbyist for Miami Children’s Hospital. He
sits on a House budget committee that helps decide how much state money hospitals and healthcare providers in the state
receive. As Bovo was taking office in November, Rubio was leaving, due to term limits. Rubio took his top assistant -- Viviana
Bovo, Bovo’s wife -- with him to work at a new consulting-lobbying firm, Florida Strategic Consultants. Rubio, who plans to
run for higher office in 2010, said he’s staying out of Tallahassee lobbying. He said he provides strategic consulting advice and
access to a network of contacts he culled as House speaker, one of the most powerful posts in the state Capitol. ‘My job is to
make introductions to key people who could help the hospital and the children it serves,” Rubio said. ‘I’m not a lobbyist. It’s
not my forte.’ Rep. Bovo said whispers in the Capitol’s sizable lobby corps over “this conflict crap’ comes with the territory.
He said he got used to such questions when he was a Hialeah councilman and worked for Hialeah Park Race Track. ‘I can’t
help what goes on in this building. Somebody takes a fart and everybody sees conspiracy,” he said. ‘What I care about is
children’s healthcare, whether I work in the hospital or I don’t work in the hospital.’ [The Miami Herald, 2/9/09]


Rubio’s Florida Strategic Consulting Had A $102,000 Contract With Miami Children’s Hospital And A $96,000
Contract With Jackson Memorial Hospital; Miami’s Children Hospital Said The Contract Was An Investment.”
“The company in December then scored two contracts worth $102,000 and $96,000 with Miami Children’s and Jackson
Memorial hospitals, respectively. The situation involving the Bovos and Rubio is legal but illustrates the complicated
challenges of conducting public business in a ‘citizen’s legislature,’ where part-time lawmakers often cast votes that can
benefit their full-time employers outside the Capitol. Different hospitals and government agencies have different conflictof-interest policies. At Jackson, a county-run agency, government affairs Vice President Janette Nunez will have to resign
if she’s elected in 2010 to the Miami House seat she seeks. Nunez said the Jackson Memorial contract with Florida
Strategic consultants is split in two. Rubio handles consulting locally for $3,000 monthly, and Viviana Bovo lobbies in
Tallahassee for $5,000 monthly. Florida Strategic Consultants is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Broad and Cassel law
firm that employs Rubio. He said other lawyers and staffers can and likely will work for the firm’s consulting arm. The
$102,000 contract with Miami Children’s, a private nonprofit hospital, doesn’t involve Viviana Bovo, say Rubio and
officials. She couldn’t be reached. Miami Children’s and Jackson, respectively, receive about $100 million and $800 million
annually in legislator-approved Medicaid payments. Annually, Jackson spends about $466,000 on lobbying while Miami
Children’s spends about $207,000, which is about $70,000 less than last year, according to spokesmen.” [The Miami
Herald, 2/9/09]

Registered Lobbyist And Legal Career
Rubio’s Personal Income Rose With His Ascent In House Leadership; Employers Did Legal Work For Florida
Legislature. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “As he accumulated power, Rubio’s income also grew. The $72,000 he
made as a lawyer in 2000 climbed to $92,000 in 2003 then rose dramatically to $270,000 a year later, when he locked down the
race to become House speaker. During the time, he was employed by three separate law firms. In 2005, Rubio got a $300,000
job with Broad and Cassel, a large Miami firm that had done millions of dollars of legal work for the Florida House.” [St.
Petersburg Times, 10/22/10]
Rubio Did Not Give A Firm Response When Asked If He Was Never Speaker Of The House Would Have Been
Hired By The Law Firm Broad & Cassel. “Jim Defede at CBS4 looks at Marco Rubio’s finances (Watch it here and read
here): ... When Rubio first entered the Florida Legislature in 2001 he was making less than $100,000 a year. But by the time
Rubio left in 2008 his income shot up to more than $400,000, including a $300,000 a year salary from the law firm Broad &

Cassel. The I Team asked Rubio if he would have been hired by the firm if he hadn’t been selected speaker of the House? ‘It’s
hard to tell with a hypothetical,’ Rubio said. ‘I certainly would have worked somewhere. I had made a career of working at big
firms up until last year when I went out on my own.’ During the four years he worked at Broad & Cassel, Rubio was paid $1.2
million. When Rubio was asked if he was worth it, he laughed. ... ‘Well you would have to ask them,’ he said. ‘I hope I was.’”
[St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 5/20/10]
Rubio Ducked Questions About The Stimulus And Being A Lobbyist. “Rubio ducked questions about whether he
would support the use of federal money to bring high-speed rail to Florida, but slammed Crist for endorsing the federal
stimulus money last year, saying he was ‘not informed.’ ‘When Charlie Crist lined up behind the stimulus package, he cut the
legs out from every other Republican who was trying to find an alternative,’ Rubio said. Rubio, facing questions for the first
time as a front-runner, also avoided offering details about his role as a registered lobbyist, representing clients before MiamiDade County while he was a legislator.” [The Miami Herald, 1/28/10]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio Was A Lobbyist From 1997-2005. “Boy we missed this one: former House Speaker
Marco Rubio and U.S. Senate candidate was a Miami-Dade County lobbyist from 1997 (when he was a West Miami
Commissioner) until 2005. By then, he secured the needed votes to become House Speaker. Also that year, he reported a new
salary of $300k with his new firm, Broad & Cassel, which has had dozens of clients who do business with the state. Rubio
never talked about his lobbying and that’s because, his campaign said, he wasn’t really a lobbyist. He was a lawyer representing
clients. “The reason Marco Rubio never spoke about his lobbying is because he was never a lobbyist, in the Tallahasseeinfluence-peddling sense of the word that Charlie Crist is all too familiar with,” said campaign spokesman Alex Burgos. Still,
it’s called a lobbyist registration by Miami-Dade. So the ‘L’ word is tough to avoid, though early stories on him running for the
Legislature in 1999 merely identified as commissioner and a lawyer. As a registered lobbyist, his clients ranged from developers
to a couple fighting code enforcement to a company that wraps bags at Miami International Airport. They are: Pan American
4/26/2002 comprehensive development master plan amendment application no .6 The Main Line Corp. 10/30/2001 Clerk of
the Courts-digitization Dacra/DMI/MG joint venture 6/8/1998 mcc-5-97 presentation American Sales & Management
Organization 4/23/1998 Baggage Wrap at MIA rfp 37 Angel & Beatriz Ferro 5/19/1997 code enforcement violation Raul
Medina, Jr. 4/4/1997 zoning application Lopez Levi & Associates, p.a. 2/11/1997 rfq 000019.” [St. Petersburg Times
Editorial, 1/22/10]

“Committees Of Continuous Existence”- Floridians For Conservative
Leadership And Floridians For Conservative Leadership In Government
Only A “Fraction” Of the $600,000 Rubio Collected For His Leadership PACs, Added To The Portrait Of Someone
Who Was “Sustained By Public Office.” “Becoming a player had a cost. As he was running for speaker, Rubio formed a
political committee that was ostensibly to support other candidates who shared his views. But only a fraction of the $600,000
in special interest money he collected for that and another committee went toward candidates. Rubio instead paid for
extensive travel, meals and consultants, burnishing his image. It adds to a portrait of a figure who has been sustained by public
office, the very ideal Rubio is fighting as an antiestablishment candidate. Earlier this year Rubio became snared in a growing
scandal over the use of Republican Party credit cards by top lawmakers. Rubio had used his for party business but also for
thousands of dollars in personal items, including food and a visit to a men’s grooming shop. He insists he paid American
Express for the personal items. Rubio spent hundreds of thousands of dollars renovating House offices and expanded the
government payroll, giving big salaries to staffers who had worked for Bush. But like today, the financial problems seem to
bounce off him. Rubio sees those as distractions from his core beliefs and purpose.” [St. Petersburg Times, 10/10/10]

PAYMENTS TO HIMSELF, FAMILY MEMBERS, AND FRIENDS
Rubio Raised $600,000 For Two Political Action Committees That Reimbursed Him For Tens Of Thousands Of
Dollars In Unitemized Meals And Travel Expenses. “As a lawmaker, he [Rubio] also raised about $600,000 for two
political committees that reimbursed him for tens of thousands of dollars in unitemized meals and travel expenses.” [The
Miami Herald, 5/22/10]
In 2002 Rubio’s Campaign Committee Cut A Check For $1,485.55 To “Marco Rubio Bank Of America Auto Finance
Corp.,” Allegedly For Miles “Republican Senate nominee Marco Rubio spent heavily on four reelection campaigns as a state

legislator, though he never faced a serious challenge. Between 2000 and 2006, he shelled out about $676,451 for political
consulting, television advertising and other routine campaign costs. He reimbursed himself about $11,436 for equipment,
travel and meals. That’s also routine. But one payment stands out: a $1,485.55 check cut on June 12, 2002, to ‘Marco Rubio
Bank of America Auto Finance Corp.’ for ‘auto expense,’ according to public records. Rubio was leasing a 1998 Jeep Grand
Cherokee at the time from the bank, said a top advisor to his Senate campaign, Todd Harris. Harris said Rubio was owed the
money for mileage racked up during 11 months while campaigning for reelection in the central Miami-Dade district, though he
didn’t face an opponent. He said Rubio drove 4,070 miles, which at the Internal Revenue Service’s reimbursement rate of 36.5
cents per mile, came to exactly $1485.55. Harris did not say why the check was made out to the bank instead of to the
candidate himself. ‘Florida election law allows for reimbursements for travel-related expenditures. This is no different than had
the campaign just reimbursed Marco directly,’ Harris said. Harris added: ‘If you are campaigning aggressively around Miami or
within the district, the mileage adds up quickly.’ Rubio’s legislative district was roughly 30 blocks wide and 120 blocks long,
encompassing South Miami, West Miami, Virginia Gardens, Miami Springs and parts of Coral Gables and Hialeah.” [The
Miami Herald, 10/4/10]


Rubio Spent $676,451 On Electioneering Between 2000 And 2006, He Reimbursed Himself $11,436. “Republican
Senate nominee Marco Rubio spent heavily on four re-election campaigns as a state legislator, though he never faced a
serious challenge. Between 2000 and 2006, he shelled out about $676,451 for political consulting, television advertising
and other routine campaign costs. He reimbursed himself about $11,436 for equipment, travel and meals. That’s also
routine.” [The Miami Herald, 10/4/10]

Palm Beach Post Editorial: During The Time These Committees Operated (2002-2004) Rubio’s Net Worth Bounced
From Negative $103,191 And Back To Negative $46,100. The two committees operated basically between 2002 and 2004.
During that period, according to financial disclosure reports, Mr. Rubio’s net worth bounced from negative $103,191 to zero
and back to negative $46,100.” [Palm Beach Post Editorial, 3/19/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Became Less Hidden As Revelations Of His Personal Usage Of His Republican Party Of Florida
Credit Card And The Spending Of Political Committees Became Known; Rubio Spent $600,000 “In Political Funds”
While Seeking The Office Of Speaker Of The Florida House. “Rubio has been rising in the polls while raising gobs of
cash. And he’s been anointed the beefcake boy of the Tea Party cultists, the Scientologists of American politics. Good times,
good times. But as disclosures have mounted in recent days that during his tenure as the speaker of the Florida House Rubio
treated his office - and the Republican credit card that came with it - as his own personal ATM machine after running through
some $600,000 in political funds while seeking the job, the Senate candidate has mysteriously become less visible (and
accountable) than the last time Dick Cheney dined alone. Instead, Rubio, R-The Man Who Came To Dinner, and Breakfast
and Lunch, opted to respond to questions about his spending, including at least $34,000 in unexplained expenses, by way of
video press releases and sycophantic flacks in an effort to tut-tut and harrumph-harrumph away the perception that in the
former speaker’s hands, political committees and a Republican Party credit card were weapons of mass self-indulgence. To be
sure, when your entire raison d’etre for your candidacy is that you are a tight-fisted, penurious nickel-squeezer, it probably
doesn’t help to be exposed as a free-spending Imelda Marcos Rubio, who also dropped nearly $20,000 in political funds on
family members. Rubio’s reaction to the controversy swirling about him has been to rely on more surrogates than Melissa
Etheridge, while insisting: A) his expenditures were perfectly swell, B) any accounting errors were the result of lowly minions
and C) that big meanie Charlie Crist is picking on him.” [Daniel Ruth St. Petersburg Times, 3/19/10]
Rubio Attained Personal Wealth With Political Committees And Usage Of A Republican Party Of Florida Credit
Card As His Power Rose, $600,000 Was Stored In Two Political Committees Known As Floridians For Conservative
Leadership And Floridians For Conservative Leadership In Government. “Marco Rubio was barely solvent as a young
lawmaker climbing his way to the top post in the Florida House, but special interest donations and political perks allowed him
to spend big money with little scrutiny. About $600,000 in contributions was stowed in two inconspicuous political
committees controlled by Rubio, now the Republican front-runner for the U.S. Senate, and his wife. A St. Petersburg
Times/Miami Herald analysis of the expenses found: - Rubio failed to disclose $34,000 in expenses - including $7,000 he paid
himself - for one of the committees in 2003 and 2004, as required by state law. - One committee paid relatives nearly $14,000
for what was incorrectly described to the IRS as ‘courier fees’ and listed a nonexistent address for one of them. Another
committee paid $5,700 to his wife, who was listed as the treasurer, much of it for ‘gas and meals.’ - He billed more than
$51,000 in unidentified ‘travel expenses” to three different credit cards - nearly one-quarter of the committee’s entire haul.
Charges are not required to be itemized, but other lawmakers detailed almost all of their committee expenses. Rubio’s
spending continued in 2005 when the Republican Party of Florida handed him a credit card to use at his own discretion. While
serving as House speaker in 2007 and 2008, he charged thousands of dollars in restaurant tabs to the state party at the same
time taxpayers were subsidizing his meals in Tallahassee.” [St. Petersburg Times/Miami Herald, 3/13/10]

Floridians For Conservative Leadership
Palm Beach Post Editorial: Rubio Did Not Disclose $34,000- $7,000 Was For Himself, Other Money Went To
Relatives, And $51,000 Were Itemized As “Travel Expenses.” “Three weeks ago, the former Florida House speaker had
to face revelations that he misused a Republican Party of Florida credit card. Last week, the Miami Herald/St. Petersburg
Times Tallahassee bureau reported questionable spending by Mr. Rubio of money donated to a pair of political action
committees he formed as his means of ascent in the Legislature. Most questionable was $34,000 in expenses that Mr. Rubio
did not disclose, even though state law requires it. Of that, $7,000 was money Mr. Rubio paid himself. Other money went to
relatives, including his wife. In addition, Mr. Rubio did not itemize $51,000 in ‘travel expenses.’ [Palm Beach Post Editorial,
3/19/10]
Rubio’s FCL Spent $89,000 On Political Consultants. “Rubio spent the biggest chunk of the committee’s money, $89,000,
on political consultants,
Rubio’s FCL Rubio Spent $14,000 On Himself. “Rubio $14,000 in reimbursements to himself.” [St. Petersburg
Times/Miami Herald , 3/13/10]
Rubio’s FCL Has More than $51,000 In Credit Card Expenses. Floridians For conservative Leadership had “more than
$51,000 in credit card expenses.” [St. Petersburg Times/Miami Herald , 3/13/10]
Records Indicated That Expenses On Food, Lodging And Airfare Were Not Like Other Legislators’ Reports,
Advisor Todd Harris Said That They Used Credit And Not Debit, “So Sue Us.” Records show those expenses were for
food, lodging and airfare but do not detail who was traveling or where expenses were incurred. Such large credit card
payments contrast with the more detailed disclosures in other legislators’ political committees. Harris noted that Rubio’s
overall spending was in line with other legislators’ committees. ‘Marco put his on a credit card and the other guys put theirs on
a debit card. So sue us,’ Harris said.” [St. Petersburg Times/Miami Herald, 3/13/10]
Todd Harris Said That Reimbursement To Rubio’s Wife For Travel Expenses, Under Law Officers Of A Leadership
Can Be Reimbursed. Harris said the payments made to Rubio’s wife, a homemaker, were reimbursements for travel
expenses charged to her credit card. State law allows officers of these committees to be reimbursed for their expenses. [St.
Petersburg Times/Miami Herald , 3/13/10]
Rubio’s “Committee Of Continuous Existence,” Floridians For Conservative Leadership Committee, Paid For One
Of His Rubio’s Trip For Lobbying To Become Speaker. “It was a make-or-break moment for Marco Rubio. The Miami
lawmaker needed to fly to Tampa at the last minute in November to ask 15 fellow Republicans for support in his bid to
become the first Cuban American to lead the state House of Representatives. Rubio chartered a plane, made the meeting and
locked down the pledges that ended up guaranteeing him the post of speaker in 2006. Total cost of the trip: $6,665. None of it
came out of Rubio’s pocket. The tab was picked up by Floridians for Conservative Leadership Committee, a group Rubio
heads whose primary goal was to help him become the speaker. Its contributors were individuals and special interest groups phone companies, unions, sugar companies, ophthalmologists - who have a stake in what happens in the halls of the Capitol.
Florida law has long adhered to the principle of openness in political campaigns, requiring them to disclose the source and
amount of their cash. And the Legislature has had rules for nearly a decade that prohibit lawmakers from raising money for
reelection campaigns during their annual session, to avoid having legislators pass laws as they’re taking money from people
with an interest in the outcome.” [The Miami Herald, 3/7/04]

Floridians For Conservative Leadership In Government
Two-Thirds Of Rubio’s Floridians For Conservative Leadership In Government Money Went To Consultants And
His Future Chief Of Staff. “But about two-thirds of the money went to Republican political consultants, records show,
including $91,000 to Bridgett Gregory Nocco, a fundraiser from New Port Richey, and $113,000 to Richard Corcoran, a
Republican strategist who went on to oversee House campaigns and serve as Rubio’s chief of staff. Corcoran, now a candidate
for a Pasco County state House seat, declined to detail how he earned the $113,000 through 2004, beyond planning and
helping implement the 100 Ideas project. [St. Petersburg Times/Miami Herald, 3/13/10]



Rubio’s Political Committee Paid His Chief Of Staff Richard Corcoran $113,000 To Help Write And Promote
“100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future.” “As the incoming House speaker in 2006, Rubio was responsible for
raising money and crafting strategy for GOP incumbents and candidates for the Florida House. The Miami Republican
worked side by side with Corcoran, the state party’s point man for House races. Rubio’s political committee also paid
Corcoran $113,000 to help write and promote Rubio’s book, 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future.” [St. Petersburg
Times/Miami Herald, 3/23/10]

Floridians For Conservative Leadership In Government Also Paid $3,500 To Rubio’s Mother –In-Law Car Rental
Service, $10,000 In “Courier” Services To Rubio’s Wife’s Cousin And His Nephew. –”Rubio’s second political
committee also paid $3,500 to his mother-in-law’s company for rental car services and spent more than $10,000 on ‘courier’
who included Mauricio Giraldo, Jeanette Rubio’s cousin; Carlos Fleites, her half-brother; and Orlando Cicilia, Rubio’s nephew.
Harris said he did not know why the accountant did not list them as political aides. At 18 and 19 years old, they were unable to
rent from a car rental agency, Harris said, so they rented a van from the mother-in-law’s freight company to do political work
across the state in 2004. ‘They were traveling all across Florida going on precinct walks, helping on campaigns and personally
delivering checks,’ Harris said, noting that Cicilia is now working as a travel aide on Rubio’s Senate campaign. [St. Petersburg
Times/Miami Herald, 3/13/10]

FLORIDA’S “COMMITTEE OF CONTINUOUS EXISTENCE”
Rubio’s Floridians For Conservative Leadership Was A “Committee Of Continuous Existence” A Loophole
Designed To “Bankroll” Bids For The Florida Speakership; Rubio’s Predicted That CEEs Regulation Will Be
Reformed. But these laws and rules don’t apply to “committees of continuous existence,” or CCEs. In the past four years,
Florida legislators have increasingly used this loophole to set up committees to bankroll their bids for House speaker, Senate
president and other leadership posts. There are currently more than 30 CCEs with links to legislators. Rubio says people
running for such leadership positions view CCEs as a “necessity,” since they can’t use money from their own reelection
campaigns to pay for those expenses. But he also contends the reason behind his own CCE wasn’t simply to finance his drive
for speaker, but to promote “conservative” ideas and leaders. A wave of negative publicity in recent months, however, has
prompted top Republican legislators and Gov. Jeb Bush to close some of the loopholes. Last week, Sen. Tom Lee, a Brandon
Republican, convinced the Senate to close the loophole that allows senators to raise money for CCEs during the session. The
ban applies only to senators. ‘There are going to be significant reforms to the laws that regulate’ CCEs, Rubio predicts. But
lawmakers seeking leadership posts in future years say that, as long as the committees remain legal, they will use them. ‘I think
these things should be outlawed. Period,’ said Sen. Alex Villalobos, a Miami Republican who heads his own CCE, Floridians to
Defend the Constitution. ‘But they are legal, and you can’t unilaterally disarm.’” [The Miami Herald, 3/7/04]


CCEs (Which Rubio Had) Have Been Exploited Since 1999, Hired Consultants And Fundraisers, Can
HideDonors If “They are Considered Dues-Paying Members.” CCEs are a quirk in Florida law. In 1973, the state
authorized them to let unions and professional associations collect money from their members and spend it on political
campaigns. But since 1999, legislators have exploited the CCE loopholes, setting up committees with names such as
Floridians for a Brighter Future and Focus on Floridians Future. The CCEs hire consultants and hold fundraisers to aid
the legislators. Yet these committees can keep secret the names of all their contributors if they are considered ‘dues-paying
members’ of the committee. For good-government advocates, the worst thing about CCEs is that special interests can
make unlimited donations to people who decide the fate of legislation. Some of the biggest winners in legislative battles
over the past several years have been those who funneled large amounts to CCEs. ‘It’s distasteful to the public to see
people in leadership or seeking leadership to take checks for $50,000 or more from someone with interests at stake,’ said
Ben Wilcox, executive director of Common Cause Florida, which has pushed for campaign finance reform. ‘It’s unseemly
conduct. I think the general public would agree that the Legislature should be making public policy based on what is in the
public interest.’” [The Miami Herald, 3/7/04]



Jeb Bush Supported To Close The Loophole Of CEEs (Would Include Rubio’s) Of Shielding Donors.
“Legislators have also used the CCE law to shield the names of their contributors. Although federal tax laws require
committees to eventually disclose the names, some lawmakers who set up CCEs did not do so initially. Between 1999 and
the end of 2003, CCEs set up by or controlled by legislators have collected $4 million. But legislators shielded the
identities of those who contributed nearly $1.27 million, according to state elections records. The revelation that legislators
were collecting large amounts of money in secret prompted a tongue-lashing from the governor last fall. Bush now wants
legislators to close the loophole. ‘I think this is a good start in meaningful reform of our system to make sure the cynicism

that exists is diminished, that voters feel like their voice can be heard and that they have enough proper information to
make decisions,’ Bush said last month when he threw his support behind legislation requiring CCEs to list all contributors.
But other Republicans say they may need to go further. House Speaker Johnnie Byrd, a Plant City Republican, said he
would support placing a limit on the amounts that a single contributor that can give to a CCE. ‘I think legislators need to
decide whether they want to reduce the perception of influence,’ Byrd said. Villalobos says it’s wrong that some legislators
are controlling CCEs, yet their names are nowhere to be found in documents filed with the state Division of Elections.
One of those who has not officially listed his name on his CCE is Sen. Alex Diaz de la Portilla. The Miami Republican
doesn’t deny he controls Floridians for Accountable Government - which raised $126,000 by the end of 2003 and which
he says now has $260,000. But the senator contends that the biggest problem isn’t the large amounts of money CCEs
raise, but how they spend it.” [The Miami Herald, 3/7/04]


CEEs Could Use Their Funds To Whatever Purposes They Wanted Including Non-Electioneering Items Such
As New Tires And Dry-Cleaning. “CCEs, for example, can donate money to any political campaign, and the state
Division of Elections has ruled that they can also reimburse their members for travel, meals and lodging. But some CCEs
have gone further - paying for rent, dry-cleaning bills and, in one instance, new tires for a lawmaker’s car - and it is all
apparently legal. “The problem is that some members of the House are using these as slush funds,” Diaz de la Portilla
said. But he defends keeping CCEs alive. “Money is part of the political process,” and just because someone takes a large
donation from one source doesn’t mean they will pass legislation to help that person. “People are either corrupt or they
are not,” he said. [The Miami Herald, 3/7/04]

Floridians For Conservative Leadership
Formed To Help His Bid For The Speakership Created In Late 2002
In December of 2002, Rubio Created Floridians For Conservative Leadership To Garner Support For His
Speakership Bid Only $4,000 Were Given To Candidates. “In December 2002, Rubio was a 31-year-old political hotshot
set on becoming speaker of the Florida House. Rounding up support from legislators across 67 counties is no easy task for a
young lawyer and local government lobbyist with a net worth of negative $103,000, a mortgage and student loans. So Rubio
did what many aspiring Florida legislative leaders do - he created a political committee, Floridians for Conservative Leadership,
to ‘support state and local candidates who espouse conservative government policies,’ according to IRS records. But for 2003,
the committee spent nearly $150,000 on administrative and operating costs and $2,000 in candidate contributions. Over 18
months, only $4,000 went to candidates other than Rubio, while similar political committees gave tens of thousands of dollars
to candidates.
Floridians For Conservative Leadership Collected $228,000 In Total. “The committee collected $228,000 in donations.”
[St. Petersburg Times/Miami Herald , 3/13/10]
Donations Included Florida’s Crystals, U.S Sugar, And $50,000 from A PAC Run By Republican Alan Menelsohmn
Who Was Indicted On Corruption Charges. Donations included “$30,000 from the Florida Crystals sugar corporation,
$10,000 from U.S. Sugar, and $50,000 from a political group run by Republican fundraiser Alan Mendelsohn, a Broward
County eye doctor indicted last year on corruption charges, who has also donated to Crist.” [St. Petersburg Times/Miami
Herald , 3/13/10]
Rubio’s Wife Was The Treasurer Of FLC And They Failed To Report $34,000, Bad Bookkeeping Was Blamed
“Rubio’s wife, former Miami Dolphins cheerleader Jeanette Dousdebes, served as the committee’s treasurer. In reports filed
with the state, Rubio and his wife failed to disclose more than $34,000 in expenses over an 18-month period. ‘The
bookkeeping in (that) committee was not always perfect,’ Harris said. ‘Marco will talk to his accountant and they will take
whatever steps are necessary.’” [St. Petersburg Times/Miami Herald , 3/13/10]
Todd Harris Emailed The Miami Herald And St. Petersburg Times Expense They Should Have Disclosed. “Harris
e-mailed the Times/Herald a list of expenses that the committee should have disclosed, including $7,000 in travel
reimbursements to Rubio, bank fees, checks to consultants and credit card payments.” [St. Petersburg Times/Miami Herald ,
3/13/10]
Crist Attacked Rubio Over His Floridians For Conservative Leadership That Only Raised $228,000 That Only Spent
$4,000 On Candidates. “Crist was quick to disrupt Rubio, hoping to cast doubt on Rubio’s answers and paint him as

hypocritical. Crist often referred to Rubio’s political ‘slush fund,’ a reference to a Miami Herald/St. Petersburg Times story
about a campaign committee Rubio created to support conservative candidates. The committee raised $228,000 but spent just
$4,000 on candidate contributions. Another $34,000 in expenses were unaccounted for. ‘We don’t know where the money
went,’ Crist said. ‘And the speaker won’t tell us.’” [Palm Beach Post, 3/29/10]

Floridians For Conservative Leadership In Government
Formed At The End Of 2003 After It Was Clear He Locked Up Enough Support To Become Speaker, Ended In 2005
At The End Of 2003, With Enough Votes Locked Up To Become Speaker Of The Florida House Three Years Later,
Rubio Created A Second Committee Known As Floridians for Conservative Leadership In Government That Paved
The Way To The Speakership And Promoted His “100 Ideas Initiative “By the end of 2003, Rubio had locked up
enough votes to become speaker three years later. He created a new political committee, Floridians for Conservative
Leadership in Government, to ‘educate the public about conservative leadership in government.’ The second committee
helped pave the way for Rubio’s speakership and ‘100 Ideas’ initiative. The innovative effort was supposed to solicit strong
ideas from the public that would drive the Florida House agenda. [St. Petersburg Times/Miami Herald, 3/13/10]
Rubio’s Floridians For Conservative Leadership In Government Raised More Than $386,000 From Healthcare
Companies, Cigarette Makers, Car Dealers, Sugar Growers, And Other “Tallahassee Players” It raised more than
$386,000 from health care companies, a cigarette maker, car dealers, sugar growers and other Tallahassee players.” [St.
Petersburg Times/Miami Herald, 3/13/10]
“100” Ideas” Did Not Solicit Ideas Until Late 2005. Newspaper reports indicate the 100 Ideas project didn’t solicit ideas
until late 2005. ‘I was hired for strategy and the strategy was to have a bold agenda,’ Corcoran said when asked about the
committee’s spending. ‘That was my role, and beyond that I cannot address.’” [St. Petersburg Times/Miami Herald, 3/13/10]
More Than $74,0000 In Expenses Were Not Filed With The IRS More than $74,000 in expenses by the committee about one dollar of every five spent - were never accounted for in papers filed with the IRS. Harris noted these were for
expenses under $500 and do not have to be disclosed. He declined to detail them to the Times/Herald.” [St. Petersburg
Times/Miami Herald, 3/13/10]
Floridians For Conservative Leadership In Government Shut Down In 2005 As Rubio Gained Access To A
Republican Party Of Florida Credit Card. In His Last Year As Speaker Rubio Became An Adjunct Professor At
Florida International University And Had A Salary Of $69,000. “Floridians for Conservative Leadership in Government
shut down in 2005 as Rubio gained access to another source of money for political activities: an American Express card
backed by the Florida GOP.” [St. Petersburg Times/Miami Herald, 3/13/10]

CONTRIBUTORS
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Floridians For Conservative Leadership Received Contributions From U.S. Sugar, AT&T Wireless,
And Wellcare Health Plans, Also Received $50,000 From A PAC Controlled By A Prominent Ophthalmologist.
“Legislators are smarting from reports in The St. Petersburg Times detailing how campaign finance laws have been subverted
in a way that allows virtually unlimited contributions from special interests. The gimmick is called “a committee of continuous
existence.” They’re set up by lawmakers who are often angling for internal leadership posts that will bring them greater
influence in the capitol. Industries, lobbyists and special-interest groups that would benefit from the lawmaker’s kindness are
encouraged to “join” his or her new committee. Donations are loftily called “dues” and, unlike ordinary campaign gifts, the
amount isn’t limited to $500. Perhaps inspired by Byrd, Rep. Marco Rubio of Coral Gables created the Floridians for
Conservative Leadership to fuel his bid to become House speaker in 2006-2008. In the last three months of 2003, Rubio
collected more than $122,000 in “dues” from U.S. Sugar, AT&T, Wellcare Health Plans and other heavy hitters. The largest
donation, $50,000, came from a political action committee controlled by a prominent ophthalmologist. Still, Rubio was slow to
see the light. After initially declining to make public his donor list, he and several other lawmakers changed their tune when the
IRS expressed curiosity about their tax-exempt political committees.” [Carl Hiaasen, The Miami Herald, 2/15/04]
Ophthalmologist’s PAC Who Gave $50,000 To Rubio’s CCE Floridians For Conservative Leadership Was Alan
Mendelsohn; Matched Single Largest Donation Given To A CCE In 2003; Rubio Use To Not Disclose Donors.

Rubio matched the single largest donation gift to a CEE in 2003 at $50,000. “It was the largest single contribution to any of
the legislative committees at the time. But since the Times report in September, a committee controlled by Rep. Marco Rubio,
R-Coral Gables, matched it. Rubio’s committee took in $122,000 in the last three months of 2003, some of it after Rubio was
declared the winner of the 2006-2008 speaker’s race. Nearly half the money, $50,000, came from a single benefactor:
Ophthalmology PAC, a political action committee controlled by Alan Mendelsohn, a politically active Hollywood
ophthalmologist. Rubio now discloses the names of all contributors, after initially declining to do so. His fund also received
$20,000 from Florida Crystals Corp., a sugar grower; $10,000 from Wellcare Health Plans, a Tampa managed care company;
$7,500 from AT[T] and $7,500 from U.S. Sugar Corp.” [St. Petersburg Times, 1/27/04]


…In His U.S. Senate Campaign Rubio Returned The $2,400 Donation Of Alan Mendelsohn Who Was Charged
With Stealing More Than $350,000 From PACs To Buy His Mistress A House And Pay His Children’s’ Tuition,
Mendelsohn Hosted Rubio’s First Fundraiser For Senate. “Rubio gave back $2,400 to Hollywood eye doctor Alan
Mendelsohn, who is charged with stealing more than $350,000 from political committees to buy his mistress a house and
pay for his kids’ tuition. Mendelsohn hosted Rubio’s first fundraiser for his U.S. Senate campaign last year.” [The Miami
Herald Naked Politics Blog, 5/13/10]

REFUSED TO DISCLOSE DONORS
Rubio Did Not Disclose Donors To The IRS Despite Federal Law That Stated Political Organization Who Collect
More Than $25,000 Must Disclose Donors If The Group Wants To Maintain Tax-Exempt Status; Rubio Did Not
Return Phone Calls That Sought Comments. “IRS rules require that political organizations that collect $25,000 or more a
year, and that want to avoid a 35 percent tax rate, must report the names of all donors. Committees controlled by King,
Alexander and one now headed by Stansel have reported the names of their donors to the IRS. A New York Times Regional
Newspapers search of IRS records online found that at least three major committees -- those controlled by Pruitt, Cantens and
House Majority Leader Rubio -- have not. Likewise, a committee associated with Rep. Jeff Kottkamp, R-Cape Coral, has also
failed to file anything with the IRS. And a major committee associated with both Stansel and Rep. Tim Ryan, D-Dania Beach,
called Business for Better Government, filed copies of its state campaign reports with the IRS, but failed to list the names of
nearly every donor. Ryan said tax filings are handled by the committee’s accountant. ‘I have always assumed everything is
being done correctly,’ he said. Rubio did not return phone calls seeking comment. Both Cantens and Pruitt said they believed
they were abiding by federal law. But after being asked questions, Pruitt said he would ask for another legal opinion.” [Sarasota
Herald-Tribune, 9/28/03]
…Then Rubio Decided To Report Donors To Floridians For Conservative Leadership After Negative Report Were
Written About CEEs. “Rubio on Wednesday said he would reveal all contributors on the next fund-raising report for the
Floridians for Conservative Leadership Committee and that he would file amended reports to cover contributors who gave
earlier this year. His committee has raised $68,500, but Rubio only reported the names of those who donated a total of $3,500.
Rubio said that list would show the names of a South Florida sugar company, long-distance carrier AT&T, the
telecommunications company MasTec and members of the influential Mas family of Miami. Jorge Mas Santos is chairman of
the Cuban American National Foundation, the politically powerful group that represents Cuban exiles. Rubio conceded that
the recent stories on secret donations had convinced him of the need to disclose his contributors. ‘Nobody asked me not to
report them, I just didn’t do it,’ said Rubio. ‘If I had known this was going to be a royal pain in you-know-what, I would have
done it this way to begin with.’ Rubio also said he would file a list of his contributors with the Internal Revenue Service.
[Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 10/2/03]

RUBIO’S REACTION
Palm Beach Editorial: Rubio’s Response Of Refusing To Talk About The To The Issue Or Blaming It On
“Bureaucratic Paper work” Was An Indication Of He Reacted To Controversies. “Last week’s story prompted state
Sen. Mike Fasano, R-New Port Richey, who supports Gov. Crist in the Senate primary, to accuse Mr. Rubio and his family of
living off the donations. The Rubio campaign denied that, but the denial did not come directly from Mr. Rubio. He refused to
answer questions for the story. That’s one problem. Another is that Mr. Rubio’s handlers offer up evasions, not explanations.
They blame ‘bureaucratic paperwork’ for the failure to account for the money. They dismiss the report because ‘this is not
taxpayer money we’re talking about.’ In fact, Mr. Rubio’s 2000-08 record as a legislator, lobbyist and lawyer is a campaign
issue. Not that Mr. Rubio agrees. In January, at the annual Associated Press gathering in Tallahassee, Mr. Rubio called

questions about that record ‘distractions.’ Obviously, these recent reports undercut Mr. Rubio’s campaign image as a fresh
face, an alternative for voters angry at the usual self-serving politicians. These sort of individual political action committees
always have been problematic -- see the editorial below -- because they allow special interests another way to gain influence,
and they aren’t accountable. Records show that Mr. Rubio’s Floridians for Conservative Leadership and Floridians for
Conservative Leadership in Government spent far more on operations than on donations to candidates who supposedly
would advance conservative ideas. In a statement, Mr. Rubio said, ‘None of our donors has ever questioned how the money
was spent. But until now, donors didn’t know how the money was spent. Mr. Rubio believes that he can outrun this issue. The
facts are gaining on him.” [Palm Beach Post Editorial, 3/19/10]
Rubio Said Both Committees Paid For The Costs Of Traveling, Meeting Donors, “Formulating Policy and
Supporting Conservative Candidates” In his written statement, Rubio said both of his committees paid for the costs of
traveling the state, meeting donors, formulating policy and supporting conservative candidates. ‘I am proud of the work we
have done to advance conservative ideas and principles,’ he said. ‘The purpose of these two committees was to provide a
platform to pay for the costs associated with this work.’” [St. Petersburg Times/Miami Herald, 3/13/10]

Home-Equity Loan From U.S. Century Bank
Palm Beach Editorial: Rubio Said That It Was An “Oversight” And “Nothing Unusual” When He Failed To
Disclose A $135,000 Home-Equity Loan Of Credit From A Bank Run By Some Of His Supporters. “Florida House
Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, says it was “an oversight” and “nothing unusual.” In fact, it would be an oversight to
ignore all questions about Rep. Rubio’s failure to disclose for two years his receipt, one month after purchasing his $550,000
Miami home, of a $135,000 home-equity line of credit from a bank run by some of his prominent supporters. It’s the kind of
monetary gain the state could use during this year’s constrained budget talks. It’s the kind of windfall thousands now facing
foreclosure would covet. Rep. Rubio bought his house in December 2005 for $550,000. Suddenly, though, it was appraised at
$735,000. Even for housing-bubble times, that was impressive. Officials at U.S. Century Bank, however, say there were no
political favors, that the loan was legal and is being dutifully repaid. The appreciation in value only looks as if it happened in
just 37 days. In fact, Rep. Rubio signed a contract to purchase his home at pre-construction prices the year before an appraisal
showed that $185,000 increase in value. But why did it take The Miami Herald questioning Rep. Rubio for him to acknowledge
the loan and correct his state-required financial disclosure forms? As the Herald reported, U.S. Century’s board includes:
developer Sergio Pino, whose companies donated $3,000 to Rep. Rubio’s campaign in 2006 and who has joined Rep. Rubio in
fighting expanded slot machines; developer Rodney Barreto, who also is founding partner of a Tallahassee lobbying firm with
lots of clients that have business before the Legislature; and Jose Cancela, who is involved with Floridians for Property Tax
Reform, which also lobbies Rep. Rubio, for tax cuts. Miami-Dade County residents have an even greater interest in Rep.
Rubio’s ties to U.S. Century’s board. Rep. Rubio may run for Miami-Dade mayor, and several U.S. Century board members
have ties to Neighborhood Planning Co., a partner with Lennar Corp. and the Easton Group in plans to develop 800 acres of
farmland outside the urban development boundary. Rep. Rubio says he doesn’t see why his loan and omission are newsworthy
and that he has nothing to hide.” [Palm Beach Post Editorial, 4/7/08]


Palm Beach Post Editorial: Rubio Said He Over-Discloses. “‘I over-disclose,’ he told the Herald. ‘I try to overdisclose as opposed to under-disclose.’ He would look less like a politician trying to legitimize what looks like a political
investment in him if, two years ago, he had ‘over-disclosed’ his ties to U.S. Century Bank.” [Palm Beach Post Editorial,
4/7/08]

Op-Ed: Rubio’s Disclosure Of A Home-Equity Loan Was The People’s Business Because Of His Ties With
Members Of The U.S. Century Bank’s Board. “Some people go to the supermarket and forget to buy milk. State House
Speaker Marco Rubio gets a $135,000 equity loan and forgets to disclose it. So it goes: Memory is an untrustworthy friend. But
Monday, Rubio was laughing. ‘I’m sorry,’ he said between chuckles, ‘I’m still puzzled on why this is newsworthy.’ I’ll explain.
But first a recap: The Miami Herald reported Saturday that Rubio had quickly amended his financial disclosure forms after the
paper asked why they were missing the loan from US Century Bank. Rubio called the omission ‘an oversight.’ The bank,
whose board of directors includes prominent supporters, had extended the $135,000 equity line 37 days after Rubio and his
wife bought a $550,000 home in West Miami in late 2005. But it’s not that the home gained more than $100,000 in value in a
month, Rubio explained: He had frozen the price before the house was finished. US Century chairman Ramon Rasco backed
Rubio: ‘The appreciation did not take place over 37 days. He signed a contract to purchase the house preconstruction over a
year before. In ‘04 and ‘05 we had the biggest run-up in prices we’ve seen in our history.’ Those were heady days. Rubio wasn’t
the only one to benefit. In the context of Miami’s real estate insanity, Rubio’s quick profit is less disquieting than his judgment.

The reason politicians are required to disclose their financial dealings is to ensure transparency. Those of us who send our tax
dollars to Tallahassee have a right to know the friends and business partners of the politicians entrusted with our money. If
Rubio is going to ally himself with developer Sergio Pino against slots, we need to know that he’s banking with him. If Rubio
enjoys the support of Floridians for Property Tax Reform, we need to know that Jose Cancela, involved with the pro-tax-cut
group, is also on the board of US Century. And if Rubio does run for county mayor later this year, voters need to know that
the bank that holds his loans is run by men who might be pleased if the county extended the urban development boundary to
allow development in what is today farmland.” [Ana Menendez The Miami Herald, 4/2/08]
2008: Rubio Failed To Disclose A $135,000 Home-Equity Loan From His Supporters’ Bank. “State House Speaker
Marco Rubio abruptly amended his financial disclosure forms Friday after The Miami Herald asked why they lacked a
$135,000 home-equity loan he obtained from a bank controlled by his political supporters. Rubio and his wife bought the
West Miami home for $550,000 in December 2005, with a $55,000 down payment. A month later, Rubio qualified for the loan
from Miami-based U.S. Century Bank because an appraisal valued the home far higher than the purchase price: $735,000.
Real-estate experts said the deal - on which Rubio gained $185,000 in equity in just 37 days - was unusual. But the 36-year-old
Republican said Friday that it was all above board, that he obtained no special favors and that the failure to disclose the loan
was just ‘an oversight.’ ‘There’s nothing unusual about the loan or the application,’ Rubio said. ‘They went out and ordered the
appraisal . . . They said I qualified for $135,000. I took the equity line.’” [Miami Herald, 3/29/08]


Loan Was Granted After An Unusual Bank Appraisal Abruptly Increased The Value Of Rubio’s Home. “Rubio
said the appraisal was legitimate, considering the heady days of Miami’s real estate boom, but experts aren’t so sure. ‘It
looks a lot like somebody’s currying favor with an important political person,’ said Michael Cannon, a market analyst and
executive director of Integra Realty Resources-Miami whose real estate column appears in The Miami Herald. ‘People off
the street don’t get this deal because he just purchased the property for $550,000. If it is a true equity loan, there has to be
equity in the house to make the loan.’ Though U.S. Century Bank’s appraiser anticipated Rubio’s new house was worth far
more than the purchase price, none of the homes of similar size within a half-mile sold for any more than Rubio paid for
his, according to home sales data from a year before to a year after he bought the house. Rubio provided The Herald a
copy of the January 2006 appraisal. Because it was a new home, the appraisal says sales prices near the Rubio home ‘do
not reflect current market conditions as these were purchased at preconstruction prices prior to price increases in the area,
thus these comparables were not used.’ The appraiser, Fidel Petisco of Alliance Appraisal Corp., then compared the home
to newer homes located between a mile and a mile and a half away. Petisco could not be reached for comment Friday.”
[Miami Herald, 3/29/08]



U.S. Century Bank Board Included Rubio Supporters. “Rubio said he went to U.S. Century Bank, whose board of
directors includes such South Florida political heavyweights as developer Sergio Pino, lobbyist Rodney Barreto and
consultant Jose Cancela, because his sister had a favorable experience with the bank that same year… Cancela has been
deeply involved with Floridians for Property Tax Reform, a group that has gotten behind Rubio’s efforts to push for
property-tax cuts. Rubio himself has raised money for the organization, which also helped push for a constitutional
amendment to cap property taxes.” [Miami Herald, 3/29/08]



Rubio: “Every Bank Has Politically Powerful People”. “Rubio pointed out that it’s no surprise that powerful and
connected people, like Pino or Cancela, run the bank where he got the loan because ‘every bank has politically powerful
people on their board.’” [Miami Herald, 3/29/08]

Pay-to-Play
LOBBYIST CONNECTIONS
In 2011, Rubio Received Contributions From 108 Lobbyists. “According to the First Street report, Rubio has gotten
money from the largest pool of lobbyists. In 2011, 108 donated to the senator. Just behind him is Ryan, who received
contributions from 97 lobbyists in 2011. And the contributions to Rubio and Ryan by-and-large come from different lobbying
crowds; just 21 lobbyists contributed to both congressmen.” [National Journal, 6/27/12]
Rubio’s Chief Of Staff And Legislative Director Were Both Lobbyists. “...Freshmen members in particular, on both sides
of the aisle, may hire ex-lobbyists to help compensate for their own congressional inexperience. However, of the 38 freshman

congressional members in the 112th Congress who hired lobbyists, only two -- Blumenthal and Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) -are Democrats. Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) actually hired two lobbyists into his top positions -- Cesar Conda and Sally Canfield.
Now his chief of staff, Conda, an experienced lobbyist, represented dozens of clients while working for DC Navigators, and
then, Navigators Global. Some of these clients were Visa, New York Life Insurance and GlaxoSmithKline. Canfield, now
working as Rubio’s legislative director, represented Sanofi-Aventis, a global pharmaceutical company.” [OpenSecrets via St.
Petersburg Times, 7/13/11]
In Order To Help Pay Down His Campaign Debt, Rubio Held Back To Back Fundraisers Hosted By DC
Lobbyists. “Sen.-elect Marco Rubio (Fla.) was one of the many Republicans who won in November because of voter disgust
with ‘business as usual’ in Washington, D.C. Now, Rubio and other incoming Members have turned to K Street insiders to
help pay off their campaign debts. The hosts of a debt-retirement fundraiser this week for Rubio include some of the top
GOP lobbyists in town. Among those sponsoring the Thursday reception at the Hotel George are Charlie Black, a longtime
GOP operative and a principal in the Prime Policy Group; Drew Maloney, managing director of Ogilvy Government
Relations; lobbyist power couple Vicki and Steve Hart; and Kirk Blalock, a partner in Fierce, Isakowitz & Blalock and former
official in the George W. Bush administration. Walmart’s political action committee is also a host of Rubio’s event, and ditto
for T. J. Petrizzo, whose firm, Petrizzo Strategic Group, lobbies for a number of health care and Florida-based entities,
including the city of Hialeah and the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians. Dirk Van Dongen, president of the National Association of
Wholesaler-Distributors, and Jade West, senior vice president for the group, are also hosting the event for the Florida
politician, which begins with a VIP reception at 5 p.m. Rubio spokesman Alex Burgos said the Senator-elect ended the
campaign with about $766,000 in debt. Having a fundraiser hosted by lobbyists will not influence Rubio’s actions in Congress,
Burgos said. The invitation for the Rubio event lists lobbyists hosting his event. Rubio’s event is also being sponsored by
Senate Republican leaders, including Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (Ky.), NRSC Chairman John Cornyn (Texas), Minority
Whip Jon Kyl (Ariz.) and Conference Chairman Lamar Alexander (Tenn.).” [Roll Call, 12/6/10]
Blog: Rubio’s Tenure As Speaker Were Known As The “Camelot” Years And Rewarded Loyalty With DonorFunded Trips. “Rubio’s years as House speaker were referred to as Camelot by a group of admirers and fellow lawmakers
(including Rivera) who called themselves his oe12 Disciples. And Rubio rewarded their loyalty with donor-funded trips
(including to his lavish family reunion in Georgia paid for on the party American Express card) and with hefty salaries, like the
$175,000 a year earned by his top aide, Richard Corcoran. He also paved the way to opportunity. A former aide, Amber
Stoner, traveled frequently with Rubio in and out of state (and on his Republican Party credit card) as the person Rubio put in
charge of his 100 ideas agenda the laundry list of proposals to improve the state and country that paved the way for Rubio’s
reputation with conservatives as an idea man. And after she left Rubio’s employ, Stoner became one of the top 12 lobbyists in
the state before shed even entered law school, with a single client: HCA (NYSE:HCA) Healthcare, the new iteration of the
former Columbia/HCA, once run by GOP gubernatorial candidate Rick Scott (who left the company under a cloud amid
massive Medicare fraud charges). And it just happens that Scott is the former co-owner of the Texas Rangers Major League
Baseball team with Jeb’s big brother, former President George W. Bush.” [Reid-Blog, 10/23/10]
Even Though Rubio Opposed Gambling, He Accepted Contributions From The Gambling Industry. “House
Speaker Marco Rubio has long opposed gambling, a stance that grew from spending six years of his childhood in Vegas. Last
week the Miami Republican amplified his objection in an op-ed piece that took a subtle shot at Crist on gambling. But a review
of Rubio’s recent campaign finance reports shows he has received money from the industry. During his 2006 re-election
campaign, Rubio took the maximum $500 contribution from, among others, Calder Race Course, New Hollywood Greyhound
Track, Palm Beach Kennel Club and Hazel Park Harness Raceway. And the committee he formed to attain the speakership,
Floridians for Conservative Leadership, got $2,500 from Calder Race Course in 2003. Buzz asked Rubio about the disconnect.
‘My contributors buy into my agenda - I don’t buy into theirs,’ he said by way of e-mail. ‘I have consistently opposed gaming
and they chose to contribute to my efforts nonetheless.’” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 7/27/07]
Lobbyists Hosted Rubio And House Republican At WaterColor Resort By Florida’s Most Connected Land
Developer. “Rubio, Sansom and 68 of the 79 Republican House members stayed at WaterColor, a resort near Destin owned
by St. Joe, Florida’s biggest and most politically connected land developer…For the long weekend early in December, the
GOP paid for all 68 rooms in the hotel at $250 a night, a bargain at the 499-acre resort that includes a golf course and gulf
beaches. Winter rates traditionally run $250 to $745 a night, depending on the view. The party ‘invited’ six Republican
lobbyists to pay for and attend the event. They were Jon Johnson, Travis Blanton, Greg Turbeville, Richard Heffley, Brian
Yablonski and Will McKinley. A GOP spokesman says the event cost about $250,000. Party spokesman Jeff Sadosky said the
party collected about $67,000 from lobbyists and will report it when it files its next quarterly report.” [St. Petersburg Times,
2/25/07]

Rubio’s State Tour To Seek Ideas For His Book 100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future Was Operated Through
The Republican Party Of Florida And Was Paid For By Lobbyists. “Rubio’s 100 ideas are now laid out in a hardbound
book after a yearlong quest to seek public input at ‘idea raisers’ around the state and from the Internet. Democrats were
invited to take part, and they offered some ideas. But for the most part, they stayed away because the exercise was operated
through the Republican Party of Florida -- to allow Rubio and his deputies to raise money from lobbyists to pay for it rather
than rely on taxpayers. When Rubio held a summit in August to showcase some ideas before Republican Party notables such
as Newt Gingrich and Jack Kemp, Democrats were invited but didn’t attend.” [The Miami Herald, 11/21/06]
Op-Ed: Rubio Said That A $5,000 Plate Fundraiser Were For “Locals Who Are Committed To Us And To (100
Innovative Ideas) Book”; Later Clarified Some Lobbyists Did Attend The Event.” “Before legislators came up here for
the special session and got all huffy about lobbyist largesse, the Republican Party of Florida threw a cocktail party and dinner
in Miami for House Speaker-designate Marco Rubio. It cost $5,000 per person, or $50,000 if you wanted to be on the ‘host
committee.’ ‘I guess we did invite some lobbyists,’ he said in a follow-up e-mail, when I asked about the event. But he said ‘we
have made a goal of raising more money from those who have no interest before the Legislature but rather want to invest in
the cause.’ The party said Wednesday its House campaign committee reaped $325,000 at the Rubio reception and dinner
Friday night. Then members came up here and argued about lobbyists buying them a drink.” [Bill Cotterell, Tallahassee
Democrat, 12/8/05]
When Asked If The Florida Republican Party Was Seeking Contributions As High As $25,000, Rubio Responded
“I’m Sure We Are.” “FEEDING THE WAR CHESTS: The money chase in Tallahassee never stops. One election cycle just
ended, but lobbyists say a member of the House leadership is soliciting donations of as much as $25,000 to replenish the
Republican bank account in advance of the next election cycle. Lawmakers are barred from raising money during the session
that opens March 8, so they’re dialing for dollars now. The lawmaker who’s behind the requests appears destined to be House
speaker, so only the boldest lobbyists will dare say no to him. ‘We’re raising money for the party,’ said Rep. Marco Rubio, RWest Miami, who’s gaining influence because he is in line to follow Allan Bense as House speaker in 2006. Asked whether the
GOP is seeking donations as large as $25,000, Rubio said: ‘I’m sure we are.’ Even though Republicans have a lopsided 84-36
advantage in the House, Rubio said he is worried about losing seats to the Democrats in 2006. [St. Petersburg Times, 1/30/05]
Rubio Opposed A Democratic Attempt To Implement A Fundraising Ban During A Special Session On Medical
Malpractice, A Fundraising Ban Exists During The Regular Session. “Florida lawmakers will be spending long days this
week working on medical-malpractice insurance legislation. But the nights belong to the party -- the Republican Party, that is.
Taking advantage of being in the capital for a special session, House Republicans are being feted at a variety of fund-raisers
sponsored by the state GOP, lobbyists and other Tallahassee supporters. Fund-raisers this week range from a $1,000-a-person
event sponsored by the Republican Party of Florida to a series of $500-or-less events put on by lobbyists. Outnumbered
House Democrats tried to put a stop to the partying Monday by proposing that the Rules Committee impose the same fundraising ban for the special session that applies during the regular session. The proposal, by Rep. Charlie Justice, D-St.
Petersburg, was defeated in committee on a party-line vote. Rubio, the House majority leader, was more blunt, saying the
Democrats were acting out of a “desperation to be relevant.” He noted the fund-raising rules had been in place for a long time
and said Democrats should have given more notice if they wanted the rules changed. The previous House speaker, Tom
Feeney, R-Oviedo, had called a halt to fund raising during special sessions that followed the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. ‘If
the Democrats had a genuine problem with the rule, they should have proposed changes to it in past years. . . . Instead, they
chose to launch this ambush on the morning of special session, long after many of these events had already been arranged,’
Rubio said. ‘These tactics expose this measure for what it really is, a political stunt.’” [Tallahassee Democrat, 6/17/03]
Rubio Attended A Fundraising Lunch And Had “Face Time” With Lobbyists And Business Leaders. “State Rep.
Adam Hasner, R-Delray Beach, had likely 2005-06 House Speaker Allan Bense, R-Panama City, as the headliner Friday for a
lunchtime fund-raiser attended by about 20 local business biggies at the West Palm Beach office of Florida Crystals Corp. Also
attending was House Majority Leader Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, who’s considered a strong candidate for speaker in 200607. Those getting face time with Hasner, Bense and Rubio included Florida Crystals VP Jorge Dominicis, lobbyist and
campaign moneyman Tom DeRita, BIZPAC Chairman John R. Smith and Economic Council luminaries George Elmore, Leo
Vecellio and John Corbett. U.S. Rep. Clay Shaw, R-Fort Lauderdale, isn’t endorsing anyone - including his Ways and Means
Committee colleague and fellow Palm Beach County delegation member, U.S. Rep. Mark Foley, R-West Palm Beach - in the
crowded GOP primary for U.S. Senate.” [Palm Beach Post, 8/25/03]

KOCH BROTHERS

Rubio Was The Number One Recipient Of Koch Brothers Money In 2010 Senate Races; Received More Money
Than Anyone Running For National Office Outside Of Kansas. “Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., has made no secret of his
pro-business agenda since taking office in January. It comes as little surprise, then, that his 2010 campaign was backed largely
by industries he now supports. Data obtained by the Center for Responsive Politics from the Federal Elections Commission
shows that Rubio was the largest recipient of Koch Industries campaign money for U.S. Senate races in 2010. He also received
more money than anyone running for national office outside of Kansas, where Koch Industries is headquartered. Florida is
home to a major Georgia-Pacific paper mill (Georgia-Pacific is a subsidiary of Koch Industries) that has been at the center of a
major battle between Koch industries and environmental regulators. Many of Rubios other campaign donors have connections
to the Koch brothers. Some are more closely affiliated with the Kochs than others, but all those with ties are plugged into the
national network of business leaders and anti-tax and an-ti-regulation advocates that Charles and David Koch have
endeavored to build through conferences and think tanks. The largest single contributor to Rubios campaign by far was the
economic libertarian organization Club for Growth, whose members gave $346,450. Club for Growth has had ties to the
Kochs since its founding in 1999. One of the groups directors, Howard Rich, is also a director of the Cato (NYSE:CATO)
Institute, a think tank that Charles Koch provided the initial funding for and on whose board of directors David Koch now
sits. [The Florida Independent, 3/14/11]

LOOPHOLE LEGISLATION
A Rubio Lobbying Reform Bill That Intended To Stop Lobbyists From Paying For Legislators Food/Drink Created
A Loophole That Allowed Them To Contribute To The State Republican Party Which Would Pick Up The Tab For
“Wining And Dining” When lawmakers passed a law forcing lobbyists to disclose their fees, they included a clause that
forbids lobbyists from buying so much as a cup of coffee for legislators. The day the bill came to a vote, incoming House
Speaker Marco Rubio and Speaker-to-be Ray Sansom praised the section designed to stop the wining and dining. So much for
the message. When they passed the bill, lawmakers chose not to close a gaping loophole. The result: Although they cannot
accept a cup of coffee, dozens of lawmakers and their families were treated to four nights at a luxury Panhandle resort courtesy of a select group of lobbyists. The lobbyists were hit up to contribute to the Republican Party, which officially picked
up the tab. (That’s the loophole.) [St. Petersburg Times, 2/25/07]

HELP WITH CONTRACTS
Max Alvarez Concessions Bid On State Highways
Rubio Helped A Friend And Contributor Max Alvarez Bid On A Florida Turnpike Fuel Concession Contract. Some
of Rubio’s items cost taxpayers nothing, such as his decision to insert special budget language in 2007 that would have helped
a friend and contributor, Max Alvarez, bid on a Florida Turnpike fuel concession contract. Rubio said he was just trying to
make the bidding fair and wasn’t trying to favor anyone. Rubio re-inserted the language the following year, openly pushing the
measure once The Miami Herald publicized his role in the Turnpike effort. Crist let the measure survive in 2007 but vetoed it
in 2008. ‘It seemed to me that trying to direct a financial gain for a political ally. . . was gross. Gross,’ Crist said recently. [The
Miami Herald, 3/10/10]
Orlando Sentinel Editorial: A Bill That Would Have Funded A Large Portion Of The Proposed Wekiva Parkway
Died When Rubio Attached A Measure That Allowed A Political Supporter To Operation Gas And Food
Concessions On The Road. “Officials last week bypassed the gridlock that too often has stalled the Wekiva Parkway,
approving a contested land buy that the Legislature four years ago required before work could start on the beltway around
Orlando. The 386-acre Pine Plantation purchase will help protect the Wekiva River basin from development -- a condition,
along with others protecting wildlife, that legislators wisely attached to the 25-mile parkway project. They’ve also got to keep
some of the parkway’s opponents from turning it into a more costly, critter-threatening enterprise. And they need to press for
more environmental safeguards. A bill that would have helped fund a large portion of the parkway with tolls tied to an
inflation index unfortunately died when House Speaker Marco Rubio weighed it down with a provision allowing a political
supporter to operate gas and food concessions on the Turnpike. Lawmakers should float the plan again next year, but without
the Rubio concession. Another option is for the Expressway Authority to vote to independently increase tolls, but a dip in the
economy and fewer commuters using the toll roads make that unlikely, at least for the time being.” [Orlando Sentinel
Editorial, 10/4/08]

The Miami Herald Editorial: Rubio Pushed Concession Language In Two Transportation Bills To Help Supporter
Max Alvarez To Compete Against Larger Vendors To Operate Toll Facilities. “Clearly, Gov. Charlie Crist doesn’t like
the transportation bills that would have allowed more vendors to have a shot at the gas and food concessions on Florida’s
Turnpike. In less than a week, the governor twice vetoed legislation that would have allowed smaller vendors to compete for
the concession business. On Friday, he vetoed a bill with the concession changes, and on Tuesday he vetoed another bill with
similar language. Gov. Crist says the vetoes will ensure that there is “fairness and integrity” in the Department of
Transportation’s procurement process -- a valid point. Lucrative contract In the process of vetoing the bills, Gov. Crist also
delivered a blow to House Speaker Marco Rubio, whose friend, Max Alvarez, would have benefited from the laws. But, hey,
that’s politics. Mr. Rubio had pushed the concession legislation for two years. (Last year, House leaders quietly inserted
language for a concession proviso into the bill at the last minute, prompting Turnpike officials to delay their request). If either
bill Mr. Rubio supported had become law, Mr. Alvarez would have been among the small vendors who would have been
qualified to compete for a lucrative concession contract. Arguing, as Mr. Rubio does, that small vendors should be able to
compete for Turnpike business makes sense. If that were the only point at issue, there should be no reason to slip language
into legislation at the last minute. Surely, the issue would find lots of support among lawmakers.” [The Miami Herald Editorial,
6/18/08]
Crist Vetoed A Rubio Backed Bill That Included A Provision That Sought To Stop The Florida Department Of
Transportation “From Consolidating Its $265 Million Gas And Food-Concessions Contract For Floridas Turnpike;
Provision Would Have Helped Max Alvarez A South Florida Fuel Distributor And A Rubio Political Supporter.
“Gov. Charlie Crist’s veto of a transportation bill Tuesday means the Orlando-Orange County Expressway Authority won’t
get the power to link tolls to the inflation rate. That aspect of Senate Bill 682 was considered a key option to helping pay for
$6 billion in Central Florida road improvements in the coming decades. The projects include the long-awaited Wekiva Parkway
-- the missing link in the beltway around Orlando -- and tolled express lanes for Interstate 4. The toll authority still has the
option of simply voting to increase tolls, but it would have to vote for each increase instead of allowing prices to rise
automatically with the cost of living. The legislation was doomed because it included a provision sought by House Speaker
Marco Rubio to stop the state Department of Transportation from consolidating its $265 million gas and food-concessions
contract for Florida’s Turnpike. Rubio, R-West Miami, got fellow lawmakers to approve legislation after he was contacted by
South Florida fuel distributor Max Alvarez, a friend and political supporter. Alvarez was among dozens of smaller vendors
poised to bid on a piece of the smaller contract who now could be blocked from bidding on the joint contract that now looks
likely to fall to a larger vendor. Crist on Monday vetoed a bill (HB 5067) that included Rubio’s divided contract language and
struck again Tuesday when it was made part of a larger transportation bill (SB 682) that included the toll indexing.” [The
Orlando Sentinel, 6/18/08]
Rubio Snuck In Turnpike Language To Help A Political Supporter, Max Alvaera, To Bid On The Running The
Road’s Facilities. “It’s dark. It’s late. And only good things can happen, right? After another marathon day of meeting, the
House Policy and Budget Committee voted out a 144-page strike-all amendment on the controversial CSX bill at 10:39 p.m.
tonight. It allows the state to buy 61 miles of rail line from CSX in return for use of the line for a commuter rail through
Orlando, having CSX make improvements on its other rail corridors, giving CSX sovereign immunity from lawsuits and
allowing CSX to lease back the line from the state for $10 million a year. But tucked deep inside the ‘strike-all’ amendment are
a few other gems. Such as the language sought by House Speaker Marco Rubio’s that requires DOT to change a turnpike
contract in a way that his friend and fuel distributor Max Alvarez had asked. Asked Rep. Ron Saunders, a Key West Democrat:
‘Is this the same language as in the implementing bill for turnpike contracts?’ Replied Rep. Gary Aubuchon, a Cape Coral
Republican and the bill’s sponsor: ‘I’m being told it’s slightly different. It’s the same intent as the (budget) implementing bill.’”
[The Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 4/21/08]
Rubio Opposed The Florida Department Of Transportation Way Of Contracting To A Single Vendor For Service
Plaza’s; Rubio Pointed Out That He Would Have No Say In Awarding Contracts So His Supporter Max Alvarez
May Not Benefit. “The state agency that runs the Florida Turnpike is at odds with House Speaker Marco Rubio over the way
contracts are awarded for providing food and gasoline at the turnpike’s eight service plazas. The turnpike agency says it wants
to combine the contracts so that one vendor can bid to run the food and gas concessions at the plazas. That’s one way of
luring vendors willing to spend money to make needed renovations at the 1980s-era facilities. Officials say it’s an industry
trend, and it makes financial sense. Rubio says that’s anticompetitive and shuts out small Florida businesses that want to be
players in the turnpike concession. One of those small Florida businesses happens to be owned by one of Rubio’s friends but
the speaker says that’s not his motivation and is defending his position. Even if Rubio wins the fight and manages to keep the
state law the way it is ensuring separate contracts he wouldn’t have any say in the awarding of the actual contract, he points

out. That would still be up to the Department of Transportation, which means Rubio’s friend, Max Alvarez, may not benefit.”
[The Associated Press, 4/8/08]

SUGAR
By March Of 2010 Rubio Received $14,000 From Florida Crystals Corporation; Criticized Crist Over His Deal With
U.S. Sugar. “It’s hard to overestimate how personally important Gov. Charlie Crist considers the half-billion-dollar land deal
he brokered with U.S. Sugar Corp. in the name of Everglades restoration. In a nationally televised interview with Fox News on
Monday night, he spoke of it as a way to ‘honor God’s work’ and again equated the proposed 73,000-acre deal to the purchase
of the first national park. ‘Our administration has been very focused on it, just like Teddy Roosevelt would have been,’ Crist
told Fox host Greta Van Susteren. Amid an increasingly vicious race against Marco Rubio for a seat in the U.S. Senate, a key
component of Crist’s political legacy now faces a critical vote Thursday before a much lesser-known political body: the
governing board of the South Florida Water Management District. All of this, in the context of the Crist-Rubio U.S. Senate
race, served as a reminder that in the universe of Florida politics, Big Sugar -- meaning U.S. Sugar and Florida Crystals -- is at
the center. In this case the two agro giants have backed opposing candidates. Rubio, backed by Crystals, blasted the U.S. Sugar
land deal on national television as a ‘massive, taxpayer-funded bailout’ for the Crystals competitor. ‘Charlie Crist’s bailout plan
will require higher taxes and increased debt and it does nothing for the Everglades,’ Rubio said. Crist dismissed the criticism
and pointed to the $14,000 or more in campaign contributions that Rubio received from Crystals executives. Meanwhile,
campaign finance records show that U.S. Sugar executives, family members, attorneys and lobbyists have funneled at least
$103,000 to Crist.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/10/10]
According to Lee County Commissioner Ray Judah Rubio Had Ties To The Miami Sugar-Growing Fanjul Family.
“Lee County Commissioner Ray Judah was fired up for his appearance at BUPAC (Businesspeople United for Political Action
Committee) this week. Much of Judah’s speech went to efforts by Lee County and others to promote alternative energy
resources and lessening the dependence on fossil fuels. Asked if he’s more inclined to support offshore oil drilling, Judah
firmly replied ‘when hell freezes over,’ to applause from the generally conservative group. Legislative debate about easing
restrictions on offshore oil drilling just shows lawmakers who support the change ‘are running around like heroin addicts with
the lobbyists from big oil feeding their veins,’ Judah said. He also said he worries about the candidacy of GOP U.S. Senate
candidate Marco Rubio because of Rubio’s ties to the sugar-growing giant Fanjul family of Miami, which could lead to less
support for measures needed to save Florida’s Everglades.” [The News-Press, 10/30/09]
Despite Rubio’s Anti-Gambling Platform, The Industry Donated $800,000 To The Florida Republican Party.
“Florida’s ailing gambling industry, betting on the Republican-led Legislature to come to the rescue, has anted up $800,000 to
the state party in the past three months, most of it at House-sponsored fundraisers. The generous contributions come at time
when the industry -- dog tracks, horse tracks and jai-alai frontons -- is losing attendance and profits, while the parimutuels in
Tampa and Broward County may soon face increased competition from Indian casinos. Nearly $600,000 of the GOP haul was
delivered to the party within one week in late July, the same time House Republicans held ‘Havana Nights’ fundraisers in Coral
Gables and Miami Beach. The events featured a yacht cruise, salsa lessons, dinner at the former Versace mansion and personal
concierges available 24/7. Since then, House Speaker Marco Rubio has come out strongly against a proposed gambling
compact being negotiated by Gov. Charlie Crist with the Seminole Tribe of Florida. The proposal would give the tribe Las
Vegas-style slots as well as table games, and the state would get a cut. Rubio’s argument -- that the tribe is entitled to nothing
more than slot machines -- echoes those made by the parimutuels, especially those in Broward, which say that granting table
games to the Seminole gives them an unfair advantage.” [The Miami Herald, 10/12/07]
Maxwell House Paid One Of Rubio’s Road Tolls. “Getting in touch with Marco Rubio is tough these days, but the House
Speaker popped up on 100.7 WFLA this morning to discuss his legal challenge to Gov. Charlie Crist’s gambling compact.
Listen to the interview here. ‘This deal was done in secret,’ Rubio said, while applauding Crist for tackling the issue that has
lingered for years. At one point, Rubio, talking on his cell phone, heads through a toll both and is startled to discover it’s free,
thanks to Maxwell House. He jokes about it perhaps being a violation of the gift ban.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog,
11/21/07]

Ray Samson

PolitiFact: Crist’s Claim That Rubio Was “Subpoenaed” Was Rated “Half True.” “To recap, while the ad tries to draw
similarities between Sansom’s history and Rubio’s, Rubio has not been accused of wrongdoing in his association with Florida
International University. In fact, Rubio took his job with FIU only as he was leaving the state House -- when his power was
fading -- while Sansom took his higher-paying job as he was becoming one of the state’s most powerful legislators. The
differences are stark enough that overall impression caused by the ad can be quite misleading. The ad rightly says that Rubio
was subpoenaed, but the overall connection between Rubio and Sansom is flimsy at best. First, a subpoena was issued, but
apparently never delivered. Additionally, a subpoena isn’t an indication Rubio did something wrong. It just means he could
have been called to testify. As such we rate the statement Half True.” [PolitiFact St. Petersburg Times, 4/13/10]
Rubio “Didn’t Know” About Ray Sansom’s Conflict Of Interest About Funding For An Airport Hangar In Which
He Allowed To Move Forward. “What separates Sansom from Rubio and about 20 other current and past lawmakers who
hold jobs at state colleges and universities is a $6 million airport project Sansom funded in 2007. A Times/Herald review and
subsequent criminal investigation showed a friend of Sansom’s wanted to use the building for his corporate jet business.
Sansom and the friend, Panhandle developer Jay Odom, have been indicted over the project, as has the former president of
Northwest Florida State College. The case is slowly proceeding through court. But Crist and Rubio share a common response
to the airport: We didn’t know. Both point to budget language that suggests it was merely an emergency operations and
training center. Crist’s budget office even asked for more information from the college and records show officials scrambled
to come up with language. ‘It was misrepresented,’ said Crist, who last year sent a letter to the college trustees asking them to
return the money for the building, which was still in the planning stage. Rubio has offered the same explanation why the lastminute appropriation missed his scrutiny.” [St. Petersburg Times, 3/3/10]
Ray Sansom Resigned As Florida Speaker The Night Before A House Ethics Panel Was To Begin His Trial, Rubio
Was Sparred In Having To Testify Before The Panel. “Former Florida House Speaker Ray Sansom - typically - showed
concern only for himself in resigning from the Florida Legislature the night before a House ethics panel was to begin
investigating his conduct. Self-interest seems the overriding motive in Sansom’s political moves. His departure from the
Legislature is welcomed, but his belated decision will leave his Panhandle district without adequate representation this session,
which begins next week. A special election will be necessary, and it will be impossible to complete until the session is well
under way. The resignation also will keep the public from learning more about his dubious activities and will leave a cloud over
those associated with him, including Marco Rubio, the former speaker and candidate for the U.S. Senate who appointed
Sansom as chair of the powerful appropriations committee. Rubio, who says he knew nothing about Sansom’s shenanigans,
likely would have had to testify at the public House hearings. That might have been a temporary embarrassment, but would
have given Rubio a chance to officially clear the air.” [Tampa Tribune, 2/23/10]
Rubio’s Hand-Picked Budget Chief, Ray Sansom, Was Indicted For Official Misconduct During Rubio’s Tenure As
Speaker; Defended Sansom In January 2009, Six Months Before The Indictment. “Marco Rubio is running for U.S.
Senate with a potentially serious blemish on his public record: His hand-picked budget chief was indicted for official
misconduct during Rubio’s tenure as Florida House speaker. There’s no evidence Rubio knew that Sansom had budgeted $6
million for a donors’ aircraft hangar in the guise of funding a college educational facility, as alleged in the indictment. That
budget item apparently raised no red flags with the speaker, and his rival for the Republican Senate nomination, Gov. Charlie
Crist, declined to veto that appropriation despite it being flagged as a ‘turkey’ by Florida TaxWatch. ‘As speaker, if anyone
wants to put responsibility for anything on you, you have to accept that. But I would just say the Legislature is not run by a
single person,’ Rubio said Tuesday. ‘We delegated a lot of responsibility, and I think that’s how you run an organization, and
unfortunately in this case it led to some unfortunate decisions that were made.’ Rubio implied that some senior House staffers
could have helped thwart the misuse of state money but that ultimately there was almost no way for even a House speaker to
spot bogus budget allocations inserted by an appropriations chairman.” [The Miami Herald, 6/3/09]
Rubio Defended Ray Sansom As He Faced Ethical Questions. “Former state House Speaker Marco Rubio, expected to
become a candidate for U.S. Senate soon, stood by embattled Florida House Speaker Ray Sansom today in a phone interview,
saying Sansom ‘deserves the benefit of the doubt.’ ‘Ray Sansom is a high quality person. He’s one of the best people I ever
interacted with in the legislative process. ... He’s in the middle of a process, and he’ll have to let the process go through,’ the
Miami Republican said when asked if Sansom should step down as Speaker for the good of the legislature and his party. ‘He
understands he’s got a perception problem. ... It comes down to his ability to his ability to focus on the job, and if he can
focus on the job then I don’t think it’s a problem.’” [St. Petersburg Times, The Buzz Blog, 1/27/09]

GEO GROUP AND BLACKWATER RIVER CORRECTIONAL FACILITY

Rubio’s Budget Chief, Ray Sansom, Inserted Language Into The 2008-2009 Florida Budget That Allowed For the
Creation Of A Private Prison Known As Blackwater River Correctional Facility, The Prison’s Operator Was A Major
Contributor The Republican Party Of Florida. Rubio’s budget chief Roy Sansom inserted funds for the creation of
Florida’s largest private prison, Blackwater River Correctional Facility (CF). “The prison was designed and is operated by
Florida-based Geo Group, the nation’s second-largest private prison operator. While serving as Rubios budget chief [Ray
Sansom] inserted language into the Florida’s 2008-2009 budget for what was to become Blackwater CF. And as to Blackwater
CF, On March 30, 2010, Elva McCaig, a nurse employed at the Florida Department of Corrections (FDOC) Santa Rosa
Correctional Institute, and treasurer of Nurses Behind the Gate, a prison nurse advocacy group, wrote a letter addressed to
U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Florida Thomas Kirwin and State Attorney for Florida’s Second Judicial District
Willie Meggs. The letter laid out McCaigs concerns that the development of Blackwater CF was yet another legislativelymandated handout to yet another prominent Florida Republican Party contributor, Geo Group. Geo consistently reports
annual revenue in excess of one billion dollars “all of which it earns through state, county and federal contracts for the
detention of both criminal offenders and immigrant detainees. [ReidBlog, 2/21/07]


Geo Group Was A Top Contributor To Florida GOP. “Geo is a top Florida Republican Party contributor; through
two political action committees (PACs), Florida Geo Group, Inc. PAC and Geo Group, Inc. PAC, the corporation gave
$85,000 to the Republican Party of Florida from 2006 through 2009, along with tens of thousands of dollars in additional
contributions to other state Republican Party PACs and campaigns of individual Republican candidates. [The ReidBlog,
2/21/11]

Geo Group Donated $10,000 To Rubio
Geo Group Was A Top Contributor To Rubio And His State PACs It is also worth noting that from 2005 through 2010,
Geo, through its PACs, dispensed an additional $15,000 to the National Republican Congressional Committee, an additional
$32,000 to the National Republican Senatorial Committee, and an additional $10,000 over 2009 and 2010 directly to the Marco
Rubio for U.S. Senate PAC. Geos PAC spending, however, is not the limit of their appreciation shown to Rubio. On
September 13, 2010, several top Geo corporate executives, along with Geo lobbyists and subcontractors, gave a total of
$33,500 in individual contributions to the Florida Victory Committee, a PAC created for the benefit of three other PACS:
Marco Rubio for U.S. Senate, the National Republican Senatorial Committee and the Republican Party of Florida. In addition,
Geo Chief Executive Officer and founder George Zoley gave Rubio a further $4,800 in personal contributions over the course
of 2009 and 2010”half of which Zoley gave to the Rubio campaign on September 13, 2010 ‘putting his own personal
disbursements to the Rubio campaign for that single day at $7,400.’” [ReidBlog, 2/21/07]

Ralph Arza Connection
Rubio’s Friend And Mentor Representative Ralph Arza Resigned Because He Left A Racially Charged Message On
The Cellphone Of Representative Gus Barreiro. “Instead, the Republican lawmaker found himself apologizing to black
colleagues and mounting a weeklong campaign to oust his longtime friend and deputy, Rep. Ralph Arza of Hialeah, for leaving
racially charged messages on the cellphone of Miami Beach Rep. Gus Barreiro. Arza’s resignation Wednesday and his arrest
Thursday on charges of witness tampering were baptism by fire for Rubio, who will be sworn in as speaker on Nov. 21 for a
two-year term. Democrats have commended Rubio for his swift and decisive demotion of Arza, who admitted making the
calls. But they also say Arza’s reputation as a bully with a temper should have given Rubio reason to take action sooner. Rubio
had allowed Arza entry into his inner circle and the opportunities for prestige, respect and power that come with it, despite
claims that emerged in the spring from Barreiro and others. They accused Arza of using the N-word to describe Miami-Dade
schools chief Rudy Crew on a voice mail message to Barreiro. On Oct. 20, Barreiro filed a formal House complaint, saying
Arza had used racial slurs in a cellphone message last spring. On Oct. 21, Arza left a cascade of expletives and a racial slur on
Barreiro’s phone. As Arza partied at his mother’s home, his cousin left three more profanity-laced messages that threatened
Barreiro and accused him of being a ‘snitch.’ This time Barreiro saved the messages, showed them to police and called Rubio.
Rubio was torn. He had been urged by political leaders in Miami to condemn his friend and distance himself, and he resisted.
In a letter to House members the day he demoted Arza, he wrote: ‘The tragedy of scandal is that it defines a person by their
worst mistakes or lapses in judgment. I know, in my heart, Ralph Arza is a better man than he has shown us this week.’” [The
Miami Herald, 11/3/06]

At First, Arza Deflected Calls To Resign From Rubio. “Within two hours of learning of the situation, Rubio said he
contacted Minority Leader Dan Gelber of Miami Beach as well as Rep. Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall, a leader in the black
caucus, to say that he would at least disqualify Arza from a leadership post. “The first two messages were inappropriate
comments between colleagues -- it’s an assessment Ralph Arza shares,” Rubio said. ‘He uses a term in the second message that
is inappropriate and unbecoming. The other messages, I don’t know who they are. These were obviously much stronger and
more troubling.’” [The Miami Herald, 10/27/06]
Before Arza Resigned, Rubio Declared That He Would Be Ineligible To Serve In the Leadership During His
Speakership. “Over the weekend, Barreiro received a message from Arza, repeating the same slur and yelling at Barreiro for
filing the complaint. Arza has since apologized and said he had been drinking alcohol when he left the message. Arza has
refused to resign. He did not return calls for comment Wednesday. His refusal led incoming House Speaker Marco Rubio, RMiami, to declare Arza ineligible for leadership positions during Rubio’s term as speaker, according to a letter Rubio wrote
House members Wednesday.” [St. Petersburg Times, 10/26/06]
Rubio’s Mentor Representative Ralph Arza Used Racial Epithets To Describe Miami-Dade’s African American
Schools Superintendent Rudy Crew. “State Rep. Ralph Arza, a top education leader in the Legislature, has repeatedly used
racial epithets in English and Spanish to describe Miami-Dade’s African-American schools superintendent, according to the
schools chief himself and four public officials from the Miami-Dade area. ‘They were very disparaging remarks made in a very,
very ugly ethnic tone’ for more than a year, Superintendent Rudy Crew said Wednesday. Four other sources, both elected and
appointed officials, some of whom are Republicans like Arza, told The Miami Herald they had heard the lawmaker use the
language when talking about Crew. Arza was elected to the Florida House in 2000 and parlayed his aggressive political savvy
and two decades as a Miami Senior High history teacher into his current position as de facto education guru to the man
designated to lead the House next year, Marco Rubio. Rubio conferred with Arza on Tuesday as the House finalized its
education package.” [The Miami Herald, 4/27/06]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Connection To Ralph Arza Clouded “Idearaisers” Tour. “But just as Rubio and his innovative ideas
were gaining momentum on the national stage, troubles began to brew for him at home. Miami Rep. Gus Barreiro broke his
silence last week and acknowledged at a press conference that one of Rubio’s close advisors, Hialeah Rep. Ralph Arza, had left
him a patronizing phone message that referred to Miami-Dade schools Superintendent Rudy Crew, who is black, with a racial
slur. For months, Barreiro had said nothing about the incident. He talked about it publicly for the first time at a political event:
a press conference to announce his endorsement of Miami Sen. Alex Villalobos for reelection. Arza’s denial on the floor of the
state House that he had used a racial epithet was a troubling lie, Barriero said, leaving him “with no choice” but to file an
ethics complaint against Arza. At the same press conference, Miami Reps. J.C. Planas, Julio Robaina and Marcelo Llorente
deplored what they alleged were divisive moves by Arza and Rubio’s longtime friend and advisor, Rep. David Rivera. They
claimed Arza and Rivera had either personally recruited, or asked others to recruit, challengers in the reelection races of
Robaina and Llorente. They suggested that Rubio should find out if the allegations were true and, if so, put a stop to Arza and
Rivera. And so the internal dispute -- the kind usually kept contained within Miami-Dade’s concentric political circles -erupted into the open. Rivera denied the claims. Arza wouldn’t return reporters’ calls. And Rubio said Friday: ``I’m just trying
to refocus everyone on the big picture here -- that’s what people will remember 10 years from now. They won’t remember
what title you had.” Meanwhile, Barreiro, who leaves office in November because of term limits, worries that the rift and
Rubio’s failure to mediate will leave damaging scars. “People in our delegation believe they really, truly do not have a voice,
and when people feel that way, they do things,” he said. If this is a sign of things to come, maybe Rubio could borrow a lesson
from Gingrich, whose calculated rise to power brought Republican control to the U.S. House for the first time in 50 years.
[Mary Ellen Klas The Miami Herald, 7/2/06]
Ralph Arza Helped Rubio Lock Up Endorsements For Speaker. “Because power is now concentrated in the hands of so
few, the Miami delegation faces a somewhat new challenge: Hold itself together sufficiently to a) make Marco Rubio speaker
and b) push current leadership into making concessions on local issues. No matter how it may look from the outside, the
effort requires constant maintenance; the group of ten Cubans and one Colombian spans an array of personalities, ideologies,
and ambitions. At one end is smooth, intellectual insider Marco Rubio; at the other is pugnacious charmer Ralph Arza. The
two could not be more different and yet, after initial skirmishing, Arza played a key role in helping Rubio lock up pledges for
the speakership. Rubio is often described as a talented young politician who has thus far managed to balance his larger
ambitions with more parochial considerations. He can strong-arm party members into accepting a position, or he can broker a
consensus, sometimes in clever ways, such as relying on the debating skills of the eloquent Dan Gelber.” [Miami New Times,
4/22/04]

Revolving Door
Rubio’s Chief Of Staff, Cesar Conda Received $50,000 To $100,000 In Payments From His Old Lobbying Firm,
Navigators Global. “Conda left Navigators Global in January of 2011 only days before being tapped as Rubio’s chief of staff,
the most influential non-elected position in a congressional office. But the relationship with Navigators Global, which
continues to lobby Congress for at least 16 different clients — including private prison powerhouse GEO Group, New York
Life Insurance, and UPS — didn’t end. Republic Report reviewed Conda’s latest personal finance disclosure, filed last month
with the Senate clerk’s office, which reveals that he received between $50,000 to $100,000 in payments from Navigators
Global after becoming a public servant under Rubio.” [Republic Report, 6/4/12]
Rubio’s Top Two DC Staffers Were Former Lobbyists. “Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) actually hired two lobbyists into his
top positions -- Cesar Conda and Sally Canfield. Now his chief of staff, Conda, an experienced lobbyist, represented dozens of
clients while working for DC Navigators, and then, Navigators Global. Some of these clients were Visa, New York Life
Insurance and GlaxoSmithKline. Canfield, now working as Rubio’s legislative director, represented Sanofi-Aventis, a global
pharmaceutical company.” [St. Petersburg Times, 7/13/11]
Rubio Chose Cesar Conda, Washington Insider, Lobbyist And Former Domestic Policy Advsor To Dick Cheney As
His Chief Of Staff. “Both Rubio and Johnson chose lobbyists from Navigators Global who had served in the George W.
Bush administration and on Capitol Hill. Rubio tapped Cesar Conda, who co-founded the D.C.-based Navigators after serving
as Vice President Dick Cheney’s top domestic policy adviser.” [Politico, 2/14/11]
Rubio Named Jim DeMint Former Campaign Manager As His Deputy Chief Of Staff. “Sen. Marco Rubio has hired a
well-known political strategist in South Carolina as his deputy chief of staff. Terry Sullivan helped engineer then Rep. Jim
DeMint’s successful campaign for Senate and he ran Mitt Romney’s presidential campaign in South Carolina in 2008. ‘Terry
brings critical experience and valuable strategic insight to our Senate office as we expand and further our goal of serving all
Floridians,’ Rubio said in a statement. Sullivan’s role underscores Rubio’s star power. Part of his job will be to ‘strategically’
help handle the volume of media, speaking and endorsement requests as well as work on Rubio’s message, a source says.
Rubio’s chief of staff is Cesar Conda, a Bush/Cheney veteran with ties to Todd Harris. [St. Petersburg Times, Buzz Blog,
2/10/11]
Victor Schaffner Op-Ed: Rubio Could Have Picked A Better Chief Of Staff. “I can’t echo the generally positive reviews
that Marco Rubio has received for naming as his chief of staff Cesar Conda, who served as former Vice President Dick
Cheney’s senior domestic policy advisor and former Michigan Sen. Spencer Abraham’s legislative director. Conda’s a heavy
hitter, a serious policy wonk, a major Washington presence, fawned much of the press. But what does he specifically bring to
the table on policy? I’ll just touch on energy here (You can read elsewhere about his role fashioning the Bush tax cuts). Conda
reportedly was part of a White House team that urged George W. Bush to abandon his campaign promise to place limits on
carbon dioxide emissions of power plants. This doesn’t fall under the energy umbrella, but I also need to mention a piece
Conda wrote six years ago in the National Review. In it he called Cheney’s disgraced former chief of staff, Scooter Libby,
“honorable, discreet, selfless -- a man of un-questionable integrity.” [Victory Schaffner Orlando Sentinel, 2/2/11]
Rubio’s Legislative Director Worked At A Pharmaceutical Company. “Sen.-elect Marco Rubio announced Tuesday the
hiring of several key staffers, in preparation for taking office today. Sally Canfield will be chief policy adviser and legislative
director. Canfield was a former senior director for policy at Sanofi-Aventis US pharmaceutical company.” [Pensacola News
Journal, 1/5/11]
Former Rubio Chief Legislative Aide, Nelson Diaz Became A Lobbyist. “Becker & Poliakoff, P.A., a Florida-based
statewide and international commercial law firm with a significant government relations and lobbying practice, today
announced the appointment of Nelson Diaz to the firm’s growing Government Services practice. In that capacity, Mr. Diaz
will join the firm’s Government Relations & Lobbying Group, staffed by attorneys with extensive knowledge of state and local
governmental agencies and experience in legislative bill drafting, lobbying and tracking. He will work closely with Becker &
Poliakoff lawyer lobbyists Bernie Friedman and Yolanda Cash Jackson and the firm’s co-founder, Alan Becker, a former
legislator. Prior to joining Becker & Poliakoff, Mr. Diaz served as Chief Legislative Aide to Marco Rubio (R-Miami), SpeakerDesignate of Florida’s House of Representatives. He is especially knowledgeable on Florida Constitutional law and has helped
guide legislation through the committee process to the floor of the House and Senate and, ultimately, onto the governor’s
desk.” [PR Newswire US, 9/27/05]

Staff Hiring Controversies As Speaker
Op-Ed: Hispanic Activist Javier Manjarres Was On The Rubio Payroll. “The company, Shark Tank Media LLC, which
the filing says received $5,000 from the Rubio campaign, was formed by Manjarres in February. It does not yet have an
employer identification number, which makes it interesting to figure out how Manjarres opened a business bank account that
would allow him to get paid but I digress. Now, of course the $5,000 payment could be for advertising, though I don’t see any
Marco Rubio ads on Javier’s site and under purpose of disbursement it does say media. Not sure what that means. And it
should be noted that there’s nothing improper or illegal about a campaign hiring a blogger to work for them fellow Senate
candidate Kendrick Meek hired one of Florida’s most prolific liberal bloggers, Kenneth Quinnell for a time, to be his new
media outreach director. But when Kenny was blogging for Kendrick, he disclosed it. Manjarres has at times been critical of
Rubio campaign strategy, and hasn’t come across as a shill, but it is interesting that at least in the primary, he was apparently a
paid Rubio operative.” [Joe Reid The Reid Blog, 10/9/10]
Rubio Appointed Former Aide To The Taxation And Budget Reform Commission. “House Speaker Marco Rubio has
named his former chief aide to the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission. Richard Corcoran, a Tallahassee lawyer who
lost a state Senate race last year, was appointed Tuesday. He replaces Alan Levine, a Fort Lauderdale hospital executive, who
resigned to focus on a new job helping Louisiana restructure its health care system. Corcoran will join the commission in time
for votes Monday on property tax relief, a top issue for Rubio, R-West Miami.” [The Associated Press, 3/12/08]
Florida Today Editorial: Rubio Was Hypocritical To Criticize Salary Increases For Local Officials. “The Florida
Legislature’s leaders are patting themselves on the backs for being stingy with bonuses and promotions for staff this year. Say
what? These are the officials who screamed the loudest about wasteful spending on the county and city level, and led the
charge forcing local governments to cut property tax revenues. Yet, Sen. President Ken Pruitt, R-St. Lucie, approved 14
bonuses totaling $17,650 this year and promoted 13 employees with raises ranging from $3,600 to $9,216 annually. House
Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, gave a 10- and a 24 percent pay hike to two staffers. Granted, that’s much less than last
year, when former House and Senate leaders handed out more than $700,000 in bonuses and merit raises. But it’s still
hypocritical, given the budget ax coming down as a result of reforms passed in the June special session. Those reforms are
already having a brutal impact on Floridians. The city of Tampa last week announced it was laying off or eliminating more
than 200 positions, including public safety jobs. Salary freezes and scores of layoffs -- not bonuses -- could lie ahead for
Brevard County workers too, as county commissioners decide where to cut at least $10.2 million, or 9 percent, from the
budget. That’s why we don’t buy the self-congratulatory spin of Rubio and Pruitt. State lawmakers need to practice what they
preach.” [Editorial Florida Today, 7/10/07]
Rubio’s Chief Of Staff Stepped Down To Consider A Run For Office. “Richard Corcoran, the chief of staff to Florida
House Speaker Marco Rubio, resigned Monday and could run for a Citrus County-based Senate seat. Corcoran said he would
open a campaign account within days to run for the Senate seat held by Sen. Nancy Argenziano, R-Dunnellon. She is one of
12 semifinalists for one of two openings on the powerful Public Service Commission, which regulates utilities. Argenziano
would have to resign her Senate seat should Gov. Charlie Crist ultimately appoint her to the PSC, which many around the
Capitol think is likely. Corcoran, a Republican who once lost to Argenziano in a House primary, said he would run for the seat
only if Argenziano steps down. He had been the highest-paid employee in the Florida House, making $175,212 a year.”
[Orlando Sentinel, 3/13/07]

BUDGET CONSULTANT- STAYED ON LONGER AND DID NOT PRODUCE
MUCH WORK
Rubio’s Budget Consultant, Donna Arduin, Was Asked To Remain An Extra Month After Her Six Month Contract
Expired. “A budget consultant to Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio will earn an additional $10,000 from the state next
month as lawmakers continue to struggle with property tax reform. The original six-month, $60,000 consulting contract for
Donna Arduin, a budget director for former Republican Gov. Jeb Bush, was set to expire today. But Rubio extended her deal
by another 30 days and $10,000 to help with a special session on property taxes, an issue that lawmakers failed to resolve
during the annual spring session that ended May 4. Arduin, who earned $150,000 in 15 months from the Republican Party of
Florida before joining Rubio’s office, has been one of the top aides in the West Miami Republican’s high-profile campaign for
property tax reform. A budget consultant to Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio will earn an additional $10,000 from the

state next month as lawmakers continue to struggle with property tax reform. The original six-month, $60,000 consulting
contract for Donna Arduin, a budget director for former Republican Gov. Jeb Bush, was set to expire today. But Rubio
extended her deal by another 30 days and $10,000 to help with a special session on property taxes, an issue that lawmakers
failed to resolve during the annual spring session that ended May 4. Arduin, who earned $150,000 in 15 months from the
Republican Party of Florida before joining Rubio’s office, has been one of the top aides in the West Miami Republican’s highprofile campaign for property tax reform. ‘We are very fortunate that someone of her expertise and her caliber is able to advise
us,’ Rubio said. ‘To me, she’s been a big help.’” [Palm Beach Post, 5/31/07]


Emails Highlighted The Extent Of Rubio’s Budget Consultant Donna Arduin’s Work, Critiqued Crist Budget
Plans. “A review of state e-mail records during the past six months shows that Arduin also often relayed messages from
the speaker to top House budget staffers, critiqued plans from Republican Gov. Charlie Crist and provided advice on a
range of other budget topics. ‘Charlie’s plan is much better than just the homestead doubling he campaigned on,’ Arduin
wrote in a Jan. 31 e-mail to Rubio’s chief of staff about Crist’s proposal for property tax reform. ‘So it is moving in the
right direction; it provides relief, but we would like more,’ she wrote. Arduin also promoted selling the state lottery,
removing tuition restrictions on universities and community colleges and downsizing the Department of Community
Affairs. In one e-mail, she referred to Crist’s anti-murder bill, which requires prison for violent probation violators, as
‘anti-parole’ and proposed paying for more substance abuse treatment for some parole violators. But much of Arduin’s
work for Rubio focused on his elaborate plan to eliminate property taxes on primary homes, known as homesteads, and
replace most of the revenues by increasing the state sales tax from 6 cents to 8.5 cents. E-mails from December show
Arduin asked budget staffers to study the possibility of raising the sales tax to 11.9 cents and cutting all property taxes. In
January, staffers were considering alternatives to the sales tax increase such as raising taxes on cigarettes, real estate
transactions and corporate income. On Feb. 2, in an e-mail with the subject ‘lets move on tax reform plan now,’ Rubio
asked Arduin and his then-Chief of Staff Richard Corcoran to draft a plan that included, among other things, doubling the
homestead exemption. ‘I really think this is the best package that will be offered,’ Rubio wrote. ‘Lets move on drafting and
analysis but keep it to a small circle for now, I do not want it leaked.’ Arduin suggested replacing portability with $100,000
homestead exemptions. But those ideas fell to the wayside to make way for Rubio’s controversial tax swap, which itself
failed to win support from the Senate, leading to a special session on property taxes. During the special session, which will
begin June 12, lawmakers will instead consider percent-based exemptions, such as half of the median homestead value in
each county, for full-time residents.” [Palm Beach Post, 5/31/07]

In Nearly Four Months Of Work Rubio’s $10,000 A Month Budget Consultant Only Produced 19 Pages Of Work.
“When House Speaker Marco Rubio wanted justification for his plan to replace property taxes with an increase in the sales tax,
he turned to a familiar name in conservative economic circles: Donna Arduin, former budget director to Gov. Jeb Bush.
Arduin, who also worked for California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, is a partner in a consulting firm with Arthur Laffer - as
in the Laffer Curve, the justification of President Reagan’s massive tax cuts in 1981 - and Stephen Moore, former head of the
anti-tax Club for Growth. On Wednesday, Rubio defended the $40,000 taxpayers will have paid Arduin’s firm by the end of
this month as money well-spent. ‘She’s doing a great job,’ he said. ‘She’s done a lot of work. She’s done economic analyses of
all of our plans.’ According to Rubio’s response to a public records request, a 16-page paper titled An Analysis of the
Proposed Property Tax Rollback in Florida, an earlier 15-page draft of the same and an accompanying three pages showing the
potential benefits for various taxpayers are the only written work Arduin has supplied to the House since her contract began
Dec. 1. The three-page paper shows how much money Floridians of different income groups would save on total taxes if
Rubio’s proposal were implemented. The 16-page paper predicts that those tax savings would create jobs and promote
population growth in the state, but does not quantify the economic assumptions that underlie the assertion. Rubio
spokeswoman Jill Chamberlin said Arduin also has given oral advice to Rubio and other House leaders on numerous
occasions. Her contract ends May 31, although it could be renewed if both Rubio and Arduin wish.” [Palm Beach Post,
3/29/07]
Rubio’s Chief Of Staff Stepped Down To Consider A Run For Office. “Richard Corcoran, the chief of staff to Florida
House Speaker Marco Rubio, resigned Monday and could run for a Citrus County-based Senate seat. Corcoran said he would
open a campaign account within days to run for the Senate seat held by Sen. Nancy Argenziano, R-Dunnellon. She is one of
12 semifinalists for one of two openings on the powerful Public Service Commission, which regulates utilities. Argenziano
would have to resign her Senate seat should Gov. Charlie Crist ultimately appoint her to the PSC, which many around the
Capitol think is likely. Corcoran, a Republican who once lost to Argenziano in a House primary, said he would run for the seat
only if Argenziano steps down. He had been the highest-paid employee in the Florida House, making $175,212 a year.”
[Orlando Sentinel, 3/13/07]

Palm Beach Post Editorial: Rubio Hired Jeb Bush’s Former Budget Director For A $10,000 Per-Month Consulting
Contract. Rubio made room for 18 staffers of the outgoing Gov. Bush. Rep. Rubio explains that because so many legislators
are new, having experienced staff will get those freshmen up to speed quickly. The more likely explanation is that the
governor’s people will indoctrinate new legislators to the Jeb way of thinking. The governor’s former budget director, for
example, just started as a $10,000-per-month consultant. ‘Bold public policy’ is Rep. Rubio’s goal. So far, he’s serving up bold
personal extravagance.” [Editorial Palm Beach Post, 12/14/06]

INCREASED STAFF HAD EXUBERANT SALARIES, RENOVATED OFFICE, AND
SEVERAL WORKED FOR JEB BUSH
Increased Staff With Higher Salaries & Office Renovation
Rubio Increased The Number Of Florida House Staffers, Increased Their Salaries, And Renovated House Offices.
“After promising to ‘redefine the culture of politics in Florida,” state House Speaker Marco Rubio has taken charge like many
of his predecessors: spending tax dollars to remodel his offices and hiring political allies at hefty salaries. Total cost so far: $2.5
million. Rubio announced his list of committee assignments Tuesday, saying it is ‘in keeping with our desire to transform the
Florida House into a laboratory of ideas’ ‘To do that, Rubio authorized spending $550,000 to remodel the House chambers to
accommodate his new committee structure, which allows committees to handle both budget and policy functions. The bulk of
the new spending -- $2 million more than his predecessor -- will pay for salary hikes and 20 additional staffers, 17 of whom
came from Gov. Jeb Bush’s office. Chief of staff Richard Corcoran, who formerly worked for Rubio at the Republican Party
of Florida, who will earn $175,212. That’s $46,000 more than incoming Gov. Charlie Crist, but less than Corcoran’s $192,000
salary at the state GOP. He also makes more than his Senate counterpart, David Coburn, who is paid $170,976 as chief of staff
to Senate President Ken Pruitt. Spokesman Jose Fuentes and deputy chief of staff Chris Nocco, each of whom will earn
$119,484. That is $23,000 more than Bush’s communications director and just $9,500 less than the governor himself. Political
ally Ken Sorensen, the retired airline pilot who was term-limited out of the House, and who will earn $100,000 as ‘new
member liaison’ to show freshmen lawmakers the ropes. Donna Arduin, Bush’s former budget chief, who has been hired on a
$10,000-a month salary to help the House form its tax and budget policy. Rubio’s predecessor, Allan Bense, increased the
number of staffers to 292 from the 286 under his predecessor, Johnnie Byrd. Rubio now has employed 312.” [The Miami
Herald, 12/13/06]


After Criticism, Rubio Trimmed The Salaries Of Some Of His Staff Members, Demoted Communications
Director Who Later Resigned. “Criticized for paying too much in salaries, House Speaker Marco Rubio tightened his
belt Monday, and one of his highest-paid staffers abruptly resigned. Rubio demoted and cut the salary of his
communications director, Jose Fuentes, by nearly $40,000 and hired a veteran replacement at less pay. Hours later,
Fuentes resigned. He cited a desire to move his family back to Miami. His last day is Jan. 31. Rubio had come under fire
for paying Fuentes more than $119,000 a year. That’s more than any other communications expert in state government
and is nearly as much as the pay of some state agency heads responsible for multibillion-dollar budgets. He is paying new
communications director Jill Chamberlin, a former reporter with many years in state government, $105,000. She starts
today. Even after Monday’s belt-tightening, Rubio still pays more than Crist for four high-level jobs: chief of staff, deputy
chief of staff, budget director and appointments director.” [St. Petersburg times, 1/16/07]

In An Op-Ed Rubio Defended His Staff Hiring’s And House Office Remodeling. Rubio: The Dec. 14 editorial What
happened to smaller government? was shamefully unfair. You claimed we unnecessarily increased recurring expenses by
adding expensive political staffers -- and not reducing staff elsewhere. You say that we are handing out six-digit salaries.
Elements of that assertion are false, and your failure to provide context makes it unfair. Of our 312 employees, the House
employs only 24 who make six-figure salaries. Of those 24, 11 were inherited by my administration. Of the 13 we did hire,
eight are lateral transfers who made more than $100,000 at their previous government job. Only one, the House Majority
Office’s staff director, is a “political staffer.” The rest are policy staff. You claimed we made pricey renovations to the House
chambers. We made no changes to the House chamber. Virtually all of construction was to committee suites. The priciest part
of that reconfiguration was creating office space in each committee suite to accommodate the ranking Democratic member.
Your editorial says shame on me for not practicing what I preach. But almost all the measures you criticized are directly related
to practicing what we have been preaching. The real shame is that the editorial provided no background and no context. So
readers have been left with the false impression that we have engaged in a wild spending spree. This is unbecoming of a
publication with the history and the prestige of the Miami Herald. Shame on you.” [Marco Rubio The Miami Herald,
12/28/06]

Tampa Tribune Editorial: Rubio Spent Too Much Money On Staff Salaries And Office Remodeling. “Rubio has gone
on a hiring and spending spree that’s almost impossible to defend - spending $2.5 million on salary hikes, additional staff and
renovations to the House office building in Tallahassee. He has hired 22 new staffers, including 18 from Gov. Jeb Bush’s
team. He’s paying his chief of staff $175,000 - about $40,000 more than Charlie Crist will make as governor. And he has spent
about $600,000 on renovations, including a new private dining room for representatives. Rubio says his hiring and remodeling
decisions were ‘part of a plan to change the way we operate.’ He says his motivation has ‘nothing to do with selfaggrandizement or personal paybacks.’ But that’s not how it looks. It’s true that Rubio’s spending is in line with some of his
predecessors and that a talented staff doesn’t come cheap. But the surge in salaries and personnel hardly sends a signal that
Rubio will contain the growth of government. Instead, it reflects a disappointing sense of entitlement.” [Tampa Tribune,
Editorial, 12/23/06]
The Miami Herald Editorial: Rubio’s “Spending Spree” Was Not Fiscally Responsible; Rubio Spent $2.5 Million In
One Month On The Job As Speaker. “New Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio should have paid more attention the
advice in his book 100 Ideas for Florida’s Future, particularly the warning: “Do not un-necessarily expand the role of
government.” We would add: Do not unnecessarily increase recurring expenses by adding expensive political staffers -- and
not reducing staff elsewhere. Yet that’s exactly what Mr. Rubio has done -- along with pricey renovations to the House
chambers. One month into his new job, he has spent $2.5 million in taxpayer money. Bills passed or crises resolved: zero. Part
of the problem is that Mr. Rubio has sold himself as a new breed of politician, one who is more inclusive, transparent and
interested in innovative ways to improve Florida government. Most of the money -- $2 million in recurring expenses -- will pay
for 22 additional staffers, at least 17 of whom come from Gov. Bush’s office. The House, with 120 members, will now employ
a total of 312 staffers. By comparison, Senate President Ken Pruitt hasn’t added anyone. Mr. Rubio’s predecessor Allan Bense
added six staffers. For six years, Mr. Rubio and Florida’s GOP leaders have been preaching fiscal discipline and smaller
government. They have underfunded education, Medicaid, the Department of Children & Families and other social services.
Now, while Floridians struggle to pay their homeowners’ insurance and property taxes, Mr. Rubio is handing out six-digit
salaries to grow government. Shame on you, Mr. Rubio, for not practicing what you preach.” [Miami Herald, Editorial,
12/14/06]
Palm Beach Post Editorial: Rubio Served “Bold Personal Extravagance” When He Paid Staff High Salaries And
Renovated Offices. “Before Rep. Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, has had a chance to do anything for the people of Florida, he
has done a lot for himself. The 35-year-old speaker, who many in Tallahassee figure aims to be governor, U.S. senator or
more, has spent $1 million on new staff and about $600,000 on what has become a ritual every two years for each new,
supposedly small-government Republican speaker: fancier offices. Rep. Rubio’s chief of staff will make $175,000 a year, the
highest salary of anyone in the Legislature. Rep. Rubio will pay his spokesman almost $120,000, or nearly as much as the
governor makes. Along with his personal staff, Rep. [Palm Beach Post, Editorial, 12/14/06]
Orlando Sentinel Editorial: Rubio’s Spending In First Month As Speaker Indicated That He Had “Delusions Of
Grandeur.” “It looks like free-spending Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio’s book 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future fell
one idea short: How about not pouring taxpayer money down a rat hole? Mr. Rubio, a Miami Republican, embarked on a
spending and hiring spree that’s shocking even by Tallahassee’s low standards. He has added more than 20 positions to the
House staff, and his top aides are making top dollar -- led by his chief of staff, who will be paid an eye-popping $175,000. Mr.
Rubio is also spending $559,000 on renovations, including a private dining room for House members. And we realize that
trying to explain crazy policies like this to the public must require amazing skill and verbal dexterity, but does Mr. Rubio’s
spokesman really deserve to be paid $119,484? That’s $23,000 more than the governor’s spokesperson. Jose Fuentes, Mr.
Rubio’s lucky spokesman, does have an answer. Mr. Fuentes, points out that the speaker’s staff has more than 725 years of
experience. He, himself, is a veteran of Washington. Talent and experience cost money, Mr. Fuentes says, and these new
employees, including Chief of Staff Richard Corcoran, could be earning much more in the private sector. In the introduction
to the book (100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future), Mr. Rubio writes that he and his colleagues ‘embarked on an effort to
connect with the people of our state. We asked them a simple question. If they were in our position, what would they do?’
Surely Mr. Rubio isn’t trying to argue that a private dining room for lawmakers and fat salaries for his staff topped the average
Floridian’s list of priorities for this state.” [Orlando Sentinel, Editorial, 12/13/06]


In An Op-Ed, Rubio Defended Himself Against Orlando Sentinel Editorial That Said He Had A “Delusion Of
Grandeur” When He Renovated Offices And Hired Staff. Rubio: First you state that we spent $559,000 on
renovations, including a private dining room for House members. But you provided no context for this assertion. The vast
majority of this was spent on reconfiguring office space to fit our new committee structure, not cosmetic changes. By far,
the biggest and most expensive change was reconfiguring space so that the Democratic ranking member -- a new position

we created and which is appointed by the minority leader -- could have an office in his or her respective committee suite
close to staff and resources. In the past, Democrats were placed far away from the committee staff and resources. How is
this about any delusion of grandeur? The only change to the speaker’s suite is the removal of a secret spiral staircase that
was often used to sneak people into the speaker’s office instead of using the front door. How is that the result of a
delusion of grandeur? Finally you state that three members of my staff also will make more than the $132,932 salary of the
governor, who leads the nation’s fourth-largest state, but this too requires clarification. We did not hire a public-relations
staff to promote my image. We hired one press secretary. We hired policy people and our construction changes were not
cosmetic; they were practical. It is fair to question whether it was worth the money, but I just don’t see how you can call
my motives into question.” [Orlando Sentinel, Marco Rubio, 12/15/06]
Rubio Stated To Reporters “You’re Treating Me Like O.J. Or Something” When Asked About Staff Salaries And
Capitol Renovations; Republican Party Of Florida Paid For A House Member Retreat That Solicited Contributions
From Lobbyists. “Marco Rubio was joking as a phalanx of TV cameras rushed toward him last week with a bombardment of
questions. ‘You’re treating me like O.J. or something,’ he said with a wan smile. In all, Rubio is paying 24 House employees
more than $100,000 annually, compared with 16 employees under his predecessor, Panama City Republican Allan Bense.
There are 312 full-time employees under Rubio, 20 more than under Bense. And the total paid to House staff in Tallahassee
has risen to about $16.4 million, compared with $15 million under Bense. In a town fueled by gossip, the word of Rubio’s new
salary structure was a juicy topic, especially given Rubio’s promise to limit government spending. Since they were sworn in to
office in mid-November, Republican House members were asked to attend a retreat at Water Color, a resort near Destin. That
was paid for by the Republican Party of Florida, which solicited contributions from lobbyists at the event. And then
lawmakers from both parties had a three-day summit on property insurance last week, though there was little discussed that
was new. Some of the summit was held not at the Capitol but at nearby Florida State University at a cost of $10,000. When
they were in the Capitol, lawmakers could eat in a new dining room that was created as part of a $600,000 remodeling.
[Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 12/11/06]
John Kennedy Op-Ed: Rubio’s Spending Not In Line With His Book 100 Ideas For Florida’s Future. One of only
three rules House Speaker Marco Rubio had for entries included in his book 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future was
that the ideas couldn’t expand the role of state government. But one month into his term, the Miami Republican is catching
heat for expanding his own operation. Consider: Rubio has added more than 20 positions to the House. And some of them
are drawing fat paychecks. For instance, Rubio is paying his press secretary, Jose Fuentes, $119,484 a year. Neither Gov. Jeb
Bush’s communication director nor Senate President Ken Pruitt’s spokeswoman make more than $100,000. Rubio also gave
jobs to a pair of lawmakers who were forced out of office in November by term limits. Ex-Rep. Ken Sorensen, a Republican
from Key Largo, is now a $100,000-a-year senior staff director whose job is to help first-year members learn the ropes. Former
Rep. Ron Greenstein, a Coconut Creek Democrat, got a $25,000 six-month contract to help in a similar role. The highest-paid
person in the House is Rubio’s new chief of staff, Richard Corcoran. Corcoran, who spent the past two years running House
campaigns for the Republican Party of Florida, is getting $175,212 a year. Pruitt’s highest-paid staffer makes about $170,000.
Rubio is spending as much as $559,000 in renovations. The changes include work reconfiguring office layouts in the speaker’s
office, the majority office and elsewhere, and the addition of a new, members-only dining room that has alarmed some opengovernment advocates. And the new speaker spent close to $10,500 last week to hold the first two days of a three-day House
‘conference on property insurance’ at Florida State University’s University Center -- rather than in the state Capitol a few
blocks away. The expenses included meals for attendees and the use of several rooms. [Orlando Sentinel, John Kennedy,
12/10/06]
Ron Littlepage Op-Ed: Rubio Created A Parliamentarian Position That Paid $133,000. “The new speaker of the
House, Marco Rubio, who in the past had appeared to be sensible, has gone wild as well. According to the St. Petersburg Times,
Rubio has hired a press secretary who will be paid $119,484 a year. The Times pointed out that is $23,000 more than Gov. Jeb
Bush’s communications director is paid and only $9,500 less than what the governor makes. The largesse doesn’t stop there,
the Times said. Rubio also has hired a $10,000-a-month financial consultant and created a parliamentarian position that pays
$133,908. Dear reader, please try to calm down. It gets worse. The Palm Beach Post reported this week that Rubio has also
ordered a $550,000 retooling of the House, including a first -- a members-only dining room. You wouldn’t want them to have
to mingle with the masses. The Post also said the salaries for Rubio’s 11 staffers will be almost $1 million. Hoping for a new
day in Tallahassee where the representatives of the common man bring common sense to government? Forget about it.”
[Florida Times-Union, Ron Littlepage, 12/8/06]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio Was An “Imperial” Speaker Because He Hosted A Meeting At A Resort,
Renovated The Capitol Building, and Increased Salaries For Staff. “Rubio the imperial speaker is a throwback who
already is indulging in the excesses of money, cronyism and secrecy. He scheduled meetings of House Republicans at the

pricey WaterColor resort in Santa Rosa Beach, conveniently distant from the capital press corps and any scrutiny. Lobbyists
were solicited to write checks to the state Republican Party to underwrite the cost, a transparent end run around the gift ban
law. Back in the Capitol, Rubio has demonstrated a similar hubris that raises red flags about his judgment. He has gone on a
wild spending spree on renovating offices, throwing around six-figure salaries and creating new jobs. His new spokesman will
earn more than $119,000, some $23,000 more than the governor’s communications director. The governor’s former budget
director will be paid $60,000 as a six-month consultant, even though the House has its own experienced budget staffers.
Rubio’s spokesman says it costs money to bring in top talent, but the search in many cases led no further than departing Gov.
Jeb Bush’s staff. A House speaker who so publicly solicited new ideas isn’t going to get many by surrounding himself with
Bush believers who couldn’t find more lucrative work in the private sector. But Rubio apparently isn’t so concerned about
public perception and access now that he’s in charge. Among the changes in the Capitol is a new dining room for House
members only that will be off-limits to reporters and the rest of the public. No need to mingle with the masses in the Capitol
cafeteria or the restaurants down the street. The private retreat is billed as a way to save time and work harder, but it easily will
become a hideaway to conduct public business. This clubby sense of privilege is part of Washington that should not be
imitated by part-time legislators in Tallahassee. [St. Petersburg Times, Editorial, 12/7/06]
Rubio Defended The Salary Increases Because He Wanted The Florida House To “Host For The Most Vibrant
Competition Of Ideas In The Entire Nation. Rubio: “‘Our goal,’ he wrote, ‘is to make the Florida House the host for the
most vibrant competition of ideas in the entire nation. In order to accomplish this, we felt we had to provide our members
with the most talented and experienced staff possible. Attracting such talent often requires paying salaries competitive with the
private sector.’ Rubio said he added policy positions ‘to ensure our members are never at a dis-advantage’ when considering
options. His spokesman added that some of the new positions are necessary because of the lack of institutional knowledge due
to term limits.” [St. Petersburg Times, 12/6/06]

Jeb Bush Ties
Rubio Hired 18 Former Jeb Bush Staffers To Work For Him In The Speaker’s Office. The News-Press discussed the
legacy of Governor Jeb Bush. “Perhaps most notably, incoming House Speaker Marco Rubio, a West Miami lawyer considered
ideological heir to Bush, has spent big money to hire 22 (Other articles have it as 18, but Rubio hired 22 in total) Bush staffers
to high-profile policy jobs. That has convinced many Rubio plans to run the House as a bastion of Bush-styled conservative
policies in the face of a more moderate Senate and governor. ‘Where you may see a legacy is in Marco Rubio’s office,’ said
Senate Democratic Leader Steve Geller of Hallandale Beach.” [The News-Press., 12/30/06]
Emails Showed Rubio’s Plan To Hire Jeb Bush’s Staff. “E-mails obtained under the public records law show that Bush’s
aides created a $95,000-a-year ‘protect legacy issues’ position within the Department of Education. Other e-mails show a plan
to have House Speaker Marco Rubio hire members of Bush’s staff to work in the House -- a plan that appeared to be taking
effect when Rubio announced recently that a number of Bush’s policy and budget staffers would work for him. ‘I hope that
people that want to stay are given a chance to do so, whether it’s in the legislature or the executive branch,’ Bush said last
week.” [Palm Beach Post, 12/3/06]
After Rubio Was Selected As Speaker-Designate, Jeb Bush Offered Him To Hire People In The Executive Branch
Who Would Eventually Work For Rubio. “Shortly after Rep. Marco Rubio was designated the next speaker of the House of
Representatives, Gov. Jeb Bush said he made the Miami Republican an offer: The governor could hire people in the executive
branch for Rubio who would eventually work for him once he became speaker. Bush said he made the offer just as he has
done to other incoming House speakers and Senate presidents, saying he sees nothing wrong with using executive branch jobs
to train people who will eventually work in the most influential offices in the legislature.” [Palm Beach Post, 1/28/06]

Sold His House To A Lobbyist
Rubio Sold His First Home To The Mother Of Mark Cereceda Who At The Time Was Lobbying Rubio Over A
State Insurance Issue. “Another questionable deal arose in May 2007, when Rubio sold his first home -- the one he
purchased in 2003 for $175,000 and had been renting -- to Nora Cereceda. At the time of the sale, Cereceda’s son -chiropractor Mark Cereceda, who runs a chain of clinics -- was aggressively lobbying Rubio over a state insurance issue. Nora
Cereceda paid $380,000 cash for the house, a $205,000 profit for Rubio at a time when the market had begun to drop. The sale
price was comparable to other sales at the time, but the home value has since dropped nearly in half, to $215,403, according to
the county property appraiser’s website. Shortly after Dr. Cereceda’s mother purchased the home, Rubio removed the House’s

block on the insurance provision and voted for it himself. Governor Crist and the Senate had already come out in favor of the
bill and Rubio was the main holdout. The legislation extended the state mandate that drivers purchase $10,000 worth of
personal injury insurance. Many of Dr. Cereceda’s customers are injured drivers who pay with insurance.” [Sarasota HeraldTribune, 9/20/10]
PolitiFact: Crist’s Claim That Rubio Sold A Home To A Chiropractor Who Been Lobbying Him On Automobile
Insurance Legislation Was Rated As “Barley True.” “Our ruling This is an interesting case study in politics. Let’s start by
stating the obvious. Rubio would have been better off selling his house to someone other than the mother of a chiropractor
who was trying to get him to extend personal injury protection. It seems odd. But, other than perception, there are no obvious
glaring red flags about the sale. He got a good price, it seems, but not an outrageous one based on the comparable sales we
examined. Also, the cash sale doesn’t bother us particularly. This is a retiree who had money from a life insurance policy. As
for Rubio’s position on the PIP laws, he initially said he would let the mandate expire unless fraud reforms were included.
Some were included in the legislation proposed by the Senate, but apparently not enough to sway Rubio. So the session ended
in May 2007 without action, despite the house sale. Rubio and House leaders then worked to include additional fraud
protections and were able to reach a deal more to their liking. Rubio, in fact, called to include PIP legislation during a special
session. The ultimate bill that passed included a few more anti-fraud measures, but seems not to have stopped much fraud,
according to state statistics. We’re not sure why it took five extra months to include the minor changes to the PIP legislation,
or why House leaders didn’t propose the changes during the session. Crist condensed the facts when he said that the
chiropractor lobbying Rubio bought the house. It was the chiropractor’s mother who made the purchase. He also condensed
the timeline and slightly manipulated the chain of events when he said, ‘once he sold the home ... the speaker’s position on the
issue changed.’ We think there’s at least a debate on whether he changed his position at all. Rubio never said he opposed
extending PIP. He said he opposed extending it without proper protections against fraud. A version of the bill proposed
during a 2007 special legislative session emerged that included fraud protections he wanted. We rate the claim Barely True.”
[St. Petersburg Times PolitiFact, 10/20/10]

“Taj Mahal” Courthouse
While He Was Speaker, Rubio Approved The “Taj Mahal” Courthouse, Was Was Heralded For Its Extravagant
Features Such A dome And Flat Screen TVs. “An investigation by the Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission
recognized what lawmakers should have: The campaign for the opulent $50 million courthouse in Tallahassee was conducted
without regard for taxpayers, ethics or common decency. The JQC on Tuesday charged 1st District Court of Appeal Judge
Paul Hawkes with abusing his position in his quest to bulldoze the project through the process. Dubbed the ‘Taj Mahal’
because of its extravagant features, including a dome and flat-screen TVs, the courthouse is a damning monument to the waste
and influence peddling in Tallahassee. It was approved as a late-session deal in 2007, when Marco Rubio was speaker of the
House, but he and almost every other lawmaker involved say they didn’t realize what was being done or believed the building
would simply provide needed courthouse space. But it is unlikely that the project ever would have been approved if Hawkes, a
former Citrus County lawmaker who was appointed to the bench by Gov. Jeb Bush, had not wielded considerable influence
with his former colleagues.” [Tamba Tribune, 5/19/11]
Rubio Was Behind The Construction Of The “Taj Mahul” Courthouse. “But now South has answered. If there is blame
to be laid beyond the judges who spent many hours lobbying lawmakers for the $48 million project, South said in an interview,
it’s at the feet of legislative leaders who chose to toss one last chunk of money - $5.5 million - at the project in 2008. A
meeting on Feb. 28, 2008, included Hawkes, fellow 1st District Court of Appeal Judge Edwin B. Browning Jr., South and key
legislative staffers: David Coburn and Bob Ward, chiefs of staff for Senate President Ken Pruitt and House Speaker Marco
Rubio; and budget staff from the House and Senate. The final push, Hawkes noted, came in a ‘very successful meeting with
Speaker Rubio.’ Hawkes also noted that the court got $981,688 more for a new workers’ compensation unit to be created at
the court.” [St. Petersburg Times, 10/18/10]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio Must Face The “Taj Mahal” Issue. “Marco Rubio has a terrible memory or an
aversion to telling the truth. Neither trait is desirable in a candidate for U.S. Senate. Despite mounting evidence that he was a
driving force behind a ridiculously expensive new courthouse in Tallahassee, the former state House speaker insists he is as
surprised as anyone by this monstrosity. He needs to tell voters what really happened - or perhaps a grand jury will do it for
him. The $48 million courthouse being built for the 1st District Court of Appeal is a monument to the Legislature’s hypocrisy.
While Rubio and his Republican colleagues preached fiscal responsibility in 2007, they quietly approved the money to build
this palace at the behest of some of the judges who will move into it. The Miami Republican is stonewalling by first claiming

ignorance and then blaming others. The ‘Taj Mahal’ courthouse has been under construction for months, but only recent
reporting by the Times’ Lucy Morgan has uncovered how such an indefensible project moved through the Legislature. There
was $7.9 million included in the 2007-08 budget - and a suspicious authorization of a $33.5 million bond issue in an unrelated
bill approved on the last day of the 2007 session. The chances something of this magnitude would be approved without the
House speaker’s endorsement are slim to none. Yet Rubio cannot get his story straight. He first said in August that he didn’t
recall the project. Then his campaign blamed the state Senate, where the bond issue was added to a transportation bill that was
then approved by the House. Then Rubio said he was aware of the project and tried to shift attention to Gov. Charlie Crist,
who signed the budget and the transportation bill into law. Now Crist is running against Rubio as an independent candidate
for U.S. Senate, but Rubio cannot run away from this mess.” [St. Petersburg Times Editorial, 9/24/10]


Emails Circulated Listed Rubio As One Of The Heroes Of The “Taj Mahal” Project; Rubio Told Ray Samson
That He Supported The Project. “In fact, the court’s building committee circulated an e-mail in 2008 that identified
‘heroes’ for their project. It lists Rubio as one of four lawmakers who were “especially helpful.” And fellow Republicans
are in no mood to corroborate Rubio’s excuses. State Sen. Victor Crist of Tampa says he sponsored the amendment for
the bond issue at the direction of Senate President Ken Pruitt. But Pruitt says he did no such thing, and other lawmakers
say the deal would not have been passed without the speaker’s approval. Most revealing: Former Rep. Ray Sansom, who
was Rubio’s appropriations chairman, said Rubio told him several times that he supported the project. Sansom also said
1st DCA Chief Judge Paul Hawkes frequently reminded him the courthouse was a priority for Rubio. This would be the
same Ray Sansom who is charged with grand theft for inserting millions into the same state budget for an airplane hangar
disguised as a community college building. So the 2007 legislative session was a banner year for surprises: $48 million for
an opulent courthouse and $6 million for an airplane hangar. All of this was while Rubio was House speaker, yet he claims
his hands are clean and says he wants to go to Washington to rein in spending. A grand jury indicted Sansom, who has
pleaded not guilty. Now another grand jury will be asked next week whether it wants to examine the courthouse scandal.
It’s worth a look. The outrage may not be that a crime was committed. The outrage may be that it was a legal waste of
public money, and that powerful legislators like Marco Rubio quietly conspired to make it happen. [St. Petersburg Times
Editorial, 9/24/10]

Emails Showed That Rubio Was Listed As A “Hero” And That The “Taj Mahul” Courthouse Expansion Was A
Priority. “Sometimes being a ‘hero’ isn’t all it’s cracked up to be. Take Marco Rubio. Since the story first broke about the
palatial new courthouse being built in Tallahassee, the former House speaker has said it was a Senate priority, and he couldn’t
even remember the money being appropriated to build it. But now the St. Petersburg Times has obtained an e-mail circulated
among the judges on the courthouse building committee that identifies the ‘heroes’ in delivering the money to build it. Recent
news stories told how money to build the ‘Taj Mahal’ courthouse was slipped through as an amendment to an unrelated, 142page transportation bill on the last day of the 2007 legislative session. Lawmakers were quick to condemn the over-the-top
features and the legislative process that funded them, which is why lawmakers who generally can’t get enough of being treated
as heroes want no part of the ‘heroes’ e-mail. More than just listing heroes, the e-mail named a select list of those ‘especially
helpful’ in getting the funding, including Rubio and Sen. Victor Crist, R-Tampa. Dated April 29, 2008, the e-mail exchanged by
judges on the building committee and court staffers encouraged them to personally thank those who helped secure the
funding. It listed seven House members, five senators, three lobbyists, six Senate and 10 House staffers, and then-Florida State
University president T.K. Wetherell. Rubio, now a candidate for the U.S. Senate, has repeatedly said the courthouse was a
Senate project and the House knew nothing about the architectural plans. He said it was part of the last-minute House and
Senate give and take. Rubio’s appropriations chairman, former Rep. Ray Sansom, remembers it differently. In a recent
interview, Sansom said $7.9 million included in the 2007-08 budget for courthouse ‘expansion’ was a Rubio priority. He said
Rubio confirmed his support for the project several times between November 2006 and the end of the 2007 session. He said
1st DCA Chief Judge Paul Hawkes frequently visited Sansom’s office to remind him the project was a priority of Rubio’s. As
was Sansom’s practice whenever someone said he had the speaker’s backing, Sansom said he went to Rubio to make sure. ‘I
asked, and Speaker Rubio said yes, it was a priority and important to FSU to get a new building, too,’ Sansom said, adding that
nobody from the Senate contacted him about wanting money for the courthouse.” [St. Petersburg Times, 9/23/10]
Rubio Denied Responsibility In The Building Of The “Taj Mahal” Courthouse, Blamed The State Senate. “Marco
Rubio, who was state House speaker when the so-called “Taj Mahal” courthouse in Tallahassee was put in the state budget,
denies responsibility for it. Rubio said Wednesday the proposal for the building, criticized as too luxurious in a time of severe
budget constraints, originated in the Senate, not the House he controlled, and that it wasn’t the Legislature’s job to scrutinize
building plans. In an interview with the Tampa Tribune editorial board, the U.S. Senate candidate said the project ‘emerged
from the Senate.’” [Tampa Tribune, 9/16/10]

State Senator Charles Dean Said That Two Judges Received Help From Rubio’s Chief Of Staff And General Counsel
To Receive Funding For The “Taj Mahal” Courthouse. “Lucy Morgan’s story today on the appeals court controversy
notes that state Sen. Charlie Dean had rejected a request by the district’s chief judge, Paul Hawkes, and fellow Judge Brad
Thomas (both former legislative staffers) to fund the construction of a new 1st District Court of Appeal as court budgets were
being cut: Dean said Hawkes and Thomas indicated they would go around him to get the funding they needed. ‘He (Hawkes)
just looked at me and grinned and said, ‘I got friends,’” Dean said. Dean said the two judges had help from Richard Corcoran,
then chief of staff for House Speaker Marco Rubio, and from Hawkes’ son Jeremiah, who was general counsel for Rubio. In
final budget negotiations that year, Dean said the decision about money for the courthouse was bumped up to thenAppropriations Chairman Ray Sansom and Rubio. The final budget included $7.9 million to begin planning and construction.
‘The next thing I knew, they were going to build a building.’ Dean said. He said he didn’t know about the last-minute bond
issue amendment until he read about it this month in the St. Petersburg Times.” [St. Petersburg Times, 8/31/10]

Connection To Jim Greer
The Jim Greer Trial Which Rubio And Others In The Florida GOP Were Entangled In Begins July 30. “The Jim
Greer trial is going to be a doozy. The former Florida GOP chair goes to trial on fraud charges July 30 in Orlando – just a
month before the Republican National Convention comes to Tampa. And there’s every sign it will be a messy affair… The
prospect of the state party’s dirty laundry being aired as the nation’s attention turns to Florida – not to mention its possible
splash on Rubio – won’t help state or national party leaders sleep any better in the run-up to the convention. Already, Florida
Democrats have signaled they’ll work overtime to publicize the potential mess. Two weeks ago, in a press release memo
attacking Rubio, the state Democratic Party listed the ‘upcoming pesky Jim Greer trial’ as number 7 on their list of ‘why we
hope Republicans place Rubio on the GOP ticket this fall.’” [Politico, Charlie Mahtesian, 5/17/12]
Former State Party Chairman Jim Greer’s 2012 Corruption Trial Could Reveal Further Details Of Rubio’s RPOF
Spending. According to the Miami Herald, “When former Florida Republican Party Chairman Jim Greer goes on trial next
year on charges of fraud and money laundering, plenty of prominent politicians might squirm as the inner workings of the
party are exposed… Current and former state legislators, including U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, could see their free-wheeling
spending of state party money put back on display.” [Miami Herald, 12/20/11]
Jim Stelling, Republican Party Of Florida’s Rules Chairman Stated That Rubio’s Supporters Attempted To Oust
Paty Chairman Jim Greer In Order To Enhance His 2010 Senate Bid “If you haven’t read former Seminole County GOP
Chairman Jim Stelling’s full-frontal assault on the critics of state Republican Chairman Jim Greer, you need to. The state
party’s rules chairman -- and longtime associate of Greer’s, who is from Oviedo -- says Greer’s critics are disaffected Marco
Rubio supporters attempting to take over the party to help his U.S. Senate primary against Gov. Charlie Crist, and that they
have done serious harm to the GOP’s chances next year of holding the Governor’s Mansion and other statewide offices. Here
are excerpts of the missive sent to Florida GOP executive committee members: ‘As of late, Chairman Jim Greer has become
the victim of the most vicious smear campaign I have seen in my 25+ years on this board. It needs to stop right now. Please
join me in calling for an end to the divisive tactics that could tear the Republican Party of Florida apart. If not, our candidates
will suffer at the ballot box in 2010 and the people of Florida will suffer for decades to come. I will say what nobody else has
publicly said yet: this is a coordinated attack on the chairman from the supporters of the Marco Rubio for US Senate campaign
because they believe Jim’s friendship with Governor Crist creates too much of an advantage for the Crist campaign.’ [Orlando
Sentinel, 12/25/09]
Rubio Said That He Didn’t Spend A Lot Of Time About Florida GOP Jim Greer’s Public Support Of Crist During
The Senate Race. “‘I’d like him to give me a shot. I think I’m a Republican. I’ve been serving this party as a volunteer since
1991,almost my entire adult life,’ Republican Senate candidate Marco Rubio said of the state party leader’s efforts to throw all
party support behind Charlie Crist. ‘I’d like for them to give me a shot, but if he doesn’t that’s fine. At the end of the day we
don’t spend a lot of time thinking about it.’ And more on this controversy, here’s a an excerpt of an e-mail that Broward GOP
activist Ana Gomez-Mallada sent urging her county chairman, Charles LaMarca to have the REC condemn Greer’s actions:
Invoking such a rule against a former Speaker of the Florida House, without more, is a heavy-handed attempt at dictatorship.
It is an un-American and unworthy usurpation of the right of the people to elect its leaders, and it will not be tolerated. One is
left to wonder why Governor Charlie Crist condones it, being The People s Governor . Endorsing one Republican over
another always leads to lingering resentments of the kind that can cost parties and individuals elections. I trust that under your
leadership, the Broward County Republican Executive Committee will refrain from the fratricidal sycophancy that let Broward

to endorse one Republican over another in the past. We now know how that turned out.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz
Blog, 5/16/09]
RPOF “Audit” Focused On Crist and Greer, Not Rubio. “Gov. Charlie Crist on Friday was drawn into the ongoing
financial scandal with the Republican Party of Florida after the party released an audit that says that the party spent thousands
on the cost of trips to New York City and Walt Disney World that included Crist, his wife and her family. The party audit
covers three years worth of spending while Mr. Crist’s handpicked chairman Jim Greer was in charge and depicts a pattern of
lavish spending on everything from electronics to trips to London with little oversight or control. Auditors concluded that
nearly $500,000 was spent that probably had little to do with official Republican Party business. But what was also notable is
that the audit said little about other elected officials - including Marco Rubio - and their use of credit cards during that same
time… A party spokesman said Friday that auditors did not look at any of the expenses that Mr. Rubio himself directly paid.”
[The New York Times, 9/18/10]
Jim Greer Praised Rubio As The 2008 Session Began. “The Florida Republican Party issued the following news release:
Republican Party of Florida Chairman Jim Greer tonight released the following statement regarding Governor Charlie Crist’s
State of the State Address and also commented on remarks made earlier in the day by Senate President Ken Pruitt and House
Speaker Marco Rubio. ‘Earlier today, House Speaker Marco Rubio and Senate President Ken Pruitt each gave inspiring
speeches, encouraging their members to work hard this session to achieve meaningful results for the people of Florida.
Floridians are truly fortunate to be represented in the Florida Legislature by these outstanding public servants, and I am
confident, together with Governor Crist, Floridians will continue to benefit from Republican leadership during the 2008
Legislative Session and beyond.’” [Targeted News Service, 3/4/08]

Relationship With David Rivera
Weekly Standard: David Rivera Had The Potential To Be A Major Problem For Rubio. According to the Weekly
Standard, “There is another, potentially much bigger problem, however—one that could affect Rubio’s prospects for a spot on
the ticket in 2012. His name is David Rivera. Rivera and Rubio are longtime political allies and close friends. They rose
together in the world of Cuban-American politics in south Florida. They labored together on political campaigns, worked
together in the Florida House of Representatives, and even bought a house and lived together in Tallahassee, the state’s
capital, during legislative sessions from 2005 until 2008…The public list of Rivera’s questionable activities is long and almost
certainly incomplete. The FBI and IRS are both reportedly investigating Rivera. Last month, Miami-Dade state attorney
Katherine Fernandez Rundle ended an 18-month investigation without charging Rivera with any crime. Her office issued a
‘Close-out Memorandum’ to explain the findings of the investigation, conducted jointly with the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement. Rivera and his allies have called the memo an exoneration. It is no such thing. In fact, the 16-page document is a
devastating indictment of Rivera—in the figurative, if not the literal, sense—and a plea for further examination of Rivera’s
conduct. The Florida investigation focused on two areas: the payments Rivera and his family received for lobbying work he
performed for gambling interests while serving as a member of the Florida legislature and his alleged personal use of campaign
funds.” [Weekly Standard, 5/14/12]
Some Analysts Believe That Rubio’s Close Friendship With Embattled Congressman David Rivera Was Too Much
Of A Liability. “Rivera is the very controversial Florida U.S. House member who remains under FBI and IRS investigation
for a series of campaign finance irregularities that led Miami-Dade prosecutors to conclude recently that the Sunshine State
Republican ‘essentially live[d] off’ donations from campaign contributors for the better part of a decade. (Those prosecutors
did not bring criminal charges against Rivera — though it’s worth reading the full 16-page memo on their findings here.) ‘I
think until David is federally cleared on any wrongdoing, it is damn near a [disqualifier]...we continually hear that though the
state authorities took a pass, they did so knowing others would not,” said one senior Republican operative in Florida. “Marco
is his friend, and he is loyal, but it comes to a point when stakes are so high and margins so close that it would be the
difference between being invited to the ticket or not.’ On Monday, Rubio was asked about Rivera by Fox News Channel’s Bret
Baier and here’s what he said: ‘He’s a friend. I mean, he’s a friend I’ve known on a personal level even before I was elected or
he was elected to office. So look, I know he’s going through a tough time. And we’ve all read the press reports and none of us
like to see that about anybody, much less a friend. And he’s going to have to deal with those issues.”’ [Washington Post, The
Fix, 5/1/12]
ABC News: Rubio Would Never Break Ties With David Rivera. According to ABC News,. “Featured prominently in the
non-partisan ‘Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington’ 2011 ‘Most Corrupt’ list, Rivera has been ‘under

investigation by at least five different law enforcement agencies for a range of violations,’ including payments he allegedly
received in connection with the successful campaign (led, at times, by his mother’s consulting firm) to legalize slot machines at
horse and dog-racing tracks… The alleged dog track shenanigans cap off a decade of sometimes odd brushes with the law. On
Sept. 6, 2002, the Florida Highway Patrol recorded an incident in which a car driven by Rivera ran a truck carrying flyers
authored by a political opponent off the road, forcing it to the shoulder. The delay kept the potentially damaging mailers on
board from arriving at the post office before a 6 p.m. deadline… When pressed for specific details about the timeline of events
surrounding a threatened foreclosure on — and eventual decision to sell — a home he and Rubio bought together in
Tallahassee during their time in the statehouse, Rivera said, ‘You’ll have to ask Marco.’ Faced with that, a spokesman for
Rubio wrote: “The issue over the home mortgage payments has been really well documented. There was confusion over the
payments, and Sen. Rubio paid the bank as soon as he became aware of the issue’ The reality is a bit more complicated. Rivera
said the bank ‘was overcharging us,’ so he and Rubio decided to withhold payment until the dispute was settled. But it was
only after Deutsche Bank filed suit and threatened to foreclose that Rubio delivered a check to the mortgage company’s
lawyers. Later on they tried and failed to sell the home. ‘The real estate market is still really struggling there,’ Rivera said. The
property is now being rented.” [ABC News, 4/18/12]


The Miami-Dade State’s Attorney Office Decided Not To Charge Rubio’s Close Friend Congressman David
Rivera, Was Still Being Investigated By The IRS. According to the Miami Herald, “U.S. Rep. David Rivera will not
face criminal charges following an 18-month investigation of his personal and campaign finances by the Miami-Dade State
Attorney’s Office and the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, according to sources close to the probe. Although
records released late Monday show FDLE last year suspected Rivera of ‘possible criminal and ethical violations,’ ranging
from campaign fraud to falsifying financial disclosure forms, prosecutors have concluded that they cannot charge the
Miami congressman with any crimes because of ambiguities in the state’s campaign finance laws and a shortened statute of
limitations that barred prosecution for expenses more than two years old. Prosecutors also concluded that Rivera did not
break any laws by raising hundreds of thousands of dollars in secret donations to a campaign for an obscure post within
the state Republican Party. The state attorney’s office is expected to issue a memo formally closing the investigation in
coming days… The state attorney’s office also investigated the $510,000 payment from the Flagler Dog Track — renamed
the Magic City Casino — that is now the focus of the IRS investigation.” [The Miami Herald, 4/17/12]

Rubio Hosted A Fundraiser For Embattled Congressman David Rivera. According to Politico, “On May 16, Rubio is
holding an evening fundraiser for Rivera at the posh Capitol Hill restaurant Bistro Bis, where invitees can pony up between
$500 and $2,500 to attend, according to a copy of an invitation. In the interview, Rubio called Rivera a longtime ally and
hardworking congressman who has been attentive to his district in the Miami area…Democrats view Rivera as one of the
most vulnerable Republicans in the country, pointing to reported investigations by the Justice Department, Internal Revenue
Service and Florida Department of Law Enforcement over his personal and campaign finances dating back to 2006. The
allegations center on his role in a campaign to approve a 2008 ballot referendum promoting slot machines in the state. At the
heart of the matter are Rivera’s ties to a contract awarded to the marketing firm of his mother, Daisy Magarino, by a dog track
operator to build support for the gambling referendum.” [Politico, 4/9/12]
Esther Nuhfer Who Was Part Of Congressman Rivera’s Campaign Finances Controversy, Donated $2,400 To
Rubio. “Freshman Rep. David Rivera (R-Fla.), who has recently come under fire for questionable campaign expenditures,
declared himself this week to be ‘most transparent member of Congress.’ Such declarations have not stemmed the debate
swirling over his personal and campaign finances. The controversy centers on $817,000 spent on a political consultant, Esther
Nuhfer, since the 2006 election cycle. Nuhfer works for Communications Solutions, Inc. in Miami. The company received
more than $196,000 from Rivera’s campaign between September and October of 2010 alone, according to research by the
Center for Responsive Politics. Notably, Nuhfer herself has given contributions directly to Rivera. A Center for Responsive
Politics analysis indicates she gave $4,400 to Rivera during 2010. She also donated $2,400 to Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), who
was elected in November, and $1,325 to the U.S.-Cuba Democracy PAC.” [Capital Eye Blog, 3/1/11]
Congressman David Rivera’s Fundraising Consultant Esther Nuhfer Who Collected $817,000 In Fees Since 2006
Worked For Rubio. Records indicate that Tallahassee Lobbyist Esther Nuhfer worked for Rubio’s campaign in 2010 Nuhfer
is the spotlight due to Congressman Daniel Rivera ethical issues. “It was Nuhfer who faxed the notice of Rivera’s candidacy to
the state Division of Elections on Feb. 25 and sent out the press release. Nuhfer received another $192,000 in fees for
organizing radio and television advertising for Rivera’s congressional campaign, records show. Nuhfer also worked on Rubio’s
U.S. Senate campaign last year, records show.” [The Miami Herald, 2/19/11]
Rubio Did Not Comment On Congressman David Rivera’s Growing Ethical Problem. Rubio said “On friend David
Rivera’s growing problems. ‘I’m aware of the issue that’s out there but when something like that is happening, it’s always

appropriate not to just comment on it and let it play itself through. ... I have confidence in the process, our judicial process.’”
[St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 1/26/11]
Rubio Did Not Want To Speculate On David Rivera’s Ethical Problem, But Did Say He Supported Him. In his preswearing in interview, Rubio “was asked about the troubles facing his friend, new Rep. David Rivera. ‘I don’t know anything
more than what I read in the press accounts and I really don’t want to speculate on it. No one wants to read that stuff, but like
I said, that will work its way through.’ He said he still supported Rivera.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 1/5/11]
Joe Garcia Claimed That A Former Rubio Aide, Evan Power, Tried To Break Federal Law To Help David Rivera.
“A 19-year-old Florida State University student says a Republican lobbyist conned him into sending mailers attacking
Democratic congressional candidate Joe Garcia. The fliers, which try to tie Garcia to the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, were
sent by a political group recently formed by student Matthew Slider. But Slider said he never saw the fliers featuring Garcias
picture over a Cuban flag with the universal no symbol over it. Slider had declined to comment on the mailer last week when a
story first appeared in The Miami Herald. Then, over the weekend, he sent out a sworn statement saying he had been tricked
by Tallahassee lobbyist Evan J. Power into believing he was helping the campaign of Luis Meurice, a lesser-known Democrat
also running for the seat being vacated by Republican U.S. Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart. Certainly this makes me look like an idiot,
Slider said, adding that he felt badly that mailers with racist overtones were sent out under his name. Slider also sent The
Herald a screenshot of the political action committees bank account, showing a balance of $100 not enough to fund the
mailers. Power was fired from his job at Gomez Barker and Associates Monday after the lobbyist’s boss, Fausto Gomez,
learned about Powers involvement with the mailers. Slider said he now believes the mailers were designed to help the
campaign of state Rep. David Rivera, the leading Republican in the race. Power is a former staffer for Republican U.S. Senate
candidate Marco Rubio, a close friend and ally of Rivera’s. The Garcia campaign blasted the Rubio-Rivera axis Wednesday,
and the campaign even alleged that there may be criminality at work: This makes David Rivera supporter Evan Power an
accomplice in a serious federal crime, since the mail piece was directly funded using private dollars and circumvented the
organization that’s listed in the mail pieces paid for disclaimer.” [The Miami Herald via Reid Blog, 7/28/10]
Rubio Cited His Father’s Illness As the Reason For Canceling An Interview On Univision That Would Have
Discussed Arizona’s Illegal Immigration Law And His Relationship With David Rivera. “Citing his fathers illness,
Republican Senate candidate Marco Rubio postponed a highly anticipated appearance today on Univision’s popular WQBA1140 AM show from 4 to 5 p.m. hosted by Roberto Rodriguez Tejera. Rubio was slated to face questions from a panel of
respected journalists, including Bernadette Pardo, Helen Aguirre Ferre, and Manny Garcia of The Miami Heralds sister
publication, El Nuevo. Tejera said he planned to ask Rubio about the new Arizona crackdown on illegal immigration and
about his friend David Rivera’s relationship to a businessman who facilitates trade with Cuba.” [The Miami Herald via The
Reid Blog, 7/8/10]

ABORTION AND FAMILY PLANNING
Affordable Care Act
Rubio Co-Sponsored The Protect Life Act. Rubio co-sponsored an Orrin Hatch (R-UT) bill that would ensure abortions
would not be covered under the Affordable Care Act: “A large group of Senators, including Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), Ranking
Member of the Senate Finance Committee, Tom Coburn (R-Okla.), Roy Blunt (R-Mo.), Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) and Kelly
Ayotte (R-N.H.), today introduced legislation, the Protect Life Act (S. 877), that would codify longstanding policy preventing
taxpayer funding of abortion and apply it to the partisan health law. “While we will continue the important work of fighting to
repeal ObamaCare, Senator Hatch’s bill is a common sense piece of legislation that clearly states that no taxpayer money
should be used to fund abortion as part of the new health care law,” said Rubio. [Targeted News Service, 5/4/11]

Parental Notification
Rubio Attended Americans United For Life Gala, Co-Sponsored A Bill That Would Enforce States To Respect Each
Other’s Parental Notification Laws. “Some big names in Florida’s social conservative circles are planning to appear at
Americans United for Life’s 40th Anniversary gala in November. Among those listed to attend the event in Washington, D.C.,
are Sen. Marco Rubio and Reps. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Cliff Sterns, Jeff Miller and Allen West (all Republicans). Rubio and
Ros-Lehtinen introduced a piece of legislation in the Senate and House, respectively, that would require each state to uphold
other states’ parental notification before abortion laws. Critics of the legislation have called the legislation unnecessary and
‘hopelessly complicated.’” [The Florida Independent, 8/16/11]


Rubio Supported The Florida Family Policy Council’s “Ignite Enduring Cultural Transformation” Campaign;
Campaign Sought To Stop Gay Marriage, Curtail Abortion Rights, And Ban Transgender Bathrooms. “Rubio in
particular has associated with anti-abortion groups since campaigning for his current seat in the U.S. Senate. Rubio
appeared at a policy awards dinner for the Florida Family Policy Council, and threw his support behind the group’s “Ignite
an Enduring Cultural Transformation” campaign. ‘Ignite’ aims to raise large amounts of cash for “groups [that] intend to
pass anti-gay marriage amendments, curtail abortion rights and, in at least one case, ban ‘transgender bathrooms,’” The
American Independent reported.” [The Florida Independent, 8/16/11]

Rubio Attended Anti-Abortion Gala; Introduced Anti-Abortion Bill That Required Other States To Uphold Other
States’ Parental Notification Laws. “Some big names in Florida’s social conservative circles are planning to appear at
Americans United for Life’s 40th Anniversary gala in November. Among those listed to attend the event in Washington, D.C.,
are Sen. Marco Rubio and Reps. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Cliff Sterns, Jeff Miller and Allen West (all Republicans). Rubio and
Ros-Lehtinen introduced a piece of legislation in the Senate and House, respectively, that would require each state to uphold
other states’ parental notification before abortion laws. Critics of the legislation have called the legislation unnecessary and
‘hopelessly complicated.’ Rubio in particular has associated with anti-abortion groups since campaigning for his current seat in
the U.S. Senate. Rubio appeared at a policy awards dinner for the Florida Family Policy Council, and threw his support behind
the group’s ‘Ignite an Enduring Cultural Transformation’ campaign. ‘Ignite’ ‘aims to raise large amounts of cash for ‘groups
[that] intend to pass anti-gay marriage amendments, curtail abortion rights and, in at least one case, ban transgender
bathrooms.’” [The Florida Independent, 8/15/11]
Rubio-Sponsored Abortion Bill Would Prohibit Transporting A Minor Across State Lines To Circumvent Parental
Notification Laws. Along with Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Marco Rubio sponsored The Child Interstate Abortion
Notification Act. “CIANA [The Child Interstate Abortion Notification Act] “makes it a federal offense to transport a minor
across state lines to circumvent that state’s abortion parental notification laws.” Rubio’s office says the legislation will “ensure
[that] state laws are enforced regardless of where an abortion may be performed…Ted Miller, director of communications for
NARAL Pro-Choice America, tells The Florida Independent that the bill “is a government-run-amok legislative jumble that does
nothing to either prevent unintended pregnancies or strengthen troubled families. It is a complex set of inflexible bureaucratic
mandates on families that are already under stress.’” [The Florida Independent, 7/6/11]



Rubio-Sponsored Parental Notification Law Supported By National Right To Life Committee. “The anti-abortion
National Right to Life Committee last week spoke out in support of a new abortion bill filed by Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla.,
and Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, R-Miami. The bill, which was recently introduced in the U.S. House and Senate, would
mandate states to uphold another state’s parental notification before abortion laws. The Right to Life Committee said the
bill is needed because abortion providers are allowing minors to cross state borders to evade laws in their home state.
‘This federal bill that Senator Marco Rubio [R-Florida] has introduced would establish a requirement that abortionists
notify the parents in such cases,’[NRLC Federal Legislative Direct Douglas] Johnson explains. ‘That’s to say an
abortionist, when presented with a girl who is a resident of another state, would have to notify the parent back in the
home state before proceeding with the abortion – and there would be a waiting period involved as well.’” [The Florida
Independent, 7/11/11]

Rubio Introduced And Spoke On A Floor About His Bill That Would Prohibit Minors From Crossing State Lines
For Abortions In Order To Circumvent State Law Requirements Parental Notification; Also Known As The Child
Interstate Abortion Notification Act. “Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, it is an honor to stand alongside Senator HATCH today
as we introduce the Child Interstate Abortion Notification Act. This bill, which would help States enforce laws requiring that
parents be notified before their child has an abortion, is supported by many pro-life groups and organizations. But perhaps
most importantly, it is supported by a broad majority of parents, who are in a much better position to help children with tough
decisions than virtually anyone else. Many States require that a parent be notified before a minor has an abortion, while even
more require the consent of a parent before a physician can legally perform an abortion. Unfortunately, these laws are
undermined and circumvented by those simply willing to travel to a State without these restrictions. This important legislation
would put an end to this practice permanently by simply enabling States to enforce their existing laws, which are designed to
protect our children and defend parents’ rights. While this legislation serves that goal, it also promotes a culture of life in our
nation that is critical to ensuring we continue to cherish and defend the self-evident, fundamental right to life, especially as it
applies to the unborn. Specifically, this bill has two parts: First, it prohibits the act of knowingly taking a minor across State
lines with the intent of obtaining an abortion if this action evades the parental involvement law in her home State. Second, it
would require abortion providers to notify a parent of an out-of-State minor before performing an abortion. Sadly, many are
willing to circumvent State law and shuttle young girls across State lines in order to avoid parental notification laws. With the
help of my Senate colleagues, we will put a stop to this and ensure that parents are aware of profound medical operations
involving their children. With that thought in mind, I ask you to support this legislation to help keep parents informed.”
[Marco Rubio CR Article 84, 6/21/11]
Rubio Sponsored The Child Interstate Abortion Notification Act Which Would Make It Illegal For A minor To
Cross State lines To Seek AN Abortion Without Parental “Involvement.” According to CRS, Rubio’s bill would make it
harder for minors seeking abortions across stateliness. It would require parental “involvement” meaning consent or
notification. CRS: “Amends the federal criminal code to prohibit transporting a minor child across a state line to obtain an
abortion (deems such transporting to be a de facto abridgment of the right of a parent under any law in the minor’s state of
residence that requires parental involvement in the minor’s abortion decision). Makes an exception for an abortion necessary
to save the life of the minor.” The Florida Independent noted that Rubio Co-introduced the bill with Senator Orrin Hatch
[CRS, 6/21/11; The Florida Independent, 6/21/11]
Rubio Voted For Parental Notice of Abortions. On May 6, 2005, Rubio voted for a bill that requires parents be notified if
a minor daughter seeks an abortion. According to the Associated Press, “The bill applies to girls under 18 who aren’t married
and don’t already have children. Doctors would be required to notify a parent in person or by phone 48 hours before
performing an abortion or, if that’s not possible, by certified mail 72 hours before performing an abortion. Girls could go to a
trial judge and seek a waiver of the notice requirement; judges could grant a waiver based on a girl’s maturity or because she
has been a victim of abuse by her parents or if telling the parents is not in the girl’s best interest.” [HB 1659 – Termination of
Pregnancies; Associated Press State and Local Wire, 5/6/05]
Rubio Voted To Advance Parental Notification Of Abortion As A Ballot Issue. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted to
approve a ballot measure requiring parental notification for abortions performed on a minor. According to the Associated
Press, “In the waning hours of the legislative session, the state House approved a ballot measure late Friday that would require
parental notification when girls seek abortions. […] Lawmakers want to change the state constitution because last summer the
Florida Supreme Court ruled that a 1999 parental notice law violated the privacy rights of girls. The ballot measure would
create an exception to that privacy right. The measure includes a requirement that any future law would have to include a
‘judicial bypass’ to let girls who are victims of incest seek a waiver of the law from a judge.” [HJR 1 – Parental Notification of
Abortion on a Minor; Associated Press, 5/1/04]

Roe V. Wade
Rubio Called Roe V. Wade “Tragic.” In a statement supporting the annual March For Life, “This year’s march was
energized by the mid-term elections, which brought a conservative Republican majority to the U.S. House. While thousands
demonstrated and most members of Congress remained silent on the issue, Rubio issued a statement taking an unequivocal
anti-abortion stance. On this day, we remember the tragic Roe v. Wade decision, whereby the Supreme Court determined that
equal protection and equal rights do not apply to the unborn, Rubio said. As Florida’s senator, I will continue to be a voice for
not only winning hearts and minds on life issues but also to support pro-life policies, such as a prohibition on taxpayer-funded
abortions. I also pledge to support well-qualified judicial nominees who will interpret the laws of our land, not establish new
policy from the bench as the Supreme Court did in Roe v. Wade 38 years ago.” [Sun Sentinel, 1/24/11]
PolitiFact: Rubio’s Statement That Crist’s Veto Of An Abortion Bill In Florida Cleared “The Way For Taxpayer
Funding Of Abortion In Florida,” Was Ruled False. “While legislators for weeks focused on the issue of ultrasounds for
women seeking an abortion, the law also would have prohibited women who get government subsidies for health insurance
from purchasing insurance policies that cover abortions. When Gov. Charlie Crist vetoed the bill, former Florida House
Speaker and Republican U.S. Senate candidate Marco Rubio promptly released a statement that ‘Gov. Crist’s veto also clears
the way for taxpayer funding of abortion in Florida.’ The statement, however, is based on a misleading assumption about the
national health care law. The final language signed into law, crafted by abortion opponent Sen. Ben Nelson, D-Neb., will allow
insurance companies in the exchange to offer abortion services, even to people who get federal subsidies. But Nelson’s
provision specifically prohibits the use of federal dollars to fund abortions, except in the case of rape, incest or when the
mother’s life is in peril. Rather, insurance companies would be required to pay for abortion services from a segregated pool of
money funded through patient premiums. Essentially, people who select plans that cover abortions would have to pay at least
$1 a month of their premiums into a separate account. Any abortion services provided by the insurer would have to be drawn
from that segregated account. Before signing off on the abortion language in the national health care bill, Rep. Bart Stupak, DMich, persuaded President Barack Obama to issue an executive order providing a way to ensure two checks go to insurers
every month, so that abortion dollars and federal dollars are not commingled. And Stupak, who up until that point had been
the champion of the abortion foes’ position, declared, ‘There will be no public funding for abortion in this legislation.’ We
agree. That was the case before Crist vetoed the Florida bill. And it’s true after. Abortion foes argue the federal rules are little
more than an accounting trick, that if federal subsidies go to someone who chooses a plan that covers abortion, it’s the same
as taxpayer-funded abortion. But we think it’s misleading to call it tax-payer-funded abortion when the law requires abortions
be paid solely through a portion of the premiums (not tax dollars) paid by people who choose a plan that covers abortions. We
rule Rubio’s statement False.” [PolitiFact St. Petersburg Times, 6/15/10]

State Oversight
Rubio Voted To Impose Stricter Oversight On Clinics That Perform Abortions. On May 5, 2005, Rubio voted for a bill
that “would impose stricter state oversight on abortion clinics that perform second-trimester abortions. The legislation spells
out an array of regulations for clinics, from rules about sterilizing equipment and training of employees to requirements about
post-abortion care. The actual rules would be written by the state Agency for Health Care Administration,” according to the
Associated Press. [HB 1041 – Women’s Health Care; Associated Press State and Local Wire, 5/5/05]

Stem Cell Research
Rubio Opposed State Funding For Embryonic Stem Cell Research. “Gov. Charlie Crist on Wednesday proposed
spending $20 million to spur stem-cell research in Florida but rejected funding for controversial research that involves
destroying human embryos. But Democratic leaders quickly criticized Crist for blocking funding of expanded embryonic stemcell research, which supporters say carries the most potential for curing diseases. They said Crist expressed support during last
year’s gubernatorial campaign for embryonic stem-cell research. But Senate Minority Leader Steve Geller, D-Cooper City, said
Crist saw an ‘easy way out” of the politically volatile issue. ‘That (embryonic research) is what works,’ said Geller, who has
proposed a bill that includes funding for the embryonic technique. “That’s what we know works.’ But George LeMieux, Crist’s
chief of staff, denied the governor had retreated from his campaign position. LeMieux said Crist indicated during the
campaign that he wanted to be sensitive to the issue of destroying embryos. Crist, however, also acknowledged it would be

difficult to get lawmakers to approve funding for embryonic stem-cell research. House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-Coral Gables,
said he and some other lawmakers had ‘great consternation’ about the issue. ‘I oppose state funding of embryonic stem-cell
research,’ said Rubio, who has wide-ranging power to block legislation.” [News-Journal, 2/1/07]

Ultrasound
Rubio Supported The Florida Family Policy Council’s Ignite Plan Which Mandated That A Women View An
Ultrasound Before Having An Abortion. According to the Florida Independent,”Stemberger’s [Florida Family Policy
Council] influential group has received big-name endorsements, including one from Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., who ‘loaned his
name to the Florida Family Policy Council’s Ignite plan, which calls for spending $300,000 to mandate that women view an
ultrasound before having an abortion and to ‘defeat the radical homosexual agenda.’ Rubio is quoted in the group’s campaign
brochure touting its success. ‘FFPC’s successes in education, legislation and accountability have made them an indispensable
asset in promoting and defending traditional values,’ Rubio said, according to the Policy Council. Birkey reported that the
group has ‘averaged revenues of $384,000 over the last three years.’” [The Florida Independent, 12/20/11]

AGRICULTURE AND ANIMAL WELFARE
Citrus
Rubio Was “Not Yet On Board” For $30 Million In Citrus Research. “Sen. Bill Nelson said he will reintroduce legislation
that would provide up to $30 million a year over the next five years for citrus research, particularly targeted at battling the
deadly citrus greening disease. Not yet on board is Marco Rubio, Florida’s other U.S. Senator. Sparks and Story visited
Washington last week and talked to Rubio and his staff but got no commitments. A Nelson staffer confirmed Rubio has not
signaled his support or opposition. I was very encouraged, Sparks said after a brief exchange with Rubio. He understands the
legislation. We hear he can be supportive. I believe he will be very supportive once he studies the legislation.” [States News
Service, 2/23/11]
Rubio Supported An Effort For The Department Of Agriculture To Declare A Disaster Declaration In Florida After
Severe Weather Conditions. “U.S. Senator Marco Rubio joined Florida’s Congressional delegation in an effort led by U.S.
Rep. Tom Rooney (FL-16) to support the state’s request for a disaster declaration from the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(U.S.D.A.) following the severe weather conditions of the past several months. ‘We hope you will expedite Florida’s request
for a disaster declaration so our agriculture community can begin the long road to recovery from the devastating weather
conditions,’ members of the delegation wrote to U.S.D.A. Secretary Tom Vilsack. ‘This past December was one of the coldest
in Florida’s history with consecutive days of sustained hours of temperatures below freezing. The extreme weather caused
significant crop loss and damage across our state.’” [States News Service, 1/13/11]
Rubio Voted Against Allowing Judges To Issue Warrants For Entire Counties In Connection to The Spread of
Citrus Canker. On March 13, 2002, Rubio voted against a bill providing grounds for issuance of search warrants relating to
the spread of citrus canker. It authorizes the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to obtain a search warrant for
an area in size up to and including the full extent of the county in which the search warrant is issued. According to the SunSentinel, “State legislators made their decision in the bitter fight over citrus canker legislation Thursday, sending the governor
a bill that gives state agriculture officials power to resume the destruction of citrus trees in South Florida. After an exhaustive
debate on the rights of property owners vs. the value of protecting a key industry, the Florida House approved the measure on
an 89-26 vote, with opposition coming mainly from South Florida representatives whose districts are Ground Zero in the war
against canker. The bill, which cleared the Senate earlier in the week, would authorize judges to issue search warrants for entire
counties, allowing Department of Agriculture workers to go onto private property in search of citrus trees, ending a legal
dispute over whether the department had that authority. Advocates defended the measure (SB 1926) as necessary to protect
Florida’s $9.1 billion citrus industry, which employs thousands of Floridians in jobs ranging from fertilizer truck operators to
juice company executives. But many South Florida representatives characterized the bill as a dangerous step in giving
government excessive access to private property.” [Sun-Sentinel, 3/15/02; SB 1926 - Relating to Citrus Canker; Florida Senate
Staff Analysis, 2/8/02]

Dog Racing
Rubio Voted For Overturning Punishments For The Use Of Drugs On Racing Animals. On April 10, 2008, Rubio
voted for the bill that repeals provisions for certain moneys to be used for research relating to medication of racing animals.
Current law specifies that the racing of an animal with any drug, medication, stimulant, depressant, hypnotic, narcotic, local
anesthetic, or drug-masking agent is prohibited. [HB 5055 – Racing Animal Medication Research; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/3/06]
Rubio Voted Against A Bill That Would Promote Greyhound Adoption. On May 3, 2001, Rubio voted against a bill that
would requires greyhound-racing permit holders to provide information at each dog racing facility about the adoption of a
greyhound. The bill also requires the racing program to contain information about adoption. The bill would also allow permit
holders to hold a “Greyhound Adopt-A-Pet Day” and use the profits to fund activities promoting adoption. According to the
Miami Herald, “The proposal also would allow tracks to hold an annual charity racing day, in which the day’s tax revenues
earmarked for the state would instead be given to an adoption program. Statewide, that could send about $250,000 into such
programs each year, Senate staff say. ‘Nationally, 25,000 to 30,000 racing greyhounds are destroyed [annually] when they retire,

often inhumanely,’ Wasserman Schultz said. Wasserman Schultz’s figures for the number of dogs put down every year provided by National Greyhound Adoption Program founder David Wolf - are disputed by the racing industry, which say they
are greatly exaggerated. However, both racetracks and dog trainers support her bill. ‘The adoption bill is fine - it is what is
already being done in most responsible tracks in the state,’ said Jack Cory, a lobbyist for the Florida Greyhound Association, a
group of owners, breeders, and kennel operators.” [Miami Herald, 4/3/01; S1692 – Relating to Greyhound Adoptions; Florida
Senate Staff Analysis, 4/5/01]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Encouraging Greyhound Adoption And Boosting Winnings In Track Card Rooms. On
March 12, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of a bill that would encourage greyhound adoption and expand gambling in track card
rooms. The bill requires that the racing program contain adoption information and identify greyhounds in a race that will
become available for adoption. The permit holder is authorized to hold an additional charity day, designated as ‘Greyhound
Adopt-A-Pet Day,’ and use the profits from the charity day to fund activities promoting greyhound adoptions. The bill
eliminates the $10 pot limit and replaces it with a $2 bet limit with a maximum of three raises per round of betting. The bill
increases the hours of operation by allowing a card room to begin operations two hours before any pari-mutuel event begins
and to continue business until 2:00 a.m. the following day. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “The House passed a bill
Tuesday to encourage adoption of retired racing greyhounds. But the same legislation (CS SB 160) also boosts the potential
winnings in card rooms at the tracks and at jai alai frontons, where players can play poker and other card games for a fee.
Tracks also could run cardrooms more. The bill, sponsored by Rep. Ken Gottlieb, D-Hollywood, passed 86-26. It goes to
Gov. Jeb Bush, who has been openly against expanding gambling.” [Orlando Sentinel, 3/13/02; SB 0160 - Relating to the
Debbie Wasserman Schultz Act of 2002; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 2/13/01]

Pesticides
Rubio Believed It Was The Government’s Job To Regulate Pesticides. On Pesticide poisoning on migrant workers,
“The incoming speaker of the House, Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, says he also is aware of the issue. ‘When you talk about
work conditions in agriculture, the one that worries people the most is the pesticides,’ Rubio said. He sees a possibility that the
legislature would move to tighten the state’s oversight. ‘How pesticides are used and approved for use, it is government’s job
to regulate that kind of thing,’ Rubio said.” [Palm Beach Post, 12/25/05]
Rubio Voted for a $375,000 Fee per Phosphogypsum Stack On Fertilize Plants. On May 2, 2001 Rubio voted for a bill
that would impose a fee, of $375,000 per phosphogypsum stack, on owners of fertilizer plants. That revenue would be paid
into a fund used to clean up and resolve stacks owned by failed companies. According to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune,
“Without debate, the Senate agreed to the bill imposing a $ 375,000 fee for each new and active ‘gyp’ stack operated by a
phosphate company. The fees would be paid in $ 75,000 installments over five years. […]When the Mulberry Corp. went
bankrupt, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection had to step in
to take control of the plants. If they hadn’t, the abrupt shutdown of the plants could have caused a catastrophic leak from the
gyp stacks. Phosphogypsum is a radioactive material leftover when phosphate is processed into fertilizer. The material is piled
into huge mounds, known as stacks. Rainfall percolating through the stacks has to be constantly recirculated from the bottom
to the top to prevent it from seeping underground into water supplies. Once the mining is done, the stacks have to be lined
and covered before the recirculating system is shut down; otherwise, the water would overflow. The gyp stack fee would give
the DEP an emergency fund to tap if it faces a future crisis similar to the Mulberry Corp. situation. DEP officials said last
month it would take a total of about $ 19 million to keep the Mulberry gyp stacks under control until they can be closed next
year. The gyp stack fees will be combined with revenue derived from some of the taxes collected on mined phosphate ore to
create a $ 50 million clean-up fund. ‘It’s extremely expensive,’ Laurent said of the clean-up costs. ‘If in the future we have a
situation like this, we’ll have a pot of money to handle it.’ “ [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 5/1/01; S1376 – Relating to
Phosphogypsum; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/10/01]

Farm Workers
Rubio Voted For Migrant Farmworkers Protections. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that directs the
Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) to establish a best practices program for farm labor contractors.
In addition, the bill creates the Florida Agricultural Worker Safety Act to be administered by the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services. The act’s purpose is to ensure farm workers receive protection from exposure to agricultural

pesticides and would increase state revenues by $180,000 for FY 2004-2005. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “the bill is
designed to strengthen protections for hundreds of thousands of migrant farmworkers harvesting crops in Florida. As many as
300,000 seasonal workers harvest crops in Florida, helping fuel the state’s $60 billion agriculture industry.” [Orlando Sentinel,
5/1/04; HB 1307; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/31/04]
Rubio Said That Migrant Workers On Florida Farms Should Be “Treated Fairly.” Rubio supported a Democratic
sponsored bill, HB 1327, that would allow migrant workers to sue growers in state court when they are failed to be paid
minimum wage. “‘My heart goes out to the workers in this industry. Like a lot of my constituents, they come over to this
country and work hard and try to get ahead and they should be treated fairly,’ Rubio said. “Having said that, most of the
growers are very good in Florida’ Rubio said it is too early to say whether his boss, House Speaker Johnnie Byrd, R-Plant City,
will make the issue a priority in a session already rocked by debates over a $4 billion budget shortfall, lowering class size and
skyrocketing medical liability insurance.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/13/03]
Rubio Supported A Farmer Working Rights Bill. “A bill filed by Sen. Lesley Miller Jr., D-Tampa, would prohibit
deducting fees from farmworker wages for the use of tools, transportation to work sites and housing. It has passed all its
committee assignments and is waiting to be heard by the full Senate. Its companion bill in the House, sponsored by Rep.
Frank Peterman Jr., D-St. Petersburg, is having a tougher time. It passed the House Agriculture Committee -- its biggest
obstacle last year -- but has been stalled in the Business Regulations Committee for close to a month. Peterman said talks with
the committee chairman, Rep. Bruce Kyle, R-Fort Myers, have been fruitless. Kyle said the committee is backed up with
numerous bills and will try its best to get the farmworkers bill on the docket. ‘I don’t know what the holdup is, but we will find
another avenue to get this passed if we have to,’ Peterman said. ‘This is an issue that will be heard.’ Peterman and other
proponents have enlisted Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, and Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Coral Gables, to help get the bill
moving. Peterman hopes the support of Republicans, particularly Rubio, who is the majority whip, will move the bill onto the
House floor.” [Sun-Sentinel, 3/1/02]

FDA And Food Safety
Rubio Voted Against Allowing Importation of Lower-Cost Prescription Drugs from Canada. On May 24, 2012, Rubio
voted against a McCain, R-Ariz., amendment that would allow the importation by individuals of drugs from approved
Canadian online pharmacies. It would require the Health and Human Services secretary to publish on the Food and Drug
Administration website a list of approved Canadian pharmacies, including their website addresses. According to Congressional
Quarterly Today, “Another amendment, from Arizona Republican John McCain and Ohio Democrat Sherrod Brown, would
allow the importation of lower-cost prescription drugs from Canada. Similar proposals have gained bipartisan support in the
past, but never enough to be adopted. The pharmaceutical industry strongly opposes the idea, saying it could lead to an
increase in counterfeit drugs. It successfully lobbied to keep a similar amendment from being added to the 2010 health care
law (PL 111-148, PL 111-152). But senators from both parties, particularly those from border states, and advocates for
patients support opening access to cheaper drugs. Harkin, who has supported similar proposals, is concerned that the McCain
amendment would become a poison pill to the underlying bill.” The underlying legislation would grant a five-year
reauthorization of the Food and Drug Administration’s user fees programs, which help fund reviews of prescription drugs and
medical devices. [Roll Call 108, S 3187, 05/24/2012; Congressional Quarterly Today, 5/23/12]
Rubio Voted Against Requiring Analysis on the Effects of Genetically Engineered Salmon on the Economy and
Environment. On May 24, 2012, Rubio voted against a Murkowski, R-Alaska, amendment that would require the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to analyze the effects of genetically engineered salmon on the economy and the
environment before the Food and Drug Administration could declare the salmon fit for human consumption. The underlying
legislation would grant a five-year reauthorization of the Food and Drug Administration’s user fees programs, which help fund
reviews of prescription drugs and medical devices. [Roll Call 106, S 3187, 05/24/2012]
Rubio Voted Against Amendment that Aims to Get Cheap, Generic Drugs on the Market Faster by Making “Pay for
Delay” Deals Less Attractive. On May 24, 2012, Rubio voted against a Bingaman, D-N.M., amendment that would allow
companies that produce generic drugs to share some of the 180-day marketing exclusivity period given to the original generic
patent holder if that holder enters into a delay agreement. According to Congressional Quarterly Today, “One is a proposal by
New Mexico Democrat Jeff Bingaman that aims to get cheap, generic drugs to the market faster by making ‘pay for delay’
deals less attractive. Under such deals, the manufacturers of brand-name drugs pay competitors to wait to introduce generic
versions to the market. Bingaman’s amendment would allow companies that produce generic drugs to share some of the 180-

day marketing exclusivity period given to the original generic patent holder if that holder enters into a delay deal.” The
underlying legislation would grant a five-year reauthorization of the Food and Drug Administration’s user fees programs,
which help fund reviews of prescription drugs and medical devices. [Roll Call 105, S 3187, 05/24/2012; Congressional
Quarterly Today, 5/23/12]

Tobacco
Rubio Voted To Close A Program To Buy Tobacco Production Equipment. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill
that repeals would end a program that was established to purchase farming equipment used for the production of tobacco
between April 1 and October 1, 2000, from persons or entities that signed a letter of intent to halt tobacco production. In the
course of developing a comprehensive approach for the protection of the substantial settlement proceeds from the state’s
tobacco litigation, this program was enacted to assist tobacco farmers in reducing their encumbered debt on stranded
investment in equipment no longer used for tobacco production. The sum of $2.5 million was provided from the Tobacco
Settlement Clearing Trust Fund so that the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services could purchase agricultural
equipment used by tobacco farmers or tobacco-producing companies that intended to cease production of tobacco. The
Department of Management Services would in turn resell the equipment to anyone other than a person or company who
produces tobacco or who holds a quota to produce tobacco in this state, and would deposit the proceeds in the General
Inspection Trust Fund of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. The program was limited to the purchase of
equipment in use for production of tobacco between April 1 and October 1, 2000, and its purpose has therefore essentially
expired. There is currently deposited in the General Inspection Trust Fund the sum of $1,105,425 attributable to this program.
The bill directs that this amount be reverted and deposited in the General Revenue Fund. [HB 1879 – State Purchase of
Agricultural Equipment; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/26/04]

Subsidies
Rubio Voted to Prohibit Direct Payments to Farmers Who Earn More than $1 Million. On October 21, 2011, Rubio
voted for a Coburn, R-Okla., amendment that would prohibit direct payments to farmers who have an adjusted gross income
of more than $1 million. The underlying legislation would provide about $128 billion in discretionary funds for the
Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, Justice, Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and for science programs
and other related programs in fiscal 2012. [Roll Call 183, H 2112, 10/21/2011]
Rubio’s Amendment To SAMDT.738 To The Bill HR 2112, An Agriculture Appropriations Bill, Stated That All
Reports, Written Requests, And Other Communications Should Be Posted On The Website Of The Submitting
Agency Except If It Compromises National Security Or Contains Proprietary Information. This amendment would
mandate agencies seeking funds from an agriculture bill to publish said reports on their website except in the event of national
security of if the document contains proprietary information. According to the congressional record, “SA 895. Mr. RUBIO
submitted an amendment intended to be proposed to amendment SA 738 proposed by Mr. Inouye to the bill H.R. 2112,
making appropriations for Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies programs
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: At the
end of the amendment, insert the following: Sec. __X. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act and except as
provided in subsection (b), any report required to be submitted by a Federal agency or department to the Committee on
Appropriations of either the Senate or the House of Representatives in this Act shall be posted on the public website of that
agency upon receipt by the committee. (b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a report if-- (1) the public posting of the report
compromises national security; or (2) the report contains proprietary information.” [CR S6786, 10/19/11]
Rubio’s Amendment To SAMDT.738 To The Bill HR 2112, An Agriculture Appropriations Bill, Stated That All
Reports, Written Requests, And Other Communications Should Be Posted On The Website Of The Submitting
Agency. This amendment would mandate agencies seeking funds from an agriculture bill to publish said reports on their
website. According to the congressional record, “SA 825. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 738 proposed by Mr. Inouye to the bill H.R. 2112, making appropriations for Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies programs for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: On page 209, between lines 2 and 3, insert the following: Sec. 542.
All reports, written requests, and other communications required to be submitted to the Committee on Appropriations of the

Senate and the Committee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives under this Act shall be simultaneously posted
in a prominent place on the website of the submitting agency.” [CR S6684, 10/18/11]

Warrants
Rubio Voted To Create Agriculture Search Warrants. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that creates a special
type of search warrant called an “agriculture warrant.” According to the Palm Beach Post, the bill strengthens “agriculture
workers’ power to destroy canker-infected trees in homeowners’ yards. The bill […] would allow Department of Agriculture
employees to serve search warrants that are good for 60 days, up from the 10 days allowed in current law. The bill also would
limit local governments’ control on removing or destroying trees. Homeowners would continue to be subject to second-degree
misdemeanor charges if they refuse properly served warrants.” [Palm Beach Post, 4/23/04; SB 2484 - Citrus Canker; Florida
Senate Staff Analysis, 4/2/04]
Rubio Voted Against Allowing Judges To Issue Warrants For Entire Counties In Connection to The Spread of
Citrus Canker. On March 13, 2002, Rubio voted against a bill providing grounds for issuance of search warrants relating to
the spread of citrus canker. It authorizes the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to obtain a search warrant for
an area in size up to and including the full extent of the county in which the search warrant is issued. According to the SunSentinel, “State legislators made their decision in the bitter fight over citrus canker legislation Thursday, sending the governor
a bill that gives state agriculture officials power to resume the destruction of citrus trees in South Florida. After an exhaustive
debate on the rights of property owners vs. the value of protecting a key industry, the Florida House approved the measure on
an 89-26 vote, with opposition coming mainly from South Florida representatives whose districts are Ground Zero in the war
against canker. The bill, which cleared the Senate earlier in the week, would authorize judges to issue search warrants for entire
counties, allowing Department of Agriculture workers to go onto private property in search of citrus trees, ending a legal
dispute over whether the department had that authority. Advocates defended the measure (SB 1926) as necessary to protect
Florida’s $9.1 billion citrus industry, which employs thousands of Floridians in jobs ranging from fertilizer truck operators to
juice company executives. But many South Florida representatives characterized the bill as a dangerous step in giving
government excessive access to private property.” [Sun-Sentinel, 3/15/02; SB 1926 - Relating to Citrus Canker; Florida Senate
Staff Analysis, 2/8/02]

Reform
Rubio Voted For Wide-Ranging Agriculture Bill. On May 2, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that made several agricultural
changes including revises to registration requirements for brands of pesticide distributed or sold in state and updates
references for purposes of provisions governing sale of bottled water & operation of bottled water plants. According to the
Miami Herald, “the House passed a wide-ranging agriculture bill that includes a prohibition on new local laws banning
fireworks, despite the objections of some lawmakers who said it infringes on the authority of local governments [...] The bill
which passed 87-19, contains a number of other changes requested by the Department of Agriculture, from revisions to
pesticide laws to updating and making technical changes to permitting rules for milk and bottled water plants. But it was the
fireworks provision that drew opposition. That section of the bill would allow local communities that have fireworks
ordinances to keep them in place, but would prevent new local laws until after the state has time to study the statewide
fireworks law. The study is also required by the bill. [Miami Herald, 4/25/07; CS/CS/CS/SB 1372 Agriculture & Consumer
Services [RPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/16/07]

BANKING AND FINANCE
Banks
Rubio Voted Against Reauthorizing the Export-Import Bank. On May 15, 2012, Rubio voted against passage of the bill
that would reauthorize through Sept. 30, 2014 the charter for the U.S. Export-Import Bank. It would incrementally increase to
$140 billion, from $100 billion, the cap on outstanding loans, guarantees and insurance that the bank is authorized to have at
any given time. According to Buffalo News, “The bill would reauthorize the Export-Import Bank of the United States through
Sept. 30, 2014. A supporter, Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., said the bank ‘gives American corporations, large and small, a fighting
chance to build the products here in America and sell them overseas, creating jobs right here at home.’ An opponent, Sen.
Mike Lee, R-Utah, said the bank enabled ‘corporate welfare that distorts the market and feeds crony capitalism,’ breeding
‘undue favoritism from government bureaucrats who control where the money goes.’” [Roll Call 96, H 2072, 05/15/2012;
Buffalo News, 5/20/12]

CARD SWIPE
Rubio Voted To Back Big Banks Against Small Businesses In Swipe Fee Vote. On June 8, 2011, Rubio voted for an
amendment that would delay swipe card fee legislation for at least a year. The amendment would delay provisions from DoddFrank financial reform bill that allowed the Federal Reserve Board to decrease transaction fees retailers pay when consumers
use debit cards. Banks earned $15 billion each year from swipe fees and retailers argue that the unfair fees hurt their bottom
line. “The Fed has proposed slashing the charge per transaction to 12 cents from an average of 44 cents but has not issued a
final rule.” The amendment “would require bank regulators to study the impact of the Durbin regulation on consumers and
community banks and credit unions for six months. It requires regulators to issue a rule implementing new swipe fee rates six
months later but gives them power to include a wider range of costs which could let banks charge more than the Fed is
currently proposing.” [Roll Call 86, S 782, 06/08/2011; Politico 6/8/11; National Journal, 6/8/11]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio Was Wrong To Support The Delay Of Lowering Fees That Banks Charge
Retailers For Debit Card Transactions. “Democratic Sen. Bill Nelson and Republican Sen. Marco Rubio voted this week to
delay lowering the fees that banks charge retailers every time a debit card is used. There is no justification for such stalling, and
fortunately Nelson and Rubio were on the losing side of the Senate vote. As part of the Dodd-Frank financial reform bill
passed last year, the Federal Reserve was directed to issue rules cutting the excessive processing or ‘swipe’ fees that merchants
are charged by Visa, MasterCard and issuing banks for each debit card transaction to something that is ‘reasonable and
proportional.’ The Federal Reserve’s proposal, set to take effect in July, would reduce swipe fees from an average of 44 cents
per transaction to 7 to 12 cents. Small banks with less than $10 billion in assets are exempt from the new limits. This will
become even more important as issues such as the structure of the new Consumer Financial Protection Bureau and the
strength of regulations on derivatives are debated. Nelson and Rubio should stand with federal regulators and Florida
consumers, not the financial industry.” [St. Petersburg Times Editorial, 6/11/11]

Opposed New Regulations in Wake of Financial Collapse
Nurses Protested In Front Of Rubio’s Offices, Demanded His Support Of A “Wall Street Tax Bill.,” Rubio Is
“Generally Opposed To More Taxes.” “Three other Florida rallies took place Thursday in Sarasota, Fort Lauderdale and
Seminole. Joining representatives from the nurses union, which has 170,000 members, were supporters from other workers
unions and community groups. The activists are seeking a 1 percent tax on every transaction done on Wall Street, which would
be used to help fund schools, create jobs and improve health care. Rubio, a Republican, ‘is generally opposed to more taxes,’
Reid told the group’s representatives. ‘However, he is in favor of tax reform, which he thinks will result in a flatter, fairer tax.’
The aim of the simultaneous rallies was to get at least one legislator to write the Wall Street tax bill, said Patnode, adding that
it’s not a new idea. Several European countries already have a financial transaction tax.” [Orlando Sentinel, 9/2/11]

BUDGET
Balanced Budget Amendment
Rubio Voted Against Democratic Balanced Budget Amendment. In 2011, Rubio voted against a constitutional
amendment to require a federal balanced budget starting five years after ratification of the amendment. According to the
Associated Press, “The vote for the Democratic measure, sponsored by Sen. Mark Udall, D-Col., was more lopsided, with only
20 Democrats and one Republican, Dean Heller of Nevada, voting for it . . . Udall’s approach differed from Hatch’s in that it
had no caps on spending, did not require a supermajority to raise taxes, prohibited Social Security funds from being used to
balance the rest of the budget and barred millionaires from getting tax cuts unless the budget was in surplus. Both provided
for waivers in times of war and national emergencies.” [Roll Call 228, S 24, 12/14/2011; Associated Press, 12/14/11]
On The Floor, Rubio Spoke In Favor Of A Federal Balanced Budget Amendment. Rubio, “Madam President,
Washington politicians do not live by the same rules that virtually all families and small businesses play by. It is your
responsibility to balance your budget, spend no more than what is in your bank account, and have a plan to manage common
expenses such as student, home, and car loans. But in Washington, money is routinely borrowed from Peter to pay Paul, or in
America’s case, money is borrowed from China and others to pay for more government than we could ever afford. As a result,
politicians have dug us into a hole of $15 trillion in debt, with no end in sight. Now more than ever, we need a balanced
budget amendment to the U.S. Constitution. In Florida’s State government, we worked under a balanced budget amendment,
and every year we worked tirelessly, had contentious debates, and made very tough choices to pass a balanced budget year
after year. That responsibility and accountability is not unique to Florida, as practically every other State also works under a
balanced budget amendment. We need to bring this same kind of fiscal restraint to Washington. And unless we enshrine
strong balanced budget principles in our Constitution, Washington politicians will never stop. That is why it is critically
important that the Senate approve a strong balanced budget amendment.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 104, 12/14/11]
Rubio Op-Ed: Support The Balance Budget Amendment. Marco Rubio wrote, “In Florida’s state government, we
worked under a balanced budget amendment. And every year, we worked tirelessly, had contentious debates and made very
tough choices to pass a balanced budget year after year. That responsibility and accountability is not unique to Florida, as
practically every other state also works under a balanced budget amendment. We need to bring this same kind of fiscal
restraint to Washington. And unless we enshrine strong balanced budget principles in our Constitution, Washington politicians
will never stop. That’s why it’s critically important that the Senate approve a strong balanced budget amendment this week.
The national debt is now over $15 trillion. When I was sworn into office about a year ago, the debt was just over $14 trillion.
That means that, in just one year, Congress has allowed our debt to increase by more than $1 trillion. Virtually nothing could
stop it from happening, despite the fact that 2011 has given us a startling glimpse into our future as European nations face
their day of reckoning for decades of reckless spending. This year’s debt ceiling debate gave us an opportunity to get serious
about controlling our debt and reform the way Washington spends money. But not enough people have been willing to come
to grips with the reality that decades of reckless spending, by both parties, are leading us to a diminished future. As the Senate
debates a balanced budget amendment this week, it’s important to note that not all balanced budget amendment proposals are
created equal. The version that I have joined all 47 of my Senate Republican colleagues in supporting includes three elements I
believe are key to truly handcuffing out-of-control politicians: a two-thirds supermajority to raise taxes, a three-fifths
supermajority to increase the debt limit and a cap on all federal spending at 18 percent of gross domestic product. The
proposal put forth by Senator Mark Udall (D-CO) contains no cap on spending, no taxpayer protections and no strict
mechanisms to ensure that the amendment is actually followed. Unfortunately, if ratified, this proposal would simply be
another ineffective, disingenuous Washington move that would make it easier to raise taxes and still allow for more spending.”
[Marco Rubio, Townhall.com, 12/13/11]
Rubio Pushed For A Balanced Budget Amendment. A statement from Rubio’s office read: “Washingtons massive
spending and fiscal mismanagement has gone on long enough, and it is time for a balanced budget amendment to be
enshrined in our constitution, Rubio said. Our unsustainable debt and ever-rising deficits are not victimless prac-ticesthey
cause uncertainty that is actively killing jobs and threatening to leave future generations stuck with the bill. A balanced budget
amendment would end this harmful practice and finally bring accountability to the budget-making process. With a $14.3
trillion debt, Americans understand that Washington must end its addiction to tax, borrow and spend. We can no longer
afford it, and we owe it to the next generation of Americans to make this right.” [State News Services, 6/29/11]

Rubio Co-Sponsored A Balance Budget Constitutional Amendment; Read The First Time “By Mr. McCONNELL
(for himself… Mr. Rubio…): S.J. Res. 23. A joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States
relative to balancing the budget; read the first time.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 131, 6/29/11]
Rubio Was Adamant In His Support For A Balanced Budget Amendment, Incorporating Tax Reform, Cuts To
Discretionary Spending, And Entitlement Reform. “Freshman Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., told “Fox News Sunday” the
Obama administration wasn’t responding to the spiraling national debt and Republicans are adamant about incorporating tax
reform, cuts to discretionary spending, a balanced budget amendment and entitlement reform. Rubio said the political
wrangling that could shut down government late Friday was based on short-term patches, such as extending the country’s debt
limit. ‘If all we do is go in there in three, four weeks or in a couple of months and extend the debt limit again and do nothing
else, the world’s going to look at us and say America and its political leadership is not serious about dealing with this incredible
issue and the fact that their government continues to spend money it doesn’t have.’” [UPI, 4/3/11]
Rubio Voted For A Balance Budget Amendment. “Today, U.S. Senator Marco Rubio voted for Senator Mike Lees (R-UT)
amendment to force the Senate to go on the record that Congress should pass a balanced budget requirement. While today’s
amendment failed to reach the 60 vote threshold, Senator Rubio said he would continue to work to pass an amendment to the
Constitution requiring a balanced budget. In the Florida House of Representatives, we had to make the tough choices to cut
spending where necessary because it was required by a balanced budget amendment. By no means was this an easy process,
but it was our duty as elected officials to be accountable to our constituents and to future generations of Floridians. In
Washington, a balanced budget amendment is not just a fiscally-responsible proposal, it’s a necessary step to bring to an end
the decades-long legacy of out-of-control spending by both parties.” [States News Services, 3/2/11]
Rubio Voted To Support Constitutional Amendment Requiring Balanced Budget, Causing Devastating Cuts. On
March 2, 2011, Rubio voted for an amendment that would express support for a Constitutional amendment requiring the
federal government to balance its budget. Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Chairman of the Judiciary Committee and sponsor of
the patent reform legislation, said that “the immediate result of a balanced budget amendment would be devastating cuts in
education, homeland security, public safety, health care and research, transportation and other vital services. Any cuts made to
accommodate a mandated balanced budget would fall most heavily on domestic discretionary programs, but ultimately, there
would be no way to achieve a balanced budget without cuts in Social Security and other entitlement programs as well. A
balanced budget amendment would likely disproportionately affect unemployed and low-income Americans.” [Roll Call 30, S
23, 03/02/2011]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Balance Budget Constitutional Amendment. “By Mr. LEE (for himself… Mr. Rubio…): S.J.
Res. 5. A joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States requiring that the Federal budget
be balanced; to the Committee on the Judiciary.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 120, 2/3/11]
Rubio Laid Out His Plan To Cut Federal Spending That Included Allowing Tax Payers To Designate Ten Percent
Of Their Tax Bill To Lower the Debt, Freezing For One Year The Pay Of Civilian Contractors, Banning Federal
Earmarks, And A Balanced Budget Amendment. “Republican U.S. Senate contender Marco Rubio rolled out a dozen
proposals to reduce federal spending Monday, becoming the latest Florida GOP candidate to call for shrinking government
and cutting the size of its work force. Among Rubio’s ideas is one backed by Arizona Sen. John McCain, who last month
introduced federal legislation that would allow taxpayers to designate 10 percent of their tax bill toward lowering the $13
trillion national debt. Rubio calls for cutting the size of the federal work force and freezing for one year the pay of civilian
contractors. In other parts of his plan, Rubio called for cutting the budgets of the Obama White House and Democratic-run
Congress by 10 percent, banning federal earmarks, and passing a constitutional amendment requiring Congress to approve a
balanced budget. He would give the president line-item veto power and also sunset government programs every 10 years, an
approach similar to the reviews Florida government requires for many programs and agencies.” [Orlando Sentinel, 7/27/10]

“Cut Cap And Balance”
Rubio Voted to Advance GOP “Cut, Cap & Balance” Plan. On July 22, 2011, Rubio voted against tabling the Housepassed “Cut, Cap and Balance” legislation. The legislation would allow the government to raise the debt ceiling, but only after
big and immediate spending cuts, a cap on future spending and adoption of a constitutional amendment requiring a balanced
federal budget. The plan would cap federal spending at 18 percent of the previous year’s gross domestic product, which marks
the first time the federal budget has been under that mark in more than four decades. According to the Center on Budget and

Policy Priorities, the cap would “lock in cuts over the next ten years at least as severe as those in the Ryan budget plan that the
House passed in April” which, according to Brian Beutler of Talking Points Memo, is a “formula for slashing spending at an
epic clip, and, invariably, for devastating key safety net programs like Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid”. Norman
Ornstein, a resident scholar at the conservative American Enterprise Institute, called the [constitutional] amendment “the
most irresponsible action imaginable” because the amendment “would virtually ensure that an economic downturn would end
up as a deep depression, by erasing any real ability of the government to pursue countercyclical fiscal policies and in fact
demanding the opposite, at the worst possible time.” [Roll Call 116, H 2560, 07/22/2011; Center On Budget and Policy
Priorities, 7/16/11; CNN Money, 3/29/11; Talking Points Memo, 7/18/11]
Rubio Supported “Cut, Cap, And Balance,” On the Senate floor, Rubio stated: Or maybe you do believe we need to cut,
cap and balance, but you don’t like the way this bill cuts spending, caps spending and balances spending. Fine. Offer your
version of Cut, Cap and Balance. Let’s proceed to this bill. Let’s get on this bill that the House has passed and if you don’t like
it, change it. You’ve got the votes here to do it. If you’ve got a better, bring this bill up and amend it. Put your ideas on it.”
[Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 7/21/11]
On The Floor, Rubio Spoke In Favor Of Cut, Cap, And Balance, And Challenged Democrats To Come Up With
Ideas Of Their Own. Rubio: “I would submit if you do not like cut, cap, and balance, if you do not think we need to cut
spending, cap spending, and balance our budget, then show us your alternative. Or maybe you do believe we do need to cut,
cap, and balance, but you do not like the way this bill cuts spending, caps spending, and balances spending. Fine. Offer your
version of cut, cap, and balance. Let’s proceed to this bill. Let’s get on this bill the House has passed. If you do not like it,
change it. You have got the votes here to do it. If you have got a better idea, bring this bill up and amend it and put your ideas
on it. But how could you ask for compromise? How could you scold Republicans in the House for refusing to compromise if
you do not have a plan of your own? How can a person compromise if they don’t have any ideas of their own? It is not a fair
thing to say. So I urge the leadership of the Senate and the President of the United States to offer their ideas on paper--put
their ideas on paper and offer them so we can begin to work on this concept of compromise they have offered. We cannot
compromise and negotiate with people who will not offer a plan. Why don’t we vote to proceed to cut, cap, and balance-proceed to this bill so we can debate it and they can offer their ideas on this bill. This is the perfect opportunity to do it. Stop
negotiating in the media and through press conferences and start doing it on the Senate floor, which is what the people sent us
to do. I hope that is what will happen.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 132, 7/21/11]
Rubio Discussed His Support Of The “Cut, Cap, And Balance Plan,” The Debt Limit, Spending, And Taxes On
The Senate Floor. Rubio spoke on the Senate floor, “That is why I support the cut, cap, and balance plan, because it says we
are going to begin to cut spending this year in a real way, we are going to cap the ability of government to continue to grow its
spending in future years, and we are going to give the States the right to ratify a balanced budget amendment for our country
that basically says: You cannot spend more money than you take in. States balance their budgets, businesses have to balance
their budgets, families have to balance their budgets. If this Federal Government doesn’t begin to balance its budget sometime
in the near future, we may cross a line that is irreversible and puts us in a place similar to what we are seeing in Europe
today… Tax reform we can get done. Tax reform means we are going to look at the Tax Code, and if there are things in the
Tax Code that are there because somebody hired a lobbyist and got it put in the Tax Code but it is not really good policy, it
shouldn’t be in there. And if we find enough of those unfair things in the Tax Code, then we can lower everybody’s rates. We
can make the rates flat, we can make the Tax Code simpler and easier to comply with, and that is what we should aim for
because that is what job creators tell us. I swear to you, I have never met a job creator who told me they are looking for a State
with high taxes and burdensome regulations. I have never met one.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 78, 7/14/11]
Rubio Signed “The Cut-Cap-Balance Pledge.” According to a Rubio press release, “Today, U.S. Senator Marco Rubio
announced his support of the Cut-Cap-Balance pledge, which asks Senators and members of Congress to pledge to make
substantial cuts in spending, enforce spending caps and pass a balanced budget amendment. ‘With these three critical
components in place, we can begin to restore fiscal sanity by reducing future deficits and minimizing our massive $14.3 trillion
debt. Requiring a balanced budget will ensure that lawmakers can no longer pay for programs on the backs of future
generations. Today’s announcement comes on the heels of the Congressional Budget Office’s (CBO) newly released long-term
budget outlook, which shows that our national debt will soon exceed the size of our entire economy.’” [Marco Rubio Press
Release, 6/22/11]

Debt Limit Fight

Rubio Argued That The “Debt Crisis” Must Be Resolved Now. According to Newsmax, “The Florida Republican —
often mentioned as a potential vice presidential running mate with Mitt Romney — called it ‘outrageous’ that the real crisis
facing the nation is that the administration doesn’t think there is a debt crisis. ‘We are having a debt ceiling crisis on a daily
basis and here’s why,’ Rubio insisted. ‘Because this government is spending every year one and half trillion dollars more than it
takes in. ‘That has to be dealt with; it is not going to solve itself, it’s not going to go away on its own, and every year that it
remains unresolved, the harder it’s going to become to solve,’ he continued.” [Newsmax, 5/18/12]
Rubio Co-Sponsored The Disapproval Of the President Increasing The Debt Limit. “By Mr. MCCONNELL (for
himself…Mr. Rubio): S.J. Res. 34. A joint resolution relating to the disapproval of the President’s exercise of authority to
increase the debt limit, as submitted under section 3101A of title 31, United States Code, on January 12, 2012; placed on the
calendar. Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that the text of the joint resolution be printed in the
Record. There being no objection, the text of the joint resolution was ordered to be printed in the Record, as follows: S.J. Res.
34 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America Congress assembled, That Congress
disapproves of the President’s exercise of authority to increase the debt limit on January 12, 2012, as exercised pursuant to the
certification under section 3101A(a) of title 31, United States Code.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 91, 1/23/12]
Rubio Sent A Letter To Obama And Charged That He Was Turning The United States A “Deadbeat Nation.”
According to Human Events, “In a scathing letter sent to Barack Obama this morning, Senator Marco Rubio said that under
the President’s first term in office, ‘more and more people have come to believe that America is becoming a deadbeat nation.’
Rubio went on to pledge that he would challenge any further increase in the debt ceiling, arguing that ‘we [Congress] need to
make it routine to actually spend no more than we take in.’ In the letter obtained by HUMAN EVENTS, the Florida Senator
said that President Obama’s upcoming request to increase the debt ceiling by a whopping $1.2 trillion will cause the nation’s
public debt to surpass the $16 trillion mark. ‘I will oppose your request to continue borrowing and spending recklessly.’”
[Human Events, 1/6/12]
Rubio Voted to Prohibit Increase in Federal Debt Limit. On January 26, 2012, Rubio voted for a McConnell, R-Ky.,
motion to proceed to the joint resolution that would disapprove of a request by the president for a $1.2 trillion debt limit
increase. Current law provides for a $1.2 trillion increase in the debt limit upon certification from the president that the debt is
within $100 billion of the debt limit unless a disapproval measure is enacted. According to the New York Times, “The Senate
voted on Thursday to allow a further increase in the federal debt limit, permitting President Obama to borrow $1.2 trillion
more to operate a government that spent about 55 percent more than it collected in revenue last year. The 52-to-44 vote
generally followed party lines, with Democrats supporting the increase in borrowing authority and Republicans opposed. In
the House last week, Republicans passed a ‘resolution of disapproval’ to stop the increase in the debt limit. But the Senate
refused on Thursday to take up that measure. The upshot is that the debt limit will rise immediately to $16.4 trillion, from the
current ceiling of $15.2 trillion.” [Roll Call 2, S 98, 01/26/2012; New York Times, 1/27/12]
Rubio Was Absent From A Vote On The Disapproval Of The President’s Exercise Of Authority To Increase The
Debt Limit. “Mr. KYL. The following Senator is necessarily absent: the Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO).” [Marco Rubio
CR Article 50, 9/8/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio Was A Winner During The Debt-Ceiling Debate. “This failure is the result of decades of political
gerrymandering and anti-business rhetoric from the media and academe, resulting in a too-often misinformed, confused,
conflicted and deeply divided America. The only winners in the dialogue were the tea party and U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, RFlorida. The tea party forced D.C. to at least discuss much-needed spending cuts, framing the debate for the 2012 elections.
Rubio distinguished himself as a rising star; a youthful voice of reason in a sadly dysfunctional Congress. Otherwise there were
only losers.” [Jack Tymann Naples News, 8/6/11]
Rubio’s Poll Numbers Improved After Opposition To Debt Deal. “Freshman Republican Sen. Marco Rubio’s approval
rating is 49 percent in the post-deal survey, with 36 percent disapproving, compared to a 45-35 approval-disapproval split predeal. Nelson supported the debt compromise and Rubio opposed it, calling it too weak on spending controls. Both Senators
saw their stock improve with independent voters after the deal was announced Sunday night. Nelson’s favorable score with
independents increased from 37 percent to 44 percent. Rubio’s climbed from 40 percent to 54 percent.” [Quinnipiac
University Poll via The Palm Beach Post, 8/5/11]
Rubio’s Debt Speech Video Went Viral. “Republican Sen. Marco Rubio’s Saturday speech on the national debt is a
YouTube sensation, drawing more than 310,000 hits as of this afternoon and possibly boosting his standing among
independent voters. (By comparison, it appears the most YouTube hits for Democratic Sen. Bill Nelson were generated by this

106,000-view gem from 2009 in which he and Sen. Tom Coburn, R-Okla., sing Elton John’s Rocket Man.) Rubio backers
suggest his debt speech contributed to a sudden improvement in Rubio’s approval/disapproval rating among independents —
from 40/35 in a Quinnipiac poll taken July 27 through Sunday to 54/29 in a poll taken Monday and Tuesday.” [The Palm
Beach Post, 8/4/11]
Editorial: Rubio Grandstanded During The Debt Limit Debate. “In breathless media advisories and multiple floor
speeches, Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., opposed the debt-limit deal. His grandstanding included a speech after the Senate
approved the deal. If anything, his vote against raising the debt limit was more irresponsible than the one then-Sen. Barack
Obama cast in 2006. Back then, the debt limit was a technicality. This time, it was a potential crisis that damaged a weak
economy… Or was he auditioning for a national ticket? Not that he would bring any balance. GOP front-runners for the
presidential nomination also came out against the debt compromise… Those who justified easy “no” votes in selfaggrandizing speeches are the least qualified to show the way forward.” [Palm Beach Post Editorial, 8/3/11]
Editorial: Rubio Grandstanded During The Debt Limit Debate. “In breathless media advisories and multiple floor
speeches, Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., opposed the debt-limit deal. His grandstanding included a speech after the Senate
approved the deal. If anything, his vote against raising the debt limit was more irresponsible than the one then-Sen. Barack
Obama cast in 2006. Back then, the debt limit was a technicality. This time, it was a potential crisis that damaged a weak
economy… Or was he auditioning for a national ticket? Not that he would bring any balance. GOP front-runners for the
presidential nomination also came out against the debt compromise… Those who justified easy “no” votes in selfaggrandizing speeches are the least qualified to show the way forward.” [Palm Beach Post Editorial, 8/3/11]
Rubio Voted Against Bipartisan Debt Ceiling Compromise that would Avert Default. On August 2, 2011, Rubio voted
against the bipartisan debt ceiling compromise that would raise the debt ceiling and cut spending by $1 trillion. Specifically, the
bill would provide for a two-step debt limit increase that would allow the president to raise the debt limit immediately by $900
billion, $500 billion of which would be subject to a resolution of disapproval. It would set discretionary spending caps that
would reduce the deficit by approximately $917 billion in fiscal 2012 through 2021 and establish a bipartisan committee to
reduce the deficit another $1.5 trillion. If the committee did not create a bill with the required savings, a $1.2 trillion dollar cut
would automatically be activated with cuts to programs that each party cares about deeply. Furthermore, the bill requires
Congress to vote on a balanced-budget constitutional amendment by the end of 2011, though passage is not required. Finally,
the bill would provide for the second debt limit increase of $1.2 trillion to $1.5 trillion, depending on whether Congress had
passed a balanced-budget constitutional amendment and on the amount of spending cuts recommended by the committee that
Congress adopted. The Washington Post reported that “the Senate on Tuesday overwhelmingly approved a plan to raise the
federal debt limit and cut government spending, ending a bitter partisan stalemate that had threatened to plunge the nation
into default and destabilize the world economy.” [Roll Call 123, S 365, 08/02/2011; Washington Post, 8/3/11]
On The Floor, Rubio Spoke Against Raising The Debt Ceiling. “Mr. President, I cannot support this plan because it fails
to actually solve our debt problem, fails to diminish the risk of a credit rating downgrade and is not a long-term solution to
avert a debt crisis. This plan still adds at least $7 trillion to our debt over 10 years. It fails to immediately start downsizing
government, leaving 98 percent of deficit reduction until after the 2012 election. By not addressing the biggest driver of our
debt, health care spending, this plan ensures Medicare’s looming bankruptcy, while protecting ObamaCare’s $2.6 trillion blank
check. It contains no real structural reforms to spending, such as a constitutional balanced budget amendment. It fails to
reduce spending by what credit rating agencies say is at least $4 trillion to avert a downgrade. Worst of all is that at a time of
9.2 percent unemployment, this plan fails to include pro-growth measures to help get people back to work and create new
taxpayers to help us pay down the debt. In fact, I fear that the new ‘Supercommittee’ in this bill could lead to expedited
consideration of big tax hikes on our struggling economy. And if Congress rejects new taxes, then up to $850 billion of
devastating automatic defense spending cuts would be triggered at a time when the world is as dangerous as it has ever been.
Americans are looking at Washington with anger, disgust and concern that maybe America’s problems are just too big for our
leaders to solve. As I outlined in the Wall Street Journal on March 30, 2011, keeping America exceptional will require spending
cuts and caps, saving Medicare and Social Security from bankruptcy, a constitutional balanced budget amendment, tax reform
and regulatory reform. Above all, it will require courage.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 142, 8/2/11]
PolitiFact: Rubio Was “Half True” When He Said ‘If The Debt Ceiling Is Surpassed, Our Nation Will Not Go Into
Default As Some Suggest.’ “The legal definition would seem to suggest that the U.S. would be in at least partial default
under that scenario, and a number of experts agreed with that view. Other experts said there’s some wiggle room in how you
define ‘default.’ Ultimately, much of the statement’s accuracy hinges on whether you consider ratings agencies to be the
ultimate guardian of the term “default,” or whether you consider a legal or commonsense definition to apply. We acknowledge
that there are a range of opinions on this matter, but it has become clearer since our prior attempts to tackle this question that

the ratings agencies are willing to overlook any defaults beyond those involving bondholders when they measure the nation’s
creditworthiness. By virtue of their position, the ratings agencies carry significant weight on this question. Still, we feel Rubio
wrongly downplayed the likelihood of technical defaults on other creditors, such as federal contractors. We believe that the
nation can be in default on some obligations even if the agencies choose to ignore them as they calculate their ratings. On
balance, we rate Rubio’s claim Half True.” [PolitiFact Florida Edition, 8/2/11]
On The Senate Floor, Rubio Cautioned Against An Increased Debt. Rubio: “The facts still remain that this coming
month, and every month to come, more or less, this government will spend $300 billion a month. That is a lot of money. It is
more than any government has ever spent in the history of man. And $180 billion of that $300 billion is money we collect
from the people of our country through taxes and fees and other ways. But we borrow $120 billion a month to pay our $300
billion a month bill. That is too much money. That is too much money for Republicans, it is too much money for Democrats.
It is too much money. Although we should be happy that tomorrow and in the days to come, we are not facing a default and
an inability to meet our bills, the truth is--an undeniable one that I don’t think anyone here would disagree with me when I say
it--we can’t keep borrowing $120 billion every month or more, because the point and the day will come when the people who
lend us that money will stop lending us that money. If we keep doing this for long, we will one day reach a day in this country
where we will face a debt crisis, but it won’t be because of the debt limit or because of gridlock in Washington. It will be
because folks are no longer willing to buy America’s debt because they seriously doubt our ability to pay it back. That is not
hyperbole. It is not an exaggeration. It is a mathematical, indisputable fact that no Member of either party would dispute.
There is general agreement on this. And there is general agreement the only way to solve this problem is a combination of two
things: No. 1, this government needs to generate more revenue; and No. 2, this government needs to restrict its growth and
spending. Because as bad as the $300 billion a month looks, it only gets worse from here on out, in ways I don’t have time to
explain in the next 10 minutes. Suffice it to say our economy isn’t growing. It is not producing enough revenue moving
forward. Meanwhile, all the programs we fund are about to explode in their growth because more people than ever are going
to retire, they will live longer than they have ever lived, and the math doesn’t add up. These are facts. No one disputes that.”
[Marco Rubio CR Article 90, 8/2/11]
Rubio Voted No On Raising The Debt Limit. “Meanwhile, Rubio, who campaigned on the need to address spending and
the deficit, was one of just 26 Republicans to oppose the debt deal. That move cast him as one of the holdouts in the
compromise plan that kept the federal government from defaulting on its debt, and averted a potential financial meltdown.”
[The Miami Herald, 8/2/11]
Rubio: ‘Compromise That’s Not A Solution, It’s A Waste Of Time.” While debating to raise the nation’s debt ceiling,
Rubio stated on the Senate floor: ‘I would love nothing more than compromise,’ the Senator concluded. ‘But I would say to
you that compromise that’s not a solution, it’s a waste of time. If my house was on fire, I can’t compromise about which part
of the house I’m going to save. You save the whole house or it will all burn down.’” [Miami New Times Blog, 8/1/11]
Rubio Voted No On Raising The Debt Limit. “Meanwhile, Rubio, who campaigned on the need to address spending and
the deficit, was one of just 26 Republicans to oppose the debt deal. That move cast him as one of the holdouts in the
compromise plan that kept the federal government from defaulting on its debt, and averted a potential financial meltdown.”
[The Miami Herald, 8/2/11]
PolitiFact: Rubio Was “Half True” When He Said ‘If The Debt Ceiling Is Surpassed, Our Nation Will Not Go Into
Default As Some Suggest.’ “The legal definition would seem to suggest that the U.S. would be in at least partial default
under that scenario, and a number of experts agreed with that view. Other experts said there’s some wiggle room in how you
define ‘default.’ Ultimately, much of the statement’s accuracy hinges on whether you consider ratings agencies to be the
ultimate guardian of the term “default,” or whether you consider a legal or commonsense definition to apply. We acknowledge
that there are a range of opinions on this matter, but it has become clearer since our prior attempts to tackle this question that
the ratings agencies are willing to overlook any defaults beyond those involving bondholders when they measure the nation’s
creditworthiness. By virtue of their position, the ratings agencies carry significant weight on this question. Still, we feel Rubio
wrongly downplayed the likelihood of technical defaults on other creditors, such as federal contractors. We believe that the
nation can be in default on some obligations even if the agencies choose to ignore them as they calculate their ratings. On
balance, we rate Rubio’s claim Half True.” [PolitiFact Florida Edition, 8/2/11]
Miami Herald Editorial Was Disappointed That Rubio Did Not Accept The Debt Ceiling Limit Deal, Still Had A
“Ways To Go” For A Statesman Floridians Would Be Proud To Call A Native Son. On voting to not support the debt
ceiling limit The Miami Herald stated, ‘It’s disappointing, too, that Florida’s Republican senator, Marco Rubio, says he’ll vote
No. Other South Florida Republicans don’t agree. Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen calls the plan ‘a common-sense solution,’ and

even tea party favorite Rep. Allen West calls it ‘a good plan for the American people.’ When this page recommended Sen.
Rubio last year, we hoped he would look for the sensible middle and become ‘the kind of statesman Floridians can be proud
to call a native son.’ Apparently, he has a way to go. [The Miami Herald Editorial, 8/1/11]
Rubio Stated In A Debate Regarding the Debt Limit, ‘Compromise That’s Not A Solution, It’s A Waste Of Time.’
While debating to raise the nation’s debt ceiling, Rubio stated on the Senate floor: ‘I would love nothing more than
compromise,’ the Senator concluded. ‘But I would say to you that compromise that’s not a solution, it’s a waste of time. If my
house was on fire, I can’t compromise about which part of the house I’m going to save. You save the whole house or it will all
burn down.’” [Miami New Times Blog, 8/1/11]
Rubio Voted to Block Reid Debt Ceiling Plan That Had $2.4 Trillion In Cuts, No Revenue. On July 31, 2011, Rubio
voted against invoking cloture on Reid’s compromise plan to raise the debt ceiling and avoid default. The Reid substitute
amendment would provide for a two-step debt limit increase. It also would increase the debt ceiling by $1.2 trillion, of which
$784 billion would be subject to a resolution of disapproval. It would provide for an additional $1.2 trillion debt limit increase,
also subject to a resolution of disapproval. Reid’s plan had similar cuts to the Boehner plan, but also saved more over a ten
year period in part because it included a peace dividend from ending the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Reid said, “It has
everything Republicans have asked for. No revenues, 2.4 trillion dollars in cuts, that’s a pretty good deal.” [Roll Call 122, S
627, 07/31/2011]
Rubio Attacked Obama, Biden, And Reid Over the Debt Limit, Mentioned Quotes From Their Past On The Issue.
In a speech in the Senate floor, Rubio attacked Senate Democrats for not proposing a budget in 822 days. Rubio also believes
that the “this was the plan all along” in order to raise the ceiling, to wait to very end. Rubio then quotes statements from
Obama, Biden, and Reid who all publicly stated opposition to raising the debt limit. [Fox News, 7/31/11]


Rubio On Senate Floor: Tea Party Rhetoric On Debt Ceiling Is Not Viewed As Extremist As It Once Was.
Rubio: “My point, I would say to the Senator from Massachusetts [Kerry], is that rhetoric two years ago was not
considered extremist language and now that rhetoric, which by the way I have not found. I think it is a myth. There may
be a handful of people in the building both in the House and Senate perhaps that believe that the nation doesn’t have to
raise the debt limit. But by and large everyone recognizes that something must be done about the debt limit.” [Red State
Blog, 7/31/11]



Rubio On Senate Floor: ‘If My House Was On Fire, I Can’t Compromise About Which Part Of The House I’m
Going To Save. You Save The whole House Or It Will All Burn Down.’ Rubio: “‘Compromise is fantastic. I would
love nothing more than to leave this building tomorrow night having said the republic still works. I was able to stand
shoulder to shoulder with people from states far from mine with views different from mine but who love their country so
much that we were able to come together and save it when it faced this catastrophe. I would love nothing more than
compromise. But I would say to you that compromise that’s not a solution is a waste of time. If my house was on fire, I
can’t compromise about which part of the house I’m going to save. You save the whole house or it will all burn down. We
either save this country or we do not. And to save it, we must seek solutions.’” [Red State Blog, 7/31/11]

On The Floor, Rubio Rehashed Quotes From Then Senators Obama And Biden About The Debt Limit And Got
Into A Back And Forth With Senator Kerry. Rubio: “‘Let me read some quotes about the debt limit. I found some pretty
extreme quotes, and here is one: The fact that we are here today to debate raising America’s debt limit is a sign of leadership
failure. America has a debt problem and a failure of leadership. Americans deserve better. I therefore intend to oppose the
effort to increase America’s debt limit. That is from a tea party extremist, right? No. This is a quote from March 16, 2006,
from then-Senator Barack Obama of Illinois. I found another extremist quote: Because this massive accumulation of debt was
predicted, because it was foreseeable, because it was unnecessary, because it was the result of willful and reckless disregard for
the warnings that were given and for the fundamentals of economic management, I am voting against the debt limit increase.
That must be a tea party extremist Member of the House, right? No. This is from March 16, 2006, from Senator Joe Biden of
Delaware’…Kerry, ‘I ask the Senator this: As ironic as it may be that on occasion people in the past have indeed voted against
the debt limit--both Republicans and Democrats alike--is it not true that in those situations, those votes did not hold the
Nation hostage, did not come at a moment of enormous economic fragility, as we are in today, and did not run the risk of
default because it was going to pass overwhelmingly every time? Is that not true?’ Rubio ‘I will say two things. First, if the
Senator from Illinois, Barack Obama, had gotten his way, we would have been in the same position we are in right now. He
voted against it. The President has now said he made a mistake and would not have said that were he here today. My point is
that the rhetoric 2 years ago was not considered extremist language.’” [Marco Rubio CR Article 112, 7/30/11]

Rubio Voted Against Killing Boehner Debt Ceiling Plan. On July 29, 2011, Rubio voted against tabling the House-passed
plan introduced by Speaker Boehner to raise the nation’s debt ceiling. According to the Hill, “the legislation authorizes $900
billion in additional borrowing while reducing the deficit by $917 billion over 10 years. The president could request a second
increase in the debt ceiling of up to $1.6 trillion upon passage of the balanced-budget amendment and a separate $1.8 trillion
deficit reduction package, to be written by a new ‘joint committee of Congress’. Democrats assailed the bill as an unacceptable
short-term measure that would prolong economic uncertainly, and they criticized Republicans for pressing ahead with a vote
despite Senate opposition at such a late date”. The initial version of Boehner’s bill required only a vote on a balanced budget
amendment in the House and Senate, not actual passage. However, according to the Washington Post, Speaker Boehner had
to “make changes aimed at appealing to his tea-party influenced right flank” in order to secure enough votes for final passage.
[Roll Call 120, S 627, 07/29/2011; The Hill, 7/29/11; Washington Post, 7/28/11]
Rubio Stated That Obama Was ‘Irresponsible’ When He Claimed That Social Security Checks Were Not
Guaranteed If The U.S. Defaults. “A group of House and Senate Republicans, including Rep. Steve Southerland of Panama
City and Sen. Marco Rubio of West Miami, unveiled legislation Tuesday that calls for paying interest on the debt, Social
Security and active-duty military salaries first…’The president’s recent claims that there are now no guarantees for Social
Security recipients or for armed services members beyond Aug. 2 are both irresponsible and completely avoidable.’ Rubio
said.” [Florida Today, 7/27/11]
Rubio Emerged As “Republicans’ Most Telegenic And Relatable Spokesman” During the Debt Ceiling Debate.
“That voice the Republicans are always looking for, that person who can clearly articulate the ideals of fiscal restraint and
limited government on the national stage, is finally piping up. And it’s originating from right here in South Florida. U.S. Sen.
Marco Rubio, less than a year into his freshman term, is emerging as the Republicans’ most telegenic and relatable spokesman
as the debt crisis puts a spotlight on the differences between their party and the Democrats. He did a 10-minute segment on
CBS News’ ‘Face the Nation’ on July 17. Before that, a seven-minute interview with Sean Hannity on Fox News on July 11.
His line, ‘We don’t need more taxes, what we need are more taxpayers,’ is the GOP’s most memorable talking point in the
battle to keep higher taxes out of the debt ceiling solution mix. House Speaker John Boehner went so far as to borrow it,
giving Rubio full credit, of course, when speaking to reporters earlier this month. Now, Rubio’s Senate speeches posted on
YouTube are catching on. A June 30 speech has garnered 91,000 views. His July 21 Senate floor speech in which he outlines
the issues and cuts through the demagoguery to illustrate the folly of merely extending the debt ceiling is more than 5,000
views.” [Naples Daily News, 7/26/11]
Rubio Demanded To See An Obama’s Plan That Dealt With The Debt Ceiling. “In fact, the only plan out there that
does anything about it, that raises the debt limit but puts in place a plan to deal with the debt, was ‘cut, cap, and balance.’ It
passed in the House, it came over to the Senate, and the Democrats in the Senate wouldn’t even let us vote on it,” added
Rubio before turning his focus to President Barack Obama. “So now it’s the president’s turn. We’ve done our part, we’ve
offered our plan, we got a vote on it, they wouldn’t let us even vote on it in the Senate, and now it’s the Democrats’ turn. Now
it’s President Obama’s turn to come up and show us what his plan is, because we’re running out of time.” [Rubio Press
Release via Sunshine State News, 7/22/11]
Rubio Supported “Cut, Cap, And Balance,” Asks Where Was The Democrats’ Plan. On the Senate floor, Rubio stated:
Or maybe you do believe we need to cut, cap and balance, but you don’t like the way this bill cuts spending, caps spending and
balances spending. Fine. Offer your version of Cut, Cap and Balance. Let’s proceed to this bill. Let’s get on this bill that the
House has passed and if you don’t like it, change it. You’ve got the votes here to do it. If you’ve got a better, bring this bill up
and amend it. Put your ideas on it.” [Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 7/21/11]
Rubio Was Open To Supporting Some Elements Of The “Gang Of Six” Plan Deficit Reduction Plan. “Rookie Sen.
Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) praised the gang for putting forth a comprehensive, thoughtful plan, adding that it included elements he
could support. But he said he had only seen a two-page summary of the plan and needed to review it in greater detail before he
could ever throw his support behind it. ‘It’s not clear how the tax changes would be implemented, what the baseline they’re
using is, and ultimately the impact it will have on the creation of jobs,’ Rubio told POLITICO. “If anything in that plan hurts
the creation of jobs and economic growth, I can’t support it.” [Politico, 7/20/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio Did Not Demonstrate Leadership During Default Debate. “He is the blossoming superstar in Congress.
And rest assured, if Mitt Romney wins the Republican nomination, the pressure on Rubio to join the ticket will be immense.
But as it now stands, Marco has been all talk, although admittedly he talks quite well. At some point it would be nice to see
him cash in all that charisma and take on a leadership role, as Paul Ryan has done in the House… I know Marco is smart and

eloquent. But if he is going to hide behind generic principles for fear of taking a political risk, then he’s not the same guy I saw
waking on Charlie Crist in the Republican primary.” [Orlando Sentinel The Mike Thomas Blog, 7/20/11]
Rubio’s Participation In The Debt-Ceiling Debate Stirred Talked Of Potential Vice Presidential Bid. U.S. Sen. Marco
Rubio has begun to assert himself in the debt-ceiling debate in Washington and ramp up his criticism of the president, talk of
him as a potential Republican vice presidential candidate in 2012 has followed. Rubio has been aggressive in hitting the talk
show circuit over the past week. On Sunday, Rubio was a guest on CBS’s Face the Nation. That came days after Rubio made
appearances on Sean Hannity’s television program on FOX News, on CNN’s John King USA, on Rush Limbaugh’s radio
program, and with The Hugh Hewitt Show on radio. That had Rubio again denying that he was positioning himself to run for
vice president last week. ‘That’s a nice compliment, but it’s not true,’ Rubio said on FOX News morning show Fox & Friends.
‘I’m not the vice presidential nominee. I will focus on my job as the senator from Florida.’” [Sarasota Herald Tribune,
7/18/11]
Rubio: “The Real Problem Here Is Not The Debt Limit, The Real Problem Here Is The Debt.” On an appearance on
CBS’s Face The Nation Rubio stated that “the real problem here is not the debt limit, the real problem here is the debt. He
states that there has been no “credible” solution and plan from the White House regarding the debt. Rubio also criticized the
President because he has no plan regarding the debt limit. [CBS Face The Nation, 7/17/11]
Rubio: Obama Put Off Debt Limit Discussion For Political Purposes. “‘This is not a surprise,’ Rubio told CBS’ Bob
Schieffer, of the debt limit deadline. ‘This didn’t sneak up on us in the last couple of weeks here; we have known about this
since the day I got to Washington. ‘I think they deliberately let this thing go on because they were hoping to get to a lastminute situation so they could force us into a take-it-or-leave-it proposition, like they tried to do with the government
shutdown earlier in the year, like they did with the stimulus package back in February when [President Obama] first took over,’
Rubio added.” [CBS News, 7/17/11]
Asked If He Would Vote To Increase The Debt Limit, Rubio Would Not Give A Clear Answer. BOB SCHIEFFER:
Are you ready to say that you will not vote for anything that lets the government go into default on its debts? Are you willing
to let that happen? SENATOR MARCO RUBIO: Well, I think that if all we do is raise the debt limit, that’s exactly what we’re
doing. The full faith in credit of the United States is in danger if all we do is raise the debt limit and it’s not accompanied by a
credible plan to begin to deal with this debt issue. And it’s not me saying it. It’s Standard & Poor’s saying it. It’s the rating
house are saying it. I think people every time they cite these reports on their-- in the media outlets, they need to read the full
report. Because if you read the full report, they say yes, we’re concerned about the U.S. not voting to raise its debt limit. But
we’re really concerned about the fact that the United States and its government does not have a credible plan to deal with the
debt and the only credible plan to deal with the debt is not simply raising the debt limit, you must also have budgetary reforms
put in place that show how you are going to save money and pro-growth strategies that show how you’re going to grow your
economy. If we don’t do that, we are in a lot of trouble. [CBS News Face The Nation Transcript, 7/17/11]
Rubio Did Not Support McConnell’s “Plan B’ Regarding The Debt Limit. “KING: Senator Rubio joins us now from
Capitol Hill. Senator, first, let me get you on the record here. Senator McConnell, your leader’s plan, he calls it plan B or
maybe it’s plan Z, is it smart or is it surrender? SEN. MARCO RUBIO (R), FLORIDA: Well, first of all, I understand why
he’s doing it. And let’s be fair, he’s a minority leader and he’s trying to position his caucus in the best way possible in case
things don’t work out. It’s not something I can support because I’ve clearly stated that I think this is an opportunity to solve
the real problem here. And the real problem is not the debt limit, the real problem here is the debt, the fact that this country
continues to spend 40 cents out of every dollar that it spends. And we have to do something about it. Look at Ireland. Ireland
has got downgraded. Their debt just got downgraded to junk. It wasn’t because they refused to raise their debt limit, it’s
because they can’t afford to pay back their lenders and that’s what we’re headed if we don’t do something.” [CNN via Real
Clear Politics, 7/14/11]
Rubio Criticized Obama Over Debt Ceiling Negotiations, “Well, If They Don’t Get Their Social Security Checks,
it’s Because The President’s Decided To Do That, Because We Still Have Revenue Coming In.” “While conservatives
across the nation took note of Marco Rubio as a rising star during the 2010 election cycle, he kept a low profile during the first
half of 2010. Already the subject of talk about a possible future presidential campaign -- and a leading possibility for the vice
presidential spot on the 2012 Republican ticket -- the new U.S. senator from Florida fired away at Obama. Appearing on the
Hugh Hewitt radio show Tuesday, Rubio took off the gloves and ripped into Obama over federal budget negotiations. Asked
by Hewitt if seniors in Florida would be impacted by not getting Social Security checks, Rubio insisted, if that happens, it will
be Obama’s fault. ‘Well, if they don’t get their Social Security checks, it’s because the president’s decided to do that, because
we still have revenue coming in,’ said Rubio.” [Sunshine State News, 7/14/11]



Rubio Said Social Security Was Paid For By Borrowed Money. “‘Here’s the other thing I would say: If, in fact, the
president holds up their checks for Social Security and Medicare, and whatever else he wants to hold up to make his point,
isn’t he admitting that all these programs are funded by deficit spending? Isn’t he admitting that all these programs are
dependent upon borrowed money?’ And I think the folks who are on Social Security, people like my mom, would be
shocked to learn the truth that the money they’re receiving in Social Security isn’t the money they worked hard for all
these years to put away, the government was going to give back to them in their retirement. ‘The government spent all
that money already,’ added Rubio. ‘They spent it long ago on other things. This is borrowed money. This is money that
we’re borrowing from our children and our grandchildren. And I think ... if that happens ... people are going to be
shocked to learn the real truth about what the government’s done with their Social Security money.’ Rubio added that
Obama could see the problem coming, and did nothing to prevent it. ‘This issue of the debt limit didn’t sneak up on us.
This has been around for a while. We knew this was coming. And then the president’s done nothing on it. He gave a State
of the Union speech this year, never mentioned any plans about how to address this. He offered a budget before
Congress, and the budget was so bad, I mean, it actually increased the debt. His budget was so bad, so unrealistic, that
when we put it to a vote here in the Senate, not even a single Democrat voted for it. That’s how bad it was. It didn’t get a
single vote.’” [Sunshine State News, 7/14/11]

Rubio Co-Signed A Letter To Harry Reid To Make The Senate Democratic Budget Public. “Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL),
Ranking Member of the Senate Budget Committee, along with Sens. Jim DeMint (R-SC), David Vitter (R-LA), Marco Rubio
(R-FL), Ron Johnson (R-WI), Rand Paul (R-KY), and Kelly Ayotte (R-NH), today sent a letter to Majority Leader Harry Reid
urging him to make public the Senate Democratic budget, as it has now been 799 days since the Senate has passed a budget
plan for the nation. The Senators who previously pressed for the cancellation of the July 4th recess and opposed holding a
cloture vote on the Libya resolution warned that they would reserve the right to object if the Senate continued to spend its
time on matters not related to the budget or debt.” [States News Service, 7/7/11]
Rubio Noted Obama’s Remarks From A Press Conference On The National Debt As Coming From A ‘Left-Wing
Strong Man.’ “A rave for Sen. Marco Rubio for speaking ‘truth to power’ as liberals like to say. In commenting about
President Obama’s pathetic news conference on the national debt crisis, Rubio described Obama as a ‘left-wing strong man’
and ‘a failed president.’” [Rants &Raves Florida Times Union, 7/2/11]
Rubio Would Not Vote For A Debt Limit Agreement Unless It Was Tired To Conservative Fiscal Policies. The
National Review highlighted Rubio’s approach to the debt limit. “Sen. Marco Rubio (R., Fla.) has set out his own version of a
deal: ‘I will vote to defeat an increase in the debt limit unless it is the last one we ever authorize and is accompanied by a plan
for fundamental tax reform, an overhaul of our regulatory structure, a cut to discretionary spending, a balanced-budget
amendment, and reforms to save Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid.’ He is, in other words, going to oppose any increase
unless it is tied to a larger portion of the conservative economic agenda than the last six Republican presidents achieved put
together. And this mega-deal, recall, has to happen by mid-summer. Rubio is certainly right to suggest that Republicans should
approach the debt-ceiling debate as part of a larger argument about government reform and economic growth. But to lay out
goals this ambitious is to rationalize a ‘no’ vote rather than to advance the prospects of a deal including conservative policies.”
[The National Review, 5/16/11]
Rubio Believed That Democrats Failed To Lead During The Debt Ceiling Debate And Supported The Ryan
Budget, Although Did Not Say Directly He Would Vote For It. On Meet The Press, Rubio said: “‘What I’m sayingand what
I think others are beginning to say, including many in the Democrat Party is that now, as part of this debt-limit debate, let’s
just not talk about the debt limit. Let’s talk about how we’re going to put this country on a fiscal path that is sustainable,’
Rubio said. But he did not offer his own plan and would not say directly whether he would vote for Ryan’s plan. ‘As far as the
Ryan plan is concerned, I will support any plan that saves Medicare, doesn’t impact current seniors, and doesn’t hurt economic
growth. The Ryan plan does that,’ he said ‘Here’s my challenge today,’ he added. ‘Anybody out there that thinks there’s a
better way to save Medicare should introduce a bill on Monday. Tomorrow, when we get back to work here in Washington,
run up to Capitol Hill and introduce your bill. Don’t just criticize. Propose. Otherwise you’re not serious, you’re up here to
play political games.” [The National Journal, 5/1/11]
Rubio Had Specific Exchanges For Him To Support Raising The Debt Ceiling. “Sen Marco Rubio, R-Fla., has said he
would vote to raise the debt ceiling in exchange for ‘a plan for fundamental tax reform, an overhaul of our regulatory
structure, a cut to discretionary spending, a balanced-budget amendment, and reforms to save Social Security, Medicare and
Medicaid.’” [UPI, 4/19/11]

Rubio Opposed The Boehner Budget Deal. At a tea party rally, Rubio said “he didn’t support the budget deal struck by
House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, and that he’ll take his fight to balance the federal budget to the upcoming debt-limit
talks. ‘We can’t have more government than we can afford. We can’t have a government that spends more money than it has.
We can’t have a government that every year runs up trillions of dollars in debt and sends a quarter of all the interest payments
to China. We can’t continue to do that and hope to remain exceptional and great.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 4/16/11]
Rubio Said “I Don’t Ever Want To Vote To Default This Country.” On Fox News Sunday Rubio said, “‘ “I don’t ever
want to vote to default this country, But anyone who votes to increase the debt limit does just that eventually.’” [The Hill,
4/4/11]
Eleven Weeks After Into His Term Rubio Reclaimed The Spotlight Over The Budget And Libya. “The rapid re-entry
of one of the Republican Party’s brightest stars underscores a media strategy Rubio has executed nearly flawlessly: generate
glowing attention for the head-down approach and then even more for stepping out. It’s a balancing act any 2012 presidential
candidate would envy. Conservatives started talking Rubio for president even before he won his Senate seat,’ Jonathan Karl
said on Nightline. ‘But in the months since, Rubio has kept the lowest of profiles, focusing on Florida and turning down all
national TV interviews. Until now.’ Rubio says the nation’s fiscal debate drew him out.
‘The issues came after us,’ Rubio said in an interview last week from his temporary basement office. ‘This is what I ran on, and
I want to be a meaningful part of whatever happens.’ The design laid out by Rubio’s advisers was to keep low until summer.
But Rubio said the debt issues he campaigned on have come to a head and to remain in the shadows would be a failure of
office. In the Journal, Rubio said he would refuse to vote for raising the limit on how much the government can borrow unless
a series of steps are taken, including reforming Social Security and Medicare, and passing a balanced budget amendment. He
also stepped into foreign policy, sending a letter (‘perhaps the boldest move any freshman senator has made,’ the Weekly
Standard crooned) to Senate leaders urging Congress to authorize the military to force a regime change in Libya.” [St.
Petersburg Times, 4/4/11]
Rubio Promised That He Would Not Vote To Raise The Debt Ceiling Unless The Obama Administration Was
Serious About Restraining Spending And Revising Entitlement Programs. “Rubio, a rising Republican, stressed that any
change to Social Security should not impact current retirees or Americans 55 and older. He called for unspecified gradual
reforms spread over decades to preserve Social Security and Medicare for younger generations. In Rubio’s campaign, he said
he would not vote to raise the debt ceiling next month unless Congress and the Obama administration show they are serious
about restraining spending and revising “entitlement programs” such as Social Security and Medicare.” [Orlando Sentinel,
3/31/11]
In A Wall Street Journal Op-Ed, Rubio Called For Spending Cuts, Balance Budget Amendment, And Entitlement
Reform. In The Wall Street Journal, Rubio writes: “will vote to defeat an increase in the debt limit unless it is the last one we
ever authorize and is accompanied by a plan for fundamental tax reform, an overhaul of our regulatory structure, a cut to
discretionary spending, a balanced-budget amendment, and reforms to save Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid. No
changes should be made to Medicare and Social Security for people who are currently in the system, like my mother. But
people decades away from retirement, like me, must accept that reforms are necessary if we want Social Security and Medicare
to exist at all by the time we are eligible for them. Finally, instead of simply raising the debt limit, we should reassure job
creators by setting a firm statutory cap on our public debt-to-GDP ratio. A comprehensive plan would wind down our debt to
sustainable levels of approximately 60% within a decade and no more than half of the economy shortly thereafter. If Congress
fails to meet these debt targets, automatic across-the-board spending reductions should be triggered to close the gap. These
public debt caps could go in tandem with a Constitutional balanced budget amendment. Some say we will go into default if we
don’t increase the debt limit. But if we simply raise it once again, without a real plan to bring spending under control and get
our economy growing, America faces the very real danger of a catastrophic economic crisis.” I know that by writing this, I am
inviting political attack. When I proposed reforms to Social Security during my campaign, my opponent spent millions on
attack ads designed to frighten seniors. But demagoguery is the last refuge of the spineless politician willing to do anything to
win the next election. [Rubio, The Wall Street Journal, 3/30/11]
Rubio Co-Signed A Letter Stating That He Would Vow To Block Consideration Of New Legislation Until Senate
Focuses On Debt Crisis. “Washington, D.C. - U.S. Senator Marco Rubio today joined with seven fellow Republican senators
in vowing to block floor consideration of new legislation until the Senate begins in earnest a long overdue and urgently needed
debate on America’s debt crisis. The letter to Senate Democrat Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) was signed by U.S. Senators Marco
Rubio (R-FL), David Vitter (R-LA), Jim DeMint (R-SC), John Ensign (R-NV), Mike Lee (R-UT), Rand Paul (R-KY), Jeff
Sessions (R-AL) and Pat Toomey (R-PA). ‘While there are certainly many issues that warrant the Senate’s consideration, we
feel that the Senate must not debate and consider bills at this time that do not affirmatively cut spending, directly address

structural budget reforms, reduce government’s role in the economy so businesses can create jobs, or directly address this
current financial crisis,’ said Rubio and his colleagues. ‘We, therefore, are notifying you of our intention to object to the
consideration of any legislation that fails to directly address this crisis in a meaningful way. Our objections would be withheld
if the Senate agrees to dedicate significant floor time to debate this issue well in advance of the federal government reaching
our statutorily-mandated debt limit.’” [Rubio Press Release, 3/10/11]
Rubio Claimed That Obama Was Absent During The Budget Debate; Said That The Economy Has To Grow And
Entitlements Need To Be Addressed For The Debt To Be Reduced. “‘Here’s what’s missing in all of this, and I don’t
mean to be overly partisan,’ Rubio says. ‘The President is absolutely absent from this debate. He is nowhere to be found. He
refuses to engage.’ Obama has said throughout his political career that he was unafraid of making difficult decisions and would
fully address the country’s issues. But, ‘he has completely disengaged from this issue. He assigned Joe Biden to negotiate it for
him, and then sent Joe Biden to Russia,’ Rubio says. Two developments are necessary to ease the government’s $14 trillion
debt burden, he says. First, ‘The economy has to grow, and jobs have to be created.’ That will lead to higher tax revenue,
Rubio says. ‘Jobs are a big solution to a lot of these problems.” But regulation, high taxes and uncertainty about the debt
currently stand in the way of job creation, he says. Second, the government has to address entitlements - Medicare, Medicaid
and Social Security, which account for about 70 percent of the problem, Rubio says. ‘Those programs are going bankrupt.
Doing nothing about them isn’t an option.’” [Newsmax, 3/10/11]
In The First Month Of His Senate Term, Rubio Opposed Raising The Debt Limit And “Sort Of Endorsed”
Nelson’s Call “For The Florida Congressional Delegation To Do A Better Job Getting Money For Florida. “Speaking
to Florida reporters, Rubio addressed other issues: - He expressed reservations about raising the federal debt limit and flatly
said he would not if it’s another temporary measure. By March the government should hit its $14.29 trillion debt limit and the
Obama administration wants to raise it, having done so last year. Republicans are protesting in hopes of extracting spending
cuts. The administration has warned that failure to raise the ceiling could result in a partial government shutdown. - He sort of
endorsed Democratic Sen. Bill Nelson’s call for the Florida congressional delegation to do a better job getting money for
Florida. ‘When it comes to spending, my No. 1 concern is where is the money coming from,’ Rubio said. ‘That being said, I do
think Florida should get its fair share. And that’s why the earmark process is so bad for Florida because it’s not determined by
merit. It’s determined based on who’s in power, who’s in charge, who can control things and who can steer things their way. ...
Florida certainly has some meritorious projects.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 1/27/11]

Deficit/Debt Reduction
Rubio Said That The Country Was Dealing With “A Debt Ceiling Crisis On A Daily Basis.” According to ABC News,
“Congress won’t have to vote again on raising the debt ceiling until next year, but Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., warned Thursday
that the country is dealing with a “debt ceiling crisis on a daily basis” and suggested that Treasury Secretary Timothy
Geithner’s claim that a debt ceiling crisis does not currently exist is itself a problem. Republicans on Capitol Hill and President
Obama reached an agreement last year to raise the ceiling, and won’t have to fight that legislative battle again until after the
November election. But Rubio, a favorite of the Tea Party who is often mentioned as a potential running mate for Mitt
Romney, said the nation should view the debt more immediately – and every day. ‘We are having a debt ceiling crisis on a daily
basis, and here’s why,’ said Rubio on Fox. ‘Because this government every year is spending $1.5 trillion more than it takes in.’
‘When is the United States federal government and when is this president going to begin to seriously address the fact that this
is a government that spends $1.5 trillion a year more than it takes in? That has to be dealt with. That is not going to solve
itself. It’s not going to go away on its own. And every year that goes by that it remains unresolved, the harder it becomes to
solve.’” [ABC News, The Note, 5/17/12]
Rubio Co-Sponsored The “Down Payment To Protect National Security Act Of 2012;” Extended The Pay Freeze Of
Federal Employees. Rubio co-sponsored a bill that would extend the pay freeze for Federal employees and to revise
discretionary spending limits to achieve savings from the extension. “By Mr. KYL (for himself…Mr. RUBIO)… S. 2065. A
bill to amend the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 to modify the discretionary spending limits to
take into account savings resulting from the reduction in the number of Federal employees and extending the pay freeze for
Federal employees; to the Committee on the Budget. Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that the text of the bill
be printed in the RECORD.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 101, 2/2/12]
Rubio Said That The White House Failed To Lead On The Supercommittee. Rubio discussed the supercomittee and
the AGREE Act on ABC’s This Week. “Senator Marco Rubio, R-Fla., blamed the White House for a ‘lack of leadership’ in

steering the congressional supercommittee toward an agreement, saying political strategy and the hope of running against a
‘do-nothing Congress’ is guiding the administration. ‘I think it’s very difficult for the Democrats on that committee to enter
into a negotiation, not knowing where the White House is,’ Rubio told ‘This Week’ anchor Christiane Amanpour. ‘They don’t
want to get their legs cut out underneath them as they agree to some entitlement reform measures that later on the White
House decides they don’t want to support in an election year.’ ‘I hate questioning people’s motives, but I do believe that
there’s political strategy involved here. And I certainly think the president would like to run against a do-nothing Congress,’
Rubio added. ‘But I hope that doesn’t stand in the way of meaningful legislation, particularly out of the supercommittee.’ The
first-term senators have introduced the AGREE Act – the American Growth, Recovery, Empowerment and Entrepreneurship
Act – putting together elements from existing jobs bills that have gained bipartisan support, hoping that passage of the
economic measures will spur confidence in Washington.” [ABC News, 11/20/11]
At A Politico Playbook Breakfast, Rubio Discussed His Opposition to the Super Committee. At a Politico Playbook
Breakfast, Rubio stated that he didn’t vote for the Super Committee and thinks it is a bad idea, citing that the entity would face
the same ideological challenges that congress faces. He also doesn’t believe the Super Committee will succeed. [Politico
Playbook Breakfast, 11/15/11]
Rubio Mentioned As A Dark Horse To Join The Congressional Super-Committee On the Debt. Rubio was mentioned
a list of “dark horses” to be named to the Congressional Special-Committee on the Debt because he is known as a “rising star
in the GOP.” [The Hill, 8/9/11]
On The Floor, Rubio Said That He Opposed the Motion To Table The Motion To Concur With The Budget
Control Act Of 2011; Believe The Senate Should Proceed To Amend The Bill. Rubio: “Mr. President, I oppose the
motion to table the motion to concur in the House amendment to S. 627, the Budget Control Act of 2011. Although I do not
support the bill as written, I believe that the Senate should proceed to it in an effort to amend the bill to include greater
spending cuts, caps, and provisions which will boost our economy like progrowth tax and regulatory reform. I strongly oppose
the proposal put forth by Senate Majority Leader Reid. The bill is filled with accounting gimmicks and does nothing to
encourage enactment of a constitutional balanced budget amendment--an essential step towards ending our unsustainable
deficits and debt that enjoys bipartisan support in both Chambers of Congress. Amazingly, as our economy continues to
struggle, the Reid proposal appears to assume a tax hike upwards of $3 trillion, which would kill jobs and impede efforts to
grow the economy and reduce our staggering debt in the process.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 100, 7/29/11]
On The Floor, Rubio Stated That Had He Been Present He Would Have Voted No On S. 1323. Rubio: “Madam
President, had I been present to vote on the motion to proceed to consider S. 1323, I would have voted no. There is broad
consensus in Washington that a ‘balanced approach’ between spending cuts, controls, and increased revenue is the only
possible way to reduce our $14.3 trillion national debt and avert a Greek-style debt crisis. I share this perspective. As the
ongoing debt negotiations advance, Members of Congress should evaluate the components of a debt package through one
question: Will this make it harder or easier for the American people to create jobs? For my part, I have never met a job creator
in Florida that has told me they are waiting for Congress to pass another tax hike before they start growing their business.
Unfortunately, as evident by S. 1323, some in Washington believe higher revenues in a debt package should come from
massive tax increases, even at a time when the unemployment rate is 9.2 percent and 25 million Americans are unemployed or
underemployed. I vehemently disagree with this approach and will oppose a net tax increase on the economy that makes its
way into a debt reduction deal. To be clear, new revenues are an essential component of debt reduction. We can’t simply cut
our way out of this debt; we also need to grow our way out of it. The best way to do this is by increasing the number of
taxpayers gainfully employed in our economy and by easing burdensome regulations, not by raising taxes.” [Marco Rubio CR
Article 117, 7/12/11]
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S. 1323 That Would Express The Sense Of The Senate That Increased
Revenue Should Come From New Taxpayer, Not New Taxes. This amendment was an intention to express the sense of
the Senate that increased revenue should come from new taxpayers, not new taxes. “SA 534. Mr. RUBIO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 1323, to express the sense of the Senate on shared sacrifice in
resolving the budget deficit; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: At the end, add the following: SEC. X. SENSE
OF THE SENATE THAT INCREASED REVENUE SHOULD COME FROM NEW TAXPAYERS, NOT NEW
TAXES… (b) Sense of the Senate.--It is the sense of the Senate that-- (1) Washington has a spending problem, not a revenue
problem; (2) raising taxes on our fragile economy will neither create jobs nor generate significant revenue for debt reduction;
(3) increased tax revenue should come from economic growth that creates new taxpayers, not new taxes, and such revenue
increases should be dedicated to reducing the national debt; (4) to boost the economy and reduce our Nation’s unsustainable
debt in the process, Congress should pursue comprehensive tax reform in lieu of tax increases that-- (A) simplifies the tax

code and sharply reduces marginal tax rates for individuals, families, and businesses; (B) broadens the tax base; (C) ends
punitive double taxation of savings and investment; and (D) does not impose a net tax increase on the American economy.”
Rubio wrote “To be clear, new revenues are an essential component of any viable debt reduction deal. We can’t simply cut our
way out of this debt; we also need to grow our way out of it. The best way to do this is by increasing the number of taxpayers
gainfully employed in our economy and by easing burdensome regulations, not by raising taxes.” [CR S4529, 7/12/11, Marco
Rubio, National Review, 7/8/11]
Rubio Missed The Vote To Proceed On S. 1323. “Mr. KYL. The following Senators are necessarily absent…the Senator
from Florida (Mr. Rubio)” [Marco Rubio CR Article 149, 7/11/11]
Rubio Participated In A Colloquy With Senator Ayotte About The Deficit. Rubio, “If you look at the numbers, they are
absolutely startling. I think these numbers have been said before, but you cannot say them enough--$14.3 trillion of debt.
Trillion is not a number or a figure I have ever used in my life until I got to Washington. I do not know where else in the
world that applies other than in the Congress, the term trillion--$14.3 trillion is our debt. Our kids already owe $46,000. My
oldest is only 11 and already owes $46,000. Our total debt is about to reach the size of our entire economy. That is kind of the
framework in which we are operating when we discuss this. I actually think we are closer to some sort of an agreement than a
lot of people realize. I have heard the term thrown around in the last couple of days, ‘a balanced approach’ to dealing with it.
And I think there is agreement that there has to be a balanced approach. I certainly have always said you cannot simply cut
your way out of this problem. You have to have a combination of cuts and growth, growth in revenues to government. I think
the debate is--the debate is--how do you accomplish these two things. I am not going to focus so much on the cut part of it
today. I want to focus on the revenue part of it, because that is the part the President and some of my colleagues here have
focused on over the last days, this idea of getting more revenue, or this new term ‘revenue enhancers’ which is Washington
talk for more money to the government.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 136, 7/6/11]
On The Floor, Rubio Stated That President Obama Engaged In Class Warfare. Rubio: “Unfortunately, you wouldn’t
know that from the speech yesterday--the rhetoric that, quite frankly, was deeply disappointing. The idea that if we raise taxes,
as the President said yesterday, on millionaires and billionaires, raise taxes on oil companies, raise taxes on owners of private
jets, that will somehow make a difference in America’s debt in terms of having a real impact, is not only misleading, it is, quite
frankly, disappointing. It is class warfare and the kind of language you would expect from the leader of a Third World country,
not the President of the United States. I am also alarmed and worried about the speech because I think from it you can take
only two things. Either the President doesn’t truly understand the nature of the problem we face or he has decided this is a
political issue and not a policy one. I say perhaps he doesn’t understand the nature of the case because, for example, he
mentioned the corporate jet tax six different times. Yet the impact that would have is so insignificant, the White House, to this
moment, cannot give an estimate of what that means in terms of a dollar figure. Going further, by the way, it is important to
note that exact tax provision was part of the President’s now infamous stimulus plan that passed in February of 2009.” [Marco
Rubio Cr Article 121, 6/30/11]
On The Floor, Rubio Discussed His Opposition To The Presidential Appointment Efficiency And Streamlining Act
Of 2011. Rubio, “Madam President, at a time of staggering deficits, dangerously high debt, and lagging economic growth, I
oppose S. 679, the Presidential Appointment Efficiency and Streamlining Act of 2011. Our Nation is borrowing $4 billion a
day with no end in sight and we have already hit our $14.3 trillion statutory debt limit. Sadly, my State of Florida struggles with
a 10.6 percent unemployment rate, far higher than the national average of 9.1 percent. At a time when families and businesses
are hurting, the Senate has not passed a budget in over 790 days. The Senate should be focused on legislation that cuts
spending and reduces our debt, saves entitlement programs for future generations, reforms our complex Tax Code, and
reduces the crushing weight of Federal regulations on job creators. S. 679 does not accomplish any of these goals, and I cannot
support it as our Nation careens towards bankruptcy and a diminished future.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 115, 6/29/11]
Rubio Op-Ed: “I Introduced The Returned Exclusively For Unpaid National Debt (REFUND) Act, Which Would
Allow States To Return Unwanted Federal Funds To The Federal Treasury In Order To Help Pay Down Our
Staggering National Debt.” Rubio: “Recently, I introduced the Returned Exclusively For Unpaid National Debt
(REFUND) Act, which would allow states to return unwanted federal funds to the federal Treasury in order to help pay down
our staggering national debt. The REFUND Act would end the age-old “use-it-or-lose-it” mentality that encourages states to
accept money from a deeply indebted federal government for projects that are wasteful, unnecessary or that come with too
many strings attached. In essence, it would empower state legislatures to help curb Washington’s spending spree. Governors in
states such as Texas and Alaska rejected funds from the president’s stimulus bill in 2009 that came with unaffordable mandates
that ultimately would have led to higher taxes. In the same year, the Virginia General Assembly also rejected stimulus funds.
And just last month, the New Hampshire House of Representatives voted to return federal money the state would have

received to implement President Obama’s job-destroying health care law. The REFUND Act would fundamentally reform this
flaw of federal spending by ending the practice of forcing states to spend federal money. Rather, states would have the ability
to reject federal dollars while simultaneously redirecting that money back to the Treasury.” [Marco Rubio, Sun-Sentinel,
6/26/11]
Rubio Filed Amendment To S. 782 The Economic Development Revitalization Act Of 2011; Amendment Called For
Rescinding $45 Billion Of Unobligated Discretionary Appropriations And To Defund The EPA’s Regulation On
Nutrients In Florida. According to a Rubio press release, “As the Senate debates reauthorizing S. 782, Rubio has filed the
following amendments to address Americas out of control spending and a regulatory environment that is an impediment to
job creation: To rescind $45 billion of unobligated discretionary appropriations. This was formally introduced by Rubio as
S.726, the Decrease Spending Now Act. To rescind $3 billion of unobligated discretionary appropriations to cover the
expected new spending in the EDA reauthorization. To defund the Environmental Protection Agencys (EPA) latest
economically devastating regulation on nutrients in the State of Florida.” [States News Serice, 6/20/11]
Op-Ed Rubio’s Proposal Of Allowing States To Reject Federal Funds and Earmark Them As For Deficit Reduction
Made Sense; Rubio Supported Ryan Plan. Kingsley Guy of the Sun-Sentinel supported Rubio’s REFUND Act, “Currently,
if a state turns down federal funding, the money is reallocated to other states. The Florida bullet train allotment now will be
spent elsewhere, including California, whose own bullet-train project is turning into a massive black hole that will hasten the
Golden State’s bankruptcy. With a national debt of $14.3 trillion, yearly deficits in excess of $1.6 trillion, and threats by
Standard & Poors to downgrade the nation’s credit rating, this funding transfer amounts to fiscal insanity. Under the RubioRehberg legislation, federal money rejected by states would be returned to the U.S. Treasury and earmarked for reduction of
the federal deficit. Self-styled ‘progressives,’ who never met a bullet train, a hare-brained ‘green’ initiative, or a welfare program
they didn’t like, will howl. But many independents, and even some fiscally sensible Democrats, will view the Rubio-Rehberg
bill as a logical way to help reduce the hemorrhaging in the federal budget. Passage certainly wouldn’t solve the budget crisis,
but it would represent a small step in the right direction. Rubio also has demonstrated a willingness to stand up to Democrats
on Social Security and Medicare, and call for reform. He’s even expressed support for Paul Ryan’s controversial Medicare
voucher plan, which would apply to people younger than 55 years old.” [Kinsley Guy Sun-Setinel, 6/19/11]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio’s “REFUND Act” Would Do Little To Reduce The Deficit. The St. Petersburg
Times wrote in opposition to Rubio’s proposed “REFUND Ac.” “Don’t be fooled by U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio’s latest scheme
to reduce the federal deficit. His REFUND Act, introduced with U.S. Rep. Denny Rehberg, R-Mont., would have little impact
on the deficit as it shifts power from Congress to individual governors. That’s not democracy, it’s governance by fiefdom. The
Rehberg-Rubio legislation would require that federal money rejected by the states - like the $2.4 billion for high-speed rail that
Gov. Rick Scott gave back or the $120 million for food stamps and other programs the Montana legislature wanted to return must reduce the federal deficit and not be redirected to other states. The scheme reflects the tea party mantra that states must
rein in federal spending if Washington won’t. But this is a political tool that would allow governors to thwart the will of federal
officials - such as turning away health care dollars - and use debt retirement as superficial political cover. Rubio is trying to
score cheap political points when he should be devoting his energy toward meaningful solutions for reducing the nation’s
debt.” [Editorial St. Petersburg Times, 5/23/11]
Rubio Sponsored The REFUND Act Would Allow Taxpayers To Pay A Certain Part Of Their Taxes To Decreasing
The Debt.; Editorial Stated That It Was “Governance By Fiefdom.” According to CRS, the REFUND Act would allow
taxpayers to allocate a certain amount of their taxes to be used in order to pay down the national debt, “Returned Exclusively
For Unpaid National Debt Act or REFUND Act - Rescinds unwanted amounts, as identified by a state from a projected
allocation, from any federal funds required to be allocated by formula among all states that agree to use them for a specified
purpose. Prescribes a procedure by which a state legislature may identify a projected federal allocation as unwanted funds.
Requires such rescinded amounts to: (1) be deposited by the Secretary of the Treasury in the special fund account entitled
‘Gifts to Reduce Debt Held by the Public, Bureau of the Public Debt, Treasury’; and (2) be used to reduce the federal debt.” A
St. Petersburg Times Editorial said, “Don’t be fooled by U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio’s latest scheme to reduce the federal deficit.
His REFUND Act, introduced with U.S. Rep. Denny Rehberg, R-Mont., would have little impact on the deficit as it shifts
power from Congress to individual governors. That’s not democracy, it’s governance by fiefdom.” [CRS, 5/17/11; St.
Petersburg Times, 5/23/11]
Rubio Warned Of “Dire Consequences” If The Debt Issue Is Not Addressed. Rubio said “There will be dire
consequences if the debt issue is not addressed. ‘Eventually, the specter of higher inflation will erode the dollar, diminish
consumer spending power, and make it harder for families to buy cars and homes or pay tuition. And before you know it, we

will have lost the essence of what has made America exceptional for centuries. None of these scenarios are a question of ‘if,’
but rather a question of ‘when,’ unless we act now.’” [Newsmax, 4/19/11]
PolitiFact: Rubio Was “Mostly True” When He Said That Leaders Borrowed $4 Billion A Day To Grow
Government. According to PolitiFact, “Rubio’s statement was that, to pay for government growth over decades, leaders
“borrowed $4 billion a day, leaving us with today’s $14 trillion debt.” The sentence mixes a breakdown of the deficit and a
total for the debt, and the casual reader could easily confuse the two concepts. We think it would have been more accurate to
say that leaders “borrowed $4 billion a day last year to cover the deficit, pushing today’s debt to $14 trillion.” Still, the senator’s
calculation works, even though the money isn’t really borrowed every single day. Overall, we rate this claim Mostly True.”
[PolitiFact St. Petersburg Times, 4/15/11]
Rubio Said That Obama’s Plan To Reduce The Deficit Was Not A Plan; Charged That It Would Add $8 Trillion To
The Debt. What does Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., think of President Obama’s plan to reduce the deficit? So little, he doesn’t
even consider it a plan. ‘How can you call it a debt reduction proposal when it adds $8 trillion to the debt?’ Rubio said
Thursday morning on Fox and Friends. ‘All he’s basically saying is he thinks it’s a bad idea to add $12 trillion, instead we
should add 8 and we need to raise taxes on job creators. The plan won’t work, and it’s not even a plan.’ Rubio said he was
disappointed by the way budget negotiations have gone so far, adding that the short-term budget resolution coming up for a
vote in Congress ‘takes us in the wrong direction.’ Rubio’s comments came a day after Obama spoke at George Washington
University about how to reduce the long-term budget deficit. In his speech, the president called for a combination of deep cuts
in military and domestic spending combined with higher taxes on the wealthy. [The National Journal, 4/14/11]
In Wake Of The Government Shutdown Being Averted, Rubio Stated That Government Must Control Spending,
“We Are Headed For A Debt Disaster.” “Sen. Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, said a shutdown had been entirely avoidable.
He said he would have supported the House’s one-week extension with funding for the military, but he said the government
must reduce its spending. ‘Running our government on the fumes of borrowed spending is unacceptable, short-sighted and
dangerous,’ Rubio said. ‘It is time our leaders in Washington wake up and realize that we are headed for a debt disaster.’”
[Gannett News Services, 4/8/11]
Rubio Sponsored The Decrease Spending Now Act, Would Cut $45 Billion Dollars In Discretionary Spending.
According to CRS, the Decrease Spending Now Act would Rescind $45 billion of unobligated balances of current
discretionary appropriations. “Requires the Director of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to: (1) determine which
appropriation accounts the rescission shall apply to and the amount that each such account shall be reduced, and (2) report to
the Secretary of the Treasury and Congress a list of the accounts reduced by the rescission, including the amounts rescinded
from each such account.” [CRS, 4/5/11]
In A Wall Street Journal Op-Ed, Rubio Called For Spending Cuts, Balance Budget Amendment, And Entitlement
Reform. In The Wall Street Journal, Rubio writes: “will vote to defeat an increase in the debt limit unless it is the last one we
ever authorize and is accompanied by a plan for fundamental tax reform, an overhaul of our regulatory structure, a cut to
discretionary spending, a balanced-budget amendment, and reforms to save Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid. No
changes should be made to Medicare and Social Security for people who are currently in the system, like my mother. But
people decades away from retirement, like me, must accept that reforms are necessary if we want Social Security and Medicare
to exist at all by the time we are eligible for them. Finally, instead of simply raising the debt limit, we should reassure job
creators by setting a firm statutory cap on our public debt-to-GDP ratio. A comprehensive plan would wind down our debt to
sustainable levels of approximately 60% within a decade and no more than half of the economy shortly thereafter. If Congress
fails to meet these debt targets, automatic across-the-board spending reductions should be triggered to close the gap. These
public debt caps could go in tandem with a Constitutional balanced budget amendment. Some say we will go into default if we
don’t increase the debt limit. But if we simply raise it once again, without a real plan to bring spending under control and get
our economy growing, America faces the very real danger of a catastrophic economic crisis.” I know that by writing this, I am
inviting political attack. When I proposed reforms to Social Security during my campaign, my opponent spent millions on
attack ads designed to frighten seniors. But demagoguery is the last refuge of the spineless politician willing to do anything to
win the next election. [Rubio, The Wall Street Journal, 3/30/11]
Rubio Co-Introduced The Debt Buy-Down Act Of 2011. “U.S. Senators John McCain (R-AZ), Marco Rubio (R-FL) and
Congressman Jeff Flake (AZ-06) today announced the reintroduction of the Debt Buy-Down Act of 2011, which would
require the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) to include a check-off on tax forms providing taxpayers the flexibility to voluntarily
designate that up to 10 percent of their tax liability be put toward debt reduction - this bill does not ask taxpayers to sign away
any part of their potential federal refund. Our national debt recently surpassed $14 trillion and it continues to grow rapidly

every minute of every day, most recently it was reported that during the month of February our deficit topped $222.5 billion, a
one-month record. Congress cannot sit idly by while saddling future generations of Americans with an ever-growing debt and
deficit. [Rubio-Flake Press Release, 3/15/11]
Rubio Claimed That Obama Was Absent During The Budget Debate; Said That The Economy Has To Grow And
Entitlements Need To Be Addressed For The Debt To Be Reduced. “‘Here’s what’s missing in all of this, and I don’t
mean to be overly partisan,’ Rubio says. ‘The President is absolutely absent from this debate. He is nowhere to be found. He
refuses to engage.’ Obama has said throughout his political career that he was unafraid of making difficult decisions and would
fully address the country’s issues. But, ‘he has completely disengaged from this issue. He assigned Joe Biden to negotiate it for
him, and then sent Joe Biden to Russia,’ Rubio says. Two developments are necessary to ease the government’s $14 trillion
debt burden, he says. First, ‘The economy has to grow, and jobs have to be created.’ That will lead to higher tax revenue,
Rubio says. ‘Jobs are a big solution to a lot of these problems.” But regulation, high taxes and uncertainty about the debt
currently stand in the way of job creation, he says. Second, the government has to address entitlements - Medicare, Medicaid
and Social Security, which account for about 70 percent of the problem, Rubio says. ‘Those programs are going bankrupt.
Doing nothing about them isn’t an option.’” [Newsmax, 3/10/11]
Rubio Voted For A Bill That Would Have Cut Federal Spending For the Rest Of Fiscal 2011 by $61 Billion; Bill
Contained Eliminating Funds For The EPA To Enforce New Water-Pollution Regulations. “Florida’s senators split in
a vote Wednesday on legislation passed by the House that would cut $61 billion in federal spending for the rest of fiscal 2011.
Republican Marco Rubio voted for the bill and Democrat Bill Nelson voted against it. The final tally was 44 votes in favor of
the bill and 56 against. The proposal required 60 votes to pass, under a Senate agreement. It’s uncertain now how the
Republican House and Democratic Senate will resolve their dispute over how much to spend through Sept. 30. A short-term
spending bill expires March 18. Rubio called the spending cuts in the House bill ‘a drop in the bucket’ compared to the
country’s $14 trillion in debt, but a step in the right direction. He supported a provision to eliminate money that would allow
the Environmental Protection Agency to enforce new water-pollution regulations that are contentious in Florida. Rubio said
entitlement spending, which the legislation didn’t address, also must be reduced. ‘While reducing discretionary spending is an
important goal, Washington is devoting a disproportionate amount of time to a tiny slice of the budget while ignoring the fact
that continued inaction on saving Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid is bankrupting our country,’ Rubio said.”
[Tallahassee Democrat, 3/10/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Bill That Would Wind Back Discretionary Spending To 2008 Levels And Freeze It At 2008
Levels. “By Mr. INHOFE (for himself…Mr. RUBIO)… S. 360. A bill to reduce the deficit by establishing discretionary
spending caps for non-security spending; to the Committee on the Budget….Inhofe, “ Something we can do right now is
something I tried to do last year and the House Members are trying to do right now. When the President gave his message, he
talked about how he was going to freeze nondefense discretionary spending and everyone applauded, thinking that was a great
austerity program. In reality, he is talking about after he has increased it from 2008 levels to 2010 levels and then freezing in
those increases. That is what I find unreasonable. So I am reintroducing S. 360--I have a whole lot of cosponsors--to wind
back the discretionary spending to 2008 levels and then freeze it at 2008 levels. I will just tell you, briefly, what the bill does. It
reduces the nonsecurity spending to 2008 levels and will hold it there for 5 years through 2016. After that, spending will be
allowed to increase with the CPI of inflation between 2017 and 2021. The amount of money saved by this in that period of
time would be over $1 trillion.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 113, 2/16/11]
Orlando Sentinel Editorial: Rubio Was Not Willing To Do What Was Needed To Balance The Federal Budget;
Backed Away From Specifics As Election Day Approached. “We agree with Florida’s junior U.S. senator, Marco Rubio,
who said, “The president’s budget falls far short of tackling our national debt in a serious way.” But if Mr. Obama isn’t serious,
neither are the leaders in Congress from Mr. Rubio’s Republican Party. Prodded by junior members elected with Tea Party
support, they have been pushing for deeper cuts in non-defense programs for which Congress sets spending levels each year.
Mr. Rubio may have been the only GOP candidate from Florida willing to acknowledge the need for cuts to entitlements
during last year’s campaign, though he backed away from specifics as Election Day approached.” [Editorial Orlando Sentinel,
2/15/11]
Rubio Stated That The Solution To The Nation’s Debt Problem Was To Look At Entitlement Spending. “Rubio said
the solution must address entitlement programs such as Social Security, and that President Barack Obama should offer
initiatives on changing the program. ‘You can cut all the discretionary spending, the defense budget ... I’m here to tell you that
even that is not enough,’ he said.” [Tampa Tribune, 2/13/11]

Rubio Supported Rolling Back Discretionary Spending To 2008 Levels And Freeze It; Wanted To See A Fairer
System For Prioritizing Projects. In his pre-swearing in interview, Rubio said “he wants to see a fairer system for
prioritizing projects than the “earmark” process that now favors the most influential members of Congress.” [St. Petersburg
Times The Buzz Blog, 1/5/11]
Rubio Said That The Only “Thing” The Stimulus Stimulated Was The National Debt. During a debate Rubio said to
Crist, ‘You said the stimulus would stimulate the economy and create jobs,’ Mr. Rubio, a former speaker of the state house,
said in an Oct. 6 debate. ‘Unemployment in Florida is at 11.7 percent. Three million Americans have lost their job. ... The
stimulus has been a massive failure. The only thing it has stimulated is the national debt.’” [Education Week, 10/27/10]
Rubio Laid Out His Plan To Cut Federal Spending That Included Allowing Tax Payers To Designate Ten Percent
Of Their Tax Bill To Lower the Debt, Freezing For One Year The Pay Of Civilian Contractors, Banning Federal
Earmarks, And A Balanced Budget Amendment. “Republican U.S. Senate contender Marco Rubio rolled out a dozen
proposals to reduce federal spending Monday, becoming the latest Florida GOP candidate to call for shrinking government
and cutting the size of its work force. Among Rubio’s ideas is one backed by Arizona Sen. John McCain, who last month
introduced federal legislation that would allow taxpayers to designate 10 percent of their tax bill toward lowering the $13
trillion national debt. Rubio calls for cutting the size of the federal work force and freezing for one year the pay of civilian
contractors. In other parts of his plan, Rubio called for cutting the budgets of the Obama White House and Democratic-run
Congress by 10 percent, banning federal earmarks, and passing a constitutional amendment requiring Congress to approve a
balanced budget. He would give the president line-item veto power and also sunset government programs every 10 years, an
approach similar to the reviews Florida government requires for many programs and agencies.” [Orlando Sentinel, 7/27/10]
PolitiFact: Rachael Maddow’s Claim That Rubio’s Economic Proposals Would Add $3.5 Trillion To The Deficit
Was Rated As “Mostly True.” “Liberal MSNBC television host Rachel Maddow and conservative Republican U.S. Senate
candidate Marco Rubio have been locked in a two-week tit-for-tat over tax cuts and the federal deficit - all set to a background
of peppy elevator music, winks and clever one-liners. We realize we’re not going to be able to change people’s basic economic
philosophies. We’re not here today trying to disprove supply-side economics, or boost another economic thought. Based on
our analysis, we do think it’s a stretch for someone like Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell to suggest the Bush 2001
and 2003 tax cuts were revenue neutral. And yet we also see the logic in the argument that lower taxes could stimulate
investment in the economy, creating an army of new taxpayers. Rubio himself realizes spending cuts also will be necessary to
offset at least some of the tax cuts he’s proposed and to shrink the federal deficit. Rubio’s campaign announced he would roll
out ideas today in Jacksonville to cut government spending. And we’ll be ready to examine them. But in this case, we’re
sticking to Maddow’s claim that Rubio’s “economic proposals will add $3.5 trillion to the federal deficit.” The nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office says that extending the 2001 and 2003 Bush tax cuts, repealing the estate tax and continuing to
adjust the Alternative Minimum Tax for inflation will increase the federal deficit $3.4 trillion between now and 2020. That’s
right about on the mark, and measures the budget impact of only three of Rubio’s tax-cutting ideas. But we do want to leave
some leeway for the economic growth those broad-based tax reforms could generate, as well as Rubio’s spending cuts, still to
be revealed. We rate Maddow’s statement Mostly True.” [PolitiFact St. Petersburg Times, 7/26/10]

Earmarks
OPPOSITION TO EARMARKS
Rubio Voted Against Prohibiting Earmarks Not Included in Authorizing Legislation. On February 2, 2012, Rubio
voted against a Inhofe, R-Okla. amendment that would prohibit earmarks that have not been included in authorizing
legislation from being included in bills, amendments, joint resolutions and other legislative vehicles. The prohibition could be
waived only by the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the Senate. The underlying legislation would clarify that members of
Congress and their aides are covered by current Securities and Exchange Commission regulations that bar the use of nonpublic information for trading stocks and bonds. [Roll Call 9, S 2038, 02/02/2012]
Rubio Believed That The 2011 $1 Trillion Appropriations Bill Contained Earmarks. According to Sunshine State News,
“House Republicans claimed that the new $1 trillion federal appropriations bill contained no ‘earmarks’ for special member
projects. But that assertion is disputed by several GOP senators. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., was among 32 senators who voted
against the measure last weekend. Rubio spokesman Alex Conant said a chief objection of the freshman senator was the
inclusion of ‘billions in spending never requested by the authorizing committees.’ Whether that fits the classic definition of an

earmark is up for debate. But for Rubio and other critics, it’s a distinction without a difference. ‘They may not be ‘traditional’
earmarks, but they fit our definition of pork,’ Conant told Sunshine State News.” [Sunshine State News, 12/20/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored The Earmark Elimination Act With Senator McCaskill And Pat Toomey. According to the
Sunshine State News, “Florida Republican U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio is co-sponsoring a bill to permanently ban congressional
earmarks. The Earmark Elimination Act has been introduced by U.S. Sen. Clair McCaskill, D-Mo., and U.S. Sen. Pat Toomey,
R-Pa. ‘One of my first acts after being elected to the Senate a year ago was to support the moratorium on earmarks adopted by
Senate Republicans,’ Rubio said in a statement. ‘Earmarks waste hard-earned tax dollars, have eroded the public’s faith in
Washington and helped foster a culture of mindless and reckless spending.’ ‘The current freeze on earmarks is not enough,’
Rubio continued. ‘Earmarks must be banned completely to help restore taxpayers’ faith that Congress can get a grip on
spending when our national debt exceeds $15 trillion. Spending decisions in Washington should be transparent and made on
the basis of merit, not through backroom deals that favor a handful of powerful politicians. ‘I commend Senators Toomey and
McCaskill for introducing this important legislation to help stop wasteful spending, and I look forward to working to ban
earmarks once and for all,’ Rubio concluded.” [Sunshine State News, 12/1/11]
As Senator-Elect Rubio Supported The Senate’s Attempt To Ban Earmarks. “Two weeks after extolling the benefits of
earmarking, Florida Sen. Bill Nelson reversed himself, voting Tuesday for a proposal to temporarily ban the practice. The
measure was defeated 56-39, with Nelson one of just seven Democrats to vote in favor. Florida Republican Sen. George
LeMieux also voted for the ban. Nelson, in a meeting Nov. 15 with Senator-elect Marco Rubio, defended the use of earmarks
as beneficial to Florida. He singled out Miami-Dade’s bid for money to dredge its port to handle large cargo ships as an
example of how lawmakers could boost economic development by steering federal dollars back home. His remarks came as
Rubio said he backed a temporary ban. Rubio, who campaigned against earmarks, voted for a voluntary moratorium the day
after his meeting with Nelson, saying lawmakers can’t rein in the deficit if they can’t tackle earmarks.” [The Washington Post,
12/1/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Said That The Press Was Wrong When He Secured $50 Million For His Home District In 2007; Said
There Is No Accurate Figure. “Asked about press reports that he secured $50 million for his district as Florida’s House
speaker (in 2007 alone), he said the press reports were wrong. Asked for an accurate figure on the projects he funded, he said
‘there is no accurate figure.’” [Victor Schaffner, Orlando Sentinel, 9/23/10]
PolitiFact: Rubio’s Claim That The Taxpayers Would Save Between $15 To $20 Billion A Year If Earmarks Were
Eliminated Was Rated As Mostly True. “Rubio claimed that the total of earmarks was between $15 (billion) and $20
billion. During his video, Rubio did not explain what years he was referring to for that amount but his campaign provided
information about fiscal years 2008 through 2010. Taxpayers for Common Sense concluded that the amounts were between
$15.9 billion to $18.3 billion for the past three years -- all within Rubio’s range. The Office of Management and Budget
concluded the amounts were $11.1 billion, $15.3 billion and $16.6 billion -- so two of the three were within Rubio’s range. So
far, Rubio is scoring five out of six here. The CRS Congressional earmarks ranged from $10.1 billion to $12.5 billion -- all
below Rubio’s estimate. But since Rubio was within range for most of the OMB and Taxpayers for Common Sense figures, we
rate this claim Mostly True.” [PolitiFact St. Petersburg Times, 8/10/10]

HYPOCRISY
Op-Ed: Rubio Pork Increased Federal Spending. “Enough talk about cutting the federal budget. Let’s start the job in
Florida, beginning with Jacksonville’s pork. Senators Bill Nelson and Marco Rubio want to move a nuclear aircraft carrier
from Norfolk, Va., to Jacksonville. This would cost as much as $500 billion in upfront money, followed by the ongoing cost of
duplicating services at the two ports. The rationale is that all the East Coast carriers are bunched up at Norfolk, making them
more vulnerable to natural disasters and sneak attack. Close MacDill Air Force Base. We now move on to some Tampa pork.
This air base should have been shut down years ago. It is poorly situated in a dense urban area, next to major civilian airports.
Now we move to some of our pork. NASA plans to spend untold billions on a Frankenstein shuttle. It will fly twice in the
next 10 years. As yet, nobody has any idea where it will fly to.” [Mike Thomas, The Orlando Sentinel, 8/8/11]
Florida PolitiFact: Claim That Rubio Requested $43 Million In Earmarks In 2002 Was True. “A top Florida Democrat
claims that the state’s Republican U.S. Sen.-elect Marco Rubio is changing stories on budget earmarks. Rubio has become one
of the leading advocates of a proposal from Sen. Jim DeMint, R-S.C., to seek a nonbinding ban on budget earmarks among
Republicans in the chamber. ‘I think earmarks are bad for our country,’ Rubio said in an interview before Election Day. But

Rubio didn’t always think that way, says former Barack Obama Florida director Steven Schale. ‘I don’t remember Rubio
disagreeing with earmarks in the Florida Legislature,’ Schale posted on Twitter on Nov. 15 in reply to a story about Rubio
supporting an earmark ban. In a separate post, Schale offered his evidence. ‘Re: (Marco) Rubio’s support of earmark ban: In
2002 alone (a bad budget year in Florida), he requested 37 earmarks worth $43 million.’ In this case, we wanted to check
Schale’s math. Rubio served in the Florida House of Representatives from 2000 to 2008, the last two years as House speaker.
During his U.S. Senate campaign, Rubio was criticized by independent candidate Gov. Charlie Crist for requesting millions of
dollars in pork projects, which Crist said he had to veto. We’ve rated two specific claims when it comes to Rubio and earmarks
before - we called a claim that he supported $800,000 to replace the turf at a field where he played flag football Half True and
a claim that he tried to insert $1.5 million into the budget for a rowing institute Pants on Fire! Florida’s version of the earmark
was something called a Community Budget Issue Request - a budget request legislators made for local projects. They had to
file their request ahead of the budget planning process and attach their name to every request. The Legislature stopped the
practice in 2009, the year after Rubio left office. In 2002, Rubio’s third year, the Florida House requested $1.5 billion in
Community Budget Issue Requests, according to data kept by the state. To put that in perspective, the state budget that Gov.
Jeb Bush signed that year totaled $50 billion, and legislators had been warned of a tight budget. (They actually were summoned
back to Tallahassee to slash $1 billion from the budget in December 2001 to keep the state from going in the red.) Rubio’s
member budget requests for 2002 are archived on a state website, which confirms Schale’s statement. It turns out Rubio
requested more money in Community Budget Issue Requests than all but four members of the 120-member Florida House
(Democrat Gary Siplin, $65.1 million; Republican Mike Bennett, $74.8 million; Republican Bev Kilmer, $120.4 million; and
Democrat Curtis Richardson, $130.1 million).” [St. Petersburg Times PolitiFact, 11/22/10]


In 2001, Rubio Requested $101.2 Million For 92 Projects, Did Not Request Any Additional Money After 2002. “In
2001, Rubio requested even more money - $101.2 million for 72 projects - but Rubio did not make another Community
Budget Issue Request after 2002, according to the state database. Not one in six years.” [St. Petersburg Times PolitiFact,
11/22/10]

Rubio’s Complete List Of $43,697,787 Of Requested Earmarks In 2002. “Rubio requested funding for 37 projects
totaling $43,697,787. Here’s the complete list.
 $7.67 million, requested by Jackson Health System, to provide inpatient and outpatient health care services to people with
HIV/AIDS, including medications, psycho-social counseling, education and case management.
 $5 million, requested by Miami-Dade County, for an elevated, automated people-mover system connecting three elevated
stations in front of the Miami International Airport passenger terminal with the planned Miami Intermodal Center.
 $5 million, requested by Miami-Dade County Empowerment Trust, for a federally designated “empowerment zone” that
targets county, state, and federal resources to stimulate economic development in distressed, low-income areas.
 $2.25 million, requested by the city of Miami Springs, to eliminate recurring flood conditions through stormwater drainage
improvements.
 $2 million, requested by the Achievement & Rehabilitation Centers, Inc., for ARC Broward Inc., to provide intensive
therapeutic & behavioral intervention for children aged 5-12 with severe autism or related disorders.
 $1.5 million, requested by the South Florida Water Management District, for construction to permanently mitigate the
recurring flood threat.
 $1.5 million, requested by the city of West Miami, to reduce a wastewater collection system budget deficit.
 $1.3 million, requested by the city of South Miami, to complete an upgrade to the city’s stormwater drainage system to
eliminate or reduce pollutants from the direct discharge of stormwater runoff and prevent local flooding.
 $1.25 million, requested by the city of West Miami, for drainage improvements.
 $1.2 million, requested by the city of South Miami, to provide high-quality municipal water and fire protection in the city.
 $1.2 million by the city of Miami Springs, to relocate utilities to satisfy state DOT objectives at certain intersections.
 $1.18 million, requested by Jackson Health System, for residential care for adjudicated substance abusing adolescents,
including physician care, social work, nursing, psychology, medications and education.
 $1 million, requested by the University of Miami School of Medicine for programs in spinal cord injury and brain research;
to develop improved rehabilitation technologies; protect and prevent nervous system damage; and promote regeneration
and recovery of function.
 $1 million, requested by the city of Miami Springs, to eliminate infiltration in an existing wastewater treatment system.
 Two separate $1 million community budget issues, both requested by Miami-Dade County, to provide hot evening and
weekend meals to elderly residents of Miami-Dade County who are assessed as “high risk” or in danger of malnutrition.
 $900,000, requested by the city of Miami Springs, to renovate an existing multi-purpose facility.



$787,059, requested by Public Health Trust of Miami for Jackson Health System, for short-term assessment and treatment
of ajudicated minors for substance abuse, including medication, social work, education and physician care.
 $750,000, requested by RFB&D of Miami for the Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic Florida Unit, to meet the
educational needs of Florida’s print-disabled children and adults through taped and digital audio books.
 $750,000, requested by the Department of Environmental Resource Management for the Miami-Dade County DERM, for
the stormwater planning component for the C-4 Basin in north central Miami-Dade County.
 $684,690, requested by Public Health Trust for Jackson Health System, for a medical foster care program for 88 children
in state custody as an alternative to reducing institutional placements of children with chronic illnesses.
 $675,000, requested by the Miami-Dade Homeless Trust, to provide post-crisis stabilization unit out-placement in
transitional housing for chronic, mentally ill homeless persons recently discharged.
 $600,000, requested by Miami Children’s Hospital, to maintain and develop its pediatric trauma center.
 $500,000, requested by Mayors Summit of the Americas, to create permanent offices in Florida for the Mayors Summit of
the Americas, an organization of mayors of all the democratic countries of the hemisphere.
 $500,000, requested by Children’s Psychiatric Center in Miami, to provide at-risk children in kindergarten through third
grade with individual mentoring.
 $425,000, requested by the Florida Venture Foundation, to provide outreach, guidance, training, and technical support
services to minority businesses in South Florida.
 $400,000, requested by the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce, to facilitate services, trade and investment in Florida
through a statewide database, website, out-bound and in-bound missions, one-on-one appointments and seminars.
 $350,000, requested by One Nation Inc. of Miami, to help legal permanent residents become U.S. citizens free of charge,
and also conduct monthly citizenship and voter registration drives in Miami-Dade and Broward counties.
 $269,000, requested by the city of Coral Gables, for intersection improvements along U.S. 1.
 $200,000, requested by the Children’s Psychiatric Center of Miami, for an in-school program that provides therapeutic and
behavioral support to the alternative education classrooms.
 $200,000, requested by First Quality Home Care Inc. of Miami, for homebound insulin-dependent diabetics who are
unable to self-administer their insulin due to a secondary diagnosis such as blindness.
 $200,000, requested by the Achievement & Rehabilitation Centers, Inc., for ARC Broward Inc., to provide intensive
specialized behavorial intervention in home and community-based settings; and specialized homebound speech,
occupational and family therapies for children with severe autism and related disorders aged 3-18.
 $175,000, requested by Curtiss Mansion Inc., to design the renovation of the historically important home of famed naval
aviator and inventor Glen Curtiss.
 $112,500, requested by the city of South Miami, for improvements to Dante Fascell Park, including drainage in parking
lots and tennis courts, ADA-accessible playground equipment and picnic tables, resurfacing tennis and hardball courts,
and replacing or repairing individual stations along the exercise path in the park.
 $100,000, requested by Allapattah Wynwood Community and Development Center in Miami, for construction of a new
child care facility in Miami’s Allapattah Wynwood community to introduce early childhood intervention programs that
serve 100 children from low/moderate income families.
 $50,000, requested by the village of Virginia Gardens, to construct a 20-foot by 20-foot picnic shelter and concrete slab.
 $25,000, requested by the city of West Miami, to provide resources to the city’s police department to improve homeland
security.
It turns out Rubio requested more money in Community Budget Issue Requests than all but four members of the 120-member
Florida House (Democrat Gary Siplin $65.1 million; Republican Mike Bennett $74.8 million; Republican Bev Kilmer $120.4
million; and Democrat Curtis Richardson $130.1 million). In 2001, Rubio actually requested even more money -- $101.2
million for 72 projects -- but Rubio did not make another Community Budget Issue Request after 2002, according to the state
database. Not one in six years. But those aren’t the years Schale referenced. Schale said Rubio requested 37 earmarks in 2002
worth $43 million -- which he says is at odds with Rubio’s current support for an earmark ban. Schale has his math right,
according to figures kept by the state. Rubio that year ranked fifth in requests for money among Florida House members. We
rate Schale’s statement True.” [St. Petersburg Times PolitiFact, 11/16/10]
Crist Made Pork Barrel Spending Under Rubio’s Term As Speaker An Election Issue. “Crist has made a campaign
issue of the 2007 budget, Rubio’s first as speaker, which Florida TaxWatch said contained a near-record 505 ‘turkeys’ - the
state equivalent of earmarks - worth $256 million. About $47 million was for Miami-Dade County, including $800,000 for
artificial turf on youth football fields - listed under juvenile crime prevention. Crist eventually vetoed $459 million from the
budget. Rubio responds that many legislators represented Miami-Dade and he’s not responsible for every ‘member project’ -

he says he personally requested none after 2004. The 2007 House budget, he says, was lower than the budget Crist proposed
or the previous year’s state budget.” [Tampa Tribune, 10/10/10]
PolitiFact: Crist’s Claim That Rubio Attempted To Insert $1.5 Million For A Rowing Institute Into The State
Budget In 2007 Was Rated As “Pants On Fire.” “Charlie Crist says Marco Rubio attempted to insert $1.5 million for a
rowing institute into the state budget back in 2007. In a new TV ad called ‘Vetoed,’ Crist says Rubio tried to sneak millions of
dollars of earmarks and pet projects into the state budget while Rubio was House speaker. The request came from state Rep.
Ralph Poppell, R-Vero Beach, who hoped it could become a training center for the U.S. Olympic rowing team. Crist vetoed
the $1.5 million appropriation in 2007 when Rubio was speaker, and a request for $500,000 for the canal this year, after Rubio
had left the state House. We asked Poppell what role Rubio had in adding the $1.5 million to the budget. ‘I think all I did with
the speaker, if I remember correctly, I made him aware of what we were trying to accomplish,’ Poppell said. ‘I don’t think I
went to him to ask him for any special favor. In his thought, he was supportive if we could find the money to do it. ... He
believed in it, but he also was very clear we were dealing with a tight budget.’ The statement Marco Rubio tried to insert ‘$1.5
million for a rowing institute’ into the state budget. Gov. Charlie Crist, in a TV ad The ruling: PANTS ON FIRE We found
no evidence that Rubio lobbied or pushed for the money, nor that he tried to sneak it into the budget. We rate his claim Pants
On Fire!” [PolitiFact St. Petersburg times, 9/27/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Was A “Hypocrite Of The Grandest Order” When It Comes To Living Within Your Own Means.
“Democrats don’t even have to be mean to bring Rubio’s numbers down. They simply have to be factual -- which would be
damning enough. Rubio, after all, is a hypocrite of the grandest order -- a preacher of the live-within-your-means gospel who
has lived high on other people’s money for much of his own political career. He talks now of ‘runaway government,’ hoping
nobody will remember how much he spent on a members-only dining room for legislators and his own staff back when he
was House speaker in 2006. (Aside from the $119,000 for his press secretary, the hire that really made headlines was the chief
of staff Rubio decided to pay $175,000 -- more than then-Gov. Jeb Bush.) Rubio claims to oppose pork spending, hoping no
one will remember that Crist vetoed a historic $459 million from Rubio’s budget -- including $800,000 for artificial-turf
football fields for a league in which Rubio played flag football. And Rubio claims to be ready to fight the special interests,
hoping no one will remember the $100,000 worth of charges he racked up on the state GOP’s special-interest-funded credit
cards. We saw reports about everything from $600-a-week car rentals and $1,800 limousine rides to plane trips for which
Rubio double-billed both taxpayers and the Republican Party.” [Scott Maxwell, Orlando Sentinel, 9/12/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Was A Hypocrite When It Came To Spending, Tried To Earmark $800,000 For A Turf Field He
Played Flag Football On. “We start with Marco Rubio, the conservative movement’s rising star. The pundits are smitten silly
with this dimpled dynamo’s constant pledges to cut spending. There’s only one problem: It’s malarkey. Provable malarkey at
that. To believe Rubio is opposed to budget turkeys and earmarks (per his just-released 12-point plan) is to ignore the fact
that, when Rubio was state House speaker, his budget was loaded with more turkeys than a Publix freezer at holiday time. A
whopping $250 million worth during his first term, according to the fiscal watchdogs with TaxWatch. That’s more turkey than
TaxWatch found in any of the subsequent three years -- and about the same as the five years before. Quite the fiscal reformer.
What’s more, the governor at the time vetoed more of what he considered to be unnecessary spending -- a whopping $459
million -- from Rubio’s budget than has ever been vetoed in the entire history of the state. That governor, by the way, was
Charlie Crist. Among Crist’s vetoes: $800,000 for new artificial-turf football fields for Miami’s South Florida Sports League -the league in which Rubio played adult flag football. Rubio’s campaign claims none of the turkeys were really his idea. They
just happened to be in his budget. Rubio has some decent and even courageous ideas about curbing spending in his campaign
plan. It’s just that his track record doesn’t suggest there’s much chance he’ll actually do what he says” [Scott Maxwell Orlando
Sentinel, 8/1/10]
Rubio Supported Costly Renovations To The State House And A Pork-Barrel Project To A Field He Played Flag
Football On. “[State Senator] Fasano notes that it was the former speaker who was quick to sign off on millions in porkbarrel projects during his tenure, including hundreds of thousands of dollars for a new lawmaker lunchroom and multipurpose
athletic fields in Miami-Dade where he played flag football. ‘I don’t describe that kind of spending habit as conservative,’ said
Fasano. ‘It amazes me how this isn’t broadcast loud.’ The Rubio camp argues that just a small percentage of the $400,000 in
Capitol building renovations went toward upgrades to the cafeteria and that the request for new recreation fields was just part
of a larger $800,000 permanent community program designed to keep troubled youth off the streets. The new cafeteria was
billed as a way to boost efficiency by keeping lawmakers from leaving the building for lunch. Alberto Martinez, a Rubio
campaign adviser, said the budget request for the athletic-fields earmark is the ‘poster child for misinformation.’ ‘Marco never
talked about this project. It wasn’t his project. The speaker doesn’t have line-item vetoes,’ contended Martinez.” [Politico,
3/12/10]

From 2000-2008 Rubio Pushed $250 Million To Miami –Dade County. “Republican U.S. Senate front-runner Marco
Rubio brags on his Web site that he didn’t officially request budget pork in his last four years as a leader in the Florida House.
But during Rubio’s eight years in office — including the final two when he was House speaker — he unofficially helped push
loads of hometown spending: $250 million, according to a Times/Herald analysis of little-known budget documents. The
budget items linked to Rubio from 2000 to 2008 are part of a list compiled yearly by the governor’s office to track hometown
spending. Most of Rubio’s budget items benefited his home county of Miami-Dade — from a $50,000 grant sought for a
Coral Gables park to $80 million for a University of Miami genomics project. A total of $25 million in requests were vetoed by
the governor… The budget items also shed light on times when Rubio’s public job as a legislator dovetailed with his private
interests. One appropriation for Miami-Dade County was sought by lobbyists who worked at his law firm. Another item aided
a friend’s fight for a Turnpike contract. Other proposals gave big sums to Florida International University and Jackson
Memorial Hospital, where Rubio later worked as a consultant… Rubio didn’t make all his spending requests solo. Of the 119
items bearing Rubio’s name, 81 of them were co-sponsored by other legislators. Nor did Rubio bring home the most bacon
from 1999 to 2008. His former legislative counterpart, Republican Senate President Ken Pruitt, was associated with $476
million in spending projects -- almost double Rubio’s list…On his website, in a section called ‘The Facts,’ Rubio boasts:
‘During Rubio’s last four years in the House, he did not file any individual member budget requests’ While it’s true he did not
file the specific forms, the turkey list and interviews with current and former staffers and lawmakers from the House, Senate
and governor’s office indicate that Rubio -- like legislators from both parties -- placed items into the budget, even while he was
speaker. [The Miami Herald, 3/10/10]
Records Indicated That Rubio Was Connected To Earmark Requests Even Though He Did Not File An Official
Request Between 2005 And 2008. “Former Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio -- a GOP candidate for U.S. Senate -claims on his campaign Web site that “during Rubio’s last four years in the House, he did not file any individual member
budget requests.” That means that Rubio did not file an official request between 2005 and 2008 under what is known as the
Legislature’s Community Budget Issue Request. This formal process -- called CBIR -- is where lawmakers can ask for money
for both local projects or for statewide initiatives. They are the state equivalent of federal earmarks, which have become a big
source of controversy in Congress. But documents kept by the Office of Policy and Budget, which is part of the Governor’s
Office, do list Rubio’s name in connection with numerous spending items during that same time period. Sometimes Rubio was
listed with other lawmakers, but some items list his name alone. Rubio is listed as a supporter of budget items ranging from
$80 million that went to the University of Miami for a human genomics institute to $50,000 for an exhibition center in Coral
Gables. Other items include money to buy a new trolley car in South Miami, money for an elderly meals program, as well as
funds to repair a tower at the historic Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables. Rubio in 2007 was listed as backing a $300,000 item in
the state budget that would be used to air four television programs on the Golf Channel that would promote certain golf
courses in Florida. He also was listed as a supporter for a pediatric dental program as well as money for cancer research. While
many of the documents just list Rubio’s name with no other details, a $2.5 million item for cancer research states ‘per House
staff this is a priority of Speaker Rubio.’” [Sarasota Herald Tribune, 12/20/09]
Rubio’s Conservative Message Was Not Consistent With His Record; Supported A New Florida Marlins Stadium.
“Republican U.S. Senate candidate Marco Rubio is emerging as the champion of activists fed up with Republicans who don’t
stay true to conservative principles. But if those turning against Gov. Charlie Crist are looking for a pure, uncompromising
conservative, Rubio’s legislative record might give them pause. As speaker of the House, Rubio consistently presented smaller
budgets than the governor and the Senate. But he also spent eight years casting votes and cutting deals that reflect the reality
of the legislative process: Hard-line ideology rarely triumphs over compromise. The 38-year-old campaigning as an authentic,
from-the-gut conservative is the same person who spent tens of thousands of dollars to test political messages on focus
groups, gave out big staff salaries and, like Crist, favored a $60 million subsidy for a new Florida Marlins stadium.” [St.
Petersburg Times, 11/8/09]
Rubio Earmarked Millions To South Florida Including $80 Million For The University of Miami, Extra Funds To
Jackson Memorial Hospital, And $3.6 Million For A “Children’s Zone”; Was Not Able To Undo A School Funding
Formula That Has Cost South Florida Millions. “The West Miami Republican was instrumental in securing $80 million for
the University of Miami last year and helped steer extra money to Jackson Memorial Hospital. Rubio also got $3.6 million to
start a ‘children’s zone’ program in Liberty City, and he took the lead on trying to cut local property taxes, an issue that
resonated heavily in urban areas like Miami. But even with his clout, Rubio also was unable to undo a 4-year-old change to
Florida’s school funding formula, pushed through by North Florida Republicans, that has cost South Florida school districts
millions. House Democratic Leader Dan Gelber of Miami Beach, who is leaving the House because of term limits and plans to
run for the state Senate, said Rubio was hamstrung by a bad economy that limited his ability to do more for his home county.
This year’s state budget is $6 billion less than the budget approved a year ago. ‘Given the fact that Marco presided over the
barest years to begin with, I’m not sure there’s much to lose,’ Gelber said.” [The Miami Herald, 5/11/08]

Rubio Was Able To Secure $7.5 Million Extra For Miami-Dade County In His Second Session As Speaker. “Despite
cuts to health care, education and corrections, the budget includes $150,000 for the Latin American Chamber of Commerce
Film Initiative, sponsored by Rep. Carlos Lopez-Cantero, R-Miami, who is close to House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West
Miami. And a $7.5 million boost to Miami-Dade County schools magically appeared in the budget, presumably at the behest of
Rubio, who is leaving office due to term limits.” [Palm Beach Post, 5/8/08]
Despite Budget Cutbacks In 2008, Several Earmarks Were Still Passed, Including Funding To The University Of
Miami Human Genome Project And Jackson Memorial Hospital. “‘Everywhere I go, people are convinced that
someone is stealing their money,’ says state House Speaker Marco Rubio, a Republican from West Miami. But Rubio contends
it’s simplistic to suggest that Miami-Dade is getting ‘run over by other parts of the state.’ He points out that many parts of
Florida’s budget are formula-driven -- that is, they go up and down because of population growth and other factors. ‘What has
hurt us is that other areas around the state are starting to look like us; we are competing with other urban areas,’ Rubio said.
TURKEYS’ ABOUND Still, some areas of spending are left purely to the whims of whatever lawmakers are in power. Top
legislative leaders have larded the budget with millions for medical schools, research institutes and other projects that are called
‘turkeys’ a Tallahassee term for pork. These are spending items that were not requested by state agencies, or the governor, yet
wound up in the state budget anyway. For example, Rubio himself last year helped push through $80 million for the University
of Miami human genomics institute. Even that impressive number doesn’t necessarily compare well to other parts of the state,
however. Here’s why: Along with the genomics money, Miami-Dade County collected turkeys for Jackson Memorial Hospital,
school-fund subsidies and other Legislature-generated spending -- enough to total $121.4 million, or about $50.59 for every
person in Miami-Dade. Farther north, St. Lucie County received $45.1 million in turkeys -- or about $180.36 a person.” [The
Miami Herald, 4/27/08]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio’s Influence Was Able To Secure Nearly $49 Million In Pork Barrel Spending
Also Known As “Turkeys” For Miami-Dade County. “It turns out that 2007 was a particularly sneaky year. TaxWatch
identified 507 turkeys totaling $267-million, the third longest list in the 24 years the group has kept tabs. ‘The turkeys reveal
the culture that political might makes right,’ said TaxWatch president Dominic Calabro. ‘The most influential members get
what they want, whether it’s meritorious or been properly reviewed.’ Just ask House Speaker Marco Rubio, the chief critic of
local government spending. In February, he wrote a memo warning that tight budget constraints could eliminate all ‘member
projects.’ But TaxWatch identified 116 turkeys worth $49-million tied to Miami-Dade, Rubio’s home county. And that list did
not include an $800,000 line item under ‘legislative initiatives to reduce and prevent juvenile crime’ that will pay for artificial
turf on football fields operated by the South Florida Sports League. Rubio, a former league board member, plays adult flag
football there. For Rubio to cover his ballfield with state-financed artificial turf speaks to a certain schizophrenia in this year’s
pork. Many, if not most, of the projects that lawmakers tucked into the budget are aimed at helping their hometowns. There’s
the $2-million for a civic center in rural Wakulla, the $500,000 for a shooting range in Indian River, $1.3-million for a
streetscape in Fort Lauderdale, $10,000 for the ‘purple heart’ monument in Dunedin. In other words, lawmakers would hand
out goodies to the same cities and counties that House Majority Leader Marty Bowen recently accused of ‘rampant waste we
all know exists.’” [St. Petersburg Times Editorial, 5/23/07]
Rubio’s Miami-Dade County Secured $47.1 Million In “Turkeys” Within The 2007 Budget. “Rubio’s home MiamiDade County had ‘turkey’ labels attached to $47.1 million in spending, much of it stemming from a $20 million allocation to
Jackson Memorial Hospital to assist with the care of uninsured and poor residents. Other hospitals didn’t get such aid,
TaxWatch said. ‘I didn’t push any of them,’ Rubio said Tuesday, when told of Miami-Dade’s lengthy list. ‘I quite frankly am
not familiar with most of them.’ He also noted that many of the earmarks criticized by TaxWatch are for health and social
programs, or as Rubio put it, “the kind of thing that legislators would get attacked on if we didn’t fund them.’ House Speaker
Marco Rubio’s home, Miami-Dade County: Total: $47.1 million, includes: Jackson Memorial Hospital indigent care, $20
million St. Thomas University science building, $6 million Coral Gables trolley depot, $100,000 Bay of Pigs Museum, $100,000
YMCA of Greater Miami, $725,000.” [Orlando Sentinel, 5/23/07]
Rubio Said That Pork Barrel Items Are “In The Eye Of The Beholder” On Whether They Are Needed.” “Despite a
warning from Rubio at the start of the session that Florida’s hard times could jeopardize funding for local member projects –
‘turkeys,’ in Tallahassee parlance -- lawmakers found the money for ones backed by Rubio, Pruitt and others. Rubio and his
chief lieutenant, Rep. David Rivera of Miami, were strong supporters of the money for the UM genetics research institute,
arguing it is an economic development proposal that will spur the creation of jobs. Rubio also backed giving extra money to
JMH. Rubio defended their inclusion in the budget, saying it is ‘in the eye of the beholder’ whether they are needed. ‘Things
are always going to get into budgets,’ said Rubio. ‘That’s just the way it is.’” [The Miami Herald, 5/3/07]

Rubio Supported A $7 Million “Freedom Tower” At Miami-Dade Community College. “The agreement was one of
dozens the two men embraced. The pair also pledged to approve a plan pushed by Rep. Dan Gelber, D-Miami Beach, and
Sen. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, D-Pembroke Pines, to provide deep prescription discounts for another 250,000 of Florida’s
low- to middle-income seniors. But the same broad budget agreements also appeared to threaten a House proposal to spend
$7 million for Miami-Dade Community College’s bid to buy Miami’s renowned Freedom Tower. The college is negotiating
with the owners, the prominent Mas family, for the building, which served as a processing center for thousands of Cuban
immigrants. The House budget is chock-full with $300 million in such requests, known in Capitol parlance as “turkeys,”
including the $7 million Freedom Tower item inserted by South Florida House members. The expenditure, if approved, would
come several years before the time the state Department of Education was expected to recommend the college receive money
to buy property to expand its Wolfson campus, next to the Freedom Tower. Rubio pledged to keep pushing for the Freedom
Tower funds: ‘Agencies don’t always know the best way to spend the state’s money. The college needs that space.’” [The
Miami Herald, 4/29/03]
Rubio Believed That The State Should “Step Up To Bat” For Local Projects. “Two Miami Springs projects survived
Gov. Jeb Bush’s veto on Tuesday and will be included in the $50.9 billion state budget for the next fiscal year. Bush approved
$1.2 million for completion of the Miami Springs Green Beltway Bike Path and for downtown revitalization. The projects
were co-sponsored in the Legislature by Sen. Roberto Casas, R- Hialeah, and Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, whose districts
include the city. Freshman legislator Rubio, who was elected in January, said he has always believed state government ‘should
step up to bat’ for local projects.” [The Miami Herald, 6/4/00]

Government Shutdown
Rubio Voted Against Omnibus Spending Bill To Avert A Government Shutdown. On November 17, 2011, Rubio voted
against an omnibus spending bill to avert a government shutdown. According to the Chicago Tribune, “Congressional
negotiators have agreed to extend funding for many federal agencies to mid-December and others through the rest of the
current fiscal year that ends next Sept. 30 in a bipartisan move to avert any shutdown of agency operations this weekend. The
departments of Agriculture, Commerce, Justice, Transportation, and Housing and Urban Development would be funded
through the end of the current fiscal year.” Excluding emergency funding, the bill would provide roughly $19.8 billion for
Agriculture programs, $52.7 billion for Commerce, Justice and science agency programs and $55.6 billion for Transportation
and HUD programs. The measure would provide approximately $2.3 billion in emergency-relief funding. [Roll Call 208, H
2112, 11/17/2011; Chicago Tribune, 11/16/11]


Rubio Was One Of Ten Republican Senators To Vote Against The Continuing Resolution To Fund The
Government In September 2011. Rubio voted against the CR because he believed the spending proposed the fund the
government in the short term was too high. Rubio: “As I said earlier this year, we can’t keep running a government in this
dysfunctional Washington way, and I can no longer support short-term budgets that only keep government running for a
few weeks or months at a time. This spending bill goes far beyond simply dealing with disaster relief by spending at levels
that I have opposed in the past because they are unsustainable. If someone has a plan to adequately fund disaster relief
and pay for it with a reasonable offset, we should do it. My problem with the House CR is not the disaster relief money,
it’s with the overall spending level. Ultimately, I support offsetting disaster relief money, but I do not support requiring it.”
[Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 9/23/11]

Rubio Voted To Shut Down Government. On April 14, 2011, Rubio voted against legislation that would fund the federal
government through the end of September 2011, avoiding a government shutdown. The bill, a product of weeks’ worth of
negotiations, would cut almost $40 billion from current spending levels. Critics of the legislation argue that accounting
gimmicks leave the real reductions far smaller than what they appear. The bill would also ban the use of federal or local funds
for abortions in the District of Columbia. [Roll Call 61, H 1473, 04/14/2011; The Atlantic, 4/14/11]
Rubio Was Among Thirteen Voted Against The Continuing Resolution To Fund The Government. “Unless both
parties compromise on issues each feels very strongly about, an April 8 shutdown of the federal government becomes
increasingly likely, because both sides say they’ve had enough of these short-term budget extensions. ‘Continuing to fund our
government in two- or three-week increments adds uncertainty to our economy and distracts us from other urgent priorities
facing our nation. Now is the time for Democrats and Republicans to come together and find a long-term solution ...’ said
White House spokesman Jay Carney. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., went further. ‘Running our government on the fumes of
borrowed spending is unacceptable, short-sighted and dangerous,’ he said. ‘I will no longer support short-term budget plans.’

Rubio was among nine Republicans who opposed the extension. Independent Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont and three
Democrats, all liberals who want higher taxes on the wealthy and fewer cuts to social programs, also opposed it. The threeweek plan will cut $6 billion from current spending, largely through cuts in smaller federal programs as well as earmarks, or
special local projects that lawmakers insert into legislation. The House of Representatives had voted for the package Tuesday.
[McClatchy Newspapers, 3/18/11]
Rubio Voted Against Funding Federal Government. On March 17, 2011, Rubio voted against a joint resolution that
would fund the federal government through April 8, 2011. Most spending levels would be based on fiscal 2010 levels, with the
exception of adjustments contained in previous continuing resolutions and the measure. It would make $6 billion in program
reductions and eliminations, including reductions to several accounts funded in fiscal 2010 to reflect the elimination of
earmarks and the rescission of money left unspent by the 2010 Census. [Roll Call 44, S 48, 03/17/2011]
Rubio Opposed The March Stopgap Funding Bill; Bill Would Cut $6 Billion In Spending. Rubio stated that he was
opposed to another stopgap funding bill in March that would expire on April 8, 2011. The bill contained $6 billion in spending
cuts. “Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., who supported the earlier two-week spending bill, said he will not support any further shortterm bills. ‘I did not come to the U.S. Senate to be part of some absurd political theatre,’ Rubio said in a statement. ‘We simply
can no longer afford to nickel-and-dime our way out of the dangerous debt America has amassed.’” [USA Today, 3/16/11]
Rubio’s On One of His First National Interviews Since His Election Was On The Laura Ingraham Show.; Opposed
The Republican Short-Term Spending Resolution. “Sen. Marco Rubio is done with the quiet freshman act. With a
landmark spending debate engulfing Washington, the Florida Republican has, virtually overnight, launched the national profile
the conservative movement has been clamoring for. During his first national interview Monday, Rubio pounced on President
Barack Obama - from the friendly confines of Laura Ingraham’s conservative radio show. He blasted a statement to the media,
pledging to vote against the Republicans’ short-term spending resolution and calling it a ‘nickle-and-dime’ approach. And he’s
vowed to vote against everything that comes through the Senate unless it deals with addressing the $14 trillion debt crisis.
[Politico, 3/15/11]
Rubio Called Short Term Funding Fixes “Political Theatre.” “Marco Rubio’s got star power, but the freshman senator
says he didn’t come to Washington for ‘some absurd political theatre.’ The Florida Republican pledged Monday that he would
not vote for any more short-term spending bills, including one proposed by House Republicans Friday that would fund the
government for three weeks and includes $6 billion in savings. ‘I commend the efforts of House and Senate Republican
leaders to deal with this, but I did not come to the U.S. Senate to be part of some absurd political theatre. I will no longer
support short-term budget plans,’ Rubio wrote on the conservative blog Red State. ‘While attempts at new spending
reductions are commendable, we simply can no longer afford to nickel-and-dime our way out of the dangerous debt America
has amassed.’ [Politico, 3/14/11]
Rubio Claimed That Obama Was Absent During The Budget Debate; Said That The Economy Has To Grow And
Entitlements Need To Be Addressed For The Debt To Be Reduced. “‘Here’s what’s missing in all of this, and I don’t
mean to be overly partisan,’ Rubio says. ‘The President is absolutely absent from this debate. He is nowhere to be found. He
refuses to engage.’ Obama has said throughout his political career that he was unafraid of making difficult decisions and would
fully address the country’s issues. But, ‘he has completely disengaged from this issue. He assigned Joe Biden to negotiate it for
him, and then sent Joe Biden to Russia,’ Rubio says. Two developments are necessary to ease the government’s $14 trillion
debt burden, he says. First, ‘The economy has to grow, and jobs have to be created.’ That will lead to higher tax revenue,
Rubio says. ‘Jobs are a big solution to a lot of these problems.” But regulation, high taxes and uncertainty about the debt
currently stand in the way of job creation, he says. Second, the government has to address entitlements - Medicare, Medicaid
and Social Security, which account for about 70 percent of the problem, Rubio says. ‘Those programs are going bankrupt.
Doing nothing about them isn’t an option.’” [Newsmax, 3/10/11]
Rubio Voted Against Democratic 2011 Budget Continuing Resolution. On March 9, 2011 Rubio voted against a
Democratic substitute amendment to a House passed continuing resolution that would fund the government through
September 2011. The Democratic substitute amendment, introduced by Sen. Inouye, aimed to cut domestic spending by $5
billion, compared to $57 billion in the House version. According to the Boston Globe, “The defeat of both bills was
orchestrated by Senate leaders, who sought to illustrate the gulf between the parties’ ideologies over government priorities and
deficit reduction.” [Roll Call 37, H 1, 03/09/2011; Boston Globe, 3/10/11]
Rubio Voted For House Republican 2011 Budget Continuing Resolution. On March 9, 2011 Rubio voted in favor of
H.R.1, the Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act that would fund the government through September of 2011. The

Republican backed CR passed the House in February but was voted down by the Senate in March along with a substitute
amendment introduced by Democrats on the same day. House Republicans who introduced the bill sought $57 billion in
domestic spending cuts while Democrats aimed for $5 billion. According to the Boston Globe, “The defeat of both bills was
orchestrated by Senate leaders, who sought to illustrate the gulf between the parties’ ideologies over government priorities and
deficit reduction.” [Roll Call 36, H 1, 03/09/2011; Boston Globe, 3/10/11]
Rubio Voted To Fund Federal Government. On March 2, 2011, Rubio voted for a joint resolution that would fund the
federal government through March 18, 2011. This resolution would cut $4 billion in federal spending while giving lawmakers
more time to make a final decision on 2011 funding levels. The bill would also eliminate funding for earmarks that were
included under the continuing appropriations law that expires on March 4. [Roll Call 29, S 44, 03/02/2011; The New York
Times, 3/1/11]

Senate Democratic Budget
Rubio Asserted That None Of The Major Issues Facing The United States Were Solved By Obama And That The
Government Had Not Had A Budget “In Almost Four Years.” According to MSNBC, “Florida Sen. Marco Rubio on
Wednesday asserted that none of the major issues facing the United States have been solved during Barack Obama’s
presidency. ‘This nation and this political process has not solved one single major issue in the last three and a half to four
years. In fact, it’s been incapable of even passing a budget,’ said Rubio in a speech here to the Latino Coalition Economic
Summit. ‘The single largest organization in the world -- a $3.8 trillion endeavor called the United States government -- has not
had a budget in almost four years.’” [MSNBC, First Read, 5/23/12]
Rubio Co-Signed A Letter To Harry Reid To Make The Senate Democratic Budget Public. “Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL),
Ranking Member of the Senate Budget Committee, along with Sens. Jim DeMint (R-SC), David Vitter (R-LA), Marco Rubio
(R-FL), Ron Johnson (R-WI), Rand Paul (R-KY), and Kelly Ayotte (R-NH), today sent a letter to Majority Leader Harry Reid
urging him to make public the Senate Democratic budget, as it has now been 799 days since the Senate has passed a budget
plan for the nation. The Senators who previously pressed for the cancellation of the July 4th recess and opposed holding a
cloture vote on the Libya resolution warned that they would reserve the right to object if the Senate continued to spend its
time on matters not related to the budget or debt.” [States News Service, 7/7/11]
Rubio Said That Both Parties Shared Blame For Big Spending. ‘Florida’s new senator-elect says both parties have been
to blame for out-of-control government spending and that lawmakers owe it to the voters to make a course correction. In the
weekly Republican radio and Internet address, Marco Rubio says the midterm elections were a ‘loud and clear’ message from
voters that ‘enough is enough.’ Rubio says it would be a mistake for Republicans to misread the election as an embrace of the
GOP. He says it’s actually ‘a second chance for Republicans to be what we said we were going to be.’ He says America’s
current direction ‘is nothing short of a path to ruin.’ Rubio promised that Republicans will behave as ‘public servants who
understand that re-election is simply a byproduct of good public service and good ideas.’” [Associated Press Wire, 11/6/10]

MISCELLANEOUS
Rubio Voted Against Overhauling the United States Postal Service. On April 25, 2012, Rubio voted against legislation
that would overhaul the United States Postal Service. According to the New York Times, “The Senate on Wednesday
overcame opposition from several Republicans and passed legislation that would overhaul the financially ailing Postal Service,
voting weeks before the agency plans to begin closing thousands of post offices and consolidating hundreds of processing
centers to cut costs. […]The bill would provide retirement incentives for nearly 100,000 of the post office’s 547,000 workers.
It also would allow the agency to study the elimination of Saturday deliveries if it could not cut costs in the next two years, and
it would free up the agency to offer a broader range of revenue sources like delivering beer and wine for retailers. The agency
would also recoup more than $11 billion that it had overpaid into one of its pension funds. Perhaps most significant, the bill
would restructure the payments the agency makes into a health benefits fund for future retirees. Under a 2006 law, the agency
has to pay $5.5 billion annually into the fund, which the Postal Service said had added $20 billion in debt to its balance sheet
since 2007. The bill would lower the amount of the prepayments and allow the agency to stretch them out over 40 years. The
Postal Service is the only federal agency that prepays its future retiree health obligations.” [Roll Call 82, S 1789, 04/25/2012]

Florida Budgets
Rubio Supported Governor Rick Scott’s Budget, Called It “Bold.” “Sen. Marco Rubio in a radio interview this morning
said he had not read the fine details of Gov. Rick Scott’s budget but commended him for a ‘bold’ effort to address the state’s
fiscal blackhole. ‘I think he’s trying to take on a dramatic shortfall, that not only Florida is facing but all these states are facing,’
Rubio said on Central Florida’s Morning News. ‘He’s dealing with it head on. I think the governor s job is to set the agenda
and I think he’s clearly set the agenda through this budget. And I trust the legislative leadership is going to go through that
now and turn it into a workable budget that accomplishes the dual goals of giving people the government they can afford and
deserve and at the same time ensuring that the state is on solid fiscal ground.’ Rubio’s outlook is more encouraging than the
reaction on the ground in Tallahassee, where lawmakers are complaining about a lack of detail and worrying about the impact
of such deep cuts.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 2/9/11]
PolitiFact: Rubio’s Claim That He Proposed Smaller Budgets Than Crist Was Rated As “Mostly True.” “All this
budget talk started with an argument over earmarks in the budget, and more generally, who can stake a claim to being the
better fiscal conservative -- Charlie Crist or Marco Rubio. Rubio says the House budgets he proposed in 2007 and 2008 were
‘leaner budgets than the governor offered.’ Rubio is largely right, though his claim could use a little additional information. In
2007, the budgets offered by Rubio and Crist ultimately were pretty similar, with the difference being just about $500 million
in a budget totaling more than $70 billion. The budgets in 2008 were significantly different, however, primarily because Crist
wanted to use trust funds to help balance a bigger budget. Rubio advocated cutting state spending to make the budget smaller.
It’s also worth noting that state revenue projects took a turn for the worse in between when Crist proposed his budget in
2008, and when Rubio and the House proposed theirs. We find this claim to be Mostly True.” [PolitiFact St. Petersburg
Times, 10/8/10]

2008-2009 BUDGET
Rubio Voted For Budget Cuts and Tuition Hikes. On May 1, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that provides moneys for
annual period beginning July 1, 2008, & ending June 30, 2009, to pay salaries, & other expenses, capital outlay - buildings, &
other improvements, & for other specified purposes of various agencies of state government. According to the St. Petersburg
Times, “for universities and community colleges, they are recommending a 6 percent tuition hike for Florida undergraduates
that Crist says he will approve for fall 2008. Meanwhile, a ‘differential tuition’ approved last year for the University of South
Florida will allow officials to charge up to 30 percent more to new undergraduates on the main campus. UF, Florida State
University and likely the University of Central Florida and Florida International University also will be able to charge a
differential. The revenue will help universities that lost tens of millions of dollars because of the state budget deficit, but
college classrooms will be more crowded and the course offerings more scarce.” The St. Petersburg Times adds, “Everglades
Budget appropriates $50 million, half of last year’s total.” [HB 5001 – Appropriations; St. Petersburg Times, 5/4/08; Florida
House of Representatives]
Rubio Voted To Implement State Appropriations. On May 1, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that provides the statutory
authority necessary to implement and execute the General Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2008-2009. The statutory
changes are effective for only one year and either expire on July 1, 2009 or revert to the language as it existed before the
changes made by the bill. According to the Palm Beach post, included in the bill is, “state plans to privatize the care of
tuberculosis patients -- a move that would likely mean the closure of A.G. Holley Hospital in Lantana, according to the budget
given final approval by the state House Thursday night […] The legislature is calling on the state Health Department to hire a
private firm to build and operate a 50-bed hospital to care for patients with active tuberculosis.” [Palm Beach Post, 5/2/08;
HB 5003 – Implementing the 2008-2009 Appropriations Act; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/4/08]
Rubio Passed A $66.2 Billion Budget That Included $4 Million In Cuts To Schools And Medicaid. “Lawmakers
fulfilled their only constitutional mandate by passing a $66.2 billion balanced budget that reflected a spiraling economy and
plunging state revenues. It also reflected an election-year pledge by Republican leaders not to raise taxes and a staunch refusal
to go along with Democratic demands to close sales tax loopholes for special interests or dig deeper in state reserves, including
a $1.3 billion ‘rainy day’ fund set aside for emergencies. The result was more than $4 billion in budget cuts that mostly targeted
school children and Medicaid patients. The spending plan left most state workers, except for 1,500 state troopers, without a
pay raise. It also cut per-student spending in public schools by 1.8 percent and promises to sock community college and
university students with a 6 percent tuition increase. ‘The budget of the state of Florida was balanced, it was balanced without

raising taxes, without using gambling money, which was a priority of the House,’ Rubio declared after the ceremonial drop of a
handkerchief that signals the end of legislative sessions.” [The News-Press, 5/3/08]
Fort Myers News Press Editorial: The 2008 Budget Had Brutal Cuts To Department Of Children And Families,
Only A Quarter Of What Was Spent The Year Previously For Everglades Restoration, And A Tax Credit For Parents
Of Adopted Children Ended. “With the financial crunch in Tallahassee, there were certain to be lots of losers in this year’s
state budget. Because of declining revenues, the budget had to drop $5 billion, to $65 billion, an actual 7 percent decline in
spending. But we are appalled at the cuts now being faced by agencies and programs serving some of our most vulnerable
citizens, coming as they do during an economic slump that increases the demand for many such services. Another blow is cuts
to the state’s already underfunded K-12 education. In particular, we are shocked that this has happened without any borrowing
from the $1.4 billion Budget Stabilization Fund, the state’s so-called rainy-day fund, to soften the effects of the cuts. If this
isn’t rainy weather, what is? This ‘restraint,’ and House Speaker Marco Rubio’s boasting about it, are preposterous. Especially
bad: More than $100 million in cuts to the Department of Children and Families budget of almost $3 billion, despite
increasing demand for the department’s crucial services - including child protection. If protective investigator positions are cut,
children will die. Another atrocity: Subsidies for parents of adoptive children may evaporate. This is as deadly a prospect as
abuse investigator cuts. Neglected and abused children need stable adoptive homes for their long-term development. They
may not survive in abusive homes and cannot thrive long-term in foster care. Some things we like: Highway Patrol troopers
will get a long-overdue raise, still inadequate but part of a desperate fight to retain officers for that agency. And the House
finally found $50 million for Everglades restoration, only a quarter of what was spent this year but enough to keep alive the
state’s commitment to a fundamental environmental reform. But overall, the pain is worse than it needs to be. It is very late in
the day. The budget needs to be on lawmaker’s desks by Thursday.” [Fort Myers News-Press, 4/29/08]
Florida’s Budget Faced Major Cuts During The 2008 Session. “MAJOR CUTS FOR FLORIDA GOVERNMENT
Facing a souring economy that has caused state revenue to plummet, lawmakers agreed on a $66 billion budget, about $4
billion less than current state spending. Here are some of the included cuts, which take effect July 1: * 6 percent tuition
increase for university and community college students. * No pay raises for most state workers, although Florida Highway
Patrol troopers will receive a 5 percent pay increase Oct. 1. * State lawmakers, who earn $31,932 a year, take a 5 percent pay
cut -- about $1,600 per year. Governor and Cabinet salaries are not cut. * Per-student funding cut of about $140 for public
schools, representing one of the largest cuts for the state’s school districts in decades. * Loss of hundreds of jobs in the
criminal justice system, including 199 probation officers and 259 workers in state attorney’s offices. * $163 million cut in
Medicaid payments to nursing homes. Hospitals will lose more than $255 million in Medicaid payments.” [Sarasota Herald
Tribune, 4/28/08]
In 2008, Rubio Bowed To Pressure And Used $300 Million From Reserves To Pay For Medicaid. “Bowing to
pressure, House and Senate budget negotiators used $300 million from reserves Wednesday to erase sharp cuts planned for a
pair of health programs serving 40,000 critically ill and elderly Floridians. The cash infusion keeps alive for another year the
state’s Medically Needy program and Medicaid Aged and Disabled coverage, which had been included in about $1 billion in
proposed cuts to health and human services programs. Even after adding the extra cash, lawmakers are carving deeply into
health and social programs and education to offset an expected $3 billion drop in tax collections caused by the slumping
economy.” [Orlando Sentinel, 4/24/08]
Rubio Voted For Publishing Budgets Online. On April 28, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that requires the same level of
budget detail and disclosure to residents in counties, municipalities whose budgets are over $1 million, and special districts
whose revenues exceed $250,000. Those local governments whose budgets do not meet the Distinguished Budget Presentation
Award criteria established by the Government Finance Officers Association are required to present a complete financial plan
by fund and by spending entity within each fund for the fiscal year. The Palm Beach Post reported that “‘if we don’t pass
something, how can we continue to say that we believe in property tax reform?’ Rubio said. He said he hoped that Senate
leaders would at least consider a bill that would require local governments to post budgets online. Rubio said he wouldn’t
force the Senate’s hand to act on the property tax bills by holding other Senate bills to ‘trade’ for the property tax changes.”
[Palm Beach Post, 4/23/08; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/14/08; CS/HB 7123 – Government
Accountability & Efficiency]
Rubio Voted For Office Closing. On April 10, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that eliminates requirement for location of
Division of Certified Public Accounting offices in Gainesville. The department estimates annual cost savings in trust funds of
$268,326 associated with no longer maintaining staff in Gainesville. [HB 5053 – Division of Certified Public Accounting;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/3/08]

Rubio Assigned House Staff To Draft A Constitutional Language That Would Cap Government Growth; Conceded
That Florida May Dip In Its Rainy Day Fund. “In the face of multibillion-dollar spending cuts contemplated for health
care and schools, House Speaker Marco Rubio is pushing a plan that could curtail state and local government spending even
more. Rubio, R-West Miami, has assigned House staff to draft constitutional language that would cap government growth,
similar to the proposal that the state’s taxation reform commission will try on Friday to put on the November ballot. The idea
is modeled after Colorado’s “Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights” and would cap state and local spending at the rate of inflation and
population growth, plus 1 percent, and require public votes on any tax increases. For weeks, the West Miami Republican has
lobbied members of the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission to forward the idea of a hard cap on revenue growth to
voters. But the panel has been gridlocked over its potential $1.2 billion state budget impact by 2010. ‘It’s a bad year when
you’ve got these kinds of cuts before the Legislature to say, ‘We’re going to cut you some more,” said Wayne Blanton,
executive director of the Florida School Boards Association. Rubio, though, said the timing for a cap was ideal “because it’s a
year that reminds us that had we had one in place we wouldn’t be going through these budget cuts right now. ‘Had
government been limited in its growth, we would not have to do the reductions in spending that we’re having to do this year,’
he said. However, prospects of lawmakers passing a cap aren’t good. Rubio on Monday conceded that the state’s dire straits
could require dipping into Florida’s ‘rainy day’ fund for as much as $1.7 billion later this year to balance the budget. But that
hasn’t affected the tax-cutting zeal in the House.” [Orlando Sentinel, 4/2/08]
Rubio Dropped His Opposition Using The State’s Reserves To Fund Florida’s Budget Gap. “House leaders Monday
dropped their opposition to tapping long-term reserves to help cope with the state’s budget crisis but said they would use that
option only for an emergency. That could be a hurricane or a further decline in the state’s slumping economy, said House
Speaker Marco Rubio. It would take only a slight dip in the state’s financial situation, though, to trigger the plan Rubio and
Rep. Ray Sansom, the House’s top budget-writer, outlined. It would let a special legislative panel take up to $1.7 billion from
‘rainy day’ funds if needed to pay the state’s bills after the Legislature adjourns in early May. ‘That money is there for certain
times, and we made the determination that those times are now,’ Sansom said at a news conference. The proposal by Rubio,
R-West Miami, and Sansom, R-Destin, is an indication Republican lawmakers, who control both chambers, are running out of
spending to cut as they try to balance the budget in the face of declining tax revenues. Democrats and Gov. Charlie Crist,
although a Republican, previously had urged using long-term reserves to offset some of the revenue losses. GOP legislative
leaders until now have focused almost exclusively on spending cuts. Two weeks ago, Sansom likened the state to a family that
has to cut its expenses because it simply can’t write checks for everything it wants to spend money on. Rubio, however, said
Republican leaders decided to drop their opposition to using the reserves because of growing and unprecedented uncertainty
about Florida’s economic situation. Florida’s economy could be affected by global and national financial markets outside the
state’s control, he said.” [The Associated Press, 4/1/08]
Rubio Supported Cutting The Budget Of Florida’s Cultural Affairs Division By Almost $10 Million. “Local museums
and cultural venues could be forced to raise admission costs and slash their exhibitions and community programs because of
the state’s budget crunch. State lawmakers are contemplating dropping the budget of the Cultural Affairs Division from $14.4
million last year to as low as $5 million. Cultural attractions such as the Kravis Center, the Norton Museum of Art, SunFest
and art at local colleges are looking at grant losses totaling millions of dollars next year. And arts groups warn that would hurt
both arts patrons and the local economy. ‘That sounds pretty dramatic,’ said Tom Gregersen, cultural director with the
Morikami Museum near Delray Beach. ‘Those are mighty substantial cuts.’ Last year, Palm Beach County organizations
received $4 million out of the state’s $14 million grant till. St. Lucie County was awarded $944,000; Martin County grants
totaled only $15,000. The Senate plan would cut about a third of the last year’s budget, to $10 million; the House would cut
two-thirds, to $5 million, a fact that House Speaker Marco Rubio was unapologetic about Monday. ‘I’ve started getting cultural
affairs letters about what a travesty it’s going to be that we’re not going to fund cultural programs this year,’ Rubio said. ‘Well,
you know, obviously I don’t have anything against cultural programs. But we certainly aren’t going to pick them over life-anddeath issues.’ The House is looking for a 10 percent cut in the state’s budget, totaling about $5 billion.” [Palm Beach Post
4/1/08]
Rubio’s 2008 House Budget Contained No Raises For State Employees Except Some Longevity-Retention Money
For Florida Highway Patrol Troopers, No Tax Increase, And Allowed Crist To Tap Into The State’s Rainy Day
Fund. “House leaders rolled out a $65.1 billion budget with no pay raises for state employees Monday, along with a stop-gap
plan to let Gov. Charlie Crist use reserves and trust funds if Florida’s tax collections continue to fall short. Sansom and
Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, said the proposal is a 9.6 percent reduction from the budget initially passed by the
Legislature a year ago. Lawmakers last week came up with a long list of severe cuts in social services for the start of HouseSenate budget negotiations that will dominate the second half of the 2008 session. He and Sansom said not raising taxes and
limiting use of one-time money for ongoing expenses will put the state in a better position for economic recovery. Without
conceding any political retreat, the House leaders made a key concession on use of trust funds. Sansom proposed to let Crist

tap the $1.3 billion Budget Stabilization Fund, the state’s rainy-day reserve, and the Lawton Chiles Endowment, which uses the
state’s tobacco settlement money for a variety of health programs. Under Sansom’s planned budget amendment, the governor
could ask the Legislative Budget Commission to use half of the stabilization fund - about $700 million - if the state’s reserve
fund fell below $200 million. If that wasn’t enough, he could ask the LBC to move $1 billion from the Chiles Endowment. ‘I
don’t anticipate that we will get to the $200 million in the working capital, or the buffer as we call it, but if we do, it would give
the discretion to the governor,’ said Sansom. Under the House budget, state job rolls would be trimmed by about 3,000
positions but the leaders said they do not expect major layoffs. The Senate is not planning raises in its version of the budget,
which envisions eliminating 2,549 job slots. Rubio said the only new salary money in the budget will be some longevityretention money for Florida Highway Patrol troopers, to prevent losing officers to city and county police agencies.”
[Tallahassee Democrat, 4/1/08]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of $512 Million In Budget Cuts. On March 12, 2008, Rubio voted in favor of cutting $512 million
from the state budget, mostly from education. According to the Sun-Sentinel, “Democrats on Wednesday voted against $512
million in state budget cuts. […] But the Republican-dominated Legislature approved the cutbacks on party line votes. […]
Public schools would be hit the hardest, with a $350 million reduction. Funding for nursing homes would be trimmed by $139
million, cutting the time that nursing home staff would have to spend with patients who are getting state-supported care. The
state judicial system would be cut $48 million, though no layoffs or unpaid furloughs of court workers are expected.” [HB
7009 – Special Appropriations; Sun Sentinel, 3/13/08]
Florida 2008 Tax Receipts Were Between $3.1 And $3.2 Billion Less Than Projected, Rubio Called It An “Economic
Crisis” And Not A “Budget Crisis.” “Florida is likely to take in about $3 billion less in tax collections this fiscal year and
next than previously expected, foreshadowing a brutal session in budget-chopping during the coming weeks. High energy
costs, a failing housing market, a weak credit market and other dark economic forces are combining to drive down general
revenue, said state analysts who broke the bad news late Tuesday. That means lawmakers will face a shortfall in 2008-2009 of
somewhere between $3.1 billion and $3.2 billion in general revenue needed just to maintain the current level of state services,
said Ray Sansom, chairman of the House Policy and Budget Council. That assumes, he said, that Gov. Charlie Crist approves
the $512 million package of cuts for the current fiscal year that lawmakers negotiated last week and are poised to adopt today.
If those cuts to education, health care, the courts and other areas take effect, lawmakers will have enough money in reserve to
cover expenses without having to slice again into the 2007-2008 budget. Tuesday afternoon, House Speaker Marco Rubio
characterized Florida’s situation as ‘an economic crisis’ not a ‘budget crisis.’ ‘These budgetary numbers that you are seeing
today are a reflection of an economy that’s suffering, not a government that suffering,’ Rubio told reporters. ‘This is a
symptom of a larger disease, which is a national economic downturn which is disproportionately affecting Florida.’ Rubio said
he was wrong last week when he warned lawmakers on the opening day of session that ‘Floridians would wake to the news
that we have $4 billion less than we thought we would have, just a year ago.’ Turns out, he said, ‘it’s $4.5 billion less.’” [Tampa
Tribune, 3/12/08]

2007 SPECIAL SESSION
Rubio Indicated That More Cuts Would Occur After A Report Was Published That Florida Would Have a $1 Billion
Shortfall For Fiscal Year 2008. “Florida’s budget problems are going from bad to worse. With the housing market
continuing to slide, economists said Wednesday the state faces an additional $1 billion shortfall in tax dollars this fiscal year -and also will collect about $1.4 billion less than expected next year. The new numbers come little more than a month after
lawmakers held a special legislative session to close a $1 billion shortfall, primarily by cutting the budget. The numbers could
be the first step in another round of cuts to programs such as education and health care. House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West
Miami, issued a statement that indicated more cuts likely would be coming. ‘We are prepared again to take whatever steps are
necessary to keep the state budget balanced while providing essential services to the citizens,’ Rubio said.” [Daytona Beach
News-Journal, 11/15/07]
Rubio Did Not Vote On 2007-2008 Appropriations Bill. On October 12, 2007, Rubio did not vote on a bill that provides
appropriations and reductions in appropriations for the 2007-2008 fiscal year, to pay salaries, and other expenses, capital outlay
- buildings, and other improvements, and for other specified purposes of the various agencies of state government, etc.
According to the Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel, “Florida legislators gaveled their third special session of 2007 to a close after
cutting $1.1 billion from the state budget. Within 10 minutes, they began their fourth special meeting of the year, this one
aimed at cutting property taxes.” [Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel, 10/14/11; SB 2C - Special Appropriations; Florida House of
Representatives]

Editorial The Stuart News: Rubio Agreed To $790 In Proposed Cuts Behind Closed Doors, Included $138 Million
For Public Schools And $138 Million For Hospitals. “Legislative leaders’ use of closed-door meetings runs counter to
principle of open government. While it’s doubtful Florida legislative leaders ever resort to such cloak-and-dagger language,
they’ve sure been employing a cloak-and-dagger method. Far too much of the people’s business is being conducted in secret -far removed from the scrutiny of taxpayers and the media, as well as a majority of legislators. Here’s how it works. House
Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, and Senate President Ken Pruitt, R-Port St. Lucie, and their lieutenants meet behind
closed doors and hammer out agendas and agreements in advance of a special session. In many cases, key issues are resolved
even before fellow lawmakers have had an opportunity to discuss, debate and vote on them. Legislative leaders rationalize the
secretive deal-making process as a way to streamline the session. Unfortunately, the practice flies in the face of Florida’s stated
and constitutional commitment to open government. Only days before the special session that convened Wednesday, Rubio
and Pruitt agreed to $790 million in proposed budget cuts, including $138 million for public schools and $185 million for
hospitals. [Editorial Stuart News, 10/10/07]
During A Special Session On Cutting The State Budget Rubio Led On Raising College Tuition By Five Percent And
Cutting A 6 Per-Student Increase For Public Schools that Were Approved In Spring 2007. “The Legislature’s attention
now turns to property taxes with Republican leaders expected later today to announce a final deal on fixing a $1.1 billion
shortfall in the state’s $71 billion plus budget. House Speaker Marco Rubio of West Miami and Senate President Ken Pruitt of
Port St. Lucie are expected to announce a resolution of minor differences later today. The deal includes raising university and
community college tuition by 5 percent and cutting a more than 6 percent per-student increase for public schools that
lawmakers approved this spring by about $100 per student.” [The News-Press, 10/8/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio Slashed Funding Across The State, Even Rubio Paid A Budget Consultant $10,000 A Month Who Did
Not Produce Any Written Work During The September 2007. “Even as House Speaker Marco Rubio’s House cut $5,000
from the Florida Supreme Court chief justice’s discretionary fund and $1,828 to Nova Southeastern University to help balance
the state’s budget, he continues to pay a well-connected GOP consultant $10,000 a month, even though she produced no
written work in the month of September. Donna Arduin, once former Gov. Jeb Bush’s budget chief, was rehired by Rubio, RWest Miami, starting Sept. 1. He had paid her firm $70,000 for seven months of work, ending in June, to help articulate his
plan to reduce or eliminate homestead property taxes and instead raise the sales tax. This time her job is to provide ‘consulting
services’ on the budget cut bill that passed the House Friday. But she has provided no written reports, analyses or
recommendations since her contract was renewed, according to Rubio’s office. The only document she turned over to the
House was a single-page summary explaining that she had ‘provided consulting services’ and that her firm ‘continues to
participate in meetings and provide ongoing advice’ regarding the budget and Florida’s economy and is working on a
‘diagnosis of Florida’s economic competitiveness.’ In a $71 billion budget, Arduin’s $10,000-a-month contract accounts for
only a tiny fraction. Yet House budget writers zoomed in on amounts well below that threshold in making cuts in an attempt
to plug a revenue shortfall of about $1.1 billion. The attorney general’s office, for instance, was told to dip into the Crime
Stoppers Trust Fund to pay $2,380 to help provide victim services and $300 to pay for personnel work. The Department of
Corrections was told to cut $8,021 of overtime from its ‘public service work squads,’ $2,691 from its maintenance budget for
‘offender management’ programs and $16 from a contracts section of its computer budget. “It is probably not the wisest of
budget decisions, especially given the fact that the Republican legislature just voted to cut funding for schools,” state
Democratic Party spokesman Mark Bubriski said. ‘And second, if she’s the one that recommended the cuts to education, she
should be fired anyway.’ Before working for Bush, Arduin served in similar roles for Republican governors in Michigan and
New York. And she recently was named to Republican presidential hopeful Mitt Romney’s new 12-member Fiscal Discipline
Policy Advisory Group.” [S.V. Date Palm Beach Post, 10/8/07]
Rubio Voted For Implementing The Special Appropriations Bill. On October 12, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that would
implement the state’s appropriations. According to the Associated Press, “House and Senate budget leaders Monday finalized
an agreement to cut about $1.1 billion in state spending. The two legislative chambers will vote on it Friday in what should be
a mere formality. The two leaders resolved a couple remaining differences between the House and Senate and put aside
budget-cutting long enough to increase spending for a few issues including special elections, farm-to-fuel grants and roof
repairs for a courthouse. Friday’s votes will close out a special session called in response to a shortfall in tax revenue due
mainly to a slump in Florida’s real estate market.” [SB 4C – Special Appropriations Implementing Bill; Associated Press,
10/8/07]
The Rubio Backed Budget Cuts Included $500 Million On Healthcare Spending, $400 Million On Public Schools,
Community Colleges, And State Universities. On the budget that was passed during the October special session, “Here’s
what has been agreed to by both the House and Senate: A 5 percent tuition hike in January for all community college and

university students. Crist, who earlier this year vetoed a tuition hike, hinted Friday he might support it this time around.
Cutting healthcare spending by nearly $500 million, including more than $200 million worth of cuts to hospitals and roughly
$160 million in cuts for nursing homes. Lawmakers are reducing the reimbursement rate they pay healthcare providers to treat
Medicaid patients. More than $400 million worth of cuts to public schools, community colleges and state universities -although the biggest item on the chopping block is $147 million for teacher merit pay, a program that many school districts
have been reluctant to implement. About $93 million in cuts to courts and the prison system, including slicing money now
used to pay for substance abuse programs for prisoners. More than 500 state jobs will be eliminated, many of them currently
vacant. But the total includes 50 empty positions in the Florida Highway Patrol, which says it needs more money for trooper
raises in order to recruit people.” [The Miami Herald, 10/6/07]
Rubio Voted Against A Special Appropriations Bill. On October 5, 2007, Rubio voted against an appropriations bill, early
in the special session, that provides appropriations and cuts spending for FY 07-08. The Associated Press reported that
“Nearly identical budget-cutting bills passed Friday in both chambers of the Republican-controlled Legislature over objections
from Democrats who wanted to dip into reserve funds or increase revenues to avoid some of the reductions. Both bills (HB
5001C, SB 2C) would cut about $1.1 billion from the $71 billion annual state budget to make up for a shortfall in tax revenue
that’s being blamed mainly on a slump in Florida’s housing market. […] Senate Democratic Leader Steve Geller, of Cooper
City, predicted lawmakers will have to revisit the budget as the economy continues to lag. He said it will be harder, though,
because they failed to look for ways to increase revenues such as by repealing tax breaks passed in recent years or ending
special interest exemptions. […] Republican leaders stressed that many of the cuts are reductions in increases over the
last budget year, which ended June 30. Public schools, one of the largest spending items, will lose about $100 per student but
still are getting 5 percent more than last year.” [HB 5001C - Appropriations; Associated Press State & Local Wire, 10/5/07]
Rubio Likened Florida’s Property Tax Situation To Its Budget Problem. “House Speaker Marco Rubio opened a 10-day
special session Wednesday by blaming Florida’s high property taxes for a $1.1 billion budget shortfall. Rubio’s pitch was clearly
designed to increase pressure on the state Senate, whose leaders are reluctant to revisit a tax-cutting constitutional amendment
recently stripped from the Jan. 29 ballot by a Leon County circuit judge. ‘It’s undeniable there’s a linkage between the property
tax crisis and what’s happening with our budget,’ said Rubio, R-West Miami. ‘We collect sales tax based on what people have
in their pockets to spend,’ he added. ‘And the more money government takes from them in property taxes, the less money
they have to spend.” Rubio’s attempt to kick-start the Senate was among several tense exchanges between legislative leaders
who -- in launching their third special session of the year -- seem remarkably unsure about how it will end.” [Orlando Sentinel,
10/4/11]
Tallahassee Democrat Editorial: Despite Budget Cuts To Public Institutions, The University of Miami Which Is In
Rubio’s District Received $12.5 Million For Its Medical School And $80 Million To Establish A Human Genome
Project. “What really hurts the Legislature’s credibility is that certain items are untouchables and not even being discussed for
delay or reductions. Specifically, while Florida’s 11 public universities are being asked to find $188 million in cuts, the
University of Miami, a private 11,000-student school in Mr. Rubio’s political district, is in line to get not only $12.5 million in
annually recurring money for its medical school, but also $80 million that is tucked into the general government budget to
establish a new program at UM called the Institute of Human Genomics. This is almost criminal in a year in which two new
medical schools, one at Florida International and the other at the University of Central Florida, are zeroed out in the proposed
budget cutbacks - that’s $10.2 million they won’t get - even though the schools are already under way, with deans hired and
faculty lined up.” [Editorial Tallahassee Democrat, 9/23/07]
Rubio Intended To Fix A Glitch That Would Force Miami To Cut $23 Million. “The city of Miami could face an
additional $23-million in budget cuts after top Republican lawmakers said Thursday they will seek to fix a glitch in the property
tax legislation that allowed the city to avoid deeper cuts. House Speaker Marco Rubio of West Miami and Senate President
Ken Pruitt of Port St. Lucie sent a letter to city officials informing them of the proposed change, which would need approval
during next month’s special session on the budget. ‘We are providing this notice so that you can take advance action to
provide Miami taxpayers greater tax relief this year and to avoid making significant budget adjustments after your fiscal year
has begun,’ the lawmakers wrote. The problem, first detailed by the St. Petersburg Times, arose because Miami was classified
as a ‘municipality of special financial concern’ and did not have to make cuts beyond the rollback. That distinction spared the
city an additional 9 percent cut, or roughly $23-million. But Miami should not have been on the list, the state now concedes.
Rubio said he was not aware Miami had slipped through and pledged to correct the mistake. But the City Commission can still
avoid making the 9 percent cut by a supermajority vote - just as many municipalities have across the state in recent weeks.
Miami’s final budget hearing is next Thursday. City officials did not return phone calls Thursday afternoon.” [St, Petersburg
Times, 9/21/07]

Rubio’s Budget Consultant Was Also A Budget Consultant For The University Of Central Florida, He Didn’t Know
“The Score Of Her Employment” At The University. “The fight for higher education dollars could get very ugly next
month, what with the governor recommending more than $250-million in cuts that would - among other things - put off
funding for UCF and FIU’s long-sought medical schools. But UCF could have a powerful weapon for the special session:
former Jeb Bush and Arnold Schwarzenegger consultant Donna Arduin, who is getting paid almost $20,000 to serve as an
‘economic development’ consultant through the end of this year. That contract took effect in March, and she’ll update the
board of trustees tomorrow on the state budget picture. Arduin stressed to the Buzz that she is not a lobbyist and won’t be
doing any lobbying for UCF. She said she merely developed an ‘economic impact model’ for UCF’s planned medical school
and surrounding community. She does have an insider’s view of the budget, thanks to her recently re-upped $10,000-a-month
consulting contract with House Speaker Marco Rubio to advise the House on budget matters. According to Arduin’s UCF
contract, which ends in December, she ‘will assist UCF in arranging visits with pertinent officials relative to economic
development and related issues.’ She will ‘advise client on revenue trends, economic development activities, and related
matters.’ ‘Consultant may be called upon to make representation on behalf of UCF but not engage in any lobbying activities
with the Legislature or any other elected officials.’ Rubio said he could not comment until knowing more. ‘I’ll talk to our staff
about it. I don t exactly know the scope of her employment.’” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 9/19/07]
Rubio Believed That The Legislature Wanted To Cut More Than Crist’s Plan Of $983.2 Million In Budget Cuts.
“Florida legislative leaders have agreed to target the state’s coming budget cuts as opposed to across-the-board trims, and to
go deeper than Gov. Charlie Crist suggests, hoping that will avoid more pain later. House Speaker Marco Rubio said Tuesday
his negotiations with Senate President Ken Pruitt now clear the way for pre-special session agreement on Florida’s spending
reduction goals. Crist offered lawmakers a plan containing $983.2 million in cuts. ‘I think everyone in the Legislature is leaning
toward a little more than that, to be prudent,’ Rubio said. ‘Now, over the next week, members will make decisions on where
the cuts will happen and to what extent.’ There is no decision on whether to take up Crist’s proposal to stoke the state
economy with $337 million in increased road and school construction. ‘If there is a movement among the members to go in
that direction, they could,’ Rubio said. ‘My job with Pruitt is to set the parameters of the session.’ Only then, Rubio said, will
he entertain demands the Legislature also address Florida’s expiring no-fault auto insurance law. House and Senate negotiators
already have bills at the ready.” [The News-Press, 9/18/07]
Rubio Was For Cutting Budgets For Prosecutors And Defendants In Some Jurisdictions, Not Across The State.
“Citing what it called a perpetual problem -- young state prosecutors and public defenders leaving their jobs for better pay
elsewhere -- a state lobbying group Monday got House Speaker Marco Rubio’s support for sparing both groups in South
Florida from anticipated budget cuts. Rubio said Monday that he supports cutting budgets for prosecutors and defenders only
in some districts, not across the state.” [The Miami Herald, 9/11/07]
The Budget Cutting Special Session Was Originally Canceled Because Lawmakers Could Not Decide How To Cut.
“A special legislative session aimed at adjusting to a slower state economy was called off because House and Senate leaders
were unable to compromise on cutting more than $1 billion from the state budget. Legislators intended to meet Sept. 18 to cut
the $71 billion state budget to match projected revenues, which could be $1.1 billion less than originally estimated. In a Sept. 6
letter, Senate President Ken Pruitt and House Speaker Marco Rubio said they will call off the session, but will continue
working on how to approach the projected shortfall. The letter also stated that they hope to call a budget-cutting session later
in the fall. The House and Senate approached the cuts differently, Rubio spokeswoman Jill Chamberlin said. The Senate is
looking at cuts across-the-board while the House is looking at prioritizing spending cuts.” [McClatchy-Tribune Business News,
9/8/07]

2007-2008 BUDGET
Rubio Voted For A $72 Billion Spending Bill. On May 3, 2007, Rubio voted for a $72 billion appropriations bill. According
to the Miami Herald, “Florida lawmakers approved a $72 billion budget Thursday stuffed with incentives for biofuels and the
film industry but barren of cash for emergency vaccines or expanding health insurance for the working poor. The same budget
that addresses a $153 million deficit at the Agency for Persons with Disabilities with caps on care also gives $20 million to a
Miami hospital in House Speaker Marco Rubio’s backyard. […] Senate Democrats voiced displeasure with language placed in
the budget bill that removes a cap forcing Florida’s Medicaid HMOs to spend at least 80 percent of their behavioral health
dollars on direct services. Removing the cap will allow them to raise profit margins. Florida’s largest Medicaid HMOs won the
break without a single committee hearing and lawmakers still haven’t confessed who put it in the bill over the weekend.” [SB
2800 – Appropriations [FPCC]; Miami Herald, 5/4/07]

Rubio Voted To Implement Approved Appropriations. On May 3, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill to provide legislative intent
for specific appropriations. Among many other appropriations it provides specified calculations for the Florida and Education
Finance Program, requires mental health funds to be allocated to the areas of the state with the greatest demand, and
authorizes state agencies to make cash bonus payments to state employees based on performance. [SB 2802 – Appropriations
Implementing Bill [FPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/6/07]
Rubio Said That The $71.9 Billion Budget Was Good Overall. “Florida lawmakers announced Monday that they have
agreed on a new $71.9 billion state budget. But given the state’s slumping revenues, state workers won’t get a pay raise instead they’ll receive a $1,000 bonus Nov. 1. The road budget is slimmer than this year’s - although the Senate is still hoping
to get House approval for more than $500 million in extra road building that will be decided in a separate bill. House Speaker
Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, called it ‘a good budget overall, certainly in a year like this.’ He touted the $2 billion that will be
left in the state’s reserves and the refusal to use money generated by one-time sources to pay for items the state must pay for
every year.” [The Ledger, 5/1/07]
Rubio’s House Budget Was $1.5 Billion Less Than The Senate’s. “Both legislative chambers passed annual budget bills
Thursday, and now must try to resolve their differences over how much money they spend, and what they spend it on. With a
gloomy revenue outlook resulting mainly from a weakened housing market, state senators say they want to stoke Florida’s
economy by spending on public works. The House is taking a different approach, keeping about $2 billion in reserve twice as
much as the Senate as a hedge against further revenue declines. The Senate’s $71.9 billion budget (SB 2800) is $1.5 billion
heftier than the House version (HB 5001) largely due to more spending for roads, bridges, schools and other capital projects
as part of an initiative senators call ‘Building Florida’s Future.’ ‘We would love to be able to do that, we’re just not sure we can
afford it,’ said House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami. Rubio said he believes the Legislature could do more for the
state’s economy by passing a substantial property tax cut instead. Rubio and other Republican House leaders are pushing
separate legislation that would cut taxes by a net of at least $25 billion over the next five years. The Senate released a bipartisan
proposal Thursday that would cut taxes by less than half as much $11 billion over the same span.” [Associated Press, 4/12/07]

2006-2007 BUDGET
Rubio Voted To Implement General Appropriations Act. On May 5, 2006, Rubio voted for the bill that provides the
statutory authority necessary to implement and execute the General Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2006-2007. The bill
includes legislative adoption, by reference to a document filed with the Clerk of the House of Representatives, of performance
measures and standards for specific programs of the agencies in the budget. The bill provides for use of specified calculations
with respect to the Florida Education Finance Program; creates the Special Teachers Are Rewarded performance pay plan;
prohibits the Department of Health from using the annual appropriation to administer and evaluate the area health education
center network; increases the maximum annual budget for the Clerk of the Circuit Court, Hillsborough County; provides for
the waiver of certain stone crab trap tag fees; and provides for the waiver of certain spiny lobster trap tag fees. [HB 5003 –
Implementing the 2006-2007 General Appropriations Act; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/30/06]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Increasing Legislature Reimbursement Rates. On May 3, 2006, Rubio voted in favor of
increasing congressional per diem and meal rates. The bill raised the $50 per diem rate for traveler to $80, the $3 breakfast rate
for travelers to $6, the $6 lunch rate for travelers to $11, the $12 dinner rate for travelers to $19, and the 29 cents per mile rate
for travelers to 44.5 cents per mile. Until this point the per diems had not been raised since 1981 and the mileage rates since
1994. [CS/CS/SB 428 – Travel Expenses/Reimbursement; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/4/06]

2005-2006 BUDGET
Rubio Voted For Appropriations Bill. On May 6, 2005, Rubio voted for the bill that provides statutory authority necessary
to implement and execute the General Appropriations Act for the 2005-2006 fiscal year. The bill includes legislative adoption,
by reference to a document filed with the Secretary of the Senate, of performance measures and standards for specific
programs of the agencies in the budget. The bill also incorporates by reference a document titled “Public School Funding The
Florida Education Finance Program.” The bill authorizes extension of repayment periods for moneys transferred between
funds as result of hurricanes striking state in 2004. [SB 2602 – Appropriations Implementing Bill; Florida Senate Staff Analysis,
4/5/05]

Rubio Voted For Appropriations Spending. On May 6, 2005, Rubio voted for the bill that provides funding for annual
period beginning July 1, 2005, & ending June 30, 2006, to pay salaries, & other expenses, capital outlay - buildings, & other
improvements, & for other specified purposes of various agencies of State government. According to the Sarasota HeraldTribune, the bill “cut its youth tobacco education program to a meager $1 million, lawmakers also passed a provision this year
that prohibits the state from spending tobacco money on anti-smoking advertising, which many contend is the most effective
way to prevent teenagers from smoking.” Sarasota Herald-Tribune adds “Among the most significant increases: at least $1.2
billion more for public schools, which would provide at least an average $300 per-student increase in the state’s 67 school
districts; about $400 million for the new prekindergarten initiative, which begins in the fall and will provide early learning
programs for every 4-year-old in the state whose parents wants to participate in the voluntary program; enough money to add
another 2,000 prison beds; and some $400 million to restore the Medically Needy program, which provides health care for
36,000 low-income Floridians who have catastrophic illnesses.” [SB 2600 – Appropriations; Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 4/8/05;
Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 7/31/05]

2004-2005 BUDGET
Rubio’s Defense Of Speaker Byrd Was For “Practical Reasons.” “Rubio said the reason that he and other Byrd deputies
did not sanction the speaker comes down to practical politics. South Florida legislators were able to get more than $190
million in local projects into the budget and didn’t want to risk them. ‘There are so many other priorities at play,’ Rubio said.
‘Every time you decide you could break from the speaker, you have to think: ‘Do I keep what I have or do I risk losing it all?’”
[The Miami Herald, 5/9/04]
Rubio Voted For 2004-2005 Appropriations. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that provides the statutory
authority necessary to implement and execute the General Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2004-2005. Among the
provisions: cap tax credits for contributions to nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations at $50 million for the 2004-2005
fiscal year. The cap would otherwise be at $88 million; allows the Department of Children and Families to transfer funds
within the family safety program between specified appropriation categories without limitation; authorizes the Executive
Office of the Governor to transfer funds in “Special Categories-Risk Management Insurance” between departments in order
to align the budget authority granted with the premiums paid by each department for risk management insurance; and removes
the Class C travel reimbursements. Although the provisions of this bill allow specific budget decisions to be effective, actual
funding changes are made in the General Appropriations Act. [Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/27/04]; 109.
HB 1837 – Implementing the 2004-2005 General Appropriations Act]
Rubio Voted To Implement An Amendment Requiring Financial Impact Statements For Future Amendments. On
April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill that implements an amendment to the Florida Constitution by requiring the newly
created Financial Impact Estimating Conference (FIEC) to prepare a clear and unambiguous 100-word financial impact
statement for inclusion in the ballot summary for an amendment to the Constitution proposed by initiative petition. [Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/9/04; HB 1743 – Financial Impact Statements for Proposed Constitutional
Amendments]
Rubio Had Little Experience Crafting “Legislative Details In Committee Workshops.”; Was Noted As The
“Budget-Writing Chairman” For The House Republicans. In a piece highlighting Florida’s legislative leaders, The SunSentinel wrote about Rubio. “House Majority Leader Marco Rubio is a pugnacious, quick-witted South Florida Republican
who has risen rapidly to power despite his youth and brief tenure in the Legislature. Rubio, 33, is poised to become the firstever Cuban-American to lead the Florida House of Representatives in 2006. He would become the second-youngest top
House leader in Florida history. A onetime West Miami city commissioner, Rubio arrived in Tallahassee in 2000. He has spent
the bulk of his time defending controversial House Speaker Johnnie Byrd’s conservative stances. He’s been involved in key
South Florida issues, such as funding for a Florida Marlins stadium, Everglades restoration issues and battles for Miami-area
hospital funding. He’s also debated critics of President Bush who say the president has not been tough enough on Fidel
Castro. Rubio’s rise to power -- and his fierce loyalty to the Bush administration -- is seen as a prize for state and national
Republicans. Rubio has little experience crafting legislative details in committee workshops. Instead, he has primarily served as
a political leader and budget-writing chairman for House Republicans.” [Sun-Sentinel, 4/4/04]

2003-2004 BUDGET

Rubio Was Skeptical That Enough Money Existed For Florida International University’s Medical School Would
Open. “Florida International University wants to open South Florida’s first public medical school as early as 2006, but a key
state legislator warns that the budget might now allow for it. But state Rep. Marco Rubio, a Miami Republican in line to
become speaker of the House in 2006, expressed early skepticism. He had not seen details of the FIU proposal. ‘It would be
great, but it’s a real tough sell,’ Rubio said. ‘It’s not like we have bags of money lying around.’ [The Miami Herald, 11/18/03]
Rubio Voted To Delay Legislators Pay Increase. On June 18, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that would delay legislator pay
increase. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “The House voted unanimously Wednesday to delay its annual pay raise until
December, which would bring lawmakers in line with other state workers. During the regular legislative session lawmakers
voted to give themselves a pay raise starting July 1, five months before other state employees, who are set to get the same raise
Dec. 1. The measure passed Wednesday would delay the raise for state legislators.” [153. HB 3B – Salaries of Legislators; St.
Petersburg Times, 6/19/03]
Rubio: “We’re Not Going To Raise Taxes To Do Ballet”; Support For The Arts For 2003-2004 Were Cut From $28
To $6 Million. “Headed for a showdown: Marco Rubio, House majority leader in Tallahassee, and Rosa Sugranes, chairman
of Miami-Dade’s Cultural Affairs Council, will meet Monday to hash out how the Florida Legislature eviscerated arts funding
this year. Rubio, a Miami Republican, raised more than a few hackles by telling reporters last month ‘we’re not going to raise
taxes to do ballet.’ He says the Legislature had no choice. ‘It’s not that we’re anti-art or that the Republicans hate art, nothing
like that,’ Rubio said by phone this week. ‘The arts are important, but other things are more important.’ The Legislature was in
no mood to hear how the arts help stabilize and distinguish a community and play a large part in economic growth, he said.
Cultural leaders ‘cannot argue successfully before the Legislature that the arts deserve to be treated equally,’ he said. More and
more, legislators think the arts ‘aren’t an essential government function.’ In the legislative finale last month, legislators cut state
support for the arts for 2003-04 from $28 million to $6 million, a little less than Miami-Dade County alone got from
Tallahassee this current fiscal year. [The Miami Herald, 6/7/03]
Rubio Voted For A $53.5 Billion State Budget Bill. On May 27, 2003, Rubio voted to implement an appropriations bill of
$53.5 billion. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, “[T]he no-new-taxes spending plan that takes effect July 1 relies heavily
on borrowing, increases in tuition, fines and fees to bridge the gap between revenue and the burgeoning needs of the state’s
growing population. It also dips into the state’s trust funds and savings to the tune of $1.3 billion, making next year’s budget
even more difficult to balance.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 5/28/03; 159. SB 2A – Appropriations]
Rubio Voted to Implement the 2003-2004 General Appropriations Bill. On May 27, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that
implements the 2003-2004 General Appropriations Act. [Florida House of Representatives]; 158. SB 4A – Appropriations
Implementing Bill]
Rubio Supported Speaker Byrd’s Alzheimer Initiative Even Though It Was Holding Up Negotiations On The State
Budget. “Three weeks ago Florida House Speaker Johnnie Byrd Jr.’s ambitious effort to cure the disease that killed his father
caused state budget negotiations to collapse. On Wednesday, it threatened to do the same again. With less than 48 hours to
craft a deal to end the special legislative session on time, Senate Republicans lashed out at Byrd’s bid to spend $45 million to
establish an Alzheimer’s disease research institute at Tampa’s University of South Florida. Byrd was not in the Capitol
Wednesday and could not be reached for comment. But House Republican Leader Marco Rubio, R-Miami, deflected the
Senate’s suggestion that Byrd’s proposal alone had the potential to once again derail negotiations. ‘The issue is very, very
important to him, but if it is the only issue remaining, it will not be the reason this budget is not done,’ Rubio said.” [The
Miami Herald, 5/22/03]
Rubio Voted For Appropriations Bill. On May 16, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that provides moneys for the annual
period beginning July 1, 2003, and ending June 30, 2004, to pay salaries, and other expenses, capital outlay buildings, and other
improvements, and for other specified purposes of the various agencies of state government. [Florida House of
Representatives; HB 21A – Appropriations]
On Discussing Obstruction, Instead Of Florida House Democratic Caucus, Rubio Said “Florida House Democrat
Caucus.” “Miami Republican Marco Rubio, the House majority leader, said House Democrats resorted to ‘political trickery’
to obstruct legislative action on the other issues. ‘The Florida House Democrat caucus took obstruction to a new level today,’
Rubio said. ‘The weakness of their argument exposes the sad truth: Florida’s House Democrats have staged a lamentable
public temper tantrum in an effort to obstruct the work of the House.’” [The Associated Press, 5/13/03]

As Majority Leader, Rubio Did Not Pass A Budget During The Regular Session, A Special Session Was Called.
“After 60 days marred by bickering, Florida lawmakers ended the annual legislative session Friday without passing a budget or
resolving the state’s other biggest issues. Gov. Jeb Bush immediately responded by calling lawmakers back to Tallahassee for a
special session starting May 12. Bush said he was ‘deeply disappointed’ that lawmakers did not pass a budget, which will be the
subject of the special session. ‘The Republican leadership has failed Florida,’ said House Minority Leader Doug Wiles, a St.
Augustine Democrat whose district includes most of Flagler County. House Majority Leader Marco Rubio, R-Miami, fired
back, saying Democrats did not help resolve the issues. ‘Their constituents would be better served if they spent more time
concentrating on policy and less on sound bites,’ Rubio said.” [Daytona Beach News-Journal, 5/3/03]
Rubio Supported A $7 Million “Freedom Tower” At Miami-Dade Community College. “The agreement was one of
dozens the two men embraced. The pair also pledged to approve a plan pushed by Rep. Dan Gelber, D-Miami Beach, and
Sen. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, D-Pembroke Pines, to provide deep prescription discounts for another 250,000 of Florida’s
low- to middle-income seniors. But the same broad budget agreements also appeared to threaten a House proposal to spend
$7 million for Miami-Dade Community College’s bid to buy Miami’s renowned Freedom Tower. The college is negotiating
with the owners, the prominent Mas family, for the building, which served as a processing center for thousands of Cuban
immigrants. The House budget is chock-full with $300 million in such requests, known in Capitol parlance as “turkeys,”
including the $7 million Freedom Tower item inserted by South Florida House members. The expenditure, if approved, would
come several years before the time the state Department of Education was expected to recommend the college receive money
to buy property to expand its Wolfson campus, next to the Freedom Tower. Rubio pledged to keep pushing for the Freedom
Tower funds: ‘Agencies don’t always know the best way to spend the state’s money. The college needs that space.’” [The
Miami Herald, 4/29/03]
Op-Ed: Rubio Served As Speaker Byrd’s “Partisan Pit Bull.” “As the speaker, Byrd has transformed the House
committee structure, taking a congressional model and giving 105 members (an unprecedented number) a seat on a budget
committee or subcommittee. Another of his first acts as speaker was to expand the inner circle of power, beefing up the
House majority office and installing a handful of leaders. House Majority Leader Marco Rubio, R-Miami, serves as Byrd’s
partisan pit bull, attacking Democratic and Senate opponents with abandon in sometimes poison-penned press releases. Rubio
acknowledges that Byrd’s personal cautious style grates in a high-pressure capital where well-heeled lobbyists and pressured
lawmakers want to cut deals quickly. ‘I don’t think he’s hard to read, but he takes time to make up his mind,’ Rubio said.
‘Everybody up here wants a quick answer, and I think that throws people off a little bit.’ [Jim Ash Palm Beach Post, 4/7/03]
Rubio Contended That The 2003 Senate’s Budget Was Aimed At Drumming Up Support For New Taxes. “Florida
Senate leaders, trying to drum up public support to raise more revenue to stave off steep budget cuts in 2003-04, put a price
tag Wednesday on how much more money they think the state needs next year: nearly $1 billion. Senate Republican leaders
today will unveil a “contingency budget plan” to explain exactly how they think the additional $972 million should be spent.
House Majority Leader Marco Rubio, R-Miami, called the new Senate plan political posturing aimed at drumming up support
for new taxes. ‘First they created a really bad budget in order to try to drive up the case for new revenue. That did not happen,’
Rubio said. ‘Now what they’re doing is trying to pass a really great budget so people say you have to pass this budget. What it
doesn’t show is how much it will hurt individual Floridians if you pass the tax on to them.’” [The Miami Herald, 4/3/03]
Rubio Supported A House Budget That Would Increase Tuition At Florida Universities By 12%, Fired Hundreds Of
State Employees, Allowed The Full House To Vote On A Measure To Allow Voters To Vote On A Year 2000
Mandate For High-Speed Rail, and Cut The Truth Antismoking Program. “A fall-off in sales tax revenues exacerbated
by a war-dampened tourism industry has led to a bleak House proposal: University students would pay up to 12 percent more
next year in tuition. Bright Futures scholarships will remain but won’t cover any tuition increase. Hundreds of state employees
will lose their jobs, including Friday’s cuts of 74 communications staff members with other state agencies. The House
Appropriations Committee made the cuts, even as the House speaker’s office added 13 communications employees this year.
Democrats said they would offer amendments next week trimming the staffs of Gov. Jeb Bush and House Speaker Johnnie
Byrd, R-Plant City. The committee also agreed to let the full House vote on a bill that would make voters reconsider their
2000 vote mandating a high-speed rail system. Other cuts in the House proposal hit the Legislature’s watchdog oversight
agency, the Truth antismoking campaign and the circulating collection of the state library. About $600 million set aside for,
among other things, a low-income home-buyers assistance program and road-building, was reallocated by the House to pay for
day-to-day needs. House Majority Leader Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, compared the $52 billion budget blueprint to ‘a root
canal. You don’t want one. But you need one.’” [Tamp Tribune, 3/29/03]
Rubio Supported A Budget That Considered Forcing Bright Futures Scholarship Recipients To Pay For The Rising
Cost Of Tuition. “When state legislators met for a series of budget cuts in 2001, some called the Bright Futures Scholarship

program a ‘financial monster.’ Its growing costs were gobbling up significant portions of state education spending at a time
when programs for senior citizens and lower-income residents were being slashed. During the special session, caps on the
program were sought -- yet none was able to pass. Now, in a session when legislators are grappling with pricey class-size and
high-speed rail amendments, House members are proposing a plan that levels out spending on the lottery-funded program in
their overall state budget proposal. Under the plan, college students could be forced to pick up the rising cost of tuition. So
any additional costs for classes over this year’s would need to be paid out of students’ pocketbooks rather than just being
shuffled over to Bright Futures. The change could cost college students up to $ 120 for a full load of classes starting in August,
if tuition is raised 7.5 percent even for students with the highest scholarship level. At a meeting of top ranking House
Republican leaders yesterday, Majority Leader Marco Rubio of Miami said many of the differences are in the two budgets
because the Senate’s plan is just a scare tactic and a product of politicking. He said the Senate is attempting to maximize the
amount of pain to Floridians, so there will be a public push for possibly allowing expanded gambling. House leaders have shot
down any attempts at raising additional state monies through gambling. ‘The leaders of the Florida Senate have chosen to hold
the budget process hostage to slots and taxes,’ Rubio said. [Florida Times-Union, 3/25/03]
Rubio Voted For Loosening Non-Profit Audit Standards. On April 1, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would only require
non-profits, assisting the state government in the performance of activities that benefit the public, who expend more than
$100,000 to be audited. Additionally, non-profits working with the Department of Environmental Protection would not have
to undergo an audit unless they expend more than $300,000 annually. [HB 365 – Audits of State Agency Direct-Support
Organizations and Citizen Support Organizations; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/18/03]
Rubio Said That Migrant Workers On Florida Farms Should Be “Treated Fairly.” Rubio supported a Democratic
sponsored bill, HB 1327, that would allow migrant workers to sue growers in state court when they are failed to be paid
minimum wage. “‘My heart goes out to the workers in this industry. Like a lot of my constituents, they come over to this
country and work hard and try to get ahead and they should be treated fairly,’ Rubio said. “Having said that, most of the
growers are very good in Florida’ Rubio said it is too early to say whether his boss, House Speaker Johnnie Byrd, R-Plant City,
will make the issue a priority in a session already rocked by debates over a $4 billion budget shortfall, lowering class size and
skyrocketing medical liability insurance.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/13/03]
Rubio Voted For Appropriations Bill. On May 13, 2002, Rubio voted for the bill that provides moneys for annual period
beginning July 1, 2002, & ending June 30, 2003, to pay salaries, & other expenses, capital outlay - buildings, & other
improvements, & for other specified purposes. [HB 27 - Appropriations]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of A $50 Billion Budget. On March 5, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of a $50 billion budget to pay
salaries, and other expenses, capital outlay - buildings, & other improvements, & for other specified purposes of various
agencies of State government. According to the Associated Press, the budget would have, “Appropriated nearly $50 billion for
schools, health care, roads, government and other state services.” [HB 1943 - Relating to Appropriations; Associated Press,
3/23/02]

2002-2003 BUDGET
Rubio Voted in Favor Of Implementing A $49 Billion Budget. On March 5, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of a bill
implementing the General Appropriations Act for the 2001-2002 fiscal year. It includes legislative adoption of performance
measures and standards for specific programs of the agencies in the budget. According to the Associated Press, “With the
state House and Senate stuck in an impasse over the budget, Gov. Jeb Bush says the answer may be for lawmakers in each
chamber to split the difference. The House and the Senate have each written $49 billion spending plans for the fiscal year that
starts July 1. The Senate bottom line is about $419 million higher than the House bottom line.” [Associated Press, 3/24/01;
HB 1945 - Relating to Appropriations Implementing Bill; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 2/23/02]

DECEMBER 2001 SPECIAL SESSION
Rubio Voted For Appropriations. On December 6, 2001, Rubio voted for the bill that provides appropriations & reductions
in appropriations for 2001-2002 fiscal year, to pay salaries, & other expenses, capital outlay - buildings, & other improvements,
& for other specified purposes of various agencies of State government; provides retroactive applicability for recession of
certain salary increases. [SB 2 - Appropriations]

Rubio Voted For Appropriation Implementing. On December 6, 2001, Rubio voted for the bill that would provide the
necessary statutory authority to implement and execute Senate Bill 2 of the 2001 Special Session C, making reductions in
appropriations and making appropriations. This bill would allow agencies and the judicial branch to propose adjustments to
their legislative performance measures necessary due to budget reductions. The bill reenacts to provide authority to the
Legislature to transfer unappropriated cash balances from certain trust funds to the Working Capital Fund. [SB 4 Appropriations Implementing; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 11/28/01]
Rubio Voted For A Special Session Spending Bill. On November 29, 2001, Rubio voted for the Supplemental
Appropriations Act of the 2001 Special Session C. The bill would make appropriations and reductions to appropriations for
the coming year. According to the Associated Press State & Local Wire, “Education and health care for the poor, sick and
elderly - the biggest parts of the budget - will get the biggest cuts. The House bill (HB 1C) cuts about 4 percent of the money
lawmakers earmarked last spring for public school districts, leading Democrats to say children would suffer in crowded
classrooms. ‘Isn’t it time to have an educational system for the 21st century?’ asked Frankel. ‘We’re not going to do it by
cutting a half billion dollars out of our education budget.’ Maureen Dinnen, president of the Florida Education Association,
the state’s teacher’s union, said lawmakers had picked the easiest cuts: ‘in the classrooms and on the backs of our students.’
But Rep. Evelyn Lynn, R-Ormond Beach, the Republican in charge of the House education budget, said no school districts
should have to lay off teachers. Lynn said another bill (HB 13C) passed by the House Thursday allowing districts to shift local
property tax money meant for construction and maintenance to classroom use would make the cut much smaller - less than 1
percent. The Senate plan cuts less - about 2.3 percent of the school systems’ budgets, or $286 million. Overall, the House
makes about $692 million in education cuts, including more than $50 million from community colleges and more than more
than $110 million from universities. In health care and social services, the House cut $224 million - about 4.5 percent - out of
the $5.1 billion section of the budget. One cut would eliminate medical coverage for more than 17,000 adults with catastrophic
illnesses and another would limit enrollment in a prescription drug program for seniors. Criminal justice spending is cut by
$166 million in the House plan. An 11th-hour change restored money for some probation officers and that, said the top
criminal justice budget lawmaker, made the cuts acceptable. About 300 probation officers’ jobs would be cut, which can be
handled by attrition.” [H1-C – Relating to Appropriations; Associated Press State & Local Wire, 11/29/01]
Rubio Voted For Appropriation Spending. On November 29, 2001, Rubio voted for the bill that provides appropriations
& reductions in appropriations for 2001-2002 fiscal year, to pay salaries, & other expenses, capital outlay - buildings, & other
improvements, & for other specified purposes of various agencies of State government. The bill has a total of $- 410,620,096.
According to the Tallahassee Democrat, the bill seeks “to fix a $1.3 billion hole in Florida’s budget.” [Tallahassee Democrat,
11/28/01; HB 1 - Appropriations; Florida House of Representatives]
Rubio Voted For Authorizing A Special Session Spending Bill. On October 30, 2001, Rubio voted for a bill that provides
the statutory authority to implement the Supplemental Appropriations Act of the 2001 Special Session B. The bill would allow
agencies and the judiciary to propose adjustments to their performance measures necessary due to budget reductions.
According to the Associated Press State & Local Wire, “although the House took the Senate budget, it rejected a Senate plan
to cancel a tax break approved earlier this year for investors who have up to $250,000 in stocks and bonds. That refusal left a
$128 million hole in the Senate plan that will have to either be filled by dipping into state savings or by vetoes on spending by
Bush. Procedurally, the surprise decision by the House raised legal questions about compliance with a requirement in the state
constitution that lawmakers wait 72 hours before taking the final vote on a budget bill. Although the House waited 72 hours
before voting on the Senate budget bill, the Senate did not because it expected the plan to change in negotiations with the
House. McKay has suggested a lawsuit challenging the constitutionally of the budget bill could be filed by someone whose
program has been cut.”[Associated Press State & Local Wire, 10/31/01; S4-B – Relating to Appropriations Implementing Bill;
Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 10/23/01]
Rubio Voted For Appropriations Spending. On October 30, 2001, Rubio voted for the bill that provides appropriations &
reductions in appropriations for 2001-2002 fiscal year, to pay salaries, & other expenses, capital outlay - buildings, & other
improvements, & for other specified purposes of various agencies of State government. The amount of the bill was
$195,146,015. [SB 2 - Appropriations]
Rubio Was Reluctant To Address A Claims Bill. “State law limits the city’s liability to $100,000 a year, so the settlement
had to be approved as a claims bill by the Legislature. The state wouldn’t have to pay the bill - just approve it. Arvay’s hopes
crumbled Monday when he learned that the Legislature adjourned without approving his claim. It can’t be reconsidered until
the 2002 Legislative Session. There was no dispute.’ Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, who chaired the House committee in which
Arvay’s bill was stranded, said by e-mail that the House leadership “decided to be very cautious with regards to claims bills this

year.’ ‘In such a tough budget year, claims bills that had any sort of fiscal impact on the state treasury did not fare well either,’
Rubio wrote.” [Press Journal, 5/10/01]
Rubio Wanted To Keep Public Funding For A New Marlins Stadium Alive. “When told of the results of The Herald’s
survey, Marlins Vice President Lucinda Treat said only: ‘We continue to meet individually with the members to address their
concerns.’ Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, the Miami Republican championing the bill in the House, said he felt ‘good, really good,’
that the proposal would pass. If it does, he said, credit would belong to Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, who hurriedly met with
committee members Wednesday afternoon, including a 3:30 p.m. meeting with three representatives where the group hashed
out possible amendments. Rubio himself isn’t sold on the Marlins’ financing plan, but said he’s working to make sure that
residents get a fair deal. The proposal should at least stay alive to get a full debate on the House floor, he said. He and others
plan to propose changes to the bill today. Among them: Rubio and Rep. Carlos Lacasa, a Miami Republican, want to ensure
that the state gets a cut of the profits should the Marlins be sold.” [The Miami Herald, 4/12/01]
Rubio Voted To Invest Tobacco Settlement Money. On May 5, 2000, Rubio voted for the bill that creates the Tobacco
Settlement Financing Corporation, which is authorized to enter into certain purchase agreements with Banking & Finance
Department. In February, 1995, the State of Florida commenced a legal action against various tobacco manufacturers and
other defendants, asserting various claims for monetary and injunctive relief on behalf of the State of Florida. On August 25,
1997, the State of Florida entered into a settlement agreement with several of the tobacco companies: Phillip Morris, Reynolds
Tobacco, B&W American Brands, and Lorillard (the “Big Four”). To insure against the possibility of decreases in settlement
payments due to adjustments for inflation, decreases in cigarette consumption, or tobacco company bankruptcy, the bill
establishes the general authority and the legal structure under which the state may securitize the proceeds from the tobacco
settlement. The bill creates the Tobacco Settlement Finance Corporation, a non-profit, public-benefits corporation, for the
purpose of purchasing the state’s rights, interest and title to future tobacco settlement payments. The corporation would be
authorized to sell bonds, the principal and interest on which would be paid from tobacco settlement payments. The bonds
would not be deemed a debt or obligation of the state. Proceeds of the securitization would be deposited directly into the
Lawton Chiles Endowment Fund. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, the bill would “give Florida leaders leeway to trade
half of the state’s tobacco billions for other investments.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 5/4/00; HB 1721 - Tobacco Settlement
Proceeds; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/10/00]

WEST MIAMI COMMISSONER
As A West Miami Commissioner Rubio Supported A Bike Officer. Rubio led the way to ensure West Miami had a bike
officer. “Rubio worked with Kiel on the project. Kiel said a bicycle patrol program had already been developed several years
ago with policy and procedures outlined. But because of limited manpower and budget shortfalls, the department was unable
to implement the program until now. Using $3,000 from the city’s reserve account, the city is paying for the 21-speed bike and
bike gear. Irizarry’s salary is already incorporated in the department’s budget. The city is applying for grant money from the
state and/or county to subsidize the program and eventually expand.” [The Miami Herald, 6/28/98]

BUDGET CONSULTANT
Op-Ed: Rubio Slashed Funding Across The State, Even Rubio Paid A Budget Consultant $10,000 A Month Who Did
Not Produce Any Written Work During The September 2007. “Even as House Speaker Marco Rubio’s House cut $5,000
from the Florida Supreme Court chief justice’s discretionary fund and $1,828 to Nova Southeastern University to help balance
the state’s budget, he continues to pay a well-connected GOP consultant $10,000 a month, even though she produced no
written work in the month of September. Donna Arduin, once former Gov. Jeb Bush’s budget chief, was rehired by Rubio, RWest Miami, starting Sept. 1. He had paid her firm $70,000 for seven months of work, ending in June, to help articulate his
plan to reduce or eliminate homestead property taxes and instead raise the sales tax. This time her job is to provide ‘consulting
services’ on the budget cut bill that passed the House Friday. But she has provided no written reports, analyses or
recommendations since her contract was renewed, according to Rubio’s office. The only document she turned over to the
House was a single-page summary explaining that she had ‘provided consulting services’ and that her firm ‘continues to
participate in meetings and provide ongoing advice’ regarding the budget and Florida’s economy and is working on a
‘diagnosis of Florida’s economic competitiveness.’ In a $71 billion budget, Arduin’s $10,000-a-month contract accounts for
only a tiny fraction.” [S.V. Date Palm Beach Post, 10/8/07]

Rubio’s Budget Consultant Was Also A Budget Consultant For The University Of Central Florida, He Didn’t Know
“The Score Of Her Employment” At The University. “The fight for higher education dollars could get very ugly next
month, what with the governor recommending more than $250-million in cuts that would - among other things - put off
funding for UCF and FIU’s long-sought medical schools. But UCF could have a powerful weapon for the special session:
former Jeb Bush and Arnold Schwarzenegger consultant Donna Arduin, who is getting paid almost $20,000 to serve as an
‘economic development’ consultant through the end of this year. That contract took effect in March, and she’ll update the
board of trustees tomorrow on the state budget picture. Arduin stressed to the Buzz that she is not a lobbyist and won’t be
doing any lobbying for UCF. She said she merely developed an ‘economic impact model’ for UCF’s planned medical school
and surrounding community. She does have an insider’s view of the budget, thanks to her recently re-upped $10,000-a-month
consulting contract with House Speaker Marco Rubio to advise the House on budget matters. According to Arduin’s UCF
contract, which ends in December, she ‘will assist UCF in arranging visits with pertinent officials relative to economic
development and related issues.’ She will ‘advise client on revenue trends, economic development activities, and related
matters.’ ‘Consultant may be called upon to make representation on behalf of UCF but not engage in any lobbying activities
with the Legislature or any other elected officials.’ Rubio said he could not comment until knowing more. ‘I’ll talk to our staff
about it. I don t exactly know the scope of her employment.’” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 9/19/07]
Rubio’s Budget Consultant, Donna Arduin, Was Asked To Remain An Extra Month After Her Six Month Contract
Expired. “A budget consultant to Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio will earn an additional $10,000 from the state next
month as lawmakers continue to struggle with property tax reform. The original six-month, $60,000 consulting contract for
Donna Arduin, a budget director for former Republican Gov. Jeb Bush, was set to expire today. But Rubio extended her deal
by another 30 days and $10,000 to help with a special session on property taxes, an issue that lawmakers failed to resolve
during the annual spring session that ended May 4. Arduin, who earned $150,000 in 15 months from the Republican Party of
Florida before joining Rubio’s office, has been one of the top aides in the West Miami Republican’s high-profile campaign for
property tax reform. A budget consultant to Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio will earn an additional $10,000 from the
state next month as lawmakers continue to struggle with property tax reform. The original six-month, $60,000 consulting
contract for Donna Arduin, a budget director for former Republican Gov. Jeb Bush, was set to expire today. But Rubio
extended her deal by another 30 days and $10,000 to help with a special session on property taxes, an issue that lawmakers
failed to resolve during the annual spring session that ended May 4. Arduin, who earned $150,000 in 15 months from the
Republican Party of Florida before joining Rubio’s office, has been one of the top aides in the West Miami Republican’s highprofile campaign for property tax reform. ‘We are very fortunate that someone of her expertise and her caliber is able to advise
us,’ Rubio said. ‘To me, she’s been a big help.’” [Palm Beach Post, 5/31/07]


Emails Highlighted The Extent Of Rubio’s Budget Consultant Donna Arduin’s Work, Critiqued Crist Budget
Plans. “A review of state e-mail records during the past six months shows that Arduin also often relayed messages from
the speaker to top House budget staffers, critiqued plans from Republican Gov. Charlie Crist and provided advice on a
range of other budget topics. ‘Charlie’s plan is much better than just the homestead doubling he campaigned on,’ Arduin
wrote in a Jan. 31 e-mail to Rubio’s chief of staff about Crist’s proposal for property tax reform. ‘So it is moving in the
right direction; it provides relief, but we would like more,’ she wrote. Arduin also promoted selling the state lottery,
removing tuition restrictions on universities and community colleges and downsizing the Department of Community
Affairs. In one e-mail, she referred to Crist’s anti-murder bill, which requires prison for violent probation violators, as
‘anti-parole’ and proposed paying for more substance abuse treatment for some parole violators. But much of Arduin’s
work for Rubio focused on his elaborate plan to eliminate property taxes on primary homes, known as homesteads, and
replace most of the revenues by increasing the state sales tax from 6 cents to 8.5 cents. E-mails from December show
Arduin asked budget staffers to study the possibility of raising the sales tax to 11.9 cents and cutting all property taxes. In
January, staffers were considering alternatives to the sales tax increase such as raising taxes on cigarettes, real estate
transactions and corporate income. On Feb. 2, in an e-mail with the subject ‘lets move on tax reform plan now,’ Rubio
asked Arduin and his then-Chief of Staff Richard Corcoran to draft a plan that included, among other things, doubling the
homestead exemption. ‘I really think this is the best package that will be offered,’ Rubio wrote. ‘Lets move on drafting and
analysis but keep it to a small circle for now, I do not want it leaked.’ Arduin suggested replacing portability with $100,000
homestead exemptions. But those ideas fell to the wayside to make way for Rubio’s controversial tax swap, which itself
failed to win support from the Senate, leading to a special session on property taxes. During the special session, which will
begin June 12, lawmakers will instead consider percent-based exemptions, such as half of the median homestead value in
each county, for full-time residents.” [Palm Beach Post, 5/31/07]

In Nearly Four Months Of Work Rubio’s $10,000 A Month Budget Consultant Only Produced 19 Pages Of Work.
“When House Speaker Marco Rubio wanted justification for his plan to replace property taxes with an increase in the sales tax,

he turned to a familiar name in conservative economic circles: Donna Arduin, former budget director to Gov. Jeb Bush.
Arduin, who also worked for California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, is a partner in a consulting firm with Arthur Laffer - as
in the Laffer Curve, the justification of President Reagan’s massive tax cuts in 1981 - and Stephen Moore, former head of the
anti-tax Club for Growth. On Wednesday, Rubio defended the $40,000 taxpayers will have paid Arduin’s firm by the end of
this month as money well-spent. ‘She’s doing a great job,’ he said. ‘She’s done a lot of work. She’s done economic analyses of
all of our plans.’ According to Rubio’s response to a public records request, a 16-page paper titled An Analysis of the
Proposed Property Tax Rollback in Florida, an earlier 15-page draft of the same and an accompanying three pages showing the
potential benefits for various taxpayers are the only written work Arduin has supplied to the House since her contract began
Dec. 1. The three-page paper shows how much money Floridians of different income groups would save on total taxes if
Rubio’s proposal were implemented. The 16-page paper predicts that those tax savings would create jobs and promote
population growth in the state, but does not quantify the economic assumptions that underlie the assertion. Rubio
spokeswoman Jill Chamberlin said Arduin also has given oral advice to Rubio and other House leaders on numerous
occasions. Her contract ends May 31, although it could be renewed if both Rubio and Arduin wish.” [Palm Beach Post,
3/29/07]

MISCELLANEOUS
Rubio Supported $240 Million For Stadium Construction And Renovations For South Florida’s Four Pro Sports
Teams. “State taxpayers could foot the bill for up to $240 million worth of stadium construction and renovations for South
Florida’s four pro sports teams under a plan that has won a preliminary nod from Gov. Charlie Crist and legislative leaders.
While no one can yet predict the fate of the proposal, House Speaker Marco Rubio and Senate President Ken Pruitt are
supportive. ‘I personally support it. I personally will vote for it,’ said Rubio, R-West Miami. ‘But I am not guaranteeing passage
of it. Members are going to decide how they want to vote on it.’” [Sun-Sentinel, 2/2/07]
Rubio Supported A New Stadium For The Florida Marlins. On the last day of session at “At 11:52 p.m. Friday, Miami
Sen. Rudy Garcia and a Senate clerk walked into the House chamber carrying the hope of the Marlins with them. Minutes
earlier, the state Senate passed a bill to give the team $60 million to help build a stadium in Hialeah. Now the bill had eight
minutes for a vote from the chamber before going to Gov. Jeb Bush. At midnight, the session would end.” The bill was too
late, “and Rubio is remaining quiet about the chances, though he strongly supports the idea - and bringing home a Marlins
stadium in his first year as speaker would be a political boon for the rising Republican. ‘Who knows what we’ll be doing next
year. We might legalize bullfighting for all I know,’ he said. Under the bill that nearly passed Friday, the state would not only
give $60 million to the Marlins, it would also open the door to all other professional sports teams to dip into state funds for a
second time.” [Palm Beach Post, 5/7/06]

Florida Revenue Cap Consitituional Amendment
Rubio Voted For Limits On Government Revenues. On April 23, 2008, Rubio voted for the joint resolution that proposes
an amendment to the constitution to revise the current constitutional limit on state revenues. According to the Tallahassee
Democrat, “In what amounts to little more than an election-year statement, the House voted 79-38 on Wednesday to put a
sweeping government revenue cap on the November ballot. The resolution (HJR 7125) by Rep. Frank Attkisson, R-St. Cloud,
would tie the growth in all government revenue to population and inflation plus 1w percent. But it faces almost certain death
in the Senate, where there is little appetite for more debate about government revenue caps and property tax cuts.”
[Tallahassee Democrat, 4/24/08; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/21/08; CS/HJR 7125 – State and Local
Government Revenue Limitation]
The Florida House Passed Rubio’s Constitutional Amendments On Property 1.35% Taxable Value Cap And
Revenue Caps On Local Governments, Measures Went To The Ballot And Required 60% In Favor To Become Law;
Not all Businesses Supported The Measure. “The Florida House passed a tax-cut package today along party lines, but
faces long odds in getting a reluctant Senate to agree to cuts that would dig deeply into local government and school budgets.
The House package would cap property taxes for all categories of homeowners -- permanent homeowners, businesses,
snowbirds -- at 1.35 percent of taxable value, a measure that would slice tax bills by more than 30 percent on average in
Broward and Palm Beach counties. The cap passed on a 79-38 vote, with Democrats nearly united against the cap they said
would decimate services like police and fire protection. The House’s tax-cut program also would place a revenue cap on all

levels of government, from Tallahassee and school districts to city and county halls. In an identical 79-38 vote, the House
passed the ceiling on all revenues, including fees, with annual spending increases determined by population growth and
inflation. Both measures would change the state constitution, so they’d go to the Nov. 4 ballot and need approval from 60
percent of voters. But the Senate has expressed little interest in moving forward with more tax cuts. Rep. Carlos Lopez
Cantera, R-Miami, noted Amendment One focused its benefits on homesteaders, while the 1.35-percent cap spreads an
estimated $6 billion savings to all property owners. To replace the lost revenue, the Legislature would have to increase the
sales tax and come up with other sources of funding. The House’s 1.35-percent cap also is the subject of a citizen petition
supported by House Speaker Marco Rubio, R- West Miami, which is gathering signatures to get the issue on the November
2010 ballot. A big beneficiary would be commercial property owners, but not all business groups are lining up behind Rubio’s
plan. ‘I think we have to be careful to believe that we can just cut, cut, cut,’ said Barnie Bishop, president of Associated
Industries of Florida. ‘We don’t want local government killed off so it can’t provide the services a growing population and a
growing business community needs.’” [Sun-Sentinel, 4/23/08]
Without A Revenue Cap, Rubio Called The Property-Sales Tax A “Potential Recipe For Disaster.” “House Speaker
Marco Rubio says he has always viewed the revenue cap and tax swap as working in concert. But now that the cap has been
killed by the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission, Rubio says the swap is ‘a potential recipe for disaster.’ It’s a marked
difference from last month, when Rubio excitedly promoted the swap plan before the Taxation and Budget Reform
Commission. ‘You’re our last hope,’ urged Rubio, who appointed seven of the 25 members. ‘If you’re waiting on the Florida
Legislature to cut taxes, it isn’t going to happen.’ But Rubio told reporters this afternoon that the swap must work with a cap
on government revenue. Otherwise, governments could get creative in raising fees or taxes to get more money, he said. Asked
if the swap should be taken off the ballot -- a vote the TBRC will make later this week -- the Miami Republican said, ‘I’m very
concerned there is a swap without a cap. If you’re not going to do a revenue cap, you shouldn’t do a swap.’” [St. Petersburg
Times The Buzz Blog 4/21/08]
Rubio Assigned House Staff To Draft A Constitutional Language That Would Cap Government Growth; Conceded
that Florida May Dip In Its Rainy Day Fund. “In the face of multibillion-dollar spending cuts contemplated for health care
and schools, House Speaker Marco Rubio is pushing a plan that could curtail state and local government spending even more.
Rubio, R-West Miami, has assigned House staff to draft constitutional language that would cap government growth, similar to
the proposal that the state’s taxation reform commission will try on Friday to put on the November ballot. The idea is
modeled after Colorado’s “Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights” and would cap state and local spending at the rate of inflation and
population growth, plus 1 percent, and require public votes on any tax increases. For weeks, the West Miami Republican has
lobbied members of the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission to forward the idea of a hard cap on revenue growth to
voters. But the panel has been gridlocked over its potential $1.2 billion state budget impact by 2010. ‘It’s a bad year when
you’ve got these kinds of cuts before the Legislature to say, ‘We’re going to cut you some more,” said Wayne Blanton,
executive director of the Florida School Boards Association. Rubio, though, said the timing for a cap was ideal “because it’s a
year that reminds us that had we had one in place we wouldn’t be going through these budget cuts right now. ‘Had
government been limited in its growth, we would not have to do the reductions in spending that we’re having to do this year,’
he said. However, prospects of lawmakers passing a cap aren’t good. Rubio on Monday conceded that the state’s dire straits
could require dipping into Florida’s ‘rainy day’ fund for as much as $1.7 billion later this year to balance the budget. But that
hasn’t affected the tax-cutting zeal in the House.” [Orlando Sentinel, 4/2/08]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Rhetoric On Local Governments Does Not Offer A Solution To Florida’s Problems. “Florida House
Speaker Marco Rubio is right about one thing -- our state is in crisis. But as this legislative session opens, it would better serve
Floridians to offer real solutions to the problems facing our state. Instead, to judge from his Other Views article on Monday, it
looks like he’ll continue to rail against big, bad local government, the very government elected to provide roads, schools,
police, fire services, libraries, parks and human services to improve the quality of life for our communities. Rubio talks about
the burden of high property taxes and housing affordability. But rather than fixing the real problems -- the inequities in our tax
system coupled with the absurd and escalating cost of property insurance -- the Legislature has given limited relief to only one
sector of taxpayers. Meanwhile, those most affected by the high prices of homes -- working families trying to make ends meet
-- get only token relief. Being paid a decent salary would go much further than saving a few hundred dollars on property taxes.
But with Rubio’s ‘solution’ of revenue and spending caps for local governments, our teachers, human service workers and
public safety personnel will continue to be underpaid. And Rubio completely ignores those in our community who need help
the most: those who don’t own homes. They get no relief at all, just fewer services. But let’s be honest. This isn’t really about
housing opportunities. Rubio fundamentally believes that local government should not be in the business of government.”
[Kay Sorenson The Miami Herald, 3/5/08]

Rubio’s 2008 Legislative Goals Were “A Property Tax Cap That Limits Taxes To 1.35 Percent Of The Value Of All
Property, A Constitutional Amendment To Impose A Spending Cap On State and Local Governments, Insurance
Reform That Move Away From The State-Subsidized System, And Expansion Of A Controversial Medicaid Reform
plan To Miami-Dade County.” “Rubio’s session priorities this year are again broad, ambitious and fiscally conservative. He
wants a property tax cap that limits taxes to 1.35 percent of the value of all property, a constitutional amendment to impose a
spending cap on state and local governments, insurance reforms that move away from the state-subsidized system, and
expansion of a controversial Medicaid reform plan to Miami-Dade county. But unlike last year, when Senate President Ken
Pruitt promised to work so closely with Rubio that the House would be the “architect of ideas” and the Senate “the master
builder,” this year Pruitt has signaled little willingness to endure more bruising fights over taxes or insurance reform. Rubio is
adamant, however, that Florida’s budget crisis is a wake-up call. Florida has become unaffordable, he says, and “it will be a
mistake to treat this year as any other year.” The 36-year-old West Miami Republican may be beginning his second year in
power with the same idealism of his first session, but it will have none of the fanfare. On opening day last year, Rubio gave
legislators copies of his ‘100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future,’ a book of ideas collected from grassroots forums around
the state. But it was one idea, lowering property taxes, that soon overshadowed everything. In the 60-day regular session and
two special sessions, Rubio pushed for deeper tax reforms than what were palatable to the Senate and Democrats. The Senate
not only rejected his proposals, it finally handed the House a take-it-or-leave-it deal and went home. Rubio voted for it Amendment 1 - but privately antagonized Senate leadership when he refused to campaign for its passage and spoke at
Republican gatherings around the state saying he was unsatisfied with it.” [The Bradenton Herald, 3/3/08]
Despite Amendment 1 Being Approved, Rubio Vowed To Push For More Property Tax Cuts In The 2008 Session;
Vowed To Cut Government As Well. “The Senate pushed the governor’s plan to make it easier for all homeowners to buy
insurance from the state-run company. House leadership fought the change but eventually gave in. - After months of debate
on property taxes, the Senate forced the House to accept Amendment 1, a last-minute ballot measure that Rubio decried as
flaccid. House Republicans wanted deeper cuts and accused the Senate of bending to concerns from local governments and
schools. Approved by voters Jan. 29, the measure cuts more than $9-billion from local budgets over the next five years. This
year is lining up to offer similar disagreements. Rubio, undaunted by last year’s loss, promises another run at property tax cuts.
But Pruitt says the Senate is finished with the issue. ‘There will be no concerted effort from the Florida Senate to do anything
other than implement Amendment 1,’ Pruitt recently said. ‘I understand if they don’t want to hear it, it won’t happen,’ Rubio
said. ‘But I can’t allow those pronouncements to be what sets our agenda.’ Similarly, Rubio wants to shrink government. The
$2-billion deficit is an opportunity, he says, to cut government to a more manageable size. He wants to eliminate some state
agencies and has named his top priority as a cap on government spending and revenue. ‘Even as fiscally responsible as we
thought we were being, we allowed state government to grow faster than the ability of our economy to sustain it,’ Rubio said.”
[St. Petersburg Times, 3/2/08]
Rubio Supported A Cap On Local Government Spending And Limit Property Taxes To 1.35 Percent Of A Property’s
Value. “Unsatisfied with the property tax changes last year, Rubio recruited support to a citizen petition saying the legislature
was unable to produce ‘meaningful tax reform and relief.’ The petition, which would limit taxes to 1.35 percent of a property’s
value, failed to attract enough signatures for the November ballot. Rubio said property taxes are now part of a bigger question
for the legislature. ‘Do we want to send a message, constitutionally, that Florida is a state whose government will never be
allowed to be a burden on your pocketbook or our economy?’ Rubio said. Rubio and other anti-tax hawks on his leadership
team have taken note of a proposal to cap local government revenues that received initial support last week from the Taxation
and Budget Reform Commission. The commission, which is still considering the measure, meets once every 20 years and has
the power to put constitutional amendments on the statewide ballot. The plan is similar to the Taxpayers Bill of Rights in
Colorado, which prevents government revenue from increasing beyond growth in population and inflation. Breaking that cap
or creating any tax or fee would need voter approval. ‘I think a revenue cap could be a very powerful message,’ Rubio said. ‘I
think you’ll see us look at something like that.’” [Palm Beach Post, 2/23/08]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Rhetoric On Eliminating State Agencies Was Misleading. “Rubio told business writers and editors that
Florida’s current revenue shortfall should be seen as a chance to change the state’s economy. And that, he said, means we need
to reduce the size and activity of government. ‘I think there’s an opportunity for agency eliminations,’ Rubio said. ‘I think
there’s an opportunity for consolidation. I think there’s an opportunity to go into our base budget and find things that were
put there 30 years ago by legislators who aren’t even around any more, and remove them.’ Having larded the House staff with
a $10,000-a-month consultant on fiscal restraint, a $133,000 parliamentarian and an ex-member who got a $100,000 gig
helping new members learn the process, Rubio knows a thing or two about overstaffing. But he may have picked a poor
example when he said an aide recently told him the state has a ‘Metrics Commission’ to help with conversion to the metric
system, which we abandoned 30 years ago. I checked with the Department of Redundancy Department, which shifted me to it
Division of Repetitive Repetition, which gave me forms to submit to the Bureau of Duplication and/or Overlap.

Unfortunately, all 17 deputy assistant adjunct acting ad-hoc bureau sub-chiefs were on a trade mission to the south of France,
where they hope to recruit buggy whip manufacturers to set up shop in Florida. No, not really. I called the Department of
Management Services, which handles humdrum daily details like phone books and assigning office space. ‘Metrics
Commission? Never heard of it,’ said the DMS Bureau of Humdrum Daily Details. The Rubio aide said she’d seen the title on
a door somewhere and may have given her boss the wrong impression. There’s no way of knowing, but I’ll bet it was some
office that does measurements called “metrics” in education or economic forecasting, maybe even hurricanes. Many businesses
or agencies refer to “metrics” of a proposition, but they don’t mean kilograms and centimeters.” [Bill Cotterell Tallahassee
Democrat, 1/14/08]
Lawmaker Called Rubio’s Idea Of Eliminating State Agencies Insane. “House Speaker Marco Rubio said Wednesday he
will push for “agency eliminations” in the 2008 legislative session. But Senate President Ken Pruitt was cool to the idea and
Sen. Al Lawson, who has represented Tallahassee in the Legislature for 26 years, called it ‘insane.’ Rubio said that to deal with
severe revenue shortfalls, caused by Florida’s re-al-estate slump and other recessionary economic trends, state lawmakers
should prune the size and scope of state government not just to save tax money, but to reduce regulatory burdens that he said
hamper business growth. ‘I think there’s an opportunity for agency eliminations,’ Rubio told business editors and reporters
from across the state. “I think there’s an opportunity for consolidation. I think that there’s an opportunity to go into our base
budget and find things that were put there 30 years ago by legislators who aren’t even around anymore and remove them.’
Rubio, R-West Miami, declined to identify any agencies or services he wants to end. He said House committees are doing a
‘sunset’ review of some agencies. The speaker said an aide recently told him the state budget contains staffing for a Metrics
Commission to help with conversion to the metric system, a federal idea that enjoyed a brief vogue 30 years ago. But the
Department of Management Services was unable to find any such office on Wednesday. ‘We’re working on it right now,’
Rubio said, deferring to House committees on sunset matters. ‘If they come back to me and tell me, ‘You know what? We’ve
found there’s no inefficiencies in state government, there’s no duplication of effort, there’s no overlap, there’s no redundancy,’
I would look at them and say, ‘I don’t believe you.’ But we all know they’re not going to say that because we all know that’s
not the case in any endeavor, even the private sector.’” [Tallahassee Democrat, 1/10/08]

Spending
Rubio Voted Against The $1 Trillion Omnibus Spending Bill. According to Sunshite State News, “Joining seven fellow
Florida Republicans who opposed the $1 trillion spending measure in the House, Sen. Marco Rubio also voted against the
measure. ‘This massive 1,217-plus-page bill represents everything that is wrong with Washington,’ the Miami Republican said
in a statement Saturday. ‘Our country faces major economic challenges, but Congress wasted the whole year stuck in partisan
gridlock, only to pass a funding bill that solves none of our problems, just to avoid a government shutdown. ‘This plan spends
too much, wastes precious taxpayer dollars to fund a menu of job-killing regulations, anti-life provisions and earmarks, and has
been ushered through Congress in a highly secretive and nontransparent manner that didn’t allow for consideration of even a
single amendment. I cannot support it.’ The bill passed 67-32, with Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., and every other Senate Democrat
supporting it, except for Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., who faces a tough re-election fight next year. [Sunshine State News,
12/17/11]
Rubio Voted Against Omnibus Appropriation Conference Report. On December 17, 2011, Rubio voted against the
conference report for the 2012 Omnibus Appropriations Bill. According to Congressional Quarterly Today, “The Senate
brought the fiscal 2012 appropriations season to a close this weekend, putting a $915 billion “megabus” spending package on
the road to the White House. Senators on Dec. 17 voted 67-32 to adopt the conference report for the bill (HR 2055 -conference report: H Rept 112-331), clearing the measure for President Obama’s signature . . . The final package includes the
text of the underlying Military Construction-VA bill and eight other spending measures: Defense, Energy-Water, Financial
Services, Homeland Security, Interior-Environment, Labor-HHS-Education, Legislative Branch and State-Foreign Operations.
Under an agreement, 60 votes were required for adoption of the conference report.” [Roll Call 235, H 2055, 12/17/2011;
Congressional Quarterly Today, 12/17/11]
Rubio Voted Against Continuing Appropriations without Disaster Aid & Energy Offsets. On September 26, 2011,
Rubio voted against the motion to concur in the House amendment with a Reid substitute amendment that would make
continuing appropriations through Nov. 18, 2011, at an annualized rate of $1.043 trillion. According to Congressional
Quarterly Today, “Passage came after the Senate took votes on two seven-week funding measures. First the Senate voted
down, 54-35, a motion to limit debate on a version of the continuing resolution (HR 2608) that would fund government
operations through Nov. 18, at the $1.043 trillion level enacted in the debt limit law (PL 112-25). That version would have

provided $100 million for disaster relief in fiscal 2011. Reid intended for the measure to provide $1 billion, but a drafting error
omitted zeros from funding for the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers. Senate
Democratic leadership aides insisted that the error could have been easily corrected if the underlying amendment secured 60
votes. The Senate then agreed, 79-12, to pass a revised version of Reid’s stopgap measure that would provide government
funding through Nov. 18, but eliminate disaster aid for fiscal 2011 and the energy offsets. Although the Senate votes paved the
way for Congress to avert a government shutdown, lawmakers still need to hash out an agreement on a longer-term funding
measure.” [Roll Call 153, H 2608, 09/26/2011; Congressional Quarterly Today, 9/26/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored The Concurrent Resolution Setting Forth The Congressional Budget For FY 2012 And Future
Fiscal Year Appropriate Budgetary Levels. “Mr. TOOMEY (for himself…Mr. Rubio…) submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was placed on the calendar: S. Con. Res. 21 Resolved by the Senate (the House of
Representatives concurring), SECTION 1. CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2012. (a) Declaration.--Congress declares that this resolution is the concurrent resolution on the budget for fiscal year 2012
and that this resolution sets forth the appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2012 and 2013 through 2021.” [Marco Rubio
CR Article 123, 5/23/11]

Florida Capitol Renovations
2006: After Becoming Speaker, Rubio Spent $2.5 Million In Taxpayer Funds Remodeling His Offices And Raising
Staff Salaries. “After promising to ‘redefine the culture of politics in Florida,’ state House Speaker Marco Rubio has taken
charge like many of his predecessors: spending tax dollars to remodel his offices and hiring political allies at hefty salaries.”
The Miami Herald reported in December 2006. “Total cost so far: $2.5 million… Rubio authorized spending $550,000 to
remodel the House chambers to accommodate his new committee structure, which allows committees to handle both budget
and policy functions. The bulk of the new spending -- $2 million more than his predecessor -- will pay for salary hikes and 20
additional staffers, 17 of whom came from Gov. Jeb Bush’s office.” [Miami Herald, 12/13/06]


Rubio Staffers Earned More Than Their Counterparts In The Florida Senate And Governor’s Office – Even The
Governor. According to the Herald, “[Rubio] Chief of staff Richard Corcoran, who formerly worked for Rubio at the
Republican Party of Florida, who will earn $175,212. That’s $46,000 more than incoming Gov. Charlie Crist, but less than
Corcoran’s $192,000 salary at the state GOP. He also makes more than his Senate counterpart, David Coburn, who is paid
$170,976 as chief of staff to Senate President Ken Pruitt. Spokesman Jose Fuentes and deputy chief of staff Chris Nocco,
each of whom will earn $119,484. That is $23,000 more than Bush’s communications director and just $9,500 less than the
governor himself.” [The Miami Herald, 12/13/06]



Rubio’s Chief Of Staff Had Three Years Of Legislative Experience. According to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune,
“Rubio’s chief of staff, Richard Corcoran, is earning $175,000 with about three years of experience in the Legislature.
That’s more that his counterpart in the Senate, David Coburn, who is making $171,000 after more than 30 years in the
Legislature.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 12/11/06]



Rubio’s Press Secretary Worked In Washington, Had No State Government Experience. “[Jose] Fuentes, 32, has
never held a position in state government,” the St. Petersburg Times reported. “He worked as director of public affairs in
the Miami mayor’s office from May 2005 to January 2006 and held several federal government jobs, including serving as
deputy director of advance for Vice President Dick Cheney from 2001 to 2003, according to his resume. He was a
spokesman for a division within the U.S. State Department and once helped coordinate media outreach for the National
Rifle Association. ‘The salary is comparable to the salary of a (Washington) D.C. communications director,’ Fuentes said.”
[St. Petersburg Times, 12/6/06]

Rubio’s Renovations Included A New Members-Only Dining Room With A Plasma Television. According to the
Palm Beach Post, “A $550,000 revamp of the Florida House ordered by House Speaker Marco Rubio includes a membersonly dining room, a first for the Capitol building... The building now has a cafeteria in the basement and a snack bar on the
10th floor, both of which are open to the public. The new dining room, which has its own kitchen and a plasma TV on the
wall, is too small to seat all 120 House members at once.” [Palm Beach Post, 12/6/06]



News- Journal Editorial: Rubio’s Members-Only Dining Room Contrary To Florida Sunshine Laws. “[Rubio’s]
plan to create a private dining room for lawmakers, reported last week by the Palm Beach Post, fails the common-sense
test,” the Daytona Beach News-Journal editorialized in December 2006. “The first, and most important, objection is that
word ‘private.’ Florida’s government-in-the-sunshine laws are strict and explicit. Lawmakers can’t get together to discuss
the public’s business away from the public eye, either as a group or in private groups of more than two. Give them a place
where they can eat and chat away in privacy, and sunshine laws will be shattered -- anyone who’s lived through the
pressure-cooker atmosphere of the legislative session can attest to as much.” [Daytona Beach News-Journal Editorial,
12/11/06]

Rubio Paid 24 House Staffers Over $100,000 Annually And Hired 20 More Full-Time Employees Than His
Predecessor. “In all, Rubio is paying 24 House employees more than $100,000 annually, compared with 16 employees under
his predecessor, Panama City Republican Allan Bense,” the Sarasota Herald-Tribune reported. “There are 312 full-time
employees under Rubio, 20 more than under Bense. And the total paid to House staff in Tallahassee has risen to about $16.4
million, compared with $15 million under Bense.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 12/11/06]
Rubio On Spending Questions: “You’re Treating Me Like O.J. Or Something”. “Marco Rubio was joking as a phalanx
of TV cameras rushed toward him last week with a bombardment of questions. ‘You’re treating me like O.J. or something,’ he
said with a wan smile. It was that kind of week for the young Florida House speaker assumed to be the Republican Party’s best
hope for higher offices in the future. Instead, less than a month after officially becoming one of the state’s most powerful
politicians, the 35-year-old from West Miami is defending a spending spree with taxpayers’ money that includes a $1 million
increase in staff salaries and a $600,000 renovation in the Capitol that includes a new dining room for lawmakers.” [Sarasota
Herald-Tribune, 12/11/06]
Rubio Claimed Renovations Were Needed Due To New Committee Structures, Called Members-Only Dining
Room “Spartan”. In an op-ed defending his spending, Rubio wrote that “The vast majority of this was spent on
reconfiguring office space to fit our new committee structure, not cosmetic changes… We did not build a new members-only
dining area; we relocated an existing members-only dining area to an existing space one floor below. We did so because in the
past we would work during lunch… It is a simple and Spartan room with tables and chairs to eat -- nothing fancy. It is open to
the media to inspect and has been all summer.” [Rubio Op-Ed, Orlando Sentinel, 12/15/06]


Rubio Blamed “Cost-Of-Living Increases” For Higher Chief Of Staff Salary. “You say that we are paying my chief
of staff $40,000 more than Gov.-elect Charlie Crist will make when he’s sworn in,” Rubio wrote in his Orlando Sentinel
op-ed. Well, then, that means that the Senate chief of staff is making almost $36,000 more than the governor is. We
arrived at Richard Corcoran’s salary by going back six years and providing for cost-of-living increases for those chiefs of
staff. But again, how is the chief of staff’s salary a delusion of grandeur?” [Rubio Op-Ed, Orlando Sentinel, 12/15/06]

Miami Herald Editorial: Rubio Growing Government While Floridians Struggle. In December 2006, the Miami Herald
editorialized that “New Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio should have paid more attention the advice in his book 100 Ideas
for Florida’s Future, particularly the warning: ‘Do not un-necessarily expand the role of government.’ We would add: Do not
unnecessarily increase recurring expenses by adding expensive political staffers -- and not reducing staff elsewhere. Yet that’s
exactly what Mr. Rubio has done -- along with pricey renovations to the House chambers. One month into his new job, he has
spent $2.5 million in taxpayer money. Bills passed or crises resolved: zero… For six years, Mr. Rubio and Florida’s GOP
leaders have been preaching fiscal discipline and smaller government. They have underfunded education, Medicaid, the
Department of Children & Families and other social services. Now, while Floridians struggle to pay their homeowners’
insurance and property taxes, Mr. Rubio is handing out six-digit salaries to grow government. Shame on you, Mr. Rubio, for
not practicing what you preach.” [Miami Herald Editorial, 12/14/06]
Orlando Sentinel Editorial: Rubio Has “Delusions Of Grandeur.” The Orlando Sentinel editorialized in December 2006,
“It looks like free-spending Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio’s book 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future fell one idea
short: How about not pouring taxpayer money down a rat hole? Mr. Rubio, a Miami Republican, embarked on a spending and
hiring spree that’s shocking even by Tallahassee’s low standards. “ [Orlando Sentinel Editorial, 12/13/06]
Tampa Tribune Editorial: Rubio Spending Spree “Almost Impossible To Defend”. “Rubio has gone on a hiring and
spending spree that’s almost impossible to defend - spending $2.5 million on salary hikes, additional staff and renovations to
the House office building in Tallahassee… Rubio says his hiring and remodeling decisions were ‘part of a plan to change the
way we operate.’ He says his motivation has ‘nothing to do with self-aggrandizement or personal paybacks.’ But that’s not how

it looks. It’s true that Rubio’s spending is in line with some of his predecessors and that a talented staff doesn’t come cheap.
But the surge in salaries and personnel hardly sends a signal that Rubio will contain the growth of government. Instead, it
reflects a disappointing sense of entitlement.” [Tampa Tribune Editorial, 12/23/06]
Palm Beach Post Editorial: Rubio Served “Bold Personal Extravagance”. “Before Rep. Marco Rubio, R-West Miami,
has had a chance to do anything for the people of Florida, he has done a lot for himself,” the Palm Beach Post editorialized in
December 2006. “The 35-year-old speaker, who many in Tallahassee figure aims to be governor, U.S. senator or more, has
spent $1 million on new staff and about $600,000 on what has become a ritual every two years for each new, supposedly smallgovernment Republican speaker: fancier offices… ‘Bold public policy’ is Rep. Rubio’s goal. So far, he’s serving up bold
personal extravagance.” [Editorial Palm Beach Post, 12/14/06]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio A “Throwback,” “Imperial Speaker” Indulging In “Cronyism And Secrecy”.
“Rubio the imperial speaker is a throwback who already is indulging in the excesses of money, cronyism and secrecy,” the St.
Petersburg Times editorialized. “He scheduled meetings of House Republicans at the pricey WaterColor resort in Santa Rosa
Beach, conveniently distant from the capital press corps and any scrutiny. Lobbyists were solicited to write checks to the state
Republican Party to underwrite the cost, a transparent end run around the gift ban law. Back in the Capitol, Rubio has
demonstrated a similar hubris that raises red flags about his judgment. He has gone on a wild spending spree on renovating
offices, throwing around six-figure salaries and creating new jobs… Among the changes in the Capitol is a new dining room
for House members only that will be off-limits to reporters and the rest of the public. No need to mingle with the masses in
the Capitol cafeteria or the restaurants down the street. The private retreat is billed as a way to save time and work harder, but
it easily will become a hideaway to conduct public business. This clubby sense of privilege is part of Washington that should
not be imitated by part-time legislators in Tallahassee.” [St. Petersburg Times Editorial, 12/7/06]

CIVIL RIGHTS
Detainment
Rubio Wrote A Letter Defending His Support For The Controversial Provisions Of The National Defense
Authorization Act, Including A Provision That Allowed Indefinite Detention Of Terrorists Without A Trial.
According to the St. Petersburg’s The Buzz Blog, “Sen. Marco Rubio was forced Wednesday to defend of his support of
controversial provisions of the National Defense Authorization Act. ‘In particular, some people are wrongly suggesting that
this legislation will allow the military to capture and indefinitely detain any American citizen, and that the US Armed Forces
would be able to perform law enforcement functions on American soil because of the authority conferred under Sections 1031
and 1032 of the Act,’ Rubio wrote. ‘While I do have other serious concerns with this legislation, those particular assertions
could not be further from the truth.’ Critics contend the language allowing indefinite detention of terrorist suspects without a
trial is too expansive. The Senate Tuesday voted on an amendment that would remove the detainee measures but it failed.
Rubio voted no, to reject the amendment. Democratic Sen. Bill Nelson voted yes.” [St. Petersburg Times, The Buzz Blog,
12/1/11]
Rubio Voted to Allow Indefinite Detention for Enemy Combatants. On December 1, 2011, Rubio voted for an
amendment to the 2012 Defense Authorization bill to allow the president to hold enemy combatants indefinitely. The
amendment “would clarify that the president would retain the option to hold individuals captured as part of operations
connected to the 2001 authorization of use of military force in Afghanistan in military detention until the end of the conflict.”
[Roll Call 217, S 1867, 12/01/2011; Congressional Quarterly, 12/1/11]
Rubio Voted Against Prohibiting US Citizens from Being Held Indefinitely Without Charges. On December 1, 2011,
Rubio against an amendment that would prohibit U.S. citizens from being held in indefinite detention without being charged
or brought to trial. [Roll Call 214, S 1867, 12/01/2011]
Rubio Voted Against Limiting Mandatory Military Custody of Terror Suspects. On December 1, 2011, Rubio voted
against an amendment that would limit mandatory military custody to suspected terrorists captured outside of the United
States. [Roll Call 213, S 1867, 12/01/2011]
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S. 1867 The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012, Which
Would Strike A Waiver For National Security Interests To Detain Certain Individuals. With this amendment Rubio
sought to strike down a waiver that would preclude the DoD from detaining a certain individual in the name of national
security. According to the Congressional Record, “SA 1290. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 1867, to authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2012 for military activities of the Department of Defense,
for military construction, and for defense activities of the Department of Energy, to prescribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other purposes; as follows: On page 362, strike lines 8 through 15.” “In a letter, Rubio wrote, “I know
this bill is not perfect; in fact, I proposed 2 Amendments to prevent the President from transferring foreign terrorists to the
US to be prosecuted in the federal court system, and I joined with Senators DeMint, Coburn, and Lee to vote against cloture.”
[CR S7858, 11/18/11; Marco Rubio, Website, 11/30/11]
On The Floor, Rubio Sought To Clarify His Support Of The National Defense Authorization Act As Some
Criticized It Allowed the Military To Capture And Indefinitely Detain Any American Citizen. “Mr. RUBIO. Mr.
President, some people are wrongly suggesting that the National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 2012, this
legislation will allow the military to capture and indefinitely detain any American citizen, and that the U.S. Armed Forces
would be able to perform law enforcement functions on American soil because of the authority conferred under sections 1031
and 1032 of the act. Several people have asked about my votes on the National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 2012.
In particular, some people are wrongly suggesting that this legislation will allow the military to capture and indefinitely detain
any American citizen, and that the U.S. Armed Forces would be able to perform law enforcement functions on American soil
because of the authority conferred under sections 1031 and 1032 of the act. While I do have other serious concerns with this
legislation, those particular assertions could not be further from the truth. I want to take this time to explain what the law
actually does, what my position is on these issues, and why I joined with Senators Demint, Coburn and Lee to vote for those
specific sections but against cloture on the final bill… Together, these two sections do the following: They affirm the authority
of the executive branch to act within our national interest, and they provide the Federal Government with the tools that are
needed to maintain our national security. This bill does not overturn the Posse Comitatus Act; the military will not be

patrolling the streets. This bill does not take away our rights as citizens or lawful permanent residents; the authority under this
act does not take away one’s habeas rights. These sections do not take away an individual’s rights to equal protection under the
14th amendment to the U.S. Constitution, nor do they take away one’s due process rights afforded under the 5th or 14th. If
this bill did such a thing, I would strongly oppose it.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 150, 11/30/11]
Rubio Voted Against Striping Provisions Regarding the Legal Status of Detainees Suspected of Terrorism. On
November 29, 2011, Rubio voted against an amendment that would strike language in the bill regarding the legal status of
detainees suspected of terrorism or of being affiliated with terrorist groups. It would instead require Congress to hold hearings
with Pentagon and administration officials on the handling of terrorism suspects. According to the Associated Press, “In a
strong message to the Obama administration, the Senate on Tuesday overwhelmingly rejected an effort to strip provisions
dealing with terror suspects from a massive defense bill. The White House has threatened to veto the bill over several
provisions, including one requiring military custody of a suspect deemed to be a member of al-Qaida or its affiliates and
involved in plotting or committing attacks on the United States.” [Roll Call 210, S 1867, 11/29/2011; Associated Press,
11/29/11]
Rubio Voted to Bar Justice Department Funds From Being Used To Try Terrorist Suspects In Civilian Court. On
October 21, 2011, Rubio voted for an amendment that would bar the use of Justice Department funds for civilian trials of
suspects belonging to al Qaeda or its affiliates who may have planned an attack on the United States. According to the
Concord Monitor, “the Senate on Friday refused to require terrorism suspects affiliated with al- Qaida and similar groups to be
tried in U.S. military tribunals rather than in the federal judiciary. More than 200 terrorism defendants have been successfully
prosecuted in federal courts by the George W. Bush and Obama administrations. But backers of this amendment to HR 2112
(above) argued U.S. security and intelligence- gathering are better served if these suspects are subjected to military justice, in
which due process is more limited than in federal courts. Sen. Kelly Ayotte, a Republican from New Hampshire, said: ‘In no
other conflict have we treated our enemies as criminals and tried them in our civilian court system. I believe we need to stop
criminalizing this war, and that is why I have brought forward this amendment. These individuals should be . . . tried in (the)
military.’ Sen. Richard Durbin, a Democrat from Illinois, said federal courts have been ‘used repeatedly over the last 10 years
to stop terrorists in their tracks, prosecute them, incarcerate them and make them pay a heavy punishment for what they tried
to do to the United States.’ [Roll Call 186, H 2112, 10/21/2011; Concord Monitor, 10/23/11]

Patriot Act
On The Floor, Rubio Spoke In Favor Of Extending Key Provisions OF The PATRIOT Act For An Additional Four
Years. Rubio: “Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, the PATRIOT Act has been an indispensable, life-saving tool for the law
enforcement and intelligence communities that work tirelessly to protect our Nation from terrorist attacks. In these dangerous
times, the PATRIOT Act should give a little more peace of mind to millions of Americans and give those seeking to do us
harm good reason to rethink their diabolical plans. Earlier this year, I voted to extend the PATRIOT Act. Today, I reaffirm
my support for reauthorizing key PATRIOT Act provisions for an additional 4 years. Our Nation’s security has and will
always be a top priority for me. As a member of the Senate’s Select Committee on Intelligence, I am aware of the constant
threat our Nation faces from terrorists and individuals who hate us and want to impose their radical view of the world at all
costs. Any changes or limits on the PATRIOT Act would only give these extremists an opening to strike us. While some may
disagree on this issue, I simply cannot allow those tasked with protecting our people from being deprived of these vital, lawful
means to help prevent an attack.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 103, 5/26/11]
Rubio Was Absent During Votes On PATRIOT Act Amendments. “The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Paul] proposes en
bloc amendments numbered 363 and 365.The amendments are as follows: AMENDMENT NO. 363 (Purpose: To clarify that
the authority to obtain information under the USA PATRIOT Act and subsequent reauthorizations does not include authority
to obtain certain firearms records) …AMENDMENT NO. 365 (Purpose: To limit suspicious activity reporting requirements
to requests from law enforcement agencies, and for other purposes)… Mr. KYL. The following Senators are necessarily
absent: …Senator from Florida (Mr. Rubio).” [Marco Rubio CR Article 140, 5/26/11]
Rubio Was Absent On A Motion To Proceed Vote On The Extension Of Provisions In The USA Patriot Act. “The
question is, Is it the sense of the Senate that debate on the motion to proceed to S. 1038, a bill to extend the expiring
provisions of the USA PATRIOT Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005 and the Intelligence Reform and Terrorist
Prevention Act of 2004 until June 1, 2015, and for other purposes, shall be brought to a close?... Mr. KYL. The following
Senators are necessarily absent:…the Senator from Florida (Mr. Rubio)…” [Marco Rubio CR Article 135, 5/23/11]

Rubio Voted For Extending Patriot Act Provisions. On February 15, 2011, Rubio voted for legislation that would extend
three provisions of the anti-terrorism law known as the Patriot Act through May, 27, 2011, that were set to expire at the end of
February. The provisions allow the government to seek court orders for “roving” wiretaps on suspects who use multiple
devices or modes of communication, to request access to “any tangible thing” deemed related to a terrorism investigation and
to seek warrants to conduct surveillance of “lone wolf” foreign terrorist suspects who may not be connected to a larger
terrorist group. Without the three provisions, said Senate Intelligence Committee Chairman Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., “our
law enforcement and intelligence agencies would lack important tools to protect this nation.” [Roll Call 19, H 514,
02/15/2011; The Associated Press, 2/16/11]

Other
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Creating A Council On The Social Status Of Black Men And Boys. On April 25, 2006, Rubio
voted in favor of creating a 19-member Council on the Social Status of Black Men and Boys. The council would study the
conditions affecting Black men and boys, including, but not limited to, the homicide rates, arrest and incarceration rates,
poverty, violence, drug abuse, death rates, disparate annual income levels, school performance in all grade levels including
postsecondary levels, and health issues. According to the Miami Herald, “The 19-member council, which would be run out of
the state attorney general’s office, would study the social disparities facing black men and boys, including high arrest rates,
drug abuse and school performance. […] Among the members: Four lawmakers from the House and Senate from both
political parties, a representative from the state Department of Children and Families, and a black business person. If the law is
passed, the council would start work in January studying why so many black males are in prison, drop out of school and abuse
drugs.” [Miami Herald, 4/28/06; HB 21 - Social Status of Black Men and Boys; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 4/11/06]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Helping Ex-Felons Regain Their Civil Rights. On April 21, 2006, Rubio voted in favor of a
bill that would require the administrator of a county detention facility to provide an application form obtained from the Parole
Commission relating to restoration of civil rights to a prisoner who has been convicted of a felony at least two weeks before
discharge, if possible. According to the Miami Herald, the vote was on “a bill requiring county jails to help thousands of
inmates apply for their civil rights once they have paid for their crimes. The bill […] closes a little-known loophole in state law
that has cost an estimated 50,000 felons since 1980 the chance to vote, serve on a jury, hold public office or qualify for various
occupational licenses.” [Miami Herald, 5/2/06; HB 55 - Restoration of Civil Rights; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 4/10/06]
Rubio Voted For Allowing Noncitizens To Own Real Property. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill that eliminates
the state’s authority to regulate or prohibit the ownership, inheritance, disposition, and possession of real property by aliens
ineligible for citizenship. The current “alien land law” provision was adopted in 1926 to bar certain nationalities of immigrants,
principally Asians, from acquiring land in Florida, as federal law at the time prohibited people of those nationalities from
becoming U.S. citizens. This joint resolution proposes amending the Florida Constitution to remove the alien land law. [HJR
657 – Rights of Noncitizens to Own Real Property; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/26/04]
Rubio Voted To Change Offensive Names On State Historical Sites. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill that
“[r]emoves from state maps names of places that are racially offensive or that include religious or ethnic slurs,” the Tampa
Tribune reported. [CS/SB 444 – Abrogating Offensive Place Names; Tampa Tribune, 5/2/04]
Rubio Voted For A Civil-rights Bill Allowing The State To Sue People Or Organizations For Discrimination. On
May 16, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would allow the Attorney General to bring suit against an individual or organization
for perpetuating discriminatory practices. The bill also makes it illegal to segregate or discriminate in places of public
accommodation. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, “The state can file civil-rights lawsuits against businesses suspected
of using subtle forms of racial or gender discrimination, under a law signed Wednesday by Gov. Jeb Bush. Attorney General
Charlie Crist, who made the statute the centerpiece of his 2003 legislative package, said the new law is needed because the
blatant discrimination of the segregation era -- separate restrooms and movie theaters or white-only lunch counters -- are no
longer seen in public places. But he said Florida law needed to be brought in line with the 1964 federal statutes on public
accommodation, to prevent incidents like one at a Perry lounge and package store where a black Maryland legislator said he
was told to use a side entrance and be served in a back room. Crist said the change was largely motivated by a settlement with
a Daytona Beach hotel that required black guests to wear identifying wrist bands and a south Miami Beach restaurant case in

which tips were automatically added to the tabs of black customers -- but not to those of white diners. Crist credited his
predecessor, ex-Attorney General Bob Butterworth, with preparing the bill and working for its passage in previous legislative
sessions.” [HB 143A – Florida Civil Rights Act of 1992; Tallahassee Democrat, 6/19/03]

CIVIL CASES
Rubio Voted To Protect Restaurants And Other Food Vendors From Customers Who Seek Damages For Weight
Gain. On March 5, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill that provides immunity from civil liability for personal injury or wrongful
death to manufacturers, distributors and sellers of foods or nonalcoholic beverages intended for human consumption. The
immunity covers liabilities that are premised on weight gain, obesity, or related health conditions. The immunity is waived if
the defendant manufacturer, distributor or seller failed to provide nutritional content information, as required by law, or has
provided materially false or misleading information to the public in any form. According to the Palm Beach Post, “At the
urging of the influential Florida Restaurant Association, the House has wasted little time passing a bill that would shield
restaurants from portly patrons looking for somebody to sue…. Sponsored by Rep. David Simmons, a Republican attorney
from Longwood, and Sen. Rod Smith, a Democratic attorney from Alachua, the proposal would protect restaurants and other
food vendors from lawsuits filed by customers who seek damages for their weight gain and associated, potentially lifethreatening illnesses. ‘I don’t think that the lawsuit is the right vehicle for the consequences of the choices that people make,’
Smith said. Braced for an expected barrage of guffaws, supporters insist they need to protect the industry from frivolous
lawsuits and an army of attorneys who made billions of dollars by suing cigarette manufacturers in the late 1980s and who are
accused of being hungry for more deep pockets. Already, fast food companies and restaurants are feeling the pinch of rising
insurance rates related to a fear of lawsuits, Smith said. ‘These lawsuits are cropping up around the country,’ said Robert
Coker, a legislative analyst for the restaurant association, which helped draft the legislation. The proposals would not protect
the industry from false labeling or traditional negligence lawsuits, and they have garnered little opposition other than a few
pithy quips from legislative leaders. Senate President Jim King, R-Jacksonville, who often makes fun of his own Hitchcockian
frame, couldn’t resist joking about the ‘enormity’ of Florida’s obesity problem. ‘Do we need this bill? Probably not. But it will
pass,’ King said. Gov. Jeb Bush, an unrepentant critic of trial lawyers, is expected to sign the legislation when it reaches his
desk. ‘While the governor has not seen the legislation you are referring to, he has made it very clear that he does not support
fry-volous lawsuits,’ joked spokeswoman Alia Faraj. [Palm Beach Post, 3/13/04; HB 333 – Immunity from Civil Liability;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 2/12/04]

Award Settlements
Rubio Did Not Vote For Authorization Of A Settlement To A Paralyzed Man. On April 29, 2008, Rubio did not vote on
a bill to authorize the payment of a $3.9 million settlement to Brian Daiagi. Mr. Daiagi was injured when he crashed a dirt-bike
into a culvert on South Florida Water Management District owned land. The Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel reported that
“According to legislative aides, the water management district allowed BellSouth Telecommunications Inc. to bury cables in
the culvert with the understanding a fence would be erected to block the culvert. When the company failed to do that, the
district should have stepped in, the aides said, saying the district had a duty to warn of the hazard.” [Fort Lauderdale SunSentinel, 4/30/08; CS/HB 787 – Relief/Brian Daiagi/SFWMD; Florida House of Representatives, 3/31/08]
Rubio Voted For Compensating Wrongly Incarcerated Persons. On April 27, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that would
compensate people wrongly incarcerated $50,000 per year they spent in jail if they are adjudged to have been innocent. To
receive compensation the Florida Legislature most appropriate funds and the wrongly incarcerated party must agree to forgo
any future legal remedies. The bill would have allowed Alan Jerome Crotzer to collect $1.25 million for being wrongly
incarcerated for more than 24 years. According to the USA Today, “for the second time in as many years Florida’s Legislature
has failed to pass a bill that would give Crotzer financial compensation for his wrongful conviction -- for the nearly quarter
century that the state’s criminal justice system mistakenly forced him to spend in prison. Though the House passed a measure
that would have given Crotzer $1.25 million, the state senate didn’t act on the bill in the recently ended legislative session…
Florida is one of 29 states that does not have a law prescribing how wrongfully convicted persons should be compensated for
lost freedom, according to the Innocence Project, a national organization that promotes DNA testing to exonerate innocent
people. The state deals with these matters on a case-by-case basis -- and in Crotzer’s case it has dealt with him badly. ‘There
has to be a process through the Legislature to pay people for the time they spend in prison for crimes they didn’t do. The
money and an apology are critical for their healing,’ says Jenny Greenberg, executive director of the Innocence Project of
Florida.” [USA Today, 5/8/07; CS/CS/HB 125 – Relief/Alan Jerome Crotzer; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 4/24/07]
Rubio Voted To Pay Wrongfully Imprisoned Wilton Dedge A $2 Million Settlement. On December 8, 2005, Rubio
voted for a bill that compensated a man who was wrongfully convicted and imprisoned. “A man who spent 22 years in prison

for a crime he did not commit received $2-million and a personal apology from House Speaker Allan Bense Thursday as a
four-day special Legislative session drew to a close,” the St. Petersburg Times reported. “Wilton Dedge, the Brevard County
man sentenced to two consecutive life terms in 1982 after being convicted of sexual battery, aggravated battery and burglary,
watched stonily from the visitor’s gallery as members of the House of Representatives voted 117-2 to compensate him for loss
of liberty, lost wages and legal fees, a move they failed to take during the regular session earlier this year.” [SB 12B – Wilton
Dedge Compensation; St. Petersburg Times, 12/9/05]
Rubio Voted For Approving A $4.7 Million Settlement On Behalf Of Volusia County. On March 18, 2004, Rubio voted
for a bill that would pay $4.7 million to Cordell Davidson and Veronica Hensley Davidson for an accident involving a fire
engine. According to the Associated Press State & Local Wire, “Cordell Davidson and his wife Veronica were struck by a
county fire truck on March 6, 1999. County officials approved a $4.9 million settlement last year; state law requires counties to
obtain legislative approval before paying more than $200,000 in personal injury cases. Cordell Davidson lost full use of his left
leg in the accident, despite 17 surgeries to repair damage he sustained in the crash. His medical bills have exceeded $1.1
million, and his total economic loss was estimated at $1.5 million. Veronica Davidson lost her left leg and suffered numerous
internal injuries. Her medical bills have totaled $113,904; her economic loss was estimated at nearly $1.2 million. The House
action enables Volusia County to pay the couple $1.175 million annually through 2007.” [Associated Press State & Local Wire,
3/18/04; HB 683 – Volusia County; Florida House of Representatives, 3/5/04]
Rubio Voted For Awarding Damages To Struck High School Student. On March 18, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that
provides for the relief of Bronwen Dodd by the District School Board of Escambia County and authorizes and directs the
District School Board of Escambia County to compensate Bronwen Dodd for personal injuries that she suffered due to the
negligence of an employee of the school board. In the case Della Truitt, an Escambia County School Board employee acting in
the scope of her employment, was driving a full size school bus with 13 middle school students. The bus struck eighteen-yearold Bronwen Dodd who was driving by in a 1988 Honda Civic. [HB 765 – Escambia County; Florida House of
Representatives, 3/4/04]
Rubio Voted For Settlement For School Bus Accident. On April 23, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that provides for the
relief of Ryan Besancon, a minor, by and through his parents and natural guardians, Mark and Laurie Besancon, for injuries
sustained due to the negligence of the Indian River County School Board. According to the Press Journal, “Florida lawmakers
have closed the book on a 1999 Indian River County school bus tragedy by approving measures to compensate the last group
of families of those involved in the crash that killed two and injured more than a dozen. Both the House and Senate have
approved three separate claims bills totaling $657,500 to compensate the families of those affected by the January 1999
accident caused when an Indian River County school bus ran a stop sign and collided into a citrus truck.” [Press Journal,
4/27/04; HB 831 - Indian River County School Board; Florida House of Representatives, 3/4/04]
Rubio Voted For Settlement For School Bus Accident. On April 23, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that provides for the
relief of Amanda Johnson, a minor, by and through Virginia Johnson and Charles Johnson, her parents and natural guardians,
for injuries sustained due to the negligence of the Indian River County School Board. According to the Press Journal, “Florida
lawmakers have closed the book on a 1999 Indian River County school bus tragedy by approving measures to compensate the
last group of families of those involved in the crash that killed two and injured more than a dozen. Both the House and Senate
have approved three separate claims bills totaling $657,500 to compensate the families of those affected by the January 1999
accident caused when an Indian River County school bus ran a stop sign and collided into a citrus truck.” [Press Journal,
4/27/04; HB 833 - Indian River County School Board; Florida House of Representatives, 3/4/04]
Rubio Voted For Settlement For School Bus Accident. On April 23, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that provides for the
relief of Debra Smith, Pamela Hughes, Michael Truitt, and Charles Hughes; authorizes and directs the Indian River County
School Board to compensate them for the death of their father, Sammie Lee Hughes, due to the negligence of the school
board. According to the Press Journal, “Florida lawmakers have closed the book on a 1999 Indian River County school bus
tragedy by approving measures to compensate the last group of families of those involved in the crash that killed two and
injured more than a dozen. Both the House and Senate have approved three separate claims bills totaling $657,500 to
compensate the families of those affected by the January 1999 accident caused when an Indian River County school bus ran a
stop sign and collided into a citrus truck.” [Press Journal, 4/27/04; HB 835 - Indian River County; Florida House of
Representatives, 3/4/04]
Rubio Voted For Approving A $40,000 Settlement To A School Bus Crash Victim. On May 4, 2003, Rubio voted for
approving Indian River County School Board’s settlement with Tylor Griffeth, who was a passenger on a school bus involved
in a crash. According to the Fort Pierce Tribune, “Florida lawmakers approved a trio of measures to provide $325,000 in

financial relief to the families and survivors of a 1999 Indian River County school bus crash that killed two and injured more
than a dozen children. The family of Taylor Rosemond will receive $60,000 to offset medical costs incurred following the
accident. The family of Tylor Griffeth, now 10, will receive $40,000 for injuries and medical expenses.” [HB 305 – Indian
River County School Board; Relief of Tyler Griffeth; Fort Pierce Tribune, 4/18/03]
Rubio Voted For Settlement For Injured Student. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that provides for relief of
Jacob P. Darna and compensates him for injuries sustained as result of negligence of Lee Co. School Board. This is a
settlement of a contested, excess judgment claim whereby the Lee County School Board agrees to pay Jacob P. Darna $75,000
for injuries sustained during a school assembly. The school board previously paid $100,000. [SB 20 - Relief/Jacob P. Darna/
Lee Co; Florida Senate, 11/27/02]
Rubio Voted For Settlement For Injured Man. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that provides for relief of James
T. Edwards for injuries suffered as result of negligence of Hillsborough County. The bill directs a payment to the Agency for
Health Care Administration in the amount of $198,186.73 on behalf of Mr. James T. Edwards for outstanding Medicaid claims
and to direct the remainder to be paid into the James Thomas Edwards special needs trust. [SB 30 - Relief/ James Edwards;
Florida Senate, 11/27/02]
Rubio Voted for Settlement for Injured Individuals. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that provides for relief of
Richard & Denise Ebner for injuries sustained due to negligence of St. Lucie County. This bill is a settlement in the amount of
$50,000 from St. Lucie County funds to compensate Richard Ebner and Denise Ebner for injuries caused by the negligence of
St. Lucie County in operating a motor vehicle. The settlement was for $200,000. [SB 40 - Relief/Ebner/ St. Lucie Co; Florida
Senate, 2/4/03]
Rubio Voted For Approving A $400,000 Settlement For A Wrongful Death Suit. On May 1, 2003, Rubio voted for
approving a $400,000 settlement to be paid to Asbel Llerena. Mr. Llerena’s wife was killed in a car crash involving a Hialeah
Police Officer who was responding to a call. [HB 1689 – City of Hialeah; Florida House of Representatives, 3/20/03]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Authorizing Brevard County To Pay Out $75,705 In Damages To A Couple Injured In Car
Accident Caused By County Employee. On April 25, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of authorizing and directing Brevard
County to compensate Howard and Donna Evarts $75, 705 for injuries suffered in a car accident caused by a Brevard County
employee. [HB 799 - Brevard County; Florida House of Representatives, 3/7/03]
Rubio Voted For Approving A $1,250,000 Settlement The Sarasota County School Board Made In A Wrongful Death
Suit. On April 25, 2003, Rubio voted for approving a $1,250,000 settlement to be paid to the family of Michael Yahraus. Mr.
Yahraus was a County Paramedic/EMT who was participating in a training course to allow him to participate in SWAT team
operations. An instructor’s training pistol was incorrectly loaded with blanks which caused the cap on the end of the barrel to
be forced out and hit Mr. Yahraus. According to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, “Michael died in September 2000 when he
accidentally was shot during a Criminal Justice Training Academy class at the Sarasota County Technical Institute. An
instructor, playing the role of a fleeing suspect in a traffic stop exercise, fired a plugged handgun loaded with a blank, toward
Yahraus. The plug caused the gun to misfire, and a piece of lead ricocheted off a car and hit Yahraus, lodging in his brain.
Yahraus, 32, was declared brain dead the next morning. His widow sued the School Board, which runs SCTI, for negligence.
The two sides settled the case for $1.25 million in January 2002. The School Board immediately paid $200,000, the maximum
amount it was liable for under state law, and agreed not to oppose her effort to recover the remainder of the settlement in a
claims bill. Denise Yahraus sued on behalf of herself and three young children. Her husband was participating in a 16-week
law enforcement training course in an effort to qualify for a SWAT team. Some lawmakers opposed the settlement because the
claim will be paid from Sarasota County’s share of a job training fund.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 5/2/03; HB 1691 – Sarasota
County School Board; Relief of Denise Yahraus, Nadia Yahraus, Michael Yahraus, and Jonathan Yahraus; Florida House of
Representatives, 3/20/03]
Rubio Voted For Approving A $225,000 Settlement By Indian River County To Compensate School Bus Crash
Victims. On April 25, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would approve a $225,000 settlement to pay Clay and Tatiana
Haywood for damages caused by an Indian River County school bus crash. According to the Fort Pierce Tribune, “On Jan.
25, 1999, the students were passengers in a bus driven by Indian River County school employee Debbie Colletti. The bus was
traveling west on 45th Street when the driver ran a stop sign and collided with a semi-trailer traveling south on 66th Avenue.
The collision killed 63-year-old truck driver Sammie Hughes of Fort Pierce and 8-year-old bus passenger Victor Dixon.
Fourteen other children were injured in the crash…. three bills passed both chambers. The first compensates the family of
Tatiana and Clay Haywood, 11 and 9 at the time of the accident. They will receive $225,000 over a three-year period for

injuries and ongoing medical expenses.” [Fort Pierce Tribune, 5/4/03; HB 1249 – Indian River County; Relief of Clay
Haywood and Tatiana Haywood; Florida House of Representatives, 3/12/03]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Authorizing Brevard County to Pay $75, 705 in Damages to a Man Injured in Car Accident
Caused by County Employee. On April 25, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of authorizing and directing Brevard County to
compensate Alan Hammer $75, 705 for injuries suffered in a car accident caused by a Brevard County employee. [HB 797 Brevard County; Florida House of Representatives, 3/7/03]
Rubio Voted For Approving A $60,000 Settlement To A School Bus Crash Victim. On April 25, 2003, Rubio voted for
approving Indian River County School Board’s settlement with Taylor Rosemond, who was a passenger on a school bus
involved in a crash. According to the Fort Pierce Tribune, “Florida lawmakers approved a trio of measures to provide
$325,000 in financial relief to the families and survivors of a 1999 Indian River County school bus crash that killed two and
injured more than a dozen children. The family of Taylor Rosemond will receive $60,000 to offset medical costs incurred
following the accident.” [Fort Pierce Tribune, 4/18/03; HB 377 – Indian River County School Board; Relief of Taylor
Rosemond; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/13/03]
Rubio Voted For Approving A Settlement Of $537,000 For Jonathan And Erika Snell. On April 25, 2003, Rubio voted
for approving Miami-Dade’s settlement with Jonathon and Erika Snell, two children whose legs were run over by a school bus.
The total settlement was for $537,000, the county paid the first $200,000. [HB 303 – Miami-Dade County; Relief of Jonathan
and Erika Snell; Florida House of Representatives, 3/1/03]
Rubio Voted Against Approving A $4,900,000 Settlement For A Crash Involving A Police Officer. On May 1, 2001,
Rubio voted against approving $4,900,000 to be paid to Oscar Ortiz to settle a lawsuit against the City of Miami. Mr. Ortiz was
struck and paralyzed by a marked patrol car driver by a Miami Police officer. The initial jury awarded Mr. Ortiz $15,718,000,
the city appealed and the two sides came to a settlement agreement paying Mr. Ortiz $5,000,000, the city has already paid the
$100,000 it is limited to. [H821 – Relating to Relief/Oscar Ortiz/City of Miami; Florida House of Representatives, 3/13/01]
Rubio Voted Against Compensating The Family Of A Man Killed By A Bus Due To Negligence. On April 6, 2000,
Rubio voted against the bill that provides compensation for Frank Ruck, Jr., & Marlene Ruck to pay damages to them for the
death of Christopher F. Ruck as result of negligence of Miami-Dade County. The claim was for $800,000 and resulted from
the death of their adult son who was struck by a county-operated bus while riding a bicycle. [SB 12 - Relief to Frank and
Marlene Ruck; Florida Senate, 11/19/99]
Rubio Voted Against Paying Damages To Man Who Was Severely Injured And Lost His Wife. On April 6, 2000,
Rubio voted against the bill that would provide for relief of Fred Fedorka which would compensate him for the death of his
wife, Carol Fedorka, & for injuries he sustained as result of negligence of Volusia County. A Volusia County public works
truck operated by a county public works employee collided with the rear of Mr. and Ms. Fedorka’s motorcycles. The county
vehicle was traveling approximately 40 mph. It hit Ms. Fedorka first and then approximately 19 feet further down the road hit
Mr. Fedorka’s motorcycle. Ms. Fedorka and her motorcycle were pushed and dragged approximately 92 ft. and Mr. Fedorka
and his motorcycle were pushed and dragged approximately 72 ft. After rear-ending the two motorcycles the county vehicle
traveled over Mr. and Ms. Fedorka and the motorcycles before landing on the rear of the stopped vehicle in front of the
motorcycles. That vehicle was then pushed down the highway before the county truck came to rest 126 ft from the initial
point of impact. Mr. Fedorka testified that as a result of the accident he has significant scarring, continued pain, and physical
limitations. He cannot lift his left arm above his shoulder. He has significant visible scarring and a noticeable dent from his
scalp wound and the skin graft to his head. He has continued pain in his arm, back, and head as well as when urinating. [SB 38
- Relief to Fred Fedorka; Florida Senate, 12/9/99]

COMMUNICATIONS & FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
Communications
Rubio Voted To Nullify FCC Net Neutrality Rules. On November 10, 2011, Rubio voted for a motion to proceed to the
joint resolution that would nullify the Federal Communications Commission’s ‘net neutrality’ network management rules for
broadband service providers. According to the Last Vegas Review-Journal, “Senators debated federal rules for the Internet,
voting along party lines to uphold regulations that would prohibit online service providers from charging extra for faster
speeds or from discriminating among website customers… The fight pits Verizon, Comcast and other companies that provide
Internet access against online companies such as Google, eBay, Facebook, Skype and Netflix. Sen. Jay Rockefeller, D-W.Va.,
defended the net neutrality rules, saying they ensure the Internet remains ‘free and open’ and prevents service providers from
determining which web services get put in a “slow lane.” ‘I believe that the FCC’s effort, along with ongoing oversight and
enforcement, will protect consumers, and I believe it will provide companies with the certainty they need to make investments
in our growing digital economy,’ he said.” [Roll Call 200, S 6, 11/10/2011]
Rubio Voted For Prohibiting Local Governments From Regulating Cable And Video Services. On April 30, 2007,
Rubio voted for a bill that would prohibit counties and municipalities from negotiating terms and conditions relating to cable
and video services, prohibit the awarding of franchise designations and preventing other business from providing services. In
addition, the bill would allow incumbent service providers to be eligible for state-issued franchises. According to the Tampa
Bay Business Journal, “If House Bill 529 becomes law, municipalities will no longer retain the power to negotiate franchise
agreements with cable companies, and cable ‘monopolies’ would be eliminated. In their place would be cable companies’
ability to receive statewide franchising rights, moving the negotiating power from the individual municipalities to state
agencies. ‘When I developed an understanding of what the franchise regulatory environment really looked like and what its
implications were on the citizens, I was convinced to blow it up and put something in place that puts consumers first and
brings competition in right away,’ said State Rep. Trey Traviesa, R-Tampa, who sponsored the bill in the House. ‘The
telecommunications companies and the consumer groups involved agree that this is probably the best bill for franchise
deregulation in the country.’ The bill could see cable companies lose as much as $400 million to $600 million each year in
Florida with the expected savings to consumers from the competition, Traviesa said.” [Tampa Bay Business Journal, 5/14/07;
CS/CS/HB 529 - Communications; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/16/07]
Rubio Voted To Allow Higher Telecommunication Prices. On May 5, 2006, Rubio voted for the bill that allows
telecommunications company to publicly publish price lists for nonbasic services and allows one day’s notice for price changes
to nonbasic services. According to the Palm Beach Post, the bill “would remove the 20-percent-per-year rule and allow the
companies an annual increase equal to the rate of inflation plus 1 percent.” Additionally, “A less-publicized benefit of the
legislation allows the companies to raise those higher rates as much as another 20 percent a year, every year. Collectively, the
companies could get $276 million the first year. The amounts in succeeding years would be progressively larger, since the
companies would be working off a higher base.” [Palm Beach Post, 5/26/06; CS/CS/SB 142 - Telecommunications/Price
Regulation; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/18/06]

Criminal History Fees
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Establishing Fees For Producing Criminal History Information. On May 27, 2003, Rubio
voted in favor of establishing a schedule of fees to be collected by FDLE for producing criminal history information and
authorizing the executive director of FDLE to reduce such fees for good cause. [SB 10A - Criminal History Records; Florida
House of Representatives]

Public Records Exemptions
Rubio Voted To Reenact Open Government Exemptions For Economic Development Agencies. On May 5, 2006,
Rubio voted for a bill that reenacts the public records exemption for certain business information held by an economic
development agency. Upon written request from a business, information concerning plans, intentions, or interests of that

business to locate, relocate, or expand its business activities in Florida is confidential and exempt from public records
requirements for a limited period of time. [HB 7017 – Review under the Open Government Sunset Review Act regarding
Economic Development Agencies; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/22/06]
Rubio Voted For A Controversial Bill To Exempt The Florida Innovation Incentive Fund From Public Records
Laws. On May 1, 2006, Rubio voted for a bill that would exempt the new Florida Innovation Incentive Fund from open
records requirements. The Orlando Sentinel reported, “More controversial, however, is a related measure (HB 1285) approved
81-33 by the House on Monday that would exclude records related to that incentive fund from the Florida’s open-records
laws. An identical bill (SB 1136) won preliminary approval in the Senate. That means crucial information about companies,
including how much the jobs they create would pay and how much in state taxes they would generate, would be concealed
from the public even as they benefit from taxpayer subsidies worth tens, and possibly hundreds, of millions of dollars.”
[Orlando Sentinel, 5/2/06; HB 1285 – Public Records Exemptions; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/20/06]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Reenacting Public Records Exemption For Autopsy Photographs And Recordings. On
April 19, 2006, Rubio voted in favor of reenacting the public records exemption for photographs and video and audio
recordings of an autopsy in the custody of a medical examiner. Under the Open Government Sunset Review Act the
legislature must review public records exemptions every five years. Reenactment of this exemption allows all photographs and
video and audio recordings to remain confidential except to select family members. The exemption does not apply to media
submitted to a criminal proceeding, but it does apply when part of a civil proceeding. According to the St. Petersburg Times,
“following […] Dale Earnhardt’s death in 2001, the Florida Legislature moved to shield photos of autopsies from the public.
Now, five years later, the public records exemption for autopsy pictures is up for review. Some lawmakers say questions
surrounding the boot camp death of Martin Lee Anderson have renewed the need for public access to autopsy photos. But
most House members disagreed, and on Wednesday they approved a bill that prohibits the release of autopsy photos and
audio and video recordings of them - except by a judge after a showing of good cause.” [St. Petersburg Times, 4/20/06; HB
7115 - Review under the Open Government Sunset Review Act Regarding Autopsy Photographs and Video and Audio
Recordings; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/29/06]
Rubio Voted To Reenact The Public Records Exemptions Regarding Local Government Managers. On April 5,
2006, Rubio voted for a bill that reenacts and narrows the public records exemption for certain identification and location
information regarding an employee relations director, assistant director, manager, or assistant manager of a local government
agency or water management district. It also reenacts and narrows the public records exemption for certain identification and
location information regarding the spouse or child of that manager. [HB 7009 – Review under the Open Government Sunset
Review Act regarding Local Government Managers; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/15/06]
Rubio Voted To Reenact The Public Records Exemptions Regarding Code Enforcement Officers. On April 5, 2006,
Rubio voted for a bill that reenacts and narrows the public records exemption for certain identification and location
information regarding a code enforcement officer and that officer’s spouse or child. [HB 7011 - Review under the Open
Government Sunset Review Act regarding Code Enforcement Officers; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
3/15/06]
Rubio Voted To Reenact The Public Records Exemptions Regarding Copyright Of Data Processing Software
Created By Governmental Agencies. On April 5, 2006, Rubio voted for a bill that retains the authority for an agency to
copyright data processing software and to sell that software based upon market conditions. It also makes editorial changes.
Data processing software is a public record under Florida law. As a result, the general authority permitting agencies to
copyright and sell their software based upon market considerations is, in effect, an exemption from public records
requirements. [HB 7013 - Review under the Open Government Sunset Review Act regarding Copyright of Data Processing
Software created by Governmental Agencies; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/15/06]
Rubio Voted To Reenact The Public Records Exemptions Regarding Long-Term Care Facilities. On April 5, 2006,
Rubio voted for a bill that reenacts the public records and public meetings exemptions regarding incident reports reported by a
nursing home or assisted living facility. The exemptions will repeal on October 2, 2006, if this bill does not become law. [HB
7027 - Review under the Open Government Sunset Review Act regarding Long-term Care Facilities; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/15/06]
Rubio Voted To Reenact The Public Records Exemptions Regarding Motor Vehicle Crash Reports. On April 5,
2006, Rubio voted for a bill that reenacts the public records exemption for motor vehicle crash reports. Crash reports that
reveal the identity, home or employment telephone number or home or employment address of, or other personal information

concerning parties involved in a crash are confidential and exempt for a period of 60 days. The exemption will repeal on
October 2, 2006, if this bill does not become law. [HB 7035 - Review under the Open Government Sunset Review Act
regarding Motor Vehicle Crash Reports; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/22/06]
Rubio Voted To Create Open Records Exemptions For Private Lobbyist Login Information. On December 8, 2005,
Rubio voted for SB 40B, a bill tied to SB 6B, which creates a database for lobbyist expenditure reports. SB 40B creates public
records request exemptions for private information related to that database, including passwords and user identification. [SB
40B – Public Records & Meetings/Lobbyists; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 12/2/05]
Rubio Voted For Public Meeting Records Exemptions For Funeral, Cemetery And Consumer Services Board. On
April 28, 2005, Rubio voted for the bill that creates a public records exemption for the Board of Funeral, Cemetery, and
Consumer Services. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “For the first time in years, advocates for open government had
cooperation from the leadership in both chambers, said Barbara Petersen, director of the First Amendment Foundation, a
nonprofit watchdog group funded largely by Florida newspapers and broadcasters. But that didn’t stop lawmakers from
approving more than 20 new exemptions to Florida’s public records laws. […] Petersen also opposed a bill that created a
public meeting exemption for the Funeral, Cemetery and Consumer Services Board”
[St. Petersburg Times, 5/8/05; HB 1469 - Public Records and Meetings Exemptions; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 4/26/05]
Rubio Voted To Create Open Records Exemptions For Private Insurance Reporting Data. On April 28, 2005, Rubio
voted for a bill that creates two public records exemptions and one public meetings exemption relating to hurricane loss data
and hurricane modeling. The bill creates a public records exemption for reports of hurricane loss data and associated exposure
data specific to a particular insurance company that is reported by the insurer or licensed rating organization to the Office of
Insurance Regulation or a type I center at a state university. The bill also creates a public records exemption for trade secrets
used by insurers in designing and constructing a hurricane loss model. The bill creates a public meetings exemption for those
portions of meetings of the Florida Commission on Hurricane Loss Projection Methodology or of a rate proceeding on an
insurer’s rate filing wherein confidential and exempt trade secrets used in designing and constructing a hurricane loss model
are discussed. [HB 1939 – Public Records and Public Meetings; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/22/05]
Rubio Voted For Exempting More Buildings From Publicly Disclosing Internal Blueprints. On March 5, 2004, Rubio
voted for creating a public records exemption for building plans, blueprints, schematic drawings, and diagrams depicting the
internal layout or structural elements of: attractions and recreation facilities, entertainment/resort complexes, industrial
complexes, retail and service developments, office developments, or hotel or motel developments. The exceptions to the
exemption may be granted for other governmental agencies, the owner of the property, or upon showing good cause in a
court of competent jurisdiction. According to the Bradenton Herald, “State Sen. Mike Bennett, R-Bradenton… said the
legislation, which he first tried to get passed into law last year, is intended to make it harder for someone to commit sabotage
or terrorism. ‘Most people would agree if it’s tied to their security, they want the information kept quiet,’ Bennett said. He said
the Florida Government-in-the-Sunshine Law is ‘fantastic’ despite causing management problems, particularly in requiring
public discussion of personnel issues. ‘We’ve got to continue to have it, even though it’s very inconvenient,’ Bennett said.”
[Bradenton Herald, 3/14/04; HB 317 – Public Records Building Plans, Blueprints, and Schematic Drawings; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 2/16/04]
Rubio Did Not Vote On A Wide Ranging Public Records Exemption For Scripps Florida Funding Corporation. On
October 23, 2003, Rubio did not vote on a wide-ranging exemption from public records and public meetings requirements for
certain information held by Scripps Florida Funding Corporation. According to the Sun-Sentinel, “A wide-reaching public
records exemption, hastily drafted and hurriedly passed Oct. 23 by the Legislature, affords surprising secrecy to Scripps, which
will build, hire, buy equipment and operate for seven years in Palm Beach County -- all with taxpayer money. The state will put
up $369 million in incentives and interest for salaries, high-tech lab equipment and operating costs, but salary amounts,
employee benefits and recruitment efforts are shielded from public scrutiny. Grant applications and other requests for funding
are confidential, meaning that if Scripps asks for more money from the state, the public may never know about it. The
exemption, which bars all public employees from divulging confidential information by penalty of a misdemeanor, could apply
for the county, which has agreed to spend up to $200 million on land, construction and infrastructure for the Scripps Florida
branch intended for 1,920 acres west of Palm Beach Gardens. […] The provision that gives Petersen the most consternation is
the one that exempts The Scripps Research Institute from the public records law altogether -- though that wholesale
exemption does not stretch to Scripps Florida Funding Corp., which will distribute the money to Scripps. ‘[The exemption
bill] will make it virtually impossible to follow the money from the state to the funding corporation, and once it gets to the

institute, we won’t have a clue,’ she said.” [Sun-Sentinel, 11/1/03; CS/SB 8E - Public Records and Meetings; Florida Senate
Staff Analysis, 10/22/03]
Rubio Voted For Exempting Medical Malpractice Insurance Files From Public Record Requests. On June 17, 2003,
Rubio voted for exempting underwriting, related files, and meetings from the state’s Health Care Professional Liability
Insurance Facility from public records requests and open meeting laws. [HB 71B – Public Records and Public Meetings
Exemption for the Health Care Professional Liability Insurance Facility; Florida House of Representatives]
Rubio Voted For Library Records Confidentiality. On May 1, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that makes public library
registration and circulation records confidential and exempt from public records requirements. Exceptions to the exemption
include judicial orders, municipal or county law enforcement officials and judicial officers for the purpose of recovering
overdue books and other library materials or collecting fines. In the case of a public library patron under the age of 16, a public
library may only release confidential information relating to the parent or guardian of the person under 16. [SB 192 - Library
Records/ Confidentiality; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/11/03]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Renewing The Public Records Exemption For The Address Confidentiality Program For
Victims Of Domestic Violence. On April 23, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of a bill reenacting with clarifying changes the
public records exemption for the Address Confidentiality Program for Victims of Domestic Violence (ACP), which would
have repealed on October 2, 2003, if the bill didn’t become law. [HB 1763 - Public Records Exemption for the Address
Confidentiality Program for Victims of Domestic Violence; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/26/03]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Public Records Exemption For Health-Related Information In Applications For
Paratransit Services. On April 23, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of a bill creating a public records exemption for all personal
identifying information contained in records relating to a person’s health held by local governmental entities or their service
providers for purposes of determining eligibility for paratransit services or eligibility for the transportation disadvantaged
program. [HB 1785 - Public Records; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/1/03]
Rubio Voted For Exempting Agriculture Records Confidential Under Federal Law From State Public Records. On
April 22, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that provides an exemption from public records requirements for certain federal
information that is otherwise confidential under federal law and that is provided to the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services for purposes of food safety investigations, federal-state contracts and partnership activities, and regulatory
review. According to the Orlando Sentinel, the bill would “allow state agriculture officials to conceal federal records when they
take part in investigations and contracts involving unsafe food and potential food-borne illnesses” [Orlando Sentinel, 3/16/03;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/31/03]
Rubio Voted For Removing The Public Records Exemption For Executioners. On April 22, 2003, Rubio voted for a
bill that would remove the public records exemption for executioners. The bill repeals the public records exemptions for
information identifying an execution and information identifying any person prescribing, compounding, dispensing, or
administering the lethal injection. These exemptions are duplicative of an exemption found in chapter 945, F.S. Therefore, the
exemptions are repealed as a housekeeping measure. [HB 1717 – Public Records Exemption for Information Identifying an
Executioner and Specified Persons Involved in an Execution; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/4/03]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Renewing Public Records Exemption For State Employee Assistance Program Records.
On March 21, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of reenacting and narrowing the public records exemption for state employee
assistance program (EAP) records, which would have repealed on October 2, 2003, if this bill did not become law. This bill
narrowed the exemption by no longer exempting the entire EAP record, only the employee’s personal identifying information
contained in such record. As a result the record would now be available for public inspection so long as the employee’s
personal identifying information has been redacted prior to public inspection. Florida law authorizes a state agency to establish
an EAP in order to provide counseling, therapy, or other professional treatment to an employee who has a behavior or
medical disorder, or substance abuse problem, or who has emotional difficulties which affect that employee’s job
performance. [HB 1591 - Public Records Exemption for State Employee Assistance Program Records; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/17/03]
Rubio Voted For Extending And Expanding The Public Records Exemption For Licensed Foster Parents. On
March 21, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would avert the sunsetting of the public records exemption for licensed foster
parents. Under Florida’s Open Government Sunset Review Act of 1995 public record exemptions automatically sunset after 5
years unless they are extended. This bill expands the current public records exemption to include medical records of foster

parents, those foster parents’ children, and other adult household members. The bill narrows the public records exemption for
personal identifying information contained in neighbor references by only exempting the name, address, and telephone
number of persons providing character and neighbor references for foster parent applicants. [HB 1593 – Public Records
Exemption for Foster Parent Applicants and Licensed Foster Parents; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
3/7/03]
Rubio Voted To Reenact Public Records Exemptions For Videotaped Statements Of A Minor. On March 19, 2003,
Rubio voted for a bill that reenacts the public records exemption for identifying information contained in a videotaped
statement of a minor. The current public records exemption fails to identify which agency or agencies are affected by the
exemption, however, only law enforcement agencies and Department of Health child protection teams are responsible for
videotaping such minor’s statement. This bill makes the exemption only apply to law enforcement agencies because the
Department of Health child protection teams already have an agency specific exemption for such minor’s videotaped
statement. [HB 1019 – Public records exemption for videotaped statement of a minor; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 3/3/05]
Rubio Voted To Reenact Public Records Exemptions For Certain Information Regarding Housing Assistance
Applicants. On March 19, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that reenacts and narrows the public records exemption for certain
information provided to housing assistance programs. Current law provides public records exemption for medical history
records, bank account numbers, credit card numbers, telephone numbers, and health or property insurance information
furnished by an individual to any agency pursuant to federal, state, or local housing assistance programs. This bill narrows that
exemption by providing that it only applies to an applicant for or a participant in such programs, instead of any individual
providing information to an agency regarding such programs. It also narrows the exemption by no longer making telephone
numbers of such applicants or participants confidential and exempt from public disclosure. [HB 1021 – Public Records
Exemption For Certain Information Regarding an Applicant for Federal, State, or Local Housing Assistance Programs;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/3/03]
Rubio Voted To Reenact Public Records Exemptions For County Employee Assistance Programs. On March 19,
2003, Rubio voted for a bill that reenacts and narrows the public records exemption for county employee assistance program
records (EAP). This bill reenacts and narrows the exemption by no longer exempting the entire EAP record, only the
employee’s personal identifying information contained in such record. [HB 1023 - Public Records Exemption for County
Employee Assistance Program Records; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/3/03]
Rubio Voted To Reenact Public Records Exemptions For Municipal Employee Assistance Programs. On March 19,
2003, Rubio voted for a bill that reenacts and narrows the public records exemption for municipal employee assistance
program records (EAP). This bill reenacts and narrows the exemption by no longer exempting the entire EAP record, only the
employee’s personal identifying information contained in such record. [HB 1025 - Public Records Exemption for Municipal
Employee Assistance Program Records; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/3/03]
Rubio Voted To Reenact Public Records Exemptions For Trade Secrets Held By The Department Of Community
Affairs. On March 19, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that reenacts and clarifies the public exemptions for trade secrets held by
the Department of Community Affairs in implementing the federal Clean Air Act. This bill reenacts the public records
exemptions under review and clarifies that trade secret is not defined in 40 C.F.R. part 2, subpart B, but rather provided for in
such reference. This bill also makes editorial changes and removes the sentence that requires the repeal of the public records
exemptions. [HB 1027 – Public Records Exemptions for Records, Reports or Information Containing Trade Secret
Information Held by the Department of Community Affairs; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/3/03]
Rubio Voted To Reenact And Expand Public Records Exemptions Related To The Florida Kidcare Program. On
March 19, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that reenacts and expands the public records exemption for the Florida Kidcare
program. Previously, the law provided a public records exemption for a Florida Kidcare program applicant’s identifying
information contained in an application for determination of eligibility or obtained through quality assurance activities and
surveys. This bill reenacts and expands that exemption to include a parent or guardian’s identifying information contained in
all documents held by the various related agencies. This bill further expands the exemption to include a child’s identifying
information held by those same agencies, creates criminal penalties, provides for retroactive application and future review and
repeal of the exemption, and provides a finding of public necessity. [HB 1031 – Public Records Exemption for the Florida
Kidcare Program; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/3/03]

Rubio Voted To Reenact Public Records And Public Meetings Exemptions For The Statewide Provider And
Subscriber Assistance Program. On March 19, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that reenacts with stylistic and conforming
changes the public records exemption, and reenacts and narrows the public meetings exemption, for the Statewide Provider
and Subscriber Assistance Program. The Statewide Provider and Subscriber Assistance Program, which is administered by the
Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA), mediates disputes between a consumer/subscriber and his or her managed
care entity when the dispute has not been resolved within the managed care entity’s grievance process. Reenacted are the
exemptions for the personal information collected in preparation of the mediation, and the actual mediation meetings wherein
the personal information is discussed. [HB 1033 – Public Records and Public Meetings Exemptions for the Statewide Provider
and Subscriber Assistance Program within the Agency for Healthcare Administration; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 3/3/03]
Rubio Voted To Reenact Public Records Exemptions Relating To Workers’ Compensation Investigations. On
March 19, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that reenacts with editorial changes the public records exemption for investigatory
records and any other records necessary to complete an investigation relating to workers’ compensation employer compliance,
held by the Department of Financial Services. This bill also creates an exception to the exemption for any law enforcement
agency or administrative agency. [HB 1035 - Public Records Exemption for Investigatory Records Relating to Workers’
Compensation Employer Compliance; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/3/03]
Rubio Voted To Reenact Public Records Exemptions For Rabies Vaccination Certificates. On March 19, 2003, Rubio
voted for a bill that reenacts and narrows the public records exemption for certain information contained in rabies vaccination
certificates. This bill narrows the public records exemption by limiting it to include only the animal owner’s name, street
address, and phone number, and animal tag number instead of the more expansive, previous exemption that included all of an
animal owner’s identifying information. This bill further narrows the exemption by changing the exemption from confidential
and exempt to merely exempt. Additionally, it removes the vague provision requiring viewing rabies vaccination certificates
one record at a time. [HB 1037 - Public Records Exemption for Certain Information Contained in a Rabies Vaccination
Certificate; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/3/03]
Rubio Voted To Reenact Public Records Exemption For Investigative Information. On March 19, 2003, Rubio voted
for the bill that reenacts with editorial and conforming changes the public records exemption for investigative information,
including any consumer complaint, held by the Division of Florida Land Sales, Condominiums, and Mobile Homes of the
Department of Business and Professional Regulation. This bill reenacts with editorial and conforming changes the public
records exemption under review. This bill also removes the sentence that requires the repeal of the exemption. [HB 1039 Public Records exemption for investigative information held by the Division of Florida Land Sales, Condominiums, and
Mobile Homes of the Department of Business and Professional Regulation; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
2/28/03]
Rubio Voted For Public Record Exemptions For The Florida Automobile Joint Underwriting Association. On March
19, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that reenacts with certain changes the public records and public meetings exemptions for the
Florida Automobile Joint Underwriting Association. This bill removes the public records exemption for “matters reasonably
encompassed in privileged attorney client communications” because current law already provides a public records exemption
for such information. The bill also removes the sentence that requires the repeal of the public records and public meetings
exemptions. [HB 1041- Public Records and Public Meetings Exemption for the Florida Automobile Joint Underwriting
Association; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 2/18/03]
Rubio Voted Against A Public Records Exemption For Companies And Defense Contractors That Receive Tax
Credits. On March 21, 2002, Rubio voted against a public records exemption for companies and defense contractors that
receive tax credits. The bill creates a public records exemption for certain business information received by the Office of
Tourism, Trade, and Economic Development (OTTED); Enterprise Florida, Inc.; or county or municipal governmental
entities and their employees pursuant to their administration of the Qualified Defense Contractor (QDC) and the Qualified
Target Industry (QTI) tax refund programs. It is similar to SB 2430, that according to the Tampa Tribune, was “a bill that
blocks public access to information about companies and defense contractors that receive tax credits from the state.” [Tampa
Tribune, 3/12/02; HB 0777 - Relating to Public Records/Business Information; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 1/25/02]

Telephone Network Access
Rubio Voted In Favor Of A Reduction In Long Distance Access Rates That Could Lead To Increased Local
Charges. On March 15, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of a reduction in long distance access rates that could lead to increased
local charges. According to the Miami Herald, “A bill passed by the Florida House of Representatives Friday could increase
monthly charges for local phone service as much as $6.95, but some last-minute revisions gave utility regulators the ability to
review changes on access fees. Consumer advocates argue the changes are only minor. They claim the bill remains potentially
harmful to many Florida residents who only have basic phone service or make very few in-state long-distance calls each
month. The legislation, which is heavily supported by the three major local phone companies in the state -- BellSouth, Verizon
and Sprint -- would require these companies to reduce the access fees they charge long-distance companies for in-state toll
calls; such calls are carried on the local companies’ networks. To recoup the lost revenue, the local phone companies can raise
rates for basic local service to business and residential customers. The increases would take place over a five-year period. An
average BellSouth bill would go from $11 to $14. This increase, proponents of the bill say, would be offset by a similar decline
in fees now charged to consumers by long-distance providers. Giving the Florida Public Service Commission oversight of
long-distance access fees, as well as the local rate changes, removed some of the bill’s initial opposition. In a letter to leaders in
both houses of the Legislature, Bob Butterworth, the state’s attorney general, had raised various objections to the telecom bill.
Butterworth noted that the PSC couldn’t make sure that the long-distance companies passed on their savings to consumers
because the commission doesn’t regulate these rates. Despite the PSC’s having regulatory authority over access fees, Mike
Twomey, executive director of the Florida Utility Watch, contends that other provisions of the bill would lock the PSC into
approving the changes in local rates and access fees.” [HB 1683 - Relating to Switched Network Access Rates; Miami Herald,
3/16/02]

Internet Access
Rubio Dropped His Support Of The PROTET IP Act. According to the Tampa Bay Times’ The Buzz Blog, “Sen. Marco
Rubio said this morning that he is dropping support for a controversial Internet piracy bill, contending it is being rushed
through the legislative process and could have ‘unintended consequences.’…Rubio wrote on Facebook: ‘In recent weeks,
we’ve heard from many Floridians about the anti-Internet piracy bills making their way through Congress. On the Senate side,
I have been a co-sponsor of the PROTECT IP Act because I believe it’s important to protect American ingenuity, ideas and
jobs from being stolen through Internet piracy, much of it occurring overseas through rogue websites in China. As a senator
from Florida, a state with a large presence of artists, creators and businesses connected to the creation of intellectual property,
I have a strong interest in stopping online piracy that costs Florida jobs.” [Tampa Bay Times, The Buzz Blog, 1/18/12]
Blog: Marco Rubio Did Not Support The Stop Internet Piracy Act (SOPA). According to the blog, Sunshite State Sarah,
“The internet makes sharing information quick and easy, but sometimes it also facilitates the spread of misinformation. Such is
the case with HR 3261, the Stop Internet Piracy Act (‘SOPA’). Let me take a quick moment and point out that I do not
support SOPA. Erick Erickson wrote a post last week that lays out some of the main problems with the bill, but the short
story is that it gives too much power to a government agency without proper safeguards to protect free speech. I have seen
some chatter online this month criticizing Senator Marco Rubio for supporting SOPA, but this criticism is misdirected. Part of
the confusion seems to stem from Rubio’s co-sponsorship of a separate bill in the Senate, S. 968, the Protect IP Act. The
Protect IP Act does allow the Attorney General to pursue action against websites that commit infringement of intellectual
property rights, but there are several key restrictions in the grant of this power. First, the Act targets only ‘nondomestic
domain names’ (see Section 2(9) for definition), so no American-hosted website could be affected. Second, the Act only allows
action against websites that are ‘dedicated to infringing activities’ (see Sections 2(7)(A) and (B)) or, in other words, websites
that have ‘no significant use other than engaging in, enabling, or facilitating’ copyright infringement, selling or distributing
counterfeit goods, etc.” [Sunshine State Sarah, 12/30/11]


Rubio Changed His Support Of SOPA After An Online Protest. According to the Washington Post, “Support for
two online piracy bills in Congress appeared to wane Wednesday after opponents of the legislation staged a dramatic
protest in which vast swaths of the Web effectively went dark. Sens. John Boozman (R-Ark.), Mark Rubio (R-Fla.) and
Roy Blunt (R-Mo.) also released statements Wednesday saying that they had reservations and would not vote for the bill if
it came up for a floor vote.” [Washington Post, 1/19/12]

Rubio Opposed Regulation Of The Internet. According to Fox News, “Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) punctuated several
hours of Senate floor debate on net neutrality Wednesday afternoon by forcefully dismissing arguments that overturning the
Federal Communications Commission’s rules would jeopardize the freedom of the Internet. Rubio went through a litany of
innovations and achievements of the technology industry in recent years including the expansion of broadband, tablet
computers, mobile devices and the creation of jobs despite the recession, noting all took place before the FCC’s Open Internet
Order. ‘Yet the proponents of Internet regulation claim that the freedom and growth of the Internet are in jeopardy,’ Rubio
said, calling such arguments ‘ridiculous.’” [Fox News, 11/9/11]
On The Floor, Rubio Stated His Support Of A Resolution To Disapprove The FCC’s Open Internet Order. Mr.
Rubio, “Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I rise in support of this resolution to disapprove the FCC’s open Internet order. The FCC
wants to regulate the Internet. Why? There must be some sort of market failure that needs correcting or some Internet issue
that needs fixing or out-of-control provider that needs regulating, right? That is not the case at all. We are talking about one of
the most successful sectors of our economy--one that has flourished with limited government regulation and continued to
create jobs in the midst of a very deep recession and economic downturn. Since the Internet was privatized in the midnineties,
it has prospered. The industry’s growth and impact on our economy, as well as its development of new, life-changing
technologies and applications, is staggering. Twenty years ago, the Internet as we know it did not exist. Today over 2 billion
people use it.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 144, 11/9/11]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Requiring Libraries to Install Computer Filtering Software. On March 11, 2002, Rubio voted
in favor of a bill requiring any county or municipal public library that has computer on-line service, Internet service, or local
bulletin board service available for public use to install and maintain computer software or equivalent technology on any
computer available to minors in order to prohibit access to materials that contain obscene descriptions, photographs, or
depictions. According to the Sun-Sentinel, the bill would “Require public libraries to install and maintain computer filtering
software to protect minors from obscenity.” [Sun-Sentinel, 3/24/02; HB 0095 - Relating to Public
Libraries/Computers/Obscenity; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 1/10/02]

Telecom Deregulation
Rubio Voted in Favor of Telecom Deregulation that would Raise Local Rates. On May 1, 2003, Rubio voted in favor
the Tele-Competition Innovation and Infrastructure Enhancement Act. The bill allows telephone companies to petition the
Florida Public Service Commission to reduce its access charges to parity in a revenue neutral manner and provides the criteria
the commission must consider when rendering its decision. According to the Miami Herald, “Under the measure, the local
phone companies are required to lower so-called access charges that long-distance companies pay when a call is completed. To
make up the lost revenue, the local carriers will raise basic local phone rates. The local carriers need to makes these changes in
two to four years once they get approval from the Florida Public Service Commission. The way the bill is written practically
guarantees that requests to reduce access rates will be approved, and the corresponding basic rate increases are simultaneous.
[…] On the flip side, long-distance companies, such as AT&T, Sprint and MCI, are required to pass on the savings achieved
through paying lower access fees to their customers. […] Florida residents who make many intrastate calls, such as between
Miami and Orlando, could benefit by seeing slightly lower long-distance bills. But consumers who make few long-distance
calls within the state or only buy local phone service won’t see any savings.” [Miami Herald, 5/2/03; SB 654 –
Telecommunications Companies; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/8/03]

CONSTRUCTION & CONTRACTING
Regulations
Rubio Voted To Create A Certification Requirement For Tower Crane Operators. On April 30, 2008, Rubio voted for
the bill that creates a certification requirement for tower cranes and tower crane operators. The bill creates a certification
scheme, provides definitions, scope of practice, employment guidelines, accountability, and penalties. The bill specifies that the
regulation of tower cranes and tower crane operators is expressly preempted to the state, and no county, municipality, or other
political subdivision may enact or enforce any ordinance relating to tower crane operations. [CS/HB 609 – Tower Crane and
Tower Crane Operator Certification; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/21/08]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Clarifying The Enforceability Of Contracts With Unlicensed Contractors. On April 30,
2003, Rubio voted in favor of a bill specifying that contracts entered into on or after October 1, 1990, by an unlicensed
construction or electrical contractor are unenforceable under law or equity. The bill provides that an individual is unlicensed if
the individual does not have a license for the scope of work to be performed under the contract. It provides that a business
organization is unlicensed if it fails to have a primary or secondary qualifying agent. The bill specifies that failure to have a
local occupational license or a certificate of authority does not cause an individual or a business organization to be considered
unlicensed. It further specifies that a contractor is considered unlicensed if on the date of the original contract, the contractor
was unlicensed. The bill provided that a business organization proposing to engage in contracting is not required to apply for a
certificate of authority through a qualifying agent if the business employs a contractor who is responsible for supervising the
work under contract; the business organization can only engage in contracting activities on property owned and operated by
the business organization; and a minimum net worth of $20 million dollars is maintained. [HB 1277 - Contracting; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/14/03]
Rubio Voted For Preventing The Department Of Management Services From Contracting Construction
Management. On April 3, 2001, Rubio voted for a bill that would repeal the authority for the Department of Management
Services (DMS) to contract out construction management projects for non-state entities. Previously the DMS could contract
with municipalities, school boards, school districts, authorities, etc. [H1711 – Relating to DMS/Construction Management
Services; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 6/25/01]

CRIME AND GUNS
Department of Corrections & Detention Facilities
Rubio Voted For Reform The Juvenile Justice System. On May 2, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that would reform the
juvenile justice system. The bill encourages the diversion of first-time misdemeanant youth or youth age 10 or younger, and
revise provisions relating to the criminal history records of minors. The bill includes a number of changes to address concerns
raised by the Blueprint Commission concerning disproportionate minority contact with the juvenile justice system. The bill
would eliminate the phrase “zero tolerance” as it relates to school related conduct. It would also require a student to be
referred to law enforcement when the student is alleged to have committed a serious offense. [CS/HB 7087 – Juvenile Justice;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/15/08]
Rubio Voted For Parole Changes. On April 10, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that would rename the Parole Commission
the “Parole Board” and transfer it to the DOC for administrative purposes. The bill would make a number of administrative
and operational changes, such as eliminating the position of Commission (Board) Vice-Chair and Commission (Board) use of
two-member subpanels. The proposed General Appropriations Act includes a $1.7 million savings associated with this
consolidation. [HB 5075 – Reorganization of the Parole Commission; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/3/08]
Rubio Voted to Re-create the Shared County/State Juvenile Detention Trust Fund. On April 2, 2008, Rubio voted for
the bill that re-creates the Shared County/State Juvenile Detention Trust Fund within the Department of Juvenile Justice
without modification, and repeals the provisions that would have terminated the trust fund. Currently, the Shared
County/State Juvenile Detention Trust Fund is scheduled to be terminated on July 1, 2009. The fund was established for use
as a depository for funds to be used for the costs of predisposition juvenile detention. Moneys credited to the trust fund
consist of funds from the counties’ share of the costs for predisposition juvenile detention. The amount budgeted for this trust
fund in the 2007-2008 fiscal year was $103,240,709, and the projected receipts amount to $101,102,221. The actual receipts for
the 2006-2007 fiscal year amounted to $94,004,568. [SB 2100 – Shared County/State Juvenile Detention TF/DJJ [FPCC];
Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/11/08]
Rubio Voted To Disband Several Programs Within The Department Of Corrections. On May 5, 2006, Rubio voted for
a bill that abolishes the Florida Corrections Commission, eliminates probation and restitution centers as a sentencing option
and eliminates the Department of Corrections probation and restitution centers. It also eliminates the Department of
Corrections pretrial intervention program and provides counties with the authority to supervise pretrial intervention offenders.
Finally, the bill abolishes the Parole Commission; provides for the creation of regional parole boards for the purpose of
conducting parole hearings, granting or denying parole to eligible inmates, and setting conditions of parole, requires the
Department of Legal Affairs/Office of Attorney General to administratively house and support the boards; grants control
over the administrative and investigative functions related to clemency to the Executive Office of the Governor; grants the
sentencing court authority over revocation, and setting conditional control and addiction recovery release terms, and revises
the membership and reporting requirements of the Prison Per-Diem Workgroup. [HB 5017 – Corrections; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/30/06]
Rubio Voted For Juvenile Detention Funding. On December 16, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that revises apportionment
of certain costs between counties & state of providing detention care for juveniles. According to the Associated Press, “The
state will spend $65 million to run juvenile jails through the end of June instead of forcing counties to pick up the cost under a
bill passed Thursday by the Legislature. The bill would require counties to begin paying for the centers after July 1, though
lawmakers said they would take another look at the issue when they return to the Capitol for their annual session in the
spring.” [Associated Press, 12/16/04; CS/SB 4A - Juvenile Detention; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 12/15/04]
Rubio Voted For A $65.9 Million Appropriation To The Department Of Corrections. On August 13, 2003, Rubio voted
for a $65.9 million appropriation to the Department of Corrections to accommodate additional inmates. The bill gives the
Governor the power to initiate fixed capital projects based on revised forecasts by the Criminal Justice Estimating Conference.
The bill also fast-tracks construction of some new facilities authorized by the bill if the Secretary of Corrections determines it
necessary to accommodate projected inmate population levels. According to the Miami Herald, “The number of felons in
Florida is rising, prompting legislators Wednesday to put up $66 million to add prison beds. The emergency move - done at
Gov. Jeb Bush’s behest - drew fire from Democrats, particularly members of the black caucus, who questioned spending the

money on incarceration three months after cutting state services to balance the budget. But Bush and Corrections Secretary
James Crosby said legislators must move promptly because without speedy construction, the state could be forced to release
some inmates early.” [Miami Herald, 8/14/03; HB 3D - Corrections; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
8/11/03]
Rubio Voted For Dept. Of Corrections Personnel Changes. On April 28, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that classifies
colonels and majors within the Department of Corrections as Selected Exempt Service employees. This bill adds to SES the
positions of colonel and major of an institution within the Department of Corrections. It also removes from SES the positions
of superintendent and assistant superintendent within DOC. Finally, this bill removes obsolete language regarding the
Correctional Education Program within DOC and makes editorial changes. This bill appears to result in an additional
recurring cost of $84,349 in the general revenue salaries and benefits category. [HB 1203 - Department of Corrections
Personnel; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/22/03]

Animal Abuse/Possession
Rubio Voted to Increase Fees for Possession of Illegal Venomous Reptiles, Make it Illegal to Release Nonnative
Reptiles. On May 2, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that amends the requirement for licensing of venomous reptiles to include
those persons that capture, keep, or transport such reptiles. According to the Palm Beach Post, the bill “would make it a crime
to release pythons, anacondas or other nonnative reptiles into the wild, punishable by five years in prison and a $5,000 fine
[…] The measure also increases the $1,000 bond required to “exhibit” reptiles or certain wildlife to $10,000.” [Palm Beach
Post, 4/27/07; CS/SB 2766 – Venomous Reptiles & Reptiles of Concern [RPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/17/07]
Rubio Voted For Tougher Animal Fighting Laws. On May 1, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that makes baiting, breeding,
training, transporting, selling, owning, possessing, or using any wild or domestic animal for the purpose of animal fighting or
baiting a felony. According to the Associated Press, “Current law makes baiting or using animals for fighting illegal. The bill
extends the law to make it illegal to be connected to animal fighting in a number of ways, including breeding, transporting,
selling or simply owning any animal for the purpose of animal fighting. It also makes it illegal to work at animal fights, such as
providing security or being a referee. The measure also changes the law to allow for law enforcement agents to serve search
warrants on facilities where animal fighting is thought to be happening after sunset. Current law only allows such searches
during the daytime. The bill also clarifies that ‘animal fighting’ includes cocks, other birds, dogs, bears and other animals.”
[Associated Press, 5/23/03; HB 1911 - Animal Fighting or Baiting; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/14/03]

Cybercrime, Identity Theft, & Piracy
Rubio Voted For Outlawing Pirate Radio Stations. On April 28, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that makes it unlawful to
make a radio transmission without a license or an exemption or to interfere with a licensed public or commercial radio station.
It also authorizes the Office of Statewide Prosecution to investigate and prosecute these crimes. According to the Tallahassee
Democrat, “Operating a pirate radio station that interferes with commercial stations would become a third-degree felony
under a bill ready for a vote in the Senate. Federal law requires radio operators to be licensed to broadcast over a particular
frequency.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 4/22/04; SB 2714 - Radio Transmission/ Unauthorized; Florida Senate Staff Analysis,
4/9/04]
Rubio Voted To Decrease The Threshold For Felony Identity Theft To $5,000 From $75,000. On May 2, 2003, Rubio
voted for a bill that amends s. 817.568, F.S., to provide that it is a second degree felony with a mandatory minimum sentence
of 3-years imprisonment, for a person to willfully and without authorization fraudulently use personal identification
information of an individual without first obtaining that individual’s consent. The bill also enhances penalties for identity theft
if the offense was committed using the personal identification information of a child. It further enhances penalties if the
offense was committed using the personal identification information of a person who is under 18 years of age, over whom the
offender has custodial authority. Currently, the monetary amount that triggers this offense is $75,000 or more. [SB 1072 –
Identity Theft/Internet Fraud; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/10/03]
Rubio Voted For Anti-Piracy Legislation. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that increases the penalty from a first
degree misdemeanor to a third degree felony when private financial gain is the motivation for unauthorized interception or

receipt of communications services or when assisting others to intercept or receive services unlawfully. According to the SunSentinel, the bill “would update Florida’s existing cable theft statute to provide the foundation for more exciting consumer
choices in home entertainment as well as pave the way for future generations of new digital services on the Internet. The
measure expands existing protections to cover new forms of technology and illegal devices used to steal communication
services. The result shields movies, music, games, software and other intellectual property rights from piracy by safeguarding
the communications services that deliver that property for a fee -- whether via the Internet, through new wireless and
broadband technologies, or by conventional cable service.” [Sun-Sentinel, 6/17/03; HB 79 - Communications Services; House
of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/16/03]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Expanding Law To Ban Cyberstalking. On April 10, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of adding
“cyberstalking” to the offense of stalking. Cyberstalking was defined as harassment through the use of electronic mail or
electronic communication. Also, the bill widens the scope of threats that constitute stalking by including threats creating a
reasonable fear of death or bodily harm to the recipient’s dependent, sibling, spouse or parent. At the time only threats
creating a reasonable fear of violence against the recipient of the threat constituted stalking. According to the Orlando
Sentinel, “The measure (HB 479), sponsored by Sen. Steve Geller, D- Hallandale Beach, and Rep. John Stargel, R-Lakeland,
would alter the state’s existing stalking law, making it a crime to harass someone through the use of electronic mail or
electronic communication. […] The measure also expands the scope of aggravated stalking, punishable by up to five years in
state prison, to include threats made against close family members of the person being harassed.” [Orlando Sentinel, 4/17/03;
HB 479 – The Offense of Stalking; House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/26/03]

Controlled Substances
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Traffic Study And Modifying DUI Laws. On May 1, 2008, Rubio voted in favor of requiring
the Department of Transportation to conduct a study of transportation alternatives for the Interstate 95 corridor. The bill also
updated the blood alcohol content (BAC) threshold at which enhanced DUI penalties are triggered. The threshold is reduced
to 0.15 percent from 0.20. The bill also would alter the law to revoke the commercial driver’s license (CDL) of persons failing
or refusing a DUI test. [SB 682 – Department of Transportation [EPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 5/2/08]
Rubio Voted To Increase Penalties For Marijuana Grow House Operators. On April 2, 2008, Rubio voted for a bill that
“would bring first-degree felony charges against operators of grow houses with 25 or more plants and where children or
infants are present. And the bill would charge operators with at least a second-degree felony for having 25 plants and a thirddegree felony for owning a house with the intent to grow marijuana,” according to Florida Today. [CS/HB 173 – Controlled
Substances; Florida Today, 4/3/08]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Prohibiting The Sale Of Nonprescription Weight-Loss Pills, Such As Ephedra, To Minors.
On April 30, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of prohibiting the sale or other delivery of nonprescription “weight-loss” pills to
minors. The bill defines “weight-loss pill” as a pill that is available without prescription and is marketed, advertised or
packaged to indicate that its primary purpose is for facilitating or causing weight loss. The bill specifically includes, but is not
limited to, pills that contain the herbal supplement ephedra, ephedrine alkaloid, or Sida cordifolia, a plant which also contains
ephedra alkaloids. According to the Associated Press State & Local Wire, “The Senate sent Gov. Jeb Bush a bill Thursday
banning the sale of over-the-counter weight loss products to minors on an unanimous vote. Lawmakers have said the bill is
needed because many diet pills contain the stimulant ephedra, which has been linked to deaths. Some critics have asked the
federal Food and Drug Administration to ban it. The bill (HB 953) would prevent people under 18 from buying any over-thecounter weight loss pills, whether they contain ephedra or not.” [Associated Press, 5/1/03; HB 953 - Weight-loss Pills; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/4/03]

Domestic Violence
Rubio Voted Against Reauthorizing the Violence Against Women Act. On April 26, 2012, Rubio voted against the bill
that would reauthorize the Violence Against Women Act for five years. According to the Los Angeles Times, “Sidestepping a
politically dangerous fight, Senate Republicans made temporary peace with Democrats approve the reauthorization of a
popular law designed to help prevent and respond to domestic and sexual abuse. Passage of the Violence Against Women Act
on a 68-31 vote gives momentum to the legislation, which would reauthorize more than $650 million in programs. Fifteen

Republicans joined Democrats in passage. But the bill still faces hurdles in the House, where Republican leaders plan to offer
an alternative proposal. […] Usually the reauthorization has bipartisan support. But this year it has become enmeshed, at least
temporarily, in the partisan wrangling that has dominated this Congress. Senate Democrats sought to expand the legislation to
specifically ensure protections for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people. Their version, which had a robust 61
cosponsors, also sought to increase the number of visas available for immigrant women facing abuse. A Republican alternative
largely skipped those provisions, and added new ones that many Democrats did not support, including mandatory sentences
for certain criminal convictions. […] The Senate-passed version also provides new protections for Native American women.
Those provisions have drawn constitutional questions because they would allow individuals who aren’t Native American to be
prosecuted for certain crimes in tribal courts. […] The Violence Against Women Act, originally written by Vice President Joe
Biden when he was a senator, was first approved in 1994. The current authorization expired last year, but the programs have
been funded through the end of the fiscal year, Sept. 30.” [Roll Call 87, S 1925, 04/26/2012]
Rubio Voted For Domestic Violence Center Changes. On April 24, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that transfers the
responsibility for the administration of state and federal funds for certified domestic violence centers from the Department of
Children and Families to a statewide association whose primary purpose is to represent certified centers. It deletes the
requirement that the statewide association receive two percent of the Domestic Violence Trust Fund for that purpose. The bill
modifies existing law by deleting the requirement that DCF receive and approve or reject applications for certification of
domestic violence centers, while requiring that the statewide association receive and approve or reject applications for funding
of certified centers. [HB 1099 - Domestic Violence Centers; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/15/03]

Evidence Standards
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Eliminating Deadline For DNA Testing. On April 21, 2006, Rubio voted in favor of a bill
removing the four-year time limitation and expand those eligible to request DNA testing. Any person convicted of a felony
and sentenced before July 1, 2006, may petition the court for post-conviction DNA testing. According to the Miami Herald,
the bill would, “wipe out a controversial deadline limiting access to DNA tests, giving more prisoners the chance to prove
their innocence.” [Miami Herald, 5/5/06; HB 61 - Testing of DNA Evidence; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 3/29/06]
Rubio Voted To Extend The Period Of Time To Petition For DNA Testing In Criminal Convictions. On April 22,
2004, Rubio voted for a bill “that would extend the period following sentencing during which innocence claims for DNA
testing could be filed. Under current law, those claims need to be filed within two years; the Senate proposal would extend that
to a four-year window,” the Associated Press reported. [CS/CS/SB 44 – DNA Evidence; Associated Press, 4/22/04]
Rubio Voted For Loosening Evidentiary Standards. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would loosen Florida’s
rules of evidence. The bill provides that, in order to preserve appellate review, a party does not have to renew an objection or
offer of proof during trial in response to a pre-trial evidentiary ruling. It also allows business records to be admitted into
evidence by means of a certificate of authenticity, and sets the criteria for establishing that certificate. [SB 524 – Rules of
Evidence; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/6/03]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Modifying DUI Implied Consent Law To Explicitly Include Urine Testing. On April 25,
2003, Rubio voted in favor of separating urine test provisions in the implied consent law from the provisions relating to tests
to detect the alcoholic content of the blood or breath, thereby eliminating the requirement that the methodology relating to
urine tests must be approved by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. The legislation was in response to a case
wherein a defendant successfully argued to exclude the results of a urine test. According to the News-Press, the bill would
“Require that motorists suspected of driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol submit to urine testing.” [News-Press,
5/4/03; HB 947 - Tests for Alcohol, Chemical Substances, or Controlled Substances; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 4/10/03]
Rubio Voted To Clarify Rules Regarding Collection Of DNA Specimens From Criminal Offenders. On April 25,
2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would require that the local sheriff or his or her designee be responsible for the collection of
DNA specimens from those offenders who are required to provide a sample and who are not sentenced to incarceration by
the court. Section 943.325, F.S., currently provides that the specimen be given by certain felony offenders and that the
specimen be forwarded to FDLE, but there is some apparent unintended ambiguity in the language of the current statute that
this bill would clarify. [SB 1648 – FDLE/Blood Collecting; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/7/03]

Rubio Voted For DUI Testing. On April 25, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that requires the court to mandate proof of
installation of an interlock device, monitoring by a licensed DUI program and periodic reporting to the department by the
DUI program for verification of the operation of the device in the person’s vehicle. The bill also requires ignition interlock
devices to prevent a motor vehicle from starting if the operator’s breath alcohol level is higher than .025 grams of alcohol per
210 liters of breath - current law requires the device to prevent a vehicle from starting if the operator’s blood alcohol level is in
excess of 0.05 percent. An ignition interlock device is a breath alcohol analyzer which is designed to prevent a vehicle from
starting if the operator’s alcohol content is in excess of a certain level. [HB 1199 - Driving Under the Influence; Florida House
of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/15/03]

Street Gangs
Rubio Voted To Implement Harsher Penalties For Street Gangs. On May 1, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that
“criminalizes certain gang-related communication, recruitment and organizing, a penalty that would land so-called gang
kingpins in prison for life. [...] The measure authorizes state and local government to bar gang members from congregating in
specific locations, a tactic West Palm Beach already initiated. Plus, prosecutors could employ racketeering statutes, typically
reserved for organized crime, on gangs,” according to the Palm Beach Post. [CS/CS/HB 43 – Criminal Activity; Palm Beach
Post, 5/2/08]

Rape, Sexual Assault & Battery
Rubio Voted To Prohibit “Sexual Predators” From Obtaining Prescription Erectile Dysfunction Medication. On
April 20, 2006, Rubio voted for a bill that prohibits a sexual predator from possessing a prescription drug for the purpose of
treating erectile dysfunction. A sexual predator who violates this provision once commits a second degree misdemeanor.
Subsequent violations are first degree misdemeanors. [HB 1167 – Sexual Predators; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 3/22/06]
Rubio Voted For Banning Sex Offenders From Living Within 1,000 Feet Of A Place Where Children Congregate. On
April 25, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would, as a condition of their probation, require certain sexual offenders, whose
victims were under 18, to not be allowed to live within 1000 foot straight line from where children regularly congregate. [SB
488 - Probation or Community Control; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/4/03]
Rubio Voted To Make Sex Trafficking A Second Degree Felony. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that
provides that would make sex trafficking a second degree felony. According to The Tallahassee Democrat, the bill makes
“trafficking women or children into sexual slavery would be a second-degree felony. The offense would jump up to a firstdegree felony if the trafficked person were younger than 14, or if the violator sold or coerced a minor into prostitution or sex
trafficking. The bill passed unanimously though the House Subcommittee on Criminal Justice. Anti-trafficking laws exist at the
federal level, but Gannon said the federal government has limited resources to track down violators across the country. This
bill would help bring state law enforcement officers into the process. Other states - including Washington, Minnesota and
Texas - also are considering measures to crack down on human trafficking. Sen. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, D-Weston, has
filed a similar bill.” [HB 865 - Sex Trafficking;
The Tallahassee Democrat, 3/18/04]
Rubio Voted For Electronic Monitoring Of Sex Offenders. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that requires the
court to order the electronic monitoring of certain sex offenders whose crime is committed on or after a specified date.
According to The Tallahassee Democrat, “Judges would be required to order electronic monitoring of rapists and child
molesters [...]. The bill also will allow police to match data on where sex offenders have been to crime scenes. Officers would
quickly know whether offenders were in the area of a crime or be able to eliminate them as suspects. Lawmakers have
heightened interest in the laws affecting probationers because of the high-profile abduction and killing of 11-year-old Carlie
Brucia last month in Sarasota. Unemployed auto mechanic Joseph P. Smith, who was on the street despite having violated
terms of his probation at least twice, has been indicted in her kidnapping, rape and murder.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 3/4/04;
HB 1283 - Electronic Monitoring of Probationers and Community Controllees; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 3/25/04]

Rubio Voted For Strengthening Injunctions For Repeat Sexual Violence. On March 5, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill that
would amend the 2003 legislation relating to petitions for injunction for protection against repeat violence or dating violence
to include sexual violence. The bill also allows the petitioner to file their address separately and confidentially with the court, if
they need to for safety reasons. [HB 495 – Protective Injunctions from Repeat, Sexual, and Dating Violence; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/4/04]
Rubio Voted For Additional $151 Fine For Sexual Battery Offenders. On May 1, 2003, Rubio, Hasner and Mack voted
for the bill that creates a new section of the Florida Statutes which provides that a sentencing court shall impose an additional
$151 surcharge against offenders who violate specified statutes concerning assault, battery, stalking or sexual battery. Collected
costs are to be deposited in the Rape Crisis Program Trust Fund. According to the Miami Herald, “Sexual batterers would be
fined $151 and the proceeds used to benefit the state’s rape crisis centers under a bill that cleared the Senate Criminal Justice
Committee on Wednesday. Lobbyist Ron Book, whose daughter was assaulted by a nanny, testified in support of the measure,
lauding the Broward County Sexual Assault Treatment Center. Rape crisis centers like the one in Broward, Book said, ‘are the
only places victims, no matter what their station in life, can turn to for care.’ The measure creates a trust fund for the rape
crisis centers.” [Miami Herald, 3/13/03; SB 144 - Sexual Battery Victims/ Services; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/10/03]
Rubio Voted To Increase Minimum Sentences For Some Sexual Offenders From 10 Years To 25 Years. On May 1,
2003, Rubio voted for a bill that “requires minimum mandatory 25-year sentences for repeat sex offenders, or those who
seriously injure their victim, use or threaten to use a deadly weapon during the crime, or victimize children or more than one
person. Currently, there are 10-year minimum mandatory sentences for some sex offenders,” the Associated Press reported.
[SB 2172 – Dangerous Sexual Felony Offender Act; Associated Press, 5/1/03]

Criminal & Suspect Rights
Rubio Voted For Capital Collateral Regional Counsel Pilot Program. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that
would make the Capital Collateral Regional Counsel pilot program to a permanent program. In 1985, the Florida Legislature
created the Office of the Capital Collateral Representative to represent death row inmates in collateral actions challenging the
legality of the judgment and sentence imposed against such person in the state and federal courts. Prior to 1997, one capital
collateral representative represented all death sentenced inmates. The 1997 Legislature created the three regional offices, 2
becoming the Capital Collateral Regional Counsel (CCRC). These three offices function independently with a Northern
Region based in Tallahassee, a Middle Region based in Tampa, and a Southern Region based in Miami. Each represents
defendants sentenced within his or her region. [HB 1847 - Capital Collateral Regional Counsel; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/26/04]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Requiring Prisoners To Exhaust All Internal Remedies Before Filing A Complaint With
The Department Of Health Against A Health Care Practitioner. On April 25, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of requiring
that a complaint filed by a state prisoner with the Department of Health against a health practitioner employed by the
Department of Corrections, is not legally sufficient unless there is a showing that the prisoner has exhausted all available
administrative remedies within the state correctional system. [HB 1553 - Complaints Against Health Care Practitioners; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/10/03]

Crime - Miscellaneous
Rubio Voted For Making It A Felony To Damage Telephone Or Power Wires To Help Commit A Burglary. On
April 24, 2003, Rubio voted for making it a third degree felony to damages, impairs, or impedes the operation of a phone or
power wire to help commit a burglary. [HB 1675 – Facilitating or Furthering a Burglary; Florida House of Representatives
Staff Analysis, 4/10/03]
Rubio Voted For Requiring Jail Time For Those Who Leave The Scene Of A Fatal Accident. On April 24, 2003,
Rubio voted to make leaving the scene of a fatal accident a Level 7 offense, requiring at least 21 months in jail. Previously it
was listed as a Level 6 offense, the punishment of which did not require jail time. [HB 1683 – the Offense of leaving the Scene
of an Accident Involving a Fatality; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/21/03]

Rubio Voted In Favor Of Making It A Felony To Stage Public Suicides. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted in favor of
prohibiting assisting “self murder” and provides that a person who deliberately assists another in the commission of “self
murder” commits a second degree felony. The bill defines deliberately assisting as anything that would aid, abet, facilitate,
permit, advocate or encourage, publicize, promote, advertise, operate, stage, schedule or conduct, provide or secure a venue,
transportation, or security; or result in the collection of an admission or fee. The bill was specifically intended to prevent a
band from selling to tickets to a show at which a fan intended to commit suicide. According to the Tampa Tribune, “The rock
band Hell on Earth’s attempt to feature an onstage suicide during a concert last year would be banned statewide under a bill
approved Saturday by the Florida Senate. Under the measure, House Bill 221, selling tickets or participating in an event that
includes someone committing suicide would be a felony punishable by up to five years in prison. […] The group said a
terminally ill fan wanted to commit suicide at a show in St. Petersburg to raise awareness of right-to-die issues.” [Tampa
Tribune, 4/25/04; HB 221 - Assisting Self-Murder; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 2/2/04]

Child Abuse & Neglect
Rubio Voted Against A Bill That Increases Penalties For Leaving A Child Unattended In A Motor Vehicle. On May
3, 2007, Rubio voted against a bill that would increase penalties for leaving children unattended in a motor vehicle. According
to the Associated Press, “Currently people who leave children in a car for 15 minutes or more or for any length of time if the
car is running can be charged with a traffic infraction. Under the bill (SB 2), it would be a misdemeanor criminal offense unless
the child is harmed in which case it could be a third degree felony.” [SB 2 – Unattended Child in Motor Vehicle [SPCC];
Associated Press State and Local Wire, 5/4/07]
Rubio Voted For Increasing Penalties For Child Prostitution. On April 27, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that would
increase the penalties for procuring a minor for prostitution. It also revises provisions relating to sex trafficking and provisions
prohibiting deriving support or maintenance from earnings of prostitution. Finally, the bill would also create a website to post
the pictures of violators of the state’s prostitution laws and would make it a felony to operate a website where prostitution is
promoted. [CS/CS/HB 1231 - Prostitution; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/5/07]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Strengthening Child Abuse Laws. On May 1, 2006, Rubio voted in favor of a bill to clearly
define inappropriate or excessively harsh corporal discipline. The bill also provides that a parent, legal custodian, or caregiver
who knowingly or willingly inflicts inappropriate or excessively harsh discipline upon a child commits a felony of the third
degree. According to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, the bill “would expand the state’s criminal child abuse law to include
‘inappropriate or excessively harsh discipline’ that results in sprains, broken bones, burns, cuts, bruises, welts and other
injuries. As the law is written now, prosecutors and courts have faced difficulties delineating between acceptable corporal
punishment, such as spanking, and criminal child abuse. In the Venice case, for example, police recommended 29 charges
against several staff members at the Early Childhood Center, saying they had pulled children’s hair, thrown them against walls
and violently slammed them onto the ground. However, prosecutors said the physical discipline didn’t meet the state’s
threshold for criminal child abuse.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 4/21/06; HB 1239 – Inappropriate or Excessively Harsh
Corporal Discipline; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/25/06]
Rubio Voted For A Bill Aimed At Increasing Retention Rates For Child Protective Investigators. On May 2, 2003,
Rubio voted for a bill that is the by-product of a senate committee interim project focusing on the retention of protective
investigators. It modifies the child protective investigation process to provide a two-tiered process that provides differential
levels of investigative activities. A Protective Investigative Retention Workgroup is established to address a number of issues
pertaining to the retention of protective investigators with a report back to the Legislature. [386. SB 1442 – Child Protective
Investigations; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/26/03]
Rubio Voted To Define ‘Malicious’ Punishment In Aggravated Child Abuse Statutes. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted for
a bill that defines “maliciously” as it is used to modify “punishes” in the aggravated child abuse statute to mean “wrongfully,
intentionally, without legal justification or excuse.” The bill also specifies that maliciousness may be established by
circumstances from which there was a reasonable belief that the punishment was inflicted with a desire to cause the victim to
suffer unjustifiable pain. [SB 2366 – Child Abuse; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/3/03]
Rubio Voted For Removing Financial Stability From The State’s Guardian Ad Litem Program. On April 30, 2003,
Rubio voted to create a statewide Guardian Ad Litem (GAL) office, an office that appoints a representative in cases of child

abuse or neglect to represent the interests of the child. This would move the current GAL program out of the judicial branch,
which the state government is required to fully fund, into the Justice Administrative Commission, which serves the state
attorney’s and public defender’s office. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “No amount of political spin or Cheshire cat-like
grins can deny the obvious: State legislators miserably failed Floridians. From education cuts detailed in the editorial above, to
health care for needy children to road-building to the arts, to the already cash-strapped guardian ad litem program that
advocates on behalf of kids in state care -- lawmakers failed.” [Orlando Sentinel, 5/29/03; HB 439 – Guardians Ad Litem;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/30/03]

Punishment/Detention
Rubio Voted To Shift A $90 Million Burden For Juvenile Detention From The State To Counties. On April 30, 2004,
Rubio voted for a bill that provides that it is policy of state that state & counties have joint obligation to financially support
detention care provided for juveniles. According to the Orlando Sentinel, local counties “will be asked to cover $90 million in
juvenile-detention costs being shifted to them by the state.” [Orlando Sentinel, 4/30/04; CS/SB 2564 – Juvenile Detention;
Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/25/04]
Rubio Voted For A “Five Strikes” Bill For Habitual Misdemeanor Offenders. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for the
“Five Strikes” bill aimed at Habitual Misdemeanor Offenders. According to the Associated Press, “A bill that could mean a
six-month jail sentence for anyone convicted of five separate misdemeanors within a year that the House passed on a 74-37
vote Friday. […] The bill does give courts some discretion to choose another sentence if it better serves the defendant and the
community.” [CS/CS/SB 1376 – Habitual Misdemeanor Offenders; Associated Press State and Local Wire, 5/1/04]

Death Penalty
Rubio Voted To Repeal Mental Retardation Test For Defendants Prior To Criminal Trial. On April 25, 2006, Rubio
voted for the bill that repeals Rule 3.203, Florida Rules of Criminal Procedure, relating to a defendant’s mental retardation as a
bar to imposition of the death penalty. According to the Associated Press, the bill would “repeal a rule of criminal procedure
that called for determining before trials whether the defendant is mentally retarded. The Legislature passed a bill in 2001
banning the death penalty for the mentally retarded. The Supreme Court then put in place a rule calling for the determination
before the trial of whether the defendant is retarded. But backers of the bill that passed Tuesday said the court rule conflicted
with the law passed in 2001, which called for a hearing on retardation only after a defendant is found guilty and the jury has
recommended a sentence of death. Opponents of the measure argued it doesn’t make sense to put the defendant and their
family through facing the death penalty, including the trauma of being sentenced to death, when it may be invalidated if they’re
found to be retarded.” [Associated Press, 4/25/06; HB 7025 – Death Penalty; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/4/06]
Rubio Voted To Ensure Capital Punishment Could Never Be Ruled Unconstitutional. On April 10, 2001, Rubio voted
for a constitutional amendment supporting capital punishment and changing Florida’s prohibition against cruel or unusual
punishment to cruel and unusual punishment. According to the Florida Times-Union, “Voters will have a chance in 2002 to
enshrine the death penalty in the Florida Constitution under a bill approved yesterday by lawmakers. If the proposed
constitutional amendment passes, it would effectively ensure the death penalty could never be ruled unconstitutional by the
Florida Supreme Court. It also would change the state constitution’s prohibition against ‘cruel or unusual punishment’ to ‘cruel
and unusual punishment’ and rely on U.S. Supreme Court interpretations of whether the same phrase in the U.S. Constitution
bars certain types of executions. Sen. Daryl Jones, a Miami Democrat, questioned the need for the amendment proposal,
saying he was confident the Florida Supreme Court was not likely to rule the death penalty unconstitutional. ‘I’m not sure that
anything is broken right now,’ Jones said. A similar amendment was approved by 73 percent of Florida voters in 1998, but the
state Supreme Court struck it down last year, saying the ballot’s description of the amendment was misleading. This year,
lawmakers have clarified that language.” [H951 – Relating to Excessive Punishment; Florida Times-Union, 5/5/01; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 6/26/01]

Victim Rights

Rubio Voted For The Victim’s Freedom Act. On April 24, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would allow the victim of
sexual violence to obtain a protective injunction. A protective injunction could be obtained if the victim reported it to the
police and is cooperating with law enforcement or if the offender’s prison term is expired or will expire within 90 days of the
filing. [HB 561 – Protective Injunctions; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/17/03]
Rubio Voted For A Bill That Protects Victims Of Sexual Assault From Records Requests. On April 22, 2003, Rubio
voted for a bill that would exempt any image of a sexual assault victim from being released as part of a public records request.
According to a staff analysis from the Florida House of Representatives, the bill “creates a public records exemption for any
photograph, videotape, digital image, electronic image, recorded image, or other visual image of any part of the body of the
victim of a sexual offense. This exemption appears overly broad in that it doesn’t apply to such photographs, videotapes, or
images in connection with an investigation involving a sex crime committed against the victim. As such, this exemption could
be construed to apply to the victim’s driver’s license photo.” [HB 452 – Public Records; Florida House of Representatives
Staff Analysis, 3/10/03]
Rubio Voted For A Bill To Extend The Time Limit To Report A Sexual Battery. On April 22, 2003, Rubio voted for a
bill that would remove the 72 hour time limit to report a sexual battery for offenses. The 4 year limitation on first degree
felonies would still apply. [HB 747 – Sexual Battery Time Limitations; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
3/14/03]
Rubio Voted For The Victim’s Freedom Act. On April 24, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would allow the victim of
sexual violence to obtain a protective injunction. A protective injunction could be obtained if the victim reported it to the
police and is cooperating with law enforcement or if the offender’s prison term is expired or will expire within 90 days of the
filing. [HB 561 – Protective Injunctions; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/17/03]

Crimes On Pregnant Women
Rubio Voted To Make Crimes Resulting In The Death Of A Fetus Open To Murder Charges Regardless Of The
Stage Of Pregnancy. On April 27, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that “would change state law to say that prosecutors could file
the additional charges for murdering a fetus ‘at any stage of development, who is carried in the womb.’ The federal Unborn
Victims of Violence Act has a similar definition and was signed by President Bush in 2004,” according to the Associated Press.
“Certain crimes on pregnant women that result in their fetuses’ death could lead to murder charges, no matter how far along
the pregnancy was.” [CS/HB 71 – Offenses Against Unborn Children; Associated Press State and Local Wire, 4/27/07]
Rubio Voted To Amend Punishment For Unlawful Killing Of An Unborn Child. On May 5, 2005, Rubio voted to
amend the law regarding unlawful killing of an unborn quick child. Vehicular homicide is currently defined as the killing of a
human being or a viable fetus by any injury to the mother caused by the operation of a motor vehicle by another in a reckless
manner likely to cause death or great bodily harm. The bill amends this to include the killing of an unborn quick child rather
than a viable fetus. This bill also amends the DUI manslaughter statute to include the killing of an unborn quick child.
Currently, the willful killing of an unborn quick child by any injury to the mother that would be murder if it resulted in the
death of the mother is considered manslaughter. This bill amends this section by punishing the unlawful killing of an unborn
quick child by injury to the mother in the same manner as if the mother was killed. For example, if an offender kills an unborn
quick child by committing an act that would constitute first degree murder if the mother were to die, the offender could be
charged with first degree murder for the death of the unborn quick child. The bill also defines the term “unborn quick child”
for the purposes of the three offenses listed above to mean “the unborn child of a pregnant woman which has developed to
the point of maturity at which its movements can be felt in its mother, or at which the unborn child becomes capable of
meaningful life outside the womb through standard medical procedures.” [HB 233 – Homicide of an Unborn Quick Child;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/6/05]
Rubio Voted For Making The Murder Of An Unborn Quick Child A Criminal Offense. On May 3, 2001 Rubio voted
for a bill that would allow an offender who caused the death of an unborn quick child to be charged with the same degree of
murder as if the same act had killed the mother. A quick child is a fetus that has developed such that it moves within the
womb of the mother and could survive birth, with the aid of standard medical devices. The bill would not criminalize
abortion. [S1038 – Relating to Homicide/Unborn Quick Child; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/18/01]

Crime & Courts – Miscellaneous Civil Cases
Rubio Voted To Compensate The Family Of Martin Lee Anderson. On May 1, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that lifts the
moratorium on damages awarded and pay $4.8 million to the estate of Martin Lee Anderson, who according to the St.
Petersburg Times, was a “14-year-old who died after a rough encounter with guards at Bay County boot camp in 2006.”
[CS/SB 2968 – Relief/Martin Lee Anderson Estate; St. Petersburg Times, 5/6/07]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Repealing Joint And Several Liability. On March 16, 2006, Rubio voted to repeal joint and
several liability in apportioning economic damages in negligence cases in favor of a comparative fault approach. As a result,
one’s degree of liability would be limited to one’s degree of fault (e.g., a defendant 10 percent at fault would be 10 percent
liable for damages).According to the Palm Beach Post, “The Senate passed Bense’s proposal Thursday […] and Gov. Jeb Bush
quickly announced that he was looking forward to signing into law the repeal of ‘joint and several liability.’ The long-standing
legal doctrine allows wealthier defendants in civil cases to pay more than their share of liability if other defendants cannot
afford to do so.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/31/06; HB 145 – Apportionment of Damages in Civil Actions; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 2/22/06]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Restricting Slip-and-Fall Lawsuits. On May 6, 2005, Rubio voted in favor of a bill requiring a
person injured in a slip-and-fall case due to a transitory foreign object prove that the business knew of the condition and had
sufficient time to remedy it. In the case of civil suits related to a crime on a business property, the bill also allows businesses to
share with or shift damages to the person who committed the criminal act. According to the Tampa Tribune, the bill “made it
harder to collect damages in ‘slip-and-fall’ cases; and allowed businesses to blame the criminal when crime occurs on
premises.” [Tampa Tribune, 5/8/05; 70. HB 1931 – Negligence; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/14/05]
Rubio Voted to Reduce the Number of Times Delinquent Tax Properties Must be Advertised. On May 4, 2005, Rubio
voted for a bill that reduces from three to one the number of times real property with delinquent taxes must be advertised
before the tax certificate sale. The advertisement must occur at least 21 days prior to the tax certificate sale. [SB 878 – Personal
Property/Delinquent Tax/Ads; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/14/05]

Crime & Courts - Miscellaneous
Rubio Voted For Clarifying The Ban On Self-Propelled Knives So That Switchblades Would Not Be Included. On
April 22, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would clarify the language defining the previously banned self-propelled knives. The
previous law was written such that a switchblade knife was banned under the law, because it utilizes a coil spring. This bill
clarifies the definition so that only devices where the blade physically separates from the device fall under the ban. According
to Florida Today, “Switchblades are legal in Florida -- again. Actually, they never were illegal despite a few hazy interpretations
by some Florida judges regarding a 1985 law banning projectile and self-propelled blades. Some judges began grouping
switchblades into that category, leaving law enforcement, knife dealers and lawmakers in the dark. So, new legislation was
written to clear things up. The measure passed unanimously.” [Florida Today, 6/27/03; HB 1227 – Self-Propelled Knives;
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/27/03]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Limiting Attorney Fees Paid By the State. On March 11, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of limiting
attorneys’ fees paid by the state. This Proposed Committee Substitute (PCS) would limit all attorneys’ fees for work done on
behalf of the state. Such fees may not exceed the lesser of: A commercially reasonable amount, an amount calculated in
accordance with the lodestar process approved by the Florida Supreme Court or $1,000 per hour actually expended by each
licensed attorney on the matter, except under a contingency fee contract. This PCS also places additional requirements on
contracts for legal services or settlement agreements on behalf of the state that could result in attorney fees in excess of $1
million, excluding expenses. The Governor or Cabinet officer, respectively, must approve of the contract or agreement for
work done on behalf of the agency, for which the agency head is the Governor or Cabinet officer, respectively, that would
result in the payment of attorney fees in excess of $1 million; the Attorney General must approve these contracts or settlement
agreements for cabinet agencies. All contract and settlement agreements which would result in attorney fees in excess of $1
million are subject to legislative review by the Legislative Budget Commission. [HB 0535 - Relating to Attorney’s Fees; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 1/9/02]

Rubio Voted to Define “Insanity” in Criminal Trials. On May 4, 2000, Rubio voted for the bill that adopts the
M’Naghten Rule by stating that insanity is established when, at the time of the offense: the defendant had a mental infirmity,
disease or defect, and because of this condition, the defendant: did not know what he or she was doing or its consequences, or
although he knew what he or she was doing and its consequences, he did not know it was wrong. [S 0268 - Criminal Defense
of Insanity; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/3/00]

Judicial Nominations
Rubio Was One Of Six Senators To Oppose The Nomination Of Yvonne Gonzalez To The U.S. District Court’s
Northern District Of California. According to the Metropolitan News-Enterprise, “By an 89-6 voice vote, the U.S. Senate
yesterday confirmed Alameda County Superior Court Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers to the U.S. District Court’s Northern
District of California. The six opposing votes reportedly included three prominent Republican conservatives: Jim DeMint of
South Carolina; Marco Rubio of Florida and Minority Leader Mitch McConell of Kentucky. Rogers, 46, is said to be the first
Latina on the Northern bench. She was appointed by President Obama May 4. She replaces former Chief U.S. District Judge
Vaughn Walker, who retired early this year. U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, who recommended Rogers for the position, said:
‘With a successful career in private practice and on the superior court bench, Judge Gonzalez Rogers has demonstrated a
steadfast commitment to serving her community and to applying our country’s laws fairly and faithfully.’ Born in 1965 in
Houston, Texas, Rogers graduated cum laude from Princeton University and from the University of Texas Law School. She
joined the San Francisco firm of Cooley Godward (now Cooley LLP) from 1991 to 2003, where she became partner and
special counsel. She then served as a foreperson of the Alameda County Grand Jury and served as Pro-Tem Superior Court
Judge. In 2008, then-Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger appointed her to the Alameda County Superior Court.” [Metropolitan
News-Enterprise, 11/16/11]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Creating 51 New Judgeships and New Appellate Court. On April 1, 2004, Rubio voted in
favor of creating seats for 29 new circuit judges, 18 new county court judges, and 4 new district judges, for a total of 51 new
judges. The bill also would create a Sixth Appellate District and redefines the appellate districts. There had been a
controversial amendment to the bill that would force a judge to retire, but it was withdrawn. According to the St. Petersburg
Times, “The Florida House wants to create a new appeals court for Pinellas, Hillsborough and Pasco counties. It’s
controversial, unlikely to win Senate approval and could be unconstitutional, but the House voted to create the 6th District
Court of Appeal 72-45, with seven Republicans voting no. An amendment to the bill (HB 1849) would have forced Florida
Supreme Court Chief Justice Harry Anstead to retire early - in time for Gov. Jeb Bush to appoint a replacement - or sacrifice
$426,852 in a deferred retirement. Seventy other judges, including three in Pinellas County, also would have been affected. The
amendment was withdrawn after Democrats accused Republicans of trying to intimidate judges. The bill spends $4.7-million
for 51 new judges. It also splits the 2nd District Court of Appeal in Lakeland to establish the new appellate court in Tampa.
Hernando and Citrus counties would be moved from the 5th District Court of Appeal in Daytona Beach to the realigned 2nd
District. The Florida Supreme Court did not ask the Legislature to create a new appeals court, which Democrats said is
required by the Florida Constitution. […] Bill sponsor Bruce Kyle, R-Fort Myers, argued that the Supreme Court documented
the need for the appellate court in a 1998 report, which he called ‘tantamount to a certification.’ Kyle said a new appeals court
is needed to ease a heavy case load among appellate courts. Under the House plan, the 2nd District Court of Appeal would
include Hernando, Citrus, Hardee, Highlands, Polk, De Soto, Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Collier, Glades, Hendry, Lee, Lake,
Marion and Sumter counties. Second District Court of Appeal Chief Judge Chris Altenbernd warned Kyle in a letter that
creating a new appeals court would create ‘major disruptions and additional costs.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 4/2/04; HB 1849 Judicial Matters; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/25/04]
Rubio Voted For Giving The Governor Power To Appoint All Judicial Nominating Commission Members. On May
4, 2001, Rubio voted for a bill that would give the Governor much more power over Judicial Nominating Commissions
(JNCs). Previously the Governor appointed 3 members, the Florida Bar Board of Governors appointed 3, and then those 6
picked the remaining 3 members. This bill would give the Governor the power to nominate all 9 members. The bill would
remove all currently serving JNC members and allow the Governor to replace or reappoint them. Of the 9 members of a JNC
5 must be members of the Florida Bar while 4 must never have been lawyers and cannot be an employee of a lawyer or law
firm. [H367 – Relating to Judicial Nominating Commissions; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/20/01]

Court Appointed Counsel
Rubio Voted for Making State-Payment of Court-Appointed Counsel Non-Mandatory. On November 29, 2001, Rubio
voted for a bill that makes state payment of court-appointed counsel representing indigent parents at shelter hearings
permissive rather than mandatory. [H67-C – Relating to Court-appointed Counsel; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 11/28/01]
Rubio Voted for Changes of Pay for Court Appointed Lawyers. On November 29, 2001, Rubio voted for the bill that
makes state payment of court-appointed counsel representing indigent parents at shelter hearings permissive rather than
mandatory. Court-appointed counsel representing indigent parents at shelter hearings may be paid from state funds
appropriated by general law. [HB 67 - Court Appointed Council; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 11/28/01]

Guns
PERSONAL USE
Rubio Trained To Receive A Concealed Weapons Permit. “Republican U.S. Senate candidate Marco Rubio fired off
about 100 rounds at a Miami gun range earlier today, part of his training for a concealed weapons permit. ‘He’s a good shot,’
instructor Charlie Berrane tells the Buzz. Rubio said he decided to get a permit because he talks a lot about the 2nd
Amendment on the campaign trail and wanted to show the importance of safety. ‘Every right we have comes with a
corresponding responsibility. And part of that responsibility is to be a safe owner of guns. Concealed weapons permit holders
are the most law abiding, safest gun owners on the planet.’” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 9/3/09]

FIREARMS AT WORK
Rubio Worked Behind The Scenes As An “Obstacle” On A Bill Allowing Employees To Keep A Firearm In Their
Vehicles At Work. “When it comes to Second Amendment gun rights, storied National Rifle Association lobbyist Marion
Hammer accused Rubio of working against the group on one of the most important priorities of her career. ‘Speaker Rubio
talked the talk but didn’t walk the walk,’ said Hammer, the NRA’s first female president and a 35-year Tallahassee veteran.
She’s referring to his time spent tweaking 2008 legislation designed to allow employees to keep a firearm inside their vehicle at
work. It’s an issue that pitted gun-rights activists against the business community, some of whom felt obliged to comply with
federal laws requiring employers to provide a safe workplace. The Florida Legislature approved the legislation, and Crist signed
it into law, but Hammer said Rubio proved to be a major obstacle behind the scenes. Rubio’s campaign points out that its
candidate was able to thread the needle on the controversial issue of guns at the workplace and that Hammer heaped praised
on the bill after the bill-signing. While the NRA accepted the deal, Hammer said its disappointment will become more
apparent when her group issues its 2010 legislative grades this spring. Rubio has boasted an ‘A’ rating from the NRA, but that
is expected to drop. ‘He has not been a friend to gun owners. He tried to cover himself by voting for it after doing everything
he could to work against it. He plays to an audience. We will make sure our members know,’ she said. [Politico, 3/12/10]
…But It Was Initially Reported That He Was Key In The Bill’s Passage. “Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio is slated
to plug the GOP and its support for the Second Amendment at the Southern Classic Gun Show at the Miami-Dade County
Fair Expo tomorrow. The gun-show circuit has become a popular Republican recruitment tool in Florida. Pasco County
Chairman Bill Bunting travels all over the state registering voters and offering concealed weapons permit classes. He’s done
five shows already in the past week. ‘We’re out in full force,’ Bunting said. Charlie Crist campaigned at the Miami gun show
two years ago when he was running for governor. He signed and Rubio helped pass a bill heavily pushed by the NRA that will
allow drivers to keep concealed weapons in their cars while at work.” [The Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 5/23/08]
...In The End Rubio Voted For Protecting The Right To Keep And Bear Arms In Vehicles. On April 18, 2008, Rubio
voted for the Preservation & Protection of the Right to Keep & Bear Arms in Motor Vehicles Act. According to the Miami
Herald, “The business lobby and state chamber of commerce had successfully fought the new gun bill for three years, citing
many violent workplace shootings committed by unhinged employees around the country. At last, though, the Republican-led
Legislature and Gov. Charlie Crist have bowed to the wisdom of the National Rifle Association. While there was no public
demand for bringing firearms to office buildings, malls and other workplaces, the gun lobby recognized the urgent need -- not

to mention the obvious convenience -- of having loaded weapons in the parking lot. […]The new law isn’t perfect because of
the aforementioned requirement that you can’t take your gun to work unless you have a concealed-weapons permit. Not to
worry. The law prohibits your employer from inquiring about your gun permit -- and the list of Floridians who have one is
secret. In other words, feel free to lie to your boss, because there’s no way he or she can check it out. The NRA thinks of
everything. Business lobbyists are threatening to go to court and challenge the law, which they say will make the workplace
atmosphere more dangerous. They might be right, but danger cuts both ways.” [CS/HB 503 – Preservation & Protection of
the Right to Keep & Bear Arms in Motor Vehicles Act of 2008; Miami Herald, 4/13/08]

GUN PERMITS
Rubio Believed Something “Was Wrong In The System” On The Gun Permit Process; Supported Making The
Names Of Those With Concealed Gun Licenses A Secret. “House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, told the SunSentinel’s Editorial Board that the stories showed ‘there’s something wrong in the system.’ ‘If someone is a dangerous person,
who has shown a proclivity for using firearms to hurt other people, then we don’t want them having a permit, much less
ownership of a firearm,’ Rubio said. More than 410,000 people in Florida are licensed to carry concealed guns for protection.
Last spring, the Legislature passed an exemption to Florida’s public-records law, making the names of people licensed to carry
concealed weapons a secret. The Sun-Sentinel obtained the state’s database of license holders before the privacy law took
effect July 1. The new law will make future evaluations of the program nearly impossible. Rubio, who voted for the record
closure, said he found good reason for the names to be private but was open to modifying the measure so that ‘someone or
some entity’ could cull through the list of licensees and “identify people that shouldn’t be on there.” [Orlando Sentinel,
2/3/07]

SECOND AMENDMENT RIGHTS
Rubio Supported The Supreme Court Decision That Ensured One Can Own A Handgun No Matter Where They
Are In The Country. “The U.S. Supreme Court ruled Monday that no matter where you live in the United States, you have
the right to keep a handgun in your home. The decision didn’t change the rules in Florida, where that right already exists. But
the issue of gun rights is a visceral one, no less in an election year and especially in Florida, which historically has more guns
than residents. Marco Rubio, Republican candidate for U.S. Senate, took the opportunity to applaud the decision. Then he
turned his attention from the court’s headquarters right down the street to Capitol Hill, where Senate Judiciary Committee
hearings began Monday on the nomination of Elena Kagan to the Supreme Court. ‘This case demonstrates why it is so
important that Democrats and Republicans conduct a rigorous and intellectually honest review of President Obama’s newest
Supreme Court nominee,’ said Rubio, who as a senator would vote on Supreme Court nominees. Rubio said Americans must
‘ensure that their constitutional rights are protected by only elevating judges who will interpret laws, not make policy from the
bench.’” [Palm Beach Post, 6/29/10]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Guaranteeing The Right To Possess Firearms During A Declared Emergency. On April 25,
2006, Rubio voted in favor of a bill clarifying that under no circumstances does the Governor have the authority to order the
confiscation of lawfully possessed firearms. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “Floridians with a permit would be guaranteed
the right to continue to carry their gun during a declared emergency under a measure passed unanimously Thursday by the
Senate and sent to Gov. Jeb Bush. The bill […] was inspired by the situation in Louisiana after Hurricane Katrina. Police and
soldiers removed guns from houses after the storm flooded New Orleans and confiscated guns from some evacuees.”
[Orlando Sentinel, 5/5/06; HB 285 – Emergency Management; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/5/06]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Allowing Firearms In National Forests. On April 25, 2006, Rubio voted in favor of repealing
the statutes prohibiting persons from carrying firearms in national forests, authorizing special permits for the carrying of
firearms in national forests, and providing penalties for violation. According to the News-Journal, the bill “would allow
firearms to be carried in state parks and national forests in Florida. […] The bill that passed the Senate on Tuesday requires
guns to be in the hands of a ‘responsible party’ or properly secured.’ [HB 1029 – Carrying of Firearms in National Forests;
News-Journal, 5/3/06; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/4/06]
Rubio Voted To Give Shooting Ranges Immunity From Lawsuits Regarding Pollution. On April 22, 2004, Rubio
voted for a bill that “made it a crime for state and local government employees to sue range owners or operators who may be
polluting the environment. To secure this immunity, the owners would have to implement best management practices to

protect neighboring properties from lead or other pollutants generated by their ranges by Jan. 1, 2006,” according to the
Daytona Beach News-Journal. [CS/CS/CS/SB 1156 – Sport Shooting and Training Ranges; Daytona Beach News-Journal,
4/23/04]
Rubio Voted To Prohibit Government Agencies From Keeping Firearms Registries. On April 1, 2004, Rubio voted for
a bill that prohibits government agencies from creating registries or lists of firearms. According to the Associated Press,
“Police and government agencies could no longer keep comprehensive lists of people who own firearms, under a bill the
House passed Thursday night. […] It which was pushed by the National Rifle Association, comes with stiff penalties including fines of up to $5 million if a court determines a government agency knew one of its employees was collecting such a
list. But the measure doesn’t apply to lists created as part of a criminal investigation, and despite the prohibition, existing lists
cannot be suppressed if they could be used against a suspect in court.” [HB 155 – Firearms Records; Associated Press State
and Local Wire, 4/1/04]
Rubio Voted For Banning Government Lawsuits Against Firearm And Ammunition Manufacturers. On April 25,
2001, Rubio voted for a bill that would ban lawsuits by the state, its agencies, counties, municipalities, and special districts
against firearms and ammunition manufacturers, distributers, and trade associations. According to the Miami Herald, “In a
victory for the National Rifle Association, Gov. Jeb Bush Tuesday signed a new law blocking cities and counties from suing
gun manufacturers. The bill is a response to Miami-Dade’s efforts to force gun makers to pay the health costs of gunshot
victims. Bush signed the bill in his office after congratulating a group of Republican lawmakers who championed the measure,
and giving the bill’s most vocal Florida advocate, NRA lobbyist Marion Hammer, a friendly kiss on the cheek.” [Miami Herald,
5/2/01; S412 – Relating to Civil Actions/Firearms & Ammunition; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/12/01]

SECOND AMENDMENT INFRINGEMENTS
Rubio Voted For Making Possession Of Ammunition By Felons Illegal. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for making
possession of ammunition by a felon or delinquent a second degree felony. If someone deemed a career violent criminal is
caught with ammunition they are subject to a mandatory minimum sentence. [SB 1768 –
Possession/Firearms/Felon/Delinquent; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/9/04]
Rubio Voted To Extend Restrictions Against Possessing Firearms For Delinquents. On April 30, 2004, Rubio Voted
For The Bill That Extends The Age Restriction Against Possessing Firearms, Electric Weapons Or Devices, or concealed
weapons for certain persons found to have committed delinquent acts involving forcible felony offenses. Current law prohibits
juvenile delinquents who commit felony level offenses from possessing weapons until they reach the age of 24. If the
delinquent is not convicted of a felony after he or she turns 18 years old, then the prohibition against possessing these types of
weapons ends at the age of 24. This legislation would extend the prohibition against possessing any of the listed weapons until
the person is 34 years of age if the delinquent act that the juvenile committed is among the list of forcible felonies that are
specified in the bill. [HB 761 – Possession of Firearms, Electric Weapons or Devices, or Concealed Weapons by Persons
Found to Have Committed Certain Delinquent Acts; House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/2/04]
Rubio Voted For Continuing To Require Background Checks On Gun Purchases. On April 28, 2004, Rubio voted for
continuing the Firearm Purchase Program, which had been set to expire on June 1, 2004, which performs criminal background
checks on potential firearm purchasers who are buying from a licensed Florida dealer. The program would be extended until
October 1, 2009. [SB 1620 – Firearms/Sale & Delivery; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 2/26/04]

Sentencing
Rubio Supported The Expansion Of Florida’s DNA Databank. “Rep. William Snyder, R-Stuart, was the first freshman to
pass a bill this year when the House unanimously approved his proposal to expand the DNA database for criminal
investigations. It was the third bill overall that the House has approved this year. Snyder’s bill (HB 697) would require DNA
samples from any felony offender, any convicted gang member and some misdemeanor violators like stalkers and voyeurs.
The bill still needs approval from the Senate. Snyder, a retired major in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office, sponsored the bill
at the request of House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, who included the expansion of the DNA databank in his ‘100

Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future.’ But even Rubio’s support couldn’t prevent a little hazing of the freshman lawmaker.”
[Palm Beach Post, 3/9/07]

“Stand Your Ground”
The Group Dream Defenders Targeted Rubio Over His Support Of The “Stand Your Ground” Law In Florida.
According to The Hill, “Protesters opposed to Florida’s ‘Stand Your Ground’ gun law are targeting Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.).
A group called the Dream Defenders plans to assemble on Monday at noon outside Rubio’s local office to protest his support
for the law. The protest is the latest sign of the lingering anger over the February shooting of Trayvon Martin, and the
likelihood that the issue will continue to be a topic of conversation in Washington when Congress returns next week…Rubio,
who is seen as a leading contender for the GOP vice presidential nomination, last week offered support for the Florida law,
but also said he wasn’t sure it applied in Zimmerman’s case. ‘I don’t know what happened in this case, but ‘Stand Your
Ground’ does not allow you to chase somebody and shoot them,’ Rubio said, according to NBC Miami. ‘So I’m not saying
that’s what happened in this case, but if it happened in this case or in any other case, ‘Stand Your Ground’ doesn’t apply.’”
[The Hill, Floor Action Blog, 4/9/12]
Rubio Wanted The Legislature And Public To Not Rush To Judgment Regarding Florida’s “Stand Your Ground”
Law. According to WFOR, “U.S. Senator Marco Rubio wants the legislature and the public to not rush to judgment on the
‘stand your ground’ law and instead wait for more information on the Trayvon Martin case to come out. ‘We don’t know the
facts in this case … I think a lot of people have rushed to judgment,’ Rubio said, according to the News Service of Florida.
‘It’s a self defense law. Stand your ground does not allow you to chase somebody and shoot them. I’m not saying that’s what
happened in this case, but if it happened in this case, or any other case, stand your ground does not apply. Let’s wait until the
facts are out so we can have an intelligent debate.’” [WFOR, 4/6/12]
Rubio Said That After The Death Of Trayvon Martin The “Stand Your Ground” Law Was Still Rational; Was
Involved In The Passage Of The Bill. According to Politico, “As a Florida House member, Marco Rubio voted to enact his
state’s Stand Your Ground policy — the controversial law now at the heart of the Trayvon Martin case. As a senator, Rubio
says he’s still standing behind the law — at least for now. ‘I voted for the law because the law had sound rationale, and I think
it still does,’ the Republican freshman and prospective vice presidential candidate told POLITICO on Tuesday… Rubio, who
later became speaker of the state House, voted as a member of the body in 2005 to send the legislation to then-Gov. Jeb Bush,
who signed it into law. One amendment Rubio opposed in March 2005 would have narrowed the scope of the legislation, but
that failed by a lopsided vote. Rubio was a cosponsor of the state House version of the bill, which had strong support from
the National Rifle Association, and it later passed that body on a 94-20 vote, with Rubio’s backing.” [Politico, 3/27/12]
Op-Ed: Rubio Supported Florida’s “Stand Your Ground” Law Because He Faced Pressure From The Koch
Brothers’ American Legislative Exchange Council And The NRA. John Nicholes wrote, “Rubio served in the legislature
as an ally of the National Rifle Association and a member of the American Legislative Exchange Council, the shadowy group
funded by the Koch brothers to craft and promote passage of measures such as the “Stand Your Ground” law. In reviewing
Rubio’s tenure, the Miami Herald noted: ‘Rubio had an ‘A’ rating by the National Rifle Association. Rubio voted for major
NRA priorities such as a 2005 ‘castle doctrine’ law allowing people to use deadly force if attacked in their home or any place a
person ‘has a right to be.’ Rubio also supported a 2008 law allowing most employees to bring guns to work, as long as they
held a concealed weapons license and kept the gun in their cars’… Florida Governor Rick Scott, Jeb Bush’s Republican
successor, has appointed a task force to consider changes to the “Stand Your Ground’ law. Scott says that, in light of the
Trayvon Martin killing, it is necessary to ‘thoroughly review Florida’s ‘Stand Your Ground’ law and any other laws, rules,
regulations or programs that relate to public safety and citizen protection.’ But Rubio—who has felt pressure from the NRA in
the past, at rare points where he has tried to balance public safety and gun rights concerns—knows he can’t disappoint the gun
lobby if he wants a place on the GOP ticket.” [John Nichols, The Nation, 3/23/12]
Rubio Cautioned A Rush To Judgment On The ‘Stand Your Ground’ Law. According to The Tampa Bay Times’ The
Buzz Blog, Rubio said “‘We don’t know the details of whether that is even is a defense available to the individual involved,’
Rubio said. ‘Let’s let the Justice Department go in -- these are professionals, they’ll know what they’re looking for -- before
people rush to judgment on whether a change in law is (necessary).’ Of the law, Rubio said: ‘I voted for it and I think there is
rational behind it but we have no idea whether that applies at all in this case. I think that’s very important to understand.’”
[Tampa Bay Times, The Buzz Blog, 3/20/12]

Rubio Voted To Remove The ‘Duty To Retreat’ From Florida’s Use Of Force Laws. On April 5, 2005, Rubio voted for
a “self-defense bill aimed at letting armed citizens ‘stop violent crime in its tracks,’ removing the legal presumption that people
should back away from deadly confrontations if they can,” the Tallahassee Democrat reported. “The bill’s protection would
not apply to robbers, drug dealers or anyone else who might claim self defense while using a gun to defend a criminal activity.
Shooting at police who properly identify themselves while entering a home or removing a driver from a car would also not be
protected under the bill.” [CS/CS/SB 436 – Protections of Persons/Use of Force; Tallahassee Democrat, 4/6/05]

ECONOMY, COMMERCE, BUSINESS, AND JOBS
Corporations
Rubio Hailed Big Corporations For Having The “Best Lawyers And Accountants In The World And Said That Big
Government Hurts “The Little Guys.” “At a tea party rally, Rubio said, “You know that big government doesn’t hurt big
corporations. They’ve got the best lawyers and accountants in the world.’ You know who gets destroyed by big government?
It’s the little guys.’” [Orlando Sentinel, 4/16/11]

Consumer Protection
Rubio Opposed The Confirmation Of Richard Cordray To Be The Director Of the Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau. Rubio: “Earlier this year, I joined 44 other Senators in recommending to the President three necessary reforms for
the CFPB in order to improve accountability in its operations. Specifically, we asked that a board of directors be established to
oversee it, that the agency be subjected to the regular congressional appropriations process, and for the establishment of a
safety and soundness check for the prudential regulators. We made clear to the President that without these reforms we would
not vote to confirm any nominee to run the CFPB, regardless of political affiliation or qualifications. The President chose to
ignore our suggestions. Although the President frequently pays lip service to accountability in the regulatory process, when
push came to shove, he made this serious issue just another talking point. President Obama is now trying to pressure my
colleagues to vote to confirm Mr. Cordray by traveling around the country giving speeches. I want to reiterate that I will not
vote to confirm any director for this rogue bureaucracy until appropriate checks and balances are put into place. President
Obama promised that ‘transparency and accountability will be a hallmark of my administration’, making his refusal to make
CFPB more transparent especially disappointing. Without reform, CFPB’s director would serve with unprecedented and
unconstitutional amounts of power. The director would have the power to decide what rules are issued in the name of
consumer protection, how funds are spent, and how its enforcement authority will be used. In short, it empowers a single,
unelected person with seemingly endless and unchecked authority. This bureaucracy holds the sweeping ability to limit choices
when it comes to commonly-used financial products such as home equity loans, credit cards, and student loans. Simply put, a
designation from the CFPB director saying these products are ‘abusive’ could restrict the availability of credit to consumers
and increase the cost of goods or services for all Americans.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 110, 12/8/11]

Economic Development
FEDERAL
Rubio Voted Against Reauthorizing Economic Development Administration Funding. On June 21, 2011, Rubio voted
against invoking cloture on a bill that would reauthorize the Commerce Department’s Economic Development Administration
(EDA) at $500 million through 2015. EDA was established more than 40 years ago to help create and maintain existing jobs.
Between 2005 and 2010, EDA awarded $1.2 billion in construction-related and revolving loan fund projects which is expected
to create 314,000 jobs with each dollar of EDA funding attracting nearly $7 in private-sector investment. Ranking member
Sen. Inhofe (R-Okla.) said that “EDA has proven to be helpful in promoting job creation, especially in communities where
jobs and economic opportunities are scarce,” Inhofe said. “For years, EDA has leveraged federal dollars with private
investment, with positive returns for the American taxpayer.” The current multi-year authorization for EDA expired on
September 30, 2009. [Roll Call 94, S 782, 06/21/2011; The Hill, 4/12/11]


Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S. 782 (Economic Development Revitalization Act Of 2011) That Would
Rescind $45 Billion From The Bill, The Section Was Entitled The Decrease Spending Now Act, Congressman
Tom Price Applauded The Amendment. This amendment would cut $45 Billion from the Economic Development
Revitalization Act Of 2011. According to the Congressional Record, “SA 425. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 782, to amend the Public Works and Economic Development Act of 1965
to reauthorize that Act, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: At the end of the bill,
insert the following: SEC. __X. DECREASE SPENDING NOW ACT. (a) Short Title.--This section may be cited as the

``Decrease Spending Now Act”. (b) Rescission of Unobligated Discretionary Appropriations.--(1) IN GENERAL.--Of
the unobligated balances of discretionary appropriations on the date of enactment of this Act, $45,000,000,000 is
rescinded. (2) IMPLEMENTATION.-- (A) IN GENERAL.--The Director of the Office of Management and Budget
shall determine which appropriation accounts the rescission under paragraph (1) shall apply to and the amount that each
such account shall be reduced by pursuant to such rescission.” According to a press release from Congressman Tom
Price, “‘The White House as well as congressional Democrats are doing nothing to address high unemployment and the
trillion dollar deficits that are the consequence of their misguided policies. Thankfully, there are efforts being made to
reform the irresponsible spending habits of Washington and get our economy moving again,’ said Congressman Price.
‘Senator Rubio’s amendment to advance the Decrease Spending Now Act and rescind $45 billion in taxpayer dollars
gathering dust in government coffers around Washington is a common sense effort to help address the mismanagement.’”
[CR S3625, 6/20/11; Congressman Tom Price Press Release, 6/21/11]


Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S. 782 (Economic Development Revitalization Act Of 2011) That Would
Rescind $3 Billion Of the Unobligated Balances Of Discretionary Appropriations. This amendment would rescind
$3 Billion from obligated discretionary appropriations in the Economic Development Revitalization Act Of 2011.
According to the Congressional Record, “SA 426. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 782, to amend the Public Works and Economic Development Act of 1965 to reauthorize that Act, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: On page 29, after line 20, add the following: SEC. 22.
RESCISSION OF UNOBLIGATED DISCRETIONARY APPROPRIATIONS. (a) In General.--Of the unobligated
balances of discretionary appropriations on the date of enactment of this Act, $3,000,000,000 is rescinded. (b)
Implementation.-- (1) IN GENERAL.--The Director of the Office of Management and Budget shall determine which
appropriation accounts the rescission under subsection (a) shall apply to and the amount that each such account shall be
reduced by pursuant to such rescission.(2) REPORT.--Not later than 60 days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of the Office of Management and Budget shall submit a report to the Secretary of the Treasury and Congress
listing the accounts reduced by the rescission in subsection (a) and the amounts rescinded from each such account. (c)
Exceptions.--The rescission under subsection (a) shall not apply to the Department of Defense, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, or the Social Security Administration.” [CR S3625-3626, 6/8/11]

FLORIDA
Rubio Voted For State Tax Credits For Investments In Low-Income Communities. On April 30, 2008, Rubio voted for
a bill that would create exemptions from the corporate income tax for investments in low-income communities. The intent of
the program is to compliment the federal New Markets Tax Credits program. A qualified investment would receive a 6.5%
annual tax credit over 6 years, providing a cumulative state credit worth 39% of the investment. The federal program provides
a 39% credit over 7 years, meaning that investors would receive a tax credit worth 78% of the investment. The bill would
make available up to $10 million per year in tax credits with a $70 million limit for the life of the program. Credits would be
available on a first-come, first-serve basis. To receive the credit the investment must be made through a federally designated
Community Development Entity. [CS/CS/HB 293 – Corporate Income Tax Credit; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 4/14/08]
Rubio Voted For Expediting The Permitting Process For Economic Development Projects. On May 27, 2007, Rubio
for a bill that requires that the Department of Environmental Protection and water management districts to adopt programs to
expedite the processing of permits for certain economic development projects. The bill would require local governments to
identify certain businesses in a “target industry” eligible for expedited permit processing by commission resolution. It would
provide a 30-day timeframe for permit application approval or denial and provides that issuance of certain notice constitutes
compliance. [CS/HB 1031 – Expedited Permitting Process for Economic Development Projects; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/24/07]
Rubio Voted To Increase Venture Capital Activity In Florida. On April 18, 2007, Rubio voted for the Florida Capital
Formation Act, a bill designed to increase venture capital activity in Florida. The bill appropriates $35 million for FY 07-08,
$29.5 million going to fund investments, and $500,000 for the Florida Opportunity Fund’s start-up costs. According to the
Tampa Bay Business Journal, “the bill would create the Florida Opportunity Fund, which would invest seed capital and early
stage venture capital funds. The investments would not go directly to individual businesses but would be comprised of a
partnership with private venture capital funding, or through a fund-of-funds investment approach. Fund-of-funds is a vehicle

designed to invest in a diversified group of funds.” [Tampa Bay Business Journal, 6/11/07; CS/CS/HB 83 – Venture Capital
Funds; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/23/07]
Rubio Voted For Economic Development Spending. On May 5, 2006, Rubio voted for the bill that creates the Innovation
Incentive Program. The purpose of the program is to provide resources for significant economic development projects,
including the location or expansion of research and development entities and innovation businesses in Florida. For purposes
of carrying out this act, this committee substitute appropriates $150 million of nonrecurring funds from General Revenue
Fund to the Economic Development Trust Fund within the Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic Development for fiscal
year 2006-07. According to the Palm Beach Post, the bill “would dole out $150 million in economic development money to be
awarded on recommendations from quasi-public Enterprise Florida.” [Palm Beach Post, 4/28/06; CS/CS/SB 2728 –
Economic Development Incentives; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/18/06]
Rubio Voted To Spend $1.5 Billion In Immediate ‘Growth’ Funding. On May 6, 2005, Rubio voted for a bill that
“provides $ 1.5 billion in immediate growth-related spending. More than $ 1 billion will be spent to help alleviate crowding on
roads, while the remainder will be spent on schools and water resources. Lawmakers also made an additional annual
commitment of $ 750 million for growth needs in the succeeding years,” according to the Lakeland Ledger. “The bill also
requires roads to be ‘under construction’ within three years of local government approval of a new development. And it adds
schools and water supplies to the list of services that must be in place before development is approved. The legislation
encourages local communities to create ‘urban service boundaries’ to concentrate development and provides other incentives
for building in urban areas, as opposed to promoting more sprawl.” [CS/CS/CS/SB 360 – Infrastructure Planning & Funding;
Lakeland Ledger, 5/7/05]
Rubio Voted For Tax Credits For Entertainment Projects. On April 30, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that creates an
entertainment industry financial incentive program within the Office of Film and Entertainment in the Executive Office of the
Governor. The program’s purpose is to encourage the use of this state as a site for filming, and for providing production
services for, motion pictures, made-for-television movies, commercials, music videos, industrial and education films, and
television programs by the entertainment industry. There are two types of reimbursement incentives provided in the bill. The
first is a reimbursement of up to 15% for qualifying expenditures in Florida for a qualified production that demonstrates a
minimum of $850,000 in total qualified expenditures. The second type of reimbursement provides a payment not to exceed
5% of annual gross revenues on qualified expenditures before taxes or $100,000, whichever is less, for a digital media-effects
company in the state that provides digital material to a qualified production certified by OFE. Another type of incentive
offered by the legislation pertains to convincing a certified qualified relocation project, as defined in the bill, to move its
operation to Florida. If certified by OFE, such a project is eligible for a onetime incentive payment of 5% of its annual gross
revenues before taxes for the first 12 months of conducting business in its Florida domicile or $200,000, whichever is less.
[HB 1149 - Economic Development; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/18/03]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Expanding The Capital Investment Tax Credit Program. On April 24, 2003, Rubio voted in
favor of expanding the capital investment tax credit definition of a “qualifying project” to include a new financial services
facility in the state which creates at least 2,000 new jobs, pays an annual average salary of $50,000 for these jobs, and makes a
cumulative capital investment of at least $30 million. The bill also allows defense contractor refunds to be paid to Homeland
Security contractors as well. According to the Tampa Tribune, “[Gene] Gray and his counterparts statewide are pushing for
lawmakers to expand the state’s Capital Investment Tax Credit program, or CITC, which offers tax breaks on capital spending
for companies in “high-impact sectors.” That’s a relatively short list of industries, including aviation, aerospace, automotive
and silicon technology. Under bills moving through both chambers, the list of industries eligible for the CITC program would
be expanded to all of those currently eligible for the Qualified Target Industry program, which offers tax breaks for job
creation. The QTI list is a longer one encompassing most manufacturers, corporate headquarters, research and development
facilities, and financial service companies. The bill is aimed at major corporate deals -- tiered tax benefits for capital
investments of $ 25 million to $ 100 million and more. [Tampa Tribune, 4/22/03; HB 691 - Economic Development
Incentive Program; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/9/03]
Rubio Voted To Update Lakeland Downtown Development Charter. On April 23, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that
codifies Chapters 77-588 and 78-549, Laws of Florida, to update the Lakeland Downtown Development Authority Charter.
The Lakeland Downtown Development Authority (LDDA) was enacted by the Florida Legislature in 1977 with ad valorem
taxation authority, and became the community redevelopment agency for the City of Lakeland in 1979. The LDDA is charged
with recommending projects, plans, and developers to the city commission. It is empowered to option, buy, sell or lease real
estate, and arrange financing to support and stimulate private projects authorized by the development plan with the approval

of the city commission. [HB 823 - Lakeland Downtown Development; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
3/10/04]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Creating The Grow Smart Florida Commission At A Cost Of $250,000. On May 1, 2000,
Rubio voted in favor of creating the Grow Smart Florida Study Commission, a 25-member committee appointed to review
Florida’s system of growth management and make recommendations to the Governor, President of the Senate and Speaker of
the House by February 1, 2001. The bill appropriates $250,000 of general revenue to the Department of Community Affairs
(DCA) to administer the commission. [SB 0758 - Relating to Grow Smart Florida Study Commission; Florida Senate Staff
Analysis, 2/7/00]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Defining Property Lines In A Way That Could Result In Public Lands Being Turned Over
To Private Development. On May 1, 2000, Rubio voted in favor of defining property lines in a way that could result in
public lands being turned over to private development. According to the Tampa Tribune, “A bill that could place more than
100,000 acres of Florida’s river and lake shorelines in private hands is headed to approval in the House. The bill’s coauthors,[…] call their plan the Florida Land Title Protection Act. Putnam also called it the ‘most misunderstood bill of the
session,’ referring to widespread attention by environmentalists who say it is a ‘land grab’ and a threat to the rights of
Floridians to navigate waterways. House Bill 1807, expected to be approved next week, is designed to clarify property lines for
land along lakes and river. Opponents claim the bill would give away land now owned by the state and lead to development of
sensitive areas.” [HB 1807 - Relating to Florida Land Title Protection Act; Tampa Tribune, 4/28/00]

Insurance & Financial Services
Rubio Voted To Exempt Applicants From The Customer Service Licensing Exam. On April 28, 2008, Rubio voted for
the bill that exempts applicants who have earned an Associate’s or Bachelor’s degree from the customer service licensing
exam. The bill authorizes agents to take independent study programs for continuing education credits when the final closed
book examination is taken without a proctor provided that the student subsequently presents the education provider with a
sworn affidavit that he/she did not receive any outside assistance while taking the examination. The bill also creates a new
license for “unaffiliated insurance consultants” and permits agents to self-appoint with the Department of Financial Services.
[CS/CS/CS/HB 565 – Insurance Representatives; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/10/08]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Clarifying Life Insurance Laws. On April 18, 2008, Rubio voted in favor of clarifying Florida
law relating to insurable interests and the purchase of life insurance. The bill states that a person may purchase insurance on
his or her own life or body for payment to any beneficiary. However, an insurance contract may not be purchased on another
person unless the benefits under the insurance are payable to the individual insured, the insured’s personal representatives, or a
person that had an ‘insurable interest’ in the life of the insured when the contract was entered into. The bill defines the various
circumstances that constitute an insurable interest for purposes of purchasing an insurance contract. The bill requires the
written consent of the insured as a prerequisite to the issuance of a contract of insurance on the insured, with exceptions. [SB
648 – Insurable Interest/Insurance Contracts; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/24/08]
Rubio Voted For ATM Fees. On May 3, 2007, Rubio voted a bill that creates a new insurance product that enables insurers
to directly insure, rather than reinsure, banks and other entities against loses resulting from the writing of debt cancellation or
debt suspension agreements. Debt suspension agreements cancel or suspend the repayment of debt in cases of death, injury,
disability, or unemployment in exchange for higher fees. The bill also authorizes machine owners or operators to impose
access fees or surcharges for machine use and authorizes that a state-mandated endowment to be maintained in trust accounts
in financial institutions. [HB 7087 - Financial Services; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/27/07]
Rubio Voted To Allow The Creation Of Debt Cancellation Insurance. On May 5, 2006, Rubio voted for a bill that allows
insurers to offer a new insurance product, insurance for debt cancellation products. This product will be offered to creditors
for the purpose of covering losses suffered by the creditor in connection with debt cancellation products.[ HB 1361 –
Insurance; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/24/06]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Mandating Electronic Filing Of Financial Industry Forms. On May 5, 2006, Rubio voted in
favor of mandating electronic filing of required forms by mortgage brokers and lenders, consumer finance companies, retail
installment sellers, money transmitters and title loan and securities businesses. The bill would also provide that applications are

not deemed received until required fees are received and sets those fees. [HB 7153 - Financial Entities and Transactions;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/18/06]
Rubio Voted To Allow ATM Fees. On May 3, 2006, Rubio voted for the bill that allows the owner of an automated teller
machine (ATM) in Florida to charge a fee or surcharge on a customer accessing funds from an account held by a financial
institution located outside of the United States. [SB 704 - ATM Transaction Charges; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 1/27/06]
Rubio Voted To Alter Regulations Regarding Non-Resident Insurance Agents To Comply With A U.S. District
Court Ruling. On April 26, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill that deletes certain statutory restrictions on non-resident insurance
agents licensed in Florida, in response to the recent U.S. District Court ruling that such provisions are unconstitutional to the
extent that they deny to nonresident insurance agents the same rights and privileges that they afford to resident insurance
agents. [CS/SB 2588 - Insurance; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/31/04]

Jobs
AMERICAN JOBS ACT
Rubio Opposed The American Jobs Act. According to the Florida Independent, “Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., yesterday
joined Senate Republicans in stalling President Obama’s jobs bill. According to an impact report compiled by the White
House, Obama’s American Jobs Act would have created thousands of education and infrastructure jobs in the state of Florida.
But the proposed $447 billion jobs bill failed to get the 60 votes needed to move forward — per new Senate rules. Rubio was
among the GOP senators who voted to block the bill from moving forward.” [The Florida Independent, 10/12/11]
Rubio Voted Against The American Jobs Act. According to the Miami Herald’s Naked Politics Blog, “Florida’s senators
split their votes on a proposed $447 billion jobs bill, which failed to get enough votes Tuesday night to move forward in the
Senate. Democratic Sen. Bill Nelson voted to continue debate on the jobs package, which also included a tax increase on the
wealthy; Sen. Marco Rubio, a Republican, voted against it. The legislation needed 60 votes to come to the floor for debate.
President Barack Obama on Tuesday acknowledged to his Jobs Council that the package might need to be split into more
palatable pieces to pass. White House spokesman Jay Carney told reporters that the president will “keep at this all fall,” and
described the vote on the jobs bill as ‘the beginning of a fight for jobs and growth, not the end.’ ‘Every senator who votes ‘no’
will have to explain ‘what are you against?’” Carney said. Earlier in the day, the White House released a list of 25 Florida
mayors who sent Congress a letter asking for passage of the jobs bill. South Florida supporters include the mayors of Delray
Beach, Hallandale Beach, Miramar, Pembroke Pines and South Miami. Obama, who was in Orlando Tuesday afternoon for a
fundraiser, was greeted at the airport by Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer, also a backer of the jobs plan.” [The Miami Herald
Naked Politics Blog, 10/11/11]
On The Senate Floor, Rubio Discuss His Opposition To The American Jobs Act. Rubio: “Mr. President, I strongly
oppose S. 1660, the American Jobs Act of 2011. I am eager to work with Members of both parties to find common ground on
policies that will help grow the economy at a time when our nation continues to struggle with high unemployment and low
economic growth. To be clear, there are certain proposals in the American Jobs Act that I would support individually,
including an extension of the payroll tax cut, allowing businesses to fully expense the cost of acquiring new capital, and a delay
of the three percent withholding penalty on government contractors. These provisions would provide piecemeal relief to the
economy. Unfortunately, the positive provisions in the American Jobs Act are overshadowed by a massive $453 billion tax
hike that would be highly damaging to the ability of businesses that pay individual tax rates to expand operations, hire new
workers and compete internationally. According to data from the Department of the Treasury, 80 percent of taxpayers
affected by this new 5.6 percent tax increase would be business owners. Furthermore, the Joint Committee on Taxation
estimates that 34 percent of business income would be ensnared by the job-destroying tax increase in S. 1660. Worse, if the
2001 tax relief expires as scheduled in 2013, this new tax surcharge would push the top marginal tax rate to nearly 50 percent
when accounting for the new 3.8 percent Medicare tax on unearned income in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.
It would also sharply increase taxes on capital gains and dividends investment, hurting small businesses and investors.” [Marco
Rubio CR Article 97, 10/11/11]
Rubio Voted to Block the American Jobs Act, Variation of President Obama’s Jobs Plan. On October 11, 2011, Rubio
voted against invoking cloture on the motion to proceed to the bill that would provide roughly $245 billion in tax incentives

and more than $100 billion in new infrastructure spending and state aid. It would be offset with a 5.6 percent increase in tax
rates for certain upper-income tax filers. According to the Hill’s Floor Action Blog, the bill “would impose a 5.6 percent tax
on earnings above $1 million per year, not the flat 5 percent tax some Democrats advertised on Wednesday. That subtle
difference is found in Reid’s new bill, S. 1660. Another late change is that the so-called surtax on millionaires will take effect in
2013 — not 2012 as originally planned. As reported Wednesday, Reid’s bill abandons the ‘offsets’ section of legislation
proposed by President Obama and replaces it with the millionaire surtax. Obama’s offsets included ending tax breaks for oil
companies, families earning more than $250,000 per year, and corporate jet owners. Reid reintroduced his bill as a new version
of the American Jobs Act, which Senate Democrats are expected to take up as early as next week.” Congressional Quarterly
Today reported that “The Senate on Tuesday turned back a variation of the jobs package proposed by President Obama, with
lawmakers next expected to cherry-pick pieces with bipartisan support. The Senate voted, 50-49, against limiting debate on
proceeding to the bill. Sixty votes are required to invoke cloture. […] The Tuesday evening test vote on the $447 billion
package of tax cuts and new spending (S 1660) is expected to be the only vote on the legislation as a single package.
Republicans in both chambers have been pushing to take up the measure in smaller chunks that could have bipartisan
support.” [Roll Call 160, S 1660, 10/11/2011; Congressional Quarterly Today, 10/11/11; Hill’s Floor Action Blog, 10/6/11]
In Regards President Obama Presenting The American Jobs Act, Rubio Said “The Only It’s Designed To Protect Is
His, And That’s Why He’s Put It Out There.” “Speaking On The Record with Greta Van Susteren last night, Florida Sen.
Marco Rubio sounded none-too-pleased with the prospect of President Obama’s American Jobs Act. ‘Really, the only job it’s
designed to protect is his, and that’s why he’s put it out,’ he surmised. According to the freshman senator, the plan is more a
political move than a serious effort to create jobs. ‘What the president is saying he wants to do to help create jobs in America
is not going to work,’ he said. As Rubio sees it, Obama’s plan goes about things mostly wrong: it’s all been tried before, costs
too much money, or fails to create necessary economic opportunity. ‘What we really need is some basic things,’ he suggests
instead, citing tax reform, regulatory reform and certainty about our debt. ‘It’s not exciting, the media hates when I say it. They
say it’s not new, nothing novel. That’s like telling a farmer to stop focusing on fertilizer and water.’” [Mediaite, 9/16/11]
Rubio Did Not Give The American Jobs Act A “Ringing Endorsement”; ‘$800 Billion Didn’t Create Jobs, How Is
#447 Billion Going To Create Jobs?” “U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, issued a statement last week outlining his intention
to work with the president to solve the country’s economic crisis. But he stopped way short of giving Obama’s American Jobs
Act a ringing endorsement. ‘There are some things that the President outlined that I think we can be supportive of, but my
problem with this (bill), quite frankly, is that a lot of it just won’t work,’ Rubio said. Rubio, like Miller, was critical of spending
to create jobs. ‘A lot of it sounds like things we’ve already tried, such as more government spending,’ he said. ‘$800 billion
didn’t create jobs, how is $447 billion going to create jobs?’ Rubio suggested a need to ‘create an environment where job
creators feel the incentive to go out and create jobs.’ That is done, his release states, through ‘regulatory reform, tax reform,
certainty moving forward and confidence in America’s future.’” [Northwest Florida Daily News, 9/12/11]
VIDEO: Rubio Responded To Obama’s Jobs Speech, Plan ‘Just Won’t Work.’ In response to President Obama’s jobs
speech, Rubio responded by saying, “‘unemployment is a crisis in our country, and certainly this is not a time to become
partisan or just reflect and attack everything the other side has. So there are some things that the President outlined that I
think we can be supportive of, but my problem with this, quite frankly, is that a lot of it just won’t work. A lot of it sounds like
things we’ve already tried, such as more government spending. $800 billion didn’t create jobs, how is $447 billion going to
create jobs.’” [The Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 9/8/11]

GOVERNMENT JOBS
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Bill That Would Eliminate One Out Of Every 10 Federal Jobs. According to The Florida
Independent. “Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., recently announced that he is cosponsoring a bill that would drastically cut public
sector jobs. S. 1611, or the ‘Reducing the Size of the Federal Government Through Attrition Act,’ would reduce the federal
workforce by 10 percent by 2015. According to a press release from Rubio’s office, the bill “would save approximately $139
billion over ten years. The bill is one example in a long line of legislation introduced by conservative policymakers in Congress
this year aimed at making a political statement about the role of the federal government. Rubio himself has introduced S.726,
the ‘Decrease Spending Now Act,’ which has similar aims. The bill would impose deeper cuts to public sector jobs around the
country. Public sector jobs, in particular, are already in sharp decline.” [The Florida Independent, 10/12/11]

JOB DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

Rubio Voted to Kill House Disaster Relief Funding Paid for by Cutting A $1.5 Billion From A Federal Loan For the
Development Of Fuel-Efficient Vehicles. On September 23, 2011, Rubio voted to table the House of Representatives
continuing appropriation to fund government through Nov 18th at $1.043 trillion. It also would provide a total of $3.65
billion in disaster relief funding, including $1 billion for fiscal 2011 that would be offset by reducing funding for the Advanced
Technology Vehicle Manufacturing Program by $1.5 billion. It also would rescind $100 million from the Innovative
Technology Loan Guarantee Program. According to the Washington Times, “Democrats opposed the measure because it cut
$1.5 billion from a federal loan program for the development of more fuel-efficient vehicles, a move they said would cost
thousands of jobs.” [Roll Call 151, H 2608, 09/23/2011; Washington Times, 9/23/11]
Rubio Was Absent During The Vote On The Motion To Proceed On The Leahy-Smith’s American Invents Act. “Mr.
KYL. The following Senator is necessarily absent: the Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO).” [Marco Rubio CR Article 57,
9/6/11]


Rubio Was Absent On Voting For The Leahy-Smith America Invents Act Due To His Mother’s Illness; If He
Was Present He Would Have Voted No. “Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, due to health concerns of my mother, I was
absent for the motion to table amendment No. 599 offered by Senator Coburn to H.R. 1249, the America Invents Act,
final passage of H.R. 1249, and on S.J. Res. 25. Had I been present for the motion to table amendment No. 599 offered by
Senator Coburn to H.R. 1249, I would have opposed the motion in support of the underlying amendment, and would
have voted ‘nay’ on final passage of the America Invents Act. H.R. 1249 is significantly different than the original Senate
bill that I supported, and will ultimately not accomplish the goal of modernizing the patent process in the United States in
the most effective manner.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 147, 9/8/11]

On The Floor, Rubio Spoke About NASA, Debt, and Job Creation. “So I want to focus on the growth aspect and what
we can do to grow our economy and help job creators create jobs. Don’t ask the politicians, ask the job creators. They will tell
us there are two things standing in the way of job creation in America. No. 1 is a broken Tax Code that is uncertain,
complicated, difficult to navigate and, in many instances, unaffordable for them. No. 2, it is runaway regulations. So any deal
that deals with the debt in a serious way has to encompass growth policies that involve, in my mind, both regulatory reform
and tax reform. I hope that is what they are working toward--tax reform. Because what we need in America is not more taxes,
we need more taxpayers. The other part of the deal, of course, is going to have to involve some spending reductions. That is
why I proudly stood with my colleagues to point out three things we have to clearly do to bring it under control. The first is
we have to reduce spending this year. Obviously, we can’t solve the budget deficit and debt in 1 year, but we have to begin to
address it this year, so meaningful cuts this year. The second thing we need to do is a spending cap that limits the amount of
money this government can spend in the future or the growth in the amount of money the government can spend in the
future. Our government should not grow faster than our economy. Finally, we need some sort of balanced budget
amendment. To top it all off, we have to save Social Security and Medicare. I was encouraged this morning to read that the
President is interested in this issue. It is important. It is not about balancing the budget on the backs of anyone. It is about
saving Social Security and Medicare so that there will never have to be benefit reductions for current beneficiaries, and so that
these programs exist for me when I retire and for my children when they retire, and so they will never grow insolvent.” [Marco
Rubio CR Article 127, 7/7/11]

AGREE ACT
Obama’s Startup America Legislative Agenda Featured Several Key Elements Of The Rubio Co-Sponsored AGREE
Act. According to Politicalnews.me, “President Obama sent to Congress his ‘Startup America Legislative Agenda’ to expand
tax relief and improve access to capital for job-creating startups and small businesses, featuring several key elements of the
American Growth, Recovery, Empowerment and Entrepreneurship (AGREE) Act introduced by U.S. Senator Chris Coons
(D-Del.) and U.S. Senator Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) in November.” [Politicalnews.me, 2/2/12]
The Tampa Tribune Editorial: Rubio’s AGREE Act Was A Good Step In The Right Direction. “At the same time the
failure of the supercommittee has partisan passions enflamed in Washington, Florida Sen. Marco Rubio is finding a way to
forge a bipartisan partnership. Rubio, a Republican, has joined with Delaware Democratic Sen. Chris Coons to sponsor the
American Growth, Recovery, Empowerment and Entrepreneurship – or AGREE – Act. It is, at best, a modest step. If passed,
it won’t suddenly energize the economy, but it does offer sensible ways to aid American businesses and produce jobs. The
legislation draws on ideas from President Obama’s jobs plans, the President’s Council on Jobs and Competitiveness and from

legislative proposals by both parties in Congress. It would provide tax relief for small businesses with such steps as extending
the 100 percent bonus depreciation through 2014. Businesses now can depreciate the full costs of such investments as
equipment and property, but this tax break is scheduled to be reduced to 50 percent on Jan. 1. The measure would extend the
100 percent depreciation for three years. The president’s jobs bill takes a similar approach. The AGREE Act also would
extend for three years a provision that allows businesses to deduct job-creating investments up to $500,000. The level is
scheduled to fall to $125,000 in 2012. The Coons-Rubio bill seeks to spark research and innovation by extending a research tax
credit and establishing an enhanced credit for research and development investments by companies that manufacture in the
United States. The proposal includes existing bipartisan legislation that would provide veterans with a tax credit equal to 25
percent of the fee associated with starting a franchise, up to $100,000. While there will always be serious differences between
the parties, partisanship shouldn’t keep members from working together for the sake of the country whenever possible. Rubio
and Coons are setting an example that their colleagues would be wise to follow.” [Tampa Tribune Editorial, 11/28/11]
Orlando Sentinel Editorial: After AGREE Act, Rubio Should Continue To Display Bipartisanship. The Orlando
Sentinel Editorial Board wrote, “We’ve faulted Florida’s junior U.S. senator, Republican Marco Rubio, for wrongheaded
partisanship before, so we don’t want to overlook a recent step from him in the right direction. This week Rubio joined with
Delaware Democrat Chris Coons, another freshman senator, to introduce a modest package of small business tax breaks and
regulatory relief aimed at creating jobs. The two lawmakers have put together a series of initiatives — some of their own, and
others harvested from other jobs packages — for which there seems to be broad bipartisan support. Compared with other
more ambitious and more expensive jobs proposals from Democrats or Republicans, the Rubio-Coons plan is low-hanging
legislative fruit. It wouldn’t have nearly the impact on the economy of bigger plans. Rubio conceded this week that his bill is
not ‘earth shattering.’ Even so, he’s right that members of Congress usually don’t try hard enough to identify and pass
measures that would appeal to both parties. We’d really like to see Rubio apply this bipartisan sensibility and his growing
influence to where it is most needed now — to efforts to drain red ink. Congress’ super committee on deficit reduction is
facing a deadline next week. Forty-five senators, including 23 Republicans, have joined in calling on the committee to produce
a plan that would cut at least $4 trillion from deficits over the next decade. Coons’ name is on that list. Rubio should add his.”
[Orlando Sentinel Editorial, 11/19/11]
Rubio’s Bi-Partisan Jobs Bill Was Intended To Inspire Confidence In The Economy. According to the Miami Herald,
“Looking for what he called ‘rapid action’ on the economy, U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio joined Democratic Sen. Chris Coons of
Delaware in tearing apart the various Republican and Democratic and White House jobs proposals in search of some rare
common ground. The two introduced their admittedly modest legislation, known as the ‘Agree Act,’ on Tuesday. It won’t
break any new ground, both said. What it might do is inspire confidence in the economy as well as reassure business owners
and investors that Washington isn’t completely gridlocked, Rubio said. ‘If you’re a job creator out there, and you’re looking at
this, you look at this and say, ‘All right, that’s a glimmer of hope,” he said. The bill extends some about-to-expire tax credits
that the two say will give businesses certainty about buying equipment and expanding next year. It also lowers some of the
reporting requirements for small companies about to go public, and expands visa opportunities for skilled foreign workers. It
has a research and development tax credit that encourages companies that invent something in the U.S. to also manufacture it
here, and offers a tax break to veterans who invest in franchises.” [The Miami Herald, 11/16/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored The AGREE Act On The Floor With Senator Coons; The Bill Extended Tax Relief For Small
Businesses. Senators Rubio and Coons introduced the AGREE Act (The American Growth Recovery Entrepreneurship and
Empowerment Act), which was a bill that would extend tax relief for small businesses. Senator Coons explain the Act: “There
are three different provisions that have already been in law but that would be extended by this bill: for capital gains exclusions
for 5-year investments in qualified small businesses, for accelerated depreciation, and for increased expensing, all of which
would help small businesses invest in growth; encouraging cutting-edge research and innovation by making permanent the
R&D tax credit, and by adding something to it that I think has real potential, an added incentive for companies that invent
something here to manufacture it here; another, commonsense regulatory relief for fast-growing businesses that seek to go
public; another, an idea originally championed by Senator Casey, providing incentives through the Tax Code for veterans to
become franchise owners and entrepreneurs; reducing some immigration barriers that prevent highly skilled workers who
studied here from staying here; and now the last point, protecting American businesses from intellectual property theft,
strengthening our ability to prevent counterfeit goods from coming into American markets by fixing a small but real barrier to
effective border protection against counterfeiting.” Rubio state: “As much as the measures here are meaningful--and we are
not claiming this solves all our economic problems, but they are meaningful--if you are a small business looking to invest next
year in buying capital investment for your business, there is an incentive to extend the tax credits to help you do that. More
importantly, they will be able to open the newspaper and read that Republicans and Democrats came together and passed a
piece of legislation on which they agreed.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 48, 11/16/11]

Rubio’s Jobs Bill Was Not “Earth-Shattering,” The Bill Was Aim To “Boost Small Businesses And Send A Signal
That Washington is Moving On Some Front.” According to The St. Petersburg Times, “With Congress’ ability to pass
substantial jobs legislation trapped in the jaws of partisanship, Sen. Marco Rubio is going for baby steps. The Florida
Republican on Tuesday introduced a jobs package he and a Democratic co-author say would boost small businesses and send
a signal to the public that Washington is moving on some fronts. ‘We’re not claiming this bill is earth-shattering,’ Rubio said.
‘What we did is very simple. We sat down and said, ‘Okay, let’s find all the things that Republicans, Democrats, the president
and everybody agrees on, and let’s pass those things.” He crafted the proposal — the American Growth, Recovery,
Empowerment and Entrepreneurship Act — with Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del. The AGREE Act would extend for three years a
measure allowing businesses to depreciate the full cost of qualified equipment and property purchases; extend by three years a
tax break on some small business stock; extend a research and development tax credit to 2013; provide veterans with up to
$100,000 in tax credits for starting a franchise; and allow more highly skilled workers in the country, among other measures.”
[St. Petersburg Times, 11/16/11]
Rubio And Coons Op-Ed: A Real Bi-Partisan Jobs Bill. Marco Rubio And Chris Coons wrote, “As freshman senators
from states hit hard by the recession, we believe Congress can’t afford to spend the next year spinning its wheels — scoring
political points in a debate that is more about protecting political jobs in 2012 elections than getting the jobless back to work.
We should unite behind policy ideas we all agree on and that would likely be signed into law if we stop letting politics get in
the way. Today we are introducing legislation that includes some of these ideas. Our bill would extend tax relief for small
businesses — to help them purchase new equipment so they can grow and create jobs. It includes modernizing and improving
the research and development tax credit; encouraging hiring of returning veterans and reforming burdensome regulations. It
will take steps toward boosting high-skilled legal immigration, so we can attract and retain talented individuals with
extraordinary capacities, to create high-paying jobs in America. It will also protect our businesses against the illegal theft of
intellectual property, with strict enforcement of laws already on the books. Our plan borrows heavily from legislation
introduced by both parties and in both chambers of Congress — Republicans in the House, and Democrats in the Senate. All
the provisions have garnered bipartisan support in today’s political climate, and all would help encourage job creation today.
These shorter-term policy fixes clearly won’t be a substitute for the comprehensive economic reforms we need. Nor will they
save critical entitlement programs for future generations, or fundamentally make the federal government more efficient. These
types of changes will only be realized after a vigorous debate over the proper role of government in our lives and in the
economy.” [Marco Rubio & Chris Coons Politico, 11/15/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored The American Growth, Recovery, Empowerment, and Entrepreneurship Act (AGREE Act)
With Senator Chris Coons. According to WGMD, “Delaware Senator Chris Coons will join Florida Senator Marco Rubio
this morning to announce bipartisan legislation to encourage job creation. The American Growth, Recovery, Empowerment
and Entrepreneurship Act, or AGREE Act, is the product of identifying areas of common agreement between the President’s
jobs plan, recommendations from the President’s Council on Jobs and Competitiveness, and jobs plans put forward by both
parties in the House and Senate. Today’s announcement will be made at 9:30 a.m. at the U.S. Capitol in D.C.” [WGMD,
11/15/11]

NASA
Rubio Praised The Historic SpaceX Mission And Privatized Space Travel. According to NSB News, “U.S. Sen. Marco
Rubio, R-FL, issued the following statement regarding the historic SpaceX mission: ‘Congratulations to SpaceX for its
successful launch and today’s berthing with the International Space Station. This is a historic milestone for space exploration
and an important achievement for the commercial space industry.’ Rubio continued, ‘We no longer live in a world where space
is only explored by government agencies, and we should all take pride that an American company is the first to accomplish this
mission. I know that Floridians look forward to working with NASA and our commercial partners as they continue to prove
their capabilities.’” [NSB News, 5/26/12]
In Debate Over Building A New Rocket, Rubio Wrote That Senators Shelby And Sessions Misunderstood Over
Shifted Funds To The Kennedy Space Station. The Alabama Senatorial Delegation sent a letter to the White House in
which they believed Kennedy Space Station should not have received $341 Million for a rocket making project that should be
conducted in their homestate. “The Shelby/Sessions letter went further and accused NASA of wrongly shifting some $341
million to Kennedy Space Center in Florida for improvements that they say should go to SLS. Those improvements at
Kennedy are related only ‘tangentially’ to the heavy-lift rocket project, according to the Alabama senators. Florida’s senators
sent their own letter to the White House 11 days later on Aug. 26 saying ‘there appears to be a misunderstanding.’ Democratic

Sen. Bill Nelson and Republican Sen. Marco Rubio say they wrote to ‘clarify the intent of the law.’ Spending for improvements
at Kennedy was always part of SLS, the Florida senators said.” [Huntsville Times, 9/2/11]
Column: Rubio’s Pork Projects Which Include Has Increased Federal Spending. “Enough talk about cutting the
federal budget. Let’s start the job in Florida, beginning with Jacksonville’s pork. Senators Bill Nelson and Marco Rubio want to
move a nuclear aircraft carrier from Norfolk, Va., to Jacksonville. This would cost as much as $500 billion in upfront money,
followed by the ongoing cost of duplicating services at the two ports. The rationale is that all the East Coast carriers are
bunched up at Norfolk, making them more vulnerable to natural disasters and sneak attack. Close MacDill Air Force Base. We
now move on to some Tampa pork. This air base should have been shut down years ago. It is poorly situated in a dense urban
area, next to major civilian airports. Now we move to some of our pork. NASA plans to spend untold billions on a
Frankenstein shuttle. It will fly twice in the next 10 years. As yet, nobody has any idea where it will fly to.” [Mike Thomas The
Orlando Sentinel, 8/8/11]
High Point Enterprise Editorial: Rubio Was Right When He Wanted The Future Of NASA To Be Clarified.
Regarding NASA’s future, “As The Associated Press report noted, the space shuttle passed into history with “an almost
anticlimactic end to the 30-year-old program” when Atlantis glided into a ghostly landing in near-darkness Friday morning in
front of a relatively small crowd. We, like Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, laud the space program upon completion of its 135th and
final shuttle flight. And like Rubio and plenty of other Americans, we hope the space program’s future soon will be clarified.
Rubio claims that when one asks, ‘What’s next for NASA? NASA has no answer, the administration has no answer.’” [High
Point Enterprise Editorial, 7/25/11]
PolitiFact: Rubio’s Astronaut Claim “Mostly True.” That The United States Will Have To Pay The Russians $50
Million An Astronaut To Send To The Space Station. In a CBS interview, Marcy Rubio stated, “From now on, we have to
pay the Russians $50 million an astronaut to send Americans to the space station.” PolitiFact: “Basically, Rubio’s right there on
the costs. But he fails to note that NASA has had contracts with Russia since 1993. And while $50 million or $63 million
sounds expensive, it’s still less than maintaining a separate space program. We rate this claim Mostly True.” [PolitiFact via St.
Petersburg Times, 7/15/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution Honoring NASA’s Space Shuttle Program. “Mr. NELSON of Florida (for
himself..Mr. Rubio)…S. Res 233… Resolved, That the Senate-- (1) congratulates the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration on reaching the historic milestone of the 135th and final flight of the Space Transportation System; (2) honors
the men and women of the Space Shuttle Program, who worked tirelessly to [Page: S4562] GPO’s PDF design, build, and
operate the Space Transportation System, in order to promote science, exploration, and international cooperation; (3)
remembers the 14 crewmembers lost during the space shuttle Challenger accident, which occurred on January 28, 1986, and
the space shuttle Columbia accident, which occurred on February 1, 2003; (4) notes the diligence in applying the lessons
learned through the Challenger and Columbia tragedies to honor the 14 crewmembers we lost and enhance the safety of the
crewmembers that followed; (5) recognizes that the Space Shuttle Program has inspired generations of children to become
engineers, scientists, and explorers, which has led to maintaining the precedent of leadership in human space exploration set
by the United States during the Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo missions; and (6) acknowledges that the Space Shuttle Program
has, through its technological advancements and scientific research, driven innovation in the fields of science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics to benefit the people of the United States and all of humankind.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 51,
7/13/11
In An Op-Ed Piece, Rubio Stated That NASA Was Not Immune To The Debt Crisis. “You see, whereas America once
led the way to the moon, we now face the unacceptable prospect of limited options to simply get a human into orbit. We
know that our commercial space partners are working to fill some of the gap in our human space flight capabilities, and that is
a promising development that we should encourage. But we need NASA to lead. And I say this, I fully recognize that our
nation faces a debt crisis because, quite frankly, politicians in both parties have spent recklessly for many decades, and it will
require Washington to finally live within its means and for leaders to make tough choices about what our nation’s priorities
are. NASA is no exception. It will not be about spending more. It will be about spending wisely.” [Marco Rubio Tallahasse
Democrat, 7/10/11]
In A Orlando Sentinel Op-Ed Rubio Stated That Obama’s “Space Policy Is Jeopardizing America’s Longstanding
Commitment To Manned Space Exploration.” Rubio criticized Obama’s space policy in a Orlando Sentinel op-ed, This
week, President Obama will attend the launch of the Space Shuttle Endeavour’s last mission. While it is an opportunity to
celebrate Endeavour’s history and the brave people who have made it a proud one, it is also a bittersweet occasion. The
president’s space policy is jeopardizing America’s longstanding commitment to manned space exploration. This has serious

consequences for Florida. By failing to develop a heavy-lift rocket and crew vehicle to replace the space shuttle program,
America will fall behind in the space race. China, India and Russia are all committed to establishing a pre-eminent position in
space and have invested in manned space exploration to fulfill their ambitions. Facing growing international competition,
Congress must ensure that the president adheres to the NASA Authorization Act of 2010 by not undermining America’s next
generation of manned space vehicles. Doing so would relinquish a half-century of space leadership as well as the resulting
benefits in the areas of science and technology.” [Marco Rubio Orlando Sentinel, 4/24/11]
Rubio Said That Obama Has Not Made The Heavy-Lift Rocket A Priority. “NASA officials assured skeptical senators
Tuesday they’re on course to make a third shuttle flight this year and develop the next heavy-lift rocket. Both projects, which
are vital to Kennedy Space Center, are threatened by legislation passed by the House that would cut $600 million in federal
spending for the remainder of fiscal 2011. The proposed cuts are a key focus of budget negotiations between House
Republicans and Senate Democrats. Another funding concern focused on development of the heavy-lift rocket. President
Barack Obama’s budget for fiscal 2012, which starts Oct. 1, proposed $1.2 billion less for the rocket than an authorization law
enacted last year. The proposed reduction -- and Obama’s proposal to boost funding for development of commercial rockets
to $850 million from the $500 million Congress had approved -- antagonized lawmakers. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-West Miami,
said the president’s budget doesn’t seem to make the heavy-lift rocket a priority. ‘It doesn’t make a lot of sense to me,’ Rubio
said. “How serious is NASA and the administration about building these programs?’” [Florida Today, 3/16/11]
Rubio Said That Obama Has Not Made The Heavy-Lift Rocket A Priority. “NASA officials assured skeptical senators
Tuesday they’re on course to make a third shuttle flight this year and develop the next heavy-lift rocket. Both projects, which
are vital to Kennedy Space Center, are threatened by legislation passed by the House that would cut $600 million in federal
spending for the remainder of fiscal 2011. The proposed cuts are a key focus of budget negotiations between House
Republicans and Senate Democrats. Another funding concern focused on development of the heavy-lift rocket. President
Barack Obama’s budget for fiscal 2012, which starts Oct. 1, proposed $1.2 billion less for the rocket than an authorization law
enacted last year. The proposed reduction -- and Obama’s proposal to boost funding for development of commercial rockets
to $850 million from the $500 million Congress had approved -- antagonized lawmakers. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-West Miami,
said the president’s budget doesn’t seem to make the heavy-lift rocket a priority. ‘It doesn’t make a lot of sense to me,’ Rubio
said. “How serious is NASA and the administration about building these programs?’” [Florida Today, 3/16/11]

Restaurants
Rubio Voted To Cut Regulations Relating To Fire Prevention And Building Code Assistance. On May 1, 2008, Rubio
voted for a bill that eliminates the responsibilities of the Division of Hotels and Restaurants (within the Department of
Business and Professional Regulation) to work with the Florida Building Commission and the State Fire Marshal in updating
and enforcing the Florida Building Code and Florida Fire Prevention Code. This legislation allows for a reduction in staff and
related expenses of up to 3 Full Time Equivalent positions and $250,000 from Hotel and Restaurant Trust Fund. [HB 5051 –
Department of Business and Professional Regulation; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/3/08]
Rubio Voted To Amend Several Business Regulations. On April 18, 2008, Rubio voted for a bill that amends several
statutory provisions relating to Florida business organizations. In particular, the bill eliminates duplicative filing requirements,
and enables mergers between Florida professional corporations or limited liability companies and out-of-state professional
corporations or limited liability companies. [CS/HB 419 – Business Entities; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
3/28/08]
Rubio Voted For Allowing Restaurant Customers To Take Resealed Wine Home. On May 4, 2005, Rubio voted for a
bill that would allow restaurants licensed to sell wine and the restaurant’s patrons to remove one unsealed bottle of wine for
consumption off the licensed premises, provided the patron purchased a full-course meal and consumed a portion of the
bottle of wine with the meal. The bill also makes the resealed wine container exempt from the open container law. [CS/CS/SB
1114 – Restaurants/Resealed Wine Containers; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/21/05]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Raising Annual Restaurant Licensing Fees And Allowing A Private Entity To Administer
The Food Safety Test. On March 21, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of raising annual restaurant licensing fees and allowing a
private entity to administer a food safety test. According to the Tampa Tribune, the bill, “Raises annual restaurant licensing
fees by $45 to avoid decreasing inspections to once a year.” A similar bill, HB 155, took some criticism as being meant to
specifically benefit the Florida Restaurant Association, which raises money to the GOP. According to the Palm Beach Post,

“It [HB 155] would allow the Department of Business and Professional Regulation to award a statewide contract for a
mandatory restaurant manager-training program. Republican Rep. Allen Trovillion of Winter Park acknowledged that the
contract provision in his bill was designed with the nonprofit Florida Restaurant Association in mind. The association is one
of four groups that offer training and certification programs for restaurant managers and has a good reputation, Trovillion
said. […] That has one of the restaurant association’s competitors furious. ‘I think it’s a continuation of the Florida Restaurant
Association leadership being more concerned with its checkbook than the needs of the rest of Florida,’ said Jim Greer of the
Orlando-based Food Safety Training, Inc. The evolution of the bill is an example of how much clout business groups can
muster when policy makers go looking for advice - and campaign contributions - from the industries they regulate. An analysis
by The Palm Beach Post shows that the restaurant industry donated $379,933 to the Republican Party in the two election
cycles before 1999. Four years ago, Florida Restaurant Association President Carol Dover raised $250,000 for the GOP at a
single fund-raiser at her Tallahassee home.” [Tampa Tribune, 3/24/02; SB 0990 - Relating to Business Regulation; Palm Beach
Post, 3/16/02]
Rubio Voted For Repealing The Alcoholic Beverage Surcharge. On April 10, 2001, Rubio voted for repealing the
alcoholic beverage surcharge by 2004. This would reduce revenue by $43.5 million in FY 01-02 and $47.7 million in FY 02-03.
According to the Orlando Sentinel, “Enacted in 1989 during a tight budget year, the surcharge by the mid-1990s was
generating about $100 million a year. Restaurant and bar owners fought the fee on grounds that it unfairly singled them out
because retail outlets such as convenience stores and supermarkets were exempt. They also complained that administrative
costs of tracking and calculating the fee were burdensome. With budget surpluses building as the economy grew, legislators
sided with the industry, and phased out one-third of the tax in 1999 and one-third again last year. But the 2001 budget crunch
kept Gov. Jeb Bush from including repeal of the final third in his budget. The tax now generates $35 million to $40 million a
year…. The tax is now 3.33 cents for every ounce of liquor or 4 ounces of wine, down from 10 cents, and 1.33 cents for 12
ounces of beer, down from 4 cents. Restaurateurs said the differing rates add to the headache of remitting correct amounts to
the state. Florida TaxWatch, a budget watchdog group, has recommended ditching the surcharge partly because of the
complexity. “Accurate compliance is less than 6 percent. Some people pay too much, but most people pay too little,” said
Dominic Calabro, president of TaxWatch. ‘You need something that’s fair and has a reasonable compliance rate. This one has
not worked.’ “ [Orlando Sentinel, 5/8/01; H45 – Relating to Alcoholic Beverage Surcharges; Florida House of Representatives
Staff Analysis, 3/17/01]
Rubio Voted Against Restricting Smoking In Restaurants. On April 18, 2000, Rubio voted against a bill establishing
greater restrictions on smoking in restaurants. According to the Palm Beach Post, “After years of disagreement between
health-related organizations and the Florida Restaurant Association, House and Senate lawmakers Tuesday approved antismoking measures seen as a compromise by the sparring groups. The legislation requires restaurants with more than 50 seats
to ban smoking in 50 percent of their dining areas by Oct. 1. Now, smoking is banned in 35 percent of those dining areas. All
restaurants would then have to establish nonsmoking areas in 65 percent of their dining areas by Oct. 1, 2001.” [HB 1153 Relating to Smoking Areas/Restaurants; Palm Beach Post, 4/18/00]

Government Aid
Rubio And Nelson Introduced A Bill That Would Give Brevard County Small Businesses Additional Federal
Contracting Opportunities. According to the Orlando Business Journal, “Florida’s U.S. senators Bill Nelson, D-Orlando,
and Marco Rubio, R-Miami, introduced legislation to give Brevard County small businesses additional federal contracting
opportunities, Florida Today reports. The bill would designate all of Brevard County as a historically underutilized business
zone, or HUBZone, which gives small businesses preference in government procurement and helps to attract new business as
well. To qualify, an area must have low income, a high poverty rate or high unemployment rate. Brevard County had a 10.8
percent unemployment rate as of December.” [Orlando Business Journal, 3/7/12]
In The First Month Of His Senate Term, Rubio Opposed Raising The Debt Limit And “Sort Of Endorsed”
Nelson’s Call “For The Florida Congressional Delegation To Do A Better Job Getting Money For Florida. “Speaking
to Florida reporters, Rubio addressed other issues: - He expressed reservations about raising the federal debt limit and flatly
said he would not if it’s another temporary measure. By March the government should hit its $14.29 trillion debt limit and the
Obama administration wants to raise it, having done so last year. Republicans are protesting in hopes of extracting spending
cuts. The administration has warned that failure to raise the ceiling could result in a partial government shutdown. - He sort of
endorsed Democratic Sen. Bill Nelson’s call for the Florida congressional delegation to do a better job getting money for
Florida. ‘When it comes to spending, my No. 1 concern is where is the money coming from,’ Rubio said. ‘That being said, I do

think Florida should get its fair share. And that’s why the earmark process is so bad for Florida because it’s not determined by
merit. It’s determined based on who’s in power, who’s in charge, who can control things and who can steer things their way. ...
Florida certainly has some meritorious projects.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 1/27/11]

Small Businesses
Rubio Voted For Helping Big Businesses Dodge Regulations. On June 9, 2011, Rubio voted for an amendment
introduced by Sen. Snowe (R-ME) that would set new restrictions on regulatory authority of several government departments
and agencies. Specifically, the amendment would require regulators to conduct complex cost-benefit analyses of their proposed
rules’ direct and indirect impact on small businesses, set up a new judicial review process for small businesses to challenge
regulations, and require agencies to periodically review existing rules and sunset any that do not pass examination. Senate
Majority Leader Reid (D-NV) believes this amendment is an attempt the help big business dodge regulations that may cut into
their profits. Sen. Snowe introduced this amendment to a previous job creation bill which forced Sen. Reid to pull the entire
bill from the floor in fear it would pass. The underlying legislation would reauthorize the Economic Development
Administration, which helps create and maintain jobs across the nation. [Roll Call 87, S 782, 06/09/2011; Open Congress,
6/8/11]
Rubio Voted For Repealing Burdensome Reporting Requirement for Small Businesses. On April 5, 2011, Rubio voted
for legislation that would repeal a burdensome reporting requirement for small businesses. Specifically, it would end a
provision of the Affordable Care Act that required businesses to file a 1099 form with the IRS for every vendor they have at
least $600 in transactions, causing unnecessary paperwork for businesses. The US Chamber Of Commerce had argued that the
reporting mandate would “dramatically increase accounting costs and expose businesses to costly and unjustified audits by the
IRS.” This amendment would offset the costs by changing the schedule of a recapture tax imposed on low-income families
who received advanced payments of a health insurance tax credit in excess of the amount for which they are eligible. [Roll Call
49, H 4, 04/05/2011; US Chamber of Commerce]

Stimulus
ACCEPTING STIMULUS FUNDS
Rubio Said He Would Have Accepted Stimulus Funds If He Was Governor. “Republican U.S. Senate candidate Marco
Rubio says that if he had been governor, he would have accepted some of the federal stimulus dollars he so often
criticizes.Gov. Charlie Crist says that makes Rubio a flip-flopper and a hypocrite. The flip-flop charge, at least, is suspect.
Rubio has indeed been a staunch critic of President Barack Obama’s $787 billion stimulus package, which he contends has
done little to create jobs and much to expand the federal government’s debt load. But the Miami Republican has never
criticized Crist for accepting stimulus money - only for campaigning for it. ‘It’s one thing to say you’ll accept the funds from
the federal government. It’s another to actively advocate those policies, which I think are disastrous for America,’ Rubio told
the Weekly Standard in May. Crist appeared with President Barack Obama in Fort Myers in February to campaign for the
stimulus money, but last month he drew heat for saying he didn’t endorse the bill. Rubio has been vague when asked whether
he would have accepted stimulus money, as every Republican governor did. But this week, in an interview with WFLA-Ch. 8,
the former House speaker acknowledged, ‘Ultimately, I would have accepted those portions of the money that would not have
put Florida in a worse position off in the future than it is right now.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 12/11/09]

AS A SENATOR
Rubio Blamed Stimulus And Affordable Care Act Law For August 2011 Unemployment Numbers. “Florida
Republican U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio weighed in on Friday on the news that the national unemployment rate remained at 9.1
percent in August -- the same as it was in July. ‘Today’s sobering jobs report, showing that no new jobs were created in
August, is another reminder of the seriousness of our economic crisis,’ said Rubio. ‘It should come as no surprise as to why we
are here. Two and half years ago, an $800 billion ‘stimulus’ bill passed with the promise of keeping unemployment below 8
percent, but new projections predict unemployment will stay above 8 percent until 2013. Almost two years ago, Democrats
rammed through a $2.6 trillion health-care spending law containing over $1 trillion in new tax hikes and penalties. This year

alone, over 50,000 pages of onerous regulations have been added to the books from agencies like the Environmental
Protection Agency and the National Labor Relations Board. ‘If we’re going to create jobs, we must empower job creators
through policies like pro-growth tax and regulatory reform, spending restraint, and by immediately ratifying the pending freetrade agreements,’ added Rubio.” [Sunshine News Blog, 9/2/11]
Weekly Standard Blog: Rubio Believed That The Stimulus Meant “That The Character Of The Country Was At
Stake.” “As Rubio tells it, one economic approach is ‘not more moral than the other.’ But at its core, Rubio’s vision is both
pragmatic and moral (though not in a chastising, finger-waving, Obama-esque way). Yes, he thinks government stimulus just
doesn’t work. But he also believes something much deeper and more important, the character of our country, is at stake. To
go down the road of ever higher taxes to pay for the ever growing welfare state will necessarily mean the erosion of economic
liberty and the decline of American military strength. And that’s a price he wouldn’t be willing to pay, even if we could
mathematically.” [Weekly Standard Blog, 8/3/11]
Rubio: Obama Put Off Debt Limit Discussion For Political Purposes. “‘This is not a surprise,’ Rubio told CBS’ Bob
Schieffer, of the debt limit deadline. ‘This didn’t sneak up on us in the last couple of weeks here; we have known about this
since the day I got to Washington. ‘I think they deliberately let this thing go on because they were hoping to get to a lastminute situation so they could force us into a take-it-or-leave-it proposition, like they tried to do with the government
shutdown earlier in the year, like they did with the stimulus package back in February when [President Obama] first took over,’
Rubio added.” [CBS News, 7/17/11]

Attempted To End All Unobligated Funds In The Stimulus
Rubio Offered Amendments To End The Stimulus And The EPA’s Funding Of Numeric Nutrient Standards. In
order to reduce the deficit, “Senator Rubio is offering amendments that would: Prohibit appropriations through S.493 or any
other provision of law to fund the EPAs numeric nutrient standards. Rescind unobligated stimulus funds. In 2010, as part of
his 12 simple ways to cut spending in Washington, Senator Rubio said that he would propose ending the stimulus program so
as to cut spending in Washington. Furthermore, Senator Rubio announced that he will offer his amendment to defund the
EPAs enforcement of job-destroying numeric nutrients regulations to every major bill until the issue is resolved. Florida is
suffering from double-digit unemployment, but all Washington offers are more regulations that will cost our state billions,
destroy jobs, and hurt families, businesses and farmers. It is critical that the Senate act to defund the EPAs enforcement of
standards that will only hurt Florida and our country.” [States News Service, 3/15/11]


Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S. 493 That Would Rescind All Unobligated Balances Remaining Under
The American Recovery And Reinvestment Act. This amendment would rescinded all unobligated balances that were
left in the recovery act. It would also stop funding for advertising such as physical signage. “SA 174. Mr. RUBIO
submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 493, to reauthorize and improve the SBIR and
STTR programs, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: At the end of title V, insert the
following: SEC. __X. RESCINDING ARRA FUNDING. (a) In General.--There are rescinded all unobligated balances
remaining available as of the date of enactment of this section, of the discretionary appropriations provided by division A
of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-5). (b) Oversight.--Subsection (a) shall not
apply to funds appropriated or otherwise made available to Offices of Inspector General and the Recovery Act
Accountability and Transparency Board by division A of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Public
Law 111-5). (c) Signage.--Effective on the date of enactment of this section and thereafter, no Federal agency
administering funds provided by division A of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-5)
may provide funding or reimbursement to any entity awarded funds from such Act for the cost associated with physical
signage or other advertisement indicating that a project is funded by such Act.” [CR S1684, 3/15/11]

AS A CANDIDATE
Rubio Said That The Only “Thing” The Stimulus Stimulated Was The National Debt. During a debate Rubio said to
Crist, ‘You said the stimulus would stimulate the economy and create jobs,’ Mr. Rubio, a former speaker of the state house,
said in an Oct. 6 debate. ‘Unemployment in Florida is at 11.7 percent. Three million Americans have lost their job. ... The
stimulus has been a massive failure. The only thing it has stimulated is the national debt.’” [Education Week, 10/27/10]

In A Debate Rubio Said That They Stimulus Didn’t Work. “Rubio said the federal economic stimulus, supported by Crist
and Meek, didn’t work. ‘It has failed to do everything it was supposed to do. On the other hand, it has stimulated the national
debt, to the tune of $800 billion and climbing.’ Crist said it was worthwhile because it protected the jobs of Florida educators,
and provided money that put food on 60,000 Floridians’ tables. Rubio’s opposition is ‘unconscionable to me. That’s not
passionate. That’s dispassionate.’” [Sun-Sentinel, 10/20/10]
Rubio Opposed Federal Stimulus For School Funding. “Gov. Charlie Crist welcomed yesterday’s news of $26 billion in
new federal aid for schools and states (story here on Florida’s $1.3 billion cut). Today, Republican U.S. Senate candidate Marco
Rubio tells the Buzz he would have voted against the package. ‘We all support teachers and education,” Rubio said. “But our
government can not continue borrowing and spending money as if there are no consequences. More government bailouts are
not the way to create lasting jobs. And raising taxes only adds to the climate of uncertainty that remains an obstacle to job
creation.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 8/11/10]
Rubio Blasted The Federal Stimulus Despite Saying Earlier That He Would Accept Unspecified Portions So That
Florida Would Not Be In Worse Financial Shape. ‘Rubio also condemned the $787 billion stimulus -- despite having also
earlier said that he would have accepted unspecified portions of the money so Florida would not be in worse financial straits.
‘We must end the wasteful stimulus program that has failed to create jobs,’ Rubio said Monday. ‘Stimulus money that has not
been spent should be used for something that will actually help the economy and create jobs, or to pay down the debt.’”
[Orlando Sentinel, 7/27/10]
Rubio Ducked Questions About The Stimulus And Being A Lobbyist. “Rubio ducked questions about whether he
would support the use of federal money to bring high-speed rail to Florida, but slammed Crist for endorsing the federal
stimulus money last year, saying he was ‘not informed.’ ‘When Charlie Crist lined up behind the stimulus package, he cut the
legs out from every other Republican who was trying to find an alternative,’ Rubio said. Rubio, facing questions for the first
time as a front-runner, also avoided offering details about his role as a registered lobbyist, representing clients before MiamiDade County while he was a legislator.” [The Miami Herald, 1/28/10]
Rubio Attacked Crist for Taking Stimulus Money, But Admits He Would Have Done Same: “In Florida stimulus is an
issue in the race. Rubio attacked Crist on Wednesday for supporting the stimulus when it was being debated in Congress,
saying that he’d ‘cut the legs out from under’ the GOP by doing so. But Rubio has said that he also would have accepted
whatever stimulus funds would have helped Florida.” [Politico 1/28/10]
Bank That Gave Rubio A $135,000 Home Equity Loan Was A Bailout Recipient. “Palm Beach Post: The bank that gave
Republican Marco Rubio a questionable $135,000 home equity loan received more bailout money than any bank in Florida,
according to ProPublica, a nonprofit group of investigative journalists. Rubio didn’t have anything to do with the bank bailout
money, which was first approved by President Bush s administration. But Rubio is opposing a proposed bank tax from
President Obama that the White House says could recover some of the projected losses from the bailout. (More about the tax
here.) The bank where Rubio received the loan, Doral-based U.S. Century, received a chunk for the bailout, but it does not
appear it would have to pay the tax under Obama s plan. The tax would be applied to banks with at least $50 billion in
consolidated assets. U.S. Century claims 1.8 billion in total assets.” [Palm Beach Post via St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog,
1/15/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Blasted The Stimulus Yet Admitted He Would Have Accepted The Funds. “Like Gov. Crist, however,
Mr. Rubio wants it both ways. He blasts Congress for “spending money we don’t have,” but admits that he, too, would have
accepted the money if he had been in the Legislature. How does Mr. Rubio explain this inconvenient hypocrisy? Here’s what
his spokesman, Alex Burgos, e-mailed me: ‘Your emphasis on what came after the fact misses the main point of this debate,
which is that Charlie Crist thought this was good policy and actively campaigned to make it reality. Once the bill becomes law
and the money is being disbursed, it’s not as if rejecting the money suddenly means it goes unspent. Instead, it would be spent
by other states anyways (sic).”That’s why Marco would have done the same as (other Republican governors) by accepting
some stimulus money while rejecting portions he felt would make the state worse off in the future...” Earlier, Mr. Burgos
emphasized that GOP governors accepted stimulus money ‘reluctantly.’ Limp on whatever disclaimer you want; they took it,
because they needed it. When I asked how Mr. Rubio would have made up the $5 billion in stimulus money that went into this
year’s Florida budget, Mr. Burgos replied, “Because he was no longer in the Legislature this year, Rubio was not as intimately
familiar with the budget as an active legislator would be. ‘However, in each of Rubio’s nine legislative sessions, the House
produced a balanced budget without raising taxes. In good times and tough times, legislators tightened their belts and cut
spending without raising taxes, as Charlie Crist did earlier this year.’ Actually, Florida requires a balanced budget. So Mr. Rubio
gets no points for that. As for cutting spending, the first budget from his two years as speaker was $600million higher. The

second, after the housing bubble burst, was $5.7 billion lower, but Mr. Rubio basically apologized: ‘People will be hurt.’ And
during his time in Tallahassee, the Legislature made property owners pay more in school taxes. Politicians love the concept of
less spending. When the money’s there, however, most of them want it. Marco Rubio is no exception.” [Randy Schultz Palm
Beach Post, 1/10/10]

Twelve Ideas For Improving The Nation And Tampa Area
Jamelle Bouie Op-Ed: Rubio’s “12 Simple Ways To Grow Our Economic” Showed That He And Other Republicans
Were Unserious About The Nation’s Debt. “After reading through the plan, I decided to see if his debt-cutting
prescriptions would meet the goal set in a recent report by the Peterson-Pew commission. In the report, the commission
pushes policy-makers to stabilize the federal debt at 60 percent of GDP by 2018 in order to avoid a genuine fiscal crisis
(currently, debt is predicted to grow to 85 percent of GDP by 2018). To do this, I used the Committee for a Responsible
Federal Budget’s budget simulator and plugged in Rubio’s recommendations. Rubio’s plan didn’t address every aspect of the
calculator, so I turned to the issues page on his website for inspiration on issues like defense and Social Security.
Unsurprisingly, Rubio’s plan doesn’t come close to meeting those targets. Insofar that Rubio’s plan saves any money, it’s by
canceling TARP and making drastic cuts in social services. Even then, those cuts would only save $640 billion. By contrast,
Rubio’s plan to extend the Bush tax cuts and repeal the Affordable Care Act would increase the debt by $3.4 trillion. At best,
Rubio’s plan would bring U.S. debt to 79 percent of GDP by 2018. Of course, if Rubio wins his election this fall, he’ll be the
junior senator from Florida, not dictator of the United States. And barring a drastic change in our institutions and leadership,
Rubio’s ‘12 Simple Ways To Grow Our Economy’ will never come to fruition. Still, this should be counted as further evidence
that Republicans are completely unserious about the deficit. Like his GOP fellow travelers, Rubio’s rhetorical attachment to
debt reduction is betrayed by his total commitment to policies aimed squarely at enriching the privileged.” [Jamelle Bouie,
Tapped, 7/15/10]
In July Of 2010 Rubio Unveiled 23 Ideas To “Improve The Nation’s Economic And To Address The Impact Of The
Gulf Of Mexico Oil Spill.” “Marco Rubio, who as House speaker published a book of 100 ideas that became a road map for
the state Legislature, unveiled a new set of ideas on Tuesday that he said he wants to take to the U.S. Senate. Rubio unveiled
23 ideas to improve the nation’s economy and to address the impact of the Gulf of Mexico oil spill in front of three dozen
supporters at a seafood restaurant in Tampa. Many of the ideas mimic the tax and economic policies of most Republicans from making the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts passed under President George W. Bush permanent, to ending the inheritance tax,
plus opposing any new energy tax or the creation of a value added tax. Other ideas, like creating a sales tax holiday for areas
affected by the oil spill and offering affected property owners property tax relief, appear to be state issues, not federal ones.
Rubio promised to unveil more ideas during the campaign. “Some of these ideas will be so straightforward it’s amazing that
Washington has refused to do them,” Rubio said. “And some will be controversial because politicians believe they aren’t
convenient to winning an election.’ Rubio’s plan Some of Marco Rubio’s 23 ideas to grow the economy and help the recovery
from the oil spill: - Permanently extend the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts. - Repeal and replace the federal health care plan. - Reform
the alternative minimum tax. - Make (oil spill) claims checks tax exempt. - Stop foreclosures for those affected (by the oil spill).
- Relax fishing bag limits and seasons.” [St. Petersburg Times, 7/14/10]
In July Of 2010 Rubio Unveiled 12 Ideas For National Economic Growth. “The Republican listed a dozen ideas for
national economic growth, mostly points he has advocated throughout the campaign, and 11 for economic recovery in the
Tampa Bay area. Among them: *Extending the Bush-era income tax cuts. *Cutting corporate taxes. *Eliminating inheritance,
capital gains and dividends taxes. *Opposing a cap-and-trade plan to limit carbon pollution. *Sales and property tax cuts for
those affected by the oil spill. Without such steps, Rubio said, the United States stands to lose its status as ‘the most
prosperous nation on Earth” because of the free enterprise system and is “on the doorstep of a Greece-style economic
meltdown.’” [Tampa Tribune, 7/14/10]

NATIONAL GROWTH PLAN
IDEA #1: Permanently Extend The 2001 And 2003 Tax Cuts: Allowing the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts to sunset would be the
largest tax increase in American history, and would fundamentally harm small businesses, which are the job creators in our
economy. If we do not make these tax cuts permanent, the child tax credit will fall, the marriage penalty will be re-imposed,
working families and small businesses will see their income tax rates jump, capital gains and dividends will increase, and the
death tax will return to a prohibitive 55 percent.

• IDEA #2: Cut Taxes On American Businesses. More than any other tax, the corporate tax hurts economic growth and
reduces living standards. Unfortunately, the United States has the second highest corporate tax rate of any advanced industrial
economy. By cutting this tax, we can spur job creation in America and build a more competitive economic environment to
attract businesses from across the world.
• IDEA #3: Permanently End The Death Tax. The death tax, which is set to rise from zero to 55% in 2011, will discourage
saving and investment while undermining job creation and income growth, when we need them most.
• IDEA #4: Ending Double Taxation. Washington shouldn’t be able to tax the same income two or three times. That means
no more job-destroying double taxation of capital gains, dividends or death.
• IDEA #5: Reform the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT). If nothing is done to fix the AMT, taxes will spike dramatically for
over 28 million families. Relying on yearly congressional action to keep the AMT current with inflation is risky and sends a
message of uncertainty to millions of American families. The AMT is an onerous tax that we should repeal when possible but
at the very least, we should immediately index it to inflation.
• IDEA #6: Fundamentally Reform The U.S. Tax Code. The current tax code hinders economic growth. Too many years of
special interest lobbying and class warfare politics have cemented it as anti-family, anti-jobs and anti-competitive. The U.S.
should have a tax system that is simpler, fairer and promotes economic growth. We should start moving toward being able to
pay our taxes with a single rate on paper the size of a postcard.
• IDEA #7: Stop The Value-Added Tax. Democrats know they cannot fund their spending ambitions without a giant new tax.
Some have sought to impose a valued-added tax in addition to the income and payroll taxes already in place. This would
subject American taxpayers to European levels of taxation, depriving workers of a substantial portion of their take-home pay
and further burdening the economy. For the U.S. to retain its vibrant and dynamic economy, we must block efforts to
dramatically increase the government’s share of the economic pie.
• IDEA #8: Repeal And Replace ObamaCare. We must repeal ObamaCare and replace it with common-sense reforms that
will actually lower health care expenses for American families and businesses like allowing people to buy health insurance
across state lines, encouraging the use of electronic medical records and requiring transparency in health care costs.
• IDEA #9: Prevent A National Energy Tax. The cap-and trade plan proposed by Democrats in Washington will substantially
raise energy costs and result in countless lost jobs.
• IDEA #10: Oppose Efforts To Strip Away Workers’ Right To A Secret Ballot. By eliminating secret-ballot union elections,
the deceptively named Employee Free Choice Act (EFCA), or “card check,” would fundamentally violate the freedom of
workers and result in lost jobs.
• IDEA #11: Halt Regulations That Are Hurting Job Creation. Too often, government regulation does not provide effective
oversight and only hurts job creation in America. We should streamline regulations to help foster economic growth while
providing proper oversight. We need to rein in out-of-control federal agencies, stop any effort by the Environmental
Protection Agency to back door a cap-and-trade system and remove regulatory barriers to the flow of credit from community
bankers to small businesses.
• IDEA #12: Promote Economic Growth And Job Creation Through Trade. We must continue reducing barriers to free and
fair trade. We should adopt the free trade agreements that have already been negotiated with Colombia, Panama, South Korea
and other nations around the world. We should also insist that other countries reduce their own barriers to trade so that
American goods can find new markets. [It Makes Sense Blog, 7/13/10]

GROWTH PLAN FOR THE TAMPA AREA
• IDEA #1: Make The Claims Process Simpler, Transparent And Efficient (Idea From July 1st Town Hall). The filing and
payment of claims will not end when the leaking well is finally capped. Throughout the foreseeable future, businesses and
individuals will be seeking to recoup losses and the process, as currently conducted, is broken. As a U.S. Senator, Marco will
ensure that the claims process is simpler, transparent and efficient, and that when Gulf constituents leave the claims office,
they will do so with clear expectations of when and what funding amounts they will receive from claims.
• IDEA #2: Pass A Gulf Opportunity Zone. Similar to the GO Zone Act that followed Hurricane Katrina in 2005, this zone
would provide targeted tax relief and authorize the establishment of bonds focused on recovery. Rep. Jeff Miller (R-FL)
proposed this plan to President Obama last month and introduced legislation on July 1.
• IDEA #3: Start An Economic Development Fund. The lack of tourists driving, flying and spending money will cause
seemingly unrelated businesses to fail due to the region’s complex economy. As noted in the Pensacola News-Journal, it will
be nearly impossible to “make it right” to all those who have been adversely impacted by the oil spill. This is why we need to
call for the establishment of a Gulf region Economic Development Fund. BP should commit a significant amount of funds
that, immediately and over time, will go toward rehabilitating and investing in the region as a whole. Delivered directly to
county Economic Development Councils, these dollars would be used to recruit new employers, give residents an opportunity

to start their own small business, develop incubation programs and prompt existing businesses to expand.
• IDEA #4: Sales Tax Partial Holiday. We should allow businesses in affected areas to keep a portion of the sales tax they
generate. BP would be responsible for all lost tax revenues.
• IDEA #5: Property Tax Relief. For homes and businesses that see their property values diminished, assessed values should
go down as well. All lost property tax revenue should be reimbursed by BP.
• IDEA #6: Make Claims Checks Tax Exempt. The Gulf Oil Spill Relief Fund is designed to help those whose economic wellbeing and revenue has been impacted. Similar to legislation after September 11, the federal government should act immediately
so that Floridians and the people of the Gulf Coast receive a full gross relief check. BP should cover any tax losses.
• IDEA #7: Small Business Administration (SBA) Reform (Idea From July 1st Town Hall). Through its disaster loan program,
the SBA is accustomed to dealing in the shorter-term to assist in business recovery, but this oil spill response will be longer
and much more involved than usual disasters. The SBA needs to recognize this and adapt its processes and policies. An
example of a flaw in the process is the SBA offering one-year deferments on all approved loans to affected businesses. It is
likely that the spill’s clean-up and response will be ongoing when loan payments start coming due. A common-sense
alternative is for the deferment to begin, if requested by the lendee, when the spill is certified to have been cleaned-up.
• IDEA #8: Support Bipartisan Relief Efforts (Idea From July 1st Town Hall). The Senate package of tax breaks would go
towards those hit hard by the oil spill. Ranging from tax deferrals to the extension of the net operating loss (NOL) carryback
period, these breaks would go a long way to helping the region rebound.
• IDEA #9: Stop Foreclosures For Those Affected. People adversely affected by the oil spill should not have to worry about
losing their homes. Congressmen Miller and Adam Putnam (R-FL) have put forth a bill that would allow for the Department
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to provide forbearance for those sustaining economic losses due to the oil spill
and to evaluate what resources and programs available within the agency could provide further assistance.
• IDEA #10: Relax Onerous Fishing Bag Limits And Seasons. Recreational, for-hire charter and commercial fishing is an
important driver to the Gulf economy. Beyond a robust commercial fishing industry, many businesses, hotels, and restaurants
depend on the visitor traffic created by those seeking adventure off the Florida coast through deep-sea or back-bay
sportfishing. Yet reckless, inflexible regulations imposed upon anglers by fishery oversight bodies have often served as a death
nail to communities reliant upon sportfishing and related tourism. Last year, we witnessed the dramatic impact of an abrupt
closure of the Amberjack fishing season right in midst of the economically important Destin Fishing Rodeo. We need to stop
placing knee-jerk policies ahead of fishermen’s livelihoods merely because well-funded outside groups push for such policies
to further their self-interested agendas. When it is safe to do so for the next two years, we need to focus on opening our waters
with relaxed quotas for all fishing.
• IDEA #11: Tourist Development Council (TDC) Reserves (Idea From July 1st Town Hall). We should access TDC reserves
to provide local businesses with tax relief or credits. BP would reimburse the TDCs for used reserves. In addition, any money
given by BP for TDC advertising should have spending deadlines that are flexible and long-term. [It Makes Sense Blog,
7/13/10]

Other
Rubio Said That The Economic Recovery Was Moving Too Slowly. According to the Tama Tribune, “At a time when
he’s the focus of national political attention, U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida told a crowd of ardent Pinellas County
supporters Saturday night that the economy is getting better. But, he said, it’s not happening fast enough. ‘I’m glad
unemployment’s going down,” he said. ‘I’m glad the stock market’s getting better. ‘But he said he measures economic
improvement by asking, ‘How hard is it to find a job and how hard is it to start a business? It’s still too hard.’” [Tampa
Tribune, 3/31/12]
On The Senate Floor, Rubio Talked About Legislative Challenges The Senate Faced. Rubio discussed several different
issues in this speech. Using sweeping logic, he mainly focuses on America’s past embrace of prosperity and responsibility. He
also mentions fairness. Rubio: “As Americans, we have always embraced the concept of prosperity, the ability to accomplish
your economic dreams and hopes. Sometimes that means people make billions of dollars, and sometimes that means you make
enough money to provide for your family and give them the opportunity to do even better than yourself, but we embrace the
concept of prosperity. Last but not least, we Americans have always embraced the concept of responsibility, the responsibility
that all of us have as individuals, as neighbors, as members of a community, as family members. Deep in this concept of
responsibility is the notion that while we want fairness and equality of opportunity and while we want prosperity, we are also a
compassionate people who do not want to see others left behind. In essence, we do not want the price of our prosperity to be
leaving people behind. To that end, Americans, as I outlined in a speech earlier last year, have always struggled and have
fought for the notion of balancing those two important goals--being a nation of prosperity and also a nation of responsibility.

These are the central things, these are at the core of our values as a people that defined our greatness in the last century, and
therefore they must remain at the core of who we are as a nation if we want the 21st century to be an American century as
well. Let’s examine some of the challenges to those three principles that are so important to our future. On the issue of
fairness, on the issue of equality of opportunity, what are the things standing in the way of equality of opportunity in America?
In essence, what are the things keeping some people from climbing the ladder, from doing better than their parents did, from
being able to pursue and fulfill their dreams as they should in a nation so deeply committed to equality of opportunity?”
[Marco Rubio CR Article 94, 1/24/12]
Rubio Unveiled A “New Markets Tax Credit” To Spur Investment Along The Space Coast And In Distressed Areas.
“Rubio rolled out a list of legislative priorities last week that includes a yet to be defined ‘New Markets Tax Credit,’ to lure
investment in distressed areas and to spur investment along the Space Coast, where NASA’s plans to mothball the space
shuttle threatens thousands of jobs. Rubio’s priorities also included expanding enterprise zones and tax credits for scientific
research facilities, goals he lumps under ‘economic gardening’ initiatives.” [Florida Today, 3/2/08]
Rubio Voted for Changes to Minority Business Programs. On May 5, 2000, Rubio voted for the bill that revises
provisions relating to the state procurement process. The bill provides penalties for discrimination, as well as false
representation, with regard to minority business enterprise programs. It provides for the revocation of certification as a
minority business enterprise program obtained by false representation and for the disqualification of a business from doing
business with the state. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, the bill “strengthens penalties for discrimination against
minority contractors and for false representation of contractors as minority firms. It renames the Minority Business Advocacy
and Assistance Office the Office of Supplier Diversity and moves it from the Department of Labor and Employment Security
to the Department of Management Services, which handles most of the state’s procurement decisions. And it allows a
minority company to get state certification automatically if it is already certified by a local government.” [Tallahassee
Democrat, 4/13/00; HB 2127 - State Procurement/Minority Business; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
3/27/00]
Rubio Voted to Require Game License Offices to Also Offer Voter Registration Forms. On April 29, 2006, Rubio
voted for a bill that would, “require commercial establishments that sell hunting and fishing licenses or trapping permits to
also offer have voter registration applications sent to Florida residents seeking a license. The establishment wouldn’t hand out
the voter registration form, or help the person register, but rather send the person’s name and address to elections officials
who would get them registered,” according to the Associated Press. [HB 125 – Voter Registration; Associated Press State and
Local Wire, 4/19/06]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Blocking Removal of a Dam and Establishing an “Anything-Goes” State Recreation Area.
On May 1, 2000, Rubio voted in favor of blocking removal of a dam and establishing a state recreation area on the Rodman
reservoir. According to the Palm Beach Post, “The House voted 70-45 Monday to create a state recreation area at the Rodman
Reservoir near Ocala, along with a last-minute bill amendment banning any limits on ‘recreational opportunities’ there.
Supporters said they meant hunting - not allowed in any other state park or recreation area - and fishing. But environmental
lobbyists said the freedom from regulation would cover almost any activity. ‘They just made this the biggest nude beach in
Florida,’ said Charles Lee of the Audubon Society, echoing an argument that environmentalists hope will resonate in the
family-values Senate. David White, of Florida Defenders of the Environment, said the bill also would allow water scooters,
mud-bogging and midnight shooting: ‘It’s the anything-goes state park.’ According to the St. Petersburg Times, “The Rodman
dam is the last vestige of the defunct Cross Florida Barge Canal. Environmentalists have been trying to get the dam torn down
for years so the Ocklawaha River can again run free. But powerful North Florida lawmakers say the huge Rodman reservoir created by the controversial dam - is a mecca for bass fishermen. This year, lawmakers are trying to pass a bill to turn the
Rodman Reservoir into an official state recreation area. The move would make it politically difficult for the state to ever tear
down the dam and restore the Ocklawaha.” [Palm Beach Post, 5/2/00; HB 1599 - Relating to Rodman Reservoir Recreation
Area; St. Petersburg Times, 4/29/00]

EDUCATION
K-12 Education
FEDERAL
After His Election To The U.S. Senate, Rubio Believed He Could Cooperate With Obama On Education. “Rubio
and Obama can agree on education reform Marco Rubio ran a campaign largely opposing President Barack Obama but there’s
one area where they may find common ground: education reform. Rubio spoke this week with U.S. Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan and got an overview of the administration’s education initiatives and how they relate to Florida. ‘They discussed
their mutual support for meaningful education reform, an issue area were Senator-elect Rubio believes the administration is
going many positive things that he can cooperate on,’ spokesman Alex Burgos said. Jeb Bush has also been complimentary
toward Obama on education, praising his support of merit pay for teachers and other reforms.” [St. Petersburg Times The
Buzz Blog, 12/24/10]

FLORIDA
Op-Ed: Rubio Waffled On Education Reform In 2010. “On education reform in the Sunshine State, however, Rubio was
rather less convicted - even if he clandestinely enjoys Crist’s time roasting on the spit. Yes, but no Crist, a onetime supporter
of the legislation, has turned lukewarm in the face of unified resistance from Big Education - this despite having had his staff
and Education Commissioner Eric Smith in on every important lurch of the bill as it moved through each house in the state
capital. Will Crist now melt in the face of heated - if obfuscating - opposition? The eyes of the nation are on Florida. What
would Marco do? ‘I’ve always been in favor of higher pay for our best teachers,’ he says, acknowledging the legislation in
question is designed to accomplish that. But he also says ‘but.’ ‘My understanding is there is a handful of problems with the
bill the teachers don’t like,” Rubio says. ‘I’d say go ahead and sign the bill. It’s early enough in the session to go back in and fix
those things that teachers say are unfair.’ Such as? ‘Advanced degrees should get more credit’ in salary considerations. And
teacher evaluations should be tied ‘to something besides student performance’ on standardized tests alone. Is this waffling? Is
it straddling? You betcha. During their legislative heydays, the Rubio-Jeb Bush power axis passed plenty of tough bills
unpopular with the Big Education lobby, and at no time did they consent to a same-session mulligan. Is it underinformed?
Ditto. State Rep. John Legg, chairman of the House K-12 Policy Committee, says the very provisions Rubio seeks already are
in the bill, in plain language. ‘This is all about one thing,’ Legg says, ‘and that’s the move to one-year contracts for teachers’
hired after July 1.” [Tom Jackson, Tampa Tribune, 4/14/10]
Rubio Voted for School Boards Setting Dress Code. On May 1, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that requires district school
boards to establish a committee to determine criteria and instructions for uniform dress codes. According to the Orlando
Sentinel, “the ‘baggy pants’ bill has been blasted by the NAACP as a discriminatory concept that targeted largely minority
students. The House watered down the plan Thursday night to say that school boards should set dress codes.” [SB 302 –
Public School Dress Requirements; Orlando Sentinel, 5/2/08]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Physical Education Requirements in Public Schools. On May 2, 2008, Rubio voted in favor of
extending the 30 minutes a day physical education requirement for students K-5 to students in 6th grade who are enrolled in a
school that also contains one or more elementary grades. The bill also requires district school boards to provide the equivalent
of one class period per day of physical education for one semester of each year for students enrolled in grades 6 through 8.
According to the Sun Sentinel, “Legislators took a swipe at the growing obesity problem, approving a bill to require 30
minutes a day of physical education in elementary schools and 45 minutes per day for at least half the year in middle school.”
[Sun Sentinel, 5/3/08; SB 610 – Physical Education/Grades 6-8 [SPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/2/08]
Rubio Voted to Expand Virtual School Programs. On May 2, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that amends provisions
governing the K-8 Virtual Schools Program. Under the bill, the program’s statewide enrollment capacity will be substantially
expanded from 1,881 students currently to approximately more than 4,500 students by the 2009-2010 school year.
Additionally, school districts will be afforded the authority to operate or contract for their own K-8 Virtual School Programs,
rather than current law’s provisions which only authorize state-contracted K-8 virtual schools. According to the St. Petersburg
Times, the bill “would expand the state’s Virtual Schools program for K-8, and require school districts to offer the virtual

program to its students.” [St. Petersburg Times, 6/2/08; HB 7067 – Virtual Instruction Programs; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/4/08]
Rubio Voted To Update Language Used In Students With Disabilities Code. On May 1, 2008, Rubio voted for a bill
that replaces several terms used throughout the Florida K-20 Education Code which have been superseded in common usage
within the field of special education. The bill deletes a provision authorizing district school boards to adopt rules concerning
the admission of eligible children 3 years of age or older to special education programs and related services. The bill also
authorizes the State Board of Education to adopt rules concerning special education and other services for children with
disabilities younger than 3 years of age. For example, the council substitute replaces the terms “students with handicapping
conditions” and “mental retardation” with the new terms “students with disabilities” and “intellectual disability,” respectively.
[CS/HB 1313 – Students with Disabilities; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/25/08]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Evaluating Tutoring Services. On April 30, 2008, Rubio voted in favor tasking the Department
of Education (DOE) with annually designating a performance grade of “A,” “B,” “C,” “D,” or “F,” for each state-approved
Supplemental Educational Services (SES) provider, based on a combination of student learning gains and student proficiency
levels for students in kindergarten through grade 3. This is essentially similar to what No Child Left Behind mandated for the
regular system. Supplemental services consist of tutoring, remediation and academic intervention to increase student
achievement, particularly in reading and mathematics. [SB 1414 – Supplemental Educational Services; Florida Senate Staff
Analysis, 4/10/08]
Rubio Passed A Bill That Would Have Required Teachers To Point Out The Flaws In Evolution. “Florida House
lawmakers approved a bill Monday that would require teachers to point out the flaws in evolution. The measure, however, is
unlikely to get past the Senate, which has its own plan to supplement science classes. The House on Monday stripped the
Senate’s plan to protect teachers who challenge evolution. Instead, House lawmakers voted 71-43 to require science instructors
to present a ‘critical analysis’ of the bedrock of modern biology. House Democratic Leader Dan Gelber of Miami Beach
contrasted the bill with the push from House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, for ‘world-class education standards.’
Rubio’s bill would require a rewrite of curriculum standards over the next three years. ‘Why would you start to fiddle around
with the curriculum when you crave a process for actually changing and modifying and evolving it?’ Gelber said.” [Palm Beach
Post, 4/29/08]


Tampa Tribune Editorial: Rubio Continued To Push The Debate About Evolution In Schools. “Florida House
Speaker Marco Rubio cares so much about Florida’s education standards the second of his ‘100 Innovative Ideas for
Florida’s Future’ was creating a ‘world class’ curriculum for our students. Rubio never specifically defined what he meant
in saying world class. But since the speaker began pushing lawmakers to continue the battle over teaching evolution in
public schools, now we know. In Rubio’s world, apparently world-class curriculum standards means undermining and
ignoring the top-flight educators and scientists who spent months crafting and reviewing the guidelines to create a
rigorous and appropriate science curriculum that would bring Florida’s education into the 21st Century. And it means
allowing science teachers to infuse science curriculum with religion - with the state’s endorsement and protection. Rubio
invited his fellow lawmakers to follow him down this path shortly after the Florida Board of Education adopted new
standards last month requiring that evolution be taught in public schools. Until that action, Florida’s science curriculum
standards were among the worst in the nation. Test scores were equally lamentable. The curriculum overhaul was long
overdue. But in an interview in the Florida Baptist Witness, Rubio fed the anti-evolution hysteria by saying parents who
teach their children creationism or intelligent design would be ‘mocked and derided and undone’ in the public schools.
That’s utter nonsense - and unfair to Florida’s science teachers who understand that many students in their classroom
have religious beliefs that transcend the day’s science lesson. Rubio further inflamed the situation by suggesting that this
standard makes schools, not parents, responsible for a child’s upbringing.” [Tampa Tribune Editorial, 3/4/07]

Rubio Voted for the Ready to Work Credential as a Requirement for Graduation. On April 18, 2008, Rubio voted for
the substitute bill to require students entering the 9th grade to earn a Florida Ready to Work Credential as a requirement for
graduation. The substitute bill adds a new student eligibility requirement to the Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (Gold
Seal) award. The substitute bill provides for bronze, silver, and gold levels of the credential and establishes the minimum score
needed to attain each credential level. [CS/HB 985 – Workplace Skills of Students; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 3/25/08]
Rubio Voted for High School Class Requirements. On April 18, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that requires each standard
high school diploma to include, as applicable, a designation of the student’s major area of interest, accelerated college credit

courses, career education certification, and Ready to Work Certification. The bill requires each public high school to provide
students access to at least four Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, Advanced International Certificate of
Education, or dual enrollment courses and at least four courses in career and technical dual enrollment. The bill requires high
schools to evaluate college and career readiness of certain students prior to the 12th grade using the common placement test.
[CS/HB 7069 – College and Career Preparation; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/10/08]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Voluntary Gender Segregation in Schools. On April 2, 2008, Rubio voted in favor of
authorizing school boards to establish single-gender classes and extracurricular activities for elementary, middle, or high school
students when the district also provides an equal single-gender class to students of the other gender and a coeducational class
to all students. According to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, “The proposed law would allow school boards to authorize singlesex classes, schools, and extra-curricular activities, so long as an equal counterpart is also offered for a co-educational group
and a single-sex group for the opposite sex. So if a school district wants to offer an all-boys class, the school would also have
to offer a co-ed class and an all-girls class that are ‘substantially equal in quality.’” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 4/3/08;
CS/CS/SB 242 – Schools/Single-gender Classes [SPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/6/08]
Daytona News-Journal Editorial: Rubio’s Education Proposals In His Book 100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s
Future Would “Continue and Upgrade Policies Begun In 1999.” “Ideas for improving education lead the policy chapters
in his (Rubio’s) recently published book, “Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future.” His plan, though, would continue and
upgrade policies begun in 1999 -- a seven-year-old formula that hasn’t impressed the public as real reform. He recommends,
for example, making Florida’s pre-kindergarten program a global model by applying those 1999 test-based policies to it; yet the
problem according to national education experts is that Florida failed to fund pre-school and give it credible learning
standards.” [Editorial Daytona Beach News-Journal, 11/26/06]
Rubio Believed Public Education In Florida Needed A Transformation; Longer School Days Were Non-Universal
Part Of His Approach To “Start The Debate.” “His speech earlier this month calling for a complete ‘transformation’ of
Florida’s public schools has special significance. Rubio will have the power to put ideas into action as he prepares for a twoyear term as the Florida House speaker, one of the most powerful positions in the state, with virtual veto power over
legislation and spending. Defending Gov. Jeb Bush’s proposal to require high school students to declare majors and minors in
preparation for the work force, Rubio said the state’s best schools fail to meet the standards of most schools in other
developed countries. ‘In Florida, we aspire for our third-graders to read,’ Rubio said. ‘In China, they speak three languages.’
Rubio said sixth-graders in America are getting “stars and happy faces’ for their work while students in other countries work
on advanced math and science. ‘Public education will not improve by reformation, it will only improve by transformation,’
Rubio said, ‘when you say our system no longer works.’ Rubio has also questioned the cookie-cutter aspects of education
accepted as givens in Florida. “The idea that we have to have a system that is uniform everywhere, all schools look alike, the
same desk, the same light, all the same over and over,” Rubio said. ‘Maybe 12 years is too short or too long. Maybe it should
be year-round. Maybe it should be longer days. I don’t know. All I’m trying to do is start that debate.’” [Sarasota HeraldTribune, 4/3/06]
Rubio Voted for Making the K-8 Online School Program Permanent. On May 3, 2006, Rubio voted for the bill that
establishes the K-8 Virtual School Program to deliver academic instruction using online and distance learning technology to
full-time students in kindergarten through eighth grade. According to the Tampa Tribune, the bill would “make permanent the
Internet-based program and possibly expand its limit of 1,000 students. […] Teachers for the K-8 Virtual School Program are
state certified, and students must receive five hours of schooling a day and take the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test.
Of the 1,000 virtual K-8 students, more than 14 percent are from the Tampa Bay area. The program is presented through two
online academies, Florida Virtual Academy and Florida Connections Academy. Funded by the state but run through private
contractors, the schools reimburse families for Internet access and loan students desktop computers and printers. Many
students now in virtual school were bullied, bored or fell through the cracks in public schools, said Patty Betoni, head of
Florida Virtual Academy. Other students are actors or athletes and can’t attend regular schools.” [Tampa Tribune, 4/5/06; SB
1282 – K-8 Virtual School Program; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/2/06]
Rubio Voted to Expand Extracurricular Activities Requirements. On April 7, 2005, Rubio voted for the bill that expands
the existing standards and requirements for student participation in interscholastic extracurricular activities to include all
extracurricular activities. The bill clarifies that students shall not be precluded from receiving tutoring, performing community
service, or attending school athletic, social, and academic functions. However, a student who does not meet the statutory
requirements shall not perform at school functions or travel with a school team, band, club, or other organizations to any
event where the group is to compete or perform. According to the Tampa Tribune, “to participate in sports, students now
must have a 2.0 or C average. The bill would extend the requirement to all activities, including band and theater.” The Tampa

Tribune also states that, “the bill also applies to charter and home-schooled students.” [Tampa Tribune, 4/8/05; Tampa
Tribune 4/22/05; HB 149 – Extracurricular Student Activities; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/30/05]
Rubio Did Not Vote on Whether to Require Florida Department of Education to Produce Recommendations on
how to Prepare Middle School Students for High School. On April 30, 2004, Rubio did not vote on a bill that bill creates
the Middle Grades Reform Act. The purpose of the Act is to add focus and rigor to middle school courses so middle school
students will be ready to succeed in high school. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, the bill “gives Florida one year to
rally its resources on how to improve reading and increase overall academic quality in middle schools. The bill calls for the
Department of Education to collaborate with researchers, teachers, principals and parents to produce recommendations for
middle schools by late 2004 and early 2005. In middle school, students who can’t read well or comprehend fully what they’re
reading fall quickly behind. So the latest push for public-school reform in Florida is to re-examine what works best for its
613,000 pupils in sixth, seventh and eighth grades.” [The Tallahassee Democrat, 3/18/04; HB 901 - Public School Educational
Instruction; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/22/04]
Rubio Voted for Allowing More Standardized Tests to Qualify a Student for High School Graduation. On June 19,
2003, Rubio voted for a bill that directs the Commissioner of the Department of education to determine the comparable
validity of other available standardized tests, to qualify a student for graduation, in addition to the grade 10 FCAT. Currently
the FCAT is the only recognized standardized test. According to United Press International, “When it became known that
thousands of mostly black and Hispanic students would not graduate in the first year the requirement went into effect, state
Sen. Frederica Wilson, a Miami Democrat, joined forces with the Rev. Victor Curry, a radio talk show host. They threatened a
minority boycott of the Florida Turnpike, the citrus and sugar industries and other state interests. ‘I applaud anyone with the
goal of improving education for children,’ Wilson said at a rally. ‘But you don’t rush it through and interrupt the lives of
families and children. He (Bush) did not make adequate preparations for this hammer that has fallen on our children.’ The
boycott has had little apparent impact, at least so far, but it was Wilson who got the bill through the Legislature that OK’d the
use of college entrance tests. The bills also allow those who failed Florida’s testing program, dubbed FCAT, to go to a
community college without a degree or a General Educational Development, or GED, exam. ‘We have seen that high
standards and accountability yield impressive results when it comes to student achievement,’ Bush said. ‘By offering an
alternate, but equivalent assessment of a high school graduate’s skills, this legislation addresses critics of accountability without
lowering standards.’ [United Press International, 6/27/03; HB 23B – High School Graduation; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 6/13/03]
Rubio Voted for Alternatives for High School Testing. On May 27, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that provides learning
opportunities for out-of-state and out-of country transfer students and students needing additional instruction to meet high
school graduation requirements. According to the Associated Press, the bill “would have allowed alternatives to the FCAT and
assist students who finish high school without a diploma” [Associated Press, 5/27/03; HB 45A - High School Graduation; ;
Florida House of Representatives]
Rubio Voted to Require Publishers to Provide to Instructional Materials Individually Rather than as Part of a
Bundle. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that requires publishers to provide and price adopted instructional materials
on an individual basis in order for school districts to buy individual materials in core subject areas, rather than as a part of an
adopted package or bundle. [SB 1838 – Instructional Materials/K-12; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/26/03]
Rubio Voted to Implement the Amendment Establishing Voluntary Universal Prekindergarten. On May 2, 2003,
Rubio voted for a bill that implements Amendment No. 8 (Voluntary Universal Pre-Kindergarten Education. The bill creates a
new voluntary universal prekindergarten education program within the Agency for Workforce Innovation and requires the
State Board of Education to conduct a study and submit a report on the curriculum, design, and standards for the new
program. The bill also requires the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability and the Auditor
General to conduct audits and report findings and recommendations concerning the existing school readiness programs. [SB
1334 – Universal Prekindergarten Education; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/3/03]
Rubio Voted in Favor of School Code Overhaul Ending Social Promotion of Students and Giving Universities More
Autonomy. On May 2, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of a school code overhaul ending the social promotion of students and
giving universities more autonomy among other things. According to the Sun Sentinel, “School boards will have more time to
replace aging portable classrooms but will no longer have the final say on creating new charter schools. Students will get more
character education in public schools, but if they can’t read at grade level, they won’t be promoted. State universities, for the
first time, will have the authority to start new degree programs and set their own budgets. […] The legislation finishes an
overhaul of school governance Bush pushed through the Legislature in 2000 that replaced the Board of Regents with

individual trustee boards at each state university and put all levels of education under a single statewide board appointed by the
governor. The overhaul was based on a 1998 constitutional amendment approved by voters that called for the education
commissioner to become a gubernatorial appointment, rather than an elected position, and the state Board of Education, now
composed of the elected state Cabinet, to be a separate entity. […] At 1,776 pages, the rewritten code is the largest bill ever
considered by the legislature, even though it streamlines 19 chapters of law into 14 chapters, shrinking the document from its
current 5,000 pages, which were approved on a piecemeal basis since 1941. Although codifying Bush’s education overhaul was
the impetus for rewriting the education laws, legislators used the opportunity to change many other provisions. The code
revision also gives the Florida Board of Education final say on new charter schools, ends social promotion of elementary
school students and gives school boards more flexibility to spend state funds. House Democrats complained that overall, the
new school code will diminish local control of public schools. […] A dispute over the addition of a “basic religious freedoms”
section -- which some senators contend would have expanded religious expression in public schools -- and language that
weakened a ban on guns on school property killed the code revisions on the Senate floor on the last day of the special session.
The legislation approved by the House and Senate this week removes the language on religious expression and guns.” [SB
0020E - Relating to Education; Sun-Sentinel, 5/3/02]
Rubio Voted to Make Grade Forgiveness More Difficult to Accomplish for High School Students. On April 18, 2000,
Rubio voted for the bill that requires high schools to limit their grade forgiveness policies to replacing a grade of “D” or “F”
with a grade “C” or higher. The grade that replaces the “D” or “F” must be earned subsequently in the same or a comparable
course. Grades in all other courses must then be included in the calculation of the cumulative grade point average required for
graduation. In practice, this change will mean that grade forgiveness will be more difficult to accomplish. It will not occur
automatically when the top 24 grades are selected for averaging. Also, the bill will tend to cause some students to take
additional courses because some bad grades may not be forgivable without repeating a course and because some students will
need additional courses to make a 2.0 GPA if all the course grades are included in the final average. According to the
Tallahassee Democrat, “the measure would let students who earn Ds and Fs in required courses to replace those bad grades if
they earn Cs or better in the same or comparable classes. But students who earn bad grades in elective classes could replace
them with a better grade earned in any other course.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 4/27/00; SB 845 - Schools/Grade Forgiveness
Policy; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 2/1/00]

Athletics
Rubio Voted in Favor of Conditionally Allowing Private School Students to Play for Sports for Public School Teams.
On April 30, 2008, Rubio voted in favor of permitting a student enrolled in a private school to participate in interscholastic
sports at a public school if the student’s school does not provide the sport. Similarly, a student enrolled in a public school
without a sport may participate in the sport at another public school in his or her district. To be eligible to participate at a
public high school, middle school, or a 6-12 school, the student must meet certain conditions, including requirements for
standards of conduct and student academic performance. The amendment provides that the student is only eligible to
participate in a sport at a public school for which the student is zoned according to his or her residence. [CS/CS/SB 526 –
Interscholastic and Intrascholastic Sports [SPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/30/08]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Restrictions on High Schools Recruiting Athletes. On May 4, 2006, Rubio voted in favor of
adopting revisions to rules by the Florida High School Athletic Association intended to curtail the recruitment of high school
athletes. The new rules bar a transfer student from participating in varsity athletics for one year, with exceptions for cases in
which transfers are necessitated by a move by the student and all members of the student’s household. According to the
Tallahassee Democrat, “A bill setting restrictions on high schools recruiting athletes is headed for the governor’s desk, but it
won’t contain a random steroid testing program that would have been administered by the Florida High School Activities
Association. […] It also delays the effective date on rules for residence and transfer of student athletes until July 1, 2007 and
pays for a state auditing agency to review secondary school recruiting violations among FHSSA members. The measure
provides $60,000 for the review.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 5/5/06; HB 7119 - Interscholastic Athletics; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/10/06]

Early Childhood Education

Rubio Voted For A Controversial Bill Allowing Church-Run Programs To Teach Religion On State-Paid Time. On
December 16, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill to establish a statewide voluntary prekindergarten program. The Lakeland Ledger
reported, “For two weeks, advocates pleaded for the state to pay for full six-hour days and require the teachers to have college
degrees. Others ripped the plan for allowing church-run schools to use the Bible and other religious material in state-paid class
time. [...] The $300 million-plus plan will provide three hours of classroom instruction for a 180-day school year and provide a
full-day option for the summers in public schools. […] Most agree the bill is headed for the courts because lawmakers rely
heavily on church-run schools to teach the new students. The state’s constitution bans the use of taxpayers’ money for
religious purposes.” [HB1A – Early Learning; Lakeland Ledger, 12/17/04]
Rubio Voted To Establish A Voluntary Prekindergarten Program. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted to create a Voluntary
Prekindergarten Education Program. According to the Orlando Sentinel, the bill, “called for a 540-hour program -- the
equivalent of three hours per day -- during the school year, as well as a more condensed summer program. The plan included a
provision that allows 4-year-olds who still struggle after the school-year pre-K classes also to enroll in the summer program.”
[HB 821 Early Childhood Education; Orlando Sentinel, 4/29/04]

Class Sizes
Palm Beach Post Editorial Rubio Worried That Eventually Florida’s Class-Size Amendment Could Not Be
Implemented. The Miami Republican is scheduled to become the next speaker of the Florida House. ‘There will come a time
when class size is not implementable,’ he said as this year’s session closed last week. ‘It will lead to chaos, and (voters will) be
begging us to change it.’ What Rep. Rubio did not say is that he and his fellow Republican leaders are the reason the class-size
amendment will not be ‘implementable.’ Voters passed the measure in 2002 and gave the Legislature eight years to build
enough classrooms and hire enough teachers to meet the mandated class-size caps. But for the first three legislative sessions
after voters told them what to do, Gov. Bush and the Legislature’s GOP leaders simply refused to spend the money necessary
to carry out the voters’ wishes. It was part of a general pattern of shortchanging public education. This year’s education
increase creates some good will. And Gov. Bush’s imminent departure removes a class-size opponent whom many voters
didn’t trust. So there’s an opportunity for Rep. Rubio and others to offer a genuine, generous compromise that voters might
accept. It could include increased teacher pay, very small classes in lower grades, and reasonable caps -- with some flexibility -in higher grades. It would help if Republicans quit pushing vouchers, which voters see as an attack on public schools.”
[Editorial Palm Beach Post, 5/11/06]
Rubio Predicted That Vouchers And Weakening The 2002 Class-Size Amendment Will Be Part Of The Republican’s
Education Plan In The 2007 Session. “As Gov. Jeb Bush failed to pass two of his key education goals during his last
legislative session, other Republican leaders were already considering the future of school vouchers and how to reduce the
financial impact of the class-size amendment on the state budget. ‘Next year, it will be a different governor and I think the
energy behind vouchers, no matter who is elected, will be diminished,’ said Sen. Dan Webster, R-Winter Garden, who
sponsored this year’s failed attempt to put a question on the ballot asking voters to amend the state constitution to allow
vouchers. But in the House, incoming Speaker Marco Rubio, R-Miami, predicted that not only will voucher protection plans
resurface, but also that Floridians will be “begging” lawmakers to weaken the class-size standards approved by voters in 2002.
‘There will come a time when class size is not implementable,’ Rubio said Friday, the last day of the 2006 legislative session. ‘It
will lead to chaos and then they’ll be begging us to change it.’ Rubio and Webster agreed, however, in predicting that there will
be more legal challenges to Florida’s voucher programs and to the state’s new free pre-kindergarten program, which uses tax
dollars to send 4-year-olds to private schools, including religious ones, as well as public pre-K classes.” [Palm Beach Post,
5/8/06]
Rubio Said That Florida’s Class-Size Requirement Were Unworkable. “The class size citizen initiative requires no more
than 18 students per class in kindergarten through third grade, 22 in fourth through eighth grade and 25 in high school. Rep.
Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, argued that the present class size requirements are unworkable. ‘It’s not really class size
reduction,’ Rubio said. ‘It’s class size chaos.’” [The Associated Press, 5/3/06]
Rubio Wanted To Save $1-3 Billion For The State Class-Size Amendment For Future Years. “With three weeks left in
the legislative session, Republican leaders are circulating a draft proposal to put aside $1 billion to $3 billion of surplus budget
money into an escrow account that would be used to pay for 30-year bonds to build an estimated $8 billion worth of new
schools. The proposal, being pushed by incoming House and Senate leaders Rep. Marco Rubio and Sen. Ken Pruitt, is part
pragmatic politics, part reality check. Rubio, a Miami Republican, vows that ‘we will do class-size (reductions) on my watch’

and hopes ‘to hold over as much money as we can and put the money into construction this year.’ Nonetheless, Rubio believes
that the evolution in the legislature should have proponents of class caps proclaiming victory: Republicans are no longer trying
to repeal the amendment but simply want it modified to be more workable, he said. ‘By any measure, we’re going to spend a
lot of money on the class size amendment,’ he said. ‘It comes down to a debate over flexibility.’” [The Miami Herald, 4/17/06]
Rubio Believed That Miami-Dale Would Be “Better Without The Current Class-Size Measure.” “House Republicans,
including the next House Speaker, Miami Rep. Marco Rubio, contend that Miami-Dade will be better without the current
class-size measure. The new legislation already has been approved by one committee in the House and appears destined to sail
through the entire chamber. ‘The biggest positive of the class-size amendment is that it requires more money to be invested in
public education. But like everything else, it isn’t just how much you spend, it is how you spend it,’ Rubio said.” [The Miami
Herald, 2/2/06]
Rubio Voted to Clarify Calculations to Determine Average Class Size Requirements. On May 4, 2005, Rubio voted for
the bill that clarifies how the calculation to determine whether a school district is in compliance with the average class size
requirements. Beginning in the 2005-2006 school year, the bill allows a district that did not meet the required average class size
reduction in a prior year, and which had funds transferred from the district’s class size reduction operating categorical to an
approved capital outlay appropriation, to be eligible to reverse the transfer if the district fully achieves the required class size
reduction in the subsequent year. [SB 1678 - Public School Class Size; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/12/05]
Rubio Voted to Advance a Ballot Initiative Revising Class Size and Establishing Minimum Teacher Salaries. On
May 2, 2005, Rubio voted for a bill that “would put the class-size issue back on the ballot for voters to reconsider. It would
maintain class sizes at the district wide average required by the 2002 amendment, but abolish limiting the size of every class.
Teachers would receive a minimum salary of $35,000,” according to the Tampa Tribune. [HJR 1843 – Revising Maximum
Class Size Requirements and Establishing a Minimum Teacher Salary; Tampa Tribune, 5/1/05]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Smaller Classroom Sizes and Funding for New Schools. On May 27, 2003, Rubio voted in
favor of establishing a class size maximum and establishing a fund for implementing class size reduction. According to the
Miami Herald, “Both chambers agreed to a plan to enact a voter mandate to shrink public school class sizes by two students
this fall. School districts, which will receive about $468 million to hire more teachers, were given flexibility to rezone individual
schools’ boundaries, change class schedules and lower graduation requirements to better use current facilities. Lawmakers also
provided $600 million to build more schools.” [SB 30A – Quality Education; Miami Herald, 5/28/03]
Rubio Said the House Would Not Try To Repeal The Class-Size And High-Speed Rail Constitutional Amendments
If Jeb Bush’s Referendum Bill Wasn’t Dead. “Facing Republican skepticism about new referendums on costly
constitutional amendments, Gov. Jeb Bush said Wednesday he might give Florida voters a tough choice -- asking whether they
want to pay an extra penny sales tax and higher fuel taxes to fund smaller class sizes and a South Florida “bullet train. But
House Majority Leader Marco Rubio, R-Miami, said the House won’t try to repeal the class-size and rapid-rail amendments if
Bush’s idea of a new public vote is dead in the Senate.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 3/6/03]

Education Standards
Rubio Pushed For The Next Generation Academic Standards Which Replaced The Sunshine State Standards. “The
Next Generation Academic Standards bill calls for the eventual replacement of the Sunshine State Standards, which now
define curricula in Florida schools, with some of the most demanding scholastic benchmarks in the nation. Senator Gaetz
sponsored this bill in large part because of the desire of House Speaker Marco Rubio (R-Miami) to increase Florida’s academic
standing and to raise the performance of high school graduates. The bill joins Florida to the American Diploma Project, a
multi-state effort to align Florida’s standards and testing to the expectations of public and private colleges and universities as
well as private sector employers. The bill requires a stronger emphasis on civics and social studies, a project on which Gaetz
worked cooperatively with former Governor and U.S. Senator Bob Graham. As well, students will have more options to
satisfy the graduation requirement to earn one credit in the arts. The legislation also authorizes the Commissioner of
Education to develop end-of-course mastery examinations that would be standardized state-wide. These exams would measure
student proficiency as a basis for awarding credits and promotion to the next grade and help qualify teachers for performance
pay.” [US States News, 5/5/08]



Rubio Would Not Let Legislators Leave As Democrats Forced Bills To Be Read As Protest To Change Florida’s
Education Standards. “In a rare standoff that plunged the legislative session into gridlock, the Florida House erupted in
partisan acrimony Friday over political gamesmanship each side likened to playground antics. Democrats, angry over a
procedural move by the Republican majority to block debate on an education bill, slowed the chamber’s deliberations to a
crawl with their own maneuver: They demanded that bills be read in full. House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami,
retaliated by ordering the chamber doors locked by the sergeant-in-arms, Internet access shut off and the House’s 120
members to remain in their seats. Rubio excused members who had religious obligations, but Democrats complained that
they were being forced to jettison travel plans to fulfill their legislative duties. Rep. Maria Sachs, D-Delray Beach, has 13
people coming to her house for Passover dinner tonight. She canceled two Friday flights because of the legislative
stalemate and was contemplating an all-night road trip to make it back. House Majority Leader Adam Hasner, R-Boca
Raton, called the Democrats’ move to require the bills be read in full a ‘childish political stunt.’ As punishment,
Republicans pulled Democrat-sponsored bills from Friday’s agenda and next week’s calendar. Democrats used the billreading procedure when House Republicans shut off debate on an amendment that would have changed Florida’s FCAT
school-grading system. Usually, the clerk reads a bill’s one-sentence title and then the legislative sponsor summarizes
what’s in it. But Friday, teenage clerks spent hours reciting hundreds of pages of bills, most of which were controversyfree and won unanimous approval.” [Sun-Sentinel, 4/19/08]

Rubio Voted for High School Test Standards. On May 1, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that establishes testing standards
that must be rigorous, provide increased content specificity, and establish grade-by-grade expectations for student learning in
all subjects at most grade levels. The state board must also establish a schedule for the periodic review and revision of the
standards. According to the Palm Beach Post, the bill “would, among other things, eliminate the norm-referenced test, the
high school competency test and the multiple choice questions from the writing portion of the Florida Comprehensive
Assessment Test. It would require new curriculum standards for reading, math, science and social studies by 2012. And instead
of starting the FCAT in February, students would take writing tests no earlier than March 1 and other portions no earlier than
April 15.” [Palm Beach Post, 4/17/08; CS/HB 7045 – Public School Curricular Standards; Florida House of Representatives
Staff Analysis, 3/19/08]
Rewriting Course Standards Were Part Of Rubio’s World Class Educations Standards. “Lawmakers and state
education leaders want to begin shifting high school testing toward comprehensive, subject-specific exams given at the end of
a course. Creating new tests is expensive in a good year. Next year, the state is looking at some of the most drastic cuts to
education funding in decades. As with a Rorschach test, members of both parties see what they want in two bills that pave the
way for end-of-course exams. Democrats view them as a move away from total reliance on the FCAT. Republicans pitch them
as an expansion of accountability to students in more grades and subjects. Finding a way to pay for them is the real problem. It
would cost roughly $1 million per subject to develop each exam, Education Commissioner Eric Smith said. That doesn’t
include distributing or scoring them. The Department of Education may be able to spread out the cost of end-of-course
assessments over several years, said Jill Chamberlin, spokeswoman for House Speaker Marco Rubio. Rewriting course
standards is the first priority in the new version of Rubio’s World Class Education Standards, she said. That doesn’t have to be
done until 2012-13, under a council bill. Though the department could move faster on the exams, it wouldn’t have to. And
Rubio’s bill requires such a test only in social studies. It permits them in other subjects.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/16/08]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio’s “World-Class Education Standards” Was Just Rhetoric. “The push for
‘World-Class Education Standards’ is this year’s proof that Florida thinks the solution to every school issue is a new slogan, a
meddlesome mandate and another standardized test. The bill is a priority of House Speaker Marco Rubio, a 35-year-old Coral
Gables attorney who was inspired by a Hoover Institution report commissioned by former Gov. Jeb Bush. As it turns out, the
‘Sunshine State Standards,’ which form the basis of FCAT standardized testing, are apparently not worldly enough. The bill,
HB 7151, insists that schools toss everything out and start over – ‘systematically replace (Sunshine Standards) by adopting
World Class Education Standards that prepare Florida’s students to effectively engage, communicate, and compete in a global
economy.’ The bill, with its call for world-class U.S. patriotism, has made its way to the House floor. But the civics lesson may
begin in the Senate, where supporters search for a way to bend the government’s rules. A companion bill was defeated in a
Senate committee and is now under a cloud because a motion to reconsider did not lead to a new vote. Rubio, unmoved,
keeps pressing forward. If this is the path to world-class education, maybe Florida can wait.” [St. Petersburg Times Editorial,
4/27/07]
Palm Beach Post Editorial: Rubio’s Belief That Florida Could Have A “World Class Education System” Was Not A
“Political Gimmick.” “Like Jeb Bush’s A+ Plan, House Speaker Marco Rubio’s purported ‘world class education system’ for
Florida’s public schools sounds like a description anyone would favor. But like Mr. Bush’s A+ Plan, the details do not live up
to the name. In fact, the world-class education system House Republicans are promoting is primarily a replay of some of the

ex-governor’s worst education policy proposals. Last week, the House School and Learning Council approved PCB SLC 0702, which would put more emphasis on the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test and could move the state closer to
expanding voucher programs and abandoning voter-approved class-size limits. That was the goal of the Hoover Institution’s
review of Florida’s public schools last year, and the conservative think tank -- hired by former Gov. Bush, because it thinks
what he thought -- is among those who would advise the state Board of Education on how to ‘prepare Florida’s students to
compete globally with students around the world.’ The parts of the bill that are worthwhile are overshadowed by the
unworkable and counterintuitive. For example, while expanding the FCAT to include social studies, the legislation would
increase the state’s reliance -- for budgeting and branding -- on divisive and misleading school grades based on FCAT test
scores. The world-class education system proposal is listed in Rep. Rubio’s 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future. To
genuinely improve the future of Florida’s public schools, however, the Legislature and Board of Education -- which still hasn’t
picked a commissioner to succeed John Winn -- must begin by making the FCAT solely a diagnostic tool, then allotting the
necessary resources to respond to the ailments diagnosed. Turning the FCAT into something effective, rather than a political
gimmick, would be a truly innovative idea.” [Palm Beach Post Editorial, 4/8/07]
Rubio Voted for Education Overhaul. On May 4, 2006, Rubio voted for the bill that makes substantial changes to
education law. The bill changes: education data and accountability; standards and performance based accountability;
instructional reforms; reading initiatives; and exceptional students programs. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “the wideranging measure requires high-school students to pick majors and minors as college students do, mandates four years of math
classes instead of three and forces schools to provide more career-specific planning. But the later start to the school year,
which would begin in 2007-08, is likely to generate the most reaction from parents.” [Orlando Sentinel, 5/5/06; HB 7087 –
Education; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/16/06]
Rubio Voted for Expanding Education Accountability. On April 24, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would provide
requirements and an implementation schedule for performance based funding for education. It would create goals, require
certain date be kept, and establish equivalent scores between PSAT, SAT, ACT, PLAN, and FCAT test scores. [Florida House
of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/13/03; 130. HB 915 – K-20 Education Accountability]

Charter Schools & Vouchers
Rubio Voted in Favor of Expanding Tax Credit Voucher Program. On May 2, 2008, Rubio voted in favor of a bill to
expand Corporate Income Tax Credit Scholarship Program by increasing the maximum tax credit from $88 million to $118
million. According to the Tampa Tribune, the bill would expand, “the state’s Corporate Income Tax Credit Scholarship
voucher program for low-income children. Currently serving about 20,000 kids, the program will expand by $30 million to an
additional 5,000 children.” [Tampa Tribune, 5/3/08; CS/CS/CS/HB 653 – Corporate Income Tax Credit Scholarship
Program; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/21/08]
Rubio Voted for Changing the School Voucher System. On October 29, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that would change
the corporate income tax credit scholarship program by increasing the award limit for middle and high school students. The
program provides an income tax credit for corporations that make eligible contributions to nonprofit scholarship-funding
organizations (SFOs). SFOs award scholarships to students from families who qualify for free or reduced-price school
lunches. As of 2007 there were 926 participating schools and 16,629 scholarship recipients. The bill also allows private citizens
the opportunity to contribute to SFOs. [HB 7145 - Scholarship Programs; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/9/07]
Rubio Voted to Protect Charter School Sponsors from Civil Litigation. On May 4, 2006, Rubio voted for a bill that
provides that a district school board sponsor of a charter school will not be held liable for civil damages for actions or
omissions committed by the charter school’s governing board, its officers, or employees. This bill also provides that the
sponsor’s duty to monitor a charter school may not be used as the basis for a lawsuit against the sponsor. However, a school
district sponsor remains subject to tort liability for acts or omissions under the sponsor’s direct authority. This bill further
insulates a school district from assumption of contractual debts of the charter school to cover all contracts made between the
charter school governing body and a third party. [HB 135 – Charter Schools; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/10/06]
Rubio Voted to Postpone Termination Dates for Two Charter School Districts. On May 4, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill
that postpones the termination dates for Orange County and Palm Beach County charter school districts until July 1, 2008.

Four school districts (Palm Beach, Hillsborough, Orange, and Volusia) currently operate as pilot charter school districts. The
performance contracts for Orange and Palm Beach expire in 2007 and the contracts for Hillsborough and Volusia expire in
2008. The law prohibits any other districts from being designated as a pilot charter district. [CS/SB 2092 – Education [SPCC];
Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/13/07]
Rubio Voted for Changing Charter School Regulations. On May 3, 2007, Rubio voted for allowing pre-k instructors to
participate in the Florida Retirement System’s (FRS) Deferred Retirement Option Program (DROP). The bill gives charter
schools’ governing boards discretion over whether instructors can participate in the extended DROP program. It clarifies the
charter school application process to the Florida Schools of Excellence Commission its cosponsors, and school districts and
that a three year old charter school that demonstrates exemplary academic programming and fiscal management be offered a
15-year renewal contract. It requires charter school board members to undergo governance training approved by the
Department of Education including sunshine, conflicts of interest, ethics, and financial responsibility. Additionally, it clarifies
that charter school facilities be treated the same as public school facilities with regard to various fees and assessments levied on
property. [CS/HB 1569 - Education; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/24/07]
Rubio Voted to Substantially Amend Regulations Regarding Charter Schools. On May 1, 2006, Rubio voted for a bill
that substantially amends provisions of the Florida statute related to charter schools. The bill requires district school boards to
make timely payments to charters and authorizes the Commissioner of Education to withhold lottery funds from a school
district that repeatedly fails to do so. Furthermore, the bill authorizes the State Board of Education to impose fines or
withhold lottery funds for districts that violate the procedural requirements for charter school application, termination, or
nonrenewal appeals. The bill extends educator professional liability coverage to all full-time charter school instructional
personnel and eliminates priority given to transitioning students of military families. [HB 7103 – Charter Schools; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/18/06]
Rubio Voted in Favor of a School Voucher Amendment to the State Constitution. On April 25, 2006, Rubio voted in
favor of a joint resolution to place an amendment to the state constitution on the ballot. The amendment would state that the
phrase, “the expression of one thing is the exclusion of another” may not be applied to legislative power by the courts except
under certain circumstances. The resolution was a response to a ruling by a Florida Supreme Court that vouchers were
unconstitutional, and its intent is to make them constitutional via legislation. According to the Tampa Tribune, “the joint
resolution at issue would ask voters in November to preserve the school voucher plan that is at the heart of Gov. Jeb Bush’s
‘A-Plus’ education reform of 1999. The Opportunity Scholarships program allowed students in failing public schools to attend
private schools with taxpayer-funded vouchers to cover tuition. The program was ruled unconstitutional by the state Supreme
Court in January. Restoring voucher programs via constitutional amendment was a priority of Bush and the Republican
leadership.” [Tampa Tribune, 5/3/06; HJR 7143 - Rules of Construction; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/12/06]
Rubio Voted in Favor of School Vouchers for Children of National Guardsmen. On May 2, 2005, Rubio voted in favor
of a bill establishing the K-12 GI Bill Program to provide educational options for dependents of an active-duty member of the
Florida National Guard who is serving in Operation Enduring Freedom or Operation Iraqi Freedom. According to the NewsJournal, “The Florida House neared approval Friday of a Bush-backed plan that would offer vouchers to low-performing
children throughout the state. At the same time, lawmakers added a proposal to begin offering vouchers to children of Florida
National Guard soldiers who are on active duty in Iraq or Afghanistan.” [HCB 6007 – Education; News-Journal, 4/30/05]
Rubio Voted to Allow Impact Fees to Support Charter Schools. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill that would
allow Charter Schools to add to its lists of purposes that it was created to mitigate the impact of building new housing units.
This would allow charter schools, built at the same time as a housing development, to be eligible to receive impact fees, paid
for by the new development, to pay for construction costs. According to the Associated Press, “the bill’s sponsor, Sen. Alex
Diaz de la Portilla, R-Miami, said the fees would give developers an incentive to build new schools. Historically, the impact
fees have been distributed by school districts. […] The bill would allow only charter schools that have already received
approval to receive the money, but Sen. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, D-Weston, said that wouldn’t do enough to stop school
districts from losing control of that money. A proposed change that would have given school districts a say in whether the
charter school received the money failed after Diaz de la Portilla said it would gut his bill. ‘Impact fees were never meant to be
an entitlement school districts could use on a whim,’ he said.” The bill would exempt charter schools from having to meet
Florida building codes for educational facilities, except for those receiving the impact fees described above. Additionally,
Charter schools would also be exempted from paying building license fees related to construction. It would also require, as a
mandated administrative service, the operator of a charter school to conduct the relevant state and district assessments.
[Associated Press State and Local Wire, 4/29/04; CS/SB 3000 – Charter Schools; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/21/04]

Rubio Voted for Charter Schools. On May 27, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would provide guiding principles for the
establishment and operation of charter schools. The guiding principles specified in the bill include high standards of student
achievement, increased accountability, and specific emphasis on reading. The bill also modifies the charter school application
and review process for all applications and allows community college applications for charter schools to be approved by the
district school board at any time. According to the Associated Press, the bill “emphasizes the teaching of reading in charter
schools to mirror the initiative in public schools. The bill also authorizes community colleges to operate charter schools that
let high school students earn an associate degree at the same time.” [HB 55A – Charter Schools; Associated Press, 6/9/03]
Rubio Voted to Provide Guiding Principles for New Charter Schools. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that
provides guiding principles for the establishment and operation of charter schools including high standards of student
achievement, increased accountability, and a specific emphasis on reading. The charter itself must contain specific information
relating to the reading curriculum and show that instructional strategies are grounded in scientifically based reading research.
[375. CS/CS/SB 2242 – Charter Schools; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/11/03]
Rubio Voted for a “Massive Expansion” of Florida’s School Vouchers Program. On April 25, 2003, Rubio voted for a
bill the Florida Times-Union calls, “a massive expansion of the state’s school voucher program […] as part of its plan to
reduce class sizes starting next year. The plan would allow school districts to approve the vouchers if their schools become
overly crowded and grant vouchers to a private school for students entering kindergarten this fall. The plan also provides
vouchers for students who want to participate in computer-based schools.” Specifically, the bill establishes a constitutional
class size maximum, provides accountability for class size reduction measures, establishes Classrooms for Kids Program,
establishes Class Size Reduction Lottery Revenue Bond Program, and authorizes instructional personnel who receive
authorization to extend participation in DROP; creates Florida Business & Education in School Together (Florida BEST)
Program, etc. [Florida Times-Union, 4/26/03; CS/CS/SB 1436 – Class Size Reduction Act; Florida Senate Staff Analysis,
3/13/03]
Rubio Voted for Eliminating the Cap on the Number of Charter Schools in a District. On May 1, 2001, Rubio voted
for a bill that would remove the limit on the number of charter schools per district. The wide-ranging charter school reform
bill would also give the State Board of Education the final say, in an appeals process, on whether a charter school will be
approved. According to the Ft. Lauderdale Sun Sentinel the bill, “would have given (the) state, instead of local school district,
the final say on whether to close or open a charter school”. [Ft. Lauderdale Sun Sentinel, 5/6/01; H1361 – Relating to Charter
Schools; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/24/01]
Rubio Voted to Provide School Vouchers. On March 22, 2001, Rubio voted for the bill that creates the School Crowding
Relief Intervention for Parents and Teachers (S.C.R.I.P.T.) grant program to provide alternatives to parents with a child in an
overcrowded school. Specifically, a student who is enrolled in an overcrowded public school may be able to receive a grant to
help pay for the student’s attendance at an eligible private school. The program is aimed to provide immediate and targeted
relief for public school overcrowding. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, the bill “would allow children in crowded
schools to receive $3,000 taxpayer-backed ‘opportunity scholarships’ to go elsewhere […]Vouchers to attend private schools at
public expense currently are limited to children who are disabled or from failing public schools.” [Tallahassee Democrat,
2/9/01; HB 303 - Relief From Overcrowded Schools; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 2/28/01]

Bullying/Hazing
Rubio Voted for Anti-Bullying Bill. On April 18, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that creates the “Jeffrey Johnston Stand Up
for All Students Act.” The bill prohibits the bullying or harassment of any public K-12 student or employee during a public K12 education program or activity; during a school-related or school-sponsored program or activity; on a public K-12 school
bus; or through a public K-12 computer, computer system, or computer network. According to Florida Today, the bill “directs
county school districts to develop anti-bullying policies and penalties, specifically targeting race, sex and religion as
unacceptable reasons for harassment. Some supporters, who praised the bill as it is, said it would be even better if it specified
bullying on the basis of sexual orientation, physical appearance, or ethnicity.” [Florida Today, 3/12/08; HB 669 – School
Safety; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/10/08]

Rubio Did Not Vote on Anti-Bullying Bill. On April 24, 2007, Rubio did not vote on a bill that creates the “Jeffrey
Johnston Stand Up for All Students Act.” The bill would require the Florida Department of Education to adopt a model
policy that prohibits the bullying or harassment of any public K-12 student or employee. According to the Associated Press,
the bill “would require school districts to adopt anti-bullying and anti-harassment policies. It would also create a statewide
policy for schools and require them to enact policies against bullying, including harassment over the Internet.” [Associated
Press, 5/4/07; CS/HB 575 – School Safety; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/5/07]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Requiring Schools to Establish Anti-Bullying Policies. On April 26, 2006, Rubio voted in
favor of the Jeffrey Johnston Stand Up for All Students Act, which prohibits bullying and harassment of students in Florida
schools, and requires school districts to adopt policies for enforcing this prohibition. The bill defines bullying and harassment,
and sets forth specific minimum requirements for school district policies. According to the Sarasota Herald Tribune, “Under
the proposed law, schools would be required to write bullying policies that give teachers the authority to punish students who
criticize classmates via electronic devices such as computers and cell phones, even if the text messages, Web pages or e-mails
originate at home.” [Sarasota Herald Tribune, 4/28/06; HB 535 - School Safety; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 4/18/06]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Criminalizing Hazing. On April 27, 2005, Rubio voted in favor of a bill creating new criminal
offenses specific to hazing at the high school or college level. The bill provides that it is a first degree misdemeanor to commit
an act of hazing that creates a substantial risk of physical injury or death. The offense level increases to a third degree felony if
the act of hazing actually results in serious bodily injury or death. According to the St. Petersburg Times, the bill “Makes
hazing resulting in serious injury or death a third-degree felony and makes putting someone at risk for such injuries a firstdegree misdemeanor, even if the person consents.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/8/05; HB 193 – Hazing; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/18/05]

School Lunches
Rubio Voted for School Lunch Outsourcing Program. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that requires school
districts to analyze the performance of their food service programs and consider outsourcing when the programs are not
operating efficiently. The bill requires school districts choosing to outsource their food service programs to: require the
private-sector vendor to provide first consideration of employment to existing food service employees; require the privatesector vendor to offer existing employees the choice of remaining school district employees or becoming employees of the
private-sector vendor; use attrition or placement into other available district school positions for staff reductions relating to
outsource of food service programs prior to direct layoffs of school district employees. [HB 1753 – Public School Fund
Service Programs; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/15/04]

Students With Special Needs
Rubio Voted in Favor of Easing School Transfers of Military Children. On April 18, 2008, Rubio voted in favor of bill to
adopt a compact that would ease the process of transferring schools for children of relocated military families. The Interstate
Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children was developed by the Council of State Governments in
cooperation with the U.S. DOD to address the educational transition issues faced by military families in the areas of program
eligibility and placement, enrollment, and high school graduation. The compact becomes effective once ten states pass
legislation adopting it. As of March 12, 2008, 19 states have introduced legislation to adopt the compact, however, no state has
adopted it. This bill would authorize and direct the Governor to execute and legally join the compact on behalf of the State of
Florida. [CS/HB 1203 – Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/1/08]
Rubio Voted to Ensure Education Performance Complies with the Individuals with Disabilities Act. On April 18,
2008, Rubio voted in favor of a bill to amend Florida law to provide legislative intent that the K-20 education performance
accountability system comply with the requirements provided by the Individuals with Disability Education Act (IDEA).
Florida has implemented an education performance accountability system, which will “assess the effectiveness of Florida’s
seamless K-20 education delivery system.” Florida law currently provides the legislative intent that the Department of
Education ensure the K-20 education accountability system is in compliance with the requirements of the No Child Left

Behind Act, but does not mention IDEA. [HB 925 - Florida’s K-20 Education Performance Accountability System; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/10/08]
Rubio Co-Sponsored Access to Secondary Education for Disabled Students. On March 27, 2003, Rubio co-sponsored
and voted for the bill that would allow disabled students who have completed specified academic credits to receive a high
school diploma. Specifically, students who have taken the FCAT in the 10th and 11th grade, but failed to earn a passing score
on either attempt, would receive their diploma if the Individual Education Plan committee determines that the FCAT cannot
accurately measure the student’s abilities. The bill waived the requirement for passing the FCAT in order to receive a high
school diploma and expands opportunities for admission to postsecondary and career education for this group of students
with disabilities. It also requires the State Board of Education to compile a report by December 31, 2003, on the current use of
acceleration mechanisms. According to the Orlando Sentinel, the measure “would allow special-education committees in each
district to grant diplomas to students with disabilities who have twice failed the FCAT. The students have to meet other
graduation requirements.” [Orlando Sentinel, 3/28/03; HB 1739 – Access to Postsecondary Education; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/24/03]

Teacher Pay/Training
Rubio Supported Merit Pay For Teachers; Opposed Crist’s Veto Of Senate Bill 6. “Crist said that Senate Bill 6, which
‘would have eliminated tenure for newly hired teachers and linked teacher pay to student test scores,’ was ‘significantly flawed.’
He ‘sharply criticized lawmakers for rushing the bill through’ without the ‘meaningful input of parents, teachers,
superintendents and school boards.’ Crist’s rivals in the race weighed in on the veto decision: In a statement, ex-state House
Speaker Marco Rubio (R) spokesperson Alex Burgos reaffirmed Rubio’s support for the merit pay portion of the bill, but
glossed over other aspects of it that have proved controversial among GOPers. He also slammed the veto as a politically
calculated move. Burgos: ‘Like reformers across Florida, Marco supports better pay for good teachers, as this bill would have
done. Once again, Charlie Crist has broken his word and put his political interests ahead of doing what’s best for Florida’s
children.’” [The Hotline, 4/16/10]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Cutting Teacher Compensation. On May 1, 2008, Rubio voted in favor of a bill that would
modify the Excellent Teaching Program by eliminating the bonuses for portfolio incentive, certification fee subsidy, and
mentoring. The bill would also result in bonuses no longer counting towards retirement. According to the St. Petersburg
Times, “Florida’s national board-certified teachers will get their mentoring bonus for the work they’ve already done […] They
won’t get the money - close to $5,000 - for next year or any other year while the state lacks the funding, Pickens said. Also
gone will be the state’s support for teachers to apply to the certification program, again because of a dearth of resources. The
primary goal of the Excellent Teaching initiative is to give a 10 percent bonus to teachers who earn the certification, Pickens
said.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/5/08; HB 5083 – Education; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/7/08]
The Rubio Backed Budget Cut $147 To Teacher Merit Pay. On the budget that was passed during the October special
session, “Here’s what has been agreed to by both the House and Senate: A 5 percent tuition hike in January for all community
college and university students. Crist, who earlier this year vetoed a tuition hike, hinted Friday he might support it this time
around. Cutting healthcare spending by nearly $500 million, including more than $200 million worth of cuts to hospitals and
roughly $160 million in cuts for nursing homes. Lawmakers are reducing the reimbursement rate they pay healthcare providers
to treat Medicaid patients. More than $400 million worth of cuts to public schools, community colleges and state universities -although the biggest item on the chopping block is $147 million for teacher merit pay, a program that many school districts
have been reluctant to implement.” [The Miami Herald, 10/6/07]
Rubio One of the Only To Vote Against Cutting Training Hours for English as a Second Language Teachers. On
May 4, 2007, Rubio voted against the bill that establishes in-service requirements for teachers of English for Speakers of Other
Languages. According to the Florida Times-Union, “The bill is designed to provide uniformity in requirements needed for
certificated reading teachers to become state endorsed or certificated through in-service points and/or college course work
[…] For teachers of English for speakers of other languages, the bill specifies: For primary English/language arts teachers 300 in-service hours or the equivalent; For basic subject area teachers of reading, math, science, social studies or computer
literacy - 60 in-service hours or the equivalent; For other teachers - 18 in-service hours or the equivalent.” Rubio was one of
only five votes against the bill. [CS/SB 2512 – English for Speakers of Other Languages/Educators [SPCC]; Florida TimesUnion, 6/21/07]

Rubio Supported Merit Pay For Teachers. “In a surprising reversal, the Republican-controlled Legislature is moving
quickly to scrap a controversial merit pay system for teachers that lawmakers put in place less than a year ago. Republican
legislators are not abandoning the idea of awarding bonuses to teachers. But the turnabout represents a rejection of ideas first
pushed by the administration of former Gov. Jeb Bush -- and even includes some minor tweaks to Bush’s ‘A+ Plan’ that was
adopted eight years ago. Democrats on the House committee complained that lawmakers should spend money to increase the
salaries of all teachers before they single some teachers out for bonuses. But House Speaker Marco Rubio said it’s time to
reward good teachers. ‘What we will refuse to accept is that teaching is the only profession in America where you can’t tell
those who do a great job from those who do an average job,’ Rubio said.” [The Miami Herald, 3/8/07]

School Prayer
Rubio Voted in Favor of Authorizing School Boards To Allow Prayer at Non-Mandatory High School Events,
including Graduations. On February 12, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of a bill authorizing, but not requiring, district school
boards to adopt a resolution allowing the use of invocation or benediction at a secondary school commencement exercise, a
secondary school-related sporting event, or a secondary school-related noncompulsory student assembly. The bill requires that
if the district school board adopts such a resolution, the resolution must provide: That the use of an invocation or a
benediction will be at the sole discretion of the students; That if an invocation or a benediction is used it will be given by a
student volunteer; That an invocation or a benediction will be nonsectarian and non-proselytizing in nature; and That school
personnel will not participate in, or otherwise influence the exercise of the discretion of the students in, the determination of
whether to use an invocation or a benediction. According to the St. Petersburg Times, the bill “Permitted school boards to
adopt resolutions allowing prayer, invocations or benedictions at non-mandatory assemblies.” [St. Petersburg Times, 3/24/02;
63. HB 0667 - Relating to School-related Events/Invocation; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 1/16/02]
Rubio Voted for Authorizing School Boards to Allow Prayer at School-related Events. On October 24, 2001, Rubio
voted for a bill that would allow school districts to allow an invocation or benediction at certain secondary school-related
events. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “The state House overwhelmingly approved a bill Wednesday that would allow
student-led prayer at some school events, despite warnings from opponents that it could exclude religious minorities and had
nothing to do with the budget they were called together to fix. ‘We’re doing flags on houses, Pledge of Allegiance, prayer,’ said
Fort Lauderdale Democratic Rep. Chris Smith, referring to other patriotism bills passed Tuesday. ‘Let’s stop doing all this
foolishness. Let’s do the people’s work and go home.’ The bill, which would allow school boards to adopt resolutions
approving prayer at non-mandatory assemblies, is unlikely to get a hearing in the Senate. Some lawmakers questioned why it
had to be considered during an emergency special session to plug a $ 1.3-billion shortfall in the budget.” [HB53-B – Relating
to School-related Events/Invocation; St. Petersburg Times, 10/25/01]
Rubio Voted for “School Prayer Bill,” Encouraging Public Schools to Allow the Use of an Invocation or a
Benediction. On April 25, 2001, Rubio voted for authorizing district school boards to adopt a resolution allowing a
benediction or invocation at a secondary school commencement exercise or a noncompulsory student assembly. Any
invocation or benediction shall be done at the discretion of the students, by a student volunteer, that it be nonsectarian, and
not influenced by school personnel. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “The Republican-controlled state House on
Wednesday endorsed a school prayer bill over the protests of several Jewish legislators, putting the controversial legislation in
the hands of a reluctant and more moderate Senate. While the House’s approval is a victory for school prayer advocates, it
may be a short-lived one -- Senate leaders say they are unlikely to consider a bill that is sure to embroil them in a lengthy,
emotional debate with barely more than a week left in the legislative session. The bill (HB 1199) would allow prayer at high
school graduations, athletic events and voluntary gatherings if school boards vote to offer students the option. But students
would ultimately decide whether they want prayers at events. The proposal, approved by an 84-29 vote, drew warnings from
critics who argued the measure is unconstitutional, that prayer is a personal matter and should not be subject to majority rule.
Students practicing a religion besides that observed by the majority, opponents contend, will be ostracized by organized prayer
in public schools. ‘Please let us remember prayer is a private matter between the individual or congregation and God,’ said
Rep. Mark Weissman, Deerfield Beach. ‘It is simply not in the province of the Florida Legislature.’ “ [Orlando Sentinel,
4/26/01; H1199 – Relating to Schools/Invocation & Benediction; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/5/01]

Early Education and K-12 Funding

FEDERAL FUNDING
Rubio Opposed Federal Stimulus For School Funding. “Gov. Charlie Crist welcomed yesterday’s news of $26 billion in
new federal aid for schools and states (story here on Florida’s $1.3 billion cut). Today, Republican U.S. Senate candidate Marco
Rubio tells the Buzz he would have voted against the package. ‘We all support teachers and education,” Rubio said. “But our
government can not continue borrowing and spending money as if there are no consequences. More government bailouts are
not the way to create lasting jobs. And raising taxes only adds to the climate of uncertainty that remains an obstacle to job
creation.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 8/11/10]

STATE FUNDING
2008 Session
Rubio Passed A $66.2 Billion Budget That Included $4 Million In Cuts To Schools And Medicaid. “Lawmakers
fulfilled their only constitutional mandate by passing a $66.2 billion balanced budget that reflected a spiraling economy and
plunging state revenues. It also reflected an election-year pledge by Republican leaders not to raise taxes and a staunch refusal
to go along with Democratic demands to close sales tax loopholes for special interests or dig deeper in state reserves, including
a $1.3 billion ‘rainy day’ fund set aside for emergencies. The result was more than $4 billion in budget cuts that mostly targeted
school children and Medicaid patients. The spending plan left most state workers, except for 1,500 state troopers, without a
pay raise. It also cut per-student spending in public schools by 1.8 percent and promises to sock community college and
university students with a 6 percent tuition increase. ‘The budget of the state of Florida was balanced, it was balanced without
raising taxes, without using gambling money, which was a priority of the House,’ Rubio declared after the ceremonial drop of a
handkerchief that signals the end of legislative sessions.” [The News-Press, 5/3/08]
Rubio Passed A $66.2 Billion Budget That Included $4 Million In Cuts To Schools And Medicaid. “Lawmakers
fulfilled their only constitutional mandate by passing a $66.2 billion balanced budget that reflected a spiraling economy and
plunging state revenues. It also reflected an election-year pledge by Republican leaders not to raise taxes and a staunch refusal
to go along with Democratic demands to close sales tax loopholes for special interests or dig deeper in state reserves, including
a $1.3 billion ‘rainy day’ fund set aside for emergencies. The result was more than $4 billion in budget cuts that mostly targeted
school children and Medicaid patients. The spending plan left most state workers, except for 1,500 state troopers, without a
pay raise. It also cut per-student spending in public schools by 1.8 percent and promises to sock community college and
university students with a 6 percent tuition increase. ‘The budget of the state of Florida was balanced, it was balanced without
raising taxes, without using gambling money, which was a priority of the House,’ Rubio declared after the ceremonial drop of a
handkerchief that signals the end of legislative sessions.” [The News-Press, 5/3/08]
Rubio Voted in Favor of $512 Million in Budget Cuts. On March 12, 2008, Rubio voted in favor of cutting $512 million
from the state budget, mostly from education. According to the Sun-Sentinel, “Democrats on Wednesday voted against $512
million in state budget cuts. […] But the Republican-dominated Legislature approved the cutbacks on party line votes. […]
Public schools would be hit the hardest, with a $350 million reduction. Funding for nursing homes would be trimmed by $139
million, cutting the time that nursing home staff would have to spend with patients who are getting state-supported care. The
state judicial system would be cut $48 million, though no layoffs or unpaid furloughs of court workers are expected.” [HB
7009 – Special Appropriations; Sun Sentinel, 3/13/08]
Rewriting Course Standards Were Part Of Rubio’s World Class Educations Standards. “Lawmakers and state
education leaders want to begin shifting high school testing toward comprehensive, subject-specific exams given at the end of
a course. Creating new tests is expensive in a good year. Next year, the state is looking at some of the most drastic cuts to
education funding in decades. As with a Rorschach test, members of both parties see what they want in two bills that pave the
way for end-of-course exams. Democrats view them as a move away from total reliance on the FCAT. Republicans pitch them
as an expansion of accountability to students in more grades and subjects. Finding a way to pay for them is the real problem. It
would cost roughly $1 million per subject to develop each exam, Education Commissioner Eric Smith said. That doesn’t
include distributing or scoring them. The Department of Education may be able to spread out the cost of end-of-course
assessments over several years, said Jill Chamberlin, spokeswoman for House Speaker Marco Rubio. Rewriting course
standards is the first priority in the new version of Rubio’s World Class Education Standards, she said. That doesn’t have to be

done until 2012-13, under a council bill. Though the department could move faster on the exams, it wouldn’t have to. And
Rubio’s bill requires such a test only in social studies. It permits them in other subjects.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/16/08]

October 2007 Special Session
Rubio Voted for Holding a Special Election to Approve Changes to Florida Tax Laws, Changes that would Cut $2.4
Billion from Education. On October 29, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill to change the Florida Constitution’s laws regarding ad
valorem (property) taxes through a special election. The changes would increase exemptions relating to tangible property,
allow the portability of the Save Our Homes assessment differential, provide an increase in the homestead exemption, add an
additional homestead exemption for first-time homebuyers, and provide a complete exemption for low-income seniors
through the homestead exemption. According to the Tampa Tribune, “Voters will have final say on a property tax overhaul
after a reluctant state House overcame ‘tremendous disappointment’ with the final package of legislation on Monday and
placed it on the Jan. 29 primary election ballot. The potential for lower local property tax bills will hinge on two key provisions
of a resolution that will appear at the polls as a constitutional amendment: a doubling of the current $25,000 homestead
exemption, and the ability of homeowners to take their Save Our Homes benefit with them if they move. Those were chief
goals originally outlined by Gov. Charlie Crist and the heads of both legislative chambers when the special session was called
Oct. 11. But in ultimately getting there, lawmakers came perilously close to a Capitol meltdown on the final day of the special
session. That rancor stemmed from several factors: differences between chambers in how to attack soaring property tax bills;
timing, with the special session ticking toward a mandatory midnight Monday close; and a little political hardball by the state
Senate. [...]Of the $12.4 billion forecast to be trimmed from local tax collections over five years, education takes a $2.4 billion
hit. While some of the provisions exclude school district levies from the cutbacks, that level drew protests from House
Democrats. ‘This plan was born more out of disagreement and panic than good, meaningful judgment,’ said Rep. Dan Gelber,
D-Miami Beach. ‘We’re not supposed to just simply put something on the ballot. Our obligation is to give people a good
choice. At the end of the day, if you [balance] a tax break on public school children, that is simply not a good choice.’ “
[Tampa Tribune, 10/30/11; SB 6D - Special Election/Ad Valorem Taxation [FPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 10/15/07]
Rubio’s Addition Of Eliminating Property Taxes For Low-Income Seniors Would Account For A School Funding
Reduction of $329 Million In 2008-2009. “A new property tax proposal would take $2.1 billion away from public schools
over four years, figures released by the legislature Monday revealed, with about two-thirds of that coming from the elimination
of all property taxes for low-income seniors. Republican Gov. Charlie Crist and legislative leaders from both parties had said
one of the reasons to replace the “super” homestead exemption proposal on the Jan. 29 ballot with the new plan was to “hold
schools harmless” by minimizing the cuts to school districts. But those school cuts have nearly tripled because of House
Speaker Marco Rubio’s insertion of a cut that would eliminate all property taxes for senior homesteaders 65 and older with
household incomes below $23,604. That would cut property taxes imposed by all local governments by $2.6 billion over four
years, including about $1.4 billion for schools during that time. In 2008-09 alone, the break for seniors would account for $329
million of the $442 million schools would lose, according to a Palm Beach Post analysis of the leg-islature’s estimates.” [Palm
Beach Post, 10/16/07]
Editorial The Stuart News: Rubio Agreed To $790 In Proposed Cuts Behind Closed Doors, Included $138 Million
For Public Schools And $138 Million For Hospitals. “Legislative leaders’ use of closed-door meetings runs counter to
principle of open government. While it’s doubtful Florida legislative leaders ever resort to such cloak-and-dagger language,
they’ve sure been employing a cloak-and-dagger method. Far too much of the people’s business is being conducted in secret -far removed from the scrutiny of taxpayers and the media, as well as a majority of legislators. Here’s how it works. House
Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, and Senate President Ken Pruitt, R-Port St. Lucie, and their lieutenants meet behind
closed doors and hammer out agendas and agreements in advance of a special session. In many cases, key issues are resolved
even before fellow lawmakers have had an opportunity to discuss, debate and vote on them. Legislative leaders rationalize the
secretive deal-making process as a way to streamline the session. Unfortunately, the practice flies in the face of Florida’s stated
and constitutional commitment to open government. Only days before the special session that convened Wednesday, Rubio
and Pruitt agreed to $790 million in proposed budget cuts, including $138 million for public schools and $185 million for
hospitals. [Editorial Stuart News, 10/10/07]

2007 Session
Schools Were Spared Under The June 2007 Property Tax Package Rubio Supported. “Special taxing districts, including
school districts, would be required to roll back rates and give an additional 3 percent reduction. This would account for a $1.6
billion reduction in tax revenue statewide. However, Pruitt and Rubio said in the letter that they “intend to hold schools
harmless from these cuts.” [The Jacksonville Business Journal, 6/18/07]

Rubio Voted for “The Biggest cut To Public Schools in Florida History” Which Was $7 Billion Over Four Years. On
June 14, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that would set rate limits for local government ad valorem taxes, most notably the
property tax. According to the Miami Herald, the constitutional amendment to the homestead exemption would allow “people
to pay taxes on just $50,000 of the first $200,000 in market-based assessed value and $255,000 of the next $300,000 for their
homestead. But those savings would cut $9 billion to $16 billion from local governments over four years. About 40 percent is
from schools.” The St. Petersburg Times reported that “what Republicans call the largest tax cut in Florida history, Democrats
call the biggest cut to public schools in Florida history, or $7-billion over four years (a bigger homestead exemption means
more money for you but less money for cities, counties and schools.)” [Miami Herald, 6/17/07; St. Petersburg Times,
6/17/07; HB 1B – Ad Valorem Taxation; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 6/13/07]
Rubio Characterized The $1.5 Billion Cut To Schools If The June 2007 Proposal Was Passed As A Property Tax
Reduction Not A Cut To Schools. “House Speaker Marco Rubio, treading carefully so as not to set off partisan war, sought
to counter Democratic criticism today by pointing out their tax cut proposal also targeted schools. ‘The Democratic plan
recognized then what we recognize now: How much schools get in the budget is an annual decision.... and education is our
top priority,’ Rubio said at a news conference. ‘The choice before us is very easy,’ Rubio said, flanked by top Republicans. ‘If
you think that there’s no property tax problem in Florida, then vote no. If you think we have a property tax problem, you need
to vote for this plan.’ Rubio characterized the $1.5-billion first-year impact to schools as a property tax reduction, not a cut to
education funding. He also sought to counter arguments that voters will not support the plan because they lose their 3-percent
Save Our Homes cap. The new plan, he stressed, provides a large homestead.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 6/12/07]
Rubio Voted for Changing Utility Tax Payments. On May 3, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that speeds up the receipt of
gross receipts utility tax revenues by advancing the due date for electric and gas companies from the last day to the 20th day of
each month. The advancement of revenues will move Public Education Capital Outlay bonding capacity into earlier years
from later years. This bill also eliminates the requirement that $105 million in documentary stamp tax revenues be transferred
to the Public Education Capital Outlay and Debt Service Trust fund. [CS/SB 1060 – Educational Facilities; Florida Senate,
3/13/07]
Rubio Voted To Support A Studying Examining How Local School Districts Receive Funding. “South Florida
lawmakers waged another losing battle Thursday to alter the state’s school-funding formula -- but this time there was at least a
debate before the final vote. In the end the state House agreed to set aside $750,000 in the state’s $70-billion-plus budget to do
a comprehensive study of the complex formula that is used to parcel out money to each school district. “We hope we have
sparked something that will change the future and make a truly equitable funding formula,” said Rep. J.C. Planas, a
Westchester Republican. Three years ago, powerful North Florida legislators were able to push through a change that reduced
how much extra money South Florida school districts received to make up for higher living costs. On Wednesday, South
Florida Republicans in both the House and Senate asked to modify the controversial funding change, but the effort was killed.
The Thursday vote also gave Rubio and other Republicans a chance to change their votes. The day before, Rubio and several
other South Florida Republicans voted to scuttle the school-funding change proposal. On Thursday, just about all of the
Republicans and Democrats from Broward and Miami-Dade voted in favor of changing the formula. The proposal was
defeated by a 84-29 vote.” [The Miami Herald, 4/13/07]
In Rubio’s Opening Speech Of the 2007 Regular Session Was Mostly About Property Taxes, Did Mention
Education And Children’s Health Care. “Rubio’s 10-minute speech detailed his plans for the next two months. On
education, Rubio said he wanted to do away with Sunshine State Standards and replace it with ‘a world-class curriculum.’ He
said all students should graduate certified in a career or prepared to attend college. Rubio said it is the legislature’s “obligation”
to help the state’s most vulnerable children learn by addressing unstable homes, dangerous neighborhoods and limited access
to health care. ‘It doesn’t matter how good their curriculum is, how small their class size is or how much their teacher makes,’
Rubio said. ‘A child with three strikes against him is going to struggle to learn and to progress unless you address those three
strikes.’ Rubio said global warming, dependence on foreign oil sources and capitalism have created opportunities
“unimaginable just a few short years ago.’ ‘Today Florida has the opportunity to pursue bold energy policies, not just because
they’re good for our environment but because people can actually make money in doing it,” Rubio said. But Rubio
acknowledged much of the next 60 days would be spent debating the best way to lower property taxes. ‘Runaway property
taxes threaten the standard of living of millions and million of Floridians,’ he said. ‘We must pass meaningful, comprehensive
and immediate tax relief this session.’” [Palm Beach Post, 3/7/07]

2006 Session

Rubio Voted in Favor of $71.3 Billion Budget, Increased Education Spending. On May 5, 2006, Rubio voted in favor of
a $71.3 billion appropriations bill that included increased spending on education. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “the
$71.3-billion budget […] was one of the fattest in years, leaving $3.5-billion left unspent in reserves. Republicans in both
chambers praised education spending, the biggest winner in the budget, with a $1.8-billion increase over last year, the largest in
school spending in state history. […] Besides education, the budget includes: A 3 percent pay raise across the board for state
employees as of Oct. 1…Reduced class size by two students each year to meet mandated class size maximums… A public
hurricane model, a $877,872 project, which would help evaluate the fairness of homeowners insurance rates, which now
depend on secret models paid for by insurers. Environmentalists are applauding lawmakers for putting $745-million toward
purchasing land for conservation. That includes $310-million toward the Babcock Ranch purchase of 74,000 acres. Also,
lawmakers put $300-million in the Florida Forever trust fund and used $135-million for buying land in the Everglades.” [HB
5001 – Appropriations; St. Petersburg Times, 5/6/06]
Rubio Said He Was Into “Innovative Ideas” Not Extreme Ones. “ A. I’m not into extreme ideas, I’m into innovative
ideas, ideas that are relevant to day-to-day life, that are about the future and don’t necessarily expand the role of government.
We don’t care where those ideas come from, whether it’s from the next governor, or whether it’s from (Democratic House
Leader) Dan Gelber. [Sun-Sentinel, 1/22/06]

2005 Session
Rubio Worked Behind The Scenes To Strike A School Funding Deal. Avoiding what could have been a lengthy and
bitter showdown over school funding, state lawmakers agreed on Thursday to boost the amount of money that will go to
South Florida schools in the coming year. The House and Senate budget chiefs for the Republican-controlled Legislature
announced a compromise late Thursday that will guarantee Miami-Dade schools nearly $115 million more, a 5 percent increase
from last year, and $112.5 million more for Broward schools, an increase of 7 percent. Many South Florida Republicans have
been anxious about siding with Bush’s proposal to freeze class-size caps at current levels -- instead of continuing reductions
until 2010, as a 2002 constitutional amendment mandates -- and to spend more on teacher salaries, because it would mean less
money for South Florida schools. Bush has promised that he would set aside $1.5 billion extra for all schools in 2006 if his
class-size proposal is approved by voters. But he also conceded this week that a deal on school funding for South Florida had
to be struck before he could convince some fellow Republicans to support his plan. Rep. Marco Rubio, a Miami Republican
who worked feverishly behind the scenes to strike a deal on school funding, said he and other House members were never
opposed to making sure that North and Central Florida districts receive their fair share. ‘We’re just trying to find a school
funding formula that we think balances the interests of the state,’ Rubio said.” [Knight Rider Tribune Business News,
4/29/05]
Op-Ed: Rubio Supported Cutting School Funding To South Florida. “Last year, I wrote a column about how Rubio and
the other Miami-Dade Republicans had been accomplices, either outright or through ineptitude, in the political hijacking of
the DCD, of our school money. The new formulation cost Broward schools $4 million, Palm Beach schools $400,000. This
year’s Senate proposal would cost Broward $16 million, Palm Beach $9.6 million. Miami-Dade could lose $60 million over the
two years. Any chance of preventing the loss would have required a united front by tri-county legislators. Maybe even the
threat of blocking the budget. ‘When the three counties line up together, we can pretty much block whatever we want,’ said
Sen. Ron Klein. But Miami-Dade Republicans rolled over. That’s what I wrote last year. Rubio took exception, explaining their
participation had kept the new formula from becoming permanent. I told him I’d be happy to write about their efforts this
session to bring the money back to our children. Even that, the best-case scenario this year, means we won’t get the increase
the rest of the state will enjoy. Why can’t Rubio, now in the anteroom of power, undo the damage caused by others? ‘You
can’t have a process of funding education that’s based on who’s in power,’ he said, bristling at the suggestion. That’s one of
the things that makes Rubio so attractive. In a place where everybody is out for their own districts, he’s one of the few who
seems to have a broader vision of the state. A fair overhaul of school funding is part of that vision. ‘That takes a higher level
of statesmanship,” he said. ‘My job isn’t to get re-elected. ... It’s to do a job that will be judged favorably by history.’” [Ralph
De La Cruz Sun-Sentinel 4/10/05]

2004 Session
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Support Of Changing The Formula In The District Cost Differential Amounted To Educating
Funding Loss; Did Not Want To Alienate North Florida Colleagues. “Some of the education losses this year are partly
blamed on Rubio and Diaz de la Portilla, who are shooting for the top leadership post in their respective chambers. Rubio, on
track to become House speaker in 2006, reportedly tried not to alienate his supporters from North Florida during this year’s
school funding battle. ‘In the final analysis, I think they made the judgment that to preserve their future leadership role and

what they already had in the budget, they had to support [the funding formula change],’ said Mike Abrams, a Democrat,
lobbyist and former Miami legislator. ‘They were really cornered and boxed in. They didn’t have a choice.’ But he said term
limits, which restrict legislators to eight years, also played a big part.” [Linda Kleindienst Sun-Sentinel, 5/16/04]
Rubio Said He Was Against The Way The District Cost Differential Formula Was Changed, But Supported The
Intent Behind it, Miami-Dade Lost $27.4 Million in Education Funding; Believed The Formula Itself Was A Wrong
Way To Allocate Education Funding. “Traditionally, schools in counties such as Miami-Dade have received substantially
more funding than those in Duval or Clay because of a higher cost of living. But a recent study conducted by economists at
the University of Florida showed that these cost-of-living disparities had lessened over time and were not reflected in the
current formula. Rubio, in line to become House speaker in 2006, said he supported the intent behind the University of
Florida study, but said it took a narrow approach to an expansive problem. ‘I do not agree with the way we did the change,’
Rubio said. ‘I think the way we did the change is unconstitutional. We are going to be dealing with this for the next six years.’
Rubio, whose district stands to lose about $27.8 million in the formula change, is in support of a comprehensive review of the
entire state school funding formula. ‘I think there was a better way to do it without creating a collection of regions competing
for a pot of money,’ Rubio said.” [Florida Times-Union, 5/13/04]
Rubio Voted to Codify Several Issues Relating to Education Funding. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill that
makes no substantive changes, but merely codifies into the Florida Statutes a number of issues that have been the subject of
proviso to the General Appropriations Act for a number of years. [HB 1867 – Education Funding; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/29/04]
Miami-Dade Was Able To Retrieve Some Money Back From The District Cost Differential Formula Change;
Situation Put Rubio In A Bind. “Unlike his counterpart in the House, King wanted just one thing - to overhaul the schools
funding formula, which gives more money to districts with higher living costs, such as those in Broward and Miami-Dade, at
the expense of Central and North Florida districts. His sometime rival in the Florida House, Speaker Johnnie Byrd, wanted
several bring-home-the-bacon campaign issues to use in his race for the U.S. Senate. Byrd was caught in a box, wanting to cut
a deal with King, but also needing the support of Miami-Dade’s Cuban-American Republicans, most of whom have endorsed
his U.S. Senate bid. After a series of missteps and accusations of broken promises, a compromise was hammered out Tuesday,
giving Miami-Dade and Broward some money to soften the blow. ‘The only good news is that it wasn’t worse,’ said House
Majority Leader Marco Rubio of Miami. ‘There’ll be no celebration. There’ll be no parade.’ Like Byrd, the issue put Rubio in a
bind. Slated to become the first Cuban-American House Speaker - in 2006 - Rubio had to keep the Miami-Dade delegation
happy. At the same time, he needs to maintain the support of Central and North Florida legislators who backed his
speakership, but also stand to gain from the new funding formula.” [The Miami Herald, 4/28/04]
After Rubio Lobbied, Miami-Dade Was Able To Retrieve $13 Million For Education Funding Lost In The
Differential Cost Formula. “There’s $56 billion worth of good stuff in that budget, including $13 million more for Dade
County,” said Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami and the House Republican Leader. Rubio said he will support the budget, citing
other spending provisions, including flood relief for several Miami-Dade County cities, as enough of a reason. But he
acknowledged he didn’t like the DCD impact. ‘This thing’s bad,’ Rubio said. ‘The only good news was it would have been
worse. ... We’ll be fighting this every year from here on out.’ The formula is used to send districts more money based on the
cost of housing and other goods. The new formula will factor wages into the equation. [The Associated Press, 4/27/04]
On The House Floor, Rubio Challenged His Colleagues Not To Think So Narrowly Over Education Funding. “In
an impassioned speech that quoted extensively from James Madison, House Majority Leader Marco Rubio of West Miami
urged other members to look beyond what benefits their particular district and look after the state as a whole. ‘Should we not
aspire to be more than just a collection of regions competing for a common pot of money?’ Rubio asked. ‘Should we not
aspire to be more than just inflexible protectors of the narrow interests of the people who live within artificially drawn
boundaries?’ [Tallahassee Democrat, 4/23/04]
Rubio Supported A Compromise Regarding Education Funding. “House members of both parties said Thursday they
could not support King’s push to overhaul the formula over the next three years in a way that would cost Miami-Dade $27
million and Broward $8 million this fall and even more money in the future. But many North Florida and Central Florida
legislators also told Byrd and their South Florida colleagues that they could longer accept the traditional way of funding
Florida’s schools. The extra money urban counties get comes at the expense of counties with lower costs of living.
Recognizing that he may wind up on the losing side, Rep. Marco Rubio, a Miami Republican, spent nearly 10 minutes trying to
explain to his colleagues why they needed to accept a compromise crafted by leading House members instead of accepting the
change being pushed by King. The House alternative would steer extra school money to counties that don’t get the cost-of-

living adjustment, while shaving a minimal amount from the urban districts that do.” [The Miami Herald, 4/23/04]

2000 Session
Rubio Voted in Favor of Establishing a Task Force on School Funding and Repealing the Current Formula for
School Funding. On May 5, 2000, Rubio voted in favor of establishing a task force on school funding and repealing the
existing formula for school funding. According to the Florida Times-Union, “The bill, which the Senate approved 37-0
yesterday, would set up a task force to recommend an overhaul in the way the state pays for public schools. Backers say the
bill could lead to changes in what is an annual political battle over the state’s current formula for funding schools. For years,
lawmakers have tried to tweak the formula to help their local school districts receive more money.[…] The formula, adopted
in the 1970s, looks at factors such as enrollments and costs of living in deciding how much money should go to school
districts each year. […] Horne’s plan calls for the 15-member task force to make recommendations to the governor and
Legislature in 2002. It also would repeal the current formula in 2004, giving lawmakers time to consider the recommendations
and approve a new funding system.” [HB 0701 - Related to Public School Funding; Florida Times-Union, 5/4/00]
Rubio Voted for Transferring Funds from Taxes to Schools. On May 5, 2000, Rubio voted for the bill that transfers
62.3% of the funds generated by part C intangible tax from the Intangible Tax Trust Fund to the School District Capital
Outlay Trust Fund. These funds will be distributed to school districts which previously collected a school impact fee in an
amount equal to what was collected from the school impact fee during the 1999-2000 fiscal year. According to The Miami
Herald, “After forcing developers to ante up millions of dollars, a cost they passed along to new-home buyers, Miami-Dade,
Broward and 13 other fast-growing Florida counties may see those fees replaced with money from mortgage taxes paid by
home buyers [...] a bill designed to eliminate school impact fees, which were implemented to relieve crowded classrooms in
areas where new homes are built. Some school districts have relied on the fees to help build schools and get land for new
buildings. The controversial proposal by Rep. Carlos Lacasa, R-Miami, would replace the more than $70 million collected
statewide in impact fees last year with about $125 million in taxes, which would be taken from the state’s general revenue and
put into a special education trust fund. The money would then be distributed to the 15 counties, based on the amount they got
in impact fees last year and on a formula. The counties would get at least as much as they got last year. [Miami Herald
4/17/00; 22. HB 2179 - Relating to School District Revenue; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/17/00]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Requiring a Specific Percentage of Funds Generated by a School to be Allocated to that
School. On May 1, 2000, Rubio voted in favor of requiring a specific percentage of funds generated by a school to be
allocated to that school. Specifically, the bill would create the Equity in School-Level Funding Act that would direct school
boards to allocate a certain percentage of funds generated by a school based upon the Florida Education Finance Program
(FEFP) to the school that generated those funds. The allocation methodology is phased in over a four-year period. Beginning
in the 2000-2001 fiscal year, school boards are directed to allocate to each school within the district at least 50 percent of the
funds generated by that school based upon the FEFP, including gross state and local funds, discretionary lottery funds, and
district operating discretionary millage levy. The percentage increases to 65 percent, 80 percent, and 95 percent, respectively,
over the next 3 fiscal years. Current law does not require a specific percentage of FEFP funds to be allocated to the schools
that generate those funds. [HB 2057 - Relating to Equity in School-Level Funding Act; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 3/24/00]

Higher Education
FEDERAL POLICY
Rubio Co-Sponsored The American Dream Accounts Act Of 2012. Senator Coons, “Filling the gap of opportunity by
connecting students, teachers, parents, and mentors and creating a new generation of higher education achievers is something
we can and should do to help create a competitive economy and workforce for the future. That is why today I am introducing
the American Dream Accounts Act of 2012. This legislation encourages partnerships between schools, colleges, local
nonprofits, and businesses to develop secure, Web-based, individual, portable student accounts that contain information about
each student’s academic preparedness, financial literacy, connects them to high-impact mentoring, and is tied to a college
savings account. Instead of having each of these different resources be available to students separately, it connects them across
existing silos and across existing education programs at the State and Federal level and, by connecting across these different
silos, deploys a powerful new tool and resource for students, teachers, parents, and mentors. This bill is a modest but I think
powerful step toward helping more students of all income levels and backgrounds access, afford, and complete a college

education. And I am grateful to Senator Rubio of Florida and to Senator Bingaman of New Mexico in joining me as original
cosponsors of this innovative solution.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 122, 3/15/12]
Rubio Supported Paying College Athletes. “‘Obviously, it is very sad to see what is happening with the young athletes over
at the University of Miami,’ Rubio said. ‘I think the NCAA carries a lot of blame of what is going on.” He went on to say,
‘You have this multi-, hundred-million-dollar industry that is NCAA football, and their No. 1 employee is the players, who
play for free.’ ‘Some of these kids go play on Saturday nights in front of 80,000 people and make the universities and the
NCAA hundreds of millions of dollars, and then that night they don’t even have enough money to go to McDonalds,’ Rubio
said. ‘So, I think they’ve got to figure out some changes in the rules because what they are doing right now is unfair to the kids.
I think the kids are responsible for the mistakes they made, but I think the NCAA is being hypocritical as well in its approach
to all of this.’” [WPLG, 8/19/11]

STATE POLICY
Rubio Voted for a Ten-Year Postsecondary Education Plan. On May 2, 2008, Rubio voted for a new ten-year
postsecondary education plan. The bill would revise requirements for the Board of Governors to set standards for resident to
nonresident tuition ratios and associated fees, and exempts universities from property taxes. According to the Associated
Press, “A wide-ranging bill passed by the House late Friday night that makes several changes to the law dealing with
universities has this provision, hated by 7th-year seniors everywhere: Students who have more than 120 percent of the credit
hours they need to get their degree will pay extra for classes…. One other major part of the bill could allow two more
universities to charge a tuition add-on that currently is charged by the largest research universities in the state. That could
mean that tuition could be increased by up to 30 percent at the University of Central Florida in Orlando and Florida
International University in Miami if they hit certain research grant thresholds. The increase would allow the hiring of more
faculty and counselors and let the schools reduce class size.” [Associated Press, 4/19/08; CS/CS/HB 745 – Postsecondary
Education; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/15/08]
Rubio Said That There Can Be “Valid Debates On Darwin”; But That Evolution/Creationism Issue Applies To
Higher Education. “This week’s private screening of a controversial evolution documentary by pop culture icon Ben Stein
was a subdued affair, with a handful of lawmakers, including Tampa Rep. Kevin Ambler, attending the downtown event and
no protesters showing up. But a short walk away in the Capitol, Brandon Sen. Ronda Storms and fellow Republican Rep. Alan
Hays are proposing legislation that promises to keep alive the evolution vs. creationism debate that engulfed the State Board of
Education in recent months. The ‘Academic Freedom Act’ would give K-12 public school teachers ‘the affirmative right and
freedom’ to present the ‘full range’ of scientific views regarding biological and chemical evolution. Other lawmakers wonder
whether students in grade school are mature enough to take in and really comprehend alternative theories like creationism or
intelligent design. House Speaker Marco Rubio said there can be ‘valid debates on Darwin.’ But he said there’s a reason
teachers are held to a standard curriculum for K-12. ‘It seems to me the movie and the issue applies more in the higher
education setting,’ Rubio said.” [St. Petersburg Times, 3/14/08]
Rubio Voted for Changes to the Postsecondary Education System. On October 29, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that
would mandate a study to look into methods used to project future enrollment, conduct a review of the cataloged courses in
the statewide course number system that allows for the transfer of credits, publish online the catalog of courses and their
transferable equivalents, and conduct a study to look for more standardized tests that can be used to gain transferrable credits.
[CS/HB 7147 - Postsecondary Education; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/13/07]
Rubio Stated That State Government Stigmatized “The Non-University” Route Of Education. “When state Rep.
Marco Rubio spoke at the University of Florida last week, he said that while there was much to commend a college education,
it isn’t for everyone. The Coral Gables Republican clearly felt it was important to underscore a point that should be completely
obvious: that Florida should pay more attention to vocational education, which has often been a neglected stepchild. ‘We have
stigmatized the non-university route,’ said Mr. Rubio, who’s in line to become the next Florida House speaker.” [Tallahassee
Democrat, 2/12/06]
Rubio Voted to Establish University Board of Governors. On May 27, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that establishes the
Board of Governors as a body corporate comprised of: 14 members appointed by the Governor and subject to confirmation
by the Senate. According to the Associated Press, the bill “establishes the new university Board of Governors - the result of
another voter-approved amendment. That measure also caps university presidents’ salaries at $225,000 from public funds and

lets universities charge a nonrefundable admissions deposit of up to $200 to offset the cost of processing applications. The
money is applied to the students’ tuition once they enroll.” [Associated Press, 6/6/03; HB 51A - State Universities; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 5/14/03]
Rubio Voted for More Diversity Among Community College Instructors. On April 24, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that
would increase the standards for diversity for community college instructors on tenure-like continuing contracts. The old
standards required community colleges to hire instructors at a rate that matched or exceed the diversity in the qualified
employment pool, the new standards require community colleges simply exceed them. [HB 1403 – Community College
Employment Equity Accountability Program; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/15/03]
Rubio Voted in Favor of School Code Overhaul Ending Social Promotion of Students and Giving Universities More
Autonomy. On May 2, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of a school code overhaul ending the social promotion of students and
giving universities more autonomy among other things. According to the Sun Sentinel, “School boards will have more time to
replace aging portable classrooms but will no longer have the final say on creating new charter schools. Students will get more
character education in public schools, but if they can’t read at grade level, they won’t be promoted. State universities, for the
first time, will have the authority to start new degree programs and set their own budgets. […] The legislation finishes an
overhaul of school governance Bush pushed through the Legislature in 2000 that replaced the Board of Regents with
individual trustee boards at each state university and put all levels of education under a single statewide board appointed by the
governor. The overhaul was based on a 1998 constitutional amendment approved by voters that called for the education
commissioner to become a gubernatorial appointment, rather than an elected position, and the state Board of Education, now
composed of the elected state Cabinet, to be a separate entity. […] At 1,776 pages, the rewritten code is the largest bill ever
considered by the legislature, even though it streamlines 19 chapters of law into 14 chapters, shrinking the document from its
current 5,000 pages, which were approved on a piecemeal basis since 1941. Although codifying Bush’s education overhaul was
the impetus for rewriting the education laws, legislators used the opportunity to change many other provisions. The code
revision also gives the Florida Board of Education final say on new charter schools, ends social promotion of elementary
school students and gives school boards more flexibility to spend state funds. House Democrats complained that overall, the
new school code will diminish local control of public schools. […] A dispute over the addition of a “basic religious freedoms”
section -- which some senators contend would have expanded religious expression in public schools -- and language that
weakened a ban on guns on school property killed the code revisions on the Senate floor on the last day of the special session.
The legislation approved by the House and Senate this week removes the language on religious expression and guns.” [SB
0020E - Relating to Education; Sun-Sentinel, 5/3/02]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Abolishing the Florida Board of Regents and Replacing it with Governor Appointees. On
May 5, 2000, Rubio voted in favor of abolishing the Florida Board of Regents and replacing them with people university
boards appointed by the governor. According to the Tampa Tribune, “[Republicans] were more successful in the education
arena, especially in seizing control of higher education, which many lawmakers have complained is unresponsive to their
direction. The state Board of Regents, a 14-member panel that governs Florida’s 10 public universities, is likely to be
eliminated by 2003. In its place will be a super board and education czar to oversee everything from preschool to graduate
school. Each university will have its own board of trustees appointed by the governor, which critics say will even further
politicize higher education issues.” [HB 2263 - Relating to Education Governance Reorganization; Tampa Tribune, 5/6/00]

State Funding

Rubio Voted For Budget Cuts and Tuition Hikes. On May 1, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that provides moneys for
annual period beginning July 1, 2008, & ending June 30, 2009, to pay salaries, & other expenses, capital outlay - buildings, &
other improvements, & for other specified purposes of various agencies of state government. According to the St. Petersburg
Times, “for universities and community colleges, they are recommending a 6 percent tuition hike for Florida undergraduates
that Crist says he will approve for fall 2008. Meanwhile, a ‘differential tuition’ approved last year for the University of South
Florida will allow officials to charge up to 30 percent more to new undergraduates on the main campus. UF, Florida State
University and likely the University of Central Florida and Florida International University also will be able to charge a
differential. The revenue will help universities that lost tens of millions of dollars because of the state budget deficit, but
college classrooms will be more crowded and the course offerings more scarce.” The St. Petersburg Times adds, “Everglades
Budget appropriates $50 million, half of last year’s total.” [HB 5001 – Appropriations; St. Petersburg Times, 5/4/08; Florida
House of Representatives]
Rubio Was Skeptical That Enough Money Existed For Florida International University’s Medical School To Open.
“Florida International University wants to open South Florida’s first public medical school as early as 2006, but a key state
legislator warns that the budget might now allow for it. But state Rep. Marco Rubio, a Miami Republican in line to become

speaker of the House in 2006, expressed early skepticism. He had not seen details of the FIU proposal. ‘It would be great, but
it’s a real tough sell,’ Rubio said. ‘It’s not like we have bags of money lying around.’ [The Miami Herald, 11/18/03]
Rubio Voted for Stewardship Rights for New Catholic University Community. On April 23, 2004, Rubio voted for the
bill that creates the Ave Maria Stewardship Community District within Collier County for the purpose of providing
community development systems, facilities, services, projects, improvements, and infrastructure to the area surrounding Ave
Maria University. According to the Palm Beach Post, “A billionaire fast-food mogul and his plans to build a world-class
Catholic university in rural Southwest Florida have been blessed by the legislature, giving developers special new powers to
oversee a university town. Ave Maria University, with its $240 million initial phase and 60,000-square-foot church with seating
for up to 3,500 worshipers, is on track to open in rural Collier County 5 miles south of Immokalee in the fall of 2006.
Lawmakers made sure of that Wednesday by giving final passage to a measure that creates the Ave Maria Stewardship
Community District, sending it off to the governor. Domino’s Pizza founder Tom Monaghan, the former owner of the
Detroit Tigers, is working with developers at the Barron Collier Co. to realize his dream, which he hopes will lead to a
resurgence in traditional Catholic values. […] The legislation gives a five-member board the authority to raise taxes, borrow
money by issuing tax-free bonds and ‘eminent domain’ powers to condemn private land. One of the most controversial
provisions gives property owners the right to install governing board members based on the principle of one-vote per acre.”
[Palm Beach Post, 4/30/04; HB 1625 - Ave Maria Stewardship Community District, Collier County; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/8/04]

STUDENT TUITION, FEES, & FINANCIAL AID
Tuition/Fee Increases
Rubio’s Passed 2008 Budget Included A 6% Hike In State Tuition. “Rep. Ray Sansom, R-Destin, and Sen. Lisa Carlton,
R-Osprey, signed off on the budget deal at 4 p.m. without leaving any issues on the table for the GOP leaders, House Speaker
Marco Rubio of West Miami and Senate President Ken Pruitt of Port St. Lucie, to resolve. The last-minute agreement includes
a 5 percent pay increase for state troopers and a 5 percent pay cut for legislators. The budget includes a 6 percent hike in
community college and university tuition.” [Palm Beach Post, 4/28/08]
Rubio Voted for Budget Cuts and Tuition Hikes. On May 1, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that provides moneys for
annual period beginning July 1, 2008, & ending June 30, 2009, to pay salaries, & other expenses, capital outlay - buildings, &
other improvements, & for other specified purposes of various agencies of state government. According to the St. Petersburg
Times, “for universities and community colleges, they are recommending a 6 percent tuition hike for Florida undergraduates
that Crist says he will approve for fall 2008. Meanwhile, a ‘differential tuition’ approved last year for the University of South
Florida will allow officials to charge up to 30 percent more to new undergraduates on the main campus. UF, Florida State
University and likely the University of Central Florida and Florida International University also will be able to charge a
differential. The revenue will help universities that lost tens of millions of dollars because of the state budget deficit, but
college classrooms will be more crowded and the course offerings more scarce.” The St. Petersburg Times adds, “Everglades
Budget appropriates $50 million, half of last year’s total.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/4/08; HB 5001 – Appropriations; Florida
House of Representatives]
The Rubio Backed Budget Included A Five Percent Tuition Hike. On the budget that was passed during the October
special session, “Here’s what has been agreed to by both the House and Senate: A 5 percent tuition hike in January for all
community college and university students.” [The Miami Herald, 10/6/07]
Rubio Voted to Cut Spending by Making Tuition Increases Permanent. On October 12, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill
that would make permanent a tuition hike from a previous bill (SB 2C). “Florida’s budget could shrink by about $1.1 billion
and college students may pay higher tuition due to legislation passed Friday in response to a shortfall in tax revenue blamed
mainly on a housing slump,” the Associated Press reported. The bill “would make the [5% tuition] increase permanent and
then require automatic annual increases linked to inflation, which has been running at about 3 percent. […] The measure also
would allow university boards of trustees to add a fee to pay for computers and other technology of up to 5 percent of tuition
starting in the 2009-10 school year.” [CS/SB 8C – Tuition and Fees for Higher Education [FPCC]; Associated Press State and
Local Wire, 10/12/07]

Rubio Voted In Favor Of Financial Aid For First In Their Family College Students. On May 4, 2006, Rubio voted in
favor of financial aid for college students who are the first in their family to attend a four year college. According to the Tampa
Tribune, “The Legislature voted to spend $6.5 million on financial aid for students who are the first in their families to attend
a four-year college.” [HB 795 – Student Financial Assistance; Tampa Tribune, 5/7/06]
Rubio Voted to Change Scholarship Program. On May 4, 2006, Rubio voted for the bill that makes several changes to
provide for fiscal and academic accountability in the John M. McKay Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program and
the Corporate Tax Credit Scholarship Program. The bill redefines the criteria for students who are eligible to participate in the
program, including providing for the eligibility of students from the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind and students
who participated in Department of Juvenile Justice commitment programs the previous year. According to the Pam Beach
Post, “the state never required sufficient financial and academic oversight for schools taking McKay vouchers. Post reporters
have found home-schoolers misusing McKay vouchers for which they didn’t qualify. Non-existent oversight and resulting
scandals also have been a problem for schools taking vouchers paid for by corporate donations, for which the donors received
a dollar-for-dollar tax break. About 14,000 low-income students are getting corporate vouchers this year. Lax standards pose a
fundamental legal problem for the voucher programs.” [Palm Beach Post, 5/13/06; CS/CS/SB 256 – Scholarship Program
Accountability; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/18/06]
Rubio Voted for University Tuition Hike. On May 2, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that provides for a tuition differential
to be established by the Board of Governors for certain universities with a cap of 30% or 40% depending on classification of
the institution. The University Board of Trustees of a university which has been authorized by the Board of Governors to
charge a tuition differential may establish a tuition differential lower than the maximum authorized by the Board of
Governors. According to the Palm Beach Post, the “bill that would allow Florida State University and the University of
Florida to charge fees amounting to 40 percent of base tuition - as long as it didn’t exceed a 15 percent increase over tuition
fees from the previous year. The University of South Florida could charge fees that equal 30 percent of tuition. For most
students, that could mean an additional $221 in out-of-pocket fees next year at UF and FSU and $170 at USF.” [Palm Beach
Post, 5/3/07; CS/SB 1710 – State University Student Fees; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/24/11]
Rubio Voted for Control Over State University System Tuition. On March 29, 2005, Rubio voted for the bill that defines
the constitutional duties of the Board of Governors of the State University System and the Legislature with respect to
operation of the State University System. According to the Tampa Tribune, the “bill giving state lawmakers the power to set
university tuition passed the House of Representatives by a wide margin Tuesday, the latest development in a tug of war for
control of Florida’s public universities. The bill, sponsored by Rep. Dudley Goodlette, R-Naples, would leave the state Board
of Governors with most of the authority it has exercised since its inception in 2002. For example, the board would retain the
power to approve new degree programs and establish an overall strategic plan for the university system. The bill, which passed
the House on a 97-17 vote, would strip the Board of Governors of the power to set tuition and fees.” [Tampa Tribune,
3/30/05; HB 1001 – Governance of the State University System; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/9/05]
Rubio Voted for Raising University Athletic Fees. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that bill authorizes a state
university that changes athletic competitive divisions to increase the athletic fee to defray the costs associated with changing
divisions. The bill provides that the increase in the athletic fee is exempt from the 40 percent cap that limits the amount of the
activity and service, health, and athletic fees that a university can charge its students to 40 percent of tuition. According to the
Associated Press, “the bill is designed to specifically help Florida Atlantic, Florida International and the University of North
Florida raise money for their planned moves to higher NCAA levels. The schools would use the money for the additional
scholarships and travel requirements necessary to compete at the higher levels. Florida Atlantic and Florida International are
both moving from the Division I-AA to the Division I-A, the highest division the NCAA offers, in football. North Florida is
in the planning and investigative process of moving from Division II to Division I. State universities generated $47.2 million
this academic year from athletic fees.” [Associated Press, 6/23/04; SB 2810 - University Students Athletic Fees; Florida Senate
Staff Analysis, 4/7/04]
Rubio Voted to Revise Provisions Related to Determination of a Students Residency Status for Tuition Purposes.
On May 27, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that revises provisions relating to the determination of a student’s residency status
for tuition purposes. The bill ties the statutorily-required minimum 12-month residency period to the student’s initial
enrollment in a Florida postsecondary institution. The bill restores the Uniform Management of Institutional Funds Act
(UMIFA) to the Florida Statutes. UMIFA provides national guidelines for educational institutions in executing their fiduciary
responsibilities in the investment and expenditure of permanent endowment funds. The bill also amends the section of
statutes relating to the Trust Fund for University Major Gifts, by updating terminology to reflect the creation of the Board of

Governors, and by capping state matching for gifts. [HB 49 A - Education; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
5/14/03]
Rubio Voted for Creating a Grant Program for Students at For-profit Colleges. On May 1, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill
that creates the Access to Better Learning and Education Grant Program. The program would provide grants to Florida
residents attending school at a for-profit college in state. According to the Sarasota Herald- Tribune, “At a time when
legislators have considered cutting back on the Bright Futures scholarship, the state has created a new financial aid program
that could compete for limited dollars available for college students. On Monday, Gov. Jeb Bush signed the legislation, which
would allow students of for-profit colleges to qualify for state assistance, regardless of their ability to pay. The measure was
pushed primarily by Keiser College, the Fort Lauderdale-based college that has campuses across the state, including Sarasota
and Lakeland. The main lobbyist for the college was J.M. ‘Mac’ Stipanovich, a well-connected Republican who was Bush’s
campaign manager in his unsuccessful 1994 campaign for governor and was chief of staff for former Gov. Bob Martinez.
There’s no money in this year’s budget for the program, ‘Access to Better Learning and Education.’ But one of the sponsors
of the law conceded that supporters of for-profit colleges will return to the Legislature and ask for money in the future…. This
year, 162 undergraduates at both Keiser and South University in West Palm Beach would qualify for the grant program. A
Senate estimate is that the program would cost the state about $435,000 in its first year. But that figure could shoot up if
legislators open the program to students seeking two-year degrees at Keiser. The cost could also increase in future years
because the measure signed by Bush would also open up financial assistance to students attending out-of-state schools that
have campuses in Florida. The provision appears aimed at helping the University of Phoenix, which offers courses online and
at four campuses. Lobbyists for the University of Phoenix include former Republican Party of Florida chairman Van Poole
and Georgia McKeown, a former top aide to Education Commissioner Jim Horne.” [Sarasota Herald- Tribune, 6/4/03; SB
638 – Student Tuition Assistance; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/10/03]
Rubio Voted for Ending Scholarship Testing. On April 29, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that repeals the Bright Futures
Scholarship testing requirement. According to the Sun-Sentinel, “When state legislators suggested making Bright Futures
scholarship recipients try to test out of entry-level classes, the idea was billed as a way to save students time and the state up to
$32 million a year. But after less than a year of enforcing the requirement, colleges and some legislators are suggesting it has
yielded little except new bills -- at a time when legislators are weighing significant cuts to the scholarship program itself in the
interest of saving money. The state expects to spend about $6 million this school year on fees for more than 98,000 required
tests, according to Florida Board of Education figures. Meanwhile, some state-supported universities and community colleges
have spent additional money -- in at least one case, about $500,000 -- upgrading campus testing centers to accommodate the
sudden demand. But students are passing only 22 percent of the tests, according to the Board of Education, and those who do
can choose simply to take another class instead of graduating earlier.” [CS/SB 354 - Bright Futures Scholarship Program; SunSentinel, 4/21/03]
Rubio Supported A House Budget That Would Increase Tuition At Florida Universities By 12%, Fired Hundreds Of
State Employees, Allowed The Full House To Vote On A Measure TO Allow Voters To Vote On A Year 2000
Mandate For High-Speed Rail, and Cut The Truth Antismoking Program. “A fall-off in sales tax revenues exacerbated
by a war-dampened tourism industry has led to a bleak House proposal: University students would pay up to 12 percent more
next year in tuition. Bright Futures scholarships will remain but won’t cover any tuition increase. Hundreds of state employees
will lose their jobs, including Friday’s cuts of 74 communications staff members with other state agencies. The House
Appropriations Committee made the cuts, even as the House speaker’s office added 13 communications employees this year.
Democrats said they would offer amendments next week trimming the staffs of Gov. Jeb Bush and House Speaker Johnnie
Byrd, R-Plant City. The committee also agreed to let the full House vote on a bill that would make voters reconsider their
2000 vote mandating a high-speed rail system. Other cuts in the House proposal hit the Legislature’s watchdog oversight
agency, the Truth antismoking campaign and the circulating collection of the state library. About $600 million set aside for,
among other things, a low-income home-buyers assistance program and road-building, was reallocated by the House to pay for
day-to-day needs. House Majority Leader Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, compared the $52 billion budget blueprint to ‘a root
canal. You don’t want one. But you need one.’” [Tamp Tribune, 3/29/03]

Financial Aid
Rubio Voted for GOP Version of Student Loan Rate Extension Plan. On May 24, 2012, Rubio voted for a Alexander, RTenn., substitute amendment that would extend, for one year, a 3.4 percent interest rate on certain federally subsidized,
undergraduate student loans. It would be offset by repealing the Prevention and Public Health Fund established by the 2010
health care overhaul law and rescinding unobligated amounts in the fund. According to Congressional Quarterly Today, “The
Senate on Thursday rejected competing versions of legislation that would prevent an increase in student loan interest rates,

leaving the two parties in a standoff over how to finance a plan to avert the hike. The chamber turned back Democratic and
Republican proposals that would both extend the 3.4 percent interest rate on certain federally-backed student loans for one
year and thus postpone a scheduled doubling of the rate on July 1. Neither plan garnered the 60 affirmative votes needed to
advance, an outcome Majority Leader Harry Reid predicted hours before the votes. […] The Senate first rejected 34-62 a
GOP-favored proposal that would pay for the patch by eliminating a preventive health care fund in the 2010 health law (PL
111-148, PL 111-152). The GOP version, offered as an amendment to the underlying Democratic bill (S 2343), matches the
language of standalone measures (S 2366, HR 4628) introduced by Republicans in both chambers.” [Roll Call 112, S 2343,
05/24/2012; Congressional Quarterly Today, 5/24/12]
Rubio Voted to Kill Bill Freezing Student Loan Interest Rates for One More Year. Rubio voted against invoking cloture
on a motion to proceed to a bill extending student loan interest rates at 3.4 percent for one additional year. According to
Congressional Quarterly Today, “Senators voted, 52-45, against invoking cloture on a motion to take up a bill (S 2343) to
extend reduced student loan interest rates for about 7.4 million borrowers. Reid’s proposal would offset the almost $6 billion
cost of a one-year extension of the current 3.4 percent interest rate on federal Stafford loans by eliminating a tax preference
for S corporations, which are companies that pass their income, losses, deductions and credits through to shareholders for
federal tax purposes.” [Roll Call 89, S 2343, 05/08/2012; Congressional Quarterly Today, 5/8/12]
PolitiFact: Rubio’s Claim That Democrats Plan On Student Loan Rates Would Raise Taxes On Small Businesses
Was Rated “False.” According to the Tampa Bay Times, “Republicans in the Senate voted down a bill from Democrats last
week. In explaining his ‘no’ vote, U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, said the Democratic bill would raise taxes on small
businesses. ‘As someone with a student loan and with a state with so many people with student loans, I support a hundred
percent making sure that the interest rates on student loans do not go up,’ Rubio said. ‘I cannot support the way the
Democrats want to do it, however, because they want to do it by raising taxes on small businesses, very small businesses. The
kinds of small businesses that give jobs to graduates who not only need low interest rates but need jobs in order to pay their
student loans’…Rubio’s statement gives the impression that all kinds of mom-and-pop operations might be subject to new,
additional taxes, when actually the bill is aimed squarely at high-income professionals. The bill’s intent was to close a loophole
on people who were avoiding payroll taxes, taxes that they’re supposed to be paying anyway. We rate Rubio’s statement False.”
[PolitiFact, Tampa Bay Times, 5/14/12]
Rubio Voted Against Continuing Debate On Student Loan Rates And On Twitter Said It Was Surreal To Listen To
His Colleagues About Student Loans Because He Was “Maybe” The Only Senator Paying Them. According to the
Miami Herald, “Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., was among the Senate Republicans blocking a Democratic-led effort to freeze
student loan rates. By a 52 to 45 vote, with Sen. Olympia Snowe, R-Maine, voting ‘present,’ the Senate fell eight votes short of
the number needed to cut off the debate and move forward. Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., voted for moving forward with debate.
Republicans objected because Democrats wanted to close a tax loophole to fund the plan. The House of Representatives has
passed legislation to freeze the rate, which would double to 6.8 percent July 1 if nothing is done. But Democrats disliked the
GOP-authored House plan because it cut money for health care. Rubio took to social media to explain his vote, saying this on
Twitter: ‘As maybe only Sen paying a #studentloan surreal listening to Dem colleagues lecture me on #studentloandebt.’
Rubio said he supports ‘a hundred percent making sure that the interest rates on student loans do not go up,’ but doesn’t
support the Democratic plan.” [Miami Herald, Naked Politics Blog, 5/8/12]
In An Op-Ed, Rubio Blamed The Affordable Care Act For The Increase In Student Loan Rates. In an op-ed Rubio
wrote, “This week, Washington will shift its attention to the issue of student loans. Unless Congress acts, interest rates on new
subsidized Stafford college loans will soon double from 3.4 percent to 6.8 percent. Fortunately, there is a solution to this, but
its primary obstacle will be election year politics. The issue will test President Obama and how badly he wants to exploit rising
student loan debt for his own political gain. Congress should prevent the loan rate hike and pay for it by targeting the very
root of this increase – a provision in the 2010 federal health care law that raids student aid to the tune of $9 billion in order to
“pay for” other parts of ObamaCare. Since this problem is of President Obama’s own making, we should clean up this latest
ObamaCare mess by ending this slush fund and applying the savings to prevent the upcoming rate increase.” [Marco Rubio,
Fox News, 5/8/12]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Restricting Universities from Providing Students with F-1 or M1-1 Visas Financial Aid. On
May 2, 2005, Rubio voted in favor of prohibiting a public university or community college from providing any student holding
an F-1 or M-1 visa with financial assistance from state funds appropriated directly or indirectly to the institution or tuition or
fee revenues generated by Florida residents. The funds would be redirected to provide need based financial assistance to
Florida residents. F-1 and M-1 visas are granted to non-immigrant students who can demonstrate they are maintaining a

residence abroad they do not intend to give up. [HB 21 - Student Financial Assistance; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 4/19/05]
Rubio Called A Group Of Students Who Targeted The Florida’s House Attempt To Cut Scholarship Money A
“Shady Group Of Political Thugs.” The Florida House, targeted by students in blistering radio ads for cutting scholarships,
is striking back by calling the students ‘a shady group of political thugs.’ The counterattack was organized by House Majority
Leader Marco Rubio, R-Coral Gables. It includes e-mail to all 81 House Republicans and talking points to use with
constituents who ask about the ads. ‘This group falsely claims the Florida House is proposing cuts to scholarship programs,
children’s health care and affordable housing. Nothing could be further from the truth,’ a talking point says. ‘Somebody is
spending hundreds of thousands of dollars in untraceable money to convince the House to vote for something we were
already going to vote for.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 4/25/03]

Bright Future Scholars
Rubio Believed That Both Parties Supported Education, Lauded The Increase In Funding To Lottery-Based
Scholarships That Preserved The Bright Futures Scholarship Program. “State Rep. Marco Rubio, a Miami Republican
and majority leader in the House, put out a statement praising lawmakers of both parties and both chambers ‘for their
dedicated work to preserve Bright Futures for Florida children.’ Rubio pointed out that the funding for the lottery-based
scholarships increased by almost $17 million to $236 million. [The Associated Press, 9/29/03]
Rubio Supported A Budget That Considered Forcing Bright Futures Scholarship Recipients To Pay For The Rising
Cost Of Tuition. “When state legislators met for a series of budget cuts in 2001, some called the Bright Futures Scholarship
program a ‘financial monster.’ Its growing costs were gobbling up significant portions of state education spending at a time
when programs for senior citizens and lower-income residents were being slashed. During the special session, caps on the
program were sought -- yet none was able to pass. Now, in a session when legislators are grappling with pricey class-size and
high-speed rail amendments, House members are proposing a plan that levels out spending on the lottery-funded program in
their overall state budget proposal. Under the plan, college students could be forced to pick up the rising cost of tuition. So
any additional costs for classes over this year’s would need to be paid out of students’ pocketbooks rather than just being
shuffled over to Bright Futures. The change could cost college students up to $ 120 for a full load of classes starting in August,
if tuition is raised 7.5 percent even for students with the highest scholarship level. At a meeting of top ranking House
Republican leaders yesterday, Majority Leader Marco Rubio of Miami said many of the differences are in the two budgets
because the Senate’s plan is just a scare tactic and a product of politicking. He said the Senate is attempting to maximize the
amount of pain to Floridians, so there will be a public push for possibly allowing expanded gambling. House leaders have shot
down any attempts at raising additional state monies through gambling. ‘The leaders of the Florida Senate have chosen to hold
the budget process hostage to slots and taxes,’ Rubio said. [Florida Times-Union, 3/25/03]
Rubio Filed HB 1275 That Speed The Bright Futures Scholars Through College By Expanding The Use Of
Placement Tests And Opening Up A Lucrative Market For Internet Testing Companies. “Tallahassee lobbyist Stephen
MacNamara, who resigned as chief of staff of the Florida House in 2000 facing ethics charges, has been crafting a key piece of
legislation for House Speaker Tom Feeney. As late as February, MacNamara was working on a controversial bill designed to
speed Bright Futures scholars through college by expanding the use of placement tests and opening up a lucrative market for
Internet testing companies, according to records obtained by The Palm Beach Post. Feeney, who considers the legislation a
priority, said parents and the state would save money through faster college graduation rates. Critics are wary of a provision
that would give students a $50 bonus for passing the state-financed exams, at a cost to taxpayers of as much as $9 million.
Another provision requires the Department of Education to contract with private vendors for online testing. According to the
e-mails, on Jan. 10 a House staff director sent a message to MacNamara indicating that she was preparing to file his proposal
as a bill. ‘Steve, attached is a cleaned up version of what you just sent. It is in the form that can be taken to bill drafting,’ wrote
Pat Levesque, staff director of the House Council for Lifelong Learning. In other e-mails, Levesque asked MacNamara about
key components of the legislation and asked Paul Hawkes, Feeney’s chief of staff, whether MacNamara had found a Senate
sponsor. Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Coral Gables, said he filed the bill after being approached by Hawkes, and he supports the
concept. ‘Obviously it was a top priority of the speaker’s office,’ Rubio said.” [Palm Beach Post, 4/4/02]
Rubio Bright Futures Scholars Bill, A Priority During The 2002 Session, Failed. “Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, has been
working nearly all session to require Bright Futures scholars to take at least five placement exams, offering college credit and $
50 for every passing grade. But a Senate companion to Rubio’s bill, which was passed in the House on Monday, never
surfaced. Because there was no companion bill already circulating in the Senate, Senate leaders would have had to do Rubio
the favor of waiving several procedural rules in order to allow the full body to take a vote. Yesterday afternoon, Rubio said he

wasn’t too sour that one of his pet projects wouldn’t become law this session. ‘It’s a priority, but bills die every session,’ he
said. ‘Sometimes it takes two or three years for some bills to become law.’ Rubio said if he is re-elected this fall, he will
reintroduce his Bright Futures bill next year.” [Florida Times-Union, 3/22/02]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Extending Eligibility of Bright Futures Scholarships. On February 27, 2002, Rubio voted in
favor of a bill changing the starting date for a Bright Futures Scholarship to allow a student to begin a scholarship at any time
within seven years from high school graduation. The bill also allows students who enter the military within seven years of high
school graduation an additional seven years to use their Bright Futures Scholarship when they end active military duty. The bill
allows students who qualify for Bright Futures and go to one of the United States military service academies to use the Bright
Futures Scholarship at those institutions. The bill retroactively provides scholarships to students who qualified for Bright
Futures since its inception and who went to one of the five United States military academies. According to the Associated
Press, the bill would have “Given Bright Futures scholarships to Floridians at out-of-state military academies and extended the
deadline for all students to apply from three to seven years after high school.” [Associated Press, 3/23/02; HB 0459 - Relating
to Bright Futures Scholarship Program; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 11/19/01]

No Child Left Behind and Testing
Op-Ed: Rubio Challenged The U.S. Department Of Education On Waivers For States, Believed That States Would
Still Have To Follow Administration Preferred Policies. George Will wrote, “Many Americans, having grown accustomed
to Caesarism, probably see magnanimity in that front-page headline. Others, however, read it as redundant evidence of how
distorted American governance has become. A president “gives” states a “voice” in education policy concerning grades K
through 12? How did this quintessential state and local responsibility become tethered to presidential discretion? In a letter to
Duncan, Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., says the rule of law is at risk: ‘NCLB allows the secretary to grant waivers for existing
provisions under the law, but nowhere does the law authorize waivers in exchange for the adoption of administrationpreferred policies.’ Furthermore, Rubio writes, the waivers ‘would entail states having to adopt a federally approved ‘college
and career ready’ curriculum: either the national Common Core curriculum standards, or another federally approved
equivalent.’ Rubio says: ‘Such activities are unacceptable; they violate three existing laws’ that ‘prohibit the federal government
from creating or prescribing a national curriculum.’” [George Will, Washington Post, 9/30/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio Said that The Obama Administration Did Not Have The Right To Force States To Adhere To The
Administration’s Reform. “At issue is U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan’s decision last month to unilaterally override
an unrealistic requirement in the No Child Left Behind Act that all U.S. students -- 100 percent -- read, write and do math at
grade level by next year. By the end of this school year, 80 percent of all American schools will be deemed ‘failing’ and subject
to reorganization. Then it gets worse. Duncan said he will grant waivers to states on one condition: The states must promise to
adopt a tougher core curriculum for college readiness. That would be a big net win for Brevard. Florida needs no additional
focus on the bottom one-third of achievers. College and career readiness is our crisis. But Rubio, R-West Miami, protested the
move, calling it unconstitutional in a letter to Duncan on Monday. A national curriculum is illegal, he said. ‘The executive
branch does not possess the authority to force states into compliance with administration reforms,’ Rubio said. ‘The
responsibility for legislating lies with Congress.’” [Florida Today, Matt Reed, 9/14/11]

IMPACT ON FLORIDA
Rubio Was Disappointed That His Influence Did Not Help “Loosen High School Graduation Standards For
Thousands Of Immigrants.” “Hispanic lawmakers who were confident their growing influence in the Republican Party
would help them loosen high school graduation standards for thousands of immigrants left the capital disappointed. To add to
their frustrations, two other measures that would have given Hispanic students a break on rising standards for Bright Futures
college scholarships and allow immigrant students to pay in-state tuition also died at session’s end. The most controversial
change would have allowed students who are not proficient in English to earn a high school diploma even if they fail the
Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test. The FCAT is the backbone of Bush’s education accountability reforms. New
standards take effect this year that require FCAT success for seniors to graduate - a change that is expected to prevent
thousands of students from getting a diploma this year. Rubio supported the in-state tuition proposal for immigrant students
but said his leadership remained fearful that the legislation would be a boon for illegal immigrants. A fellow Cuban-American
lawmaker, Rep. Gus Barreiro of Miami Beach, said even he worried the bill might help them. On the FCAT legislation, the
delegation’s biggest obstacle proved to be Bush.” [The Miami Herald, 5/4/03]

Rubio Voted in Favor of Parental Involvement in Education, Compliance with the No Child Left Behind Act. On
May 2, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of a bill, meant to comply with the No Child Left Behind Act, to provide parents with
information about their child’s educational progress and opportunities for parental involvement, as well as to provide a
framework for building and strengthening partnerships between parents, teachers, principals, district school superintendents,
and other personnel. Specifically, the Department of Education must develop guidelines for a parent guide and a specific
checklist and must establish a parent response center to help parents and families. District school boards must: adopt rules to
strengthen family involvement and family empowerment; submit a copy of the rules to the Department of Education; and
develop and disseminate a parent guide to successful student achievement, as well as a checklist of parental actions to
strengthen parental involvement and report cards must include a student’s performance or nonperformance at grade level. [SB
1522 – Student’s Education/Parent & Family; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/18/03]

Vouchers
The Economist Editorial: Numbers Did Not Add Up Regarding For Rubio’s “Universal Education Tax Deduction”
That Included Vouchers And Were Not Restricted To Low-Income Families. “One inherent limitation of the
newspaper campaign article is that it doesn’t often provide enough space to get into what candidates’ policy agendas actually
contain. So let’s get into specifics. Mr Rubio’s education policy is laid out in a 12-plank programme he unveiled last week. The
top item is essentially a national school voucher programme, which he calls a “Universal Education Tax Deduction”: ‘Ideally, a
dollar-for-dollar deduction or credit would be available to all taxpayers for educational expenses, including qualified tuition and
related expenses incurred by students attending primary, secondary, and post-secondary institutions, and certain expenses
related to home schooling and tutoring.’ Mike Thomas, the generally conservative political columnist at the Orlando Sentinel,
pointed out two problems here. The first is that, unlike Florida’s current voucher programmes, the credits don’t seem to be
restricted to low-income students. “What this amounts to, in effect, is a partial voucher to wealthier parents to send their kids
to private schools,” Mr Thomas wrote. The second is that it’s not clear whether the tax credits would be any good to lowincome parents who don’t itemise their deductions. Then comes the question of how Mr Rubio plans to pay for the vouchers:
“To fund this without contributing to the national deficit, we could reduce or eliminate a number of redundant education tax
provisions in current law that would generate about $7 billion annually.” It’s not clear what Mr Rubio means by “redundant”,
but this seems to mean that he wants to eliminate some tax breaks, and thus raise $7 billion more in taxes. It would be valuable
if Mr Rubio could explain which tax breaks he wants to scrap. In any case, $7 billion per year is a trifling amount of money in
the context of America’s total education budget. There are 55m students in primary and secondary education in America; 5.8
m of those students are enrolled in private primary and secondary schools. (Mr Rubio’s credits would apply to college as well.)
And the goal would presumably be to allow more students to transfer to private schools, if they so choose. Average privateschool tuition in 2007-8 was $8,550. (Religious schools are only moderately cheaper than average: average tuition at Catholic
high schools was $7,500.) So Mr Rubio’s $7 billion could, at best, provide a thousand-dollar tax break for those parents already
able to afford private-school tuition, or those at the margin who are almost able to do so. There isn’t enough money there to
allow low-income families who can’t currently afford to spend thousands of dollars per year on tuition to do so. [The
Economist, 8/24/10]
While He Was Speaker, Rubio Addressed The Pro-School Voucher Group All Children Matter In Jackson Hole,
Wyoming. “In another sign that he isn’t sitting back as term limits force him from office, House Speaker Marco Rubio
announced he’s to speak at a Wednesday dinner hosted by the voucher group All Children Matter in Jackson Hole, Wyoming.
All Children Matter is a nonprofit group funded heavily by the founding families of Wal-Mart (NYSE:WMT) and Amway.
And as its website shows, it readily accepts the moniker of “gunslinger” and will fire at any pol who gets in the way of the
school-choice movement. Miami Republican Sen. Alex Villalobos knows that all too well. The group’s Florida arm targeted
him in a 2006 ad for scuttling a proposed constitutional fix to a voucher program. Look for All Children Matter to get
involved in this year’s Florida elections now that two new constitutional fixes are on the November ballot.” [The Miami
Herald Naked Politics Blog, 7/7/08]
In 2008, Rubio Supported Vouchers Even Though The State Education Budget Was Being Cut. “Money to buy
textbooks, teacher training and after-school tutoring for struggling students is being cut from the state education budget this
year. At the same time, lawmakers are pushing to expand a voucher program that takes more money from local schools and
gives it to poor students to attend private or religious schools. Under a proposal being negotiated by House and Senate
education leaders, at least 5,000 more students would receive the vouchers next school year, at a cost of an extra $30 million a
year. Whether the program takes money from public schools is beside the point, said House Speaker Marco Rubio. ‘I don’t

think the purpose of the state is to fund schools,’ Rubio said. ‘I think it’s to fund children and their education, and empower
parents to put them in the setting where they can be most successful.’ The proposals would increase the amount of the
scholarship by $200 -- much-needed money for parents like Ulaini Porter, a single mother from Bradenton who uses a
scholarship to send her daughter, Valera, to Palmetto Christian Academy.” [Sarasota Herald Tribune, 4/11/08]
Rubio Stated That ‘I’m A Tax Cutter. I’m Doing Property Taxes’ As The Reason Why Vouchers Were Not A Focus
During the 2007 Session. “House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, the state leader who many assumed would be
Bush’s ideological heir, said he still supports vouchers but has his own battles to win. ‘I’m a tax cutter. I’m doing property
taxes,’ Rubio said. ‘It’s always a priority,’ he said of school choice. ‘It’s just that other issues have kind of captured the
attention. Property tax is an all-consuming deal, you know, and it’s taking up a lot of our time.’” [Palm Beach Post, 3/17/07]
Rubio Predicted That Vouchers And Weakening The 2002 Class-Size Amendment Will Be Part Of The Republican’s
Education Plan In The 2007 Session. “As Gov. Jeb Bush failed to pass two of his key education goals during his last
legislative session, other Republican leaders were already considering the future of school vouchers and how to reduce the
financial impact of the class-size amendment on the state budget. ‘Next year, it will be a different governor and I think the
energy behind vouchers, no matter who is elected, will be diminished,’ said Sen. Dan Webster, R-Winter Garden, who
sponsored this year’s failed attempt to put a question on the ballot asking voters to amend the state constitution to allow
vouchers. But in the House, incoming Speaker Marco Rubio, R-Miami, predicted that not only will voucher protection plans
resurface, but also that Floridians will be “begging” lawmakers to weaken the class-size standards approved by voters in 2002.
‘There will come a time when class size is not implementable,’ Rubio said Friday, the last day of the 2006 legislative session. ‘It
will lead to chaos and then they’ll be begging us to change it.’ Rubio and Webster agreed, however, in predicting that there will
be more legal challenges to Florida’s voucher programs and to the state’s new free pre-kindergarten program, which uses tax
dollars to send 4-year-olds to private schools, including religious ones, as well as public pre-K classes.” [Palm Beach Post,
5/8/06]
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment That Permitted Vouchers For “Parents Who Request Alternatives To Tradition
Public School Programs.” “The House and Senate began taking diverging paths on Gov. Jeb Bush’s proposed constitutional
amendment to preserve school vouchers Tuesday, with the Senate narrowing its proposal and the House continuing with
wide-open wording permitting vouchers for all children. In the House, under the sponsorship of Rep. Marco Rubio, the
Choice and Innovation Committee approved 5-2 a proposed amendment (HJR 1573) that would permit vouchers for children
‘whose parents request alternatives to traditional public education programs.’ Rubio told the House committee that it was not
his intention to follow up a successful constitutional amendment with a law next year - when he is speaker of the House creating vouchers for anyone who wanted one, because that would ‘completely abandon’ public education and create ‘an
educational free-for-all.’ But he said that if the amendment were not passed by lawmakers and the voters, then the state’s
remaining vouchers would remain in danger of being struck down, too.” [Palm Beach Post, 4/5/06]
The Ledger Editorial: Rubio’s Voucher Stance Was A Blank Check. “There are two problems with Bush’s (and Rubio’s)
passion for vouchers. First, we have no way to compare the efficacy of private vs. public schools because the Republicans
refuse to hold private schools accepting vouchers to any standards of accountability. Public schools must show improving
FCAT scores or risk losing funding, but voucher students don’t have to take the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test. It is
an article of faith in Tallahassee that private is better. The second problem is that the Florida Supreme Court recently ruled
Florida’s Opportunity Scholarship voucher program unconstitutional because it conflicts with the state’s mandate to maintain
a free and uniform public school system. Rubio’s solution is to propose a broad constitutional amendment that would allow
the state to give vouchers to anyone ‘who would otherwise benefit from the availability of such programs to increase
educational choices.’ Call it a blank check on vouchers. If this is the sort of ‘innovative idea’ we can expect from Rubio, then
we’re glad he’s asking Floridians for help in deciding Florida’s future. Elevating the faddish enthusiasm for vouchers to
constitutional status calls into question Rubio’s own claim to innovative leadership.” [Editorial The Ledger, 3/23/06]

ENERGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Record In Florida
As Speaker, Rubio’s Record On The Environment Was Mixed. “Reviews of Rubio’s environmental record as the 20062008 Florida House speaker varied. State spending on the Everglades and Florida Forever, a popular land conservation
program, went unchanged under Rubio’s watch. In 2007, Rubio helped pass a law designed to safeguard and restore Lake
Okeechobee, the northern Everglades and the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie estuaries, which run west and east, respectively,
from the lake and had been fouled by its polluted discharges in years past. The next year, his leadership team passed a state law
to promote energy alternatives and efficiency. ‘It did contain specific language about climate change being a serious issue,’ said
Draper, the Audubon of Florida lobbyist. ‘And while the law itself did not do much to advance specific climate change
strategies, it did set the stage for renewable energy and energy-efficiency policy.’ ‘A no-brainer’ But David Guest, the lead
attorney in Tallahassee for Earthjustice who filed the lawsuit against EPA that prompted the controversial new water
regulations, said those accomplishments become less noteworthy when viewed in their historical context: Gas prices had
skyrocketed, criticism of climate science was far more muted than today, and a string of brutal hurricane seasons had even
business groups admitting that Florida was vulnerable to climate change.” [Environment And Energy Policy, 12/13/10]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio Questioned The State’s Role In Environmental Regulation. “House Speaker
Marco Rubio has publicly questioned the state’s role in environmental regulation, even hinting recently that the Department of
Environmental Protection could be abolished. His chamber’s proposed budget, aside from the cuts to land-buying and
Everglades cleanup, would also remove $175-million from trust funds designed to support environmental causes. The
Everglades portion already has caught the attention of Congress, which agreed in 2000 to share cleanup costs. ‘Florida’s
congressional delegation has been outspoken in support of ... increased federal funding,’ a bipartisan congressional group
wrote to Rubio. ‘We believe that if the state ... now chooses to stop funding its share of this historic agreement, it will
undermine the ability to secure federal funding now and in the future.’” [St. Petersburg Times Editorial, 4/5/08]
Rubio Hired A Professor From MIT For A $36,000 Six Month Contract That Helped Shape Energy Policy During
The 2008 Legislative Session. “Rubio has hired, at $6,000 a month for six months, a professor at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology to help shape energy policy for the 2008 legislative session. Rubio thinks the issue needs to be approached
through business-driven solutions. The governor, meanwhile, has signed executive orders to force change.” [Alex Leary St.
Petersburg Times, 12/3/07]

Energy In Florida
Rubio Did Not Think It Was “Ideal Time” To Raise Electric Rates In Florida. “Marco Rubio weighed in today on the
question of the rate increases sought by Florida Power & Light and Progress Energy. Sort of. He says: ‘I don’t think any of us
think this is a good time to see rate increases, understanding that those businesses have certain models that they have to set
into place in order for financing’ but he doesn’t say he supports the rate case either. ‘The national market looks at that in terms
of investment, the health of those companies, and we need to understand we do want healthy utility companies in Florida
because utilities are an important part of the infrastructure of our economy. But I don’t think any of us think it’s an ideal time
to raise the cost of doing business or of living in Florida right now.’ Rubio is Gov. Charlie Crist’s Republican opponent for
U.S. Senate. Crist has come out in opposition of the rate increases.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 12/7/09]
Rubio Op-Ed: Crist Was Wrong To Use Government Mandates On Achieving Energy Savings; Said That Crist
Should Be Applauded For Expending Political Capital. Rubio: “Whether motivated by global warming or geopolitics,
there is widespread support for diversifying our energy portfolio and becoming more efficient in our use of energy. However,
efforts to accomplish these goals must be based on common sense. Recently, Governor Crist issued a number of bold and
well intentioned energy edicts. We should applaud Governor Crist’s willingness to spend political capital tackling such an
important issue. However the government mandates he has proposed will not only fail to achieve their desired result, they
carry actual negative consequences. One impact is an increase in the cost of utilities. We laid out a common sense approach on
energy almost a year ago in our book100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future (www.100ideas.org). First, make it a goal to lead
the nation in ethanol production. This year we funded an effort at the University of Florida to demonstrate the commercial

use of technology converting cellulose-plant material to ethanol for fuel -- an energy source that significantly reduces
greenhouse gas emissions. We should continue to invest in the development and implementation of new energy technology by
encouraging our colleges and universities to become leaders in the research and development of these technologies. Second,
work with Florida’s agricultural industry to spur the development and efficient distribution of bio-fuels. This year we adopted
our plan to create a Farm-to-Fuel grants program to fund bioenergy projects using agricultural products and plant material
waste to produce an array of energy-related products including electricity and fuel. Third, provide tax incentives to encourage
energy efficiency.” [Marco Rubio The Miami Herald, 7/25/07]
Rubio Voted To Allow Coal Plants To Pass On To Consumers Cost Of Building New Plant. On May 3, 2007, Rubio
voted for the bill that adds Integrated gasification combined cycle power plants to the section that allows for cost recovery for
the siting, design, licensing, and construction of nuclear power plants. According to the Associated Press, the bill would “allow
Tampa Electric (TECO) to pass on to consumers the cost of building a new coal-gasification plant in Polk County before the
facility is up and running. Normally, utilities can’t start collecting those costs until the plant is operating. But lawmakers last
year allowed for an exception to that law for a new nuclear plant, and now TECO is seeking a similar exception. The company
has said there’s an urgency because of more than $100 million in tax credits that would go away if the plant isn’t operating by a
certain time.” [Associated Press, 4/24/07; HB 549 – Power Plants; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/24/07]
Rubio Supported Green Energy If Florida Could Make Money Off Of It. “For decades, liberal activists have been talking
about alternative energy, but real-world progress in Florida has been slow or, at worst, nonexistent. Now Gov. Charlie Crist
and other Republican leaders are using the bully pulpit to talk green, but with a twist that might speed things up. ‘Florida has
the opportunity to pursue bold energy policies not just because they are good for the environment, but because you can
actually make money at it,’ House Speaker Marco Rubio said in his speech opening the legislative session Tuesday.” [Tampa
Tribune, 3/8/07]
Rubio Supported Lifting The Gas Tax On Drivers Who Use Ethanol And A Break For Homeowners Building
Alternative Fuels In Constructive Designs Or Buying Energy-Efficient Homes. “State House Speaker Marco Rubio, RMiami, said Friday he’s hoping the state can get there by such things as waiving the gasoline tax for drivers who fill up with
ethanol and giving homeowners a break on building or buying energy-efficient houses. ‘Energy is going to be a huge issue this
year and going forward,” Rubio said, referring to the legislative session that starts March 6. ‘I think Florida wants to be a
national leader not only in alternative fuels but also in construction design.’ Rubio has seven things he wants the legislature to
do to change the way Floridians buy and use electricity and fuel. Rubio is optimistic that another green will follow: the money
consumers save on their electricity bills, and money from new green-related industries such as a construction trade that builds
better-insulated energy-efficient homes.” [Palm Beach Post, 2/3/07]
Rubio Voted for Creating Energy Policy Commission. On May 3, 2006, Rubio voted for the bill that creates the Florida
Energy Commission to develop recommendations for legislation on a state energy policy. According to the Palm Beach Post,
“To be a part of the proposed Florida Energy Commission, you must be an expert in energy, natural resource conservation,
economics, engineering, finance, law or consumer protection. […] The energy commission is part of a proposed bill that the
Senate Committee on Communications and Public Utilities will take up next Tuesday. There is a similar bill in the House that
follows more closely the energy policy ideas of Gov. Jeb Bush, but it does not contain an energy commission. The proposed
17-member commission is charged with looking at numerous issues, such as how to make sure Florida has enough fuel
supplies during a natural disaster and how transmission lines as well as utility poles and wires can be strengthened to withstand
hurricanes.” [CS/CS/CS/SB 888 – Energy; Palm Beach Post, 3/25/06]
Rubio Voted for Expanding Taxes on Natural Gas Providers. On May 4, 2005, Rubio voted for a bill that would expand
the gross receipts tax to cover all sale and delivery of utility services to in-state customers. Previously natural gas users could
get around the tax by purchasing it from out of state. [CS/SB 1244 – Tax/Gross Receipts for Utility Svcs.; Florida Senate Staff
Analysis, 4/4/05]
Rubio Voted to Codify the Practice of Allowing Natural Gas Companies to Use Eminent Domain. On April 30, 2004,
Rubio voted for a bill that codifies into law what had been the common judicial practice of allowing specified natural gas
transmission pipeline companies to use the eminent domain procedures, including the “quick-take” process, when exercising a
right of eminent domain. It also grants to natural gas transmission pipeline companies who have not obtained a certification
under the state’s Natural Gas Transmission Pipeline Siting Act but who are otherwise subject to regulation under the federal
Natural Gas Act the right of eminent domain and the use of the eminent domain provisions. [CS/SB 1070 – Natural Gas
Companies; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 2/9/04]

Rubio Voted to Exempt Manufactured Gas for Resale or Use in Electricity Generation. On April 30, 2003, Rubio
voted for a bill that provides an exemption for the sale of manufactured gas to a public or private utility for resale or for use as
a fuel in the generation of electricity. There is currently no manufactured gas being sold in the state to generate electricity, but
one facility has proposed generating electricity with purchased manufactured gas. [SB 1430 – Gross Receipts/Manufactured
Gas; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/17/03]

Resources
OIL PRODUCTION
Keystone XL Pipeline
The House Version Of The RESTORE Act, Which Rubio Was A Supporter Of, Contained Approval Of The
Keystone Project. According to the Houston Chronicle, RESTORE hurdles In February the House passed a GOPsponsored energy bill - part of a broader transportation package - with a partial version of RESTORE. But the bill drew fire
from Democrats and environmentalists and a White House veto threat over provisions that would expand oil and gas drilling
and approve construction of the Keystone XL oil pipeline from Canada’s oil sands. “Getting any stand-alone legislation to
move through Congress is very difficult,” Rep. Steve Scalise, R-La., the Gulf Coast Caucus’ other co-chair, said after the
House passed its bill. This is the first chance we got.’” [The Houston Chronicle, 4/17/12]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Approving the Keystone XL Pipeline. On March 8, 2012, Rubio voted for a Hoeven amendment
to the Surface Transportation Authorization on the Keystone XL Pipeline. According to Congressional Quarterly Today, “The
chamber rejected 56-42 North Dakota Republican John Hoeven’s latest attempt to green-light the Keystone XL pipeline
without executive branch input.” [Roll Call 34, S 1813, 03/08/2012; Congressional Quarterly Today, 3/8/12]
Rubio Co-Sponsored The Bill To Approve the Keystone XL Pipeline. “By Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Mr. Lugar, Mr.
Vitter, Mr. McConnell, Mr. Johanns, Mr. Portman, Mr. Barrasso, Mr. McCain, Mr. Cornyn, Mrs. Hutchison, Mr. Thune, Mr.
Sessions, Mr. Alexander, Mr. Moran, Ms. Ayotte, Mr. Boozman, Mr. DeMint, Mr. Paul, Ms. Murkowski, Mr. Kyl, Mr.
Manchin, Mr. Lee, Mr. Blunt, Mr. Inhofe, Mr. Toomey, Mr. Hatch, Mr. Burr, Mr. Chambliss, Mr. Coats, Mr. Corker, Mr.
Coburn, Mr. Cochran, Mr. Crapo, Mr. Graham, Mr. Enzi, Mr. Grassley, Mr. Heller, Mr. Isakson, Mr. Johnson of Wisconsin,
Mr. Risch, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Rubio, Mr. Shelby, Mr. Wicker, and Mr. Brown of Massachusetts): S. 2041. A bill to approve the
Keystone XL pipeline project and provide for environmental protection and government oversight; read the first time. Mr.
HOEVEN. Mr. President, I rise today to speak about legislation I am introducing. I am pleased to introduce this legislation,
along with 43 cosponsors, making that 44 Members of the Senate sponsoring legislation to improve the Keystone XL project.”
[Marco Rubio CR Article 85, 1/30/12]
The House Version Of The RESTORE Act, Which Rubio Was A Supporter Of, Contained Approval Of The
Keystone Project. According to the Houston Chronicle, RESTORE hurdles In February the House passed a GOPsponsored energy bill - part of a broader transportation package - with a partial version of RESTORE. But the bill drew fire
from Democrats and environmentalists and a White House veto threat over provisions that would expand oil and gas drilling
and approve construction of the Keystone XL oil pipeline from Canada’s oil sands. “Getting any stand-alone legislation to
move through Congress is very difficult,” Rep. Steve Scalise, R-La., the Gulf Coast Caucus’ other co-chair, said after the
House passed its bill. This is the first chance we got.’” [The Houston Chronicle, 4/17/12]
Blog: Rubio Wrote A Letter To A Constituent Regarding His Support Of The Keystone XL Pipeline, Believed That
The “Last Thing Washington Should Do Is Unnecessarily Delay Projects Like This Pipeline That would Create
American Jobs.” According to the Back Ten Feet Blog, Rubio wrote in a constituent letter, “At a time when Florida families
and businesses are struggling with staggering levels of unemployment, high energy costs, and slow economic growth, the last
thing Washington should do is unnecessarily delay projects like this pipeline that would create American jobs, increase our
energy security, and promote economic prosperity...I am disappointed in the decision made by the Obama Administration.
While I understand the need to balance environmental concerns with economic benefits, I remain supportive of the Keystone
XL pipeline and the important contribution it will make to our ailing economy and future energy security. I feel that this
project is so important to our national interest that I have joined a bi-partisan group of 43 Senators in co-sponsoring
legislation that would approve the Keystone XL pipeline, and also provide for environmental protection and government
oversight (S. 2041). I welcome the opportunity to continue working with my colleagues on ways to spur strong economic

growth, job creation, and energy independence, and will remain mindful of your concerns as we address this, and similar issues
in the 112th Congress.” [Senator Rubio Constituent Letter via Back Ten Feet, 2/17/12]

Alternative Energy
FEDERAL
Rubio Voted To Repeal Ethanol Subsidies. On June 14, 2011, Rubio voted to invoke cloture on an amendment
introduced by Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK) that would repeal both the Volumetric Ethanol Excise Tax Credit and a tariff on
imported ethanol, terminating two significant federal subsidies that help produce an alternative fuel that is blended with
gasoline. Specifically, the amendment would end the 45 cent blender tax credit, worth $6 billion this year, and the 54 cent tariff
on imported ethanol. Many Senators objected to this amendment in partial due to the procedural method that Sen. Coburn
brought it to the floor, catching Majority and Minority leaders off guard. [Roll Call 89, S 782, 06/14/2011; Politico, 6/10/11]

FLORIDA
Rubio Voted to Extend Tax Exemptions for Solar Energy Indefinitely. On April 27, 2005, Rubio voted to remove
language from law that would end tax exemptions for solar energy systems. The Florida Legislature exempted solar energy
systems or any component thereof from state sales tax effective July 1, 1997. The exemption was scheduled to be repealed on
July 1, 2005. This bill amended Florida Statutes to continue to exempt solar energy systems or any component thereof from
sales tax until further action by the Florida Legislature. [HB 805 – Exemption from the Tax on Sales, Use, and Other
Transactions for Solar Energy Systems; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/20/05]

Brownfields/Contaminated Sites
Rubio Voted to Increase Caps for the Cleanup of Sites Contaminated by Oil. On April 28, 2008, Rubio voted for
increasing the restoration cap amount for the Petroleum Cleanup Participation Program from $300,000 to $400,000. The cap
amount for the Florida Petroleum Liability and Restoration Insurance Program, from $1 million to $1.2 million, the $300,000
cap is increased to $400,000, and the $150,000 cap is increased to $300,000. The bill also requires a remediation preapproval
contractor to submit an invoice within 30 days after the date of the DEP’s written acceptance of each interim deliverable or
the final deliverable specified in a site rehabilitation agreement. [HB 961 – Cleanup of Sites Contaminated by Petroleum;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/21/08]
Rubio Voted to Revise the Innocent Victim Petroleum Storage System Restoration Program. On April 28, 2008, Rubio
voted for the substitute bill to revise the Innocent Victim Petroleum Storage System Restoration Program to provide that a
transfer of property to a spouse, a surviving spouse in trust or free of trust, or a revocable trust created for the benefit of the
settlor, does not disqualify the site from participating in the program. It also clarifies that the current property owner of the
contaminated site must have acquired the property prior to July 1, 1990. The provisions of the bill will allow an unknown total
number of petroleum contaminated sites to remain eligible for state-funded cleanup, which may otherwise become ineligible
under current law. [CS/HB 1091 – Financial Assistance for Contaminated Petroleum Storage Sites; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/21/08]
Rubio Voted for Incentivizing Brownfield Site Redevelopment. On April 18, 2008, Rubio voted for a bill that provides a
new one-time, 25% tax credit, of up to $500,000, for the construction and operation of new health care facilities on brownfield
sites. It also allows the existing credit for affordable housing and the proposed health care credit to be awarded for sites where
construction is “substantially complete”. The total amount of annual credits would be set at $2 million. The bill removes
certain brownfield contractor certification requirements and the professional liability insurance requirement. It would also
expand the Brownfield Areas Loan Guarantee Program to include a 75% loan guarantee to build or operate a health care
facility. According to the Orlando Business Journal, “A proposed new state law would put more greenbacks in the pockets of
developers who rehabilitate brownfields. And those who build health care facilities on the sites can rake in even more cash.
Brownfields typically are defined as vacant, abandoned or underused commercial and industrial properties with real or
perceived environmental contamination. As of March 10, there were 170 designated brownfields in Florida. The state has

offered certain financial incentives in the past to encourage developers to voluntarily clean up such sites.” [Orlando Business
Journal, 4/28/08; CS/HB 527 – Environmental Site Redevelopment; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/15/08]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Providing Tax Credits for Brownfield Redevelopment. On May 4, 2006, Rubio voted in favor
of amending the Florida Brownfield Redevelopment Act to increase the amount of tax credits for brownfield redevelopment
by $3 million. Specifically, the bill would increase the amount of credit that may be applied to the intangible personal property
tax and the corporate income tax from 35 percent to 50 percent, and increase the maximum tax credit per applicant from
$250,000 to $500,000. The bill would also increase the total annual amount of tax credits from $2 million to $5 million. [HB
7131 - Redevelopment of Brownfields; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/21/06]
Rubio Voted for Tax Credits for Contaminated Sites. On April 28, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that extends application
of risk-based corrective action principles to all contaminated sites resulting from a discharge of pollutants or hazardous
substances. The bill clarifies who may apply for tax credits; clarifies time period for use of tax credits; allows tax credit
applicant to claim credit on a consolidated return up to the amount of the consolidated group’s tax liability. [HB 1123 - Site
Rehabilitation of Contaminated Sites; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/10/03]

Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill
RESTORE ACT
Voted Against The Final Approval Of The Restore Act, Once Supported It; Money Was Steered To Other
Areas
Rubio Said That All BP Spill Fines Should Go To The Gulf States. According to the Associated Press, “Sen. Marco
Rubio said he opposes a plan that would give Gulf coast states 80 percent of the fines stemming from the 2010 oil spill
because the other 20 percent will be cut up and spent elsewhere, a position that drew loud applause from a crowd in this Gulf
coast city that was hit by a drop in tourism during and after the spill. The Senate voted in March to approve directing 80
percent of the fines to restoration in five Gulf Coast states. The House passed a similar version and the differences still need
to be worked out. Rubio said he hopes the House changes the bill so that all the money goes to Gulf states. ‘Senators from
other states come to us and say, ‘Well, we’ll go ahead and pass this bill where we’ll let you keep some of the BP oil spill money,
but only if you agree to allow us to get some of that money for the Great Lakes, for California, for other parts of the country
that have nothing to do with the oil spill,”” Rubio said. [Associated Press, 5/1/12]
Pensacola News-Journal Editorial: Rubio’s Vote Against The RESTORE Act Was Self-Serving. According to the
Pensacola News-Journal, “U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio’s self-serving explanation of his vote against the RESTORE Act — he was
the only U.S. senator on the Gulf Coast to do so — can’t disguise how shocking and disappointing the vote was. The
RESTORE Act will funnel the vast majority of the fines paid by BP for the 2010 oil spill to the Gulf Coast states most
affected, including Florida. It is critical to funding important economic and environmental projects that will help the Gulf
Coast not just recover, but face an even better future. Rubio, in public statements and a viewpoint published Friday in the
News Journal, cast his ‘no’ vote as a matter of principle, pointing to his ‘spirit of compromise’ in supporting the original bill
last year. But now, he said, it is ‘no longer a Gulf Coast restoration bill.’ He’s wrong.” [Pensacola News-Journal, 3/17/12]


Rubio Op-Ed: Costly “Bait-And-Switch” Ruined The Restore Act. Rubio wrote, “Recently, I voted no on the
Restore Act amendment that came to the Senate floor. While its proponents have sold this as a Gulf Coast restoration bill,
the truth is that it goes far beyond that. When it was introduced last July, I proudly stood with all my Gulf state colleagues
as a supporter. The original bill would ensure that at least 80 percent of fine money collected from BP for its oil spill
would be dedicated to Gulf Coast restoration efforts. Even back then, I had some reservations about not dedicating 100
percent of the money to the Gulf Coast. After all, this money only existed because of the spill, and the oil spill only
impacted the Gulf Coast. Nonetheless, in the spirit of compromise, I accepted it. Now, eight months later, the Restore
Act is far different. What started as a genuine bipartisan effort to dedicate as much BP fine money as possible towards
Gulf Coast restoration turned into a raw Washington deal that increases taxes, creates a new environmental bureaucracy,
and would steer money to places such as the Great Lakes and West Coast that had nothing to with the oil spill.” [Marco
Rubio, The News-Press, 3/19/12]



Rubio Voted Against The RESTORE Act Even Though He Was An Original Co-Sponsor Of The Bill. According
to the Times-Picayune, “A last-minute compromise that provided $1.4 billion for the Land and Water Conservation Fund
was enough to help pull 10 to 12 extra votes as the Senate approved landmark legislation allocating the bulk of BP Gulf oil
spill penalties under the Clean Water Act for five Gulf States, according to Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La. But the deal,
initiated by Sen. Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus, D-Mont, also cost supporters a vote for the RESTORE Act,
which was passed 76-22 by the Senate on Thursday. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., who was an original supporter of the bill
that is likely to generate hundreds of millions of dollars for his state, joined 21 other senators, all Republicans, in voting
against the measure, which added the RESTORE Act to a pending transportation funding bill.”[The Times-Picayune,
3/9/12]

In February Of 2012, The House Approved The Rubio Backed Version Of The RESTORE Act
The House Version Of The RESTORE Act, Which Rubio Was A Supporter Of, Contained Approval Of The
Keystone Project. According to the Houston Chronicle, RESTORE hurdles In February the House passed a GOPsponsored energy bill - part of a broader transportation package - with a partial version of RESTORE. But the bill drew fire
from Democrats and environmentalists and a White House veto threat over provisions that would expand oil and gas drilling
and approve construction of the Keystone XL oil pipeline from Canada’s oil sands. ‘Getting any stand-alone legislation to
move through Congress is very difficult,’ Rep. Steve Scalise, R-La., the Gulf Coast Caucus’ other co-chair, said after the House
passed its bill. This is the first chance we got.’” [The Houston Chronicle, 4/17/12]

Sponsored Amendments To The RESTORE Act
Rubio Worked With The Environmental Defense Fund and the National Wildlife Federations To Pass The Restore
Act Which Would Direct 80 Percent Of Funding From Environmental Fines Toward A Gulf Coast Recovery Fund.
According to Sunshine State News, “The Environmental Defense Action Fund and the National Wildlife Federation are
working with local officials on the Gulf Coast and federal officials such as Florida U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio to pass the Restore
Act, which would direct 80 percent of funding from environmental fines and penalties toward a Gulf Coast recovery fund.
The lion’s share of the funding would come from BP, which leased the rig that exploded April 20, 2010, and spewed millions
of barrels of oil into Gulf waters and polluted miles of Gulf Coast shoreline. Bills enacting the Restore Act are moving
through the House and Senate, The Hill reports, and the money could be a big payoff for Gulf states and localities -- BP alone
could be on the hook for from $5 billion to $21 billion for the Deepwater Horizon spill.” [Sunshine State News, 2/29/12]
Rubio Co-Sponsored An Amendment That Called For An Independent Audit Of The Gulf Coast Claims Facility.
According to Y’all Politics, “Senator Roger Wicker (R-Miss.) today voted for a group of three Appropriations bills that
included a Wicker-sponsored amendment requiring an independent audit of the Gulf Coast Claims Facility (GCCF). ‘From the
beginning, we asked for transparency and fairness from the GCCF as it worked to help people impacted by the oil spill,’ said
Wicker. ‘Many questions about the claims process have arisen without sufficient answers, so this audit should bring needed
explanations.’ Wicker joined Senator Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) to introduce the amendment, which requires the U.S. Attorney
General to identify an independent auditor to evaluate the GCCF. From its establishment in August 2010, there have been
complaints from many Mississippians impacted by the BP oil spill that claims paid through the GCCF have not been
consistent or fair and that the process has not been fully transparent. Wicker and others began pressing the GCCF last year to
provide more information about the claims process. This will mark the first independent audit of the GCCF and the methods
and policies by which they determined claims payments for individuals and businesses affected by the Deepwater Horizon
tragedy.” [Y’all Politics, 11/3/11]


Rubio’s Amendment To SAMDT.738 To The Bill HR 2112, An Agriculture Appropriations Bill, Stated That The
Attorney General Shall Identify An Independent Auditor To Evaluate The Claims Determination Methodologies
Of the Gulf Coast Claims Facility. According to the Congressional Record, SA 849. Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. NELSON of Florida, Ms. LANDRIEU, and Mr. SHELBY) submitted an amendment intended to be
proposed to amendment SA 738 proposed by Mr. INOUYE to the bill H.R. 2112, making appropriations for Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies programs for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2012, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: On page 153, after line 24, add the
following: SEC. 218. EVALUATION OF GULF COAST CLAIMS FACILITY. The Attorney General shall identify an
independent auditor to evaluate the claims determination methodologies of the Gulf Coast Claims Facility.” Rubio cointroduced the amendment with Senator Wicker. According to Gannett News Serivce, the amendment passed as part of

the spending package, “The fund that compensates businesses and people hurt by last year’s oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico
would be audited, under a measure the Senate approved Tuesday. The proposal, drafted by Republican Sens. Roger
Wicker of Mississippi and Marc Rubio of Florida, passed as an amendment to a package of spending bills. The vote on the
package was 69-30. The amendment would require the Justice Department to find an independent auditor to review the
process that the Gulf Coast Claims Facility uses to evaluate and pay out claims of economic damage as a result of the oil
spill. The claims fund was set up last year with $20 billion from BP.” [CR S6687; Gannet News Service, 11/1/11]


Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To HR 2112, An Agriculture Appropriations Bill, Stated That The Attorney
General Shall Identify An Independent Auditor To Evaluate The Claims Determination Methodologies Of the
Gulf Coast Claims Facility. According to the Congressional Record, “SA 898. Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. Wicker, Mr.
Nelson of Florida, Mr. Landrieu, and Mr. Shelby) proposed an amendment to the bill H.R. 2112, making appropriations
for Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies programs for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2012, and for other purposes; as follows: On page 153, after line 24, add the following: SEC. 218.
EVALUATION OF GULF COAST CLAIMS FACILITY. The Attorney General shall identify an independent auditor to
evaluate the Gulf Coast Claims Facility.” Rubio co-introduced the amendment with Senator Wicker. According to
Gannett News Serivce, the amendment passed as part of the spending package, “The fund that compensates businesses
and people hurt by last year’s oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico would be audited, under a measure the Senate approved
Tuesday. The proposal, drafted by Republican Sens. Roger Wicker of Mississippi and Marc Rubio of Florida, passed as an
amendment to a package of spending bills. The vote on the package was 69-30. The amendment would require the Justice
Department to find an independent auditor to review the process that the Gulf Coast Claims Facility uses to evaluate and
pay out claims of economic damage as a result of the oil spill. The claims fund was set up last year with $20 billion from
BP.” [CR S6882, 10/20/11; Gannet News Service, 11/1/11]

When First Introduced, The RESTORE Act Was Non-Controversial
Editorial: Rubio Co-Sponsored BP Oil Spill Costal Fund Had Bi-Partisan Support. We are pleased to report that
bipartisanship did break out before Congress blew town, and this pleasant change from Washington’s regular programming
could benefit Florida. Seven Republican and two Democratic senators - including Bill Nelson and Marco Rubio of Florida from the five gulf states that the BP oil spill fouled last year are sponsoring legislation that would dedicate 80 percent of the
damage fines to restoring the coastal ecosystems and economies of Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas. These
days, keeping that money away from the rest of Congress will be like keeping Donald Trump away from a microphone, so the
legislation must get through lots of sticky fingers when Congress returns. . A coalition of environmental groups calculates that
the fines could total between $5.4 billion and $21 billion. [The Palm Beach Post, 8/9/11]
Pensacola News Journal Editorial: Rubio And Nelson Should Be Applauded For Working Together On Florida Gulf
Coast. “Three cheers for Florida’s U.S. senators, Bill Nelson and Marco Rubio, for working together — and with senators
from other Gulf states — for legislation that would make sure that revenue from fines against BP would go to the affected
states, and not to the general U.S. Treasury as is currently required by law…Both Rubio and Nelson understand that just
because our beaches are recovering economically and appear to be recovering environmentally (although the jury is still very
much out), that there is still suffering from last year’s disaster and there is still a need for the people hurt the most to get
compensation for their losses. This bill does just that. We know that filing legislation does not mean passage. But we’re
confident the bill will pass and we salute Sens. Nelson and Rubio for the work they have done and will continue to do on our
behalf.” [Pensacola News Journal Editorial, 7/27/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Bill To Direct Eighty Percent Of The Fines Levied Against British Petroleum To Be Sent To
The Gulf Coast States. “Senators from the five oil spill-affected states have proposed legislation to direct 80 percent of the
fines levied against BP for the Deepwater Horizon disaster to economic and ecological recovery in Gulf Coast states. Sens. Bill
Nelson, D-Fla., and Marco Rubio, R-Fla., joined with seven of the eight senators from Alabama, Louisiana, Texas and
Mississippi to sponsor the RESTORE the Gulf Coast Act of 2011. ‘Last year’s Gulf oil spill devastated Florida’s tourism,
fisheries and other related industries, and this legislation represents an important step to restore the economies and ecosystems
in the Gulf,’ Rubio said in a statement. ‘Redirecting the fine money paid by BP under the Clean Water Act is a logical policy
that will help the states affected by this disaster continue rebuilding their businesses and lives.’” [The News Herald, 7/23/11]


Rubio Co-Sponsored RESTORE Act To Aid Golf Restoration. Senators Nelson and Rubio both co-sponsored the
RESTORE Act which “directs that 80 percent of the Clear Water Act fines paid by BP and other companies responsible
for the Gulf oil spill be spent on restoration projects there.” [Sunshine State News, 7/21/11]

Rubio Requested A Senate Hearing In Florida Regarding The Long-Term Recovery For The Gulf Coast. “Business
leaders from the Panhandle will describe the region’s economic and environmental recovery from last year’s Gulf of Mexico
oil spill at a Senate hearing in Pensacola on July 11. Witnesses at the hearing will include Lt. Gov. Jennifer Carroll; Collier
Merrill, chairman of the Pensacola Bay Area Chamber of Commerce; Capt. Bob Zales, president of the Panama City Boatmen
Association; Joe Gilchrist, co-owner of the Flora-Bama Lounge & Package on Perdido Key; and Isaac Duren, owner of
Panama City Beach Summer Camps. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, requested the hearing to evaluate what’s needed for
long-term recovery and what role Congress can play. ‘It’s important to me that the Senate not forget about the work that
remains to be done in helping the Gulf Coast region recover from the oil spill,’ Rubio said.” [Pensacola News Journal,
6/29/11]

SPILL SHOULD NOT AFFECT OFF SHORE DRILLING
Rubio Said That The BP Oil Spill Should Not Stand In The Way Of More Offshore Drilling; Did Support A
Moratorium On Keeping Rigs 125 Miles From The Panhandle And 235 Miles From Florida’s West Coast Until 2022.
“The oil industry and its supporters argue the rich reserves of the Gulf are too vital not to pursue, as long as precautions are
adopted to reduce risks. Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, echoing many Republican colleagues, insisted the spill should not stand in
the way of increasing domestic exploration. ‘We need to recognize the BP oil spill as an extraordinary disaster,” Rubio said,
‘but it should not force us to adopt an energy strategy that keeps us addicted to foreign oil.’ But Rubio does support a
congressional moratorium that now keeps rigs 125 miles from the Panhandle and 235 miles from Florida’s west coast. Crafted
by fellow Florida Sen. Bill Nelson, a Democrat, it expires in 2022 but some fear the boundary line could be redrawn or even
erased before then. [The Miami Herald, 4/16/11]
Rubio Would Established A Gulf Opportunity Zone For Those Affected By The 2010 Oil Spill; Opposed Banning
Off Shore Drilling. “If Marco Rubio were in the Senate today, his No. 1 priority would be to establish a Gulf Opportunity
Zone to help those suffering financially from the ongoing BP oil spill. ‘We did it once before with (Hurricane) Katrina,’ Rubio
told about 100 people gathered at the Fish House in downtown Pensacola on Wednesday. ‘It was passed in 2005 and provided
targeted tax relief to businesses and individual in the region.’ Rubio credited U.S. Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Chumuckla, with having
begun work on that project. Miller introduced a package of tax breaks earlier this month modeled after legislation approved
after Hurricane Katrina in 2005 aimed at helping businesses and individuals cope with the spill’s economic aftermath. Other
ideas to help stimulate the economy suffering from the oil spill that Rubio outlined include: • A sales tax holiday during which
businesses could keep sales taxes to help sustain operations. • Relaxing bag seasonal limits in fishing. • Freezing foreclosures
resulting from the spill. • Provide property tax relief ‘in a way that doesn’t cripple local governments.’ • Make claims checks tax
exempt. Rubio refused to call for a ban on drilling off Florida’s coast. About 10 percent of domestic oil comes from the Gulf
region, he said.” [Pensacola News Journal, 7/15/10]

IDEAS TO CLEAN THE AREA WHEN RUBIO WAS A CANDIDATE
In July Of 2010 Rubio Unveiled 23 Ideas To “Improve The Nation’s Economic And To Address The Impact Of The
Gulf Of Mexico Oil Spill.” “Marco Rubio, who as House speaker published a book of 100 ideas that became a road map for
the state Legislature, unveiled a new set of ideas on Tuesday that he said he wants to take to the U.S. Senate. Rubio unveiled
23 ideas to improve the nation’s economy and to address the impact of the Gulf of Mexico oil spill in front of three dozen
supporters at a seafood restaurant in Tampa. Many of the ideas mimic the tax and economic policies of most Republicans from making the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts passed under President George W. Bush permanent, to ending the inheritance tax,
plus opposing any new energy tax or the creation of a value added tax. Other ideas, like creating a sales tax holiday for areas
affected by the oil spill and offering affected property owners property tax relief, appear to be state issues, not federal ones.
Rubio promised to unveil more ideas during the campaign. ‘Some of these ideas will be so straightforward it’s amazing that
Washington has refused to do them,’ Rubio said. ‘And some will be controversial because politicians believe they aren’t
convenient to winning an election.’ Rubio’s plan Some of Marco Rubio’s 23 ideas to grow the economy and help the recovery
from the oil spill: - Permanently extend the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts. - Repeal and replace the federal health care plan. - Reform
the alternative minimum tax. - Make (oil spill) claims checks tax exempt. - Stop foreclosures for those affected (by the oil spill).
- Relax fishing bag limits and seasons.” [St. Petersburg Times, 7/14/10]

Rubio Believed That Federal Funds For Florida Due To The Gulf Coast Oil Incident Should Only Be Spent In
Northwest Florida. “Republican U.S. Senate candidate Marco Rubio said he believes the $25 million grant BP issued to
promote Florida tourism should be used exclusively for Northwest Florida. Rubio visited Destin on Thursday afternoon to
speak to fishermen, tourism leaders and local and state government officials ‘That money would be best used in the place most
impacted (by the oil spill),’ Rubio said. ‘Northwest Florida has had the most impact, and the $25 million should be spent
exclusively in Northwest Florida. ‘The truth is, you’ve been dealing with this for four weeks, and right is right,’ Rubio added.
Rubio said if the oil spill affects other parts of the state later, Florida should receive more money from BP. But for now, areas
such as South Florida have not been impacted by the oil spill and do not need the money.” [Northwest Florida Daily News,
5/21/10]
Rubio Said That No Drilling Expansion Should Take Place Until An Investigation Of The Gulf Coast Oil Spill Was
Completed. “Rubio has strongly supported more drilling off Florida’s coast, but in the aftermath of the oil rig explosion near
Louisiana, he said Friday that no expansion should take place until that spill is investigated. ‘I believe you can safely drill for
oil. It’s done all over the world, it’s been done in the Gulf of Mexico,’ Rubio said. ‘We should be very concerned with what led
to this disaster, and until that question is answered I don’t think we can move forward on anything else.’” [St Petersburg
Times, 5/1/10]

Department of Environmental Protection
Rubio Voted to Reorganize Department of Environmental Protection. On May 1, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that
maintains but reorganizes the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and implements various recommendations
contained in the Senate Environmental Preservation and Conservation Committee’s Agency Sunset Report. Under current
law, most state agencies, including the DEP, are subject to a “sunset” review process to determine whether the agency should
be retained, modified, or abolished. [CS/CS/SB 1294 – Environmental Protection; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/2/08]
Rubio Voted for Reorganization of the Department of Environmental Protection. On April 10, 2008, Rubio voted for
the bill that authorizes the reorganization of programs within the Department of Environmental Protection to realign its
water-related programs. According to the staff analysis, this would enable the agency to better focus on water resource
management and restoration efforts. This reorganization will result in no increase in total budget, full-time equivalent positions
or rate, and only includes the transfer of resources between budget entities. The bill terminates the annual appropriation of
$250,000 from the Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund to the Plant Industry Trust Fund within the Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services for the purpose of implementing the Endangered or Threatened Native Florida
Conservation Grants Program. [HB 5079 – Department of Environmental Protection; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 4/3/08]

Pollution & Waste Disposal
FEDERAL
Rubio Voted to Nullify EPA Cross-State Air Pollution Rule. On November 10, 2011, Rubio voted for a motion to
proceed to the joint resolution that would nullify the EPA rule regarding regulation of cross-state air pollution. The Pittsburg
Post-Gazette wrote, “The Senate on Thursday defeated Sen. Rand Paul’s bid to nix new Environmental Protection Agency
rules regulating cross-state power plant pollution. The 41-56 vote fell largely along party lines. Lawmakers offered impassioned
debate on the Kentucky Republican’s measure to overturn the federal Cross-State Air Pollution Rule, which requires 27 states
in the eastern part of the country to curb smog and other pollution.” [Roll Call 201, S 27, 11/10/2011; Pittsburgh PostGazette, 11/11/11]

FLORIDA
Rubio Voted to Amend and Expand Laws Regulating Secondary Metal Recyclers. On April 18, 2008, Rubio voted for
a bill that amends and expands several aspects of the laws relating to secondary metals recyclers. Specifically, the bill eliminates
the requirement that transactions must be greater than $10 in value to be regulated under these statutes, expands the definition

of regulated metals to include stainless steel beer kegs, requires secondary metals recyclers to gather more in depth information
about the sellers of regulated metals and allows that information to be stored on an electronic database, enhances the penalties
secondary metals recyclers face for repeated noncompliance with statutory requirements; increasing the penalty from a first
degree misdemeanor to a third degree felony, enhances the penalties sellers of regulated metals face for giving false
information to secondary metals recyclers; increasing the penalties to second and third degree felonies (based on the dollar
amount received by the seller), requires the Department of Revenue to release the names of any registered secondary metals
recycler to a law enforcement official upon request, requires that all regulated metals be transported to a secondary metals
recycler in a motor vehicle; eliminating current exceptions, requires payments for all transactions in excess of $1000 are made
by check. [CS/CS/HB 105 – Secondary Metals Recyclers; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 2/5/08]
Rubio Voted to Cut Environmental Protection Programs. On October 12, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that redirects
$30 million to the general fund for 2007-2008, and $40 million for 2008-2009. Specifically, the bill cuts $7 million from the
Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL) in 2007-2008 and $8 million in 2008-2009; $1.85 million from the Invasive Plant
Control in 2007-2008 and $2 million for 2008-2009; $20 million from the Water Protection and Sustainability Program Trust
Funds; and $1.15 million from the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund. [CS/SB 24C – Trust Funds/DEP/FWC
[FPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 9/28/07]
Rubio Voted to Charge Gambling Vessels for Dumping Waste at Sea. On April 30, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill
“requiring gambling ships to pay to dispose of their sewage in hopes they won’t dump it at sea. […] The bill passed 108-9 and
now goes to the Senate, which is considering legislation that only requires a state study of sewage. Florida’s day cruise industry
opposes the legislation, arguing the state cannot control what ships do when in international waters. The legislation would
require them to pay to pump off their waste at port, whether they do or not,” the Fort Myers News-Press reported. [CS/HB
57 – Regulation of Releases from Gambling Vessels; Fort Myers News-Press, 5/1/07]
Rubio Voted to Give Shooting Ranges Immunity from Lawsuits Regarding Pollution. On April 22, 2004, Rubio voted
for a bill that “made it a crime for state and local government employees to sue range owners or operators who may be
polluting the environment. To secure this immunity, the owners would have to implement best management practices to
protect neighboring properties from lead or other pollutants generated by their ranges by Jan. 1, 2006,” according to the
Daytona Beach News-Journal. [CS/CS/CS/SB 1156 – Sport Shooting and Training Ranges; Daytona Beach News-Journal,
4/23/04]

Wildlife Protection
FEDERAL
Rubio And Nelson Co-Introduced A Bill That Ensured NOAA Use Sound Science To Set Catch Limits For The
Nation’s Fisheries. According to BYM Marine Environment News, “With a December 31 deadline looming, support is
surging for legislation to ensure that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National Marine
Fisheries Service uses sound science to set catch limits for the nation’s fisheries as a Senate version of the Fishery Science
Improvement Act was introduced late yesterday by Senators Bill Nelson (D-Fla.) and Marco Rubio (R-Fla.). As amended in
2006, the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) requires Regional Fishery Management
Councils to put in place annual catch limits (ACLs) for every fishery by December 31, 2011. The requirements were intended
to end overfishing by 2011 but were predicated on two critical assumptions: catch limit decisions would be based on up-todate and accurate stock assessments; and there would be improved catch data to better anticipate potential problems in a given
fishery. Neither of these obligations has been met.” [BYM Marine Environment News, 11/29/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Bill Entitled The Fishery Science Improvement Act Of 2011 That Impacted Catch Limits.
“By Mr. NELSON of Florida (for himself, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. VITTER, Mr. WICKER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. BEGICH, Ms.
LANDRIEU, and Ms. MURKOWSKI): S. 1916. A bill to exclude ecosystem component stocks of fish from certain annual
catch limits and for other purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation… This Act may be cited as
the ‘Fishery Science Improvement Act of 2011’” [Marco Rubio CR Article 40, 11/28/11]

FLORIDA

Rubio Voted for Allowing Boats to Drive Through Manatee Habitats. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that
conforms state law to federal law by creating an exception for any activity that is otherwise prohibited by the “Florida Manatee
Sanctuary Act” if the activity is reasonably necessary to prevent the loss of human life or a vessel in distress, or if the activity is
necessary to render necessary assistance to persons or a vessel in distress. The Palm Beach Post that “pushed by the boating
industry, the bill allows boats to speed through manatee zones in life-and-death emergencies and when needed to provide help
to a vessel in distress. Simple enough. Here’s where the interpretation of the law could get sticky. The new law includes
presumption that existing manatee laws are adequate and no additional laws are needed in areas where measurable biological
goals are being met. But according to a staff analysis of the law, that presumption does not prevent the Florida Fish & Wildlife
Conservation Commission from adopting new rules to address risks to manatees. The law calls for further study of manatee
populations, including a habitat study by Sarasota-based Mote Marine Laboratory and a study of what would happen to
manatees if warm-water discharges from power plants ceased.” [Palm Beach Post, 6/27/04; CS/SB 540 – Manatee Protection;
Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/19/04]

Global Warming
Op-Ed: Rubio Stated On Global Warming, ‘I Don’t Think There’s The Scientific Evidence To Justify It.’ “94 of the
newly elected GOP members of Congress either deny climate changes exists or have signed a pledge to oppose cap and trade
efforts. ‘I don’t think there’s the scientific evidence to justify it,’ said Marco Rubio while running for one of Florida’s Senate
seats against fellow Republican Gov. Charlie Crist, whom Rubio called ‘a believer in man-made global warming.’ Florida has
some of the highest insurance rates in the nation because of its exposure to increasing climate-related risks.” [Shawn Lawrence
Otto Political Machine, 8/29/11]
Rubio Did Not Accept The Scientific Evidence Behind Global Warming, Denied A Change In Position. “Senate
candidate Marco Rubio said Friday that he doesn’t accept the scientific evidence for global warming - a stance Rubio has
hinted at before, but which the campaign of Gov. Charlie Crist said is a switch for Rubio. Rubio denied it’s a change in his
position on the issue. In an interview with the Tribune on that subject Friday, Rubio called Crist ‘a believer in man-made
global warming.’ ‘I don’t think there’s the scientific evidence to justify it,’ Rubio said. Asked whether he accepts the scientific
evidence that the global climate is undergoing change, he responded, ‘The climate is always changing. The climate is never
static. The question is whether it’s caused by man-made activity and whether it justifies economically destructive government
regulation.’ Rubio hasn’t previously denied global warming outright in published statements on the issue. In December, he
told The Miami Herald, ‘I’m not a scientist. I’m not qualified to make that decision. There’s a significant scientific dispute
about that.’ In an interview with the American Spectator, which used only paraphrase and not direct quotes, Rubio said he was
not prepared to challenge the scientific evidence of global warming, but that the evidence didn’t justify a cap-and-trade plan.
The Crist camp accuses Rubio of flip-flopping on the issue because while Rubio criticizes Crist for backing a cap-and-trade
plan, Rubio also led the state House in 2008 to pass legislation mandating a state cap-and-trade plan.” [Tampa Tribune,
2/13/10]
Rubio Was Accused Of Being A Flip Flopper On Global Warming. “Against the backdrop of the climate change summit
in Denmark this week, U.S. Senate candidate Marco Rubio is hammering rival Charlie Crist’s ‘cap-and-trade scheme’ -- though
Rubio voted for a bill backed by the governor requiring state officials to devise such a plan. As the leader of the Florida House
in 2008, Rubio presided over a unanimous vote in favor of directing the state Department of Environmental Protection to
develop ground rules for companies to limit their carbon emissions. Now he’s questioning whether global warming is manmade. ‘Rubio is a total flip-flopper,’ said Gerald Karnas, Florida director of the Environmental Defense Fund. ‘Under his
leadership, progressive energy legislation passed the House.’ By 2008, as Crist’s poll ratings held strong, Rubio called a federal
cap-and-trade system ‘inevitable’ and said Florida should be at the forefront. He hired a leading climate change expert from
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology to advise lawmakers and appointed Miami-Dade Clerk of Courts Harvey Ruvin -who sounded the alarm on climate change years ago -- to a statewide energy board. ‘The legislation was passed to move
forward on cap-and-trade policy, and certainly Marco Rubio didn’t stand in the way of that legislation passing, and my
understanding was that he was supportive of the process,’ said John Reilly, the MIT expert. ‘He certainly seemed to accept the
science of climate change.’ That was more than one year before the economy crashed, global warming took a back seat and
critics said ‘cap-and-tax’ would doom American businesses in a recession. Now, the former West Miami legislator is raising
questions about whether climate change is man-made. ‘I’m not a scientist. I’m not qualified to make that decision,’ Rubio said
Thursday. ‘There’s a significant scientific dispute about that.’” [The Miami Herald, 12/11/09]

Greenhouse Gas Regulation
Rubio Voted to Bar EPA from Regulating Greenhouse Gases. On November 10, 2011, Rubio voted for an amendment
that included a provision that would bar the EPA from regulating greenhouse gases under the Clean Air Act. The amendment
was attached to legislation that would provide incentives to hire unemployed veterans. [Roll Call 202, H 674, 11/10/2011]
Rubio Voted To Repeal The EPA Regulatory Power Granted Under the Clean Air Act On Greenhouse Gases. “Sens.
Bill Nelson, D-Orlando, and Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, voted against three of the amendments but split on the fourth, a
Republican proposal that mirrored what the House passed Thursday. Nelson voted against that proposal and Rubio voted for
it. The amendment failed on a vote of 50-50, with 60 votes needed for passage. At stake is EPA’s ability -- upheld by the
Supreme Court -- to regulate heat-trapping gases as pollutants under the Clean Air Act. The EPA rule, which took effect Jan.
2, has been hotly debated because it will be expensive to force coal-burning power plants and other industries to limit carbondioxide emissions. The House bill would amend the Clean Air Act to prevent EPA from regulating greenhouse gas emissions
from stationary sources such as factories, and exempt the emissions from being defined as pollutants. The bill also would stop
EPA from helping regulate car mileage standards for model years 2017-2025.” [Pensacola News Journal, 4/8/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio And Crist Differed On Property Taxes, Seminole Gambling, And Carbon Emissions. “The rumblings
on the right have allowed House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, to position himself as the governor’s chief political
adversary and heir apparent to Bush’s conservative legacy. Rubio, 36, has feuded with Crist over property taxes and dismissed
the Jan. 29 vote as virtually useless; he is backing a more sweeping measure for next fall’s ballot. Rubio has sued Crist over the
deal with the Seminoles. And the two also are dueling over Crist’s plan to enact groundbreaking standards for the state to
combat global warming -- including major cuts in carbon emissions -- with Rubio emboldened by support from Florida
corporate leaders. Crist has called for utilities, manufacturers and home builders to become more energy-efficient and wants to
lower greenhouse-gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2025. That has alarmed businesses -- a Florida Chamber of Commerce
report said Crist’s proposals would sharply increase energy costs. ‘The governor has scared big business with what he wants to
do about global warming,” said Barney Bishop, president of Associated Industries of Florida. ‘He’s a populist appealing to the
people. But he must remember that a lot of businesses helped him get into office.’ Attitudes such as Bishop’s have fired
speculation that Rubio will challenge Crist in 2010 -- with support from social conservatives and big business. [John Kennedy
Orlando Sentinel, 12/30/07]
Rubio Opposed Crist’s Initiatives On Seminole Gambling And Greenhouse Gases. “A CONTENTIOUS
RELATIONSHIP Previous bouts: Gov. Crist has gone over Speaker Rubio and House conservatives this year by forcing
through the Jan. 29 tax referendum and a deal to deepen the state’s property insurance risk if major hurricanes hit the state.
Ongoing scraps: Rubio has dealt a right hook to Crist’s plan to expand gambling at Seminole Indian casinos by suing the
governor. And Rubio and Crist are locked in a clinch over global warming, with the speaker warning of economic peril if the
governor’s mandated reductions in greenhouse gases occur. Future fights: Some tout Crist as ready for the national ring as a
vice presidential candidate. Rubio faces early forced retirement next year because of term limits, but may use the tax fight as a
round of warm-ups for a return to politics soon.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 12/20/07]
Rubio Held A Summit On Global Warming Opposed Crist’s For Greenhouse Gas Reduction Mandates, Rubio MIT
Consultant, John Reilly Attended. “The political climate gets warmer in the House today when Republicans and Democrats
hold dueling seminars on global warming. Meanwhile, thousands of miles away on a trade mission to Brazil, Gov. Charlie Crist
is trumpeting his own bio-solution. First up - House Speaker Marco Rubio’s symposium, ‘The Science and Economics of
Climate Change,’ at 10 a.m. The West Miami Republican has criticized Crist’s aggressive call for carbon dioxide caps and other
greenhouse gas reduction mandates. Rubio has recruited John Reilly, director for research at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology’s Joint Program on the Science and Policy of Global Change, as his expert.” [The Fort Myers News-Press,
11/6/07]
Rubio Criticized Crist’s Formation Of a Climate Panel That Was Intended To Help Push His Plan To Reduce
Carbon Emissions. “A 21-member committee of state legislators, environmentalists and business people will help push the
Republican governor’s plan to reduce carbon emissions into state law, Crist announced Monday. But the committee could
have an uphill climb trying to shape Crist’s plan, which includes forcing automakers to sell cars in Florida that produce less
carbon dioxide, in a way that appeases GOP leaders in the House. House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, has said
Crist’s plan will fail to achieve the desired results while raising utility costs. ‘He has praised the governor for raising these

issues, but he has respectfully indicated that the solutions are either going to be very challenging or very expensive for
consumers,’ Rubio spokeswoman Jill Chamberlin said.” [Palm Beach Post, 8/14/07]
Rubio Voted for Energy Bill that would Regulate & Curb Greenhouse Gases On May 3, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill
that creates Energy Policy Governance Task Force; revises provisions for renewable energy source exemption; and excludes
assessed value of certain real property for determination of such exemption. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “The bill
included these provisions: It would have required all city, county, state and community-college facilities built after July 2008 to
meet national standards for conserving resources, including energy, water, raw materials and land; Carbon dioxide and other
emissions linked to global warming would have been tracked, with major producers identified. The move was considered a
first step to regulating and curbing greenhouse gases; and it would have provided a host of financial incentives promoting
alternative energy, including business and residential rebates for solar-power systems, investments in ethanol research and
payments to biofuel producers and retailers. [Orlando Sentinel, 6/21/07; CS/HB 7123 – Energy; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/22/07]

CAP & TRADE
Rubio Co-Sponsored The Energy Tax Prevention Act Of 2011 That Would Prohibit The EPA From Implementing
Cap-And-Trade Regulations. “Today, U.S. Senator Marco Rubio announced that he is a co-sponsor of the Energy Tax
Prevention Act of 2011 introduced by U.S. Sen. James Inhofe (R-OK) to prohibit the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) from implementing cap-and-trade regulations. The legislation was also introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives
by Rep. Fred Upton (R-MI). Senator Rubio is one of 42 co-sponsors in the Senate.” [Rubio Press Release, 3/3/11]
Rubio Once Privately Said That Carbon Emissions Should Be Capped. “Spending isn’t the only area where Rubio’s
record departs from conservative orthodoxy. Natural Resources Defense Council lobbyist Susan Glickman recalls sitting in
Rubio’s office during the start of the 2008 legislative session, where she says he spoke eloquently about clean technologies that
would help cut emissions. ‘He talked about the need to cap carbon emissions. I was very impressed with him, with his openmindedness, his forward thinking,’ said Glickman. On the trail, Rubio has shredded Crist for signing an executive order
mandating a cap-and-trade regime. But he also supported a bill that would give the state Department of Environmental
Protection the authority to create a program to rein in greenhouse emissions, with the caveat of requiring legislative approval.”
[Politico, 3/12/10]
Rubio Bashed Crist Over Cap And Trade, Property Insurance, And Immigration, Even Though he Supported These
Measures In The Past. “Rubio voted for some of the same measures for which he now criticizes Crist. - He criticizes the
governor for expanding Citizens Property Insurance Corp., Florida’s government-run property insurer, though he voted to do
just that. ‘The bill had a lot of other things in it that were good for Florida,’ Rubio said. - He bashes Crist for pushing a capand-trade program to lower greenhouse emissions, but Rubio voted for the bill that specifically declared that the Legislature
wants the state to pursue market-based strategies such as cap-and-trade. Rubio notes the bill placed legislative controls on the
governor’s environmental agenda, but Jerry Karnas of the Environmental Defense Fund called Rubio’s recent cap-and-trade
rhetoric a ‘total reversal’ from his position as House speaker. ‘He seemed much more moderate, more forward-thinking,”
agreed Susan Glickman of the Natural Resources Defense Council. ‘There’s definitely some posturing going on now.’” [St.
Petersburg Times, 11/8/09]
Rubio Said That His Support Of A Cap-And-Trade Program For Florida Was Only Intended To Ensure The State
Would Comply With Florida Legislation. “Gov. Charlie Crist’s plans for a third high-profile climate summit have been
indefinitely postponed as the Republican weighs the political cost of the event’s expensive price tag. ‘The political
circumstances have changed,’ said former state House Speaker Marco Rubio, who is challenging Crist in the GOP Senate
primary. ‘I guarantee you he won’t be touting the work he did with Sheryl Crow as part of his primary platform.’ Rubio,
meanwhile, has faced questions about his environmental policies. On the campaign trail, Rubio says a federal cap-and-trade
program to limit greenhouse gases will make America ‘the cleanest Third World country in the world.’ But he opened the 2007
legislative session by saying emission caps were inevitable. ‘Florida should be the Silicon Valley of that emerging industry,’
Rubio said at the time. A cap-and-trade program would force companies that exceed limits on greenhouse gas emissions to
buy ‘credits’ from companies that are below those limits. In 2008, under Rubio’s leadership, lawmakers passed the Florida
Climate Protection Act, which authorized the state to develop a cap-and-trade program. But Rubio said the bill, which Crist
signed at his 2008 summit, was not a sign of his support for such a program. ‘We wanted Florida to be in a position to comply

with federal legislation,’ Rubio said. Crist laughed recently at the suggestion that Rubio’s attacks have influenced his plans for
another summit. But Crist acknowledged he’s not sure whether to hold one. The reason: ‘Cost.’” [Palm Beach Post, 8/12/09]
Rubio Voted for Cap and Trade Legislation. On April 29, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that builds on last year’s energy
legislation and includes policies that includes adopting rules for a Cap-and-Trade Regulatory Program to address greenhouse
gas emissions from electric utilities, subject to legislative ratification. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, the bill “directs
the state to increase the use of ethanol in gasoline and to use renewable energy and conservation to meet future growth needs.
The bill also encourages the use of nuclear power, calls for establishing a cap-and-trade program for greenhouse gas emissions
and makes it easier to place power lines across state land.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 4/20/08; HB 7135 – Energy; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/16/08]

Coastal Drilling
Rubio Voted To Speed Up Drilling Permits In Sensitive Coastal Areas. On May 18, 2011, Rubio voted for proceeding to
a bill that would allow more coastal oil and gas exploration and speed the issuance of drilling permits to oil companies.
Specifically, the bill would direct the Secretary of the Interior to approve or deny permits for oil and gas drilling within 30 days
of receiving an application. If the secretary failed to act on a permit within 60 days of receiving an application, the permit
would be automatically approved. The legislation would also extend, for one year, leases that were stalled by a 2010 drilling
moratorium. Following the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010—in which 11 people died and oil wreaked
environmental havoc on the Gulf Coast—the Obama administration imposed an offshore drilling moratorium. The
administration lifted that moratorium in May 2010; however, Republicans argue that the administration had been too slow in
approving leases for drilling. The Obama administration countered that it was seeking to improve drilling safety in order to
prevent another oil spill disaster. Opponents of the legislation dismissed the Republican plan as a risky effort to accelerate
drilling without necessary safeguards in place. [Roll Call 73, S 953, 05/18/2011; The New York Times, 5/18/11]
Rubio Supported Offshore Drilling In The Gulf Of Mexico. “U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., has been a supporter of
drilling in the Gulf, noting it could be done safely with responsible oversight. ‘We need to recognize the BP oil spill was an
extraordinary disaster, but it should not force us to adopt an energy strategy that keeps us addicted to foreign oil,’ Rubio said.
‘If companies have made adjustments to their operations based on what was learned from the BP disaster, they should be able
to continue their energy exploration efforts.’” [The News Herald, 4/23/11]
Rubio Said That The BP Oil Spill Should Not Stand In The Way Of More Offshore Drilling; Did Support A
Moratorium On Keeping Rigs 125 Miles From The Panhandle And 235 Miles From Florida’s West Coast Until 2022.
“The oil industry and its supporters argue the rich reserves of the Gulf are too vital not to pursue, as long as precautions are
adopted to reduce risks. Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, echoing many Republican colleagues, insisted the spill should not stand in
the way of increasing domestic exploration. ‘We need to recognize the BP oil spill as an extraordinary disaster,” Rubio said,
‘but it should not force us to adopt an energy strategy that keeps us addicted to foreign oil.’ But Rubio does support a
congressional moratorium that now keeps rigs 125 miles from the Panhandle and 235 miles from Florida’s west coast. Crafted
by fellow Florida Sen. Bill Nelson, a Democrat, it expires in 2022 but some fear the boundary line could be redrawn or even
erased before then. [The Miami Herald, 4/16/11]
According To Opensecrets.org Blog, While Rubio Was Calling Out Hugo Chavez On Offshore Drilling, His
Campaign Spent Gas At Citgo. “OpenSecrets also spotlighted newly elected Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), who called out
Chávez during the campaign. The blog noted that the senator’s campaign spent $83 at Citgo even as he denounced Chávez.
When discussing offshore drilling in an interview with the Christian Broadcast Network, Rubio said Americans need to decide
whether the country should expand drilling. ‘The only question before us is how much of our future petroleum needs are
going to be met domestically and how much is going to be met by buying it from Hugo Chávez,’ he said.” [Environment And
Energy Daily, 2/1/11]
Center For Responsive Politics Highlighted Rubio’s Use Of Citgo During The 2010 While He Criticized Huge
Chavez And Promoted Energy Independence. “The race for Florida Senate, for example, featured three different
candidates competing for the seat, and expenditure reports filed by two of them, Democrat Kendrick Meek and Republican
Marco Rubio, show stops at Citgo gas stations. Meek spent $69 dollars at a single stop, while Rubio spent $83 in two separate
Citgo pit stops. Both candidates also spoke about the need for energy independence on the campaign trail. In an interview
with the Christian Broadcasting Network, Rubio even singled out Chavez, the leftist leader known for vitriolic anti-U.S.

screeds, and whose government owns and operates Citgo. ‘The only issue before us is how much oil does America want to
produce domestically and how much does it want to have to buy from maniacs like Hugo Chavez,’ he said. Rubio, like most
other candidates contacted for comment on BP or Citgo expenditures, did not respond to requests for comment from
OpenSecrets Blog. Other representatives whose campaigns fueled up at Citgo include Conyers, as well as other Republicans
recently elected or re-elected to the House of Representatives, such as Chip Cravaack, Candice Miller, Dan Benishek and
Marlin Stutzman.” [States News Services, 1/27/11]
After His Election To The Senate, Rubio Reiterated His Support For Off-Shore Drilling; As Speaker He Once
Advocated For Florida To Become “The Silicon Valley Of Green Technology.” In an interview with Environment And
Energy Policy, Rubio “showed a greener side. He veered from the anti-U.S. EPA, pro-drilling rhetoric that distinguished him
in the three-way Senate race from Republican-turned-independent Gov. Charlie Crist and that helped forge his uncertain
alliance with the tea party. Asked whether environmental protection efforts should be put on hold until the economy has
recovered, as many Republicans and industry leaders argue, Rubio challenged the premise, saying that environment and the
economy do not necessarily conflict. ‘I think that when it comes to Florida, they’re very much interrelated,’ he said. Rubio
went on to talk about the ‘huge potential’ of alternative energy and fuels and recalled how, as state House speaker, he
advocated for Florida to become ‘the Silicon Valley of Green Technology.’ ‘But I think we have to be realistic in the short
term about where our energy comes from,” he said. Some believe, perhaps optimistically, that as Rubio begins to build his
Senate résumé with an eye toward higher office, a greener side will emerge. So far, Rubio has only reiterated his support of
offshore drilling. Earlier this month, he criticized the Obama administration’s reversal of its pre-Deepwater Horizon decision
to expand offshore exploration, couching his argument in terms that assumed safety and referenced national security and job
creation. ‘I believe offshore oil exploration should continue to be part of America’s energy mix, so long as it can be done
safely,’ Rubio told the St. Petersburg Times. “I believe the administration’s new policy is an obstacle to job creation and
imperils our national security by making us more dependent on foreign oil from hostile regimes.’” [Environment And Energy
Policy, 12/13/10]
Rubio Modified His Pro-Drilling Stance After The Gulf Of Mexico Oil Spill. “Florida’s Senate and gubernatorial
candidates have had some of the sharpest differences about the spill, disagreeing over their support for offshore drilling. In the
Senate race, Democrat Kendrick Meek ran ads touting his longtime anti-drilling stance, a contrast to the positions of
Republican Marco Rubio and independent Charlie Crist, the state’s governor. Since the spill, Rubio has modified his prodrilling position, saying he wants more information about what went wrong on the Deepwater Horizon and assurances the
drilling can be done safely while Crist has returned to his once-held position against offshore drilling.” [The Associated Press,
10/29/10]
Rubio Supported Offshore Shore Drilling And Framed The Issues As One Of Energy Independence And National
Security. “Framing it as an issue of energy independence and national security, U.S. Senate hopeful Marco Rubio said Tuesday
that offshore drilling isn’t a dead issue for Florida. Rubio spoke to about 50 supporters at McGuire’s Irish Pub in Pensacola,
touching on issues ranging from the BP oil spill and health care to religious freedom and immigration. Rubio, who was on the
campaign trail through Northwest Florida on Tuesday, offered drilling as a temporary solution to the nation’s fuel dependency,
saying an entrepreneurial effort to make the country a leader in the production of cleaner alternative energy technology is
needed. ‘I want America to be a leader in energy-efficiency technology, energy diversity technology, alternative fuel,’ he said.
‘That’s going to take time. We need to find alternatives and that only happens through technological advances.’ Rubio’s
solution to the damaged tourism season in Northwest Florida includes a business incubation program to help jump-start
economic development, a program that would be similar to the Gulf Opportunity Zone Act of 2005, which established tax
incentives and bonds to rebuild the regions affected by hurricanes Katrina and Rita.” [Pensacola News Journal, 8/18/10]
Rubio Said He Does Not Believe A Ban On Offshore Drilling Amendment Should Be In The Florida Constitution.
“Marco Rubio was in Tampa today chatting with a group of small-business owners and picking up the endorsement of the
National Federation of Independent Business. If the Legislature does wind up putting a proposed constitutional ban on
offshore drilling on the ballot, I asked, would Rubio vote for it? ‘I would have to study it carefully and see the cost-benefit
analysis of it and what it means for Florida’s future. I think there are compelling arguments on both sides of that issue,’ Rubio
said. ‘There are some who believe offshore drilling would create all sorts of jobs in Florida. I would want to see the figures on
that and make sure that was true. I also would want to know more about the safety records of companies and what the
environmental history of some of these proponents are. On the other hand I believe America has to have all of its energy
resources at its disposal, and we do need drilling in the gulf as part of that platform.’ A few minutes later, Rubio told me he
misunderstood the question and that he wanted to clarify he absolutely would not vote for it. ‘I don’t believe it belongs in the
Constitution. The Florida Constitution is already full of all sorts of things that don’t belong in there.’ Rubio said he has no

problem giving Floridians the ability to vote on an offshore drilling ban, but it shouldn’t be through a special session.” [St.
Petersburg Times 7/19/10]
Rubio Would Established A Gulf Opportunity Zone For Those Affected By The 2010 Oil Spill; Opposed Banning
Off Shore Drilling. “If Marco Rubio were in the Senate today, his No. 1 priority would be to establish a Gulf Opportunity
Zone to help those suffering financially from the ongoing BP oil spill. ‘We did it once before with (Hurricane) Katrina,’ Rubio
told about 100 people gathered at the Fish House in downtown Pensacola on Wednesday. ‘It was passed in 2005 and provided
targeted tax relief to businesses and individual in the region.’ Rubio credited U.S. Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Chumuckla, with having
begun work on that project. Miller introduced a package of tax breaks earlier this month modeled after legislation approved
after Hurricane Katrina in 2005 aimed at helping businesses and individuals cope with the spill’s economic aftermath. Other
ideas to help stimulate the economy suffering from the oil spill that Rubio outlined include: • A sales tax holiday during which
businesses could keep sales taxes to help sustain operations. • Relaxing bag seasonal limits in fishing. • Freezing foreclosures
resulting from the spill. • Provide property tax relief ‘in a way that doesn’t cripple local governments.’ • Make claims checks tax
exempt. Rubio refused to call for a ban on drilling off Florida’s coast. About 10 percent of domestic oil comes from the Gulf
region, he said.” [Pensacola News Journal, 7/15/10]
Rubio Said That No Drilling Expansion Should Take Place Until An Investigation Of The Gulf Coast Oil Spill Was
Completed. “Rubio has strongly supported more drilling off Florida’s coast, but in the aftermath of the oil rig explosion near
Louisiana, he said Friday that no expansion should take place until that spill is investigated. ‘I believe you can safely drill for
oil. It’s done all over the world, it’s been done in the Gulf of Mexico,’ Rubio said. ‘We should be very concerned with what led
to this disaster, and until that question is answered I don’t think we can move forward on anything else.’” [St Petersburg
Times, 5/1/10]

Everglades
During The 2010 Senate Campaign, Rubio Disagreed With Crist Over Restoration Of The Everglades. “Rubio was at
odds with Everglades supporters during his Senate campaign, when he opposed Crist’s multimillion-dollar Everglades
restoration land deal with U.S. Sugar Corp., one of Florida’s two major sugar growers. On this point, several agreed that Crist
made himself an easy target, amid reports that the deal was brokered by U.S. Sugar lobbyists and carried a price tag much
higher than the market value. Rubio cited those reports, which eventually wound up on the front page of The New York
Times, in his criticism of Crist’s deal. At the same time, he was receiving campaign cash from Florida Crystals Corp., U.S.
Sugar’s chief rival, which waged a vigorous legal and public relations campaign to disparage the land deal.” [Environment And
Energy Policy, 12/13/10]
Rubio Opposed The Obama Administration’s Decision To Ban Florida Offshore Drilling Until 2017. “The BP
blowout -- which spewed an estimated 205.8 million gallons of oil and devastated the coastal economies of the Florida
Panhandle, Alabama and Louisiana -- prompted the administration to announce Wednesday that the two areas will remain offlimits until at least 2017. Republican Gov.-elect Rick Scott was stunned and unhappy about Wednesday’s announcement. ‘I
was not contacted. I don’t think that Gov. [Charlie] Crist was contacted,’ Scott said while making rounds on Capitol Hill. ‘I
absolutely oppose what they’ve done.’ Scott called for a path toward energy independence that includes safe drilling operations
‘rather than saying point-blank we’re not going to do it.’ U.S. Sen.-elect Marco Rubio, a fellow Republican, was also blunt: ‘I
do not support the administration’s decision. I believe offshore oil exploration should continue to be part of America’s energy
mix, so long as it can be done safely. I believe the administration’s new policy is an obstacle to job creation and imperils our
national security by making us more dependent on foreign oil from hostile regimes.’” [Orlando Sentinel, 12/2/10]
Rubio Sought To Slash Environmental Funding For The Everglades and Defund Nutrient Pollutant Regulations.
“Republicans in each capital called for sacrifice to prevent a yawning state budget gap and to ease the national debt. ‘We
believe in Everglades restoration. But we are facing a serious financial emergency in this country,’ Republican Sen. Marco
Rubio said in an interview last week. ‘There are a lot of worthy projects that are not going to get funded at the level they
should be funded. And there are a lot of worthy projects that are not going to get funded at all.’ But the clash over
environmental spending goes beyond money matters and reflects an underlying dispute between Democrats, who stress
pollution control, and Republicans, who warn against government rules that stifle the economy. “Oftentimes, agencies that are
regulating industries see the industries as the enemy, not as a partner in a joint endeavor,” Rubio said. He called for a balance
of ‘the desire to protect our natural environment with the necessity of having positive economic growth.’” [Sun-Sentinel,
2/28/11]

Rubio Supported Offshore Drilling As Long As “It Can Be Done Safely.” “Florida Republican Sen. Marco Rubio issued
a statement recently saying ‘so long as it can be done safely, I support offshore energy exploration as a way to meet our energy
needs, create jobs and reduce our dependency on foreign oil from unstable countries.” Rubio said he wants sensible safety
measures without ‘unreasonable regulations.’” [Miami Times, 1/19/11]
Rubio Was In Favor Of A Florida House Bill That Issued Bonds For Everglades Restoration And Doubled the
Maximum Annual Issuance Amount From $100 Million To $200 Million. “, Rubio voted when he was in the House in
favor of a 2008 bill that authorized issuing bonds for Everglades restoration. It also doubled the maximum annual issuance
amount from $100 million to $200 million.” [The Miami Herald, 9/17/10]
Fort Myers News Press Editorial: The 2008 Budget Only Had A Quarter Of What Was Spent The Year Previously
For Everglades Restoration. “With the financial crunch in Tallahassee, there were certain to be lots of losers in this year’s
state budget. Because of declining revenues, the budget had to drop $5 billion, to $65 billion, an actual 7 percent decline in
spending. The House finally found $50 million for Everglades restoration, only a quarter of what was spent this year but
enough to keep alive the state’s commitment to a fundamental environmental reform. But overall, the pain is worse than it
needs to be. It is very late in the day. The budget needs to be on lawmaker’s desks by Thursday.” [Fort Myers News-Press,
4/29/08]
Rubio Had Zero Dollars For Everglades Restoration In His Original Spending Plan. “A hush-hush late-night
agreement between House Speaker Marco Rubio and Senate President Ken Pruitt has salvaged money for Everglades
restoration but far less than had been previously funded or than the Senate sought. After House and Senate budget chiefs
signed off on an agreement Sunday, money for the multibillion-dollar Everglades cleanup effort was nonexistent. But after 10
p.m., Pruitt and Rubio, whose chamber had nixed money for the project, had a series of calls, resulting in the addition of $50
million for the project, on which Florida already has spent $2.4 billion. In addition, the South Florida Water Management
District has earmarked $229 million for the project. The Senate had included $100 million for the cleanup in its original
budget. The House had no money for it in its spending plan.” [Palm Beahc Post, 4/29/08]
Rubio Voted for Eliminating Funding for Animal Rehabilitation Programs. On April 10, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill
that provides for an annual transfer of $2 million from the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund and for an annual
transfer of $210,000 from the State Game trust Fund, within the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, to the General
Revenue Fund. According to the AP, the bill “would plug budget holes by dipping into a trust fund normally reserved for
treatment and rehabilitation programs for injured manatees and other marine mammals. Shifting $2 million from the Marine
Resources Conservation Trust Fund to other programs will essentially end the program, said Rep. Scott Randolph, D-Orlando,
who objected to the bill. The rehabilitation programs are at the University of Florida veterinary medicine school, the Lowery
Park Zoo in Tampa, the Miami Seaquarium and Orlando’s SeaWorld.” [Associated Press, 4/10/08; HB 5081 – Trust Funds of
the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/3/08]
Rubio Voted to Authorize Wetland Building Permits. On April 30, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that authorizes the
Department of Environmental Protection to seek to obtain authorization by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to develop an
expanded state programmatic general permit, or regional permits, for activities that will cause only minimal adverse
environmental effects. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, the bill “would make it easier to get wetlands permits for strip
malls and other projects on fewer than 5 acres […] The legislation would limit daily boat traffic from Epler’s marina to 15
percent of his storage capacity, or about 50 boats. That’s 13 more than approved by Lee County in 2005. The county allowed
the development because the expansion was requested before the county adopted a manatee protection plan.” [Tallahassee
Democrat, 4/27/07; CS/CS/HB 957 – Environmental Permitting; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/25/07]
Rubio Did Not His Full Support To The Everglades Skyway. It is, on its face, a highly unusual coalition: hard-core
environmentalists arm-in-arm with tourism boosters and the development interests that dominate most chambers of
commerce. But the Everglades Skyway isn’t your garden-variety transportation pipe dream: replacing 11 miles of Tamiami
Trail from just west of Krome Avenue to an area near the ValuJet crash site memorial with a signature bridge -- and a view
unlike any other. The coalition leaders recently briefed the new speaker of the Florida House, West Miami’s Marco Rubio. If
the enviros were hoping to have enlisted a powerful local champion for their cause, they better rethink their strategy. ‘It will
just go into the whole budget conversation,’ said Rubio spokeswoman Jill Chamberlain. ‘It will be on the table if somebody
puts it on the table, along with everything else.’” [The Miami Herald, 2/12/07]

Rubio Voted in Favor of Everglades “Glitch” Bill that Provided Little Real Protection. On May 27, 2003, Rubio voted
in favor of a bill meant to clarify language and provide greater protection for the Everglades, but that in fact did little to
protect water quality. According to the Palm Beach Post, “The House voted late Tuesday night to give final approval to the
second phase of a controversial and politically risky plan by Gov. Jeb Bush and the sugar industry to delay the Everglades
cleanup. Bush completed the first phase last week, when he signed a controversial bill that would allow the deadline for the
final phase of cleanup to be delayed from 2006 to 2016. On Tuesday, the Senate was the first to go along with the second part
of the plan, passing a so-called ‘glitch bill’ that Bush said should appease critics of the first bill by fixing some ambiguous
language. […] Bush said the changes would make the law more palatable to powerful critics in the Florida congressional
delegation who have warned that weakening standards for water quality in the Everglades will jeopardize $4 billion in federal
money for a massive project to improve water quantity. The new language would remove a handful of phases in the original
bill that allowed cleanup of polluting phosphorus to ‘the greatest extent practicable.’ The 1994 Everglades Forever Act, which
called for lowering phosphorus levels to 10 parts per billion by 2006, was the state’s pledge to settle a lawsuit brought by
federal regulators demanding cleanup. Environmentalists were quick to dismiss the bill. ‘The glitch bill does very little,’ said
Charles Lee, senior vice president of Audubon of Florida, one of the state’s largest environmental groups. ‘There will be no
discharge limits anywhere in the Everglades until 2016 and that makes the 10 parts per billion standard a mockery.’” [SB 54A Environmental and Conservation Lands; Palm Beach Post, 5/28/03]
Rubio Voted to Block Removal of the Rodman Dam by Establishing the George Kirkpatrick State Reserve. On May
2, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that created the George Kirkpatrick State Reserve surrounding the Rodman Dam. According to
the Associated Press, “The Rodman Dam received a reprieve Friday when the Legislature passed a bill creating a state reserve
around it that could keep the state from removing it and draining its reservoir. […] It names the new state reserve for the late
George Kirkpatrick, a former senator who supported keeping the dam. […] The dam was built as part of the Cross-Florida
Barge Canal project, which was abandoned in the 1970s. Environmentalists want to drain the huge reservoir and restore the
river, but many local residents want to keep it for fishing and recreation.” [Associated Press, 5/2/03; SB 2042 – George
Kirkpatrick State Reserve; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/7/03]

Land Conservation
FEDERAL
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To HR 2354 An Energy And Water Development And Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, That Would Mandate The Chief Of Engineers Certified That 100% Of The Cost Of Projects Be
Contributed By Non-Federal Entities. This amendment would ensure that Corps Of Engineers’ projects be paid for by
non-federal entities. According to the Congressional Record, “SA 1016. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill H.R. 2354, making appropriations for energy and water development and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: At the end of
title I of division A, add the following: Sec. 1__. The Corps of Engineers is authorized to carry out any project for which-- (1)
there is a signed report of the Chief of Engineers by the end of fiscal year 2012; and (2) prior to authorization, the Chief of
Engineers certifies that 100 percent of the cost of carrying out the project is contributed by a non-Federal entity or a group of
non-Federal entities.” [CR S7583,11/15/11]

FLORIDA
Rubio Voted To Create A Process For Removing The Florida Keys As An Area Of “Critical State Concern.” On April
20, 2006, Rubio voted for a bill that creates a new process for removing the designation of the Florida Keys Area as an area of
critical state concern and removes designation unless the Administration Commission finds that substantial progress toward
achieving specified goals has not been achieved. The bill also changed several regulations regarding the consequences of
removing the Florida Keys as an Area of State Concern. [HB 1299 - Areas of Critical State Concern; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/11/06]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Shifting Wetlands Protection from the Federal Government to the State. On April 20, 2005,
Rubio voted in favor of a bill that provided for all “dredge and fill” activities impacting 10 acres or less of wetlands or waters,
to be processed by the state. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “A bill that critics say could make it easier for developers

to destroy wetlands passed the Legislature Thursday. The bill would shift oversight of wetlands smaller than 10 acres from the
federal government to the state. […] The state defines wetlands differently from the Army Corps of Engineers […] ‘The
federal definition of what’s included is greater than the state’s,’ said Col. Robert Carpenter, who commands the Corps of
Engineers in Florida. That means stricter enforcement than the state would provide.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/6/05; HB 759
– Environmental Permitting Programs; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/15/05]

Hunting/Fishing
Rubio Voted to Require Game License Offices to Also Offer Voter Registration Forms. On April 29, 2006, Rubio
voted for a bill that would, “require commercial establishments that sell hunting and fishing licenses or trapping permits to
also offer have voter registration applications sent to Florida residents seeking a license. The establishment wouldn’t hand out
the voter registration form, or help the person register, but rather send the person’s name and address to elections officials
who would get them registered,” according to the Associated Press. [HB 125 – Voter Registration; Associated Press State and
Local Wire, 4/19/06]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Blocking Removal of a Dam and Establishing an “Anything-Goes” State Recreation Area.
On May 1, 2000, Rubio voted in favor of blocking removal of a dam and establishing a state recreation area on the Rodman
reservoir. According to the Palm Beach Post, “The House voted 70-45 Monday to create a state recreation area at the Rodman
Reservoir near Ocala, along with a last-minute bill amendment banning any limits on ‘recreational opportunities’ there.
Supporters said they meant hunting - not allowed in any other state park or recreation area - and fishing. But environmental
lobbyists said the freedom from regulation would cover almost any activity. ‘They just made this the biggest nude beach in
Florida,’ said Charles Lee of the Audubon Society, echoing an argument that environmentalists hope will resonate in the
family-values Senate. David White, of Florida Defenders of the Environment, said the bill also would allow water scooters,
mud-bogging and midnight shooting: ‘It’s the anything-goes state park.’ According to the St. Petersburg Times, “The Rodman
dam is the last vestige of the defunct Cross Florida Barge Canal. Environmentalists have been trying to get the dam torn down
for years so the Ocklawaha River can again run free. But powerful North Florida lawmakers say the huge Rodman reservoir created by the controversial dam - is a mecca for bass fishermen. This year, lawmakers are trying to pass a bill to turn the
Rodman Reservoir into an official state recreation area. The move would make it politically difficult for the state to ever tear
down the dam and restore the Ocklawaha.” [Palm Beach Post, 5/2/00; HB 1599 - Relating to Rodman Reservoir Recreation
Area; St. Petersburg Times, 4/29/00]

Natural Disasters
FEDERAL
Rubio Voted For The Senate Disaster Relief Package, But Believed The House Bill Made “Sense” Because The
Funding Was Paid For. “Last week, the Senate passed a measure approving $6.9 billion for FEMA, the federal disaster relief
agency, with the support of 10 GOP senators, including Florida’s Marco Rubio. But House Republican leaders wanted $3.65
billion in disaster aid instead -- and insisted that the funding be paid for, which meant cuts elsewhere in the budget. Outside
the Senate chamber Wednesday before the House vote, Rubio said disaster relief projects should be funded and not ‘held
hostage over political wrangling.’ Funding disaster relief, he said, is a ‘legitimate and proper’ role of the federal government.
But the aid should also be paid for, he argued, saying he voted for the Senate’s measure last week because it was the only
proposal on the table. With the House’s approach as an alternative, and with House Republicans promising to fully fund
disaster relief projects in the new fiscal year, Rubio said the House plan made sense. ‘I want it to be funded, and it should be
offset,’ he said.” [The Miami Herald, Naked Politics Blog, 9/21/11]

FLORIDA
Rubio Voted for Changing the Hurricane Damage Mitigation Program. On May 3, 2007, Rubio voted to change the
name of the hurricane damage mitigation program to the My Safe Florida Home Program. The program would allow
homeowners access to an inspection to check for ways to mitigate hurricane damage, multi-family units would now not be
eligible for free inspection. The bill provides matching grants, for up to $5,000, to single-family homeowners with a homestead
exemption and a total insured value under $500,000. Like inspections, multi-family units would now be ineligible for the grant.

Low-income homeowners would be exempt from the matching requirements. Homeowners, who have been inspected, can
apply for a no-interest loan, of up to $5,000, if mitigation actions are suggested in the inspector’s report. Matching grants of up
to $3,500 are available to manufactured and mobile homes. The bill creates, and provides $1 million in funding for, the Florida
Catastrophic Storm Risk Management Center of Excellence. The center is housed at the Florida State University and its
purpose is to promote and disseminate research on issues related to hurricane catastrophe loss and to assist in identifying and
developing education/research grant funding opportunities among Florida’s higher education intuitions and the private sector.
[CS/HB 7057 - Hurricane Damage Mitigation; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/24/07]
Rubio Voted to Create a Program to Reimburse Hurricane Insurance Policyholders. On December 16, 2004, Rubio
voted for a bill that transfers $150 million from the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund to Department of Financial Services
(DFS) and appropriates it as nonrecurring moneys to the Insurance Regulatory Trust Fund in DFS for use by DFS to provide
reimbursements to homeowners for multiple deductibles. The bill establishes a reimbursement program implemented by the
DFS to aid many homeowners/policyholders who had losses amounting to more than one hurricane deductible due to the
four hurricanes hitting Florida in 2004. [HB 9A – Hurricane Deductibles; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
12/14/04]

Oil Company Subsidies/Tax Breaks
Rubio Opposed A Democratic Plan To Wipe Out $2 Billion A Year In Tax Breaks For Oil Companies, Called The
Proposal A “Stunt.” “Sen. Marco Rubio called a Democratic plan to wipe out about $2 billion a year in tax breaks for the oil
industry a ‘stunt’ that would not affect gas prices, adding his voice to Republican opposition on the issue. ‘It’s a tax increase. I
don t vote for tax increases,’ Rubio told the Buzz. ‘Those are the same subsidies that are available to everybody and every
company. I’m interested in lowering gas prices. I’m not interested in wasting time talking about things that aren’t going to help
lower people’s gas prices.’” [St. Petersburg Times Buzz Blog, 5/17/11]
Rubio Voted Against Repealing Tax Breaks For Large Oil Companies. On May 17, 2011, Rubio voted against
proceeding on legislation that would repeal tax breaks for the five largest oil companies. Specifically, the legislation would
eliminate five different tax breaks, saving $21 billion over 10 years. Supporters of the bill stated that the tax breaks have
unfairly padded industry profits while consumers are struggling with high gas prices. [Roll Call 72, S 940, 05/17/2011;
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-503544_162-20063724-503544.html; The New York Times, 5/17/11]

Strategic Petroleum Reserve
Rubio Opposed Tapping Into The U.S. Strategic Petroleum Reserve. “The price of gas in Jacksonville has increased by
77 cents in the last year. With the possibility of $4 a gallon gas suddenly plausible fairly soon, and the possibility that this will
remain a political issue going into the 2012 elections, President Obama is considering tapping into the U.S. Strategic Petroleum
Reserve to lower the price of gas. The government tapped the reserve in 1991 during the first Iraq war and after Hurricane
Katrina in 2005. Nelson conceded that the reserve fund is only supposed to be for emergency, but he argued the situation
qualified. ‘This is an emergency in the Middle East,’ Nelson said. ‘And the uncertainty in that region has clearly raised gas
prices.’ But Florida’s other U.S. Senator, Republican Marco Rubio, disagreed. ‘The Strategic Petroleum Reserve exists for
emergencies and should only be used as a last resort,’ Rubio said. ‘As long as this president and members of Congress lack the
political will to implement an America first energy policy, we will continue to be subject to the whims of dictators and ups and
downs of the global oil market.’” [Florida Times-Union, 3/10/11]

Water/Sewer & Coastal Management
Rubio Introduced A Bill That Would Force The EPA To Scrap Its Set Of Florida Water Quality Standards And
Instead Accept Rules Drafted By the State Department Of Environmental Protection. According to The Florida
Independent, “Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., today introduced a bill that would force the EPA to scrap its set of Florida water
quality standards and instead accept rules drafted by the state Department of Environmental Protection. The bill is the Senate
companion to a measure introduced in the U.S. House in January by Rep. Steve Southerland, R-Panama City. The numeric
nutrient criteria, a set of standards designed to restrict waste in Florida waterways, were initially mandated by the EPA,

following a lawsuit bought by environmental groups. The Florida Department of Environmental Protection has since drafted
its own rules as a lower-cost alternative to the more stringent federal regulations. Environmentalists say the state-drafted rules
aren’t strict enough, and prefer that the EPA implement its version.” [The Florida Independent, 2/16/12]
Rubio Sponsored A Bill That Would Allow Florida Environment Officials Set Number Nutrient Criteria And Not
The EPA; Ensured That The EPA Followed the Standards That Were Unanimously Passed By The Florida
Legislature. This bill would prohibit the EPA from setting its own numeric nutrient criteria in Florida. A House Resolution
was co-filed, “Meanwhile, federal legislation also was filed last month through House Resolution 3856, the State Waters
Partnership Act of 2012, which would ensure that the EPA would end its efforts at setting numeric nutrient criteria for the
Sunshine State, and instead, leave it to state environmental officials. U.S. Rep. Steve Southerland, R-Florida, sponsored that
bill, which had 11 co-sponsors.” No CRS summary was written. According to the Sunshine State News, “The bill, entitled the
State Waters Partnership Act, would ensure the EPA follows the standards that unanimously passed the state Legislature
earlier this month.” [Orlando Business Journal, 2/17/12; Sunshine State News, 2/16/12]
Rubio Co-Signed A Letter To The EPA To Withdraw Nutrient Regulation That Was Mandated Under the Bush
Administration. “Several members of Florida’s Republican congressional delegation penned a letter last week to EPA
Administrator Lisa Jackson, urging her to withdraw the agency’s ‘job-killing’ water regulations in Florida. The ‘numeric
nutrient criteria,’ which were mandated under the Bush administration, aim to place stricter limits on phosphorus and
nitrogen, which lead to algal blooms and fish kills in state waterways. Citing a recent decision in Mississippi, the lawmakers
write that the EPA needs to ‘immediately reconsider’ its Florida standards.” [The Florida Independent, 9/26/11]
Rubio Has Argued In The Past That Regulatory Safeguards Against Pollutants From Failing Septic Tanks, Home
Fertilizers, And Industry Runoff. The Caloosahatchee River is in trouble and with it, the residents and businesses that line
its banks. The river, like many Florida waterways, has been inundated with large-scale algal blooms, likely brought on by an
abundance of nutrients found in failing septic tanks, home fertilizers and industry runoff. Florida currently has no regulatory
safeguard in place to protect its waterways, and citizens, from such nutrients. Attempts to create a nutrient standard have been
railed against by lawmakers like Sen. Marco Rubio, who has argued time and again that such regulations would be bad for
business. But according to residents of the small town of Alva, it is the lack of criteria, and the overwhelming presence of algal
blooms, that is proving bad for business. [The Florida Independent, 7/14/11]
Rubio Filed Amendment To S. 782 The Economic Development Revitalization Act Of 2011; Amendment Called For
Rescinding $45 Billion Of Unobligated Discretionary Appropriations And To Defund The EPA’s Regulation On
Nutrients In Florida. According to a Rubio press release, “As the Senate debates reauthorizing S. 782, Rubio has filed the
following amendments to address Americas out of control spending and a regulatory environment that is an impediment to
job creation: To rescind $45 billion of unobligated discretionary appropriations. This was formally introduced by Rubio as
S.726, the Decrease Spending Now Act. To rescind $3 billion of unobligated discretionary appropriations to cover the
expected new spending in the EDA reauthorization. To defund the Environmental Protection Agencys (EPA) latest
economically devastating regulation on nutrients in the State of Florida.” [States News Serice, 6/20/11]
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S.782 (Economic Development Revitalization Act Of 2011) That Would None
Of The Funds Of The Reauthorization Of The Recovery Act Be Used To Enforce The EPA’s Water Quality
Standards For Florida. This amendment to the would prohibit funding for the EPA’s water quality standards for Florida.
According to the Congressional Record, SA 435. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him to
the bill S. 782, to amend the Public Works and Economic Development Act of 1965 to reauthorize that Act, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows. On page 29, after line 20, add the following: SEC. 22. WATER
QUALITY STANDARDS. None of the amounts made available by this Act, the amendments made by this Act, or any other
provision of law may be used to implement, administer, or enforce the final rule of the Environmental Protection Agency
entitled ‘Water Quality Standards for the State of Florida’s Lakes and Flowing Waters’ (75 Fed. Reg. 75762 (December 6,
2010)).” [CR S3695, 6/9/11]
Rubio Opposed The EPA’s Number Nutrient Regulation On Florida; Agreed With Governor Rick Scott. Sen. Marco
Rubio, who has been making a splash across the country with his recent stand against raising the debt ceiling, said Monday
that he backs Florida Gov. Rick Scott in a fight against the Environmental Protection Agency, the Sunshine State New service
reported Monday. Scott, a Republican, is in a dispute with the EPA over water standards, which he says restrict job growth in
the state. ‘The EPA’s numeric nutrient regulations for Florida unjustifiably single out our state, place costly regulations on job
creators, and put us at a competitive disadvantage with other states,’ Rubio said. ‘In sum, the EPA’s numeric nutrient

regulations destroy Florida jobs by raising the costs of doing business without so much as considering the regulatory efforts
already in place and currently being pursued by the state.’” [Newsmax, 4/26/11]
The Stuart News Op-Ed: Rubio Should Revoke His Anti-Environment Amendment. “U.S. Congressman Tom Rooney
and U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio have each tacked an amendment onto must pass federal budget proposals. The amendments will
prohibit the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency from limiting the amounts of excessive and harmful phosphorus and
nitrogen that can be flushed into Florida’s waters. Mssrs. Rooney and Rubio need facts to guide their leadership as they
represent us in Washington, D.C. Fair enough. I think I can help. The new anti-pollution rules rolled into Florida as a court
settlement by the Environmental Protection Agency after environmental groups sued to force the agency to enforce the Clean
Water Act, landmark laws overwhelmingly enacted into federal law by both the Congress and Senate in 1972. The new
science-based rules were a collaboration between the state’s Department of Environmental Protection and the agency. At the
public hearings in which these new science-based rules were vetted, public comments were 10-1 in favor of the new
regulations. That’s because Floridians understand the critical importance of clean water.” [Sarah Heard The Stuart News,
4/7/11]
The Florida Independent Op-Ed Rubio Was Wrong To State That The EPAs Decision To Create New Water
Quality Standards For Florida Started Under Obama. “Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., and Rep. Tom Rooney, R-Stuart, have
unveiled a new argument in their quest to fight the EPAs decision to create new water quality standards for Florida: The
Obama Administration did it. In doing so, they overlook the fact that the mandate to implement the rules was decided on by
the George W. Bush Administration. Shortly after President Barack Obama took office, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency drafted a new mandate to regulate numeric nutrients in Floridas rivers, lakes and streams. These standards would
impact Florida and no other state, setting higher standards for runoff water than we have for drinking water. The decision to
create the nutrient criteria occurred on Jan. 14, 2009 and was actually one of the EPAs last acts under the Bush administration
This determination triggered a mandatory duty for EPA to promulgate such standards, according to the Bureau of National
Affairs.” [The Florida Independent, 3/29/11]
Rubio Offered Amendments To End The Stimulus And The EPA’s Funding Of Numeric Nutrient Standards. In
order to reduce the deficit, “Senator Rubio is offering amendments that would: Prohibit appropriations through S.493 or any
other provision of law to fund the EPAs numeric nutrient standards. Rescind unobligated stimulus funds. In 2010, as part of
his 12 simple ways to cut spending in Washington, Senator Rubio said that he would propose ending the stimulus program so
as to cut spending in Washington. Furthermore, Senator Rubio announced that he will offer his amendment to defund the
EPAs enforcement of job-destroying numeric nutrients regulations to every major bill until the issue is resolved. Florida is
suffering from double-digit unemployment, but all Washington offers are more regulations that will cost our state billions,
destroy jobs, and hurt families, businesses and farmers. It is critical that the Senate act to defund the EPAs enforcement of
standards that will only hurt Florida and our country.” [States News Service, 3/15/11]


Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S. 493 That Would None Of The Funds Of The Reauthorization Of The
Recovery Act Be Used to Enforce The EPA’s Water Quality Standards For Florida. This amendment to the
Recovery Act’s reauthorization would prohibit funding for the EPA’s water quality standards for Florida. According to the
Congressional Records, “SA 175. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
493…none of the funds made available by this Act or any other provision of law may be used to implement, administer,
or enforce the final rule of the Environmental Protection Agency entitled ‘Water Quality Standards for the State of
Florida’s Lakes and Flowing Waters’ (75 Fed. Reg. 75762 (December 6, 2010)).” According to the Florida Independent,
Rubios plan mirrors a similar measure by Rep. Tom Rooney, R-Tequesta, who inserted a rider into the House budget bill
that would severely limit the EPAs funding for water-quality criteria in Florida. Now Rubio is planning to insert a similar
rider in the budget resolution in an effort to bar the EPA from implementing those rules.” [CR S1684, 3/15/11; The
Florida Independent, 3/3/11]

Rubio Voted For A Bill That Would Have Cut Federal Spending For the Rest Of Fiscal 2011 by $61 Billion; Bill
Contained Eliminating Funds For The EPA To Enforce New Water-Pollution Regulations. “Florida’s senators split in
a vote Wednesday on legislation passed by the House that would cut $61 billion in federal spending for the rest of fiscal 2011.
Republican Marco Rubio voted for the bill and Democrat Bill Nelson voted against it. The final tally was 44 votes in favor of
the bill and 56 against. The proposal required 60 votes to pass, under a Senate agreement. It’s uncertain now how the
Republican House and Democratic Senate will resolve their dispute over how much to spend through Sept. 30. A short-term
spending bill expires March 18. Rubio called the spending cuts in the House bill ‘a drop in the bucket’ compared to the
country’s $14 trillion in debt, but a step in the right direction. He supported a provision to eliminate money that would allow
the Environmental Protection Agency to enforce new water-pollution regulations that are contentious in Florida. Rubio said

entitlement spending, which the legislation didn’t address, also must be reduced. ‘While reducing discretionary spending is an
important goal, Washington is devoting a disproportionate amount of time to a tiny slice of the budget while ignoring the fact
that continued inaction on saving Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid is bankrupting our country,’ Rubio said.”
[Tallahassee Democrat, 3/10/11]
David Guest Of Earthjustice Said Rubio’s Rider Had No Impact On The Implementation Of The Nutrient
Pollution Regulation Environmentalist: “It Is Like Saying The Clean Water Act Doesn’t Apply South Of The
Georgia Line.” “Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Florida, wants to insert a measure in the forthcoming budget resolution that would bar
the Environmental Protection Agency from implementing water pollution rules that business groups in Florida oppose.
Congressional action cannot undo the new pollution rules, said David Guest of Earthjustice, the law firm that successfully
pursued the lawsuit against the EPA. Because the rules are in place ‘that means people have to comply with it,’ he said. To
argue otherwise “is like saying the Clean Water Act doesn’t apply south of the Georgia line.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 3/3/11]
Rubio Sought To Slash Environmental Funding For The Everglades and Defund Nutrient Pollutant Regulations.
“Republicans in each capital called for sacrifice to prevent a yawning state budget gap and to ease the national debt. ‘We
believe in Everglades restoration. But we are facing a serious financial emergency in this country,’ Republican Sen. Marco
Rubio said in an interview last week. ‘There are a lot of worthy projects that are not going to get funded at the level they
should be funded. And there are a lot of worthy projects that are not going to get funded at all.’ But the clash over
environmental spending goes beyond money matters and reflects an underlying dispute between Democrats, who stress
pollution control, and Republicans, who warn against government rules that stifle the economy. “Oftentimes, agencies that are
regulating industries see the industries as the enemy, not as a partner in a joint endeavor,” Rubio said. He called for a balance
of ‘the desire to protect our natural environment with the necessity of having positive economic growth.’” [Sun-Sentinel,
2/28/11]


Rubio Sought To Defund Nutrient Pollutant Regulation. A Clean Water Revolving Fund to help states pay for
wastewater treatment and prevent water pollution would be whacked by 67 percent. Florida’s share would be cut by $47
million, according to House Democrats. The bill also includes an amendment by U.S. Rep. Tom Rooney, R-Tequesta, to
de-fund the EPA’s enforcement of new water pollution standards in Florida. Republicans and some Democrats in the
state say the standards are too costly for communities to meet and would stifle Florida’s economic recovery. Rubio plans
to push the same amendment in the Senate. ‘It is having a chilling and frightening impact on our agriculture industry,’
Rubio said. ‘One of the tools Congress has to prevent things like this from going into effect is to basically say we are not
going to fund the implementation of these sorts of onerous regulations that have such negative impact on our state.’”
[Sun-Sentinel, 2/28/11]

Rubio Voted to Transfer $2.35 Million from the Inland Protection Fund to the Coastal Protection Fund. On October
12, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that “provides for an additional $2.35 million of pollutant tax proceeds to be transferred from
the Inland Protection Trust Fund to the Florida Coastal Protection Trust Fund. The Inland Protection and the Florida Coastal
Protection trust funds are created within the Department of Environmental Protection”, according to the Florida House of
Representatives staff analysis. [HB 5007C – Distribution of Excise Taxes on Fuel and Other Pollutants; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 10/1/07]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Cutting Funding for the Ecosystem Management and Restoration Trust Fund. On April 12,
2007, Rubio voted in favor of eliminating the transfer of .2 percent sales tax to the Ecosystem Management and Restoration
Trust Fund, administered by the Department of Environmental Protection and used for water quality improvement and water
restoration projects. The bill will reduce funds to the Ecosystem Management and Restoration Trust Fund by $45.9 million
and increase General Revenue by the same amount. [CS/HB 7061 – Distribution of Sales and Use Tax Revenues.; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/30/07]
Rubio Did Not Vote on Whether to Cut $30 Million from the Water Protection and Sustainability Program Trust
Fund. On April 12, 2007, Rubio did not vote on a bill to reduc funds distributed to the Water Protection and Sustainability
Program Trust Fund (WPSPTF) by $30 million per year. The documentary stamp tax provides revenue to the General
Revenue Fund and various trust funds, including $100 million each fiscal year for WPSPTF. This bill provides that effective
July 1, 2007; the amounts distributed from documentary stamp tax collections to the WPSPTF in the Department of
Environmental Protection may not exceed $70 million in each fiscal year. [HB 7059 – Water Protection and Sustainability
Program Trust Fund; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/20/07]

Rubio Voted in Favor of Directing Advisory Council on Condominiums to Research Hurricane Protections. On May
2, 2005, Rubio voted in favor of a bill directing the Advisory Council on Condominiums to hold public hearings, study
available options and proposals and prepare a report to the Legislature, including recommended legislation, dealing with the
protection and preservation of condominium property at the time of anticipated catastrophic windstorm events and the
recovery and rebuilding following such events. The bill also provides that a fine by a homeowner’s association against a
member may not become a lien on a homeowner’s parcel unless it is imposed for violations of use restrictions on the land.
[HB 1593 – Community Associations; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/22/05]
Rubio Voted for the Coastal Redevelopment Hazard Mitigation Demonstration Act. On May 1, 2003, Rubio voted for
a bill that would require coastal counties and municipalities to include in their coastal management plan policies that address
objectives and principles for the implementation of hazard mitigation strategies. The bill would allow the creation of 5
demonstration projects to allow for the redevelopment of coastal areas within designated high hazard areas. [HB 435 – Coastal
Redevelopment Hazard Mitigation; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/10/03]
Rubio Voted for Preventing the Tampa Bay Water Authority from Consuming Water from Northeast Hillsborough
County. On May 16, 2003, Rubio voted for a water management bill that would prevent the Tampa Bay Water Authority
from developing water wellfields in northeast Hillsborough County. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “There is the
potential to tap 26-million gallons a day from beneath east Pasco. In Hillsborough, the booty is even bigger at 39-million
gallons a day. We highlight the numbers since an end-of-session amendment from Russell’s boss, House Speaker Johnnie Byrd
Jr., not only reverses the bill’s intent and green lights Tampa Bay Water to try to acquire the unused water, it also prohibits the
utility from seeking 8-million gallons of groundwater a day from beneath the 12,000-acre Cone Ranch in Byrd’s district. It is
provincial thinking at its worst. Byrd’s backyard should not be targeted for future pumping because it is harmful to lakes and
wetlands, but other locations are fair game? His environmental concern obviously ends at the district line. The precedent is
unnerving to Tampa Bay Water…. Byrd originally altered Russell’s bill to allow any of the six member governments in Tampa
Bay Water to veto new groundwater pumping within their boundaries. It was a poorly disguised attempt to keep the new wells
from Cone Ranch. The amendment that surfaced late last week didn’t even attempt subterfuge. It prohibits ‘consumptive use
of water from groundwater in northeastern Hillsborough County north of Knights Griffin Road and east of State Road 39.’
That is the geographical location for Cone Ranch. It also states that Tampa Bay Water should ‘identify alternative methods of
extending the use of existing water resources, including . . . the potential rights of exiting permit holders to share water.’ So,
sale of water is outlawed in Russell’s proposed legislation, but sharing is allowable under Byrd’s. Sharing. What a wonderful
euphemism for profiteering. Particularly in someone else’s back yard.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/4/03; HB 105A – Water
Resources; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 5/14/03]
Rubio Voted for Creating the Citrus/Hernando Waterways Restoration Council. On April 28, 2003, Rubio voted for
creating the Citrus/Hernando Waterways Restoration Council. Members of the Council will be appointed by the President of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House. Council members from Citrus and Hernando will form separate county task forces
to address waterways within their respective counties. Responsibilities of the Council will include reviewing audits and data
related to lake restoration and sport fish recovery that apply to Citrus/Hernando waterways, evaluating the need for additional
studies, exploring funding sources for restoration activities, and annually reporting to the Legislature. The bill also would
create a technical advisory group to the Council consisting of one representative each from the District, the Department of
Environmental Protection, the Department of Transportation, the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the
Withlacoochee River Basin Board, Coastal Rivers Basin Board, and the United States Army Corps of Engineers. Members of
the technical advisory group, except those from the basin boards, will be required to have training in biology or another
scientific discipline. The bill will authorize development of the Citrus/Hernando Waterways restoration program and,
contingent upon available funding, direct the appropriate agencies to award contracts through a competitive bidding process
to implement the restoration program. [HB 221 – Water Management; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/4/03]

ENTERTAINMENT
Film & Digital Media
Rubio Voted for Tax Credits for Entertainment Projects. On April 30, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that creates an
entertainment industry financial incentive program within the Office of Film and Entertainment in the Executive Office of the
Governor. The program’s purpose is to encourage the use of this state as a site for filming, and for providing production
services for, motion pictures, made-for-television movies, commercials, music videos, industrial and education films, and
television programs by the entertainment industry. There are two types of reimbursement incentives provided in the bill. The
first is a reimbursement of up to 15% for qualifying expenditures in Florida for a qualified production that demonstrates a
minimum of $850,000 in total qualified expenditures. The second type of reimbursement provides a payment not to exceed
5% of annual gross revenues on qualified expenditures before taxes or $100,000, whichever is less, for a digital media-effects
company in the state that provides digital material to a qualified production certified by OFE. Another type of incentive
offered by the legislation pertains to convincing a certified qualified relocation project, as defined in the bill, to move its
operation to Florida. If certified by OFE, such a project is eligible for a onetime incentive payment of 5% of its annual gross
revenues before taxes for the first 12 months of conducting business in its Florida domicile or $200,000, whichever is less.
[HB 1149 - Economic Development; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/18/03]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Repealing Talent Agency Regulations. On April 22, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of a bill
eliminating the licensure and regulatory requirements for talent agencies. The Department of Business and Professional
Regulation would no longer have licensure enforcement authority; however, criminal violations will still be handled by the
State Attorney’s Office. Additionally, individuals will maintain the ability to seek civil action through the court system. [HB
1811 - Talent Agencies; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/3/03]

FAMILY ISSUES
Department of Children & Family Services
Rubio Voted for Reorganization of Department of Children and Family Services. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for
the bill that makes organizational changes to the Department of Children and Family Services in order to achieve a cost
savings from the efficiencies of establishing zones comprised of one or more DCFS districts and the region. [HB 1845 Department of Children and Family Services; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/24/04]
Rubio Voted Provide New Requirements for Statewide Shared Financial Risk Pool Intended to Protect Providers of
Foster Care. On March 18, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill that directs the Department of Child and Family Services (DCFS) to
submit a proposal related to a statewide shared financial risk pool intended to protect community-based lead agencies who
deliver foster care and related services on October 1, 2004 instead of December 31, 2002. The financial risk program is
intended to protect eligible lead agencies that contract with the department. It removes a provision which restricts the use of
funds, from the risk pool, to provide continuity of care in the event of the failure of a lead agency, discontinuance of service
by a provider, or financial misconduct. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, “Shifting the care of Florida’s 50,000 abused
and neglected children to private agencies is headed toward completion this year, despite conflicting evidence on whether it
keeps kids safer. ‘Community-based care’ entrusts the treatment, foster care and adoption of abused children to local
nonprofit agencies instead of the state Department of Children & Families, a giant bureaucracy with a history of children’s
disappearances and deaths. […] When USF looked at children re-abused within a year after the first documented abuse, the
results in nine out of 12 counties under community-based care were worse than in areas where the state was still in charge. For
example, in Walton and Volusia counties, 13 percent of the children experienced a second episode of abuse versus 10 percent
in DCF-supervised counties. […] In five local counties, Camelot Community Care provides the caseworkers who visit children
taken from their homes, arrange for the help they need and recommend to the court what should happen to them. An
Arizona-based for-profit company, Providence Service Corp., provides management services such as accounting and
technology to Camelot. For those tasks, Providence gets 10 percent of the money Camelot gets from the state. Providence
recently reported a 37-percent jump in quarterly profits on accounts with not-for-profit organizations. ‘We came to Florida
and (16) other states to try to make a significant difference for children and families,’ said Boyd Dover, who will move to
Florida to run Providence’s newly created subsidiary here. ‘After all is said and done, a for-profit company wants to make a
little money in Florida.’ Dover, who will live in Clearwater, will be joining the board of Big Bend Community Based Care at
Camelot’s request. The six-person board that runs the agency and evaluates how it’s doing is drawn exclusively from Camelot
and the other two private companies that formed the agency and receive its state funding. That will amount to more than $12
million in the coming fiscal year. The board works with and for Big Bend’s executive director, who was hired by and can be
fired by the board. That means there’s no independent oversight of the agency, other than DCF, to make sure that children’s
needs rather than financial considerations are driving decisions.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 5/16/04; HB 723 – Foster Care
Services; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/23/04]

Child Support & Alimony
Rubio Voted to Amend Alimony Laws. On April 28, 2008, Rubio voted for a bill that allows the court to consider the
existence of a supportive relationship between an obligee and a person who is not related by consanguinity or affinity and with
whom the obligee resides when determining the initial award of alimony. [CS/HB 453 – Alimony; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/20/08]
Rubio Voted to Change Alimony Laws. On May 4, 2005, Rubio voted for the bill that replaces the type of relationship to
be considered by the court, in deciding whether to reduce or terminate alimony, from that of a “de facto marriage” between
the obligee and a person of the opposite sex to that of a “supportive relationship” between the obligee and a live-in, nonrelative. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, the bill “would free individuals from paying alimony to a former spouse who
is living with another person, even if they’re not married. The proposal (SB 152) would authorize courts to modify or
terminate payment of alimony if there is proof a former spouse is cohabiting with a person of the opposite sex without being
legally married.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 3/31/05; CS/SB 152 – Alimony; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 2/25/05]

Rubio Voted For Child Support Measures. On April 27, 2005, Rubio voted for the bill that includes a number of proposals
that increase coordination between state and local agencies to establish orders for paternity and support, enforce the parent’s
responsibility to pay support, and ensure that the monies collected get to children and their families. The Orlando Sentinel,
“The measure makes several changes, many of them technical, dealing with how a child’s father is determined and how child
support is collected. Among the changes is one that could allow paternity to be established without a court order in some
cases when genetic testing is conclusive. The measure also requires the state to accept and disburse child-support payments
electronically directly to the recipients’ bank accounts, rather than send out checks as it does now. Department of Revenue
Director Jim Zingale said the measure is expected to increase child-support collections by $600 million during five years. The
state collected just more than $1 billion in child support last year in about 690,000 cases.” [HB 1283 - Child Support; Orlando
Sentinel, 5/21/05]
Rubio Voted for Child Support Enforcement. On April 14, 2005, Rubio voted for the bill that acts as a catch all bill for
child and medical issues. Provisions include: penalties for employers, unions, and plan administrators not in compliance with
requirements of the national medical support notice; authorizes the department to continue reporting to consumer reporting
agencies once past due amount is paid if current support is still owed; and provides for collection of support from workers’
compensation settlements. [HB 775 - Child Support Enforcement; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/6/05]

Parental Rights
Rubio Voted for Grandparents Rights in Endangerment Cases. On April 18, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that may be
cited as the “Zahid Jones, Jr. Give Grandparents and Other Relatives a Voice Act” and the bill makes a number of changes to
Florida Statutes in order to give grandparents and other relatives a greater chance of voicing concerns. According to the NewsPress, the bill is a “fitting tribute to Zahid, a 3-year-old Fort Myers’ boy whose mother’s boyfriend is accused of fatally beating
him. If the measure takes effect, grandparents and other relative caregivers would have a greater say in court proceedings
involving a child’s care. Zahid’s grandmother was shut out of judicial proceedings prior to his death, though she had long been
concerned about his welfare. Given the opportunity to participate, her information might have prompted officials to remove
Zahid from harm’s way. […] The bill also designates the first Sunday after Labor Day as Grandparents’ & Family Caregivers’
Day, a welcome gesture of appreciation for the most important adults in some children’s lives.” [5. CS/CS/HB 1271 – Care of
Children; News Press, 4/28/09]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Allowing Fathers Greater Leeway To Challenge Paternity. On May 2, 2006, Rubio voted in
favor of a bill that allows that a father may challenge a paternity judgment at any time until the child’s 18th birthday, provided
that DNA testing shows he is not the biological father and other specified conditions are met. If the father prevails, his future
child support obligations will terminate. Current law only allowed for challenging paternity up to one year after a judgment
determining the man to be the father. [HB 221 – Paternity; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/13/06]
Rubio Voted to Advance Parental Notification of Abortion as a Ballot Issue. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted to approve
a ballot measure requiring parental notification for abortions performed on a minor. According to the Associated Press, “In
the waning hours of the legislative session, the state House approved a ballot measure late Friday that would require parental
notification when girls seek abortions. […] Lawmakers want to change the state constitution because last summer the Florida
Supreme Court ruled that a 1999 parental notice law violated the privacy rights of girls. The ballot measure would create an
exception to that privacy right. The measure includes a requirement that any future law would have to include a ‘judicial
bypass’ to let girls who are victims of incest seek a waiver of the law from a judge.” [HJR 1 – Parental Notification of Abortion
on a Minor; Associated Press, 5/1/04]
Rubio Voted to Establish a Parent Coordination Program for Child Related Disputes. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted
for a bill that provides the statutory framework for parenting coordination, a process the court may use to assist certain
parents in resolving their child related disputes and implement their parenting plan. The bill provides for the circumstances
under which parenting coordination may be ordered, defines the duties of the parent coordinator, provides for minimum
qualifications of a parent coordinator, prohibits parenting coordinators from performing certain other functions, and provides
the parenting coordinator with limited immunity. [CS/SB 2640 – Parent Coordination Program; Florida Senate Staff Analysis,
3/15/04]

Rubio Voted to Make Changes to Florida’s Adoption Law. On April 25, 2003, Rubio voted to make changes to Florida’s
adoption law. The bill would make the interests of the state, the mother, the child, and the adoptive parents outweigh the
interests of an unwed biological father who does not demonstrate a relationship with his child. The bill would also create the
Florida Putative Father Registry, which an unmarried biological father must register in order to retain any parental rights. The
Sun-Sentinel reported that “Florida’s so-called ‘Scarlet Letter’ law, requiring some women to detail their sexual past in
newspaper ads before putting a child up for adoption, would become history under a bill passed by the Senate and sent to the
governor Monday. The law required a mother to take out a legal notice in a newspaper where her baby was conceived when
she was unable to track down the birth father to notify him about adoption proceedings. The ads had to include a woman’s
name and physical description while naming or describing the possible father(s) and listing the date and city of conception.”
[Sun-Sentinel, 4/29/03; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/22/03; 138. HB 835 – Adoption]

Foster Youth
Rubio Voted To Amend Language Regarding Safe Haven Protection For Surrendered Newborn Infants. On April 2,
2008, Rubio voted for a bill that amends provisions related to the safe abandonment of newborn infants. The bill extends the
period of time in which a newborn infant may be safely surrendered from 3 days to 7 days; requires hospitals to fill out birth
certificates without identifying the mother where the mother gives birth to the infant in the hospital, expresses an intent to
surrender the infant in the hospital, and requests anonymity on the birth certificate; re-states in a different section of law the
provision creating a presumption of consent to termination of parental rights conferred by safe surrendering; deletes
requirements for child-placing agencies to pursue the parent of a safely surrendered child, if known, for the purpose of
providing notice of hearings and obtaining consent to termination of parental rights, and prohibits child-placing agencies from
pursuit; deletes requirement of consent to adoption or an affidavit of non-paternity for termination of parental rights to a
safely surrendered infant; and replaces the term “abandoned” with “surrendered” throughout various section of applicable law.
[HB 7007 – Safe Haven Protection for Surrendered Newborn Infants; Florida House of Representatives, 2/15/08]
Rubio Voted for Changing Rules for Florida’s Foster and Dependent Children. On April 18, 2007, Rubio voted for a
bill that would strengthen standards and allow foster and dependent children to attend home or private schools. According to
the Florida House of Representatives staff analysis, the bill amends Florida Statues “to replace ‘goals for dependent children’
with ‘rights for dependent children and you’. The bill amends the substance of a number of the current goals, creates three
additional rights, and appears to equate minimum standards of care with ‘rights’.” According to Representative Will S.
Kendrick (R), “House Bill 507 simply requires a list of minimum expectations for foster youth, their families and those who
care be put in one place in an appropriate form. This bill does not provide for any new rights for foster youth and does not
promote litigation. All rights listed in the proposed legislation are in current statutes and this bill clearly provides a tool to
educate foster youth of their rights while in care. This bill is about improving the foster care system by empowering the foster
youth by providing them valuable information to allow them to actively participate in the planning processes.” [CS/CS/HB
507 – Dependent Children and Youth; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/16/07]

Adoption
Rubio Voted To Make Changes To Florida’s Adoption Law. On April 25, 2003, Rubio voted to make changes to
Florida’s adoption law. The bill would make the interests of the state, the mother, the child, and the adoptive parents outweigh
the interests of an unwed biological father who does not demonstrate a relationship with his child. The bill would also create
the Florida Putative Father Registry, which an unmarried biological father must register in order to retain any parental rights.
The Sun-Sentinel reported that “Florida’s so-called ‘Scarlet Letter’ law, requiring some women to detail their sexual past in
newspaper ads before putting a child up for adoption, would become history under a bill passed by the Senate and sent to the
governor Monday. The law required a mother to take out a legal notice in a newspaper where her baby was conceived when
she was unable to track down the birth father to notify him about adoption proceedings. The ads had to include a woman’s
name and physical description while naming or describing the possible father(s) and listing the date and city of conception.”
[Sun-Sentinel, 4/29/03; HB 835 – Adoption; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/22/03]

Marriage

Rubio Voted to Establish a Commission on Marriage and Family. On May 1, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would
establish the Commission on Marriage and Family Support Initiatives within the Department of Children and Families. The
responsibilities of the commission include developing comprehensive statewide strategies to facilitate the connection of
responsible fathers and mothers with their families and children, to increase the availability of and access to parenting and
relationship skills education and training, and to encourage and support the formation and maintenance of two-parent families.
[SB 480 – Commission on Marriage & Family; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/19/03]

Other
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Bill That Would Crack Down On Child Pornography. “By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. RUBIO): S. 1308. A bill to amend title 18, United States Code, with respect to child pornography
and child exploitation offenses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today I am introducing
legislation to help protect children from Internet predators and pornographers. I am joined by the distinguished senior Senator
from Minnesota, Senator KLOBUCHAR, with whom I serve on the Judiciary Committee and who is herself a former
prosecutor. The same bill has been introduced in the House by Judiciary Committee Chairman Rep. LAMAR SMITH and
Rep. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Technology can do so much for us today, but it also has a dark side. Students and
Senators can use it, but so can predators and pornographers. Sadly, in some ways children are more at risk than ever and we
must do whatever we can to protect them. This means equipping law enforcement with the tools they need to combat the
sexual exploitation of children wherever it occurs. This bill does several things. First, it makes it a crime to financially facilitate
access to child pornography. Second, this bill requires companies such as Internet service providers to retain information such
as subscriber network addresses for at least 18 months. Third, it expands existing authority to issue administrative subpoenas
while investigating federal offenses involving the sexual exploitation or abuse of children. Fourth, it provides for protecting
from intimidation or harassment child witnesses and victims in criminal investigations and prosecutions. Finally, it provides
for enhancing criminal penalties or sentences for crimes such as the sex trafficking of children or child pornography.” [Marco
Rubio CR Article 116, 6/30/11]
Rubio Voted In Favor of Optional Donation To Family First With Vehicle Registration. On April 30, 2008, Rubio
voted in favor of inserting a new voluntary contribution option of $1 to the nonprofit organization, Family First, on the
application and renewal forms for both motor vehicle registration and driver’s license application. The bill also provides that
the driver’s license application form for renewal issuance or renewal extension include an option to make a voluntary
contribution to Family First. According to the staff analysis, “Family First is a Tampa-based nonprofit organization that
focuses on promoting and strengthening healthy families and marriages.” [SB 630 – Vehicle Registration/Family First
Contribution [EPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/8/08]

FOREIGN POLICY AND DEFENSE
Arab Spring
Rubio Supported The Democratic Uprising In Egypt; Believed The Newly Formed Government Should Commit To
Pease And Security In The Middle East, Especially Israel. “Freshman Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), a member of the
Foreign Relations Committee who took office just weeks before protests erupted in Egypt, said it’s critical that the newly
formed government continues its commitment to peace and security in the Middle East, ‘especially to its neighbor Israel.’
‘Egypt is a key U.S. partner and we must give our full support to ensure an irreversible and nonviolent transition to genuine
democracy,’ Rubio said in a statement. [Politico, 2/11/11]

China/Taiwan
Rubio “Took The Lead” In A Bipartisan Letter Chinese President Hu Jintao Urging Him To Guarantee The Safety
Of Human-Rights Activity Chen Guangcheng And His Family. According to the Hill, “Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) took
the lead in a bipartisan letter to Chinese President Hu Jintao urging him to guarantee the safety of human-rights activist Chen
Guangcheng and his extended family and supporters. The letter comes after Chen’s nephew was charged with attempted
murder after reportedly defending himself against Chinese authorities who’d come to beat him in his home last month. Chen
called into a House hearing Tuesday for the second time this month to denounce violence against his family and
supporters…The letter was also signed by Sens. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio), James Inhofe (R-Okla.), Robert Menendez (D-N.J.)
and Jim DeMint (R-S.C.).” [The Hill, Global Affairs, 5/16/12]
Rubio Voted Against Allowing Sanctions if Trading Partner’s Currency is “Misaligned”. On October 11, 2011, Rubio
voted against passage of the bill that would allow sanctions if the Treasury Department determined that a trading partner’s
currency is “misaligned” based on a set of economic indicators. The New York Times reported that “A bipartisan crosssection of Congress seems to agree that China manipulates its currency in ways that make it harder for many American
manufacturers to compete. Where they cannot find alignment is on how best to address that problem, while maintaining
America’s relationship with its biggest lender and a major trading partner. On Tuesday, the Senate passed a bill that would
require the Treasury Department to order the Commerce Department to impose tough tariffs on certain Chinese goods in the
event of a finding by the Treasury that China was improperly valuing its currency to gain an economic advantage. The measure
passed 63 to 35, with 16 Republican votes, an unusual dynamic in the Democrat-controlled Senate. It enjoyed rare support
from members of both parties despite the strong disapproval of Senator Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, the Republican leader,
who pressed his party colleagues to vote against it.” [Roll Call 159, S 1619, 10/11/2011; New York Times, 10/12/11]
Rubio Voted to Sell Advanced F-16s to Taiwan. On September 22, 2011, Rubio voted for a Cornyn amendment that
would direct the president to sell at least 66 F-16 aircraft to Taiwan. According to the Ft. Worth Star-Telegram, “Taiwan had
said it needed the new jets to replace an aging air fleet as China deploys missiles across a strait separating the countries. But on
Wednesday, the administration announced that it had approved only the sale of $5.8 billion in upgrades for Taiwan’s 145
older-model F-16s, including new radar, weapons targeting systems, guided bombs and other munitions.” [Roll Call 148, H
2832, 09/22/2011; Ft. Worth Star-Telegram, 9/23/11]
Rubio Weighed In On Helping To Bring The Body Of A Florida Teen In China. “The mission to bring the body of a
Cape Coral teen home from China is getting a big boost. Senator Marco Rubio is weighing in on the plight of Tylar Dobbins’
mother. She needs $20,000 to fly her son’s body home for a proper burial. In fact, Senator Marco Rubio’s office released a
statement saying: ‘At this time, Tylar’s remains are currently at the Shenzhen morgue, pending the family’s decision on how to
move forward. Senator Rubio’s office stands ready to assist the family as best as we can.’” [WZVH, 8/10/11]
Rubio “When Anybody-- When People Tell You, Communist China Is A Better Place To Do Business Than
America, You Know You’re In Trouble” At the end of his appearance on CBS’ Face The Nation, Rubio stated, When
anybody-- when people tell you, communist China is a better place to do business than America, you know you’re in trouble.”
[CBS Face The Nation, 7/17/11]

Cuba
Under Pressure From Rubio, The Treasury Department Tightened It’s Restrictions On “People To People” Trips
To Cuba. According to the Miami Herald, “The U.S. Treasury Department has tightened a few of its restrictions on trips to
Cuba by non-Cuban Americans on so-called ‘people to people’ visits, saying that the revisions will ‘help to deter abuses.’
Complaints of abuses of such trips — they must be for ‘educational’ purposes, never for tourism — have dogged the program
since President Barack Obama approved it last year in a bid to increase Americans’ engagement with regular Cubans. Sen.
Marco Rubio, R-Fla., drew laughter during a speech in Washington last year when he read the schedule for one such trip,
showing salsa dancing sessions every night. Other tours have met with Cuban government ministers and even a daughter of
ruler Raúl Castro… ‘I think it’s progress … because the changes require closer reviews of the itineraries,’ Rubio said. ‘But I
still have concerns about the program in general, because it is difficult to manage and avoid abuses.’” [Miami Herald, 5/15/12]
Rubio Disagreed With Latin American Leaders Over The Inclusion Of Cuba At The Summit Of The Americas.
According to the Miami Herald, “Cuba was not invited to the hemispheric summit that opened Saturday in this Caribbean
colonial city but the communist country loomed large over the meeting of 30 leaders from the Americas, some of whom failed
in an eleventh-hour push to invite Cuba…U.S. Senator Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), who was in Cartagena on his first trip to
Colombia, said he respected the opinions of the Latin American leaders on Cuba but did not agree. ‘I don’t know how we can
participate in forums of democracy with a dictatorship at the table,’ Rubio said. ‘I just don’t understand what role they could
possibly play in a regional meeting of democracies.’ [The Miami Herald, 4/16/12]
Rubio Believed That Internet Access Could Lead To Regime Change In Cuba. “The Cuban regime as led by the Castro
brothers would fall — and fall fast — if ordinary people on the island had access to the Internet, Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla.,
said Wednesday. The regime would quickly go the way of those in the Middle East during the Arab Spring, he told a panel
looking at the role of internet access in Cuba. ‘Cubans are extremely innovative people,” Rubio said. ‘Anyone who can figure
out how to keep a 1957 Chevy running is going to figure out how to organize online,” Rubio said. ‘I think you would be
shocked at how quickly things would begin to unravel for the regime if the people of Cuba had unfiltered access to the
Internet and social media.’” [The Miami Herald, 3/21/12]
Rubio Was “Deeply Concerned” That The Catholic Church Had “Negotiated A Political Space For Themselves In
Exchange For Their Moral Imperative.” “Florida Republican Sen. Marco Rubio said Wednesday that he is ‘deeply
concerned’ that the leadership of the Catholic Church has ‘negotiated themselves a space of operation” in Cuba “in exchange
for looking the other way,’ and expressed concern that Pope Benedict XVI’s upcoming trip to the island may ‘reinforce that
arrangement.’ Rubio, a Catholic, said during a discussion at The Heritage Foundation that the Catholic Church has “negotiated
a political space for themselves in exchange for their moral imperative.’ Volunteering an example, Rubio said, ‘last week… the
church invited — the cardinal invited — Castro thugs to come into the church and remove people.’” [The Daily Caller,
3/21/12]
The FAA Bill Rubio Co-Sponsored Which Curbed Airline-Ticket Subsidies At Selected Small Airports Was Agreed
Upon By Both Chambers. “A Federal Aviation Administration bill curbing costly airline-ticket subsidies broke through a
four-year legislative logjam and won final congressional approval Monday. The measure, sponsored by House Transportation
Committee Chairman John Mica, was approved by the Senate, 75-20. Sens. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., and Marco Rubio, R-Fla.,
voted with the majority…The House-Senate agreement prohibits new communities from joining the Essential Air Service
program, further eliminating ticket subsidies to airports that have fewer than 10 passengers each day that are within 175 miles
of a large or medium hub, and reducing federal taxpayer funding for the program.” [Sunshine State News, 2/7/12]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution Honoring the Life of Democracy Dissident Wilman Villar Mendoza And
Condemned The Castro Regime For His Death. “Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. Rubio)…S. Res. 366… Resolved,
That the Senate-- (1) condemns the Cuban regime for the death of Wilman Villar Mendoza on January 19, 2011, following a
hunger strike to protest his incarceration for participating in a peaceful protest and to highlight the plight of the Cuban people;
(2) condemns the repression of basic human and civil rights by the Castro regime in Cuba that resulted in more than 4,000
detentions and arrests of activists in 2011; (3) honors the life of Wilman Villar Mendoza and his sacrifice on behalf of the
cause of freedom in Cuba; (4) extends condolences to Maritza Pelegrino Cabrales, the wife of Wilman Villar Mendoza, and
their children; (5) urges the United Nations Human Rights Council to suspend Cuba from its position on the Council; (6)
urges the General Assembly of the United Nations to vote to suspend the rights of membership of Cuba to the Human Rights
Council; (7) urges the international community to condemn the harassment and repression of peaceful activists by the Cuban
regime; and (8) calls on the governments of all democratic countries to insist on the release of all political prisoners and the

cessation of violence, arbitrary arrests, and threats against peaceful demonstrators in Cuba, including threats against Maritza
Pelegrino Cabrales and members of the Ladies in White (Damas de Blanco).” [Marco Rubio CR Article 53, 2/1/12]
Rubio Blasted Obama’s Cuba Policies During A Debate On The Spending Package. According to Bloomberg, “On
the separate spending bill, lawmakers made some last- minute changes, including killing provisions targeting President Barack
Obama’s Cuba policies. Republicans had included language blocking his decision to loosen restrictions on travel and sending
money to the Communist country. Florida Republicans such as Senator Marco Rubio blasted the decision, saying it would only
shore up the Cuban government. ‘It limits access to hard currency to a really tyrannical regime,’ said Rubio. Representative
Mario Diaz-Balart said it would “sell out the long-suffering Cuban people to appease the ruthless Castro dictatorship.’
Representative Jose Serrano, a New York Democrat, said ‘the U.S. government should not be in the business of restricting
travel to any country, no matter what the issues we have with their government.’ He said, “It is surreal to think that five
decades after he took power, Fidel Castro is still a driving force in our national conversation.” [Bloomberg, 12/17/11]
On The Senate Floor, Rubio Spoke About Issues That Face The Western Hemisphere Including His Opposition To
Cuban Travel. In his last speech on the floor of 2011, Rubio reiterated his opposition to Cuban travel. Rubio: “Before I left
today, I wanted to stand on the floor and talk about this because it is something very important to me and should be
important to our country. I hope in the coming year we will have the opportunity in our Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere and in this body and in our conversations with the White House and State Department to bring these programs
into focus. This people-to-people program is a sham. Maybe they are very well intentioned but some of these trips are nothing
more than tourism that plows millions of dollars into the hands of one of the most disgusting and grotesque, repressive
apparatuses this hemisphere has ever seen, and it has to stop. Someone has to start cracking down on these people, someone
has to start cracking down on these agencies, someone has to start cracking down on these trips, and make sure they do what
they are intended to do, and that is real access to the ways of freedom, to the ways of opportunity, to opening the eyes of the
Cuban people to the fact that the rest of the world does not live under what they live under--even though most of the Cuban
people already know that.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 96, 12/17/11]
In A Press Release, Rubio, Said That Cuba Tourism Is Like “Indoctrination Of Americans By Castro.” According to
the Miami Herald’s Naked Politics Blog, “During a Senate floor speech this evening, U.S. Senator Marco Rubio highlighted
the rampant abuses that occur under the Obama Administration’s ‘people-to-people’ program. As part of his remarks, Rubio
read from several days’ worth of dancing and music appreciation-heavy travel itineraries that are currently licensed under this
program. Below is an excerpt of the speech: ‘There’s this sports show. I think it’s on ESPN on Sunday nights, where they
review NFL highlights. And Michael Irvin, who was a great player, he has this segment called ‘Come on, man!’ where they put
some ridiculous thing that happened during the day and he’ll say, ‘Come on, man!’…So here’s my challenge to the
Administration and the State Department: I know you’re not going to change your mind. I know you believe in this people-topeople stuff. I know someone has sold you a bill of goods that this people-to-people travel is a good idea and will further
democracy and freedom in Cuba. I get that. You’re not going to change your mind, but at least examine how this is being
implemented because this is a charade. This is an embarrassment. These people are getting licenses to conduct this outrageous
tourism which, quite frankly, borders on indoctrination of Americans by Castro government officials.” [The Miami Herald,
Naked Politics Blog, 12/15/11]
On The Senate Floor Rubio Blasted The Obama Administration’s Policy Of Allowing More Educational Exchanges
To Visit Cuba. Rubio: “Right here in this release--and I am glad he wrote it--the President is stating that in combination with
the embargo, the steps that he wanted to take, the goal of these steps was reaching the widely shared goal of a Cuba that
respects the basic rights of all of its citizens. That is the reason why he made these policy changes. So far so good. Let me tell
you one of the policy changes. It is called ‘restore specific licensing of educational exchanges not involving academic study
pursuant to a degree program under the auspices of an organization that sponsors and organizes people-to-people programs.’
What that means in plain English is this is not colleges or universities; these are organizations not for degree credits-educational in purpose, but not for degree credits. What we want to do is encourage them or allow them the opportunity to
take Americans to Cuba under their auspices. Again, remember, the goal here is to bring about, as the President stated, ‘the
widely shared goal of a Cuba that respects the basic rights of all of its citizens.’ That is the purpose of these trips. I decided to
look up some of these trips, and let’s look at some of the itineraries. They are very interesting. Let me read you one. This one
is from an organization called Insight Cuba. It is located in New York. I am not going to advertise their Web site. Let them
pay for it. But I will tell you this. There is an itinerary for something called the Cuban Music & Art Experience. Sounds
interesting, the Cuban Music & Art Experience. Let’s go to some of the highlights. Day 2 in Havana. You are going to get to
meet with the Castro Ministry of Culture to learn how Cuba promotes the arts on this diverse island. You are also going to get
to spend the evening--and this will become a familiar theme here--dusting off your dancing shoes, because tonight you are
going to head off to Casa de la Musica. Here you will enjoy performances by local Cuban artists and, of course, dance. They

put an exclamation mark after it. This is an important part of this trip. This is day 2 of this trip designed to promote, as the
President wrote, ‘the widely shared goal of a Cuba that respects the basic rights of its citizens.’ Day 3 is interesting too. You
get to go to this place Casa de la Amistad, which basically means Friendship House. There you will meet with your Cuban
‘host’ which I would bet you right now is members of the Castro government and perhaps enjoy another exciting musical
performance. Then you spend the evening of day 3 back at Casa de la Musica for some incredible salsa music and dancing.
Day 4 is the real highlight of this trip. This is not to be missed. You get to fly to Santiago de Cuba. Guess where you get to
visit. You get to visit a place called Quartel Moncada, which is basically an old army barracks where, on July 26 of 1952, Fidel
Castro launched the Cuban revolution. You get to visit this place where Fidel Castro’s revolution actually began. Imagine. I
can see where that begins to further ‘the widely shared goal of a Cuba that respects the basic rights of all of its citizens.’ Guess
what you get to do at night. You guessed it. You get to spend the night at a music and local dance club to hear performances
by Cuba’s most popular artists and you get to dance. It goes on and on. Day 5 has dancing. Day 6, you get to visit the historic
Granma Province, which is known as the birthplace of Cuban nationality. You get to meet with the Cuban Institute for
Friendship Between the People, which is a very catchy title. That night, you get to spend the evening at Casa de la Trova to
dance and take in a performance of Cuban artists. It goes on and on.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 88, 12/15/11]
On The Floor, Rubio Spoke Against Relaxing Sanctions On Cuba. “Mr. NELSON of Florida. I thank the majority
leader. I will not take the 3 minutes but just to say my objection is the same as the Senator from New Jersey and my colleague
from Florida, Senator Rubio. The fact is, the provision in the bill would allow direct payments between U.S. sellers and Cuban
buyers of agricultural goods. Under the existing restrictions, U.S. exports to Cuba have fallen dramatically in the last few years,
largely due to the regime’s shortage of hard currency. In other words, the sanctions are working. Now is not the time to relax
U.S. economic sanctions, particularly while we see on this planet Earth in 2011 a repressive regime such as the one in Cuba
and the one that continues to hold Alan Gross... RUBIO. Mr. President, I wish to thank the majority leader for that. I will be
brief. I think my colleagues touched upon it and the public policy behind this. Lost in all the things happening around the
world that are very important, I think we need to remind ourselves that a few miles off the coast of the United States the most
repressive government in the Western Hemisphere conducts its business and is able to fund it through a lot of this interaction
going on as we speak between commercial interests in the United States and in Cuba. By the way, I know these are folks in
business and are not doing anything with bad intentions, but the practical intention of this agreed interaction with the Castro
regime is hard currency--money they take and use to pay for this repressive arm. This is happening at a time when we have
seen this year more repression than we have in recent years as the Castro government continues to fear it is losing its grip on
power and on influence over its own society.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 129, 11/15/11]
Rubio Said That He Did Not Protect Miami Only Flights To Cuba; Said That His Family History Was Still The
Same. According to the Miami Herald, “Sen. Marco Rubio and Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce officials chose not to
rekindle a fight over new flights to Cuba. But during a visit here Thursday, the Miami Republican bristled at a reporter’s
suggestion that he tried to block flights from Tampa to protect Miami travel businesses. ‘The idea that I’m a friend of the flyto-Cuba-from-Miami crowd is absurd,’ he said at a press conference. ‘No one would criticize someone going to Cuba to see
their dying mother. What we’re opposed to is expansion of these new flights from Miami or anywhere else. They add more
money to the [Castro] regime. [The Miami Herald, 10/27/11]
Rubio Criticized The Obama Administration’s Attempt To Free U.S. Sub-Contractor In Cuba. According to The
Miami Herald, “Cuban American leaders blasted the Obama administration Friday for reportedly having offered to discuss
with Havana a string of concessions, including cuts in U.S.-funded democracy programs, if it frees U.S. government
subcontractor Alan P. Gross. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., called Gross ‘a man who was wrongfully jailed in the first place’ and
added, ‘Rather than easing sanctions in response to hostage taking, the U.S. should put more punitive measures on the Castro
regime.’ Rubio added that until Secretary of State Hillary Clinton explains the reports, the Obama administration’s nomination
of Roberta Jackson as assistant secretary for Western Hemisphere ‘will be in question’ — a thinly veiled threat to block her
Senate confirmation. The anger was sparked by an Associated Press report Friday about the possible concessions, which also
included allowing a Cuban spy to serve his U.S. probation in Cuba and U.S. guidance on how Cuba might get off the U.S. list
of countries that support international terrorism.” [The Miami Herald, 10/15/11]
Rubio Submitted A Wall Street Journal Article That Highlighted the Castro Regime’s Continued Abuse Of The
Cuban People.” Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent to have printed in the RECORD an article highlighting
the Castro regime’s continued abuse of the Cuban people as they organize efforts to create a freer Cuba. The people being
held unjustly and abused in Cuban prisons--as well as those being intimidated and repressed outside of prison--need the
continued support of America. There being no objection, the material was ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as follows:
[From the Wall Street Journal, Oct. 3, 2011] America’s: Cuba’s Repression Escalates.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 63, 10/3/11]

Rubio Submitted Two Wall Street Journal Articles That Highlighted The Resilience And Strength Of The Cuban
People Against Castro’s Regime. Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent to have printed in the Record the
following articles highlighting the resilience and strength of the Cuban people as they continue to struggle under an oppressive
regime. These stories and videos which continue to surface out of Cuba have underlined the Cuban Government’s inhumane
actions against its people. Santa Maria Fonseca is one of these brave ``Ladies in White” who continue to peacefully fight for
liberty in Cuba. She explained, ``Our objective is that one day the people will join us.” Ms. Fonseca and the Cuban people
deserve our unyielding support in their courageous efforts to reclaim freedom in Cuba. There being no objection, the material
was ordered to be printed in the Record, as follows: [From the Wall Street Journal, Aug. 29, 2011] Castro vs. the Ladies in
White… [From the Wall Street Journal, Aug. 26, 2011] On Cuba’s Capitol Steps” [Marco Rubio CR Article 77, 9/7/11]
Rubio Said Cuba’s Decision On US Contract Was Deplorable. A key US senator on Friday denounced a decision by
Cuba’s high court to uphold the 15-year sentence imposed on US contractor Alan Gross, calling it a ‘deplorable human rights
violation.’ ‘This is a deplorable human rights violation,’ said Rubio. ‘It has been well documented that Mr Gross is simply a
humanitarian who was seeking to help the Jewish community in Cuba access the Internet.” Gross, 62, was arrested in
December 2009 for bringing satellite phones and equipment to the communist island’s Jewish community while working as an
independent contractor for a democracy-building program funded by the US Agency for International Development. In its
ruling, the Supreme Court’s chamber for crimes against the state “issued a final decision in rejecting a challenge by the US
citizen,” according to a statement posted Friday on the Cubadebate (www.cubadebate.cu) official website. [AFP, 8/5/11]


Rubio Attacked Obama Over Alan Gross’s Situation In Cuba. After the Cuban high court rejected Gross’s challenge,
Rubio said, “‘The Obama administration’s insistence on moving forward with policies that put more money in this
terrorist-sponsoring regime’s coffers is baffling and runs contrary to everything America should stand for.’” [AFP,
8/5/11]

Rubio Submitted A Washington Post Editorial Regarding For The Record Concerning The Incarceration Of Us
Official Alan Gross In Cuba. “Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I condemn in the strongest possible terms the Cuban regime’s
unjust incarceration of Alan Gross. As the editorial highlights and as the Castro regime well knows, Mr. Gross is simply a
humanitarian who was seeking to help the Jewish community in Cuba access the Internet. Only the most oppressive,
totalitarian regime would seek to jail someone for trying to expand access to uncensored information. As this editorial notes,
‘The regime in Havana is so brittle and creaky that it blanches at the idea of its subjects communicating too freely with the
outside world, lest they undermine a communist system whose attempts at economic development have delivered scanty
results.’ I also take this opportunity to once again call on the Obama administration to halt its new Cuba policies that liberalize
travel and expand allowable remittances to Cuba. This unilateral gift to the Castro brothers by the Obama administration is
totally unwarranted, especially in light of Mr. Gross’ case as well as the ongoing repression of the Cuban people. I ask
unanimous consent that a July 29, 2011, editorial by the Washington Post entitled ‘Cuba Should Free Alan Gross’ be printed in
the RECORD.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 52, 8/1/11]
Rubio Lobbied To Block Obama’s Nomination Of Jonathan Farrar To Become ambassador To Nicaragua Because
He Was Too Soft On Cuba. “Sen. Marco Rubio is reaching out to fellow Republicans in hopes of defeating President Barack
Obama’s nomination for ambassador to Nicaragua. The reason: Rubio thinks he’s been too soft on Cuba. Jonathan Farrar has
been the top U.S. diplomat in Cuba and has drawn criticism from Rubio and Democratic Sen. Robert Menendez of New
Jersey. During a committee hearing on the nomination in late June, the senators said Farrar had not been hard enough on the
Castro regime and doubted his fitness for the job in Nicaragua. Now Rubio has begun lobbying fellow Republicans to oppose
Farrar. The nomination needs approval by the Senate.” [St. Petersburg Times, 7/27/11]
Rubio Complained Of Jonathan Farrar’s Behavior As The Head Of U.S. Interests In Cuba. “The Senate Foreign
Relations Committee on Tuesday postponed a vote on President Obama ‘s nominee for ambassador to Nicaragua, after two
senators accused the diplomat of being soft on Cuba. Democrat Robert Menendez of New Jersey and Republican Marco
Rubio of Florida have opposed the nomination since a confirmation hearing in June, when they complained about the conduct
of the nominee, Jonathan D. Farrar , in his current position as the head of the U.S. Interests Section in Havana. As late as
Tuesday morning, Mr. Rubio was working to build opposition to kill the nomination. I believe his confirmation would send
the wrong message, and I strenuously oppose it, Mr. Rubio, a leading Cuban-American politician, wrote in an article on the
conservative website National Review Online. His tenure as chief of mission [in Cuba] should alarm all my colleagues. Mr.
Rubio criticized Mr. Farrar, who has headed the U.S. mission in Havana since 2008, for accommodating Cuba’s communist
government and downplaying contacts with pro-democracy dissidents. He questioned whether Mr. Farrar would be tough
enough to promote U.S. interests in Nicaragua, where a determined and autocratic President Daniel Ortega is corrupting and
weakening Nicaraguan institutions to extend his grip on power.” [The Washington Times, 7/27/11]

Rubio “Took The Occasion” To Criticize Obama’s Policy On Cuba By Accompanying The Mother Of A Dead
Cuban Dissident. “The mother of a Cuban dissident who died on a hunger strike held up his blood-stained shirt as she
described his ordeal to members of the U.S. Congress. Reina Luisa Tamayo, 62, accompanied by Cuban-American Sen. Marco
Rubio, R-Fla., denounced Fidel and Raul Castro as “murderers” in an emotional visit to Capitol Hill. Rubio took the occasion
to criticize President Barack Obama for loosening curbs on U.S. travel to Cuba.” [UPI, 7/13/11]
Rubio Introduced A Resolution Commemorating The 50th Anniversary Of The Bay Of Pigs Operation. “Mr. RUBIO
(for himself, Mr. Menendez, Mr. Inhofe, Mr. Nelson of Florida, Mr. McCain, and Mr. Lieberman) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations: S. Res. 140… Resolved, That the Senate-- (1)
recognizes and pays tribute to the brave service of all members of Brigada de Asalto 2506 (Assault Brigade 2506), both living
and deceased; and (2) calls on the United States to continue policies that promote respect for the fundamental principles of
freedom, democracy, and human rights in Cuba, in a manner consistent with the aspirations of the people of Cuba.” [Marco
Rubio CR Article 42, 4/12/11]


Rubio Sponsored A Resolution Honoring All Members Of The Assault Bridge 2506 For The 50th Anniversary Of
The Bay Of Pigs Invasion. According to CRS, “Recognizes the brave service of all members of Brigada de Asalto 2506
(Assault Brigade 2506), both living and deceased, involved in the 1961 Bay of Pigs operation in Cuba. Calls on the United
States to continue policies that promote respect for the fundamental principles of freedom, democracy, and human rights
in Cuba.” [CRS, 4/12/11]

Rubio And Menendez’s Amendment To Restrict The Expansion of Departures To Travel To Cuba Did Not Receive
A Senate Vote. “Senator Marco Rubio’s effort to block the Obama administration’s planned expansion of travel to Cuba
won’t be taken up by the Senate, though Rubio vows to keep trying. He and Sen. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) had hoped to
attach an amendment to a Federal Aviation Authority bill that would have blocked flights to countries that the State
Department says sponsor terrorism -- such as Cuba. But the amendment won’t be voted on.” [McClatchy Newspapers,
2/17/11]
The Greater Tampa Of Commerce Opposed Rubio’s Effort To Restrict Expanding Departure Sights For Cuban
Travel. “The Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce sent a letter Wednesday to U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., asking him to
withdraw an amendment he proposed that would prevent the expansion of direct flights to Cuba. The chamber wants Tampa
International Airport to offer charter flights to Cuba because it would ease the travel burden for Cuban-Americans who live in
the region and be advantageous to businesses involved in legal trade with the island nation.” [The Tampa Tribune, 2/17/11]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio Wrong To Opposed Expanding Departure Sights For Cuban Travel, Called
Rubio’s Thinking on Relations With Cuba “Outdated.” “U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio echoes the outdated thinking of a small
and shrinking number of Miami hard-liners opposed to closer relations with Cuba. But he also represents millions of other
Floridians in Tampa Bay and elsewhere who would greatly benefit from the Obama administration’s plan to make it easier and
cheaper for families, academics and church groups to visit the island. Rubio holds statewide office, and he should act like it.
He can start on Cuba by making the transition from politicking to governing. Rubio filed an amendment to a federal aviation
funding bill that would prohibit flights to Cuba between any additional gateways beyond the three now allowed - Miami, New
York and Los Angeles. Rubio claims that expanding travel with Cuba only reinforces the Castro regime, a tired yarn that has
been discredited since almost the start of the 50-year-old embargo. The only thing Rubio’s proposal underpins is the
monopoly Miami’s airport and its charter air services have on travel between Florida and the island nation 90 miles away.”
[Editorial St. Petersburg Times, 2/16/11]
Rubio Sought To Derail Obama’s Attempt To Expand Cuban Travel. “Sen. Marco Rubio is trying to hinder President
Obama’s plan to expand travel to Cuba, offering an amendment to a aviation bill to prevent direct flights to ‘state sponsors of
terrorism.’ The amendment is co-sponsored by Sen. Bob Menendez (D-NJ) and marks Sen. Rubio s first filed amendment.
‘Instead of doing business with regimes that undermine America s security and routinely violate the basic norms of human
dignity, we should be bolstering our democratic allies through deeper economic ties,” Rubio said in a statement. The four
countries designated as state sponsors of terrorism are Cuba, Iran, Sudan and Syria. The aviation bill is up for a vote this week
and given the backing of Obama.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 2/14/11]
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S. 223 That Would Prohibit The Expansion Of Flight To Countries That Are
“State Sponsors Of Terrorism.” Rubio sponsored an amendment that would prohibit the expansion of travel to state sports
of terrorism. Notable this would include Cuba. According to the Congressional Record, “SA 61. Mr. RUBIO (for himself and

Mr. Menendez) submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 223, to modernize the air traffic
control system, improve the safety, reliability, and availability of transportation by air in the United States, provide
modernization of the air traffic control system, reauthorize the Federal Aviation Administration, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: On page 311, between lines 11 and 12, insert the following: SEC. 733.
PROHIBITION ON EXPANSION OF FLIGHTS TO LOCATIONS IN COUNTRIES THAT ARE STATE SPONSORS
OF TERRORISM. “ According to the Center For Democracy In The Americas, “The amendment calls for a ‘prohibition on
expansion of flights to locations in countries that are state sponsors of terrorism.’ Such an amendment, if enacted into law and
signed by the President, would block everyone who has now been empowered by the recent presidential directive from visiting
Cuba, but leave in place the right of the Senators’ Cuban-American constituents to visit the island without restrictions. [CR
S647, 2/10/11; Center For Democracy In The Americas, 2/11/11]
Rubio Opposed Any Policy That Change “That Weakens US Policy Towards Cuba.” In response to President Obama
allowing for more departure sites for direct flights to Cuba, Rubio said “‘I strongly oppose any new changes that weaken US
policy towards Cuba. I was opposed to the changes that have already been made by this administration and I oppose these
new changes.’” [AFP, 1/15/11]
Despite Differences The Cuban Community Has With Other Latino Groups, Rubio Said That Was The Only One
In The 2010 Senate Race That Understood Hispanics. “Rubio, whose parents came to the United States from Cuba, also
opposes giving federal benefits to illegal immigrants, and giving US citizenship to the US-born children of undocumented
people. Most illegal immigrants in the United States are from neighboring Mexico. In general, Americans tend not to be
aggressive opponents of illegal immigration, most likely because most of them are descended from immigrants. Still, ‘I am the
only candidate who understands Hispanics,’ Rubio told AFP. ‘People who criticize me do not understand that for this
community, economic progress is the top issue, and what any parent wants for their children is for them to do better than they
did.’” [AFP, 10/25/10]
Rubio Opposed the U.S. Chamber Of Commerce Efforts to Scrap The Embargo Against Cuba. “Despite capturing the
endorsement on Friday of the world’s largest business federation, Rubio, a Cuban-American, said he opposes the group’s push
to scrap the country’s 48-year-old travel and commerce embargo against Cuba. In a conference call with reporters and
bloggers, Rubio not only acknowledged the policy disagreement but said his candidacy would encourage the Chamber to
rethink its position. ‘What I do want Cubans to have is a government and political system that respects their unalienable
rights,’ he said. ‘Folks are buying into our agenda, we’re not buying into their agenda.’ While the Chamber has actively lobbied
for an end to the embargo, Rubio said scrapping it would cost the United States leverage in negotiations toward attaining a
more open and democratic Cuba.” [Politico, 7/23/10]
Rubio Criticized Cuban Travel Agencies As He Supported New Regulations. “Two Florida legislators -- Marco Rubio,
speaker of the House of Representatives, and state Rep. David Rivera -- on Monday accused the agencies that offer travel
packages and send packages to Cuba of making false allegations during a trial in Miami federal court to determine the validity
of a new state law that imposes high fees and tighter restrictions on that industry. Sponsored by Rivera, the law was set to go
into effect July 1, however, the date has been postponed until Sept. 25 -- awaiting a ruling by U.S. Magistrate Alan S. Gold in
the case. Rubio announced that the House will send a document this week to Gold to clear up any questions that might arise
in regards to the proposed restrictions and their impact on the those companies. ‘We are going to make it very clear that this
has nothing to do with relations with Cuba, but its goal is to protect consumers,’ Rubio said at a news conference at the offices
of Junta Patriotica, in West Miami-Dade. The new regulations stipulate that the agencies will have to post a $250,000 bond and
pay a $2,500 fee to register. It also requires that the agencies file frequent reports to the U.S. Department of Treasury detailing
the volume of business, the number of tickets to Cuba sold and the type of merchandise they are sending down.” [The Miami
Herald, 8/5/08]
Rubio Spoke Before Obama At A Cuban American National Foundation Luncheon, Rubio Opposed Direct
Diplomacy At Cuba. “In a bold and politically risky move, Democratic Sen. Barack Obama called for ‘direct diplomacy’ with
communist Cuba when he addressed a prominent Cuban-American organization Friday in a bid to woo a Republican-leaning
constituency that is one of the keys to presidential victory in the state. In a lunchtime speech to the Cuban American National
Foundation in downtown Miami, Obama offered a new Cuban policy approach to an audience accustomed to presidential
candidates coming to show solidarity but not to challenge the long-standing isolation of the island’s dictatorship. Before
Obama spoke, state House Speaker Marco Rubio - a Republican and the first Cuban-American House speaker in Florida’s
history - laid down a challenge to the Democratic candidate’s commitment to meet with leaders, including Castro. The
freedom of the Cuban people should ‘never be negotiated with the illegitimate leaders of that country,’ Rubio said to
applause.” [The Brandenton Herald, 5/24/08]

Rubio Called Fidel Castro’s Resignation A Joke. “Marco Rubio, the first Cuban-American to become speaker of the
House, does not share the celebratory feeling over the news from Cuba. It only ‘confirms that Fidel Castro is increasingly
senile and out of touch with reality.’ ‘It’s a joke. This is a complete joke, guys. He’s not the president of Cuba. When was he
elected?” Rubio told reporters. ‘He has nothing to resign because he’s a dictator. ... What he’s done is he resigns so people can
say ‘Oh look in Cuba they actually have a legitimate system of government.” He continued, ‘The only news in Cuba that will
ever matter is the day that they announce they are having free democratic elections.’” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog,
2/19/08]
A Democratic Strategist Said That Rubio Removed Himself From Cuban Centric Politics. “The son of a hotel
bartender and a factory worker, Rubio moved with his family to Las Vegas as a teen so his dad could work in the casinos. Far
away from the Miami enclave, Rubio was one of a handful of Cubans in school and said the experience taught him to get
along in a diverse community. That lesson served him well in politics. Rubio generally leaves the strident anti-Castro speeches
to colleagues. He sought to expand his base rather than seeking to lock up support in Miami-Dade County, said Florida
Democratic strategist Joe Garcia, which helped him avoid the infighting that has plagued the South Florida delegation. ‘This is
a guy who is very much removed from the traditional Cuba-centric politics’ Garcia said. ‘I think he views it that my job is to
represent my people and my district.’ Yet while Rubio’s leadership ‘transcends any particular background,’ he remains all
Cuban-American, said U.S. Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart, R-Miami.” [The Associated Press, 11/20/06]
In A Statement Regarding Fidel Castro’s Ailing Health, Rubio Said It Was A “Time Of Great Hope.” Rubio on
Castro’s ailing health: ““I am following the events regarding the health of Cuban dictator Fidel Castro with great interest. The
demise of Castro and his regime is inevitable. We are hopeful that the events of the last 24 hours mark the beginning of
freedom and democracy for the people of Cuba. I have been in contact with the office of the Governor as well as all the
pertinent public safety agencies of the state of Florida. We are confident that the state of Florida, working in partnership with
the local and federal government, is fully prepared for any political changes in Cuba. This is a time of great hope. I am
confident that our community will continue to handle these events in a manner worthy of the enormous contributions Cuban
exiles have made to our state and our country.” [PR Newswire US, 8/1/06]
Rubio Believed That George W. Bush Should Be Tougher On Cuba. “Some of Miami’s Cuban-Americans are growing
to distrust Republicans because of the lack of policy change, Moreno said. State Rep. Marco Rubio, a Republican, said CubanAmericans appreciate the president’s steadfast support of maintaining the U.S. trade and travel embargo against Cuba, but
fault the administration for not following through in other areas. ‘There’s growing sentiment by the rank-and-file voter ... that
he’s done little on the issue of Cuba,’ Rubio said.” [The Associated Press, 8/14/03]
Rubio Led A Protest To March Off The House Floor When Janet Reno Appeared. “Calling Janet Reno ‘the most
corrupt attorney general’ in U.S. history, Cuban-American members of the state House of Representatives walked out of the
chamber Thursday to protest the Democratic gubernatorial candidate’s campaign appearance. Reno, a former Dade County
prosecutor who became U.S. attorney general in the Clinton administration, sat in the House chamber for several minutes
before lawmakers began budget deliberations. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, said he and the other caucus members struggled to find
a protest that wouldn’t disrupt business on the floor. ‘I think we found a way to express [the] displeasure ... that this caucus
and our community has with this individual,’ Rubio said. Though the legislators who walked out are Republicans, Rubio said
the action wasn’t about campaign politics. ‘This is not about partisanship,’ Rubio said. ‘This is not just [about] the way that she
handled the case of Elian Gonzalez, but [the way] she went forward with her functions as attorney general ...’” [Sun-Sentinel,
12/7/01]

UN/NATO/Foreign Aid
NATO
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S. 1867 The National Defense Authorization Act For Fiscal Year 2012, Which
Said The State Of The Senate Was To Support The Inclusion Of the Democratic Republic Of Georgia In NATO;
Rand Paul Blocked The Amendment. Rubio added a state of the senate clause to the Defense Reauthorization act that
signaled the support of including the Democratic Republic Of Georgia into NATO. According to the Congressional Record, “
SA 1451…At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add the following: SEC. 1243. SENSE OF SENATE ON
CONSIDERATION BY THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION OF THE MEMBERSHIP ACTION

PLAN OF THE REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA. It is the sense of the Senate that the President should lead a diplomatic effort
to gain the approval of the Membership Action Plan of the Government of the Republic of Georgia in its application for
membership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) at the May 2012 summit of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization in Chicago, Illinois.” According to the American Conservative, Rand Paul blocked this amendment, “What is
known is the name of the senator who blocked it Rand Paul, son of Ron Paul, who alone stepped in and objected, defeating
Rubio’s effort to get a unanimous vote. The resolution was pulled.” [CR S8006, 11/29/11,The American Conservative,
12/8/11]


The American Conservative Believed That A Foreign Agent Of Georgia’s President Had A Role In The Rubio
Amendment. According to The American Conservative, Rubio was pushing to have the U.S. Senate pressure Obama into
fast-tracking Georgia into NATO, making Tbilisi an ally the United States would be obligated by treaty to go to war to
defend. Now it is impossible to believe a senator, not a year in office, dreamed this up himself. Some foreign agent of
Scheunemann’s ilk had to have had a role in drafting it. And for whose benefit is Rubio pushing to have his own
countrymen committed to fight for a Georgia that, three years ago, started an unprovoked war with Russia? Who cooked
up this scheme to involve Americans in future wars in the Caucasus that are none of our business?” [The American
Conservative, 12/8/11]

FOREIGN AID
Rubio Offered An Amendment That Would Deny U.S. Loans To Argentina Until That Country “Makes Substantial
Progress Towards Repaying It’s Debts.” According to The Sacramento Bee, “Amidst growing Congressional concern over
Argentina’s unpaid debt to U.S. citizens and taxpayers, American Task Force Argentina (ATFA) today applauded Senator
Marco Rubio (R-FL) for filing an amendment to oppose new multilateral development bank loans. The amendment follows
action taken by Senator Richard Lugar (R-IN) to ensure the Obama Administration prioritizes private debt repayment as part
of bilateral talks with the Argentine government. Senator Rubio’s amendment, filed as part of H.R. 2354, the Energy and
Water Development and Related Agencies Appropriations Act of 2012, would require the Treasury Secretary ‘to direct the
United States Executive Directors of the international financial institutions to oppose loans by those institutions to the
Government of Argentina until that Government makes substantial progress toward repaying its debts.’ ‘The Argentine
government’s refusal to repay its outstanding debts has gone on for far too long. Argentina cannot continue to shirk its
financial responsibilities and expect that international financial institutions – of which the U.S. is a major contributor – will
continue to lend,’ said Robert Raben, executive director of American Task Force Argentina. ‘The U.S. Senate has sent an
important signal to President Kirchner that she must repay private creditors in order to have the U.S. support loans to the
country from multilateral development banks.’” [PR Newswire, 11/16/11]


Rubio’s Amendment To SAMDT.957 To The Bill HR 2354, An Energy And Water Development And Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2012 Would Prohibit US Loans To Argentina Unless Certain Conditions Are Met.
This amendment would prohibit the use of US funds for loans to Argentina. According to the Congressional Record, “SA
969. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amendment intended to be proposed to amendment SA 957 proposed by Mr. Reid to the
bill H.R. 2354, making appropriations for energy and water development and related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2012, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: At the end of title VII of
division C, add the following: Sec. 7088. (a) Subject to subsections (b), (c), and (d), the Secretary of the Treasury shall
direct the United States Executive Director of each international financial institution-- (1) to use the voice and vote of the
United States to oppose the provision of a loan to the Government of Argentina by that institution; and (2) to initiate
discussions with the other Executive Directors of the institution to advocate for and vigorously promote efforts to
encourage the Government of Argentina-- (A) to repay debts owed to the official creditors of Argentina; (B) to repay
debts owed to the private creditors of Argentina; (C) to comply with recommendations of the Financial Action Task
Force; and (D) to comply with dispute settlement proceedings under the auspices of the International Centre for
Settlement of Investment Disputes. (b) Subsection (a)(1) does not apply to loans to the Government of Argentina to serve
basic human need.” The American Task Force Argentina supported the Amendment. “Amidst growing Congressional
concern over Argentina’s unpaid debt to U.S. citizens and taxpayers, American Task Force Argentina (ATFA) today
applauded Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) for filing an amendment to oppose new multilateral development bank loans. The
amendment follows action taken by Senator Richard Lugar (R-IN) to ensure the Obama Administration prioritizes private
debt repayment as part of bilateral talks with the Argentine government. Senator Rubio’s amendment, filed as part of H.R.
2354, the Energy and Water Development and Related Agencies Appropriations Act of 2012, would require the Treasury
Secretary ‘to direct the United States Executive Directors of the international financial institutions to oppose loans by

those institutions to the Government of Argentina until that Government makes substantial progress toward repaying its
debts.’” [CR S7571, 11/15/11; PR Newswire, 11/16/11]

UNITED NATIONS
Rubio Opposed UN Regulation Of The Internet. According to NSB News, “Will Congress cede yet another portion of
our lives to the United Nations? Florida Sen. Marco Rubio doesn’t that’s a great idea. ‘Countries, like Russia and China, that
censor search terms should not be leaders in international Internet regulatory frameworks,’ Rubio said.” [NSB News, 6/3/12]
Senators McCaskill Joined Rubio In His Demand Of Internet Freedom From The UN. According to the New York
Daily News, “In December, nations from around the world will gather at a United Nations meeting in Dubai to renegotiate a
global treaty that governs television, radio, telephone and other communications networks. One question on the agenda at the
International Telecommunications Union gathering is whether to extend the 24-year-old treaty to the Internet. The matter is
not as clearcut as many Americans might believe. The United States and most Western democracies have been steadfast in
arguing that Internet should be operated as it is now -- by nonprofit and volunteer organizations. Their mantra is ‘Internet
freedom,’ and that means no UN involvement… In the U.S. Senate, Florida’s much-watched GOP Sen. Marco Rubio is the
leader in laying down markers in advance of the gathering. This week, Sen. Claire McCaskill, of Missouri, became the first
Democrat to join him. Their resolution expresses the sense of the Senate that the neither the United Nations nor any
intergovernmental organization be allowed to exercise control over the Internet. It is also sponsored by Sens. John McCain of
Arizona and Kelly Ayotte of New Hampshire, both Republicans.” [New York Daily News, 5/16/12]
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To HR 2354, An Energy And Water Development And Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2012, Which Would Prohibit The US Contribution To The United Nations Educational,
Scientific And Cultural Organization (UNESCO). This amendment would prohibit the appropriations of this bill to the
United States contribution to UNESCO. The bill was an allocation of money for energy and water development (and related
agencies). According to the Congressional Record, “SA 953. Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. Menendez) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 2354, making appropriations for energy and water development
and related agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows: On page 481, after line 21, add the following: Sec. 7088. (a) None of the amounts appropriated or otherwise
made available by this division may be appropriated or otherwise made available for a United States contribution to the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). (b) United States contributions that would have
otherwise been provided to UNESCO should be redirected by the Secretary of the Treasury for payment to the InterAmerican Development Bank for the United States share of the paid-in portion of the increase in capital stock.” [CR S7456,
11/15/11]
Rubio Introduced And Spoke About His Bill S. 1848 Which Aimed To Promote Transparency, Accountability, And
Reform With The UN System; Would Strengthened The U.N. Human Rights Council. Rubio: “My hope with this
legislation is to provide an incentive for the United Nations and the President, to modernize that international body along a
spirit of transparency, respect for basic human freedoms, and effective nonproliferation. This legislation would also attempt to
address the anti-Semitic attitudes that have become so prevalent in certain corners of the U.N. and seriously diminish the
credibility of the entire U.N. system. At the core of these reforms is an effort to instill a sense of transparency and competition
at the U.N. by its adoption of a budgetary model that relies mostly on voluntary contributions. This legislation would also
strengthen the international standing of human rights by reforming the U.N. Human Rights Council in a way that it would
deny membership to nations under U.N. sanctions, designated by our Department of State as States Sponsors of Terrorism, or
failing to take measures to combat and end the despicable practice of human trafficking. Other provisions seek meaningful
reforms at the U.N. Relief and Work Agency that provides assistance to Palestinian refugees of the 1948 Arab-Israeli conflict.
This legislation is needed because the structure and bureaucratic culture of the organization often makes it impossible or, at
best, downright difficult to achieve meaningful reforms. It follows on the steps of previously successful Congressional
initiatives on this matter. Every previously successful American effort for reform at the U.N. has been accompanied with the
threat of withholding our valuable contributions. I wish this wasn’t the case, but this is the record, so it is part of our
legislation. In closing, the United Nations has served as the primary multilateral forum to address peace and security issues
throughout the world, and I look forward to working with my Senate colleagues in achieving meaningful transparency and
accountability reforms at that international body.” [Marco Rubio CR 134, 11/10/11]

Rubio Sponsored A Bill That Sought To Reform How The US Funded The UN, Would Withhold Up To 50% Of
“Nonvoluntary” US Contributions Unless The Secretary Of State Can Certify That 80% Of The UN’s Budget Was
Appropriated On A Voluntary Basis; Prohibited Certain Funds To Be Spent On. This bill’s main goal was to increase
the U.S. presence at the UN. The bill would prohibit the use of US fund to certain entities, and would state U.S. policy would
oppose an expansion of the Security Council If it diminished the nation’s role. CRS: “United Nations Transparency,
Accountability, and Reform Act of 2011 - Directs the President to use U.S. influence at the United Nations (U.N.) on a variety
of issues, including to shift the funding mechanism for the regular budget of the U.N. from an assessed to a voluntary basis.
Withholds up to 50% of nonvoluntary U.S. contributions to the regular budget of the U.N. unless the Secretary of State
certifies to Congress that 80% of the total regular budget of the U.N. is apportioned on a voluntary basis… Sets forth
requirements for the Comptroller General (GAO) with respect to audits and investigations of U.S. contributions to the U.N.
and such contributions’ use by U.N. entities… States that is U.S. policy to oppose any proposals on expansion of the Security
Council that would: (1) diminish U.S. influence on the Security Council, or (2) include veto rights for new Security Council
members. Withholds from U.S. contributions to the regular budget of the United Nations amounts that are proportional to
the percentage of such budget that are expended for a U.N. human rights treaty monitoring body or committee that was
established by a convention or an international covenant to which the United States is not party.” The Weekly Standard
highlighted that the bill would “allow the U.S. to fund only UN agencies and programs that advance U.S. interests and values,
resulting in greater competition among UN entities for funding that would increase transparency and effectiveness. “ [CRS,
11/10/11; The Weekly Standard, 11/10/11]
Rubio Voted Against Cutting Funds For USAID. On September 15, 2011, Rubio voted against a Paul, R-Ky., amendment
that would rescind certain fiscal 2011 funds for the U.S. Agency for International Development and the State Department.
The underlying legislation would provide $6.9 billion in disaster relief funding and renew sanctions on Myanmar, formerly
known as Burma. [Roll Call 134, S 66, 09/15/2011]
Rubio Co-Sponsored An Amendment That State The UN Convention On The Rights Of Child Undermined The
Traditional Laws Of The United States. “Mr. DeMINT (for himself, Mr. Rubio)…S. Res. 99… Resolved, That it is the
sense of the Senate that-- (1) the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted at New York November 20,
1989, and entered into force September 2, 1990, is incompatible with the Constitution, the laws, and the traditions of the
United States; (2) the Convention would undermine proper presumptions of freedom and independence for families in the
United States, supplanting those principles with a presumption in favor of governmental intervention without the necessity for
proving harm or wrong-doing; (3) the Convention would interfere with the principles of sovereignty, independence, and selfgovernment in the United States that preclude the necessity or propriety of adopting international law to govern domestic
matters; and (4) the President should not transmit the Convention to the Senate for its advice and consent.” [Marco Rubio CR
Article 64, 3/10/11]

Iran
Rubio Believed Iran’s Influence In The Western Hemisphere Increased. According to Newsmax, Rubio said, “‘Right
now, the way I would characterize the threat of the Iran presence in the Western hemisphere is three-fold. First and foremost,
it has remained a diplomatic one. Basically, they’re just looking to show the world, ‘Hey we’re not isolated, we have friends and
our friends are in Nicaragua, you know, Venezuela, Cuba,’ things of that nature. So I think that’s still their primary presence in
the region. I mean, they’re always looking at how to avoid sanctions by funneling things through a Venezuelan bank or a
Nicaraguan bank or something like that. ‘And then the third, which I think is the one that will grow in importance in the next
few years, is their intelligence platform. Their Quds Force presence in the region, as they continue to invest in what they call
‘cultural centers’ and as they begin to train intelligence officers in the region and so forth.’” [Newsmax, 4/12/12]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution That Condemned Iran For Its Continued Persecution. “Mr. VITTER (for himself,
Mr. RUBIO)… submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations: S. Res.
385…Resolved, That the Senate-- (1) condemns the Government of Iran for its ongoing and systemic violations of the human
rights of the people of Iran, including the state-sponsored persecution of religious minorities in Iran, and its continued failure
to uphold its international obligations, including with respect to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; (2) calls for the Government of Iran to exonerate and immediately and
unconditionally release Youcef Nadarkhani and all other individuals held or charged on account of their religious or political
beliefs; (3) calls on the President to designate additional Iranian officials, as appropriate, for human rights abuses pursuant to
section 105 of the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8514); and (4)

reaffirms that freedom of religious belief and practice is a universal human right and a fundamental individual freedom that
every government must protect and must never abridge.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 81, 3/1/12]
Rubio Was Skeptical Of President Obama’s Plan To Withdraw All Troops From Iraq By The End Of 2011 Due To
Iran’s Role In The Middle East. According to Fox News, “Florida senator Marco Rubio is skeptical of President Obama’s
plan to abruptly withdraw all U.S. forces in Iraq. He says drawdown needs to be done in a way that doesn’t threaten security.
‘Here’s my fear, my fear is that if the pull out happens too fast, Iran and their surrogates are going to come in there and take
over and start exerting influence and creating havoc for us.....Look, I respect what the President is trying to do, we would all
like to see an end to our engagement there or a narrowing of it, but let’s do it in a way that’s smart and that doesn’t threaten
our security.’” [Fox News, 10/21/11]
On The Floor, Marco Rubio Spoke About The Youcef Nadarkhani Of Iran Who Was Abused In Iran. Rubio,
“Madam President, I stand here to talk about the case of an abuse of another kind than we are currently speaking of with
regard to China and its currency manipulation. Youcef Nadarkhani was arrested in October of 2009 in Iran. I will read the
charges against him, pursuant to a document signed by two judges, and I will say their names because I think one day they will
be held accountable: Morteza Fazel and Azizoallah Razaghi. I think I got the pronunciation right. Here is what the document
says, as reflected in a news article: ‘Mr. Youcef Nadarkhani, son of Byrom, 32 years old, married, born in Rasht in the state of
Gilan, is convicted of turning his back on Islam, the greatest religion the prophesy of Mohammad at the age of 19,’ the
document states… Obviously, this is an outrage. I am glad to see that the voices from this government and from all over the
world have expressed themselves against it. But I think it is important for us to express ourselves against it for another reason.
This is a time when Americans in this Nation have increasingly been asked to turn to international bodies to resolve disputes.
Let’s visit that for a moment because we have international bodies and we have international conventions that Iran has signed-particularly two. One is the Declaration of Human Rights. They signed it in 1948. The other is the International Covenant of
Civil and Political Rights. They signed that in 1966. Any nation that signed on to these covenants--any action like this in the
courts of your country are unconscionable, illegal. They violate these agreements.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 143, 10/6/11]
Rubio Wrote An Op-Ed In The National Review That Called For The United States To Stand Up For Religious
Freedom In Iran And To Urged The Obama Administration To Release Pastor Nadarkhani. Rubio: “Iran’s rulers
have spent over three decades terrorizing their neighbors, the entire world, and even their own people. Whether it was the
violent crackdown following illegitimate elections in 2009 or the daily repression that has become routine, the Iranian people
deserve America’s support. I am deeply distressed by news accounts regarding Iranian Pastor Yousef Nadarkhani, who is
facing imminent execution for apostasy (abandoning Islam) and failing to recant his Christian faith. Pastor Nadarkhani is 34
years old, has a wife and two young children, and is the pastor of an evangelical church in Iran. Our own State Department
should call for his immediate release. These are the moments when the government of this great nation must not be silent, and
must be a voice for freedom for those who are defenseless. In free and civilized societies, the freedom to practice one’s
religion is a fundamental right. Once again, Iran’s government is proving to the world, and to the Iranian people, that it will
spare no means to suppress their God-given right to freely express their ideas and worship. America’s commitment to the
universal rights of man requires us to clearly speak out against their violations wherever they make occur. I urge the
administration to relentlessly call for an immediate and unconditional release for Pastor Nadarkhani.” [Marco Rubio The
National Review, 9/29/11]
Rubio Tweeted: I Have A Feeling The Situation In Iran Would Be A Little Different If They Had A 2nd Amendment
Like Ours.” “U.S. Senate candidate Marco Rubio is in the midst of a publicity bonanza from his weekend Twitter message
that the situation in Iran would be different if that country had a Second Amendment akin to the one in the U.S. Constitution.
The implication - that if the masses had guns, the government wouldn’t be able to run roughshod over them - is exactly the
kind of message that appeals to the conservative base of the Republican Party that he needs to mobilize in his primary contest
with Gov. Charlie Crist for the 2010 Senate nomination. The biggest bonus so far: Rubio was chastised by Chris Matthews on
MSNBC’s Hardball program. Nothing like criticism from the liberal television shouter to earn him support among the base.
Even better for Rubio, Fox News Channel - the favorite of Republicans who are potential campaign donors - is trying to set
up a time for him to come on to discuss it. It wasn’t part of any great plan, Rubio said Tuesday after an appearance at a
conservative conference in Hallandale Beach. ‘I’m not quite that smart - yet,’ Rubio said. ‘I’m not quite that cunning.’ He said
he sent the tweet because it’s what he believes. ‘The Second Amendment is a fundamental right. The citizenry of any nation
has a right to defend itself. Certainly no one advocates violence and I think we watch in horror as that nation has armed
militias to basically shoot and kill their own people. But ultimately I think that the right of citizens to be armed and to selfdefense is a fundamental human right,’ he said. Rubio’s recent tweet: ‘I have a feeling the situation in Iran would be a little
different if they had a 2nd amendment like ours.’ On Monday, Matthews twitted Rubio about his Twitter comment. ‘Wow ... I

hadn’t thought of that. Then again, it wouldn’t really be a nonviolent protest, would it, Mr. Rubio, if the nonviolent protesters
were walking around with guns?’” [Sun-Sentinel Politics Blog, 6/25/10; St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 6/24/09]

Iraq & Afghanistan
Rubio Said That Obama’s Iraq And Afghanistan Policies Were Only About Fulfilling Campaign Promises;
Supported Maintaining Permanent Bases In Afghanistan And Iraq. According to The Hill, “President Obama is putting
politics first as he sets U.S. war policy in Afghanistan, a GOP lawmaker said Tuesday. Obama’s plans to withdraw 20,000
American troops from Afghanistan by next fall — and all U.S. forces by 2014 — is mostly ‘about fulfilling a campaign
promise,’ Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) said. The freshman lawmaker — a rising star in the GOP — has been mentioned as a
possible vice presidential pick for the eventual Republican White House nominee. Rubio has said he’s not interested in the No.
2 spot but would be hard-pressed to say no if asked. Speaking Tuesday at a Foreign Policy Initiative conference, Rubio said
Iraq and Afghanistan would become ‘prime breeding grounds for al Qeada’ if they ‘fall back into chaos’ after U.S. troops are
gone. The president also has erred, Rubio said, by setting a course to remove most of the post-9/11 U.S. military footprint
from the Middle East. The United States should maintain some permanent bases in places such as Iraq and Afghanistan to
carry out missions in the future, Rubio said. Several of the Republican presidential contenders have blasted Obama for his
decision to withdrawal all U.S. troops from Iraq by the end of the year.” [The Hill Blog, 12/13/11]

IRAQ
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution Commemorating Those Who Served In Iraq As The Official Combat Mission
Came To A Close. “Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself…Mr. Rubio)… submitted the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to: S. Res. 349…Resolved, That the Senate--(1) pays tribute to the members of the United States
Armed Forces who served in support of operations in Iraq; (2) calls on the people of the United States to reflect on the service
of those members of the United States Armed Forces, veterans, and their families, and honor their sacrifices; and (3)
commemorates and honors the contributions made by members of the United States Armed Forces and their families, as the
official combat mission in Iraq draws to a close.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 73, 12/17/11]
Rubio Voted Against Repealing the Use of Force in Iraq. On November 29, 2011, Rubio voted against an amendment
that would repeal the 2002 law that authorized the use of force against Iraq. Senator Levin said in a floor statement, “Should
we pass something as dramatic as a repeal of an authorization at this time without knowing what the consequences are in the
real world to our interests? I don’t think we can take that chance. And so I would oppose the amendment of the senator from
Kentucky.” [Roll Call 211, S 1867, 11/29/2011; State News Service, 11/29/11]
On Obama’s Decision To Remove All Troops From Iraq By The End Of 2011 Rubio Highlighted Bush’s “Surge”
Order As The Reason Why Iraq Became Stable; Noted Obama’s Opposition To The Strategy. Rubio’s Office released
this statement regarding the end of the Iraq War, “‘The surge in Iraq ordered by President Bush and implemented by General
David Petraeus, which began in 2007 over the objections of nearly every elected Democrat including then-Senators Barack
Obama, Joe Biden and Hillary Clinton, brought security and stability to Iraq. This success enabled the Iraqi government to
focus on training and equipping their own forces so that they could take the lead in providing the security for their own
country. The competence, bravery and sacrifices made on the part of the men and women of the U.S. Armed Forces working
with their Iraqi partners have enabled this transition.’” [Rubio Press Release via The State Column, 10/25/11]
Rubio Was Skeptical Of President Obama’s Plan To Withdraw All Troops From Iraq By The End Of 2011 Due To
Iran’s Role In The Middle East. According to Fox News, “Florida senator Marco Rubio is skeptical of President Obama’s
plan to abruptly withdraw all U.S. forces in Iraq. He says drawdown needs to be done in a way that doesn’t threaten security.
‘Here’s my fear, my fear is that if the pull out happens too fast, Iran and their surrogates are going to come in there and take
over and start exerting influence and creating havoc for us.....Look, I respect what the President is trying to do, we would all
like to see an end to our engagement there or a narrowing of it, but let’s do it in a way that’s smart and that doesn’t threaten
our security.’” [Fox News, 10/21/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored Resolution to Support President Bush Against Saddam Hussein. On March 21, 2003, Rubio
voted to support President Bush in his stand against Saddam Hussein. The resolution commends and supports the efforts and

leadership of the President, as commander in chief, in the conflict again Iraq. [HR 9033 – Resolution in support of President
Bush]

AFGHANISTAN
Rubio Believed That U.S. Troops Should Leave Afghanistan In A Way That Was “Pursuant To A Plan That
Accomplishes Our Vital Goal.” Rubio’s reaction to President Obama’s speech regarding Afghanistan and brining home U.S.
troops: “U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., said he too believed American troops need to leave Afghanistan, but not if it meant
Afghanistan ‘once again’ becomes ‘a safe haven for al-Qaida. ‘After a decade of fighting, the American people are weary of
war. Facing massive unemployment and a growing national debt, they are weary of the effort’s cost. So am I. But the answer to
a bad situation is not to make it worse,’ Rubio wrote in a news release. ‘And I have always believed that a troop withdrawal
plan based not on progress towards our ultimate goal, but rather on a desire to hit certain numbers, would be a tragic mistake.
Yes, American troops need to leave Afghanistan, but they should do so pursuant to a plan that accomplishes our vital goal. I
hope that in the days to come, the president will more clearly articulate how his troop withdrawal plan does that.’” [The NewsHerald, 6/23/11]
After Bin Laden’s Death, Rubio Said Work Remained. In reaction to the death of Osama bin Laden, “Rubio a member of
the intelligence and foreign relations committees, said that this was an important moment but work remains. ‘While this
diabolical terrorist’s death at America’s hands is a moment to celebrate, we must never forget the serious terrorist threats that
remain and will demand enduring vigilance.’” [The News-Press, 5/3/11]
Rubio Blasted Bush On Afghanistan And Healthcare Law At Town Hall Meeting. At a town hall in Collier County
Rubio said “small businesses are the backbone of the economy and that overregulation and the health care bill is killing them.
‘I want to repeal the health care bill - not because of President Obama, but because it’s killing the creation of jobs. I’m not
against Democrats, I’m just against bad ideas.’ On Afghanistan, Rubio “Blasted the Bush administration for dropping the ball
on Afghanistan and diverting attention to Iraq. After a recent trip to Afghanistan to meet the troops, Rubio said he believes
the nation’s goal of providing security and creating a functional government and judicial system is working. ‘There is progress
being made.’” [The News-Press, 2/5/11]
Rubio Went To Afghanistan And Pakistan During The Martin Luther King Holiday In 2011. “Florida’s U.S. senator,
Marco Rubio, joined other senators on a secret visit to Pakistan and Afghanistan over the Martin Luther King Day weekend,
where Rubio saw first-hand America’s efforts to hand over security and governmental operations to the Afghan people. Rubio
and the six other Republican senators did not announce their trip until a conference call with reporters Monday morning, as
the group was preparing to leave. Rubio said that in Pakistan, he met parliament members and U.S. embassy officials. In
Afghanistan, Rubio observed Afghan military exercises and met with Gen. David Petraeus and Afghan President Hamid
Karzai.” [Naples Daily News, 1/20/11]
Rubio Said That The United States Must See The Afghanistan Mission Through. Reflecting on his trip to Afghanistan
and Pakistan, Rubio said, “‘Everywhere we went from the markets that we walked on the streets to all the way up to the
president, even in Pakistan, what we heard repeatedly was: It is important that the US is committed to seeing this through,’
said Senator Rubio. ‘Otherwise there`s a sense that the Taliban and even Al Qaeda is just waiting for us to leave so they can
move back in,” he added, ‘And people are afraid to deal with us because they think we`re leaving in 6 months or 9 months or a
year,’ the senator said. ‘And when we do [leave], these bad guys are going to come back in and take over and punish them. So
they`ve got to know that we`re committed, and we`ve got to show that we`re committed,’ Senator Rubio warned.” [Right
Vision News, 1/19/11]
Rubio Said That Training Afghan Soldiers Remains A Challenge. With A congressional delegation, Rubio went to
Afghanistan and Pakistan. “But after watching U.S., British and Jordanian troops conduct a training exercise with Afghan
troops, Rubio said much more needs to be accomplished. He noted that some trainees who will have to use a Humvee to
sweep for mines had never driven any vehicle before joining the military. ‘They are certainly a world away from where they
were,”‘ Rubio said. ‘There are real challenges. What we learned is that for a significant period of time, there was no serious
training effort. It will take time to ramp up.’ The group toured a market in Nawa and Camp Leatherneck, a Marine Corps base,
in southern Afghanistan. The open-air market was evidence the local police force is doing better at keeping the area secure,
Rubio said.” [Courier-Journal, 1/18/11]

Rubio Opposed A Timeline For Afghanistan. “Wasting little time, newly minted U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio flew to Pakistan
and Afghanistan over the weekend to get a handle on American efforts to stabilize the region. His takeaway? That the White
House should avoid any ‘artificial timeline’ for withdrawing American troops from a conflict that has been ongoing for nearly
a decade and has cost the lives of more than 1,400 U.S. soldiers and hundreds of billions of dollars of taxpayer money. ‘2011 is
going to be a critical year for Afghan security forces to step up and play a bigger role,’ said the Florida Republican, speaking to
reporters via cell phone from Kabul. ‘And we are heartened by some of the early success that we’ve seen as part of this [troop]
surge strategy.’ President Barack Obama has made it a goal to begin withdrawing troops this year, although the breadth of that
operation remains uncertain. [Orlando Sentinel, 1/18/11]
Rubio Opposed Michael Steel’s Comments And Supported The War In Afghanistan. “RNC chairman Michael Steele
said at a fundraiser Thursday that the Afghanistan war is ‘a war of Obama’s choosing” and the conflict ‘is not something the
United States has actively prosecuted or wanted to engage in.’ The comments drew an immediate rebuke from Republicans
and Democrats and calls for gaffe-prone Steele to resign. The Buzz just caught up with Marco Rubio and asked him to
respond. Rubio said he had not seen what Steele said and declined comment on calls for him to resign. But he said the war is
vital. ‘I think the Afghan war effort is an important part of our national security strategy,’ Rubio said. ‘It think it’s imperative
that we succeed. The best thing that can happen to our country short term and long term in the region is to have an Afghan
nation that has a civil society that is strong, a government that is free of corruption and legitimate and a willing economic and
political partner. What we can do to help that come about is to provide the safety that they need to build these institutions. So
I think the Afghan war effort is important.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 7/2/10]

Israel & Palestine
Rubio Urged The Presidents Of Costa Rica, Colombia, and Panama To Oppose The Palestinian Effort To Gain UN
Recognition. Rubio Co-Signed a letter to President Obama stating, “‘We encourage you to oppose any resolution that may
come before the UN General Assembly seeking to impose a unilateral recognition of a Palestinian state at the UN,’ the
lawmakers wrote the presidents. The lawmakers noted that the US Senate had recently unanimously approved a symbolic
resolution warning that the Palestinian bid for UN membership could lead to US aid cuts. ‘Therefore, a unilateral recognition
of a Palestinian state at the UN is not in the best interest of the Palestinian people or conducive to the ultimate objective of
two democratic states living side by side in peace and security,’ they said. US free trade deals with Colombia and Panama are
expected to face votes in the US Congress in the coming months.” [AFP via Tico Times, 8/22/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution In Support Of Israel. “Mr. HATCH (for himself…Mr. Rubio)… submitted the
following concurrent resolution; which was referred to the committee on Foreign Relations: S. Con. Res. 23… Resolved by
the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That--(1) it is the policy of the United States to support and facilitate
Israel in creating and maintaining secure, recognized, and defensible borders; and (2) it is contrary to United States policy and
our national security to have the borders of Israel return to the armistice lines that existed on June 4, 1967.” [Marco Rubio CR
Article 74, 6/9/11]
Rubio Initiated A Letter That Signified The United State Commitment To Israel. “The vast majority of Republican
freshmen in the Senate have signed on to a letter committing to current levels of defense assistance to Israel. Among the 13
freshmen, 11 have signed the letter initiated by Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) to the party’s Senate leader, Sen. Mitch McConnell
(R-Ky.). ‘As we work to reduce wasteful government spending, we recognize that providing for the national defense is a
constitutional responsibility of the federal government,’ said the letter, first reported last week by Politico. ‘Therefore, we must
continue to prioritize the safety of our nation and the security of our allies, including Israel.’ [Jewish Weekly News Of
Northern California, 4/15/11]
Rubio Made A Private And Personal Visit To Israel After His Election. “Republican US senator-elect Marco Rubio of
Florida, a darling of the archconservative ‘Tea Party’ movement, heads to Israel this weekend for a private visit, his spokesman
said Friday. ‘Senator-elect Rubio and his wife Jeanette will be making a private and personal visit to the Holy Land next week,’
Alex Burgos told AFP by email, stressing that details of the trip “will be kept private.’ ‘Senator-elect Rubio is also working with
pro-Israel supporters to make an official trip back to Israel early next year after he is sworn into office,’ said Burgos. [AFP,
11/5/10]
Rubio Stated That Obama Weakened America’s Relationship With Israel. “Republican U.S. Senate hopeful Marco
Rubio accused President Obama of supporting ‘outrageous’ United Nations criticism of Israel and weakening America’s

historic relationship with the Jewish state during a speech Thursday west of Delray Beach. The event, sponsored by the
Republican Jewish Coalition, drew 250 to 300 people to the South County Civic Center, where Democratic politicians often
draw big crowds. ‘Support for Israel by the United States in a time of crisis has been a given for over 60 years. And yet, lately,
there’s this emerging sense that this long-standing relationship isn’t what it used to be,’ Rubio said.” [Palm Beach Post,
6/11/10]
Rubio Voted for Allowing Investments in Israel. On May 2, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that allows local governments
to invest surplus public funds in rated or unrated bonds, notes, or instruments backed by the full faith and credit of the
government of Israel. [SB 2224 – Local Governments/Authorized Investments; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/20/07]

Libya
Rubio Op-Ed: Libya Needs U.S. Assistance With Wounded Soldiers, Security, And Economic Expansion Rubio cowrote an opinion piece saying “The most meaningful support the U.S. could provide at this time is to help Libya care for its
many wounded citizens. From our visit to the hospital, it is clear that Libya does not have the capacity to care for such a large
number of wounded, many requiring advanced treatment and prosthetics. Indeed, this is such a priority that the TNC told us
they would be willing to draw on the more than $150 billion in Libya’s frozen assets to reimburse the U.S. for the costs of this
humanitarian assistance. To this end, we should consider deploying a hospital ship, such as the USNS Comfort, to Libya or
Malta. Another option could be to transport Libyans in need of advanced care to U.S. medical facilities in Europe. We can also
help Libya lay the foundation for sustainable security. This requires safeguarding the immense stockpiles of weapons and
dangerous materials that exist across the country. It also requires bringing Libya’s many militias under the TNC’s civilian
authority, and working toward their demobilization, disarmament and reintegration into Libyan society. We and our allies
should encourage this peaceful process as much as we can, and oppose external efforts to pick winners who would advance
factional or ideological interests through force. Finally, now is the time to expand our economic ties with Libya and help the
Libyan people take part in a more open regional economic order. This could include reactivating and building upon our
existing Trade and Investment Framework Agreement, working toward the goal of a bilateral free trade agreement, helping
Libya meet the requirements for accession to the World Trade Organization, and gradually turning the “no-fly zone” over
Libya into a “pro-fly zone” that fosters civilian air travel.” [Marco Rubio, John McCain, Lindsey Graham, Mark Kirk, Wall
Street Journal, 10/7/11]
Rubio Visited Libya Along With Senators McCain, Kirk, And Graham. “Sen. Marco Rubio has arrived in Libya to meet
with the country’s new leaders in Tripoli. Rubio is one of four Republican senators in the highest profile U.S. delegation to
visit Libya since Moammar Gadhafi was ousted in August. Rubio, along with John McCain of Arizona, Mark Kirk of Illinois
and Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, will meet with members of National Transitional Council, which is now governing the
country. The senators have also planned to tour Martyrs’ Square. Rubio is expected to return to Florida on Friday.” [Central
Florida News 13, 9/29/11]
In Libya, Rubio Said The New Government Needed International Help With Its “Police Force, Its Prisons, And Its
Fledgling Democracy. “Fresh off a visit to the newly liberated Libyan capital of Tripoli, Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., said the
new government in the North African nation needs international help with its police force, its prisons and its fledgling
democracy. Rubio, who sits on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, traveled Thursday to Libya with fellow Republican
Sens. Mark Kirk of Illinois, Lindsey Graham of South Carolina and John McCain of Arizona. ‘All in all, we’re pleased with the
progress they’ve made,’ Rubio said. ‘We’re very happy to see the pro-American enthusiasm that we encountered. And we have
hope for Libya’s future. Five years from now, three years from now, we could have a nation in the northern part of Africa that
is Islamic and Arab, and yet pro-American and a democracy. And our ally in confronting the problems of the region and the
world. That’s the opportunity before us.’” [Naked Politics Blog The Miami Herald, 9/29/11]
Rubio Supported Obama Administration’s Recognition of Rebel Leaders As Libya’s Legitimate Government. Four
of the Senate’s top voices on foreign policy voiced their support Friday for the Obama administration’s move to formally
recognize rebel leaders as the legitimate governing authority of Libya. ‘We welcome the Administration’s decision to recognize
the Transitional National Council (TNC) as the legitimate governing authority of Libya,’ said Republican Sens. John McCain
(Ariz.), Lindsey Graham (S.C.) and Marco Rubio (Fla.) and Independent Sen. Joe Lieberman (Conn.) in a statement. The four
senators also urged the Obama administration to remove obstacles to the rebel leaders’ ability to access the Gaddafi regime’s
frozen assets and to increase the diplomatic presence of the United States in Benghazi, including the designation of a U.S.

ambassador to the TNC and the granting of ‘full diplomatic rights and privileges’ to TNC representatives in Washington and
New York. [Washington Post 2 Chambers, 7/15/11]
Rubio Said On The Senate Floor That The Debate Regarding Libya Is Not Between “Hawks And Doves.” “Sen.
Marco Rubio, a supporter of the U.S. involvement in Libya but a critic of President Obama’s handling of the mission, spoke
on the Senate floor this afternoon, saying it is not a battle between “hawks and doves.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog,
6/28/11]
On The Senate Floor Rubio Criticized The Obama Administration On Its Handling Of Libya. Rubio on the Senate
floor, “Madam President, over the last 2 weeks, we have seen a deepening divide between the White House and Congress over
Libya. It is a clash that was completely avoidable but also counterproductive. First, for the life of me, I do not understand why
this administration did not bring this issue to the Congress from the outset. In the early days of the Libyan rebellion, the
President should have come to the Congress, informed us that an armed rebellion had arisen against Libya’s anti-American,
criminal dictator; that the rebels were asking for our assistance in establishing a no-fly zone over Libyan air space so they could
take care of the dictator themselves; and that with our support, he intended to work with our allies to establish such a no-fly
zone. If this President had done this, I believe he would have found support here and Qadhafi would have been gone a long
time ago. But instead, this administration waited. While it did, Qadhafi reestablished momentum and began to carry out a new
level of atrocities unprecedented even by his murderous standards. And then, only with the Qadhafi mercenaries on the
outskirts of Benghazi threatening to massacre thousands of innocent civilians, did the United States finally agree to participate.
But even that was botched. First, we ceded most of the operation over to our NATO allies. God bless them for trying, but
they do not have the military capability to finish the job. Second, the President never consulted Congress, again ignoring a coequal branch of government unnecessarily. And then, when finally he was pressed under the War Powers Act, he claims the
United States is not involved in hostilities in Libya.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 79, 6/28/11]
Rubio And Lieberman Co-Authored Wall Street Journal Op-Ed: “Victory Is The Answer In Libya.” “Whatever one
thinks about the constitutional questions surrounding the War Powers Resolution, or the wisdom of the original decision to
intervene in Libya three months ago, the strategic reality is that our nation is now engaged in a fight. It will either end in the
demise of a brutal anti-American dictator, or in his victory over us and our allies. The latter would be an extremely harmful
outcome for the U.S. For this reason, we have an unequivocal national interest in ensuring Moammar Gadhafi’s regime is
defeated as quickly as possible. To guarantee the mission’s success, it is vital that the U.S. officially recognize the Transitional
National Council, provide additional resources to support the council, and intensify strike operations to target the Gadhafi
regime. Yet rather than push the Obama administration to do what is necessary to bring this conflict to a successful
conclusion, members of Congress are pushing to restrict our military campaign. If we withdraw from our air war over Libya, it
will lengthen the conflict, increase its cost to American taxpayers, and raise doubts about U.S. leadership among friends and
foes alike. At this critical hour, both our values and our interests demand that we stand fast. Rather than abandoning the cause
of freedom in Libya and throwing a lifeline to a vicious dictator ‘one who has American blood on his hands’ we should push
toward the only acceptable outcome: the removal of the Gadhafi regime and, with it, the opportunity for the Libyan people to
build a free and democratic society.” [Wall Street Journal Op-Ed Joe Lieberman And Marco Rubio, 6/23/11]
Rubio Disagreed With The House Effort Of Cutting Off Funding For The Libyan Intervention; Thought Obama
Had “Mishandled” The Operation. “Sen. Marco Rubio said today he disagrees with a House effort to cut off funding for
the Libyan intervention, and reaffirmed support for the military mission that has divided Congress. Sen. Marco Rubio said
today he disagrees with a House effort to cut off funding for the Libyan intervention, and reaffirmed support for the military
mission that has divided Congress. ‘The reality of it is Moammar Gadhafi needs to go, and the day he goes will be a good day
for America and a good day for the world,’ Rubio told the St. Petersburg Times. ‘We should do what we can to help that come
about.’ The Florida Republican hedged when asked about President Obama’s contention that he does not need Congressional
approval, but criticized the president for not engaging early enough, saying it had been ‘mishandled.’” [UMCI News, 6/22/11]


Rubio Supported Kerry-McCain Resolution That Authorized TO Continue “The Limited Use Of United States
Armed Forces In Libya” For A Year; Resolution Did Not Allow For Ground Troops. “Rubio supports a resolution,
introduced today by Sens. John Kerry and John McCain, that says the president is ‘authorized to continue the limited use of
the United States Armed Forces in Libya, in support of United States national security policy interest’ for a year. It would
bar putting troops on the ground. Majority Leader Harry Reid said during a news conference afternoon that there are
enough votes to pass the measure and specifically mentioned Rubio’s support.” [UMCI News, 6/22/11]

At A Town Hall Meeting, Rubio Said It would Be Catastrophic If the United States Raised The Debt Ceiling And
That Obama Moved Too Slowly On Libya. In a town hall meeting Rubio said that the national debt can no longer be

ignored, and that the current debt ceiling should not be raised. ‘This is the perfect opportunity to talk about the issues related
to the debt limi,’ Rubio said. ‘If all we do is raise the debt limit, it would be catastrophic and tell the world were not serious
about debt problem.’ Rubios also covered the BP oil spill claims, “we need to put pressure on the process, and if that doesn’t
happen, look at other options” Also he mentioned Libya, “This administration moved too slowly in Libya and the result now
is probably the worse possible scenario a stalemate.” [Pensacola News Journal, 4/27/11]
In A Letter To Secretary Of State Clinton, Rubio Asked For The United States To Derecognize Gadhafi , To Set Up
A Provisional Embassy, And Shut Down Libyan State Broadcasting. The following is what Rubio recommended to
Hilary Clinton on what next steps the United States should do in Libya, “derecognizing the Gadhafi regime; following the
arrival of the American envoy in Benghazi with the establishment of a provisional Embassy to assess opposition needs and to
negotiate the terms of formal recognition; and shutting down Libyan state broadcasting, among several other ideas.” [States
News Service, 4/7/11]
Eleven Weeks After Into His Term Rubio Reclaimed The Spotlight Over The Budget And Libya. “The rapid re-entry
of one of the Republican Party’s brightest stars underscores a media strategy Rubio has executed nearly flawlessly: generate
glowing attention for the head-down approach and then even more for stepping out. It’s a balancing act any 2012 presidential
candidate would envy. Conservatives started talking Rubio for president even before he won his Senate seat,’ Jonathan Karl
said on Nightline. ‘But in the months since, Rubio has kept the lowest of profiles, focusing on Florida and turning down all
national TV interviews. Until now.’ Rubio says the nation’s fiscal debate drew him out. ‘The issues came after us,’ Rubio said
in an interview last week from his temporary basement office. ‘This is what I ran on, and I want to be a meaningful part of
whatever happens.’ The design laid out by Rubio’s advisers was to keep low until summer. But Rubio said the debt issues he
campaigned on have come to a head and to remain in the shadows would be a failure of office. In the Journal, Rubio said he
would refuse to vote for raising the limit on how much the government can borrow unless a series of steps are taken, including
reforming Social Security and Medicare, and passing a balanced budget amendment. He also stepped into foreign policy,
sending a letter (‘perhaps the boldest move any freshman senator has made,’ the Weekly Standard crooned) to Senate leaders
urging Congress to authorize the military to force a regime change in Libya.” [St. Petersburg Times, 4/4/11]
Rubio Called For Regime Change In Libya. “While many Republicans have questioned U.S. military strikes in Libya and
the Obama administration has emphasized limits on America’s role, freshman GOP Sen. Marco Rubio says Congress should
go beyond President Obama’s stated goals and authorize the removal of Moammar Gadhafi. Rubio’s call for regime change
circulated on Capitol Hill while the United States was handing off command of the air campaign to NATO and Defense
Secretary Robert Gates was reiterating that the U.S. would not commit ground troops to Libya. Gates also said he would like
to see any assistance to anti-Gadhafi rebels come from nations other than the U.S. Rubio’s letter does not address whether
ground forces would be needed to remove Gadhafi. A Rubio spokesman said the president should have discretion on how to
achieve that goal.” [Palm Beach Post, 4/1/11]
At Senate Foreign Relation Committee Hearing, Rubio Did Not Question The Cost Of The War In Libya, “Urged
Congress To Take Stronger Action.” “But the person who might have been expected to be most concerned about the
operation’s cost did not ask about it at all: Marco Rubio, a Florida Republican who was swept into office by Tea Party
conservatives. Instead of complaining about the cost of attacking Khadafy, he urged Congress to take stronger action. ‘If he
survives, it is fair to say he will probably be upset,” Rubio said of Khadafy. ‘It’s important that he not survive.’” [The Boston
Globe, 4/1/11]
Rubio Called For The War In Libya To Be Authorized; Supported “President Obama’s Decision To Intervene.”
Senator Marco Rubio offered his full-throated support Wednesday for the U.S. intervention in Libya and called on President
Barack Obama to be clear that regime change is the objective of America’s involvement. In an interview yesterday afternoon,
Rubio said that failing to remove Libyan leader Muammar Qaddafi, after Obama publicly called for him to go, would have
grave consequences for America’s reputation in the region and in the world. ‘When an American president says the guy needs
to go, you better make sure that it happens because your credibility and your stature in the world is on the line,’ he said. While
Rubio is critical of some details of the Obama administration’s handling of Libya – they waited too long to act, he says, and
failed to provide a clear objective for U.S. involvement – Rubio supports President Obama’s decision to intervene. [The
Weekly Standard Blog, 3/31/11]
Rubio Criticized Obama Over Libya, ‘The United States, Quite Frankly, Looks Weak In This Endeavor, It Looks
Unwilling, And Maybe Even Unable, To Act In This Capacity....What Are We Going To Do If There’s A Bloodbath
After This? The President Of The United States Has Specifically Said Qaddafi Must Go, But Has Done Nothing
Since Saying That, Except Have Internal Debates About It For A Week-And-A Half Or Two.’ “‘The United States,

quite frankly, looks weak in this endeavor, said Rubio. ‘It looks unwilling, and maybe even unable, to act in this
capacity....What are we going to do if there’s a bloodbath after this? The president of the United States has specifically said
Qaddafi must go, but has done nothing since saying that, except have internal debates about it for a week-and-a half or two.
So our message to the dissidents,’ Rubio said, ‘the people with the bravery to stand up to Muammar Qaddafi, and then the
people maybe thinking to stand up to the Iranian regime, and in other places, our message is: You guys go ahead and do this
stuff, and if we can ever get the Russians or the Chinese to ever come around, we may or may not join you?’ ‘Russia and China
don’t care about this stuff,’ Rubio continued. ‘They don’t care that Muammar Qaddafi is going to massacre people. So if
Russia doesn’t care, and China doesn’t care, and we care but won’t do anything about it, who is it up to - the French?’” [State
News Services, 3/18/11]
Rubio Supported Intervention In Libya, “Impatient With President Obama’s Inadequate Response To An Armed
Struggle In Libya.” “Florida Senator Marco Rubio, impatient with President Obama’ s inadequate response to an armed
struggle in Libya, urged U.S. officials to assert more support for an uprising against the regime of Muammar Gaddafi. Rubio
said more forceful measures are needed to counter Gaddafi’s attempt to put down the rebellion. These measures could
include, but are not limited to, pressing bordering nations to stop the flow of mercenaries into Libya, finding ways to restore
severed communications, imposing a no-fly zone to protect civilians against aircraft attacks and mobilizing a humanitarian
relief effort, Rubio said on Thursday. Rubio, a Cuban-American Republican from Miami long accustomed to pressuring the
Castro regime, disdained Obama’s attempts to influence events through international groups and other nations. Instead, we
should immediately engage willing partners to limit the regime’s ability to wage war against its own citizens, the senator said.”
[Sun-Sentinel, 2/24/11]

North Korea
Rubio Called Jim Jong Il A “Cruel Tyrant.” According to Sunshine State News, “Florida Republican U.S. Sen. Marco
Rubio weighed in on Monday on the death of North Korean strongman Kim Jong Il. ‘Kim Jong Il was a cruel tyrant who
leaves behind unimaginable suffering of the North Korean people,’ Rubio said in a statement released on Monday. ‘The
United States should work with our partners to ensure that this period of transition is seized as an opportunity to persuade
North Korea to abandon its hostile nuclear program, open up its society and address the humanitarian crisis that its tyrannical
leaders have inflicted.’” [Sunshine State News, 12/19/11]

Pakistan
Rubio Stated That Financial Aid To Pakistan Should Be Reviewed. “Florida Senator Marco Rubio said Pakistan needs
to answer some questions about their ‘true intentions’ and that the US relationship with Pakistan including the provision of
financial aid needs to be reviewed. The outpouring of backlash among US lawmakers stemmed from the facts of where bin
Laden was living right before he was found and killed by US forces. Rubio put it like this: ‘I can’t repeat it enough, [but] the
most wanted man in the world was living in a military neighborhood on the outskirt of [the Pakistani] capital not in some cave
somewhere.’” [International Business Times, 5/3/11]
As A Member Of The Foreign Relations Committee, Rubio Believed Hearings On U.S. Aid To Pakistan Were
Warranted. “Sen. Marco Rubio is adding to calls for Congressional hearings on U.S. aid to Pakistan after the discovery of
Osama bin Laden. ‘The most wanted man in the world lived in a uniquely constructed compound, in a military neighborhood
just a handful of miles outside the capital city. There are some legitimate questions that poses,’ Rubio said in an interview on
the Hugh Hewitt Show. He said he hoped the Foreign Relations Committee, of which he is a member, will hold hearings on
the relationship with Pakistan. Chairman John Kerry has said he wants to review the strategy in Afghanistan and Pakistan and
other senior Democrats said aid could be withdrawn (more on that here) Rubio acknowledged -- as President Obama has -that Pakistan has provided intelligence in the past ‘and maybe even now.’ Rubio credited President Obama and his team for
the daring mission to take out bin Laden, but also said credit was due with the previous administration’s effort to increase
intelligence gathering. ‘I think this will part of history s vindication of George Bush s efforts in this regard.’”[St. Petersburg
Times,Buzz Blog, 5/3/11]
Rubio Went To Afghanistan And Pakistan During The Martin Luther King Holiday In 2011. “Florida’s U.S. senator,
Marco Rubio, joined other senators on a secret visit to Pakistan and Afghanistan over the Martin Luther King Day weekend,

where Rubio saw first-hand America’s efforts to hand over security and governmental operations to the Afghan people. Rubio
and the six other Republican senators did not announce their trip until a conference call with reporters Monday morning, as
the group was preparing to leave. Rubio said that in Pakistan, he met parliament members and U.S. embassy officials. In
Afghanistan, Rubio observed Afghan military exercises and met with Gen. David Petraeus and Afghan President Hamid
Karzai.” [Naples Daily News, 1/20/11]

Syria
Rubio Op-Ed On Syria: The U.S. Should Establish Safe Zones In Turkey, Offer Medicine And Intelligence, Work
To Unify The Syrian Opposition, And Abandon Hope In Kofi Annan. Rubio: “The world has watched for more than a
year as the Assad regime in Syria has been slaughtering innocent civilians. The recent massacre in Houla—including of scores
of children—is a reminder of why the United States must step up and lead an aggressive international campaign to hasten
Bashar al-Assad’s departure from power… One immediately required action is to abandon any wishful thinking that the
efforts of former United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan will help the situation, or that Russia’s conscience will finally
be shocked straight. The U.S. should urge Mr. Annan to condemn Assad and resign his job as envoy so that Syria’s regime and
other governments can no longer hide behind the facade of his mediation efforts… To address these problems, the U.S.
should work with NATO, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Qatar and others to establish safe zones in Turkey and, eventually, in
parts of Syria. This will help turn the opposition into a better-organized and viable force. The U.S. can provide valuable aid in
the form of food, medicine, communications equipment, intelligence and logistical support.” [Marco Rubio, Wall Street
Journal, 6/6/12]
Rubio Called On The United States To Create A “Coalition Of The Willing” Against Syria. According to Sunshine
State News, “Invoking the work of President George H.W. Bush’s 1991 Gulf War alliance, Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, called
on the United States to create a ‘coalition of the willing’ to tackle Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. In an interview with
BuzzFeed on Thursday, Rubio pointed to the need to head an international coalition to take on the Assad regime that has
been brutally cracking down against rebel elements. ‘The world has benefited greatly from America’s power since the end of
the Second World War,” Rubio told BuzzFeed while in New York preparing to address the Council On Foreign Relations on
his internationalist vision for American foreign policy. ‘When America doesn’t lead, what ensues is chaos -- which is what you
have now in Syria.’” [Sunshine State News, 6/1/12]
Rubio Joined Senator Casey In A Resolution That Condemned Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. According to the
Miami Herald, “He talked bipartisanship in his big foreign policy speech this week; now, Sen. Marco Rubio is living it. Rubio,
R-Fla., joined Democratic Sen. Bob Casey of Pennsylvania in a resolution that calls for Syrian President Bashar al-Assad to
‘end his campaign of violence and to step down from power so that the Syrian people can begin the transition to an inclusive
democratic government.’ The two called for the U.S. to do more to provide humanitarian assistance to those suffering under
the regime’s brutality, and to assist opposition organizations that seek a peaceful, democratic future for Syria.” [The Miami
Herald, Naked Politics Blog, 4/26/12]
Rubio Sponsored A Bill That Condemned Human Rights Violations In Syria And Directed The President To Freeze
US Bank Transactions With The Central Bank Of Syria. This bill condemned human rights violations in Syria and
directed the President to use US influence to the UN Security Council on freezing assets and applying sanctions to citizens.
According to CRS, “Syria Democracy Transition Act of 2012 - States that is U.S. policy to: (1) condemn the systemic
violations of human rights conducted by the Syrian authorities, and (2) assure the departure from power of President Assad
and his family and facilitate a peaceful transition to a democratic and inclusive government in Syria.” According to The Hill’s
Floor Action Blog, “Rubio’s Syria Democracy Transition Act, S. 2152, would impose new sanctions on entities that do
business with Syria’s central bank or its petroleum or shipping industries. A summary of the bill said this would go ‘straight at
the oil revenue, arms deals and other support that continues to prop up Assad’s moribund regime.’ More specifically, the bill
would ban any accounts in the United States that are involved in transitions with these industries, and freeze all financial
transactions linked to Syria’s petroleum sales. It would also require the State Department to push for U.N. agreement on a ban
on passenger flights, and a trade ban with Syria.” [CRS, 3/7/12; The Hill, Floor Action Blog, 3/5/12]
Rubio Introduced A Bill That Would Hasten The Departure Of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad And To Provide
Support For The Nation’s Democratic Movement. According to the Cyprus Times, “The Syria Democracy Transition Act
of 2012 would apply crippling sanctions to Syria’s Central Bank, petroleum and shipping industries, going straight at the oil
revenue, arms deals, and other support that continues to prop up Assad’s moribund regime. Additionally, the bill would create

a $50 million Syrian Stabilization Fund (from existing State Department appropriations) to monitor and dispose of
unconventional weapons threatening U.S. troops and our allies in the region, and to provide vital assistance to opposition
groups working towards an inclusive and democratic future in Syria. The bill would also open the door to a range of economic
incentives for Syria, including an Enterprise Fund closely modeled on the Eastern European models that would help kick start
the private sector once a genuinely democratic post-Assad transition is underway.” [The Cypress Times, 3/2/12]
Along With Senator Casey, Rubio Introduced A Resolution That Called On The Obama Administration To Start
Providing “Substantial Material And Technical Support” To The Syrian Opposition. According to ABC News, “Amid
the violence in Syria, Sens. Bob Casey, D-Pa., and Marco Rubio, R-Fla., introduced a resolution today calling for the departure
of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad and calling on the Obama administration to start providing ‘substantial material and
technical support,’ to the Syrian opposition. The resolution does not support arming the opposition, a Senate aide said. Some
lawmakers, including Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., have called on the administration to arm the opposition, in addition to other
support.” [ABC News, 2/10/12]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution Calling For Democracy In Syria. “Mr. Casey (for himself, Mr. Rubio)… submitted
the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations S. Res. 370…Resolved, That the Senate-(1) strongly condemns the ongoing, widespread, and systemic violations of human rights conducted by authorities in Syria,
including the use of force against civilians, torture, extrajudicial killings, arbitrary executions, sexual violence, and interference
with access to medical treatment; (2) maintains that Bashar al-Assad has lost all claims to legitimacy due to the perpetuation of
mass atrocities against the people of Syria and continued violations of human rights; (3) calls upon Bashar al-Assad to step
down from power; (4) strongly condemns the Governments of the Russian Federation and the Islamic Republic of Iran for
providing military and security equipment to the Government of Syria, which has been used to repress peaceful
demonstrations and commit mass atrocities against unarmed civilian populations in Syria…” [Marco Rubio CR Article 72,
2/9/12]
Rubio Believed Syrian President Bashar al Assad Should Resign. In a joint press release with Senators Lieberman,
McCain, and Graham, Rubio believed Basha al Assad should resign. “Having ignored President Obama’s appeal, Bashar al
Assad and his regime must now bear the consequences. We urge President Obama to declare, as the Syrian protesters have,
that Bashar al Assad has lost his legitimacy and it is time for him to go. [Senate Press Release, 5/26/11]
Rubio Put Forward A Resolution With Joe Lieberman Calling For The United States To Server Ties With Syria And
Pull Its Diplomats Out. “Sen. Marco Rubio has scheduled a press conference this morning alongside Sen. Joe Lieberman,
reportedly to call for the U.S. to get tougher on Syria. Rubio appeared on CBSs The Early Show this morning, and said the
two senators would be putting forth a resolution calling for the US to sever ties with Syria and pull its diplomats out. He called
on President Barack Obama declare that to take the side of the Syrian people and declare that the regime of Syrian leader
Bashar al-Assad is no longer a legitimate one. Rubio has previously called on the United States to sever ties and recall the
ambassador at once.” [The Florida Independent, 5/11/11]


Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution In Support Of Demonstrations In Syria. “Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr.
Rubio)…submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations: S. Res. 180…
Whereas, on December 12, 2003, Congress passed the Syria Accountability and Lebanese Sovereignty Restoration Act of
2003 (Public Law 108-175) in order to, among other purposes, hold the Government of Syria accountable for its actions
and as expression of support consistent with these aims: Now, therefore, be it Resolved, That the Senate-- (1) expresses
solidarity and support for the people of Syria as they seek to exercise universal rights and pursue peaceful democratic
change; (2) strongly condemns and deplores the human rights abuses of the Government of Syria, including the use of
arbitrary and lethal violence and deployment of military forces against peaceful demonstrators; (3) strongly condemns and
deplores the Government of Syria’s extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, torture, and arbitrary and mass arrests
against civilians in Syria; (4) strongly condemns and deplores the deliberate cut-off of water, electricity, food,
telecommunications, and other basic services to civilian population centers in Syria; (5) strongly condemns the
Government of Iran for assisting the Government of Syria in its campaign of violence and repression against the people
of Syria…” [Marco Rubio CR Article 86, 5/11/11]

Nicaragua

Rubio Sponsored A Resolution That Supported The Democratic Aspirations Of The People Of Nicaragua. This
resolution deplored the fraudulent reelection of Daniel Ortega and supported the democratic aspirations of the people of
Nicaragua. Supports the democratic aspirations of the people of Nicaragua. Deplores the interruption of constitutional order
in Nicaragua that led to the fraudulent reelection of Daniel Ortega on November 6, 2011. Condemns the acts of violence
perpetrated on election day and calls upon Nicaraguan authorities to prosecute those responsible. Urges President Obama,
Secretary of State Clinton, and Secretary of the Treasury Geithner to take measures to encourage the restoration of
constitutional rule in Nicaragua. Notes the issuance of a final report on the Mission of Electoral Accompaniment of the
Organization of American States (OAS). Urges: (1) the OAS to issue a report on constitutional irregularities impacting the preelectoral phase in Nicaragua, and (2) the U.S. Ambassador to the OAS to work with other member states to strengthen the
OAS’s ability to protect democratic institutions.” [CRS, 3/28/12]
Rubio Op-Ed: Obama Has Been Silent On Nicaragua And Daniel Ortega. Rubio wrote, “In Nicaragua, a determined
and autocratic President Daniel Ortega has weakened Nicaraguan institutions to extend his grip on power. He has manipulated
elections, corrupted the courts and threatened opposition members with mob violence. For three years, the Obama
administration’s policy toward Latin America as a whole has been defined by complacency and the alienation of our allies. It
has been silent and shied away from defending our interests as the region’s tyrants run amok, as Nicaragua shows. And when
the United States should unmistakably align itself on the side of freedom and constitutional order, the administration has been
missing in action as it is doing today in Nicaragua. This administration needs to fundamentally reconsider its approach to Latin
America and outline a plan to steer U.S. policy in the Western Hemisphere towards renewing America’s commitment to
promoting the rule of law, democratic values and free markets. It can start with Nicaragua.” [Marco Rubio, The Miami Herald,
1/9/12]
Rubio Introduced A Resolution In Support Of The Democratic Aspirations Of The Nicaraguan People. “Mr. RUBIO
(for himself and Mr. Menendez) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations: S.Res. 344…Resolved, That the Senate-- (1) supports the democratic aspirations of the people of Nicaragua; (2)
deplores the interruption of constitutional order in Nicaragua that led to the fraudulent reelection of Daniel Ortega on
November 6, 2011, elections; (3) condemns the acts of violence perpetrated on election day and calls upon Nicaraguan
authorities to fully investigate and prosecute those responsible; (4) urges President Barack Obama and Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton to take immediate and meaningful measures to encourage the restoration of constitutional rule in Nicaragua,
including opposing loans by international financial institutions to the Nicaraguan Government; (5) urges the immediate
issuance of a final report on the Mission of Electoral Accompaniment of the Organization of American States, including a
detailed report on constitutional irregularities impacting the preelectoral phase in Nicaragua; and (6) urges the United States
Ambassador to the Organization of American States to lead an effort to use the full power of the organization in support of
meaningful steps to restore democracy and the rule of law in Nicaragua in accordance to the Inter-American Democratic
Charter, including formally suspending the Nicaraguan Government under Articles 20 and 21 of the Inter-American
Democratic Charter.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 59, 12/6/11]

START Treaty
Orlando Sentinel Editorial: Rubio Should Not Seek To Delay Consideration Of The START Treaty. “In a campaign
speech in Orlando this past summer, Republican Marco Rubio lamented leaders in Washington, D.C., who let their positions
on ‘the most critical issues of the day’ be determined by politics. ‘The result is that nothing gets done,’ said Mr. Rubio, who
went on to a well-deserved victory this month in Florida’s U.S. Senate race. But politics is the only plausible explanation for a
push from Mr. Rubio and other top Republicans to put off a vote in the Senate on the pending New START treaty with
Russia on nuclear weapons. Ratification of the pact is a critical issue. And inaction is the likely consequence if it gets held up.
Mr. Rubio and nine other incoming Republican senators, in a letter last week to Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, called for
postponing any consideration of New START until they take their seats in January. Then, their party’s ranks swelled by this
month’s elections, Republicans would have more muscle to block the treaty. The list of Republicans outside the Senate calling
for ratification of the treaty is eye-opening. It includes former U.S. secretaries of state Henry Kissinger, George Shultz, James
Baker and Colin Powell. Mr. Rubio and the other incoming GOP senators argued in their letter that New START ‘would
dramatically reduce the U.S. nuclear deterrent.’ But seven retired commanders of U.S. nuclear forces, in their own letter to
senators in July, said the treaty would leave the United States with a ‘robust and effective deterrent.’” [Orlando Sentinel
Editorial, 11/23/10]

Op-Ed: Rubio Said That He Would Not Support A START Treaty That Would Restrict America’s Ability To Project
Power And Develop A Missile Defense System. “On the president’s nuclear pact with Russia, Rubio says he would resist
any treaty that put restrictions on America’s ability to develop and deploy a missile defense or diminish America’s ability to
project power. ‘Human nature hasn’t changed,’ he says. ‘If we create a vacuum, it will be filled by nations that aren’t nearly as
freedom-loving as ours.’” [Tom Jackson, Tampa Tribune, 4/14/10]

Opposition To Appointments
Rubio Blocked Several Of Obama’s Diplomats From Being Appointed In Order To Get His Say On Foreign Policy.
According to Politico,”Sen. Marco Rubio isn’t waiting for a vice presidential offer to go after President Barack Obama: He’s
been locked in a quiet battle with the White House for months, blocking key diplomatic appointments in hopes of getting his
say on foreign policy. The Rubio-Obama administration skirmish — sloppy, confusing and still largely unresolved — could
presage an even bigger, sloppier and more confusing Rubio-Obama political battle this fall. Administration officials say
Rubio’s move is reckless, placing party politics above the nation’s vital economic and security interests. Amazingly, it’s gone
virtually unnoticed outside the Spanish-language media, despite touching on some of the most interesting themes of the 2012
campaign: the role of U.S. power in a post-Iraq world, the increasingly decisive role of the Hispanic vote in national politics
and the searing political question of whether the talented Mr. Rubio is ready for the big time.” [Politico, 2/16/12]
Rubio Was In Negotiations With The State Department Over His Opposition To Three Western Hemisphere
Ambassadorships, Argued For A Harder Line Toward Nicaragua And Cuba. Al Kamen reported that, “Seemed on
Monday night that Mari Carmen Aponte’s tenure as ambassador to El Salvador was about to expire. The administration and
Senate Democrats fell 10 votes short of what they needed to break a GOP filibuster of her nomination. (Aponte had been
serving in San Salvador since September as a recess appointee, which she can do until the end of the year.)But apparently the
State Department and Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), whose support is critical to get enough Republican votes to break the
filibuster, were in intense and fluid negotiations on an agreement addressing Rubio’s concerns that Washington adopt a more
forceful line toward Nicaragua and Cuba. Rubio told GOP colleagues at lunch Thursday that if that agreement is reached, he
would be prepared to vote to break the filibuster on Aponte and lift the holds he had placed on the nominations of Roberta S.
Jacobson to be assistant secretary for Western Hemisphere Affairs and Adam E. Namm to be ambassador to Ecuador. We’re
hearing that if it turns out that Rubio gets sufficient votes to break the filibuster, a Senate vote would be rescheduled on
Aponte’s nomination. Stay tuned.” [Al Kamen, The Washington Post In The Loop Blog, 12/15/11]


Rubio Said He Would Oppose The Nomination OF Roberta Jacobson To Be The Assistant U.S. Secretary Of
State For Western Hemisphere, And Would Also Oppose The Confirmation Of Mari Carmen Aponte As
Ambassador To El Salvador And Adam Namm As Ambassador To Ecuador. According to the Miami Herald, “Sen.
Marco Rubio, R-Fla., said he will oppose the nomination of Roberta Jacobson to be the assistant U.S. Secretary of State
for Western Hemisphere Affairs. Jacobson’s responsibilities include the U.S. relationship with Cuba. Rubio also said he’d
oppose the confirmation of Mari Carmen Aponte as ambassador to El Salvador and Adam Namm as ambassador to
Ecuador. Rubio didn’t say he’d outright block their nominations -- but did say that he reserves the right to do so. Under
the rules of the Senate, a single senator has the ability to block votes on nominees or legislation by placing a so-called
‘hold’ on it. ‘I will oppose these nominees in the Foreign Relations Committee, and reserve my right to block or vote
against any other future Western Hemisphere nominees until the Administration takes meaningful action to change its
policies,’ Rubio said. Rubio described the Obama administration’s policy towards Latin America as one that’s been
‘defined by appeasement, weakness and the alienation of our allies.’” [The Miami Herald, 11/29/11]

ROBERTA JACOBSON
Rubio Lifted His Hold On The Nomination Of Roberta Jacobson For Assistant Secretary Of State For Western
Hemisphere Affairs. According to the Miami Herald’s Naked Politics Blog, “Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., said he’ll lift his hold
on the nomination of Roberta Jacobson as assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs, a job that includes
overseeing U.S. relations with Cuba. His change of heart comes ‘following months of negotiations with the administration in
the hopes of cracking down on abuses of the people-to-people Cuba travel policy,’ his office said. ‘This policy has been abused
by some people who are more interested in profiting from tourism than in a meaningful effort to bring about democratic
change in Cuba,’ Rubio said in a statement. ‘In doing so, they have also undermined our entire Cuba policy by providing hard
currency to a cruel regime that oppresses its people.’” [Miami Herald, Naked Politics Blog, 3/23/12]

Rubio Asked To Postpone A Senate Foreign Relations Committee Confirmation Hearing Of Roberta Jacobson For
The Under Secretary Of State For The Western Hemisphere In Order To Attain More Information. According to the
Washington Post, “Republican Senator Marco Rubio asked to postpone a Senate Foreign Relations committee meeting
scheduled for Tuesday to discuss the nomination of Roberta Jacobson for Under Secretary of State for the Western
Hemisphere. Alex Burgos, a spokesman for the Cuban-American legislator, told The Associated Press that the hearing is being
postponed to give the State Department additional time to answer new questions raised in the week since Jacobson was called
to appear for a confirmation hearing. Rubio, one of two Hispanic senators, said that he had not yet made a decision on the
nomination, but praised answers given by Jacobson, who currently holds the position as an interim appointee. The senator
cited Jacobson’s emphatic denial of claims that the State Department offered to allow a Cuban spy sentenced in the United
States to return home in exchange for the release of Alan Gross, an American prisoner on the island. Rubio had threatened to
block Jacobson’s nomination when AP reported last month that the U.S. had extended the offer and that Cuba had rejected
it.” [The Associated Press via The Washington Post, 11/15/11]
Rubio Rescinded His Threat Of Blocking Roberta Jacobson As Assistant Secretary Of State For The Western
Hemisphere. According to the Associated Press, “Senators critical of U.S. travel policy in Cuba have raised no new threats of
any move to block the nomination of Roberta Jacobson for assistant secretary of state for the Western Hemisphere. GOP Sen.
Marco Rubio of Florida said he hasn’t decided on Jacobson’s nomination, but thought she handle Tuesday’s audience well.
Just one senator’s opposition can block a nominee’s confirmation. The process continues next week. Rubio had previously
threatened to block her nomination after The Associated Press reported last month that the United States had extended an
offer to Havana to let a convicted Cuban spy return home in exchange for the release of Maryland native Alan Gross, a
contractor imprisoned in Cuba. AP reported then that Cuba rejected the offer.” [Associated Press via The Washington Post,
11/8/11]

CARMEN APONTE
Rubio Distanced Himself From The Responsibility For The Outcome Of The Carmen Aponte Vote, Puerto Rican
Leaders Said That There Will Be “Repercussions.” “Sen. Marco Rubio can breathe a sigh of relief after enough of his
fellow Republicans crossed the aisle Thursday to end a showdown between the Florida Republican and President Barack
Obama over the White House’s nominee for ambassador to El Salvador. Rubio had been wedged between his influential
Latino constituents — who support the nomination and wield significant sway in the November election — and Republicans
who had previously blocked the nomination. Puerto Rican leaders looked to Rubio to help sway Republicans to support the
nomination of Mari Carmen Aponte, who was born in Puerto Rico. But Rubio distanced himself from responsibility for the
outcome in the lead up to the vote — ‘I’m not the whip for the State Department,’ he said — angering Latino leaders despite
the successful result. Rafael Fantauzzi, president of the National Puerto Rican Coalition, said his community was disappointed
that Rubio did not work harder to rally Republicans for Aponte. ‘Now that she’s confirmed, we’re going to celebrate for one
day at least, and then we’re going to probably have some conversations with community folks in Florida to see what will be
the repercussions of this,’ Fantauzzi said. ‘But it will have repercussions.’” [Politico, 6/14/12]
Democrats Hoped Rubio Would Corral Enough Votes To Confirm Mari Carmen Aponte As Ambassador To El
Salvador. According to the Miami Herald, “Senate Democrats are looking to Republican Sen. Marco Rubio today to twist the
arms of a few of his fellow GOP senators on a controversial White House nomination. They’re hoping the Florida senator will
help corral the 60 votes needed for the Senate to take up the nomination of Mari Carmen Aponte, whose is Puerto Rican, and
who had served on an interim basis as the ambassador to El Salvador. The Senate is expected to vote this afternoon;
Democrats say the timing of the vote has nothing to do with President Barack Obama’s visit next week to Orlando, home to
many of the swing state’s Puerto Ricans voters. The president is scheduled next Friday to address the National Association of
Latino Elected and Appointed Officials.” [Miami Herald, Naked Politics Blog, 6/13/12]
Rubio Faced Pressure To Change His Position On Carmen Aponte’s Nomination Of The Ambassadorship.
According to Roll Call, “Aubrey Jewett, a political science professor at the University of Central Florida, said that Rubio’s vote
against Aponte seemed to pit his allegiances to Hispanics against his desire to show his conservative bona fides. ‘I really do
think he was inclined to support the nominee, but he was feeling cross-pressured,’ Jewett said. ‘I believe that certainly played
into it,’ he added. ‘I believe Rubio is trying to support conservative leadership as he was supported by them early on in his
race.’ Rubio’s spokesman dismissed any ulterior motive for his change in position. ‘From the outset, his reasons for opposing
her were purely tied to his concerns with the administration’s policies in the Western Hemisphere,’ the spokesman said. In his

letter to Wendy R. Sherman, undersecretary of State for political affairs, Rubio cited the ‘good faith efforts that you have made
with regard to my concerns about the recent fraudulent elections in Nicaragua.’ According to Rubio’s spokesman, the Obama
administration ‘agreed to have a stronger reaction to the recent failed elections in Nicaragua, including issuing a statement
from the State Department.’ Rubio had previously raised concerns about anti-democratic currents in Nicaragua and, along
with Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.), introduced a resolution this month supporting the democratic aspirations of the
Nicaraguan people and calling attention to the deterioration of constitutional order in the Central American country.” [Roll
Call, 12/23/11]
Rubio Voted Against Mary Carmen Aponte To Become The Ambassador To El Salvador. According to The Miami
Herald’s Naked Politics Blog, “Senate Republicans, including Rubio, voted against Aponte’s confirmation on Monday. They
cited questions about an old live-in boyfriend of Aponte’s who was a Cuban spy and allegedly tried to recruit her (in a spycaper twist, there was also a report that the boyfriend was an informant for the U.S.). The FBI cleared Aponte, who later
received two top security clearances -- but not before the chatter scuttled her 1993 nomination by President Bill Clinton to
serve as ambassador to the Dominican Republic. Republicans also took issue with a gay rights op-ed Aponte wrote in a
Salvadoran newspaper. She is temporarily serving as ambassador in the Central American country, having been named to the
post by President Barack Obama during a congressional recess.” [The Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 12/12/11]


Rubio Canceled A Meeting With A State Department Official After He Received Word That His Vote Against
Mari Carmen Aponte For An Ambassadorship Drew Criticism; Vowed Not To Work With The Administration
Over The Appointment. According to the Miami Herald, “Sen. Marco Rubio on Tuesday abruptly canceled a meeting
with a high-level State Department official after learning that Democrats had described his vote Monday against the
ambassador to El Salvador as an insult to the Puerto Ricans he represents in Florida. The Senate failed to get enough
votes Monday night to take up the nomination of Mari Carmen Aponte, who has been serving on an interim basis as
ambassador to El Salvador. The White House lashed out at Republicans for blocking the vote, calling their move Monday
night one that played ‘politics with America’s national interests.’ In a call Tuesday afternoon, Hispanic leaders accused
Rubio and other Republicans of abandoning fellow Hispanics. Aponte is the first Puerto Rican woman to serve as a U.S.
ambassador. But she has a complicated past — a former boyfriend was accused of being a Cuban spy. The FBI cleared
Aponte, who later received two top security clearances, but not before the chatter scuttled her 1993 nomination by
President Clinton to serve as ambassador to the Dominican Republic.” [The Miami Herald, 12/14/11]

Senator Menendez Mentioned Rubio’s Opposition To Mari Carmen Aponte’s Appointed To The Ambassadorship
To El Salvador And That He Was Allowed To Review Her FBI File. Senator Menendez, “having said that, because of
my strong belief that Ambassador Aponte is fully and uniquely qualified for this post, during the last several months, I worked
with the distinguished chairman, Senator Kerry, to find a way--despite committee precedent--to allow an additional Republican
on the Foreign Relations Committee to review the Ambassador’s FBI file. As a result, not one but two Republicans--my
colleague and friend from Florida, Mr. Rubio, and the Senator from South Carolina, Mr. DeMint--were able to review her file.
Since the concern had been not having access to the file, we presumed that once they were reviewed, they would lift their
objections and allow a vote on her nomination. Why? Because there is nothing in that file that would indicate otherwise. But
we were wrong. It wasn’t about the file. That appeared to just be a delay tactic. The opposition to Ms. Aponte’s nomination
turned out to be about one thing and one thing only; that is, politics. Our good-faith effort to provide full access to
information and address concerns about Ms. Aponte was summarily dismissed.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 133, 12/11/11]

ADAM NAMM
Rubio Opposed Namm’s Appointment Because Of Obama’s Stance On Cuban Travel. “Freshman Sen. Marco Rubio
(R-Fla.) said Saturday that he would block the nomination of two of the Obama administration’s Western Hemisphere
nominees, because the State Department has failed to answer his questions about Cuba travel policy… Rubio’s office said that
the two nominations he would hold are those of Roberta Jacobson to be assistant secretary of State for the Western
Hemisphere, and Adam Namm to be Ambassador to Ecuador.” [The Hill, Floor Action Blog, 12/19/11]

DAVID SHEAR
Rubio Blocked Obama’s Appointment of David Shear To Become Ambassador To Vietnam Because He Wanted To
Highlight The Concerns Of U.S. Families Not Receiving Their Adopted Children. Sixteen U.S. Families have been

waiting for years to receive children they adopted for years. Known as the “Bac Lieu 16,” these families have not received their
adopted children over the U.S. and Vietnam’s failure to readopt their Memorandum Of Understanding. “To draw attention to
the issue, several U.S. senators, including Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, placed a block on approval of Ambassador Shear’s
appointment by President Barack Obama. Three of the Bac Lieu 16 families live in Florida.
Rubio lifted his block in June, saying he was satisfied with Shear’s response to his concerns about the Vietnamese adoptions.”
[Pensacola News Journal, 8/28/11]

Human Rights
On The Senate Floor, Rubio Spoke About Human Rights. Rubio talked about the adbuse of human rights while
highlighting China And Syria. Rubio: “Over the next few weeks, I hope to come to this floor and continue to highlight these
egregious violations of human rights. Tragically, there is no shortage of them. In the weeks to come, we will talk about the
problems of human trafficking that exist in our own country, in our own hemisphere, and all around the world. We will talk
about the violations of religious liberties that exist in societies all over the planet. We will talk about how women have no
rights whatsoever in many of these countries. There are some nations where a woman is counted as one-fourth of a man in
terms of their worth or their ability to speak out. We will talk about other countries where people are systematically jailed, as
they are in our own hemisphere, for putting out pamphlets that criticize the government. We will talk about what is happening
in Syria and Tibet. Human rights is at the core of who we are as a nation. It is at the core of our identity as a people and as a
power on the global stage. It is an issue that doesn’t belong to the right or to the left, to Republicans or Democrats; it is an
issue that should unite us all in this Chamber and in this country, and we hope to be an effective voice in that regard in the
years that God permits me to serve here in the Senate.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 106, 3/15/12]

Haiti
Rubio Co-Introduced A Resolution That Recognized The Anniversary Of The Haiti Earthquake. “Mr. NELSON of
Florida (for himself, Mr. Rubio)...S. Res. 368… Resolved, That the Senate-- (1) mourns the loss of lives as a result of the tragic
earthquake in Haiti on January 12, 2010; (2) honors the service of United States personnel in the United States Embassy in
Port-au-Prince, the United States Coast Guard, United States Armed Forces, and other United States Government agencies,
and all members of international organizations who have persevered through adverse local conditions and continue to serve
Haiti and the Haitian people; (3) reaffirms its solidarity with the people of Haiti as they work to rebuild their country and
livelihoods; (4) reaffirms its commitment to support the people of Haiti, in partnership with the Government of Haiti and in
coordination with other donors, in long-term reconstruction; (5) urges the United States Government, international donors,
and non-governmental organizations in Haiti to work in full partnership with authorities, civil society, and the private sector in
Haiti and to prioritize sustainable projects with greater opportunity for capacity building; and (6) encourages the United States
Government, the Government of Haiti, and international donors-- (A) to give priority to policies that would enhance the
ability of the Government of Haiti to attract private sector investment and meaningful diaspora participation, including judicial
reform, civil registry, enterprise fund, and land tenure reform; (B) to develop, improve, and scale-up communications and
participatory mechanisms to more substantially involve civil society in Haiti at all stages of the cholera and post-earthquake
responses; and (C) to give priority to programs that protect and involve vulnerable populations, including internally displaced
persons, children, and persons with disabilities.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 62, 2/6/12]
Rubio Visited Haiti. According to WPLG, “Sen. Marco Rubio is in Haiti today to meet with the country’s leaders to discuss
various issues concerning the rebuilding of Port-au-Prince and the nation’s future. Calvin Hughes is the only South Florida
reporter with the senator and is filing reports on the Haiti visit.” [WPLG, 1/16/12]
Rubio Joined With Nelson To Bolster Congressional Support To Post-Earthquake Haiti. “A day after sitting together
during the president’s State of the Union speech in a rare showing of bipartisanship, Florida’s Democratic and Republican U.S.
senators took it a step further Wednesday. U.S. Sens. Bill Nelson, a Democrat, and Marco Rubio, a Republican, joined
together today to offer a resolution aimed at bolstering congressional support and focusing international attention on postearthquake relief in Haiti. This month marked a year since an earthquake ravaged the nation that ranked as the poorest, least
developed in the Western Hemisphere. The resolution by Nelson and Rubio says the international community needs to focus
on reconstruction there, which could cost Haiti $11.5 billion over the next three years. The two Florida lawmakers were joined
by Sens. John Kerry (D-MA), chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and Richard Lugar, the ranking

Republican on the committee. Also cosponsoring are Sens. Robert Casey (D-PA), Bob Corker (R-TN), Dianne Feinstein (DCA), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) and Robert Menendez (D-NJ).” [States News Services, 1/28/11]
Rubio Co-Introduced A Resolution That Recognized The Anniversary Of The Haiti Earthquake. “Mr. NELSON of
Florida (for himself…Mr. RUBIO)… submitted the following resolution; which was considered and agreed to: S. Res.
26…Resolved, That the Senate-- (1) honors those who lost their lives as a result of the tragic earthquake in Haiti on January
12, 2010; (2) honors the sacrifices of the men and women of the Government of Haiti, the Government of the United States,
the United Nations, and the international community in their responses to those affected by the earthquake; (3) expresses
continued solidarity with the people of Haiti as they work to rebuild their neighborhoods, livelihoods, and country; (4)
reaffirms the commitment of the Senate to support the long-term reconstruction of Haiti, in partnership with the Government
of Haiti and in coordination with other donors; (5) supports the efforts of the Executive Branch to prevent the spread of
cholera, treat persons who contract the disease, provide technical assistance to the Haitian Ministry of Public Health, and
improve long-term water, sanitation, and health systems…” [Marco Rubio CR Article 82, 1/26/11]

Tibet
Rubio Co-Introduced A Resolution In Support Of The People Of Tibet. “Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself…Mr. Rubio)…
submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations: S. Res. 356… Resolved, That
the Senate-- (1) mourns the death of Tibetans who have self-immolated and deplores the repressive policies targeting Tibetans;
(2) calls on the Government of the People’s Republic of China to suspend implementation of religious control regulations,
reassess religious and security policies implemented since 2008 in Tibet, and resume a dialogue with Tibetan Buddhist leaders,
including the Dalai Lama or his representatives, to resolve underlying grievances; (3) calls on the Government of the People’s
Republic of China to release all persons that have been arbitrarily detained; to cease the intimidation, harassment and
detention of peaceful protestors; and to allow unrestricted access to journalists, foreign diplomats, and international
organizations to Tibet; (4) calls on the Secretary of State to seek from the Government of the People’s Republic of China a full
accounting of the forcible removal of monks from Kirti Monastery, including an explanation of the pretext or conditions
under which monks were removed and their current whereabouts; (5) commends His Holiness the Dalai Lama for his decision
to devolve his political power in favor of a democratic system; (6) congratulates Tibetans living in exile for holding, on March
20, 2011, a competitive, multi-candidate election that was free, fair, and met international electoral standards; (7) reaffirms the
unwavering friendship between the people of the United States and the people of Tibet; and (8) both--(A) calls on the
Department of State to fully implement the Tibetan Policy Act of 2002 (subtitle B of title VI of Public Law 107-228; 22 U.S.C.
6901 note), including the stipulation that the Secretary of State seek ``to establish an office in Lhasa, Tibet, to monitor
political, economic, and cultural developments in Tibet”, and also to provide consular protection and citizen services in
emergencies; and (B) urges that the agreement to permit China to open further diplomatic missions in the United States
should be contingent upon the establishment of a United States Government consulate in Lhasa, Tibet.” [Marco Rubio CR
Article 89, 1/30/12]

Latin America
Rubio Attended The Summit Of The Americas Conference In Colombia,; His Wife Attended But Not At “Taxpayer
Expense.” According to NPR, “Rubio’s staff confirms he’ll be attending the Summit of the Americas this weekend in
Cartagena, Colombia. So too will President Obama. Rubio’s often mentioned as a possible running mate for Mitt Romney, and
mixing with foreign heads of state at the Colombia confab could help his star rise even further. But Rubio won’t be riding to
the summit on Air Force One. His trip, which stops first in Mexico, is being paid for by the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee. The 40-year-old son of Cuban immigrants is the only member of that panel who’s attending the hemispheric
huddle. But Rubio won’t be alone. His wife, Jeanette (who’s of Colombian descent) will accompany him — ‘not at taxpayer
expense,’ according to his spokesman.” [NPR, 4/11/12]

Mexico
Op-Ed: Rubio Understood The Mexican Drug Problem More Than The Republican Candidates For President.
“Republican presidential candidates have had little constructive to say on the issue of the bloody drug violence in neighboring

Mexico. They can change that as they meet to debate on Tuesday night. Republicans have some catching up to do. Florida’s
junior senator Marco Rubio seems to understand this, judging from his comments at a televised Politico interview last week.
‘Mexico deserves better. Mexico has all the conditions necessary to be prosperous and to provide great opportunities for its
people,’ Rubio said. ‘In order for us to have the moral standing on this issue, we have to do a better job’ of dealing with U.S.
drug consumption. Senator Rubio, whom many consider a front-runner in the GOP’s vice-presidential sweepstakes despite his
disinterest in the post, spoke with characteristic vision about U.S.-Mexican relations.” [Roger Noriega, CNN, 11/21/11]

Human Trafficking
On The Floor, Rubio Discussed Human Trafficking And Slavery. Rubio: “The good news is that here in Congress there
is a bill--reauthorization of the TVPRA. It passed out of the Senate Judiciary Committee in October of this year by a 12-to-6
vote. It does a few things. It promotes increased cooperation among Federal agencies, between the United States and other
countries. It supports and enhances the victim-centered approach, which basically says we are going to approach this from the
viewpoint of the victim and create protections and security for the victims so they can cooperate and help us prosecute these
people. The bill focuses on cutting off human trafficking at its roots by supporting international efforts to focus on this issue.
There are a lot of countries out there that want to do the right thing; they either do not have the resources or knowledge base
to do it. There are some countries out there that do not mind this. In fact, they cooperate with this stuff. They like that it is
going on in their countries. They are on the take, so to speak. They need to be called out for what they are doing as well.
Finally, it promotes accountability. It ensures that the Federal funds are being used for their intended purposes, and it reduces
the authorization levels to address fiscal concerns but focuses on the programs that have been most effective. My hope is that
bill, which is a bipartisan bill, will come to this floor soon and that we will have an opportunity to make it better, to get it
passed, and to work with our colleagues in the House to send a very clear message that this is a priority, that this is something
we should all agree on and work on together. It is a great cause to be involved in. It is one of the great humanitarian, human
rights causes of the 21st century, and I think how we deal with it or fail to deal with it will say a lot about us as a people and as
a nation. I hope I can encourage as many of my colleagues as possible to take up this cause as their own. I look forward, in the
weeks to come, to coming to the floor and talking more about it.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 108, 11/3/11]
Rubio Took On A Leading Role In The Fight Against Human Trafficking. According to CBN News, “As Congress
gets set to take on the troubling issue of human trafficking, U.S. Senator Marco Rubio, who is co-sponsoring a major bill on
the subject tells that Brody File that what is happening in America is a humanitarian crisis and, ‘sounds like some sort of cable
movie but it’s real.’ He says America must take the lead because of its moral standing in the World. He then takes a swipe at
China saying, ‘China will never be America’ because it is a country that, ‘violates the rights of its own people and can care less
about the rights of others.’ Rubio will play a lead role as he and other members of the U.S. Helsinki Commission look to
reauthorize the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2011.” [CBN News, 11/2/11]
Rubio Wrote An Op-Ed Calling For The End Of Human Trafficking. Rubio: “At the federal level, a groundbreaking
human-trafficking law enacted in 2000 was the first slavery-related legislation passed since the Civil War ended. Among other
goals, it required the State Department to evaluate countries on efforts to fight this problem and highlight needed
improvements. This law now needs to be re-authorized before it expires at year’s end. I am co-sponsoring the bipartisan
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act, which would build on the earlier version and enhance our capabilities to
support law enforcement, assist victims and maximize government resources to combat this horrendous crime at home and
abroad. We are a compassionate nation, which understands that our most fundamental freedoms are universal rights..” [Marco
Rubio Orlando Sentinel, 8/16/11]

Speeches On Foreign Policy
JESSE HELMS CENTER
At The Jesse Helms Center, In A Foreign Policy Speech Called America’s Role In The World, Rubio Said He Was
Concerned That ‘President Obama May Let This Historic Moment Past In Regards To Arab Spring And The Death
Of Osama Bin Laden. At the Jesse Helms Center at Wingate University Rubio declared, “‘the world will pay a terrible price’
if America does not actively champion the cause of freedom through moral and, if necessary, military strength, U.S. Sen.
Marco Rubio said the country is at a historic crossroads. Speaking two days after the 10th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist

attacks, Rubio said, “States that do not respect the rights of their citizens seldom respect the rights of their neighbors. They
become breeding grounds for all sorts of ills -- from the trafficking of humans and drugs to contagious disease and famine,
from nuclear proliferation to terrorism -- that threaten our own security. “I applaud President Obama for ordering the gutsy
raid that finally brought Osama bin Laden to his just fate. I applaud the president, too, for his stirring words in support of
reformers in the Middle East,” Rubio said. But, he added, “I only wish he had shown more commitment to the cause of
freedom. He has been so slow and hesitant that we have missed some significant opportunities to alter the strategic landscape
in America’s favor. And the president’s failure to lead has served to magnify the damage done to U.S. interests.” Rubio said he
was “concerned that President Obama may let this historic moment pass.” [Sunshine State News, 9/14/11]


Rubio Applauded The Conservative “Morality In Foreign Policy Plank.” “In his foreign policy speech, Rubio
applauded the Morality in Foreign Policy plank that Helms and Ronald Reagan installed into a GOP platform three
decades ago, Rubio sought to honor and reconnect that moral nexis. “The American armed forces have been the greatest
force for good in the world during the past century. They stopped Nazism and communism and other evils such as
Serbian ethnic-cleansing. They have birthed democracies from Germany to Iraq. They have delivered relief supplies, and
performed countless other tasks in service to our nation.’ All they have ever asked in return is that we provide them the
tools to get the job done -- and that we look after them and their families. ‘They have never failed us in our time of need.
We must not fail them now. We must maintain a strong national defense,’ the senator said, noting that U.S. defense
spending, roughly 20 percent of the U.S. budget, totals less than half the outlays expended on entitlement programs
annually. Rubio went on to warn: ‘If we refuse to play our rightful role and shrink from the world, America and the entire
world will pay a terrible price. And it is our responsibility to clearly outline to the American people what our proper role in
the world is and what American interests are at stake when we engage abroad.’” [Sunshine State News, 9/14/11]

REAGAN LIBRARY
In Reagan Library Speech, Rubio Discuss In America’s Role In The World. “In that speech, he’s expected to focus on
America’s role in the world — a speech expected to set him apart from some of his more isolationist colleagues who also came
to the Senate with tea party backing. But there’s also no question that Rubio has benefited from good timing and luck, as well
as spot-on political instincts. He’s also benefited from a number of friends in high places, including Former Republican Party
of Florida chairman Al Cardenas, who first spotted his talent as a staffer on Bob Dole’s presidential campaign. They also
include Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, who introduced Rubio before his victory speech last November by calling the newly elected
senator the “right man at the right time.” Bush, saying it was difficult not to be emotional about Rubio’s win, also noted
Rubio’s skills as an orator. ‘I’m so proud of his high-voltage energy, I’m so proud of his enthusiasm, I’m so proud of his
eloquence,’ Bush said.” [The Miami Herald Blog, 8/22/11]

BROOKINGS
At The Brookings Institute, Rubio Said That The Obama Administration Had Over Relied On Global-Institutions
Such As The UN And That Syria Was “Waiting For American Leadership.” According to McClatchy Newspapers,
“Rubio said the easiest thing he could do during his address would be to criticize President Barack Obama’s foreign policy. He
still took a hard whack, saying the Obama administration must commit more firmly to a world leadership role. He was
especially critical of what he called the administration’s over-reliance on global institutions such as the United Nations to
engage in places such as Libya. Syria, he said, is ‘waiting for American leadership.’” [McClatchy Newspapers via The Miami
Herald, 4/25/12]
The Washington Post Believed Rubio Sought To Stake A Middle Ground In His Foreign Policy Speech. According
to the Washington Post, “Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) took another step onto the national stage Wednesday with a foreign
policy speech that positioned him squarely in the middle between a dying breed of GOP moderates and his partisan brethren
who have condemned President Obama as an international weakling. ‘The easiest thing for me to do here today is to give a
speech on my disagreement with this administration on foreign policy,” Rubio told a packed auditorium at the Brookings
Institution. ‘I have many.’ But he offered little direct criticism, issuing a general call for bipartisanship and more American
‘leadership’ in the world, even as he chastised ‘voices in my own party who argue we should not engage at all.’” [Washington
Post, 4/25/12]

COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
At The Council On Foreign Relations In New York, Rubio Predicted That Talks With Iran Would Fail And That
He Would Sanction A Military Strike Before They Could Become A Nuclear Nation. According to ABC News, “Sen.
Marco Rubio, R- Fla., predicted today that nuclear talks with Iran ultimately will fail and said he would sanction a military
strike before tolerating a nuclear Iran, warning that the United States should begin to prepare the country for that situation.
‘This is nothing but a stall tactic and I wish I was wrong, to the depths of my heart I wish that I was wrong,’ Rubio said of the
talks during an appearance at the Council on Foreign Relations in New York City. ‘You would have to be blind not to see
what’s happening here. This is nothing but a delay tactic and a stall tactic, and they now openly brag about their ability to
move the red lines.’” [ABC News, The Note, 5/31/12]

Burma
Rubio Was Absent On A Vote To Proceed An Approval On The Renewal Important Restrictions In The Burmese
Democracy Act Of 2003. “The question is, is it the sense of the Senate that debate on the motion to proceed to H.J. Res. 66,
an act approving the renewal of import restrictions contained in the Burmese Democracy Act of 2003, shall be brought to a
close? The yeas and nays are mandatory under the rule. The clerk will call the roll. The bill clerk called the roll. Mr. KYL. The
following Senator is necessarily absent: the Senator from Florida (Mr. Rubio).” [Marco Rubio CR Article 148, 9/13/11]
Rubio Was Absent During The Vote On The Motion To Proceed On The Approval Of The Renewal Of Important
Restrictions Contained In The Burmese Freedom And Democracy Act Of 2003. Mr. KYL. The following Senators are
necessarily absent: the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. DeMint), the Senator from North Dakota (Mr. Hoeven), the Senator
from Texas (Mrs. Hutchison), the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. Inhofe), the Senator from Illinois (Mr. Kirk), the Senator
from Alaska (Ms. Murkowski), the Senator from Florida (Mr. Rubio), and the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. Vitter).” [Marco
Rubio CR Article 60, 9/12/11]
Rubio Blocked Obama’s Appointment of David Shear To Become Ambassador To Vietnam Because He Wanted To
Highlight The Concerns Of U.S. Families Not Receiving Their Adopted Children. Sixteen U.S. Families have been
waiting for years to receive children they adopted for years. Known as the “Bac Lieu 16,” these families have not received their
adopted children over the U.S. and Vietnam’s failure to readopt their Memorandum Of Understanding. “To draw attention to
the issue, several U.S. senators, including Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, placed a block on approval of Ambassador Shear’s
appointment by President Barack Obama. Three of the Bac Lieu 16 families live in Florida.
Rubio lifted his block in June, saying he was satisfied with Shear’s response to his concerns about the Vietnamese adoptions.”
[Pensacola News Journal, 8/28/11]

Terrorism
Rubio Co-Sponsored The “Detaining Terrorists To Secure America Act”; Act Would Keep Guantanamo Bay Facility
Open. “U.S. Senators Kelly Ayotte (R-NH), Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Joseph I. Lieberman (I-CT), Saxby Chambliss (R-GA),
Scott Brown (R-MA) and Marco Rubio (R-FL) today introduced the Detaining Terrorists To Secure America Act (S. 944)
legislation that would keep open the Guantanamo Bay terrorist detention facility. With questions remaining about where
America would detain high-value terrorists it captures as well as lingering uncertainty about Guantanamos future this
bipartisan bill addresses the urgent need to designate a single secure facility for the detention and interrogation of current and
future terrorists.” [State News Service, 5/11/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution That Condemned Attacks In Norway. “Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself…Mr.
Rubio)…S. Res. 240… Resolved, That the Senate-- (1) condemns in the strongest terms the senseless terrorist attacks that
occurred in Norway on July 22, 2011, causing many deaths and injuries; (2) further condemns all terrorist actions, including
those motivated by hatred and religious or cultural intolerance; (3) expresses deep sympathy, solidarity, and condolences to the
victims of the atrocious acts, their families, and the people and Government of Norway; (4) emphasizes the bonds of
friendship and shared heritage between the United States and Norway; (5) expresses unwavering support to the Government
and people of Norway as they recover from these horrific attacks; (6) affirms its resolve to combat all forms of senseless

violence and terrorism, both domestically and abroad; and (7) calls on all people to join together to denounce acts of hatred
and fear and promote peace and tolerance in their communities and around the world.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 61, 7/27/11]
Rubio Wanted To Know What Interrogation Techniques Worked In The Successful Operation Of Killing Osama
Bin Laden. “Saying that the U.S. government ‘can learn from a successful operation like you can learn from a mistake,’ Sen.
Marco Rubio said it is time to revisit the issue of waterboarding -- an interrogation technique practiced during the George W.
Bush administration and since banned. Florida’s Republican senator, speaking by telephone Thursday, wasn’t endorsing the
technique, but he did say the success of the operation that killed Osama bin Laden provides a good opportunity to question
how the intelligence was derived that made it happen. ‘We need to find out how this information was gathered,’ Rubio said.
He was referring to whether waterboarding -- or simulated drowning -- and other ‘enhanced inter-rogation’ techniques used
during the Bush administration helped the CIA learn about the courier who led to bin Laden’s hide-out in Pakistan. ‘Again,
this is not for the purposes of saying we were right and you were wrong; it’s for understanding what works and what doesn’t,’
he said.” [The Tampa Tribune, 5/6/11]

Russia
Rubio Co-Sponsored The Sergei Magnitsky Rule Of Law Accountability Act Of 2011 A Bill That Would Impose
Sanctions On Russians Who Commit Human Rights Violations. “By Mr. CARDIN (for himself…Mr. Rubio…)… Mr.
CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise today to introduce the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability Act of 2011. Despite
occasional rhetoric from the Kremlin, the Russian leadership has failed to follow through with any meaningful action to stem
rampant corruption or bring the perpetrators of numerous and high-profile human rights abuses to justice. My legislation
simply says if you commit gross violations of human rights don’t expect to visit Disneyland, Aspen, or South Beach and
expect your accounts to be frozen if you bank with us. This may not seem like much, but in Russia the richer and more
powerful you get the more danger you are exposed to from others harboring designs on your fortune and future.” [Marco
Rubio CR Article 137, 5/19/11]

Neo-Conservatism
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Foreign Policy Was Wilsonian Not Conservative. According to the Jack Hunter, “Historically, liberals
have agreed with President Woodrow Wilson that it is America’s mission ‘to make the world safe for democracy.’ It was the
Republican Party led by Sen. Robert Taft in the mid-20th century that formed the conservative opposition to what was
considered Wilson’s utopian notion. Yes, President Ronald Reagan built up America’s defenses substantially during the Cold
War, but he was still extremely reluctant to use them. As George Mason University Professor Colin Dueck has noted, “The
United States did not embark on any large-scale or lasting military interventions under Reagan. He used force in a way that was
brief, small-scale, and popular domestically, and when these conditions did not obtain, he extricated the U.S. from the
possibility of protracted military entanglements.’ Unlike Reagan, Rubio eagerly encourages protracted military engagements.
Rubio’s foreign policy is quintessentially liberal. He believes the U.S. government should not only solve the world’s problems,
it has the moral imperative to do so. True conservatives deal with the world as it is, recognizing practical limits, while liberals
try to reshape the world as they would like to see it, at any cost. There is no question where Rubio falls. After all, he believes
that George W. Bush’s ‘muscular’ and ‘robust’ foreign policy was the same as Reagan’s more restrained one, and by doing so,
he does a disservice not only to Reagan, but offers a dishonest assessment of American conservatism.” [Charleston City Paper,
Jack Hunter, 5/2/12]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Foreign Policy Stance Was At Odds With The Most Of The GOP, Was An Internationalist.
According to Michael Gerson of the Washington Post, “Sen. Marco Rubio’s speech on foreign policy at the Brookings
Institution was not oversold. It deserved the designation “major” for its courage, skill and moral seriousness. The courage
came in criticizing a drift toward isolationism within the Republican Party. During the presidential primaries, Newt Gingrich’s
compassionate, sophisticated policy advice to the people of Afghanistan went as follows: ‘You’re going to have to figure out
how to live your own miserable life.” Ron Paul recommended a U.S. retreat from Europe, Asia and perhaps from the states of
the former Confederacy. Rubio, in contrast, formally associated himself with the foreign policy tradition of FDR, Truman,
JFK, Reagan and ‘both Bushes.’ This is not a ‘neocon’ conspiracy. It is a mainstream, bipartisan belief that America benefits
from the spread of liberal societies, markets and ideals. Rubio argued that a U.S. retreat from global engagement would be
catastrophic for America and for many other nations. He affirmed the need for multilateral solutions to global problems —

while contending that coalitions are effectively formed and led only by America. ‘No other nation,’ he said, ‘has the influence,
relationships or reputation for seeking lasting solutions to intractable problems that the United States has.’ Many of the points
Rubio made are obvious. But in a Republican Party that includes Gingrich and Paul, it is bracing and inspiring to hear foreign
policy sanity embraced in public.” [Washington Post, Michael Gerson, 4/26/12]
Rubio Rejected The Tea Party’s Isolationist Tendency. “Three Republican freshmen - Marco Rubio, Mark Kirk and
Kelly Ayotte - share the tea party’s goal of slashing domestic spending but have rejected the movement’s isolationist
inclinations and called for greater military action and tougher sanctions overseas in places such as Libya and Syria. The
senators have appeared on cable news programs, written op-eds and introduced bills pushing for more U.S. involvement
abroad, and they’re building their national security credentials by taking every chance to travel to conflict zones. It’s a route
that has helped build the careers of prominent senators like Republicans John McCain of Arizona and Lindsey Graham of
South Carolina and independent Joe Lieberman of Connecticut, who have long driven the foreign policy debate in
Washington. For the freshmen, taking the establishment path on foreign policy could help raise their profiles and even lay the
groundwork for a presidential bid, which many observers expect of Rubio in 2016.” [Politico, 5/9/11]
Rubio Cited Jesse Helms As His Foreign Policy Role Model. “Rubio, in an interview with National Review Online, says that
the late senator Jesse Helms, the firebrand conservative from North Carolina, is his model. ‘Politicians are not heroes,’ Rubio
says. ‘But if you look at Jesse Helms, he had a tremendous amount of influence in this place.’ Rubio respects how Helms
fought hard as chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, punching back at the princes of liberalism. Over five terms, he
notes, Helms became a leading hawk. Rubio is already becoming one. Foreign policy is Rubio’s calling. He relishes his spot on
the Foreign Relations Committee, where he has been tapped to be a ranking subcommittee member. His portfolio focuses on
the Western Hemisphere, building relationships with neighbors on trade and terrorism. His work from that post is piled about
the room. ‘There is no replacement for America in the world,’ Rubio says. ‘If America withdraws from the world stage, it will
create a vacuum, and that vacuum will not be filled by someone better than us.’” [The National Review, 4/20/11]

Senate Service
Rubio’s Senate Colleagues Believed that He Was Becoming A Key Foreign-Policy Player. According to the Mami
Herald, “The nation’s political chattering class focuses most heavily on Rubio as a vice-presidential shortlister, but his Senate
colleagues can’t help but talk about him becoming a key foreign-policy player as a member of the intelligence and foreignrelations committees. Lieberman and Kerry are Senate experts both in foreign policy and running in a presidential election.
Kerry was the Democrats’ presidential nominee in 2004; Lieberman the Democrats’ vice-presidential candidate in 2000 before
becoming an independent. Both say Rubio is able to handle the rigors of the national campaign trail and the Senate at the same
time. ‘I’ve been impressed by his thinking — doing the homework necessary to earn the credibility with respect to your
approach to things. I think that’s constructive,’ Kerry said. ‘A lot of the colleagues around here, obviously, are interested in
substance and interested in people who do the work and are not impressed by people who are prone to play the political end
of something and hold a press conference and not do the work,’ Kerry said. ‘They want to see someone buckle down and
learn the ropes. And I think he’s clearly been doing that in a very positive way.’” [Miami Herald, 6/3/12]
Rubio Was Named Ranking Member Of The Western Hemisphere Subcommittee. “U.S. Senator Marco Rubio, a
member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, today announced that he has been named Ranking Member of its
Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere, Peace Corps and Global Narcotics Affairs. “The United States’ economy and security
are inextricably linked to this hemisphere’s future,” said Rubio. “As the gateway to the Americas, Florida in particular benefits
enormously from robust commercial, cultural and family ties to Latin America.” [Rubio Press Release, 3/1/11]

GAMBLING
Seminole Gambling Deal
Rubio Characterized A Gambling Pact Between Crist And The Seminole Tribe As A “Backroom Secret.” “Cell
phones were buzzing around the state today as gambling watchers took a deeper look into the compact signed by Gov. Charlie
Crist and the Seminole Tribe on Monday. Marco Rubio called it a ‘a backroom secret, one-sided deal with the Seminole Tribe,
which is a worse deal than the original compact. It creates a loophole where they don’t pay anything for their Broward casino,
which is their most profitable one.’ Isadore Havenick, Vice-President of Southwest Florida Enterprises, the parent company
(OOTC:KIDSQ) of Flagler Dog Track and Naples-Ft. Myers Greyhound Track blasted the exception. ‘Allowing payments
from the three Broward Seminole Tribe facilities to cease the instant any of the Miami-Dade pari-mutuels operate slot
machines is patently absurd,’ he said. The focus of the debate was on pages 34-36 of the document and the paragraph which
says that if Florida law is changed to allowed Class III games in Miami Dade or Broward at a location ‘that is not presently
licensed for the play of such games at such locations and such games were not in play as of January 1, 2009’ the tribe reduces
its payments to the state from its Broward casinos.” [The Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 9/1/09]
The Florida Supreme Court Sided with Rubio That Crist Overstepped His Authority Over A Gaming Compact With
The Seminole Tribe. “The Florida Supreme Court has issued an opinion that Gov. Charlie Grist exceeded his authority by
entering into a gaming contract with the Seminole Tribe that allows the tribe to offer types of gaming that are illegal elsewhere
in the state. The July 3 majority ruling was issued barely two weeks after the Seminoles introduced baccarat blackjack and
other table games at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Hollywood, Fla. The decision struck down a gaming compact
signed in late November by Grist and the Seminoles that permits the tribe to operate card games, such as blackjack and
baccarat, which are otherwise prohibited by law in Florida.” [Indian Country Today, 7/23/08]
The Florida Supreme Court Sided With Rubio As Crist’s Gambling Compact With The Seminole Tribe Was
Unconstitutional. “The Florida Supreme Court on Thursday overturned an agreement Gov. Charlie Crist signed with the
Seminole Tribe to expand gambling at its casinos, saying the governor had no right to allow games that are illegal elsewhere in
the state. The November deal allowed the tribe to install Las Vegas-style slot machines and games such as blackjack and
baccarat at their seven casinos, including the Hard Rock Casinos in Hollywood and Tampa. But Crist overstepped his
authority, the court ruled. ‘The governor does not have authority to legalize in some parts of the state, or for some persons,
conduct that is otherwise illegal throughout the state,’ the opinion said. House Speaker Marco Rubio challenged Crist’s
authority to sign the agreement and asked the Supreme Court for an opinion. Senate President Ken Pruitt later joined the
challenge. ‘The court’s decision is a victory for our constitutional system of checks and balances,’ Rubio said. ‘I look forward
to an open and deliberative process that results in a new compact that doesn’t unnecessarily expand gambling in our state.’”
[The Associated Press, 7/3/08]
Rubio Sued Crist Over Seminole Tribe Gambling Deal. “The deal that Crist negotiated this year with the Seminole Tribe,
allowing it to offer Vegas-style slot machines and banked card games at its casinos, prompted House Speaker Rubio to file suit
in the Florida Supreme Court. Rubio argues that Crist overstepped his authority by brokering the arrangement without
legislative approval. It is the latest in a series of tussles between Crist and Rubio, who has carped on the governor publicly over
his environmental initiatives and property taxes. Democrat Geller said he agrees with Republican Rubio’s stance on the gaming
compact, adding that he thinks Crist should likewise seek legislative approval for any compact he reaches with Alabama and
Georgia over water rights. That aside, Geller sees a schism developing in the GOP over Crist, primarily because of his
cooperation with Democrats - in Florida and elsewhere - on everything from property taxes to climate change policies. Rubio
appears to embody the frustration of hard-core conservatives, and his pointed criticisms of Crist have led many to speculate
that he plans to run for governor. ‘At the very least, he is presenting himself as the next alternative to Charlie Crist,’ Paulson
said. But Rubio spokeswoman Jill Chamberlin downplayed any friction between the two men, saying Rubio thinks Crist is
doing ‘an excellent job.’” [Tampa Tribune, 12/30/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio And Crist Differed On Property Taxes, Seminole Gambling, And Carbon Emissions. “The rumblings
on the right have allowed House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, to position himself as the governor’s chief political
adversary and heir apparent to Bush’s conservative legacy. Rubio, 36, has feuded with Crist over property taxes and dismissed
the Jan. 29 vote as virtually useless; he is backing a more sweeping measure for next fall’s ballot. Rubio has sued Crist over the
deal with the Seminoles. And the two also are dueling over Crist’s plan to enact groundbreaking standards for the state to
combat global warming -- including major cuts in carbon emissions -- with Rubio emboldened by support from Florida

corporate leaders. Crist has called for utilities, manufacturers and home builders to become more energy-efficient and wants to
lower greenhouse-gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2025. That has alarmed businesses -- a Florida Chamber of Commerce
report said Crist’s proposals would sharply increase energy costs. ‘The governor has scared big business with what he wants to
do about global warming,” said Barney Bishop, president of Associated Industries of Florida. ‘He’s a populist appealing to the
people. But he must remember that a lot of businesses helped him get into office.’ Attitudes such as Bishop’s have fired
speculation that Rubio will challenge Crist in 2010 -- with support from social conservatives and big business. [John Kennedy
Orlando Sentinel, 12/30/07]
Rubio Supported Attorney General McCollum’s Federal Lawsuit To Delay Seminole Gambling. “Attorney General
Bill McCollum called the governor’s signing of a gambling pact with the Seminole Tribe of Florida ‘a very questionable act’
and asked a federal court to block the deal until a state court determines if it is valid. McCollum brought the suit in federal
district court in Washington against the U.S. Department of Interior, which has until Dec. 29 to rule on the Nov. 14 compact
signed by Gov. Charlie Crist and the tribe. McCollum, who opposes gambling, said Thursday he chose not to join the lawsuit
with Rubio, and when the Florida Supreme Court asked if there was any hurry in having the case heard, his office remained
silent. Rubio commended McCollum’s lawsuit Thursday, saying it ‘makes perfect sense,’ and he urged federal officials to ‘allow
our Supreme Court to first decide whether the governor can unilaterally bind Florida to an Indian gambling compact.”” [The
Miami Herald, 12/21/07]
Rubio Opposed Crist’s Initiatives On Seminole Gambling And Greenhouse Gases. “A CONTENTIOUS
RELATIONSHIP Previous bouts: Gov. Crist has gone over Speaker Rubio and House conservatives this year by forcing
through the Jan. 29 tax referendum and a deal to deepen the state’s property insurance risk if major hurricanes hit the state.
Ongoing scraps: Rubio has dealt a right hook to Crist’s plan to expand gambling at Seminole Indian casinos by suing the
governor. And Rubio and Crist are locked in a clinch over global warming, with the speaker warning of economic peril if the
governor’s mandated reductions in greenhouse gases occur. Future fights: Some tout Crist as ready for the national ring as a
vice presidential candidate. Rubio faces early forced retirement next year because of term limits, but may use the tax fight as a
round of warm-ups for a return to politics soon.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 12/20/07]
In Addition To Overstepping The Legislature, Rubio Believed That Crist’s “Expanded Gambling” To The
Seminoles Were Not Allowed Under State Law. “Gov. Charlie Crist fired back Monday at House Speaker Marco Rubio’s
attempt to throw out the gambling compact with the Seminole Tribe, arguing that the House’s decision to sue the governor is
misguided and ‘a bit premature.’ Crist was responding to a lawsuit that Rubio filed before the Florida Supreme Court on Nov.
16, asking the court to invalidate the 25-year agreement with the tribe because it expands gambling and therefore exceeds the
governor’s authority. At the heart of the dispute is how each side interprets the words ‘expanded gambling.’ Rubio argues that
Crist violated his constitutional powers because he agreed to give the tribe Class III card games in addition to slot machines,
an expansion of gambling beyond what state law allows. Rubio asserts that nothing in federal law says that the governor can
act alone in signing a gambling compact and that, while the state had an obligation to negotiate the pact in good faith, it should
have agreed to nothing more than slot machines. The Florida Senate and Gulfstream Racetrack in Hallandale Beach have filed
briefs in support of Rubio. The governor also attempted to chide lawmakers by noting that they could have settled the
question of whether the Legislature has a right to ratify the compact by passing legislation clarifying the matter last session.
Two bills died in Rubio’s House, even though they passed House and Senate committees. ‘Everybody has their own timing
about when they feel issues are ripe,’ Crist said of Rubio. ‘And I respect that he feels that it’s ripe for him now.’ [The Miami
Herald, 12/4/07]
Rubio’s Lawsuit Against Crist Was More Than Just About Gambling, It Had To Do With “The Future Control Of
The Party.” “Rubio is building a power base representing the conservative side, while Crist has angered some conservatives
by taking the party and the state on a more moderate, bipartisan path. The two have had either muted or open clashes over
other issues - property tax reform, property insurance reform, Crist’s climate change initiative and more. ‘In essence, it has to
do with the future control of the party, the soul of the Republican Party,’ said University of South Florida political scientist
Darryl Paulson, a Republican. Rubio, Paulson said, is ‘more in line with the conservative ideology that brought Republicans
into ascendancy in Florida, with Jeb Bush.’ Neither Rubio nor Crist agreed to be interviewed for this story. But it’s widely
thought that their differences go beyond state policy issues and into ambitions for the future. “Each of them has a political
agenda that goes beyond the position they hold now, and each of them is trying to garner support for the future,” said state
Sen. Jim King, R-Jacksonville, a legislative veteran. Rubio’s spokeswoman, Jill Chamberlin, said Rubio is asked frequently
about Crist and Bush. “He says he supports the governor and believes he does an excellent job, but it’s not his job as house
speaker to evaluate him - that’s up to the public,” she said. His [Crist’s] relationship with Rubio has been marked, on both
sides, by expressions of respect and admiration, veiling sharp disagreements. *After Crist announced a major state government
initiative and hosted a summit on climate change, Rubio wrote a newspaper column criticizing the likely costs, and held his

own forum focusing on costs. Still, he praised Crist’s initiative as “well-intentioned.” *Crist successfully opposed a favored
plan of Rubio’s to replace property taxes on homesteads with an increase in the sales tax. Now, Rubio is lukewarm in
supporting the ballot measure Crist is pushing, to go before voters Jan. 29, and has endorsed a different measure backed by a
group that has been critical of Crist. Last week, a conservative property tax reform group led by another loyal Bush staffer,
Brett Doster, endorsed the proposal Rubio backs. The gambling issue may be their sharpest division. [Tampa Tribune,
12/2/07]
Jac Wilder VerSteeg Op-Ed: Rubio Acted Like A “Puritan” During The Gambling For Seminoles Debate. In
allegorical story regarding the first Thanksgiving, Jac Wilder VerSteeg writes, “It had been a very hard year for the Florida
pilgrims. A cold, cold wind blew across the housing market. Insurance premiums lay heavy on the land. The sales-tax harvest
failed. The bounty the state had been expecting was replaced by shortage and want. Lawmakers huddled in Tallahassee among
the frozen budgets, wailing and wondering how to alleviate their plight. Their poor schoolchildren and the elderly in nursing
homes, they knew, would have to make do with less. Many of the lawmakers did not know what to do. Some, such as House
Speaker Marco Rubio, a Puritan on the subject of gambling, did not want to accept gifts offered by the friendly Seminole
Indians. But the state’s brave leader, Charlie Crist, was not afraid to take a stand(ish). The Indians would show Florida’s
pilgrims how to play all these games, and in return the state’s treasury would reap $100 million in the first year alone, $125
million the second year and at least $150 million each year thereafter for 25 years. As for the Seminoles, they would gather to
themselves billions and billions more. It is good, the Seminoles knew, to be The House. Some did. But others did not. Puritan
Marco Rubio said gambling was a bad thing for Florida pilgrims and that Gov. Crist had no right to accept the Indians’ help
unless the lawmakers agreed. Better for the state to starve, he said, than to grow fat on sin. Strangely enough, some of Puritan
Rubio’s staunchest allies were ‘sinners,’ too. But they were not from the Seminole Tribe. No, they were from the Racino
Tribe.” [Jac Wilder VerSteeg Palm Beach Post, 11/22/07]
In Response To The Gambling Lawsuit, Crist Said That Rubio Had “The Right To Do What He Wants To Do” “In
his first live remarks on the gambling lawsuit filed yesterday by House Speaker Marco Rubio, Gov. Charlie Crist tried to put
on his best face. ‘He has right to do what he wants to do. I have great respect, as you know, with the separation of powers. I
think it’s important and I look forward to the court making a decision,’ he said during a news conference. With that,
spokeswoman Erin Isaac shouted the familiar ‘last question.’ But a reporter asked if Crist had looked over the arguments in
Rubio’s challenge to the Seminole Indian gambling compact, now before the Florida Supreme Court. ‘Only some of it.’ Does
he make a good point about the legislative authority? ‘I respectfully disagree,’ Crist said, saying he entered the compact on
‘sound’ legal counsel. Crist was also asked if Rubio failed to show leadership (as his chief of staff, George LeMieux, said
yesterday): ‘I think he’s doing what he feels he has a right to do.’ [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 11/20/07]
Crist’s Chief Of Staff Said Of Rubio Concerning The Gambling Lawsuit, “Often Times, It’s Easier To Throw Rocks
than To Be A Leader.” “Gov. Charlie Crist issued a two-sentence statement, voicing disappointment with House Speaker
Marco Rubio’s decision to challenge the Seminole gambling compact -- and to ask the Supreme Court to decide whether
lawmakers should ratify it. Crist’s chief of staff, George LeMieux, wasn’t so restrained. ‘It’s easy to be a critic,’ LeMieux said
Monday, as he plopped a copy of Rubio’s court petition on his desk. ‘It’s disappointing because the governor is trying to show
leadership, and it’s not an easy situation ... We were put in a situation with the federal government where the governor felt like
he didn’t have a choice.’ LeMieux said Crist negotiated the best deal he could with the state, including a guarantee of at least
$100-million a year in revenue to the state. Whether Crist had a choice is vigorously debated. What is clear is that the gloves
now appear to have been pulled completely off in the long-simmering tensions between the two Republicans in the House
speaker’s office and the governor’s office. ‘Often times, it’s easier to throw rocks than to be a leader,’ LeMieux said.” [St.
Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 11/19/07]
Editorial: The Palm Beach Post, Op-Ed: The Orlando Sentinel, And Editorial: The Miami Herald All Supported
Crist’s Gambling Decision, Opposed Rubio’s Lawsuit. On the gambling law suit House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West
Miami, falls into the naive category. He thinks that the Legislature might be able to block the governor’s deal with the
Seminoles. The legal dispute is whether Gov. Crist has the authority to make the deal on his own. The governor says the
Legislature has the legal right to say how the state will spend the $100 million to $150 million Florida will receive from the
tribe every year. But he insists that legislators don’t have the authority to stop the expanded gambling on tribal lands. Gov.
Crist said he made the deal on behalf of Florida residents, ensuring that they get a cut of the profits to the tune of at least $100
million a year for 25 years. He said he felt compelled to make a deal because of pressure from the federal Interior Department
to meet a Nov. 15 deadline and because federal regulations that say the Tribe has to get something of value from the deal.
Neither reason, as we see it, justifies the compact.”Now maybe you’re thinking to yourself that this expanded-gambling thing
won’t really happen. Maybe you remember hearing other Republicans vowing to fight back -- Republicans such as House
Speaker Marco Rubio, who has described expanded gambling as ‘morally indefensible.’ After all, if Rubio’s Republican Party

was really so anti-gambling, they probably wouldn’t have taken more than $840,000 in donations from gaming interests, as we
reported last month. In fact, that money accounted for darn-near one out of every five dollars the Republican Party took in
between July and September. [The Palm Beach Post, 11/19/07; Scott Maxwell The Orlando Sentinel 11/18/07; The Miami
Herald, 11/18/07]

Other
Rubio Said That “Casinos Are Not The Solution To Everything” Yet Remain Undecided About Proposals For Mega
Casinos In Miami. According to the Miami Herald’s Naked Politics Blog, “Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, a Republican, has not
closely reviewed or made up his mind on proposals to bring mega casinos to Miami. But Rubio, in a Spanish-language radio
appearance Monday morning, cautioned that gaming is not a cure-all to a city’s economic problems. He noted that Las Vegas,
where he lived as a child, ‘is suffering enormously.’ ‘Casinos are not the solution to everything,’ he told WQBA-AM (1140)’s
Bernadette Pardo. ‘They bring their problems and have a negative impact on other industries.’ ‘As a resident of the county and
the state, I am going to educate myself on [the proposal] and have a stronger opinion in the future,’ he added. In his Florida
House tenure, Rubio publicly opposed expanding gaming in South Florida. But pro-gambling legislation also passed in the
chamber when he led it as Speaker.” [The Miami Herald, Naked Politics Blog, 11/8/11]
Rubio Reaffirmed His Position Of Opposition To Gambling As He Opposed A Proposed Casino In Miami; Wanted
To State Out Of Debate Because It Was A State Issue. According to The Miami Herald, “Sen. Marco Rubio, who once
sued Gov. Charlie Crist over a gambling compact, reaffirmed his opposition to gaming today, but signaled he would likely not
get involved in a campaign against the proposed Genting casino in Miami. ‘I have my hands full here,’ Rubio said. ‘I think
people in Florida maybe they’re interested in what my opinion is, once I’m more informed. But I think more importantly they
want me focused on what can the federal government to create an environment where more jobs are created.’ The Malaysian
gambling conglomerate Genting is proposing a 10-million-square foot development and casino at the current Miami Herald
site. ‘I understand people support it,” Rubio told the Buzz. ‘I understand that destination casinos are a different argument than
slot machines at a dog track.’ ‘I always warn people that gambling is not the solution to all of our problems,’ he said. “Nevada
is the gambling mecca of the United States and it has a higher unemployment rate, their housing market is upside down ... they
are hurting in Nevada.’ But don’t look for Rubio to lead the opposition. ‘I think we have a legislature and we have local
governments and we have voters in Florida who can decide that for themselves.’” [The Miami Herald, 10/18/11]
Rubio Joined With Leaders From the Christian Coalition And the Florida Baptist Convention To Condemn The
Expansion Of Gambling. “The hidden costs of expanded gambling in Florida include more compulsive gambling, increased
crime and a government addicted to revenue generated by people’s losses, a former House speaker and an economics
professor warned lawmakers Friday. Marco Rubio, former House speaker and U.S Senate candidate, joined leaders of the
Christian Coalition and the Florida Baptist Convention at a news conference to condemn legislators for considering allowing
more gambling in the state. ‘There is a real moral issue with asking government to expand its operations to be increasingly
dependent on an activity we should be discouraging, not encouraging,’ said Rubio, a Republican from Miami. He and former
state Rep. Dennis Baxley acknowledged the state’s difficulties trying to provide sufficient government services while facing a
$3 billion budget hole but warned that relying on gambling was a dangerous trade-off.” [The Miami Herald, 3/28/09]
Rubio Opposed A Video Lottery Bill. “The Florida Senate is scheduled to vote today on a bill that would allow all
parimutuels in the state to operate video slot machines, which supporters say would contribute millions of dollars to public
schools. But the proposal faces an uphill battle in the House where GOP leaders are refusing to back down from their
rejection of an expansion of gambling to bail out the state’s dismal finances. ‘We’re not going to pass a video lottery bill in the
Florida House,’ House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, said definitively on Wednesday. Legislative approval is pivotal
for a redevelopment plan in Palm Beach County.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/13/08]
Despite Rubio’s Anti-Gambling Platform, The Industry Donated $800,000 To The Florida Republican Party.
“Florida’s ailing gambling industry, betting on the Republican-led Legislature to come to the rescue, has anted up $800,000 to
the state party in the past three months, most of it at House-sponsored fundraisers. The generous contributions come at time
when the industry -- dog tracks, horse tracks and jai-alai frontons -- is losing attendance and profits, while the parimutuels in
Tampa and Broward County may soon face increased competition from Indian casinos. Nearly $600,000 of the GOP haul was
delivered to the party within one week in late July, the same time House Republicans held ‘Havana Nights’ fundraisers in Coral
Gables and Miami Beach. The events featured a yacht cruise, salsa lessons, dinner at the former Versace mansion and personal
concierges available 24/7. Since then, House Speaker Marco Rubio has come out strongly against a proposed gambling

compact being negotiated by Gov. Charlie Crist with the Seminole Tribe of Florida. The proposal would give the tribe Las
Vegas-style slots as well as table games, and the state would get a cut. Rubio’s argument -- that the tribe is entitled to nothing
more than slot machines -- echoes those made by the parimutuels, especially those in Broward, which say that granting table
games to the Seminole gives them an unfair advantage.” [The Miami Herald, 10/12/07]
Even Though Rubio Opposed Gambling, He Accepted Contributions From The Gambling Industry. “House
Speaker Marco Rubio has long opposed gambling, a stance that grew from spending six years of his childhood in Vegas. Last
week the Miami Republican amplified his objection in an op-ed piece that took a subtle shot at Crist on gambling. But a review
of Rubio’s recent campaign finance reports shows he has received money from the industry. During his 2006 re-election
campaign, Rubio took the maximum $500 contribution from, among others, Calder Race Course, New Hollywood Greyhound
Track, Palm Beach Kennel Club and Hazel Park Harness Raceway. And the committee he formed to attain the speakership,
Floridians for Conservative Leadership, got $2,500 from Calder Race Course in 2003. Buzz asked Rubio about the disconnect.
‘My contributors buy into my agenda - I don’t buy into theirs,’ he said by way of e-mail. ‘I have consistently opposed gaming
and they chose to contribute to my efforts nonetheless.’” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 7/27/07]
Rubio Voted for Lottery Patent Laws. On May 4, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that grants the Department of Lottery
(DOL) the authority to obtain patents. The bill requires the DOL to notify the Department of State in writing whenever it
secures a patent, just as it must when it secures a copyright or trademark. [CS/SB 1376 – Department of the Lottery/Patents
[EPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/13/07]
Rubio Voted Against Allowing Dominoes to be Played in Cardrooms. On May 2, 2007, Rubio voted against a bill that
would include dominoes in the list of authorized games permitted to be played at a cardroom. [SB 134 –
Cardrooms/Dominoes [EPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/10/07]
Rubio Voted Against Amending Allowable Hours of Operation for Cardrooms. On April 30, 2007, Rubio voted against
a bill that would allow for operation of cardrooms between the hours of 10 a.m. and 2 a.m. only on days when the facility is
authorized to accept wagers on pari-mutuel events. It changes the maximum bet from $2 to $10, authorizes a cardroom
operator to award giveaways, jackpots, and prizes to players. It also authorizes Texas Hold’em games without betting limits
under certain circumstances. It provides for poker tournaments under certain conditions. [CS/CS/CS/SB 752 – Cardrooms
[EPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/21/07]
Rubio Voted Against Allowing Instant Bingo at Authorized Locations. On April 30, 2007, Rubio voted against a bill that
provides for the playing of instant bingo at the currently authorized locations. It provides new definitions that describe the
tickets and the game and gives specifications for how the tickets must look, be manufactured, and the manner in which instant
bingo tickets are to be sold and or distributed in this state. [CS/CS/SB 500 – Instant Bingo [EPCC]; Florida Senate Staff
Analysis, 4/17/07]
Rubio Opposed A Video Lottery Terminal. “The House is pushing ahead with a video lottery terminal over the opposition
of House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, who repeated his opposition to any expansion of gaming. Rubio campaigned
with Bush to help defeat an earlier casino gambling referendum in Miami-Dade. Rubio is employed by the law firm of Broad
& Cassel, which has recently been retained to do limited legal work for Flagler Dog Track in Miami. A Rubio spokeswoman
said the attorney handling the Flagler account was recently hired by the firm and has a long history of representing the track.
Rubio said he was not aware that his firm was being retained by the track. The sponsor of the video lottery is one of Rubio’s
closest lieutenants, Rep. David Rivera, R-Miami, who defended it by noting that tribal casinos that offer similar video lottery
terminals are “unregulated and untaxed.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/1/07]
Rubio Opposed Gambling. “State House and Senate leaders struck a deal Wednesday to bring slot machines to Broward
County, resolving what voters called on them to do seven months ago. The proposal imposes a 50 percent tax rate on net
profits -- one of the highest in the nation -- and allows Gulfstream Park, Pompano Park Harness Track, Dania Jai-Alai and
Hollywood Greyhound Track each to set up 1,500 slot machines by May. The state Constitution requires that tax revenue
from slot machines -- estimated at more than $100 million in the first year -- be spent on improving education around the
state. ‘I met with the Senate president today, and we have an agreement that I think both chambers can support,’ said Rep.
Marco Rubio, a Miami Republican and the House’s key negotiator on the issue. But Rubio, who grew up in Las Vegas and
opposes gambling, said the deal might dissolve if too many changes are made when the plan comes before the House Fiscal
Council today. ‘You just never know what happens overnight,’ Rubio said.” [The Miami Herald, 12/8/05]

Rubio Voted Against the Sale of Instant Bingo Tickets. On April 22, 2004, Rubio voted against authorizing organizations
engaged in charitable, civic, community, benevolent, religious, or scholastic works to conduct “instant bingo” games.
According to the St. Petersburg Times, the bill would have “Allowed charities, churches and veterans’ organizations to sell
pull-tab or scratch-off instant bingo tickets if they already offer regular bingo. (This passed, but Gov. Bush vetoed.)” [St.
Petersburg Times, 5/2/04; HB 187 – Bingo; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 1/26/04]
Rubio Opposed Overhauling A House Race Track Due To Gambling Concerns. “It’s a long shot, but Gulfstream Park
would like to put together a $150 million package that would include an overhaul of the horse race track in Hallandale and also
build a thoroughbred track in Ocala. Gulfstream would spend $100 million in improvements and also spend $50 million to
open a track in Ocala, Gulfstream Chairman Douglas Donn said, but the plans all hinge on the Legislature changing
parimutuel laws to allow for more simulcast wagering. House Majority Leader Marco Rubio, a Coral Gables Republican, said
he wasn’t aware of the measure voted on Tuesday, but chuckled at the argument of proponents who claimed the bill would
help ‘grow’ the state’s equestrian industry. ‘I’m not sure how this will fare in the House,’ Rubio said. ‘It sounds like an
expansion [of gambling] and the House is traditionally against expansion. So is the governor. So that’s two hurdles. With only
two-and-a-half weeks in session, I don’t know if there’s time.’” [The Miami Herald, 4/14/04]
Rubio Voted for Larger Gambling Pools. On April 22, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that revises the conditions under which
card rooms may be operated at pari-mutuel wagering facilities in the state. Among those revisions, the bill replaces the $10 pot
limit with a $2 bet limit, with a maximum of three raises per round of betting. According to the Associated Press,
“thoroughbred tracks with poker rooms could raise the stakes to allow for bigger potential winnings under a measure that
passed the House 104-10 Tuesday. Currently, card rooms have a $10 per game pot limit. The bill replaces that limit with a $2
bet limit and a maximum of three raises per round. According to state regulators, the change means pot sizes would generally
be higher, although not all games would reach the limit. In some cases, the pot might reach $200, according to a staff analysis
of the bill. A higher potential for winning means greater incentive to play - meaning more tax money for the state.”
[Associated Press, 4/23/03; HB 1059 - Pari-mutuel Wagering; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/2/03]
Rubio Opposed Video Gambling. “The Florida Senate sweetened the video gambling pot Tuesday when a committee
passed legislation that would allow the state to borrow as much as $600 million for school construction next year. That loan,
guaranteed by future revenue from video gambling machines, is intended to counter criticism that installing the machines
would not provide new money during fiscal year 2003-04 as the state faces the tightest fiscal crunch in a decade. The lure of
easy money isn’t enough to sell the House on the proposal, said House Majority leader Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami. ‘I think
the objection in the House has always been the impact that video [gambling] and the expansion of gambling have on the state,’
Rubio said. ‘Nothing in this bill changes that.’ [The Miami Herald, 4/16/03]
Rubio Supported A Budget That Considered Forcing Bright Futures Scholarship Recipients To Pay For The Rising
Cost Of Tuition. “When state legislators met for a series of budget cuts in 2001, some called the Bright Futures Scholarship
program a ‘financial monster.’ Its growing costs were gobbling up significant portions of state education spending at a time
when programs for senior citizens and lower-income residents were being slashed. During the special session, caps on the
program were sought -- yet none was able to pass. Now, in a session when legislators are grappling with pricey class-size and
high-speed rail amendments, House members are proposing a plan that levels out spending on the lottery-funded program in
their overall state budget proposal. Under the plan, college students could be forced to pick up the rising cost of tuition. So
any additional costs for classes over this year’s would need to be paid out of students’ pocketbooks rather than just being
shuffled over to Bright Futures. The change could cost college students up to $ 120 for a full load of classes starting in August,
if tuition is raised 7.5 percent even for students with the highest scholarship level. At a meeting of top ranking House
Republican leaders yesterday, Majority Leader Marco Rubio of Miami said many of the differences are in the two budgets
because the Senate’s plan is just a scare tactic and a product of politicking. He said the Senate is attempting to maximize the
amount of pain to Floridians, so there will be a public push for possibly allowing expanded gambling. House leaders have shot
down any attempts at raising additional state monies through gambling. ‘The leaders of the Florida Senate have chosen to hold
the budget process hostage to slots and taxes,’ Rubio said. [Florida Times-Union, 3/25/03]

GLBT
Don’t Ask Don’t Tell
Rubio Opposed Allowing Gays And Lesbians To Openly Serve In The Military. “Gov. Charlie Crist’s U.S. Senate rivals
skewered him Friday for saying he’d now support repealing the policy that bars openly gay people from serving in the military
-- a reversal from what he told reporters on Monday. His Republican and Democratic rivals accused the newly independent
Senate candidate of flipping, with Republican Marco Rubio noting Crist’s stance ‘comes stunningly just three days after telling
Florida reporters he saw no need to change the policy.’ A spokesman for Rubio said the former state House speaker ‘supports
the current policy and doesn’t see any reason for it to change.’” [The Miami Herald, 5/29/10]

Marriage, Civil Unions
A USA Today Blogger Misinterpreted Rubio And Thought He Was Open To Marriage Equality. Accordign to the
Advocate, “The interview led USA Today blogger Cathy Lynn Grossman, in a Tuesday post, to call the Republican senator
‘open’ to consideration of equal marriage rights. Not so, says Rubio spokesman Alex Conant, who responded to Grossman
today. ‘Senator Rubio believes that the union of one man and one woman is the ideal setting to raise a strong family and why
our laws should recognize the institution of marriage as a union of one man and one woman,’ Conant said. ‘He recognizes that
children raised in other settings, such as those raised by single parents, can and do succeed as well. But the ideal setting to raise
children is by a married man and woman. To characterize his views on gay marriage as ‘open’ is not accurate.’” [Advocate,
6/20/12]


In An Evangelical Magazine, Rubio Reiterated His Opposition To Gay Marriage. “Sen. Marco Rubio, who may be
under consideration as Mitt Romney’s running mate (depending on the day and whom you ask), has reiterated his
opposition to marriage equality in an interview with evangelical magazine Christianity Today. Rubio, who represents
Florida in the U.S. Senate, told Christianity Today interviewer Sarah Pulliam Bailey, ‘In terms of the Bible’s interpretation
of marriage, what our faith teaches is pretty straightforward. There’s not much debate about that. The debate is about
what society should tolerate, and what society should allow our laws to be. I believe marriage is a unique and specific
institution that is the result of thousands of years of wisdom, which concluded that the ideal — not the only way but
certainly the ideal — situation to raise children to become productive and healthy humans is in a home with a father and
mother married to each other. Does that mean people who are not in that circumstance cannot be successful? Of course
not. It’s not a discriminatory thing. I’m not angry at anyone because of it, but I also have to be honest about what I
believe marriage should be in our laws.’” [Advocate, 6/20/12]

Rubio Said that Obama Was Using Gay Marriage As A Distraction From His Record. According to Newsmax, “Sen.
Marco Rubio said Tuesday that President Barack Obama is using gay marriage to distract from his own dismal record on the
economy. The Florida Republican, author of a new autobiography, ‘An American Son,’ told Newsmax TV that he doesn’t
think the marriage issue, which he called a personal one, will help Obama in the election… ‘I think it’s part of a broader effort
by the president to distract from his record on the economy. I think every week he tries to come up with something else he
can talk about that keeps the issue off of how the economy has done under the years of his presidency,’ Rubio told Newsmax
TV. ‘I understand why. The economy has only gotten worse since he’s won,’ he added.” [Newsmax, 5/15/12]
Rubio Said That The President Went Back To His Original Position On Gay Marriage In 1996 And That He
Wanted To Avoid Talking About The Economy. “‘Well that was his position back in 1996 and then he kind of came back
and told people something different because he wanted to get elected and now he’s – I guess they’ve decided it’s better to be
for it again. So he’s gone back to be for it.’ Rubio said before pivoting back to Obama’s record on the economy. ‘The truth is
that the number one issue facing our country is that there are millions of Americans that don’t have a job, that haven’t had a
job in a long time that are working twice as hard and making half as much and that these things have only gotten much worse
since President Obama was sworn in…and he doesn’t want to talk about that.’ he maintained.” [Philadelphia Conservative
Examiner, 5/11/12]
Rubio Said That Democrats Were Using Same-Sex Marriage Issue In Order To Create Division And Believes That
Marriage Is Between A Man And A Woman. “Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., said Thursday that the left is using the gay

marriage debate and other issues in an effort to divide the country and drive attention away from President Obama’s failings
on the economy. ‘They [Democrats] don’t want to have a debate on marriage or these ideas. What they are saying is if you
don’t agree with them you’re a bad person, and that’s usually their default position,’ Rubio said in an interview on Laura
Ingraham’s radio show. ‘For example, if you don’t agree with their ideas about immigration and immigration reform, you’re
anti-immigrant,’ he said. ‘If you don’t agree with their ideas of how the tax code should be structured, you’re anti-working,
you’re for the rich guys and you’re against the working class. So we have to work – we have to understand that’s what their
strategy is. ‘They can’t win a debate on the merits of these ideas,’ he added. ‘They can’t. They know that. So they don’t want to
be involved in a debate on the merits. ‘They immediately go to the, ‘Let’s label these folks as left undesirable,’ for the reasons
that you’ve outlined. So we have to be aware of it and we have to be able to point that out. And we also have truth on our
side. We also have facts and figures on our side, and we have to be able to make that compelling argument and not fall into
that trap of trying to prove that we’re not haters, that we’re not trying to overcompensate, either.’ Rubio said he believes in
keeping the institution of marriage as being between one man and one woman. He added that people should not be
demonized for holding that view. [ABC News, The Note, 5/10/12]
Rubio Supported The Florida Family Policy Council’s “Ignite Enduring Cultural Transformation” Campaign;
Campaign Sought To Stop Gay Marriage, Curtail Abortion Rights, And Ban Transgender Bathrooms. “Rubio in
particular has associated with anti-abortion groups since campaigning for his current seat in the U.S. Senate. Rubio appeared at
a policy awards dinner for the Florida Family Policy Council, and threw his support behind the group’s ‘Ignite an Enduring
Cultural Transformation’ campaign. ‘Ignite’ aims to raise large amounts of cash for ‘groups [that] intend to pass anti-gay
marriage amendments, curtail abortion rights and, in at least one case, ban ‘transgender bathrooms,’” The American
Independent reported.” [The Florida Independent, 8/16/11]

Transgender
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GOVERNMENT & ELECTION REFORM
Election Law
Op-Ed: Rubio Denied His Office Influenced The Florida Primary Date. Robert Stacy MccCain Of The American
Spectator wrote, “In an e-mail message to editors of The American Spectator, an aide to Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) writes:
The main story on the Spectator’s website right now about Rubio’s chief of staff is wrong. Cesar did not have anything to do
with the Florida primary date. I’m not sure who his ‘source’ is, but he didn’t check with our office before publishing the story if he had, we would have told him the truth, which is that our office had nothing to do with the primary date. This references
my column today, ‘Republican Campaign Armageddon,’ which in turn involves an item I posted yesterday on my personal
blog. Also today, Rubio denied the story to Florida conservative blogger Javier Manjarres: ‘Don’t you think if something like
that had happened, you would have heard something? 100% fiction, they just made it up out of thin air . . . Ok, BTW, if this
were true, it means you got scooped in you[r] own state!!!! Hahaha” As explained in a follow-up at my blog today, “Well, of
course he denies it,” which is why I didn’t bother calling yesterday to ask Rubio’s chief of staff Cesar Conda: ‘Is it true, as my
sources tell me, that you’ve been working behind the scenes to encourage Florida Republicans to violate RNC rules by moving
their primary to January, to help your buddy Mitt Romney win the GOP nomination?’ -- insert furious words here – ‘OK, so
I’ll take that as a denial.’” [Robert Stacy McCain, The American Spectator, 10/14/11]
Rubio Gave “Marginal Support” To A Paper Trail For Electronic Voting Machines. According to aides, Rubio had
marginal support for paper-trail at electronic voting machines. “With a goal of restoring public confidence in elections, state
Democrats, including House Minority Leader Dan Gelber, D-Miami Beach, and Sen. Jeremy Ring, D-Fort Lauderdale, expect
to lead the effort in Tallahassee for paper-trail legislation. But the concept has at least marginal support from top Republicans,
including Gov.-elect Charlie Crist and House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-Miami, according to their aides.” [Orlando Sentinel,
11/28/06]
Rubio Voted to Enable Direct Elections for School Board Chairpersons. On May 4, 2006, Rubio voted for a bill that
creates a procedure enabling school district voters to elect a school board chair in a general election. Before, district school
board chairs were selected by the district school board on an annual basis. [HB 1221 – District School Boards; Florida House
of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/31/06]
Rubio Voted to End Runoff Elections. On April 7, 2005, Rubio voted for the bill that eliminates the second primary
election and revises provisions to conform to its elimination. According to the Palm Beach Post, “For the past two election
cycles, politicians have won state primary elections without garnering 50 percent of the vote. Legislators suspended the
primary runoff, or second primary, for the 2002 and 2004 elections, and bills moving through the legislature would do away
with the second primary for good.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/24/05; HB 1673 - Second Primary Election; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/30/05]
Rubio Voted to Eliminate the Need for a Witness when Voters Sign Absentee Ballot. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted
for the bill that eliminates the requirement that an absentee ballot contain the signature and address of an attesting witness in
order for a voter to cast a valid absentee ballot. It also conforms related statutes by eliminating the attesting witness
requirement in those sections of the Florida Statutes. According to the Associated Press, “The state would eliminate the need
for a witness when voters sign an absentee ballot, but would require elections supervisors to validate those signatures under a
bill passed by the Senate Friday. Elections clerks would keep a signature of the absentee voter to compare with the ballot sent
in.” [Associated Press, 4/23/04; CS/SB 2566 - Absentee Ballots; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/8/04]
Rubio Voted to Make a Number of Changes to Florida Election Code. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill that
made a number of changes to the Florida Election Code since the 2000 Presidential Election. Many election provisions have
lost their usefulness or application following these changes. The bill makes a number of conforming, technical and clarifying
changes to the Code that have been recommended by the Division of Elections. [HB 1971 – Elections; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/21/04]
Rubio Voted for Implementing the Help America Vote Act of 2002 in Florida. On June 17, 2003, Rubio voted for
implementing the federal Help America Vote Act (HAVA) in Florida. HAVA, passed in response to election problems in
Florida in 2000, established election standards that must be followed by every state and provided funding to help implement
them. The standards allow voters an opportunity to check and correct ballot errors in private, access for the disabled, it

requires states to keep a computerized voter registration database, and states must provide provisional ballots to ensure no
individual is denied the opportunity to vote while his or her eligibility is under review. According to the Miami Herald, “The
governor’s signature on the measure, which is tied to changes that Florida must make to comply with the national Help
America Vote Act, is expected to release $83 million in federal money to pay for new election equipment and voter education.
Florida made dozens of election reforms after the 2000 presidential recount, but there’s still some work to be done, Sen. Anna
Cowin, R-Leesburg, said on the Senate floor Wednesday. ‘There are still provisions in the law that need to be met,’ said Cowin,
the Senate sponsor of the measure. Those provisions include a statewide voter database that will replace the individual
databases in each of Florida’s 67 counties. It will be based on information from the state driver’s license office, Social Security
information and the Florida Department of Law Enforcement database. Bush urged legislators to come to a compromise
during the special session so he could sign the bill and the state could access the federal money. The elections bill was one of
several issues that Bush authorized legislators to consider during the four-day special session.” [Miami Herald, 6/19/03; HB
29B - Elections; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 6/17/03]
Rubio Voted to Change Florida’s Election Schedule. On May 27, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that changes Florida’s
current election schedule so that there will be seven weeks between the first and second primary, and eight weeks between the
second primary and the general election. According to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, “In what seems to be a never-ending saga,
House and Senate Republicans have been deadlocked for months now on whether to change next year’s election schedule.
The current schedule calls for a September primary, a second primary or runoff election in October, and the general election
in November. Elections supervisors remain very much opposed to this schedule, saying it gives them little time to prepare a
final ballot for the new touch-screen and computerized voting machines they are now using. They also say the tight schedule
makes it difficult to get overseas absentee ballots mailed and returned by Election Day.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 6/2/03;
HB 79A - Elections; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 5/14/03]
Rubio Voted to Implement the Help America Vote Act (HAVA). On March 27, 2003, Rubio voted to implement the
federal Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA), which was enacted on October 29, 2002. HAVA establishes election
standards that must be followed by every state, while also authorizing federal funds to help states meet those standards.
HAVA’s federal funding is designed to improve election administration, replace antiquated voting equipment to include
providing access to disabled voters and improve other aspects of the election process. HAVA is, in part, a response to the
circumstances surrounding the 2000 U.S. Presidential election and the subsequent problems experienced in two of Florida’s
largest counties during the September 2002 primary election. Florida expects to receive about $83 million dollars this fiscal
year from HAVA disbursements, the bulk of which must be used to bring the State into compliance with the new substantive
federal requirements and for future election administration projects. [HB 7A - Elections; Florida House of Representatives
Staff Analysis, 5/15/03]
Rubio Voted for Mandating Constitutional Amendments That Appear On The Ballot Include Financial Impact
Reports. On May 13, 2002, Rubio voted for the bill that requires the Revenue Estimating Conference to develop a short
statement (30 words or less) for inclusion on the general election ballot, identifying the fiscal impact of each proposed citizen
initiative seeking to amend the Florida Constitution that the Florida Supreme Court approves. According to the Ledger, the
bill would “require citizen initiatives to carry price tag before they are put on a ballot …require state constitutional
amendments that are placed on the ballot by gathering voter signatures to undergo a financial analysis by state economists and
analysts. The members of the state Revenue Estimating Conference, who are appointed by the governor and Legislature,
would put a financial statement on each ballot initiative of less than 50 words. It would either be a specific cost, a range of
costs or a statement that the cost could not be determined.” [Ledger, 5/9/02; HB 65 - Constitutional Amendments; Florida
Senate Staff Analysis, 5/6/02]
Rubio Voted for a Comprehensive Election Reform Bill. On April 25, 2001, Rubio voted for a bill that would overhaul
the Florida election code. The bill would define the terms “error in vote tabulation” and “provisional ballot”. It would
empower the Elections Canvassing Commission to exclusively hear and resolve election protests. The bill would also extend
the deadline for certifying a federal election to 5 p.m. on the 11th day after a general election. Finally, it would mandate an
automatic machine recount by each county canvassing board, create provisional ballots and eliminate the second primary. The
bill would double contribution limits from $500 to $1000 per election. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “Gov. Jeb Bush
returned to the land of hanging chads Wednesday for ceremonial signings of a new elections bill designed to take Florida off
the Saturday night comedy shows and make it a model for the nation. ‘It is a day to celebrate,’ Bush said as he, Lt. Gov. Frank
Brogan and Secretary of State Katherine Harris joined Palm Beach Supervisor of Elections Theresa LePore and legislative
leaders. They gathered at the county’s emergency operations center - the place where butterfly ballots and controversial
recounts occurred during the election dispute that resulted in George W. Bush winning the presidency. ‘While some of us were
held hostage in Tallahassee for 36 days, some of you were here,’ Bush noted. ‘I hope when this bill is signed, this building can

be used for its original purpose - to take care of natural disasters.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/10/01; H1925 – Relating to
Elections; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/22/01]
In The Wake Of The 2000 Election, Rubio Was Appointed To Florida’s Election Task Force. “An elections task force
hopes eliminating punch-card voting in Florida will restore faith in the system, but the panel is considering other ideas such as
improved voter education, letting ex-felons vote and posting a ‘voter’s bill of rights’ at precincts. Gov. Jeb Bush formed the
21-member group to advise the Legislature on how to improve a flawed system that delayed the presidential results for five
weeks, eroding confidence in the system. Rubio is one of four legislators on the task force, three of whom are from South
Florida. In a signal of what’s to come, the group is tiptoeing around the bottom-line question of who should pay for costly
new equipment - the state, counties or a combination of the two.” [The Miami Herald, 1/10/01]
Rubio Voted for Election Laws Relating to 2000 Race. On December 12, 2000, Rubio voted for the bill that provides for
the manner of appointing electors for President and Vice President of the United States; provides for the appointment of such
electors; and provides for the filling of vacancies of such electors. This concurrent resolution is based upon a finding of the
Florida Legislature that the election for electors for President and Vice President of the United States of America held on
November 7, 2000, may have ultimately failed to make a choice of such electors on the day prescribed by law because of the
contests and controversies that have arisen concerning the election, and because
the United States Congress may decide that those contests and controversies either were not finally determined by December
12, 2000, or that the determination was not made pursuant to preexisting election law, or was not in compliance with specific
provisions of the United States Constitution. According to the Miami Herald, “House Concurrent Resolution 1-A, which said
the Legislature ‘wishes to fulfill its constitutional obligation to ensure that Florida’s 6 million voters are not disenfranchised
and that its 25 electoral votes will be counted by Congress.’” [Miami Herald, 12/13/00; HCR 1-A - Electors/Appointments;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 12/10/00]
Rubio Voted for Longer Ballot Summaries. On May 3, 2000, Rubio voted for the bill that changes the requirements for
ballot summaries for constitutional amendments proposed by the Legislature. Currently, the law requires that the substance of
the amendment be an explanatory statement of the chief purpose of the measure, not exceeding 75 words in length. The bill
provides an exception to the ballot summary requirements for constitutional amendments proposed by the Legislature by joint
resolution. According to the Associated Press, “Existing law limits ballot language to 75 words. The bill would lift that
restriction for amendments proposed by the Legislature but not for citizen initiatives. Elections supervisors are worried the bill
would make ballots excessively long.” [Associated Press, 5/3/00; SB 2104 - Relating to Elections/ Ballot Statement and Title;
Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/20/00]

CAMPAIGN FINANCE
Rubio Voted to Repeal Public Financing Program for Statewide Candidates. On April 2, 2008, Rubio voted for a joint
resolution that would repeal Florida’s public financing program for statewide candidates. According to the Miami Herald
political blog, Naked Politics, “the Florida House has overwhelmingly voted to place an amendment on the 2008 ballot that
would ask voters to repeal the state’s public campaign finance laws. The House voted 82-34 in favor of the amendment. ’Let’s
end this welfare for politicians,” said Rep. Alan Hays, a Umatilla Republican who said he was shocked to find that the state
spent millions in 2006 to help statewide candidates for office. The vote by the House is a stinging rebuke to Gov. Charlie
Crist, who not only utilized the public finance law but has said he is in favor of keeping it. Former Gov. Jeb Bush, by contrast,
refused to use public money and regularly derided the program.” [HJR 281 – Repeal of Public Campaign Financing
Requirement; Naked Politics, 4/2/08]
Rubio Voted to Complete Repeal of Public Campaign Financing. On April 2, 2008, Rubio voted for a bill that makes the
necessary statutory deletions to complete a repeal of the Florida Election Campaign Financing Act. HB 277 deletes references
to the Election Campaign Financing Trust Fund, which expired, effective November 4, 1996, and corrects cross-references &
conforms other provisions of law throughout the Florida Election Code. The bill is effective upon approval of a constitutional
amendment contained in HJR 281 which authorizes, or removes impediment to, enactment by the Legislature of the
provisions of this bill. HJR 281, if enacted by the Legislature, will appear on the ballot at the November 2008 general election.
Proposed constitutional amendments require approval by 60 percent of the electors voting in the election. [HB 277 – Public
Campaign Financing; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/25/08]

Rubio Voted in Favor of Watered Down Campaign Finance Reform. On May 5, 2006, Rubio voted in favor of a
campaign finance reform bill that set new disclosure requirements for soft money and barred money received less than five
days prior to an election from being spent on advertising. The original bill would have set contribution limits of $500 but this
provision did not make it into the final version. According to the Palm Beach Post, “The bills moving through the legislature
this session would have placed a $500 cap on donations to political organizations, including so-called 527 groups, if candidates
control or create the groups, solicit contributions for them or if the groups pay for expenses such as travel for candidates. But
the Senate on Friday yanked out the cap on the contributions. […] The legislation’s chief provisions: Stricter reporting and
disclosure is required for ‘electioneering communication organizations.’ Lawmakers associated with the organizations would
have to disclose that to the Department of State. Names and addresses of contributors must be listed by the organizations.
Political groups that contribute to ECOs would have to register as an ECO. Money received less than five days before an
election could not be spent on advertising for that election.” [Palm Beach Post, 5/6/06; CS/CS/SB 716 – Campaign Finance;
Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/26/06; Florida House of Representatives Message Summary, 5/5/06]
Rubio Voted to Raise State Campaign Contribution Limits for Publicly Financed Campaigns. On May 5, 2005, Rubio
voted in raise state campaign contribution limits for publicly financed campaigns. According to the Associate Press, the bill
“would increase campaign spending caps by millions of dollars for politicians in statewide races passed the House on Thursday
after some strong objections by Democrats,” according to the Associated Press. [HB 1589 – Elections; Associated Press,
5/5/05]
Rubio Voted to Allow Incumbents to Rollover Election Funds. On May 2, 2006, Rubio voted for a bill that “would let
incumbent lawmakers keep their campaign money if they run for reelection unopposed. HB 1037, sponsored by Rep. David
Rivera, R-Miami, would allow incumbent candidates to keep up to $50,000 per election in which no one runs against them.
Until now, those candidates could only return the money to contributors or donate it to their party or to charity. The bill
would also prohibit such House members from accepting more campaign funds for one year after the election qualifying date
and Senate members for two years,” according to the Florida Times-Union of Jacksonville. [HB 1037 – Campaign Financing;
Florida Times-Union, 5/3/06]
Rubio Voted to Tighten Restrictions on In-Kind Campaign Contributions. On December 8, 2005, Rubio voted for a bill
that tightens rules by which an in-kind contribution to a state or county political party is accepted. Only a party’s chairperson
or chairperson’s designee may accept an in-kind contribution to a state or county political party. The bill requires the donor of
an in-kind contribution to provide a signed and dated written notice to the state or county party’s chairperson or the
chairperson’s designee or designees prior to making the contribution. [SB 8B – Elections/In-kind Contributions; Florida
Senate Staff Analysis, 12/5/05]
Rubio Opposed Business Who Have State Contracts Should Disclose Their Campaign Contributions. “House and
Senate Democratic leaders said Wednesday that privatization contracts should carry a disclosure statement of campaign
contributions to elected officials and political parties. House Minority Leader Doug Wiles, D-St. Augustine, said privatization
of state services “has become a form of government waste in itself.” He said companies ‘pay to play’ in state government by
making contributions to the Florida Republican Party or the Bush campaign. He said, for instance, Aramark Corp. gave
$42,000 to the GOP last year and Bush opted to privatize food services in the state prisons. Wiles said Aramark has been cited
by the state for serving spoiled meats and shortchanging services, and was fined $110,000 in its first year of operations. House
Majority Leader Marco Rubio, R-Miami, scoffed at the accusations. He distributed a 19-page list of people, companies, unions,
law firms and other interests that gave $10,000 or more to the Democrats in the past campaign. Rubio said he sees no need to
make companies disclose their campaign contributions when bidding on state contracts. He said the information is available in
public records of the Division of Elections. ‘If there are companies cheating the state of Florida, we should weed them out,’ he
said. ‘But big companies give money to both political parties and this is nothing new.’ With Republicans controlling both
chambers of the Legislature, as well as the executive branch of state government, there is little the House and Senate
Democrats can do beyond offering floor amendments and speaking out about GOP spending policies. The 60-day legislative
session starts March 4.” [Bradenton Herald, 2/20/03]
Rubio Supported A Campaign Finance Bill That Put A Cap On Matching Money. “Republicans tacked a campaign
finance measure onto a key piece of the Legislature’s election reform package Thursday, costing Democratic support for the
effort to heal open wounds from the presidential election. The amendment, by Rep. Dudley Goodlette, would put a cap on the
amount of matching money available to statewide candidates and could have an impact on the next governor’s race.
Democrats charged it was a direct shot aimed at handicapping their ability to compete. The House Procedural Council voted
nearly along party lines for a bill containing several election reform measures that were sought after November’s razor-close
presidential election left Democrats complaining that Republican George W. Bush stole the race. The new language would cap

the amount of matching public money available for all candidates at $6 million. It would also prevent any candidate who takes
money from political action committees or unions from getting matching money, and says that any contributions from out-ofstate donors won’t be matched. ‘It stacks the deck for Jeb Bush,’ said House Minority Leader Lois Frankel, D-West Palm
Beach. Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, defended the decision to include the campaign finance item on the election reform bill,
noting that if a doctor goes into a patient looking for one thing but finds something else ‘he doesn’t just sew them back up.’
‘We opened up the topic of elections and we found other things wrong,’ Rubio said.” [Associated Press, 4/19/01]
Rubio Voted to Require Political Committees Paying for Ads to Register and List Expenditures. On March 8, 2001,
Rubio voted for the bill that requires additional information for registration of political committees. It also requires additional
information for certification of committees of continuous existence, revises reporting periods & requirements, requires
electronic filing under certain circumstances and requires certain organizations that sponsor campaign-related advertisements
to register under certain circumstances. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, “The bill requires committees paying for ads
either for or against candidates to register and list expenditures. Democrats were turned aside in their attempts to make the
same rules apply to political parties.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 3/8/01; HB 273 - Election Code/ Reporting Problems; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 2/2/01]

Government Reform
Rubio Voted for the Florida Government Accountability Act. On May 4, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that would require a
joint Legislative Sunset Commission, an ongoing sunset review cycle, and empowers the commission to propose legislation
and exercise powers vested in standing committees. [HB 7177 – Florida Government Accountability Act; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/17/07]
Rubio Voted to Ban Charges to Municipalities as a Condition for Allowing Citizens to Self-Govern. On April 24,
2007, Rubio voted for the bill that would provide that any municipality formed since January 1, 2000, and any municipality
formed on or after the effective date of the bill may not pay any charge, assessment, tax, fee or other consideration as a
condition for allowing the citizens of an area to incorporate and self-govern. The bill provides statutory standards for forming
Florida municipalities. [ HB 7167 – Municipal Incorporation; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/16/07]
Rubio Voted for Banning Local Governing Bodies From Raising Taxes by Simple Majority Vote; 3/5th Now
Required. On April 18, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill stating that any governing board of a county, municipality, school
board, or special district may not take the following actions unless the action is first approved by at least a 3/5 vote, or a
majority plus one, whichever is greater, of the governing board’s membership: levy a new tax, special assessment, non-ad
valorem assessment or impact fee; increase the rate of an existing tax, special assessment, non-ad valorem assessment, or
impact fee; expand a tax base or a geographic area subject to a tax, special assessment, non-ad valorem assessment, or impact
fee; or eliminate an exemption from a tax, special assessment, non-ad valorem assessment, or impact fee. According to the AP,
“governing bodies of cities, counties, school boards and special districts could no longer increase tax rates or add new ones
except for property taxes by a simple majority vote, under a bill approved by the House Policy and Budget Council. The
measure would require at least a three-fifths vote or a majority plus one, whichever is greater, to increase or add taxes,
assessments or impact fees. The three-fifths requirement also would apply to local referendums to increase or add such a levy
and, in the case of cities, to annex new areas.” [Associated Press, 4/6/07; CS/HB 1483 – Local Government Revenue
Sources; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/5/07]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Guidelines for Privatization of Government Contracts. On May 5, 2006, Rubio voted in favor
of a bill restricting the privatization of government contracts and establishing conditions for doing so. According to the
Tallahassee Democrat, “The bill requires agencies to develop a strong ‘business case’ justifying any privatization projects,
demonstrating that services will be cheaper and better than having government employees doing the work. For contracts more
than $1 million, one person representing the state must be a certified negotiator and for those more than $10 million, one
negotiator must be a certified project management professional - to give the state the kind of expertise big corporations can
bring to the bargaining table. The Council on Efficient Government will also review business cases and contracts in major
outsourcing initiatives, to make sure the state is getting a good deal.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 5/7/06; CS/CS/SB 2518 –
Contractual Services/State Agency; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/4/06]
Rubio Voted to Require State Agencies to Justify Their Existence or Be Abolished. On May 5, 2006, Rubio voted for a
bill that “sets out a schedule for when state agencies would cease to exist unless legislators decide to keep them, beginning

with advisory committees to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and the Department of Agriculture next
year and continuing to include various agencies through 2015. The bill sets out various measures of accountability each agency
must meet in order to remain in existence,” according to the Associated Press. [HB 1123 – Government Accountability;
Associated Press State & Local Wire, 5/5/06]
Rubio Voted to Negate Decision by Lawmakers to Ask Voters to Increase Term Limits. On May 5, 2006, Rubio voted
for a joint resolution that rescinds & withdraws House Joint Resolution 1177, which proposes a constitutional amendment to
be voted at the 2006 general election extending term limits from 8 to 12 years for state legislators and Cabinet members whose
continuous term in office commences in November 2006 or later. According to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, the resolutions
“would negate last year’s decision by lawmakers to ask voters this November to increase the term limits to 12 years.” [Sarasota
Herald-Tribune, 4/5/06; SJR 2788 - Constitutional Officers; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/29/06]
Rubio Voted for Lowering Conflict of Interest Protections for Enterprise Florida, Inc’s Board. On May 4, 2005, Rubio
voted for a bill that would change the voting requirements when Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) enters into a contract with an
entity represented on the board. It would change the current supermajority of all board members requirement to a
supermajority of a quorum present and only require a supermajority on contracts in excess of $100,000. The bill would remove
the requirement that the vice chairperson be an appointee and redefine a quorum from being based on the presence of
governmental appointees to the presence all voting board members. It would extend the term for serving on the board for
representatives from the private sector to 3 years. It also removes the requirement for EFI to participate in the promotion of
the solar power industry in the state. [CS/SB 1154 – Enterprise Florida, Inc.; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/19/05]
Rubio Voted to Ban Gifts from Lobbyists. On December 8, 2005, Rubio voted for a bill that bans gifts from lobbyists.
According to the Associated Press, “[l]obbyists can no longer pay for food, booze or any other gifts for Florida lawmakers and
other state and local officials under a bill passed Thursday by the Legislature. […] The gift ban would cover all elected officials
and virtually anyone employed in state government, including appointed public service commissioners, who regulate utilities.”
[SB 6B – Lobbying; Associated Press, 12/8/05]
Rubio Voted to Increase Votes Required to Pass Constitutional Amendment. On April 26, 2005, Rubio voted for the
house joint resolution that changes the voting threshold necessary for the adoption of a constitutional amendment or revision
to the Florida Constitution. According to the Associated Press, the resolution “would require at least a 60 percent vote to
approve future amendments - up from a simple majority - whether they reached the ballot through citizen initiative or
legislative action.” [Associated Press, 4/26/05; HJR 1723 – Requiring Broader Public Support for Constitutional Amendment
or Revisions; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/20/05]
Rubio Voted for Adoption of the 2003 Florida Statutes. On March 11, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill drafted by the Division
of Statutory Revision of the Office of Legislative Services to adopt the Florida Statutes 2003 and designate the portions
thereof that are to constitute the official statutory law of the state. The adoption act amends ss. 11.2421, 11.2422, 11.2424, and
11.2425, Florida Statutes, and provides a 1-year window for finding errors and making changes before statutory material
becomes the best evidence of the law. [HB 1017 – Florida Statutes; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/5/03]
Rubio Voted for Change of Succession of Governor. On April 22, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that provides for the
filling of a vacancy in the office of Lieutenant Governor for the remainder of a term unless a vacancy in the office of
Governor occurs after the appointment and more than 28 months before the end of the term. According to the Tallahassee
Democrat, “the attorney general would become second in the line of succession to the governor under a bill approved by the
Senate Governmental Oversight and Productivity. The bill is intended to revise statutes applying to the governor and Cabinet
in light of a constitutional amendment that eliminated three Cabinet positions. Currently, the secretary of state would become
governor if the governor and lieutenant governor could not serve, but the secretary of state is no longer an elected Cabinet
officer. The bill provides that the attorney general would follow the lieutenant governor and be followed by the chief financial
officer and agriculture commissioner.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 3/12/03; HB 1051 - Succession to the Office of Governor;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/16/03]

GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION
Rubio Voted in Favor of Putting the Department of Insurance Under the Control of the Chief Financial Officer. On
May 1, 2000, Rubio voted in favor of enacting Constitutional Revision 8, which called for the elimination of the offices of

Treasurer and Comptroller and the creation of a cabinet post of Chief Financial Officer, in a way that would put the
Department of Insurance and Financial Services under control of the Governor and the CFO. All powers, duties, functions,
rules, personnel, property and unexpended balances that relate to the constitutional duties of the Treasurer and the
Comptroller would be transferred to the Office of Chief Financial Officer effective January 7, 2003. Effective January 7, 2003,
the statutory duties of the Comptroller and the Treasurer would be transferred to the new Department of Insurance and
Financial Services, a statutorily-created agency, which would be headed by the Governor and Cabinet who would appoint an
Executive Director to serve as chief administrator. [HB 0739 - Relating to Governmental Reorganization; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 1/27/00]

Term Limits
Rubio Supported The Florida Legislature’s Term Limits. “there are also plenty of voices clamoring to keep term limits.
One such voice: House Speaker Marco Rubio, who said the Legislature isn’t intended as a long-term career stop. ‘Whether it’s
eight years or 10 or 12, what’s not debatable is that term limits are good,’ Rubio said. ‘I don’t buy this concept that you can’t
be a good legislator in only eight years. I don’t believe it’s rocket science and I don’t believe it’s too complex. You know your
philosophy, and you’ve got a staff to help you with the nuts and bolts of it. Our system was not designed for people to serve in
perpetuity.’” [Florida Times-Union, 7/16/07]
Rubio Voted to Advance a Ballot Initiative to Extend Term Limits for Legislators. On March 31, 2005, Rubio voted to
place a constitutional amendment on the November 2006 general election ballot that would extend term limits for legislators
from 8 years to 12 years. According to the Lakeland Ledger, “The 12-year limit also wouldn’t apply to current lawmakers in
most cases, unless they run for another legislative office. For instance, a House member winning election to the Senate in 2006
would be under the new 12-year limit.” [Lakeland Ledger, 4/15/05; HJR 1177 – Term Limits; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/23/05]

Voter Access
Rubio Voted in Favor of Early Voting Restrictions. On May 6, 2005, Rubio voted in favor of a bill modifying the Florida
election code to achieve statewide uniformity and to conform with federal laws. This included establishing statewide
restrictions on early voting. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, “Florida needed to tweak its landmark 2001 Election
Reform Act to comply with changes to federal laws enacted later. In particular, the state needed to create a statewide voter
registration database by January 2006. Lawmakers also wanted to clear up new problems exposed during the 2004 election.
The bill […] also gives the appointed secretary of state more power over elected county supervisors of elections, tacks on new
requirements for polling places, changes the voter registration application process, consolidates the candidate petition process,
expands ‘no-solicitation zones’ at polls and limits early voting to eight hours on weekdays as well as weekends.” [Tallahassee
Democrat, 5/8/05; HB 1567 – Elections; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/20/05]

Congressional Districts
Rubio Voted in Favor of Redistricting Favorable to Republicans. On March 22, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of
redistricting favorable to Republicans. According to the Miami Herald, “National Republican strategists searching for new
GOP-friendly districts to protect a narrow majority in the U.S. House of Representatives were pleased that the Legislature
drew at least three such new seats. And a new legislative district map could give the governor even greater power to avoid veto
overrides, and further marginalize Democrat.” According to the Orlando Sentinel, the redistricting, “Adds two new districts
because of population growth, bringing the total to 25 statewide. Redraws district lines for 120 House seats and 40 state Senate
seats to reflect population shifts.” [Miami Herald, 3/24/02; HB 1993 - Relating to Congressional Districts; Orlando Sentinel,
3/24/02]

Bureaucracy

FEDERAL
Rubio Voted To Eliminate High-Ranking White House Policy Advisors. On June 23, 2011, Rubio voted for an
amendment introduced by Sen. Vitter(R-La.) that would defund some White House positions that are not subject to Senate
confirmation and are often call “czars,” and would require Senate confirmation for similar posts. “Czars” as a term for highranking White House advisers dates back to the FDR era or even before, but it took on a negative connotation with
conservatives after Obama appointed several to oversee major policy programs early in his term. Vitter’s effort is the latest in a
series of GOP attacks against White House czars, including a rider that made it into the fiscal 2011 spending bill to strip the
salaries of four top White House advisers on health care, climate change, autos and manufacturing, and urban affairs. The
White House has said that legislative efforts that significantly impede on the president’s ability to exercise his supervisory
authority or to obtain the views of an appropriate senior advisor violates the separation of powers by undermining the
president’s ability to exercise his constitutional responsibilities. [Roll Call 95, S 679, 06/23/2011; Politico, 6/22/11]

FLORIDA
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Bill That Would Abolish Ever State Agency On an Eight-Year Cycle. “Despite warnings that
state employees will live in “a culture of fear,” Florida legislators sent Gov. Jeb Bush a bill Friday intended to abolish every
state agency on an eight-year cycle. ‘This bill has not been filed to privatize agencies,’ said Rep. Ray Sansom, R-Destin, the
main sponsor of the measure. ‘This is to bring accountability to government.’ Reps. Curtis Richardson and Loranne Ausley, DTallahassee, said there’s nothing stopping the Legislature from creating, reorganizing or abolishing agencies now. But Sansom
and two other designated speakers of the House were among co-sponsors of the “governmental accountability act,” making it
unstoppable. The bill was co-sponsored by Reps. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, who will become speaker in November, and Dean
Cannon, R-Winter Park, who is in line to be speaker in four years. Sansom is expected to succeed Rubio as speaker in 2008.
The bill also requires the House and Senate to consult the sunset-advisory council before considering legislation creating any
new agencies and allows earlier review of an agency if the House or Senate wants to reorganize or do away with it.”
[Tallahassee Democrat, 5/6/06]

Ethics
FEDERAL
Rubio Voted for STOCK Act, Ban on Congressional Insider Trading. On February 2, 2012, Rubio voted for passage of
the bill that would clarify that members of Congress and their aides are covered by current Securities and Exchange
Commission regulations that bar the use of non-public information for trading stocks and bonds. According to the New York
Times, “The Senate passed a sweeping new ethics bill on Thursday that would ban insider trading by members of Congress
and require prompt disclosure of stock transactions by lawmakers and by thousands of officials in the executive branch of
government. The 96-to-3 vote followed three days of impassioned debate in which senators tried to outdo one another in
proclaiming their support for ethics in government. […] The bill would prohibit members of Congress from trading stocks
and other securities on the basis of confidential information they receive as lawmakers. It says explicitly that they are not
exempt from the federal law and regulations that ban such insider trading. Moreover, the bill requires members of Congress to
disclose the purchase or sale of stocks, bonds, commodities futures and other securities within 30 days of transactions. The
information would be posted on the Web. A similar disclosure requirement would apply to many federal employees in the
executive branch, including the White House, cabinet departments and independent agencies.” [Roll Call 14, S 2038,
02/02/2012; New York Times, 2/2/12]
Rubio Voted to Further Extend Ban on Insider Trading to Executive Branch Employees. On February 2, 2012, Rubio
voted for a Shelby, R-Ala., amendment that would extend reporting provisions of the substitute to executive branch
employees in addition to lawmakers. It would prohibit executive branch appointees or staff from holding positions giving
them oversight, rule-making, loan or grant-making abilities over industries or companies in which they or their spouse have a
significant financial interest. According to Congressional Quarterly Today, “The Senate adopted an amendment to the bill by
Joseph I. Lieberman, I-Conn., that requires disclosure by executive branch officials who undergo Senate confirmation, as well
as some other senior officials -- a total of about 2,000 people. But confusion remains because the Senate also adopted a
broader amendment by Richard C. Shelby, R-Ala., that Lieberman said would cover more than 300,000 executive branch

workers.” The underlying legislation would clarify that members of Congress and their aides are covered by current Securities
and Exchange Commission regulations that bar the use of non-public information for trading stocks and bonds. [Roll Call 7, S
2038, 02/02/2012; Congressional Quarterly Today, 2/3/12]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Prohibition Of Earmarks Amendment To The STOCK Act. “The Senator from Pennsylvania
[Mr. Toomey], for himself… Mr. Rubio… proposes an amendment numbered 1472 to amendment No. 1470. Mr. TOOMEY.
Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that reading of the amendment be dispensed with. The PRESIDING OFFICER.
Without objection, it is so ordered. The amendment is as follows: (Purpose: To prohibit earmarks)” Marco Rubio CR Article
126, 1/31/12]

FLORIDA
When Rubio Was Speaker, A Package Of Ethics Reform Never Made It To The Floor In 2007. “Talking about ethics
reform in Florida government is one thing, but actually doing it is another. It’s up to the Legislature to change ethics law. But
when it comes to tightening rules and toughening punishment, legislators seem completely dis-interested. Norm Ostrau,
director of the new Public Ethics Academy at Florida Atlantic University, told me some of his frustrations the other day at the
academy’s opening. Ostrau, a former Broward legislator who served as chairman of the Florida Ethics Commission in 2007,
said there are a few simple changes the commission wants, such as the ability to initiate investigations on its own. Current law
says the agency must wait until someone files a formal complaint. He’d also like to see conflict-of-interest provisions
broadened so that politicians with conflicts can’t vote, lobby or advocate for matters that could benefit them or close relatives.
But Ostrau said a package of proposed changes never made it to the House floor in 2007, and he just heard from the current
ethics commission director that the package can’t find a legislative sponsor for the upcoming session. ‘I wanted to ask Marco
(Rubio) how come it never made it to the House floor,’ Ostrau said. Rubio, the House speaker while Ostrau served as ethics
commission chairman, took part in a panel discussion at the FAU academy’s opening the other day. But he left before Ostrau
could engage him. Some localities (like Broward County and Hollywood) have enacted tougher ethics rules and restrictions,
but they’re pretty toothless without changes to state law. Unless legislators act, punishment and enforcement will remain light.
Given their history, I’m not holding my breath. [Sun-Sentinel, 2/6/09]
A Rubio Lobbying Reform Bill That Intended To Stop Lobbyists From Paying For Legislators Food/Drink Created
A Loophole That Allowed Them To Contribute To The State Republican Party Which Would Pick Up The Tab For
“Wining And Dining” When lawmakers passed a law forcing lobbyists to disclose their fees, they included a clause that
forbids lobbyists from buying so much as a cup of coffee for legislators. The day the bill came to a vote, incoming House
Speaker Marco Rubio and Speaker-to-be Ray Sansom praised the section designed to stop the wining and dining. So much for
the message. When they passed the bill, lawmakers chose not to close a gaping loophole. The result: Although they cannot
accept a cup of coffee, dozens of lawmakers and their families were treated to four nights at a luxury Panhandle resort courtesy of a select group of lobbyists. The lobbyists were hit up to contribute to the Republican Party, which officially picked
up the tab. (That’s the loophole.) [St. Petersburg Times, 2/25/07]
Rubio Opposed Business Who Have State Contracts Should Disclose Their Campaign Contributions. “House and
Senate Democratic leaders said Wednesday that privatization contracts should carry a disclosure statement of campaign
contributions to elected officials and political parties. House Minority Leader Doug Wiles, D-St. Augustine, said privatization
of state services ‘has become a form of government waste in itself.’ He said companies ‘pay to play’ in state government by
making contributions to the Florida Republican Party or the Bush campaign. He said, for instance, Aramark Corp. gave
$42,000 to the GOP last year and Bush opted to privatize food services in the state prisons. Wiles said Aramark has been cited
by the state for serving spoiled meats and shortchanging services, and was fined $110,000 in its first year of operations. House
Majority Leader Marco Rubio, R-Miami, scoffed at the accusations. He dis-tributed a 19-page list of people, companies,
unions, law firms and other interests that gave $10,000 or more to the Democrats in the past campaign. Rubio said he sees no
need to make companies disclose their campaign contributions when bidding on state contracts. He said the information is
available in public records of the Division of Elections. ‘If there are companies cheating the state of Florida, we should weed
them out,’ he said. ‘But big companies give money to both political parties and this is nothing new.’ With Republicans
controlling both chambers of the Legislature, as well as the executive branch of state government, there is little the House and
Senate Democrats can do beyond offering floor amendments and speaking out about GOP spending policies. The 60-day
legislative session starts March 4.’ [Bradenton Herald, 2/20/03]

FAST AND FURIOUS
Rubio Supported The House Republican Effort To Hold Eric Holder In Contempt Of Congress. “Florida Republican
Sen. Marco Rubio said Wednesday that he supports House Republican efforts to hold Attorney General Eric Holder in
contempt of Congress over his failure to comply with the congressional investigation into Operation Fast and Furious.
‘Congress… has a legitimate constitutional right to have oversight over the attorney general and the Justice Department,’
Rubio said in a weekly video series in which he responds to constituent mail from Floridians. ‘That’s one of the legitimate
roles of the House, is to have oversight to basically hold accountable the decisions made by these agencies.’ ‘Congress
requested records,’ Rubio continued. ‘They said, ‘Let us see your records, your emails, your decision making memos. Let us
look at these things, so we can make sure when you knew these things and how far along did you know it, and what you did to
stop it.’ And the attorney general has refused to provide those documents. They’ve even offered him to show those
documents in a private setting, so that the most sensitive ones don’t become public and don’t undermine the Justice
Department’s ability to do their work. But again, the attorney general has refused.’” [Daily Caller, 6/27/12]
Rubio Called On Eric Holder To Resign Over His Handling Of “Fast And Furious.” “Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) on
Thursday joined a growing chorus of Republican lawmakers calling on Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr. to resign for
withholding information from Congress regarding the Justice Department’s handling of Operation ‘Fast and Furious.’ Asked
by reporters whether Holder should go, Rubio said, ‘Yes, I do at this point I do. I think we’ve now reached the point of no
return on this issue.’ ‘I think they’ve been given multiple opportunities to answer very legitimate questions that the Congress
has,’ Rubio said at a breakfast hosted by the Christian Science Monitor. ‘We know for a fact that something they told the
Congress was not true. And now, I think it’s very legitimate for the Congress to inquire as to why we were told something that
wasn’t true. And they refuse to provide materials to prove that.’” [Washington Post, 6/21/12]

Legislature
Rubio Opposed Longer Term Limits For Florida Legislators. “Tired of seeing politicians make a career of public service,
Florida voters decided a decade ago that eight is enough. Now the Florida Senate thinks 12 is better. House Majority Leader
Marco Rubio, R-Coral Gables, who is 31 years old and was elected to the House in 2000, says he opposes longer terms for
legislators. ‘I think one of the great things about term limits is there are questions being asked in the Florida House that
haven’t been asked for 20 years,’ Rubio said. ‘People in the Florida House don’t care that’s the way it’s always been done. They
want to know why you’re doing it that way, that it’s wrong and they’re going to ask you to change it. I think that’s refreshing.
There’s a place for that in politics.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 4/24/03]

State Employees
Rubio Supported A House Budget That Would Increase Tuition At Florida Universities By 12%, Fired Hundreds Of
State Employees, Allowed The Full House To Vote On A Measure TO Allow Voters To Vote On A Year 2000
Mandate For High-Speed Rail, and Cut The Truth Antismoking Program. “A fall-off in sales tax revenues exacerbated
by a war-dampened tourism industry has led to a bleak House proposal: University students would pay up to 12 percent more
next year in tuition. Bright Futures scholarships will remain but won’t cover any tuition increase. Hundreds of state employees
will lose their jobs, including Friday’s cuts of 74 communications staff members with other state agencies. The House
Appropriations Committee made the cuts, even as the House speaker’s office added 13 communications employees this year.
Democrats said they would offer amendments next week trimming the staffs of Gov. Jeb Bush and House Speaker Johnnie
Byrd, R-Plant City. The committee also agreed to let the full House vote on a bill that would make voters reconsider their
2000 vote mandating a high-speed rail system. Other cuts in the House proposal hit the Legislature’s watchdog oversight
agency, the Truth antismoking campaign and the circulating collection of the state library. About $600 million set aside for,
among other things, a low-income home-buyers assistance program and road-building, was reallocated by the House to pay for
day-to-day needs. House Majority Leader Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, compared the $52 billion budget blueprint to ‘a root
canal. You don’t want one. But you need one.’” [Tamp Tribune, 3/29/03]

Transparency and Accountability
Op-Ed: Rubio Believed That Tallahassee Needed Transformation. “‘Right now there are only three ways something
happens up here,’ Rubio says. ‘One: Something horrible happens. Jessica Lunsford. Multiple hurricanes. Two: Some
newspaper writes a four-part series. Or three, you hire a lobbyist. As a result, there’s a disconnect between what we do and
what’s really relevant in people’s lives,’ he continues. ‘People don’t care about a dispute between optometrists and
ophthalmologists, or the concrete and asphalt industries. What they care about is that their son is 15 and they don’t know if
he’s going to go to college. We don’t need reform here, we need transformation.’ Vintage Rubio. Listen to everybody’s
concerns, but focus instead on a common vision that cannot be disputed.” [Ralph De La Cruz Sun-Sentinel, 4/30/06]
Rubio Voted for the Citizens Right to Honest Government Act. On April 30, 2003, Rubio voted for the “Citizens Right
to Honest Government Act,” which would provide criminal penalties for official misconduct, misuse of official position,
disclosure or use of confidential criminal justice information and tampering with the bid process. According to the Miami
Herald, the bill “would create tougher penalties for corrupt officials […]. Gov. Jeb Bush has pushed similar bills each year
since taking office, but the Legislature has not passed any. This year’s bill would increase the penalty for bribery from up to
five years in prison to up to 15 years and make it a felony for public officials to falsify public documents, tamper with bids,
obstruct a criminal investigation or to criminally misuse their offices.” [Miami Herald, 4/29/03; HB 847 – Violations of
Citizens Right to Honest Government; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/26/03]
Rubio Voted for Eliminating a Trust Fund that Helps Make Government More Transparent. On April 28, 2003,
Rubio voted for eliminating the Public Access Data System Trust Fund, which was created to buy technology systems to
provide greater public accessibility to records of the Department of State. The bill would also eliminate the Corporations Trust
Fund, which provided funding for the Public Access Data System Trust Fund among other programs through revenue
collected from corporate filing fees, and the Turnpike Controlled Access Trust Fund, whose projects had been completed. The
bill would also eliminate funding for the arts. According to the Associated Press State & Local Wire, “The House passed a bill
that would eliminate money for the arts and sent it back to the Senate. The bill (CS/SB 934) passed 62-51 despite arguments
by many House members that it would hurt cultural programs. ‘We shouldn’t be stealing from our trust funds. We should
have to make up our deficits not on the backs of our culture and our history, but according to our priorities,’ said Rep. Susan
Bucher, D-Lantana. The measure eliminates the corporate trust fund in the Department of State and takes out the money out
of the fund designed for cultural affairs.” [Associated Press State & Local Wire, 4/28/03; CS/SB 934 – Trust Funds/Dept. of
State & DOT; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/27/03]

PUBLIC RECORDS REQUESTS
Rubio’s Office Did Not Adhere To Public Records Requests For House Member Committee Request Forms.
“Rubio’s office would not release other legislators’ request forms. Although they are public record, Rubio’s office did not
provide the records despite several requests over the past few weeks. But in interviews, local legislators said they are largely
sticking to their areas of past expertise. Rep. Stan Jordan hopes to continue leading the House Military & Veterans Affairs
Committee, for example, while Rep. Don Davis wants to stay focused on transportation and infrastructure issues and Rep.
Audrey Gibson is angling to stay on the House Juvenile Justice Committee.” [Florida Times-Union, 12/1/06]
Rubio Voted to Exempt Internal Investigations from Public Records Requests. On March 23, 2004, Rubio voted for a
“sweeping proposal to make secret many investigations of government agencies, including alleged abuses at the Department of
Children & Family Services,” according to the Orlando Sentinel. This bill creates a public records exemption for audit and
investigative workpapers and reports of the inspector general until the audit or investigation is complete and the report
becomes final, less any confidential and exempt information. [Orlando Sentinel, 3/24/04; HB 1691 – Public Records
Exemptions; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/15/04]

Redistricting
Rubio Voted for Apportioning Florida House Districts. On October 21, 2003, Rubio voted for the apportionment of
Districts 76, 101, and 112 of the Florida House. [HJR 25E - Apportionment]

Rubio Was Described As The “Full Package” When He Arrived To The Florida House; Speaker Byrd Got To Know
Rubio Over The Redistricting Process. “Marco Rubio arrived here in 2000, winning the Republican nomination for a state
House seat by a 64-vote margin, and at 28, looking more like a fresh-faced legislative page than a member of the august
chamber. Now, just three years later, the Miami native is the Republican Party’s majority leader in the House, part of the inner
circle, and arguably the most high-profile House member behind Speaker Johnnie Byrd. It’s a meteoric rise fueled in part by
term limits but also by what observers say is Rubio’s political prowess and a seemingly endless supply of energy. ‘Early on, I
knew he was the full package,’ said former state Republican Party chairman Al Cardenas, who met Rubio when the younger
man, then a University of Miami Law School student, was serving as Miami-Dade County political director for Bob Dole’s
1996 presidential campaign. In the House, Rubio burst rapidly into leadership, landing a position as majority whip, where he
marshalled support for the Republican line on the House floor. Last year, as House members tackled the politically explosive
task of redrawing legislative and congressional boundaries from Pensacola to Key West, Rubio injected himself into the mapmaking, helping to chart the political purposes behind every line drawn. Poring over maps in strategy sessions fueled by soft
drinks, he got to know Byrd, then the redistricting chairman and incoming House Speaker. When Byrd took control of the
office, he tapped Rubio as his majority leader, ‘the partisan mouthpiece,’ as Byrd calls it, responsible for developing the GOP
message and keeping lawmakers on point.’” [The Miami Herald, 3/9/03]
Op-Ed: As A Leading Member Of The House Redistricting Team, Rubio Ensured Cuban-Americans Would Gain
Clout At The Expense Of Other Hispanic Groups. “Although Cuban-Americans account for fewer than a third of
Florida’s Hispanics, they will likely continue their virtual monopoly on Hispanic political power in Congress and the state
legislature under new district maps drawn this year. All three of the congressional seats, all three of the state Senate seats and
all of the 11 state House seats designed as majority-Hispanic districts will most likely go to Cubans who, as Republicans,
controlled the map-making process in both legislative chambers. In any event, Cuban-Americans’ domination of Hispanic
politics has nothing to do with bias and everything to do with the dynamics of immigrant communities, Rubio said.
‘Somebody comes over here from Colombia, they can’t register to vote the next day,’ he said. What’s more, other Hispanic
groups neither live closely together nor vote as a cohesive bloc - conditions that must be met for minority groups to get their
own legislative districts, said Rubio and lawyers defending the legislative plans in court.” [S.V. Date Palm Beach Post,
4/30/02]
Rubio Dismissed Charges that Democratic Districts Were Butchered During The Redistricting Process. “MiamiDade County will have one less state representative fighting for its needs in the state capital after the November election, but
Republicans will almost certainly have more clout. The new political boundaries recently approved by the Republican-majority
Florida Legislature give the GOP a strong chance of taking two South Miami-Dade seats from the Democrats. And House
District 105, a seat now held by Democrats, has been moved from North Miami Beach to Broward County. Rep. Marco
Rubio, R-Coral Gables, who helped craft the new boundaries, dismisses charges that the Republicans butchered Democratic
districts. ‘I can argue my district was divided four ways,” said Rubio, who lost parts of Allapattah and Flagami but picked up
portions of Hialeah, Coral Gables and South Miami in his District 111. ‘If you compare the existing map, it’s very, very similar’
to the old one, he said.” [The Miami Herald, 3/31/02]

Regulatory Process
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To HR 2354, An Energy And Water Development And Related Agencies
Appropriations Act That Stated Funds From The Act Could Not Be Used For The Implementation Of Regulation
Under The Proposed Rulemaking Published In The Federal Register On January 7, 2011. This amendment would not
allow funds to implement certain regulations. According to the Congressional Record, “Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr.
CORNYN, and Mrs. HUTCHISON) submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 2354, making
appropriations for energy and water development and related agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: At the appropriate place, insert the following: SEC. lll. No
funds made available under this Act may be used for the implementation, enforcement, administration, or finalization of
regulations based on or under the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking published in the Federal Register on January 7, 2011 (76
Fed. Reg. 1105; REG-146097-09), and corrected on January 18, 2011 (76 Fed. Reg. 2852), by the Internal Revenue Service of
the Department of the Treasury.” [CR S7573, 11/15/11]
Rubio Cosponsored A Bill To Prevent The FDA From Regulating The Cigar Industry. “Florida Sens. Bill Nelson and
Marco Rubio, a Democrat and Republican respectively, introduced Senate bill 1461, otherwise known as the “Traditional Cigar
Manufacturing & Small Business Jobs Preservation Act.” The legislation aims to remove the FDA’s jurisdiction over the

premium cigar industry by amending the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. In 2009, President Obama granted the FDA
full regulatory control of tobacco products, such as cigarettes, roll-your-own tobacco and smokeless tobacco when he signed
the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act into law. Cigars, however, were not included in most of the Family
Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act’s restrictions. They still are not. But the lingering fear among those in the cigar
industry is that such limits could one day be imposed on cigars. Industry observers point to the example in Canada, specifically
Ontario, as an example of what the future could hold.” [Cigar Aficionado, 8/11/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored Ran Paul’s The Regulations From The Executive In Need Of Scrutiny Act of 2011 (REINS
Act), Which Promoted Better Drafted and Detailed Legislation, An Improved Regulatory Process, and More
Accountability By The Legislative Branch. “Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) joined other Republican senators in co-sponsoring
the REINS Act (S 3826) introduced by Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.). Rubio issued a statement that said The Regulations from the
Executive in Need of Scrutiny Act of 2011 aims at better drafted and detailed legislation, an improved regulatory process and
more accountability by the Legislative Branch. Although most Americans are clueless about the impact of regulatory fees on
businesses and individuals, those fees can be hefty. Regulatory taxes and fees are a backdoor means of levying taxes without
congressional approval. The REINS Act would require that Congress must affirmatively approve every new major rule
proposed by the Executive Branch before it can be enforced on the American people. The government defines a major rule as
any rule that may result in an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, or a major increase in costs or prices for
consumers or significant adverse effects on the economy.” [The US Report, 2/9/11]
Rubio Said He Believed That Limit Government Must Work “Effectively.” “Bad weather grounded Marco Rubio’s
campaign plane Thursday, but it didn’t stop the Republican U.S. Senate candidate from hearing bad economic news from
Panhandle residents frustrated about the Gulf oil spill. ‘I believe in limited government, but the limited government we have
has to function effectively,’ Rubio said. ‘Our government is broken.’ Rubio remains a supporter of offshore drilling, but that
did not come up in either town hall meeting. Neither did his independent Senate rival, Gov. Charlie Crist, though Rubio
complimented the more aggressive state response by Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal, a fellow Republican.” [The Miami Herald,
7/2/10]

Other
Rubio Voted for Florida’s Official Song. On May 1, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that names “Where the Sawgrass Meets
the Sky” as the official song of the state of Florida. [SB 1558 – Official State Anthem and Official State Song; Florida Senate
Staff Analysis, 4/2/08]

HEALTH CARE
Access to Health Services
Rubio Voted for Expanding Health Flex Plan Eligibility. On May 18, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that expands Florida’s
health flex plan eligibility from 200% to 250% of the federal poverty level, which is $20,650 for a family of four. The bill
allows health flex plans access to the employee group market and allows licensed health care entities; local governments and
health care districts, to offer health flex plans. The bill would also create a small business health insurance plan grant program.
[CS/CS/HB 1401 – Access to Health Care; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/5/07]
Rubio Voted to Allow More Pharmacists to Give Flu Shots. On April 27, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that creates the
Commission on the Study of Biotech Competitiveness within the Governor’s Office of Tourism, Trade & Economic
Development. The bill authorizes Florida-licensed pharmacists to administer influenza virus immunizations to adults within
the framework of an established protocol under a supervisory Florida-licensed medical or osteopathic physician, or by written
agreement with a county health department. According to the Palm Beach Post, “Pharmacists with the proper certification
could give flu shots to adults, [...[ The bill is intended to increase the public’s access to the flu shot.” [Palm Beach Post,
5/1/07; CS/HB 543 – Immunization Services; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/16/07]
Rubio Voted for Improving Healthcare for Minorities and Underserved Populations. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted
for a bill that would monitor and report on the status of the Florida Healthy People 2010 Program. The federal Healthy
People 2010 Program’s goals are to help all individuals increase life expectancy and to eliminate health disparities among
different segments of the population. This bill would require the Department of Health (DOH) to report to the state
Legislature, by December 31 of each year, on the status of disparities in health among minorities and nonminorities, using
health indicators that are identified in the federal program. [CS/CS/SB 1178 – Florida Healthy People 2010 Program; Florida
Senate Staff Analysis, 4/20/04]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Renewing County Surtax Which Aids Medically Poor. On April 25, 2003, Rubio voted in favor
of reenacting the authority of non-consolidated counties with a total population of at least 800,000 to impose and collect an
indigent care and trauma center sales surtax of up to one half percent. The authority to collect the surtax will otherwise sunset
on October 1, 2005. The proceeds of the surtax are used to fund health care services for the medically poor. The counties
eligible to levy the surtax are: Broward; Hillsborough; Orange; Palm Beach; and Pinellas Counties. Presently Hillsborough is
the only county levying the surtax. The bill also imposes the requirement of a biennial audit of the county’s indigent care trust
fund. [HB 457 – Indigent Care and Trauma Center Discretionary Sales Surtax; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 4/9/03]

Medical Facilities & Practitioners
Rubio Voted to Make It Easier for Retired and Out-of-State Dentists to Be Licensed. On May 2, 2008, Rubio voted in
favor of a bill creating examination requirements, an application process, license renewal requirements, and license revocation
requirements for a community-service dental license. The bill requires the Board of Dentistry to grant a community-service
dental license to practice dentistry in health access settings if an applicant meets certain educational and practice standards,
files appropriate application, and pays appropriate fees. The bill provides an individual with a health access dental license the
ability to take the Florida dental license examination if these conditions are met. According to the St. Petersburg Times, the bill
“makes it easier for retired or out-of-state dentists to be licensed in Florida so they can treat more Medicaid patients.” [St.
Petersburg Times, 5/3/08; SB 2760 – Dentistry [SPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/2/08]
Rubio Voted for Preventing Cuban Trained Physicians from being Licensed. On April 18, 2008, Rubio voted for a bill
that would prevent the licensing of a physician who traveled to Cuba for medical training or to receive a degree. Exiles who
received training or a degree before coming to America would be exempt. According to the Bradenton Herald, “The measure
is aimed at students who accept scholarships from the Cuban government to attend the Latin American School of Medical
Sciences in Havana. About 150 American students are currently enrolled in the school and would be prevented from getting
medical licenses in Florida if they were to move here. There aren’t currently any graduates of the school licensed to practice in

Florida, however, that the bill would affect.” [Bradenton Herald, 4/20/08; CS/HB 685 – Practice of Medicine; Florida House
of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/11/08]
Rubio Voted for Closing Tuberculosis Specialty Hospital. On April 10, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that removes
references to A.G. Holley state hospital in legislative findings and intent, and deletes language that authorizes the department
to use funds, such as gifts or grants, to support the construction or maintenance of Department of Health facilities. According
to the Associated Press, “A final remnant of an era when tuberculosis patients filled sanatoriums around the country appears
about to end with passage of a bill in the House that would close Florida’s only TB-specialty hospital. The A.G. Holley
Hospital in Lantana would close under a bill that passed in the House Thursday. The money for the hospital also would be
deleted from the budget under consideration in the House, freeing up $2.2 million on Jan. 1, 2009. The measure to close the
hospital passed over the objection of some who said it was being done without a comprehensive plan for how to treat people
with the worst cases of contagious tuberculosis. Supporters of closing the hospital argue that most major hospitals around the
state can deal with TB patients and note the Palm Beach County hospital treated fewer than 100 patients last year.”
[Associated Press, 4/10/08; HB 5093 – Tuberculosis Control;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/4/08]
Rubio Missed Vote on Whether to Remove the Requirement that Hospices in Florida be Not-for-Profit. On April 26,
2006, Rubio missed a vote on a bill that amends the definition of “hospice” to remove the requirement that hospices be
organized as not-for-profit corporations, and directs the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability to
submit a report by January 1, 2010 analyzing the impact of for profit hospices on the delivery of care to terminally ill patients
in the state. [HB 1417 – Hospices]
Rubio Voted to Eliminate Issuance of Wall Certificates to Licensed Health Practitioners. On May 6, 2005, Rubio
voted for eliminating the requirement that the Department of Health issue wall certificates to licensed practitioners, some
licensure boards can still issue wall certificates at the expense of the licensee. It allows candidates who score no less than 10%
below the minimum score to pass a required exam to challenge it in a hearing. The bill creates a retired license status and
imposes requirements on those who have not practiced for five years or more. It also defines the scope of practice for certified
nursing assistants and provides rule making authority to the Board of Nursing to refine that. Currently, by statute, all new
health care licensees must be issued a decorative wall certificate not less than 8” x 14” in addition to a wallet license and
display license. For boards currently or projected to be in deficit, this further increases the deficit. [CS/SB 410 – Health
Department; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/29/05]
Rubio Voted for Allowing Counties under 800,000 People to Impose an Indigent Care Surtax. On May 3, 2005, Rubio
voted for a bill that would allow counties to impose a voter-approved indigent care surtax. The bill would allow counties with
a population of less than 800,000 to impose the Voter-Approved Indigent Care Surtax up to the rate of 0.5 percent, except
that if a publicly supported medical school is located in the county, the rate shall not exceed 1 percent. In addition, the bill
authorizes counties with a population of fewer than 50,000 residents to levy an indigent care surtax of up to 1 percent, rather
than 0.5 percent as authorized in current law, pursuant to an ordinance conditioned to take effect only upon approval by a
majority vote of the electors of the county voting in a referendum. The bill expands the purposes for which the tax may be
used in counties with fewer than 50,000 residents to include issuing bonds to finance, plan, construct, or reconstruct a public
or not-for-profit hospital in the county and any land acquisition, land improvement, design, or engineering costs related to
such hospital, if the governing body determines that a hospital in existence at the time of the issuance of the bonds would,
more likely than not, otherwise cease to operate. The bill requires the clerk of the circuit court, as the ex officio custodian of
the funds of the authorizing county, to disburse the funds to service bond indebtedness upon a directive from the authorizing
county. [SB 470 – Indigent Care Surtax; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 2/15/05]
Rubio Voted to Allow Anesthesiologists’ Assistants to Practice in Florida. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for, “one of
the most heavily-lobbied bills in the Capitol in recent years,” according to the Associated Press. “Anesthesiology assistants will
be allowed to practice in Florida, helping doctors put people under for surgery if Gov. Jeb Bush signs a bill sent to him Friday
by the Legislature. The measure has been before lawmakers for several years and has been fought stringently by nurse
anesthetists, who say assistants are lesser-trained to administer anesthesia and argue they’ll endanger patients.” [CS/SB 626 –
Anesthesiologists Assistants; Associated Press, 4/30/04]
Rubio Voted to Require Internet Pharmacies to Obtain Permits. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill that would
require Internet pharmacies, serving patients in Florida, to obtain a permit. It also requires that a licensed pharmacist be the
designated prescription department manager, or equivalent. The bill makes a pharmacist subject to disciplinary action for
dispensing any drug if they know, or have a reason to believe, that it came from a prescription not based on a valid

practitioner-patient relationship. The bill also makes it a criminal offense to operate as an Internet pharmacy in Florida without
a permit. The bill allows pharmacists to fill prescriptions that have been transferred from another pharmacy, by any means.
According to the Lakeland Ledger, “The new law will require licensed pharmacists in and out of Florida to apply for a permit
to sell prescription drugs in the state through the Internet. The state will gain the ability to regulate such businesses, some of
which have become reckless in selling medication, (State Sen.) Saunders said. ‘This does not affect genuine Internet
pharmacies that require prescriptions,’ Saunders said. ‘There are other Internet pharmacies that simply sell drugs to anyone
providing a credit card number.’ It’s becoming increasingly common to hear about teenagers overdosing on the painkiller
OxyContin that they obtained without a prescription from Internet pharmacies, he said.” [Lakeland Ledger, 6/29/04;
CS/CS/CS/CS/SB 1372 – Internet Pharmacies; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/13/04]
Rubio Failed to Vote for Creating a Biomedical Research Institution. On October 23, 2003, Rubio missed the vote that
created the Scripps Florida Funding Corp, tasked with facilitating the establishment and operation of a biomedical research
institution. According to the Fort-Lauderdale Sun Sentinel, “As the state waits to see how its high-stakes gamble on The
Scripps Research Institute will play out, Floridians and Palm Beach County taxpayers may not know how well, or for what
purpose, their $569 million is being spent. A wide-reaching public records exemption, hastily drafted and hurriedly passed Oct.
23 by the Legislature, affords surprising secrecy to Scripps, which will build, hire, buy equipment and operate for seven years
in Palm Beach County -- all with taxpayer money. The state will put up $369 million in incentives and interest for salaries,
high-tech lab equipment and operating costs, but salary amounts, employee benefits and recruitment efforts are shielded from
public scrutiny. Grant applications and other requests for funding are confidential, meaning that if Scripps asks for more
money from the state, the public may never know about it. The exemption, which bars all public employees from divulging
confidential information by penalty of a misdemeanor, could apply for the county, which has agreed to spend up to $200
million on land, construction and infrastructure for the Scripps Florida branch intended for 1,920 acres west of Palm Beach
Gardens.” [CS/CS/SB 6E – Biomedical Research Institution; Fort-Lauderdale Sun Sentinel, 11/1/03]
Rubio Voted for Nursing Home Bed Rules. On May 16, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that authorizes nursing home
facilities, subject to approval by the Agency for Health Care Administration, to use licensed nursing home beds for purposes
other than nursing home care for extended periods of time exceeding 48 hours. A nursing home is authorized to use a
contiguous portion of the facility to meet the needs of the elderly through adult day care, assisted living, extended congregate
care, or limited nursing services. A nursing home that converts beds to an alternative use may return those beds to nursing
home operations upon notice to the Agency for Health Care Administration. [HB 81A - Health Care Facilities; Florida House
of Representatives Staff Analysis, 5/16/03]
Rubio Voted for Deregulating the Permitting of Open Heart Surgery Facilities. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill
that authorizes an exemption from certificate-of-need (CON) review for adult open-heart surgery services in a hospital that
meets certain criteria in Palm Beach, Polk, Martin, St. Lucie, and Indian River Counties. The Agency must report to the
Legislature the number of requests for exemptions received under the provisions of this bill and the number granted or
denied. According to the Ft. Pierce Tribune, “Earlier this week, Gov. Jeb Bush signed a law allowing Boca Raton Community
Hospital, Bethesda Memorial Hospital in Boynton Beach, Martin Memorial and Indian River Memorial to bypass the state’s
cumbersome method of giving hospitals the permission to establish open-heart units, known as the certificate-of-need
process. On Tuesday, Tenet filed in Leon County circuit court in Tallahassee a complaint seeking an injunction to block the
hospitals from building the facilities, citing the certificate-of-need exemption as unconstitutional. HCA, the parent of JFK
Medical, Lawnwood Regional Medical Center & Heart Institute in Fort Pierce and St. Lucie Medical Center in Port St. Lucie,
followed Thursday with an injunction action of its own.” [Fort Pierce Tribune, 7/18/03; SB 460 - Certificate-of-Need/Heart
Surgery; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 2/19/03]
Rubio Voted for Allowing More Hospitals to Perform Open Heart Surgeries. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill
that creates an exemption from certificate-of-need review for an adult open-heart surgery program to be located in a new
hospital that is being established in the location of an existing hospital when the existing hospital and existing adult open-heart
surgery program are relocated to a replacement hospital that will use a closed-staff model. According to the Palm Beach Post,
“Four nonprofit hospitals in Palm Beach County and the Treasure Coast are closing in on their hard-fought goal of getting
legislative approval to establish open-heart surgery programs […] The debate comes down to this question: Is it better to have
more hospitals offer the service so patients will face fewer delays for the surgery, or will the expanded access dangerously
spread the thin talent pool of doctors, nurses and therapists that perform the surgery?” [Palm Beach Post, 4/4/03; CS/SB 56
Cert. of Need Exemption/ Open Heart; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/2/03]
Rubio Voted for Codifying Palm Beach County’s Health Care District. On April 30, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that
would combine all prior special acts relating to the Health Care District of Palm Beach County into a single act. The bill

deletes the legal boundary description of the County but the district still includes all the territory within Palm Beach County.
[HB 427 – Health Care District of Palm Beach County; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/2/03]
Rubio Voted for Pharmacy Record Disposal. On April 23, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that requires the Board of
Pharmacy to promulgate rules to establish practice guidelines for the disposal of records relating to the filling of prescriptions
and the dispensing of medicinal drugs by pharmacists and pharmacies, in a manner that preserves the confidentiality of such
records according to applicable state and federal law. [HB 207 - Pharmacy; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/8/03]

Medical Research
Rubio Voted to Reduce Biomedical Research and Alzheimer’s Research Appropriations. On May 1, 2008, Rubio voted
for the bill that reduces the annual appropriation to the Biomedical Research Trust Fund from $9 million to $7.5 million to the
William G. Bankhead Jr., and David Coley Cancer Research Program, beginning in fiscal year 2008-2009. The bill also reduces
the annual appropriation to the Grants and Donations Trust Fund within the Department of Elder Affairs from $13.5 million
to $5 million for the Johnnie B. Byrd, Sr., Alzheimer’s Center and Research Institute at the University of South Florida,
beginning in fiscal year 2008-2009. [CS/SB 1864 – Medical Research [FPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/2/08]
Rubio Voted to Reduce Funding for Alzheimer’s Research. On October 12, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that reduces
the annual appropriation for the Johnnie B. Byrd, Sr., Alzheimer’s Center and Research Institute at the University of South
Florida from $15 million to $13.5 million. [CS/SB 14C – Byrd/Alzheimer’s Center & Research Institute [FPCC]; Florida
Senate Staff Analysis, 10/3/07]

Emergency Response
Rubio Voted to Allow Licenses for Off-Premises Hospital Emergency Departments. On May 4, 2007, Rubio voted for
a bill that allows the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA or agency) to license additional emergency departments
located off the premises of licensed hospitals provided the hospital complies with certain criteria. [CS/SB 1758 –
Hospitals/Off-premises Emergency Department [SPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/29/07]
Rubio Voted for Rape Crisis Trust Fund. On May 1, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that creates the Rape Crisis Program
Trust Fund for the purpose of providing funds to rape crisis centers for services to victims of sexual assault. The trust fund is
established within the Department of Health, which is directed by the bill to establish rules for the distribution of the trust
fund moneys to the rape crisis centers. According to the Palm Beach Post, the centers will be “administered by the
Department of Health. The effort has the strong support of crime victim advocates and law enforcement officials. The money
would go to nonprofit organizations that provide counseling and other needed services to rape victims in rural and other
under-served areas.” [Palm Beach Post, 4/16/03; SB 146 - Rape Crisis Program Trust Fund; Florida Senate Staff Analysis,
4/8/03]
Rubio Voted for Rape Crisis Trust Fund. On May 1, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that creates the Rape Crisis Program
Trust Fund for the purpose of providing funds to rape crisis centers for services to victims of sexual assault. The trust fund is
established within the Department of Health, which is directed by the bill to establish rules for the distribution of the trust
fund moneys to the rape crisis centers. According to the Palm Beach Post, the centers will be “administered by the
Department of Health. The effort has the strong support of crime victim advocates and law enforcement officials. The money
would go to nonprofit organizations that provide counseling and other needed services to rape victims in rural and other
under-served areas.” [Palm Beach Post, 4/16/03; SB 146 - Rape Crisis Program Trust Fund; Florida Senate Staff Analysis,
4/8/03]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Surcharge on Prepaid Wireless Phones to Pay for 911 Emergency Service. On April 29, 2003,
Rubio voted in favor of imposing new 50 cent surcharge on prepaid wireless telephone subscribers. A similar fee was currently
applicable to non-prepaid wireless subscribers. The bill also provided for facilitation of the E911 service implementation and
exempted certain facilities from land development regulations. [HB 1307- Emergency Communications; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/13/03]

Rubio Voted in Favor of Surcharge on Prepaid Wireless Phones to Pay for 911 Emergency Service. On April 29, 2003,
Rubio voted in favor of imposing new 50 cent surcharge on prepaid wireless telephone subscribers. A similar fee was currently
applicable to non-prepaid wireless subscribers. The bill also provided for facilitation of the E911 service implementation and
exempted certain facilities from land development regulations. [HB 1307- Emergency Communications; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/13/03]
Rubio Voted for Emergency Services Updates. On April 28, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that creates the Emergency
Medical Dispatch Act. The bill specifies that it is the intent of the Legislature to “establish and implement a cohesive statewide
emergency telephone number “911” plan which will provide citizens with rapid direct access to public safety agencies by
dialing the telephone number “911” with the objective of reducing the response time to situations requiring law enforcement,
fire, medical, rescue, and other emergency services. [HB 195 - Emergency Medical Dispatch; Florida House of Representatives
Staff Analysis, 4/15/03]

Drug Regulation
Rubio Voted in Favor of Regulatory Loophole For Big Pharmaceutical Distributors. On May 5, 2006, Rubio voted in
favor of a bill that requires the Department of Health (DOH) to establish and maintain a cancer drug and supplies donation
program under which a donor may donate cancer drugs or supplies needed to administer cancer drugs for use by an individual
who meets eligibility criteria specified by DOH in rule. The bill also carved out an exemption in a 2003 law requiring
documentation of pharmaceuticals. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “House Bill 371 was […] A feel-good effort
backed by cancer groups who wanted a state donation program so pricy that unused cancer drugs might go to needy cancer
patients instead of the trash can. But in the last minutes of the Legislative session last week, it morphed into a controversial
gutting of a 3-year-old state law […] that tracks prescription drugs and combats counterfeiting. […] Just in time for the
deadline, the Florida Legislature carved out a huge loophole that basically allows big chain drugstores and their middleman
wholesaler distributors to ignore the more pressing part of the mandate, a requirement to produce detailed paper trails on all
prescription drugs. The new legislation allows big wholesale distributors who promise on paper that they buy direct from
manufacturers and sell to pharmacy warehouses to skirt the original 2003-required paperwork trail. That paperwork requires,
among other things: factory identifying numbers, invoice numbers and shipping information. The loophole applies to most,
but not all, wholesale distributors. Smaller secondary wholesale distributors that make money by buying and selling among
themselves and would still be required to meet the mandate.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/13/06; HB 371 - Prescription Drugs;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/19/06]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Prohibiting the Sale of Nonprescription Weight-loss Pills, Such as Ephedra, to Minors. On
April 30, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of prohibiting the sale or other delivery of nonprescription “weight-loss” pills to minors.
The bill defines “weight-loss pill” as a pill that is available without prescription and is marketed, advertised or packaged to
indicate that its primary purpose is for facilitating or causing weight loss. The bill specifically includes, but is not limited to,
pills that contain the herbal supplement ephedra, ephedrine alkaloid, or Sida cordifolia, a plant which also contains ephedra
alkaloids. According to the Associated Press State & Local Wire, “The Senate sent Gov. Jeb Bush a bill Thursday banning the
sale of over-the-counter weight loss products to minors on an unanimous vote. Lawmakers have said the bill is needed
because many diet pills contain the stimulant ephedra, which has been linked to deaths. Some critics have asked the federal
Food and Drug Administration to ban it. The bill (HB 953) would prevent people under 18 from buying any over-the-counter
weight loss pills, whether they contain ephedra or not.” [Associated Press, 5/1/03; HB 953 - Weight-loss Pills; Florida House
of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/4/03]

KidCare
Rubio Voted to Expand Florida KidCare And Ensure Coverage for Illegal Immigrants. On April 25, 2007, Rubio voted
for a bill “that revamps KidCare, the state’s subsidized health insurance program for poor children. The debate on the House
floor centered around whether the health-care benefits should be available to children of illegal immigrants. Rep. Gayle
Harrell, R-Stuart, unsuccessfully tried changing the bill to make it clear that no premium assistance would go to illegal
immigrants. […] It is intended to simplify the enrollment process and remove barriers to enrolling eligible children in KidCare.
More than 500,000 children in Florida aren’t insured. The bill also provides 12 months’ instead of six months’ eligibility for

Medicaid services before redetermination of assistance,” the Associated Press reported. [S/HB 7189 – Florida Kidcare;
Associated Press State and Local Wire, 4/26/07]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Expanding KidCare Eligibility. On May 2, 2006, Rubio voted in favor of allowing a child
ineligible to participate in the Medikids or Florida Healthy Kids components to participate if the family pays the full premium
without any premium assistance. These children are known as “full-pays”. The Florida KidCare Program was created in 1998
to provide health benefits to uninsured children through the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) or Medicaid.
KidCare has four program components: Medicaid, Medikids, Florida Healthy Kids, and the Children’s Medical Services (CMS)
Network. Participation by children in these components is contingent on age, family income, and special health care needs.
According to the Associated Press, the bill would, “Let families ineligible for the state’s KidCare program but still unable to
get insurance for children aged 1-4 to receive coverage by paying a full premium.” [Associated Press, 5/6/06; HB 241 - Florida
KidCare Program; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/25/06]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Lifting Restrictions on KidCare Enrollment. On April 22, 2005, Rubio voted in favor of
allowing year-round enrollment in the Florida KidCare program by removing statutory language limiting enrollment to January
and September of each year. According to Orlando Sentinel, “Parents could enroll their children in Florida’s subsidized health
insurance program throughout the year under a measure passed unanimously Friday by the House. Last year, the Legislature
changed the law to allow parents to enroll their children only during one of two month-long enrollment periods. That resulted
in far fewer children enrolling in theKidCare program, and money remains to accept more applicants.” [Orlando Sentinel,
4/23/05; HB 569 – Florida KidCare Program; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/19/05]
Rubio Voted to Overhaul Children’s Healthcare. On March 5, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that makes the following
changes to the Florida KidCare program: eliminates continuous enrollment and replaces it with no more than two 30-day open
enrollment periods per fiscal year on a first-come, first-served basis; requires coverage of dental services, provides that dental
services may include those dental services provided to children under the Medicaid program; and removes the maximum cap
of $750 per enrollee per year; clarifies eligibility requirements, effective July 1, 2004, to limit Title XXI eligibility to children
under 19 years of age, requires proof of family income, and requires a statement from the applicant that employer insurance is
not available, the potential enrollee is not covered or eligible for coverage under a family member’s employer group health
insurance plan, and the incremental cost to enroll the child; and provides an appropriation for Fiscal Year 2003-2004.
According to the Tallahassee Democrat, “more than 90,000 children waiting for subsidized health insurance will get it under a
measure headed to the desk of Gov. Jeb Bush over the protests of Democrats who say that accompanying changes to the
program ultimately will deprive families. The House passed a measure to spend $25 million in state and federal money to open
enrollment in the KidCare program to children who were on a waiting list through Jan. 30. The program allows families with
low incomes to buy cheap health insurance for their children. But the bill also overhauls the way families get into the program.
Among the changes are one that would prevent many families from enrolling if they have access to insurance through an
employer. Another aims to limit fraud, requiring more proof of income before parents can enroll.” [Tallahassee Democrat,
3/7/04; CS/SB 2000 – Florida KidCare Program; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/1/04]

Medical Consent/ Organ Donation
Rubio Voted to Provide Immunity for Registered Nurses & Physician Assistants in Certain Situations. On May 2,
2007, Rubio voted for the bill that adds Florida-certified advanced registered nurse practitioners and Florida-licensed physician
assistants to the list of health care providers who are granted immunity in actions brought for examining or treating a patient
without his or her informed consent if: the patient at the time of the examination or treatment is intoxicated, under the
influence of drugs, or otherwise incapable of providing informed consent as required under the Florida Medical Consent Law;
the patient at the time of the examination or treatment is experiencing an emergency medical condition; and the patient would
reasonably undergo the examination, treatment , or procedure if he or she were advised in accordance with the Florida Medical
Consent Law. [CS/SB 1508 – Informed Consent/Medical [SPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/28/07]
Rubio Voted for the Nick Oelrich Gift of Life Act. On April 30, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that tightens rules
surrounding organ donation. The bill prohibits family members or others from modifying a person’s wish to donate his or her
organs, specifies that a written donor document is legally binding, eliminates the option to amend or revoke an anatomical gift
through an oral statement to a spouse, and prevents a spouse from being one of 2 witnesses to a written document revoking
the donation. It also eliminates the validity of a written revocation of donation found among a donor’s effects and not on or
about their person. According to the Associated Press State & Local Wire, “Family members cannot go against the wishes of

organ donors under a bill Gov. Jeb Bush signed into law Tuesday. The Nick Oelrich Gift of Life Act clarifies that a family
member, guardian or health care surrogate cannot override a person’s wish to donate organs. It does allow a person to change
or revoke plans to donate organs by telling at least two people, one of whom must not be a relative. The bill (SB 350) was
named for Alachua County Sheriff Stephen Oelrich’s son, who died during a fall in 1995. The 18-year-old’s organs, bones and
tissue helped 108 people. ‘Dozens of people benefited from Nick Oelrich’s organs and tissue following his death,’ Bush said.
‘This bill honors the expressed wishes of organ donors who wish their final act to be the gift of life and health.’” [Associated
Press State & Local Wire, 5/27/03; SB 530 – Nick Oelrich Gift of Life Act; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/5/03]

Prevention
Rubio Voted for Inside Smoking Ban. On May 27, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that prohibits tobacco smoking in
enclosed indoor workplaces with four narrow exceptions and authorized the Legislature to implement more restrictive
legislation. According to the Orlando Sentinel, the bill is “a plan to carry out a popular ban on smoking in the workplace,
despite lingering concerns about flaws in the details. The proposal that passed the state House and Senate creates smoke-free
zones in most workplaces and inside restaurants. Smokers can continue to light up in bars -- so long as such establishments
earn less than 10 percent of their income from food sales -- and at member organizations, such as veterans’ halls and lodges.”
[Orlando Sentinel, 5/28/03; HB 63A - Florida Clean Indoor Act; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 5/12/03]
Rubio Voted to Create a Governor’s Advisory Council for a Fit Florida. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that
creates the Governor’s Advisory Council for a Fit Florida consisting of ten members. The council must advise the direct
support organization of the Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic Development and provide expertise relating to physical
fitness and nutrition in the state. The council must submit to the Governor, the Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic
Development, and the direct support organization an annual report that includes recommendations for the furtherance of the
physical fitness of Florida residents. [SB 2348 – Advisory Council for Fit Florida; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/22/03]
Rubio Voted to Establish Anti-Obesity Council. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that creates the Governor’s
Council for a Fit Florida in the Department of Health. According to the Miami Herald, the bill “creates the Governor’s
Council for a Fit Florida and authorizes using money from the sale of Florida’s professional sports teams’ license plates to help
finance its promotional effort. The council would be in charge of promoting interest in fitness and nutrition statewide,
recommending ways to streamline and improve fitness programs and support programs for fitness in the state’s public
schools.” [Miami Herald, 4/24/04; CS/CS/SB 2372 - Physical Fitness and Health; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/13/04]

Low-Income Access
Rubio Voted to Expand the Definition of Low Income. On March 29, 2005, Rubio voted to amend the Access to Health
Care Act, which allows health care providers to deliver free medical care to low-income persons. The bill expands the
definition of low income from 150 percent to 200 percent of the federal poverty level, increasing the number of persons
potentially eligible for the program by an additional 468,637 persons. According to the Department of Health, the revision in
eligibility is not expected to significantly increase the number of people statewide participating in the program because there is
no expectation of a significant increase in the number of health care providers donating free services. [HB 151 – Access to
Health Care Act; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/18/05]

Drug Prescriptions
Rubio Voted Against Allowing Individuals to Reimport Prescription Drugs into the US from Canada. On October 20,
2011, Rubio voted against a Vitter, R-La., amendment that would allow individuals to reimport prescription drugs into the
United States from Canada, if they comply with Food and Drug Administration rules. The underlying legislation would
provide about $128 billion in discretionary funds for the Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, Justice, Transportation,
Housing and Urban Development, and for science programs and other related programs in fiscal 2012. [Roll Call 172, H 2112,
10/20/2011]

Rubio Voted in Favor of Requiring Doctors to Issue Legible Prescriptions. On May 1, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of a
bill requiring a written prescription for a medicinal drug issued by a health care practitioner to be legibly printed or typed so as
to be capable of being understood by the pharmacist filling the prescription. According to the Miami Herald, the bill “also
allows doctors to use typewriters. It does not spell out any penalties for doctors who do not write neatly, leaving that up to
medical disciplinary boards.” [Miami Herald, 5/2/03; SB 2084 – Drug Prescriptions; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/15/03]

Insurance
Rubio Voted for Health Care Coverage for the Uninsured. On May 2, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that creates the
“Cover Florida Health Access Program Act,” which is designed to provide affordable health care options for uninsured
residents. A Cover Florida plan entity must provide non-catastrophic coverage and may provide catastrophic coverage,
supplemental insurance, and discount medical plan product options to enrollees. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “With
one-fifth of Florida’s 19-million residents lacking health insurance, lawmakers approved a bill that invites private insurers to
sell scaled-down policies with premiums at about $150 month starting next year. A priority of Gov. Charlie Christ his ‘Cover
Florida’ plan was merged with a House ‘Florida Health Choices’ plan that also creates a state-funded $1.5-million corporation
to manage the program. […] To enroll in the voluntary program, a person must have been uninsured for six months.” [St.
Petersburg Times, 5/3/08; CS/CS/SB 2534 – Health Insurance [EPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/2/08]
Rubio Voted to Revise the Definition of “Bone Marrow Transplant”. On April 18, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that
revises the definition of “bone marrow transplant” to include, for insurance coverage purposes, nonablative therapy and
transplants intended to prolong life. According to Florida Bar News, “the bill also requires that health insurers and health
maintenance organizations provide identification cards to policyholders/subscribers that present information in a readily
identifiable manner. Such information may also be embedded on the card and be available through magnetic stripe/smart card
or provided through other electronic technology.” [Florida Bar News, 6/15/08; CS/HB 535 – Health Insurance; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/10/08]
Rubio Voted to Extend and Expand the Health Flex Plan Program. On April 18, 2008, Rubio voted for a bill that
expands health flex plan eligibility from 200 to 300 percent of the federal poverty level. The bill also deletes obsolete eligibility
provisions. The bill was set to expire on July 1, 2008, but has been extended until July 1, 2013. [HB 461 – Health Flex Plans;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/25/08]
Rubio Voted for Full Coverage of Bone Marrow Transplants. On April 26, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that broadens the
definition of bone marrow transplants. Under current law, insurers cannot exclude bone marrow transplant procedures from a
policy that covers cancer treatment. The bill expands the definition of bone marrow transplant to include “non-ablative”
therapy, which prepares a patient for a bone marrow transplant but does so without destroying all of the bone marrow. The
bill also adds that the therapy is done with “life-prolonging” intent. Additionally, health insurance companies and health
maintenance organizations (HMOs) are not currently required to provide insurance identification cards to policyholders and
subscribers; although, many choose to do so. The bill requires these entities to provide identification cards to their
policyholders and subscribers for the purpose of creating a uniform set of information relating to each policy or contract. In
order to conform identification cards to the bill’s requirements and re-issue cards to members, DMS will incur an estimated
$113,500 fiscal impact. [CS/HB 177 – Health Insurance; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/4/07]
Rubio Voted to Prevent Discount Medical Plan Organizations (DMPO) from Billing Themselves as Insurance. On
April 27, 2005, Rubio voted for the bill that makes several changes to current law governing the activities of discount medical
plan organizations (DMPOs, pronounced “dimpos”), which are companies offering discounts for specified health care
services. Once a consumer joins a DMPO, the consumer typically receives an ID card, literature outlining the services
discounted by the DMPO, a list of participating providers, telephone numbers, and other similar information. Currently, at
least one million Florida households (more than two million citizens) are members of a DMPO. A discount plan does not fit
the traditional definition of an insurance product and thus, was not subject to regulation under the Florida Insurance Code
until the 2004 Legislature authorized the Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) to regulate DMPOs, effective January 1, 2005.
In the December 2004 special session, the Legislature postponed from January 1, 2005, until March 31, 2005, the effective
date of the regulations governing DMPOs. According to the Sarasota Harold-Tribune, “Florida adopted a law preventing the
discount medical plan organizations -- known as DMPOs -- from billing themselves as insurance.” [Sarasota Harold-Tribune,
6/13/06; HB 1081 – Discount Medical Plan Organizations; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/21/05]

Rubio Voted for Healthcare Reform. On April 23, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that creates the 2004 Affordable Health
Care for Floridians Act. Significant provisions affecting the health insurance markets include: creation of the Florida Health
Insurance Plan as the high risk pool for uninsurable medical risks; creation of the Small Employers Access Program to provide
additional options for small businesses of up to 25 employees; and requires AHCA to post pricing information on procedures
performed in Florida hospitals. The bill appropriates $1.7 million from the General Revenue Fund and $2.4 million in total
funds. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “The measure aims to make insurance more affordable in several ways. One would
require insurers to make high-deductible plans available to small employers by offering special savings accounts that let
individuals set aside pre-tax dollars to pay for health costs not covered by insurance. These Health Savings Accounts would
allow individuals to set aside as much as $2,600 a year, and families could put aside as much as $5,150 a year, without being
taxed. Another key provision expands a state pilot program to allow insurers, local governments, health-maintenance
organizations and others to sell bare-bones health policies that don’t have to meet a long list of state-mandated benefits.
Currently, health insurers often cite a list of 50 or so benefits they’re required to cover from maternity care to certain tests for
cancer as a big reason insurance costs are so pricey. The bill also lets small businesses that can’t afford to buy health coverage
for their employees to band together to try and get better rates. The idea is that a company with a few workers may not be able
to afford insurance, but possibly could if it joined several other small companies in a purchasing pool.” [Orlando Sentinel,
4/28/04; HB 1629 – Affordable Health Care; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/16/04]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Establishing a Minimum Loss Ratio and Restricting Exemptions from Florida
Requirements for Health Insurance Companies. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of a bill requiring health insurance
companies to meet a minimum loss ratio of 65%, meaning 65% of premium dollars must go to paying out claims. The bill also
revises the criteria for a policy issued to a group outside of Florida, but which covers Florida residents (“out-of-state group
policy”), to be exempt from the requirements that apply to group health insurance policies issued in Florida related to
mandatory benefits, pre-existing condition limitations, guaranteed renewability, and other requirements. Specifically, the new
requirements would prohibit the insurer from discriminating against members of the group based on health status related
factors, and would require that the group coverage be guaranteed renewable. Health insurance companies would either need to
meet these criteria to qualify for exemptions from Florida regulations, issue individual insurance policies to Floridians, or
withdraw from the Florida market. [SB 2264 – Health Insurance; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/22/03]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Allowing Premiums to be Paid Electronically. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of
extending payment of premiums to include debit cards, credit cards, automatic electronic funds transfer, or payroll deduction.
The bill also would increase the current service charge for financing insurance premiums on policies from $1 per installment to
$3 per installment with the maximum service charge not to exceed $36 per year. In addition the bill added claims where a
material misrepresentation of facts is relevant to the claim and those claims where the insurer denies the entire claim to the
types of claims excluded from mediation by the Department of Financial Services. [HB 513 - Insurance Claims and Premium
Payments; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/17/03]

Medical Training & Facility Regulations
Rubio Voted to Revise Requirements for Pharmacy Technicians. On April 30, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that revises
the requirements for pharmacy licensure by endorsement by deleting the requirement that an applicant for licensure as a
pharmacist must have obtained a passing score on the licensure examination not more than 12 years prior to application. The
bill requires the Board of Pharmacy to adopt rules for the registration application process and registration administration. The
bill changes the regulatory provisions for pharmacy technicians. The Board of Pharmacy must register pharmacy technician
applicants who are at least 17 years of age, have completed an approved application form, submitted the required fees, and
otherwise meet registration requirements. A person whose license to practice pharmacy has been suspended, denied, or
restricted, is prohibited from registering as a pharmacy technician. [CS/CS/SB 1360 – Pharmacy Technicians [SPCC]; Florida
Senate Staff Analysis, 4/10/08]
Rubio Voted to Impose Stricter Oversight on Clinics that Perform Abortions. On May 5, 2005, Rubio voted for a bill
that “would impose stricter state oversight on abortion clinics that perform second-trimester abortions. The legislation spells
out an array of regulations for clinics, from rules about sterilizing equipment and training of employees to requirements about
post-abortion care. The actual rules would be written by the state Agency for Health Care Administration,” according to the
Associated Press. [HB 1041 – Women’s Health Care; Associated Press State and Local Wire, 5/5/05]

Rubio Voted to Expand Public Records Exemptions for the Alzheimer’s Center. On May 16, 2003, Rubio voted for the
bill that would expand the public records exemption for the Alzheimer’s Center to include proprietary confidential business
information. This bill also creates a public meetings exemption for the Alzheimer’s Center for meetings or portions of
meetings wherein confidential and exempt information is discussed, provides for future review and repeal of the exemptions
and provides a statement of public necessity. According to the AP, “The bill states that closing some meetings and records to
the public was necessary to protect the institute in competition in the health care and medical research fields.” [Associated
Press, 5/26/03; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 5/13/03]
Rubio Voted to Allow Bed Banking in Nursing Home Facilities. On May 2, 2003, Rubio votes for a bill that would
authorize nursing home facilities to use licensed nursing home beds for purposes other than nursing home care for extended
periods of time exceeding 48 hours., otherwise known as “bed banking”. Bed banking is a way to temporarily convert licensed
nursing home beds to another use without losing the ability to use the beds as a nursing home beds at a later time. A report
required by the 2002 Legislature directed the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA), in consultation with the
Department of Elderly Affairs (DOEA), contained proposals for reducing the number of Medicaid-funded nursing home bed
days purchased by the state and replacing such nursing home care with care provided in less costly settings, which included
bed banking. [SB 1252 – Health Care Facilities; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/10/03]
Rubio Voted for the Florida Alzheimer’s Training Act. On April 29, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill to prescribe training
standards for new employees at home health agencies, adult day care centers, and hospices that treat patients with Alzheimer’s
or related disorders. It would also encourage post-secondary educational institutions to include basic training about the
disorder in their health care curriculum. [HB 1527 – Health Care Regulation; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/2/03]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Allowing Certain Hospitals to Bypass the Regulatory Process to Add More Beds. On April
22, 2003, Rubio voted in favor a bill that authorizes certain acute care hospitals in high growth counties to add up to 180
additional beds without certificate-of-need (CON) review by the Agency for Health Care Administration. According to the
Miami Herald, “A hospital serving a booming Central Florida retirement community developed by a top Republican Party
donor could expand without normal state regulatory approval under legislation headed to Gov. Jeb Bush. […] It would
probably only affect two hospitals, including Villages Regional Medical Center serving The Villages, a sprawling community
[…]developed by Gary Morse, one of the largest individual contributors to Republican candidates in Florida. […] Under the
legislation, hospitals could bypass regulatory approval for some expansions in counties where there is one acute-care facility
and where there has been at least a 60 percent population gain in the past decade. Normally, hospitals that want to expand
must seek a ‘certificate of need’ from the state Agency for Health Care Administration showing a demand for the services or
added beds.” [Miami Herald, 4/23/03; SB 1568 – Acute Care Hospitals; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/10/03]

Senior Issues
Rubio Voted for the Florida Senior Care Pilot Program. On May 3, 2007, Rubio for an integrated fixed-payment service
delivery system (Florida Senior Care) for Medicaid recipients age 60 and over in Orange, Osceola, Seminole, Brevard, Dade,
and Monroe counties. Participation in the program would be voluntary. Florida Senior Care is intended to coordinate care for
a Medicaid recipient by having one managed care organization provide all Medicaid services (long-term care, disability, nursing
home, etc…) for a participant. According to the South Florida Business Journal, “A pilot health plan for seniors on Medicaid
would shift one of its two test markets from Pensacola to Miami-Dade and Monroe counties under a bill approved by the
Florida House of Representatives. Instead of being mandatory for the 5,743 Medicaid recipients over age 60 in Escambia
County, Florida Senior Care would be voluntary for the eligible population of 97,179 here. The state would give its Medicaid
dollars to health plans to cover home health care services, assisted living and nursing home stays…. Under House Bill 7065
the Senior Care amendments are a compromise between managed care plans, which are eager to sign up more members in the
new program, and advocates for seniors and the nursing home industry. The latter groups believe adding another health plan
will not reduce the state’s soaring Medicaid budget, but they prefer voluntary enrollment to a mandate. […]Florida AARP was
against Senior Care at the outset, but believes the House bill would make some improvements. The state should expand the
nursing home diversion program, instead of creating a new health plan, said Leslie Spencer, AARP’s associate state director for
advocacy. Her organization is also concerned that local providers of long-term health care could be excluded if they don’t
agree to the health plans’ contracts and fees. AARP supported the bill’s provisions to make Senior Care voluntary and allow
enrollees in nursing homes and assisted living facilities to stay in their homes, even if they don’t have a contract with their
health plan. The problem AARP has with the program is the choice counseling system, for which the House budgeted $4.9

million to hire a firm to help seniors choose between plans. Spencer said choice counselors for Medicaid reform, a mandatory
HMO pilot program in Broward and Duval counties, did not have enough information about the benefits of the plans and did
not spend enough time with enrollees. AARP would rather the counseling be handled by an impartial, nonprofit entity and the
funds be directed its way.” [South Florida Business Journal, 4/30/07; HB 7065 - Medicaid; Florida House of Representatives
Staff Analysis, 3/30/07]
Rubio Voted to Allow Out-Of-State Businesses to Offer Medicare Supplemental Health Insurance that would not be
Regulated by the State. On April 24, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that would exclude Medicare Supplement Insurance
(Medigap policies) offered to employees or former employees by employers that have at least 50 employees at issue from the
definition of “Medicare supplement policy.” Such policies issued in Florida would still be subject to other provisions of the
Insurance Code. Medicare supplement policies issued outside of Florida that cover Florida residents would be exempt from
any regulation by the state of Florida, but would be regulated by applicable federal law and the law of the state where the
policy was issued. According to the Palm Beach Post, the bill “would have let out-of-state businesses offer Medicare
supplemental health insurance policies through companies not overseen by the state’s Department of Insurance Regulation.”
[Palm Beach Post, 6/21/07; CS/HB 97 – Medicare Supplement Policies; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/4/07]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Pharmaceutical Assistance for Low Income Elderly. On May 27, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of
pharmaceutical assistance for low income elderly. According to the Palm Beach Post, “A House proposal to give prescription
drug help to 250,000 additional low-income seniors won the approval of the Senate in a last-minute compromise, at a cost of
$6 million.” [SB 22A - Health Care; Palm Beach Post, 5/24/03]
Rubio Voted for Senior Drug Discounts. On May 16, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that revises the pharmaceutical expense
assistance program for low-income elderly individuals, which may be referred to as the “Silver Lifesaver Program”. According
to the Tallahassee Democrat, the bill provides “deep discounts on prescription drugs for about a quarter million low-income
seniors in Florida but the idea didn’t appear to have much support in the Senate because of its cost. It was the second time the
bipartisan measure has passed the House -- the bill was approved during the regular session that ended earlier this month.
With lawmakers back in a special session primarily to tackle the state budget, the House took it up again and passed it
unanimously. But again the Senate appears unlikely to go along. Democrats tried to get $7 million put into the Senate budget
for the prescription-drug plan Friday but were defeated. The bill would force drug makers to provide medicine at a discount if
they want their drugs paid for by the state’s Medicaid program. Couples over 65 with incomes up to $24,000 would be eligible
for the program, getting 40 percent discounts. Those with lower incomes would get bigger discounts, up to 60 percent off the
retail price.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 5/17/03; HB 83A - Prescription Drugs; Florida House of Representatives]
Rubio Voted for Drug Pricing Website for 200 Drugs Most Frequently Dispensed to Elderly. On May 1, 2003, Rubio
voted for the bill that requires the Agency for Health Care Administration to publish a free web site, available to the public,
with the most recent average wholesale price for the 200 drugs most frequently dispensed to the elderly, and to the extent
possible, provide a mechanism that consumers may use to calculate the retail price that should be paid after the discount
required under the Medicare prescription discount program is applied. According to the Associated Press, the bill “would
require the Agency for Health Care Administration to publish on a free web site the most recent average wholesale price for
the 200 drugs most frequently dispensed to the elderly.” [Associated Press, 4/3/03; SB 320 - Medicaid/ Wholesale Drug
Prices; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/14/03]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Program Providing Prescription Drug Assistance for Seniors. On April 30, 2003, Rubio voted
in favor of a bill creating the Sunshine for Seniors Program, to assist seniors in accessing drug manufacturers’ pharmaceutical
assistance programs that provide low-income individuals with prescription drugs free or at reduced prices. The Department of
Elderly Affairs will be responsible for implementing and overseeing the program. The bill provides an appropriation of
$226,660, and one position, to the Department of Elderly Affairs to implement this program. [CS/SB 2322 – Medically Need
Program; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/10/03]

Terri Schiavo
Rubio Voted for Putting in Terri Schiavo’s Feeding Tub. On October 20, 2003, Rubio voted to authorize the Governor
to issue a one-time stay to prevent the withholding of nutrition and hydration from a patient under certain circumstances;
provides for expiration of the stay; authorizes the Governor to lift the stay under certain circumstances; provides that a person

is not civilly liable and is not subject to regulatory or disciplinary sanctions for taking action in compliance with any such stay.
According to the St. Petersburg Times, the bill gives “Gov. Jeb Bush the power to order a feeding tube be reinserted into Terri
Schiavo.” [St. Petersburg Times, 10/22/03; HB 35E – Authority for the Governor to Issue a One-time Stay to Prevent the
Withholding of Nutrition and Hydration from a Patient; Florida House of Representatives]

Environment-Related Health Justice & Prevention
Rubio Missed Vote on Expanding Tobacco Cessation Programs. On April 10, 2008, Rubio missed a vote on a bill to
expand cessation programs, updating legislation by changing the term smoking cessation to tobacco cessation. The bill also
allocated the $59.5 million in tobacco settlement funds for fiscal 2008-2009. [HB 5091 – Tobacco Education and Prevention;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/4/08]
Rubio Voted to Limit Victims’ Ability to Sue for Asbestos Exposure. On May 5, 2005, Rubio voted for a bill that “would
set minimum medical requirements to determine whether a victim was hurt enough by their exposure to asbestos to sue. […]
In Florida, insurance companies were one of the biggest proponents of the change,” the Associated Press reported. The bill
provides that a claimant must show evidence of actual physical impairment from asbestos or silica using medical criteria
established by the bill before filing a claim. The bill requires a plaintiff to make a prima facie case of a physical impairment for
several different types of illnesses associated with asbestos or silica, except mesothelioma. If a person is unable to make a
prima facie case, the case is dismissed without prejudice by the court. [Associated Press State and Local Wire, 5/5/05; HB
1019 – Asbestos and Silica Claims; House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/18/05]
Rubio Voted to Exempt Restaurants on the Historical Register from the Indoor Smoking Ban. On May 4, 2005,
Rubio voted for a bill that would relax smoking bans for certain restaurants. According to the Associated Press, “No smoking
rules in bars that are in buildings on the National Register of Historic Places - such as Sloppy Joe’s in Key West - would be
relaxed under a bill that narrowly passed the House on Wednesday. Voters changed the constitution in 2002 to ban smoking in
indoor workplaces. The measure includes bars that earn more than 10 percent of their revenue from food sales. The bill (SB
1348), which passed 60-50 in the House, would let bars in historic buildings allow smoking if no more than 20 percent of
revenue is derived from food sales.” [CS/CS/SB 1348 – Indoor Smoking Places; Associated Press State and Local Wire,
5/4/05]
Rubio Voted for the Florida Clean Indoor Air Act. On April 1, 2003, Rubio voted to prohibit smoking in enclosed indoor
workplaces with four narrow exceptions. The bill also amended the definition of a “retail tobacco shop” to include
manufacturing, distributing and leaf tobacco dealer activities as an extension of that commercial activity. This bill implemented
three of the four authorized exceptions but does not allow smoking in “stand-alone bars” and would go into effect July 1,
2003. According to the Tampa Tribune, “The Florida House gave final approval Tuesday to a strict smoking ban on
restaurants, bars and other indoor workplaces, setting up a clash with the Senate, where lawmakers favor greater leniency when
it comes to taverns. […] Under House Bill 1157, the only businesses where indoor smoking would be allowed are hotel rooms,
in-house business offices that aren’t used for caregiving and cigar factories where testing must occur. House and Senate leaders
likely will appoint lawmakers to work out an agreement.” [Tampa Tribune, 4/2/03; HB 1757 – Florida Clean Indoor Act;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/1/03]

Health Reform
Rubio Voted For Repealing Burdensome Reporting Requirement for Small Businesses. On February 2, 2011, Rubio
voted to waive the Senate’s budget rules and pass an amendment that would repeal a burdensome reporting requirement for
businesses. Specifically, it would end a provision of the Affordable Care Act that required businesses to file a 1099 form with
the IRS for every vendor they have at least $600 in transactions, causing unnecessary paperwork for businesses. The US
Chamber Of Commerce had argued that the reporting mandate would “dramatically increase accounting costs and expose
businesses to costly and unjustified audits by the IRS.” This amendment would also rescind $44 billion in unobligated
discretionary funds. Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus (D-Mont.) said “eliminating the paperwork
requirement would allow small businesses to focus on the critical work of growing their businesses and creating jobs.” [Roll
Call 8, S 223, 02/02/2011; States News Service, 2/4/11; US Chamber of Commerce]

Rubio Voted Against Repealing Burdensome Reporting Requirement for Small Businesses. On February 2, 2011,
Rubio voted against an amendment that would repeal a burdensome reporting requirement for businesses. Specifically, it
would end a provision of the Affordable Care Act that required businesses to file a 1099 form with the IRS for every vendor
they have at least $600 in transactions, causing unnecessary paperwork for businesses, especially small businesses. The US
Chamber Of Commerce had argued that the reporting mandate would “dramatically increase accounting costs and expose
businesses to costly and unjustified audits by the IRS.” In order to offset the costs, this amendment would increase taxes on
oil and gas industry while making other revenue-raising changes to tax law. [Roll Call 7, S 223, 02/02/2011; US Chamber of
Commerce]
Rubio Voted For HMO and Medicaid Reform. On May 1, 2000, Rubio voted for the bill that streamlines certificate of
need review processes for introduction of new health care services and exempts certain projects from review. The bill revises
Medicaid eligibility determinations, increases annual outpatient cap, addresses Medicaid fraud issues, provides rule making
authority, and amends other provisions. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, the measure is “aimed at requiring that
HMOs allow only doctors to make decisions about health care services. The bill, passed 108-8, also attempts to increase
awareness of existing patient protections, such as a state panel that hears HMO grievances, mainly by requiring doctors to
display a toll-free number on how to file a grievance.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 5/2/00; HB 2339 - Patient Protection Act of
2000; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/11/00]

Medicaid
Rubio Voted To Turn Medicaid Into Block Grants. On May 25, 2011, Rubio voted for the motion to proceed to the
Toomey (R-PA) Fiscal 2012 Budget Resolution (S.Con.Res.21). The plan reduces non-defense discretionary spending to fiscal
2006 levels in fiscal 2012 and freezes spending for the subsequent six years, after which it would be indexed to the consumer
price index. The budget would also turn Medicaid into a block grant program, which is taken from the House-passed GOP
budget, but would leave Medicare alone. [Roll Call 79, S 21, 05/25/2011; National Journal, 5/11/11]
Rubio Voted to Limit Medicaid Reimbursement. On March 6, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that eliminates automatic
price level increases, which would otherwise be included in the Medicaid budget adjustments for Fiscal Year 2008-09. The bill
requires the Agency for Health Care Administration to limit Medicaid reimbursement for inpatient hospitals, outpatient
hospitals, nursing homes, county health departments and community intermediate care facilities for the developmentally
disabled. According to the Bradenton Herald, “Increases in what the state pays hospitals, county health clinics and nursing
homes for taking care of people on Medicaid would be frozen at current levels under a bill passed by the Senate. Normally,
those health care providers get an automatic price increase each year, but the measure passed Thursday would eliminate that
automatic increase. The freeze eliminates $91 million that hospitals were expecting July 1 for inpatient care and another $26
million reduction they were planning on getting for outpatient care of people. The hit for nursing homes is $139 million.”
[Bradenton Herald, 3/7/08; CS/SB 1852 – Medicaid Providers/Reimbursement [FPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis,
2/29/08]
Rubio Voted for Medicaid Reforms. On October 12, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that provides an exception for clients
who have intensive medical or adaptive needs to the monthly 180 hour limit on personal care services provided through the
Developmental Disabilities Home and Community-Based Services Waiver. The bill exempts Medicaid-eligible children whose
cases are open for child welfare services in the HomeSafeNet system and who reside in Area 10, from having to participate in
the separate specialty prepaid plan operated by the community-based lead agencies. The bill requires the agency to implement
service delivery systems sufficient to meet the medical, developmental, behavioral and emotional needs of these children by
July 1, 2008. Currently, throughout all areas of the state, except for Areas 1 and 6, new Medicaid recipients who fail to choose
between Medipass or a managed care plan are assigned to a managed care plan until an enrollment of 65 percent in managed
care and 35 percent in Medipass is achieved. The bill requires the Agency for Health Care Administration to give priority
consideration in Medicaid managed care enrollment to certain managed care plans until the providers reach 15,000 members
per month. [CS/SB 12C – Health Care [FPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 10/3/07]
Rubio Voted to Update Medicaid Provisions. On May 3, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that updates provisions related to
the criteria used in the distribution of funds through the Medicaid Disproportionate Share program to implement the
disproportionate share funding decisions in the Senate Health and Human Services budget. According to the Associated Press,
the bill “would have eliminated some consumer protections and provider accountability, required name brand medications

instead of lower-cost generic drugs for transplant patients and increased payments to Health Maintenance Organizations.”
[Associated Press, 5/25/07; CS/SB 1116 – Health Care [FPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/23/07]
Rubio Voted to Privatize Florida Medicaid System. On December 8, 2005, Rubio voted for the bill that would overhaul
the Medicaid system in Florida. According to the Florida Times-Union, The $15 billion program [Medicaid] is growing about
13 percent per year and serving 2.2 million of the state’s 17 million people. It now consumes 24 percent of the state budget.
[Gov.] Bush wants to turn the current “fee-for-service” system into one that would shift more Floridians into privately
managed care under new, local networks of doctors and hospitals that would be paid by the state. Premiums would be tailored
to each patient’s case, and preventive care would be encouraged instead of more expensive emergency treatment. If legislators
approve, it would start on July 1, and Northeast Florida would be a staging area for the nationally watched experiment. […] A
poll of 1,000 Floridians released Friday found only 24 percent of voters approved of the governor’s idea. The poll was
conducted for Florida Insider, an Republican-leaning, Internet-based political journal.” The Palm Beach Post reported that
“If Medicaid privatization is going to be painful - and even supporters concede that there inevitably will be problems for some
recipients - Florida lawmakers correctly eased into it by starting the privatization program in only two of the state’s 67
counties. Thursday’s vote during last week’s special legislative session will affect about 210,000 Medicaid patients in Broward
and Duval counties - about 10 percent of the state’s poorest and neediest patients, and their families. Starting July 1, they will
begin moving into private, managed-care organizations and provider service networks. It is an unprecedented experiment, with
many uncertainties, so it is only sensible to work out the problems before subjecting the rest of the state’s 2.3
million Medicaid recipients to the complex new system. At the last minute, House Republicans attempted to sneak other
counties into the transition. The Senate was more cautious.” [Florida Times-Union, 12/3/05; Palm Beach Post, 12/13/05; HB
3B – Medicaid; Florida House of Representatives]
Rubio Voted for Medicaid to Include Vision Care for Adults. On May 2, 2005, Rubio voted for the bill that would
provide vision services to adult Medicaid recipients. An appropriation of $6 million is provided for Fiscal Year 2005-2006 to
fund these services. According to the Tampa Tribune, “ Adult Medicaid recipients would be able to get two pairs of eyeglasses
a year and repairs to their glasses under a bill approved Monday by a House committee. Vision services for adults used to be
covered by Medicaid, but the Legislature did away with it in 2003. With more money available to budget-writers, the House is
proposing to bring back the coverage starting in July. The measure sponsored by Rep. Joe Pickens, R-Palatka, includes more
than $6 million to pay for the added coverage.” [Tampa Tribune, 4/19/05; HB 1553 - Medicaid; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/18/05]
Rubio Voted to Change Medicaid Drug Program. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that makes a number of
changes to the Medicaid Program, which are necessary to implement the Medicaid funding decisions included in the House
Bill 1835. Specifically, the bill does the following: changes KidCare’s redetermination review period from 6 to 12 months;
establishes a hospitalist program; limits payment of certain drugs to one dose per month; and provides adult dental, vision and
hearing benefits effective January 1, 2005. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “Tucked into a catch-all House health care
bill poised for Senate passage is language that would significantly alter a preferred-drug-list plan that Bush quietly shepherded
through the 2001 legislative session. Under the present system, if pharmaceutical companies want their drugs on the preferred
list for Medicaid, they generally have to give a steep discount. If doctors want to prescribe a medicine not on the list for a
Medicaid patient, they need prior state approval. But companies have a way around discounts. They may pick up the tab for
other health programs to prevent or improve management of Medicaid patients’ diseases. They guarantee the preventive
programs save at least as much money as drug discounts. A short sentence in the bill would outlaw that option.” [St.
Petersburg Times, 4/25/04; HB 1843 – Health Care; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/26/04]
Rubio Voted for a Bill Implementing Medicaid Funding Cuts in the HB 1-C Spending Bill. On December 6, 2001,
Rubio voted for a bill that provided the statutory authority to implement Medicaid funding changes included in HB 1-C for
Health and Human Services Appropriations. Among other things the bill: eliminates adult coverage under the optional
Medically Needy program, caps the number of contracted Medicaid nursing home beds, eliminates optional Medicaid coverage
for adult dental, visual and hearing services, reduces state paid days for hospital inpatient services, and limits the
Pharmaceutical Expense Assistance Program to current enrollees. According to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, “programs that
could face cuts if the economy doesn’t improve include a Medicaid program that helps 19,000 Floridians who face catastrophic
illnesses or accidents. Another potential cut could affect more than 180,000 low-income residents who receive eyeglasses,
hearing aids and dentures from the state. A program that serves 93,000 aged and disabled Floridians, including providing them
with prescription drugs, would face a major cutback without new funding.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 12/07/01; H29-C –
Relating to Health Care Administration Agency; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 11/27/01]

Rubio Voted for Medicaid Changes. On December 6, 2001, Rubio voted for the bill that makes a number of changes
pertaining to the Medicaid program in the Agency for Health Care Administration. Specifically, the bill: eliminates the
requirement for Medicaid recipients to receive one-on-one counseling regarding choice among health care provider options,
eliminates the optional Medicaid Expansion Designated by SOBRA – Aged and Disabled Program, and eliminates adult
coverage under the optional Medically Needy program. The bill also provides for a cap on the number of contracted Medicaid
nursing home beds and eliminates optional Medicaid coverage for adult dental, visual and hearing services and reduces the
number of state paid days for hospital inpatient services. [HB 29 - Health Care Administration Agency; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 11/27/01]
Rubio Voted for Reducing Medicaid Eligibility for the Elderly and Pregnant Women. On April 3, 2001, Rubio voted
for a bill that would change Florida Medicaid laws to tighten the eligibility requirements for the elderly and pregnant women. It
would reduce eligibility for the elderly to people making 85% of poverty down from 90%. For pregnant women it would go
from 185% of the poverty line to 150%. [H1753 – Relating to Health Care Administration Agency; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/22/01]

Health Insurance
Rubio Voted for Expanding Healthcare Coverage for the Uninsured. On May 3, 2002, Rubio voted for the bill that
creates a pilot program to provide health care coverage, referred to as health flex plans, for uninsured persons who have a
family income equal to or less than 200 percent of the federal poverty level. According to the Orlando Sentinel, the bill would
“expand health coverage to thousands of uninsured Floridians by allowing low-cost health policies to be sold that don’t cover
mammograms, certain emergency-room care and dozens of other services that traditional insurance plans must cover.
Designed for working poor families, the so-called “health-flex” plans could be sold by a wide range of groups, including
private insurers, local governments, social service organizations and even churches. Unlike health maintenance organizations
and other insurance, these policies are exempt from most state regulations that protect consumers from being defrauded by
insurers. The idea is that the plans would be much cheaper, and could provide coverage for many people who can’t get
insurance now because they earn too much to qualify for Medicaid or their employer can’t afford to provide reasonably priced
coverage.” [Orlando Sentinel, 3/8/02; SB 46 - Healthcare/ Health Flex Plan; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/20/02]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Eliminating the Power of the Insurance Commissioner to Deny Rate Increases. On May 1,
2000, Rubio voted in favor of eliminating the power of the insurance commissioner to deny rate increases. The bill sets out in
statute, rather than administrative rule, standards to determine the reasonableness of rates. The bill requires the department to
disapprove or withdraw any previous approval of any individual accident and health insurance policy form if certain standards
are met which establish that premium rates are not excessive or inadequate. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “The
[insurance] industry did not, however, win its bid to take away the ability of the insurance commissioner to deny rate increases
that are not ‘viable’ to consumers.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/07/00; HB 0397 - Relating to Health Insurance Policy Forms;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 2/13/00]

Affordable Care Act
After The Affordable Care Act Was Upheld By The Supreme Court, Rubio Said The IRS Would Now “Come After”
Americans. “Sen. Marco Rubio said Thursday that the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold President Barack Obama’s health
care law means that the IRS will now ‘come after’ Americans. ‘I hope people back home fully understand what this means, and
here’s what this means: It is now unlawful for you not to buy health insurance, and if you do not buy it, you have an IRS
problem,’ the Florida Republican said on Fox News. ‘If you do not buy health insurance, the IRS is going to be on your back
and chasing you. They’re going to take away your refund, they’re going to increase your fees, they’re going to come after you.’
Rubio argued that millions of Americans will face being ‘out of compliance’ with the IRS for not having health insurance
coverage. ‘Somehow the Obama administration thinks that’s a victory,’ he said. ‘That’s everything you need to know about
that administration.’” [Politico, 6/29/12]
Rubio Blamed Stimulus And Affordable Care Act Law For August 2011 Unemployment Numbers. “Florida
Republican U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio weighed in on Friday on the news that the national unemployment rate remained at 9.1
percent in August -- the same as it was in July. ‘Today’s sobering jobs report, showing that no new jobs were created in

August, is another reminder of the seriousness of our economic crisis,’ said Rubio. ‘It should come as no surprise as to why we
are here. Two and half years ago, an $800 billion ‘stimulus’ bill passed with the promise of keeping unemployment below 8
percent, but new projections predict unemployment will stay above 8 percent until 2013. Almost two years ago, Democrats
rammed through a $2.6 trillion health-care spending law containing over $1 trillion in new tax hikes and penalties. This year
alone, over 50,000 pages of onerous regulations have been added to the books from agencies like the Environmental
Protection Agency and the National Labor Relations Board. ‘If we’re going to create jobs, we must empower job creators
through policies like pro-growth tax and regulatory reform, spending restraint, and by immediately ratifying the pending freetrade agreements,’ added Rubio.” [Sunshine News Blog, 9/2/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored The Protect Life Act. Rubio co-sponsored an Orrin Hatch (R-UT) bill that would ensure abortions
would not be covered under the Affordable Care Act. “A large group of Senators, including Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), Ranking
Member of the Senate Finance Committee, Tom Coburn (R-Okla.), Roy Blunt (R-Mo.), Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) and Kelly
Ayotte (R-N.H.), today introduced legislation, the Protect Life Act (S. 877), that would codify longstanding policy preventing
taxpayer funding of abortion and apply it to the partisan health law. “While we will continue the important work of fighting to
repeal ObamaCare, Senator Hatch’s bill is a common sense piece of legislation that clearly states that no taxpayer money
should be used to fund abortion as part of the new health care law,” said Rubio. [Targeted News Service, 5/4/11]
Rubio Supported The Repeal Of The Affordable Care Act. “As Florida Sen. Marco Rubio’s national profile continues to
rise, he’s escalating his criticism of President Barack Obama’s healthcare reform law. Rubio said on Tuesday that he’s backing
the efforts of U.S. Sen. Jim DeMint, R-S.C., to repeal the law, the Sunshine State News reported Wednesday. Rubio also
lashed out at a provision in the law that requires organizations file a 1099 tax form if they buy $600 or more from a business in
a given year. The Senate passed a bill Tuesday to repeal that portion of the law. ‘Obamacare is destroying jobs in the real
world, and I support its full repeal and replacement,’ Rubio said. ‘Repealing Obamacare’s 1099 provision will lift a significant
burden that has been placed on job creators.’” [Newsmax, 4/6/11]
Rubio Blasted Bush On Afghanistan And Healthcare Law At Town Hall Meeting. At a town hall in Collier County
Rubio said “small businesses are the backbone of the economy and that overregulation and the health care bill is killing them.
‘I want to repeal the health care bill - not because of President Obama, but because it’s killing the creation of jobs. I’m not
against Democrats, I’m just against bad ideas.’ On Afghanistan, Rubio “Blasted the Bush administration for dropping the ball
on Afghanistan and diverting attention to Iraq. After a recent trip to Afghanistan to meet the troops, Rubio said he believes
the nation’s goal of providing security and creating a functional government and judicial system is working. ‘There is progress
being made.’” [The News-Press, 2/5/11]
Rubio Voted To Repeal “ObamaCare.” “U.S. Senator Marco Rubio today issued the following statement following his vote
to repeal ObamaCare: “It’s important that we repeal and replace ObamaCare. The sooner we repeal it, the better because this
law is holding back job creation and threatening current coverage plans that people are satisfied with.”Today, when the first of
what I hope will be many opportunities to repeal ObamaCare arose, I joined all my Republican colleagues in seizing it.
Unfortunately, none of our Democrat colleagues agreed. I hope the Democrats will recognize the severe flaws of this policy
and eventually vote to repeal it. ‘In the meantime, I also have strong hopes that the recent legal rulings against the federal
health care law will ultimately result in its abolishment, so that we can then move on to the important work of replacing
ObamaCare with common sense reforms that will lower health care costs and get more Americans insured.’ [Rubio Press
Release, 2/2/11]
Rubio Voted For Repealing Health Care Law, Would Cost Americans Billions. On February 2, 2011, Rubio voted for a
motion to waive a budgetary point of order that would have repealed the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act,
legislation that overhauled our nation’s health care system. According to the Congressional Budget Office, it is estimated that
repealing the health care legislation would cost Americans $230 billion in ten years and would leave an additional 32 million
people without health insurance. [Roll Call 9, S 223, 02/02/2011; Congressional Quarterly Weekly; 2/5/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored The Health Care Repeal Bill. “Florida Senator Marco Rubio has signed on to a Senate bill to repeal
the new health care law in hopes of carrying out a Republican campaign pledge. ‘At a time when we need to be focused on
creating a pro-jobs environment in Florida and across the country, ObamaCare has only served to foster uncertainty for job
creators,’ Rubio said. ‘We need to start over with reforms that promote competition, empower patients with more options,
combat fraud and integrate the latest technologies for a system that better serves the patient.’” [Sun Sentinel, 1/26/11]
Rubio Supported The Extension Of The Bush Tax Cuts And The Repeal Of The Affordable Care Act. “Florida
senator-elect Marco Rubio, who already is developing a national profile, this weekend called for repeal of the disastrous new

health-care law and extension of Bush-era tax cuts. We will put forward bold ideas and have the courage to fight for them,
Rubio promised in the Republican weekly address, which is broadcast via radio nationwide. This means preventing a massive
tax increase scheduled to hit every American taxpayer at the end of the year, he said, referring to Bush tax cuts due to expire. It
means repealing and replacing the disastrous health care bill. It means simplifying our tax code, and tackling a debt that is
pushing us to the brink of our own Greece-like day of reckoning.” [Juice, 11/8/10]
Rubio Wanted To Repeal The Affordable Care Act. “One of the Republicans’ main objections to the health care law is
that it requires all Americans to carry health insurance. ‘Believing that the ends justified the means, Democrats proved there
was no price they weren’t willing to pay, even violating the U.S. Constitution through the imposition of an individual mandate
that forces Floridians to obtain insurance or be penalized,’ Marco Rubio, the Republican candidate for Senate, has said. Rubio
added that the nation needs a ‘a new generation of leaders committed to repealing it, and another to stop this unconstitutional
overreach from being forced on the states.’” [Sarasota Herald Tribune, 10/24/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Supported The Provisions Within The Affordable Care Act That Forced Insures To Cover PreExisting Conditions And Allowed People Up To 26 To Remain On Their Parents Healthcare. “Florida US Senate
candidate Marco Rubio, whose core tea-party base vehemently wants to repeal the Democrats health care law, made an
interesting admission recently: he supports Obamacare’s provision that forces insurers to cover pre-existing conditions and the
one that allows young adults on their parents plans till 26 but wants to scrap the individual mandate. Various Republicans have
hinted at a similar kind of partial repeal. Sounds nice, right? Keep the popular stuff, lose the unpleasant stuff. (Judging by
Rubio’s statement to NRO, he first wants to repeal the whole law and then pass a new bill with these two provisions, which is
odd but amounts to the same thing.) The problem is, that’s economically untenable in this case. A standalone ban on
disabilities discrimination sets off a spiral of rising costs where consumers are encouraged to purchase coverage only when
they get sick which, in turn, leaves insurance companies with a high-risk pool and forces them to raise prices.” [Sahil Kapur
True/Slant, 6/26/10]
Rubio Said That Democrats Believe In A “Guardian Class” As Obama Signed The Affordable Care Act Into Law.
“The massive health care overhaul bill signed Tuesday by President Obama shows Democrats believe in a ‘guardian class’
rather than free enterprise and individual liberty, Republican U.S. Senate candidate Marco Rubio told cheering Republicans.
Rubio, who leads Gov. Charlie Crist in GOP Senate primary polls, spoke to a sold-out Boca Raton Republican Club audience
of 350, many of whom paid $30 on top of their $35 dinner ticket to get their photos taken with Rubio. ‘I believe this country
is run by people who do not believe in the free enterprise system. And I believe this country is being run by too many people
who don’t buy into the concept of individual liberty,’ Rubio said. ‘They believe in a guardian class. And you need to look no
further than last Sunday night when basically the message to the American people was as follows: ‘We know you hate this
health care bill, we know you think it’s the craziest thing you’ve ever heard. But you don’t know what you’re talking about,
American people.’ Rubio said Democrats approved the health care bill because they believe ‘it’s good for you and we are going
to force it down your throat and one day when you, the American people, grow up, you will thank us for doing this to you.’”
[Palm Beach Post, 3/24/10]
Rubio Was Duped By A Bogus Medical Study That Stated 46 Percent Of Physicians Were Going To Leave The
Industry If The Affordable Care Act Passed. “Media Matters has done yeomans work debunking the myth of a New
England Journal of Medicine study that allegedly found 46 percent of physicians ready to leave medicine or try to leave
medicine if health care reform passes. The prestigious journal conducted no such study; the numbers were assembled from a
non-random study by The Medicus Firm. But perhaps because Investors Business Daily produced another slanted poll with a
similar number of doctors ready to quit, this meme has really taken off. One of those duped: Florida U.S. Senate candidate
Marco Rubio. Rubio actually writes his own tweets, by the way.” [Washington Independent, 3/18/10]
Rubio Signed The Club For Growth Repeal Affordable Care Act Pledge. “Republican U.S. Senate candidate Marco
Rubio today signed the Club for Growth’s new pledge to repeal the health care legislation headed for passage in the next few
weeks. ‘As a U.S. senator, I will sponsor and support legislation to repeal any federal health care takeover passed in 2010, and
replace it with real reforms that lower health care costs without growing government,’ Rubio said. For Rubio and others,
however, it could be a difficult pledge to uphold given the complexity of the legislation and other factors. But with major
provisions not expected to go into effect until 2014, there would be room to try, should the GOP gain control of the Senate.
We’ve asked the Crist campaign if they were offered the pledge. UPDATE: Club spokesman Mike Connolly said candidates
were not solicited and that word spread through Twitter and other means. He said he was not aware that Rubio, who has been
endorsed by the group, had been specifically asked. ‘We’d very much like to see Gov. Crist take it,’ Connolly said.” [St.
Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 1/14/10]

Rubio Said That The Affordable Care Act Would Raise Taxes, Premiums, Fees, And Cut Medicare. “Although Gov.
Charlie Crist still insists the $2.2 billion in new taxes and fees he signed into law last May to balance Florida’s budget were not
‘taxes’ at all, he is blasting the health-care bill steaming toward passage in Congress as a half-trillion-dollar new tax. Needless to
say, Rubio wasn’t keen on the health-care bill either, claiming it ‘will raise taxes on the American people, boost premiums and
fees, increase regulation, cut Medicare and put states on the financial hook for an expansion of Medicaid.’” [Orlando Sentinel,
12/27/09]
Rubio Op-Ed: Health Care Reform Should Promote Free-Market Competition. “What American health care needs
today are reforms that promote competition, empower patients with more high-quality health-care options, combat fraud and
integrate the latest technologies to make the system more efficient and the patient better informed. Any health-care bill should
reject a government-run public option. It should instead strive to make health care portable, make medical expenses taxdeductible, incentivize health-savings accounts and allow small businesses to band together through association health plans
that help them get the same discounts larger businesses have. Allowing people to buy insurance across state lines will also help
lower premiums by offering people more choices. We must insist on a bill that features medical-liability reform that will reduce
frivolous lawsuits. By not having to operate under the constant threat of lawsuit abuse, doctors will no longer feel forced to
order unnecessary tests and procedures that drive up wasteful health-care spending.” [Marco Rubio Orlando Sentinel,
12/3/09]

Cancer Funding
Rubio Endorsed The Lung Cancer Mortality Reduction Act. “Lung Cancer Alliance (LCA) commended Senators Bill
Nelson (D-FL) and Marco Rubio (R-FL) for endorsing the Lung Cancer Mortality Reduction Act, a bi-partisan bi-cameral bill
that establishes a multi-agency, comprehensive research program targeted at all aspects of lung cancer.” “Lung cancer
continues to claim the lives of more people in Florida and the United States than any other cancer,’ said Senator Rubio. ‘I am
committed to ensuring that a comprehensive plan of action is put in place to reduce the deadly impact of this disease.’ The bill
requires the Secretaries of Health and Human Services, Defense and Veterans Affairs to combine forces on a comprehensive,
coordinated plan of action to be presented to Congress for evaluation and funding.” [PR Newswire, 6/29/11]

Florida Health Choices
Florida Health Choices Plan, A Program Created By Rubio When He Was Speaker, Could Help Implement The
Affordable Care Act In Florida. According to The Ledger, “A fledgling state health insurance program could have an
unintended consequence for Republicans who created it: helping President Barack Obama implement his controversial health
care law in Florida. Florida Health Choices is scheduled to open in early 2012, nearly four years after lawmakers first approved
the plan and two years after Congress passed their own law. U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio helped create the program when he was
state House speaker. An expansion approved this year by lawmakers was applauded by Gov. Rick Scott. Both Florida
Republicans want to repeal ‘Obamacare.’ But before the state program can get on its feet, it might be consumed by the federal
health care law. At the center of the federal law are state insurance exchanges, web-based programs where businesses and
individuals can search, compare and buy health coverage. At its most basic, that is Florida Health Choices. Unlike the federal
law, Florida’s program is not open to individuals, does not offer any new tax breaks for businesses and does not require
insurers to offer minimum health benefits. But if the federal law is upheld in court, some say Florida Health Choices could
become the basis of an insurance exchange envisioned in the federal law.” [The Ledger, 10/14/11]
Florida Health Choices, A State Health Insurance Program Supported By That Passed In 2008, Had No Insurers Or
Businesses Signed Up As Of September 2009. “Florida Health Choices, pushed as a solution to the state’s high rate of
uninsured last year by Republican House leaders, still has no insurers or businesses signed up. That makes it even less
successful than the program created at the same time, Gov. Charlie Crist’s Cover Florida. At the end of July it had about 4,130
policies, while recent census data show the number of uninsured Floridians is 3.6 million. The results so far mean neither Crist
nor Marco Rubio, his opponent in the Republican primary for U.S. Senate, can use the state’s efforts on the uninsured as
campaign fodder. Rubio pushed the Health Choices plan as House Speaker. Before Florida Health Choices can even worry
about attracting insurers it needs a chief executive officer. Board member Becky Cherney of Orlando said a job posting this
summer brought 39 applicants.” [The Bradenton Herald, 9/17/09]

Rubio Has Often Criticized Crist’s Initiatives Before Voting For Them; Advocated For Florida Health Choices As
an Alternative To Crist’s Cover Florida, The Two Were Combined Upon Passage In 2008. “Crist’s opponent in the
Republican primary for Senate, former Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio, said Cover Florida’s ‘is window dressing, a
cosmetic solution.’ He compares the plan with Crist’s property tax cut and insurance proposals. ‘No one at the time took
Cover Florida seriously when it was passed.’ Rubio often criticized many of Crist’s initiatives before voting for them, and first
clashed with Crist over health insurance in 2008. As Crist pushed Cover Florida, Rubio advocated a rival concept to establish a
nonprofit company, Florida Health Choices Corp., that would act as a human resources department for small businesses and
offer them an array of health services. Under a compromise, the proposals were packaged together in legislation Crist signed.
Crist then took nine months to appoint the Florida Health Choices governing board, crippling the effort to get the program
quickly off the ground.” [St. Petersburg Times, 8/11/09]
Rubio Healthcare Initiative, Florida Health Choices, Was Aimed At Small Businesses And Would Set Up A “PublicPrivate Corporation That Would Act As A Human-Resources Department and A Virtual Marketplace For Health
Plans.” “Florida Gov. Charlie Crist signed a law that could slash health insurance costs for individuals and small-business
owners and help the state shed its record as a national laggard in health coverage. Speaking at the Ryder Trauma Center in
Miami on Wednesday, Crist called the bill the “crown jewel” of his healthcare efforts and said it will give the state the power to
negotiate on behalf of the 3.8 million Floridians living without insurance. The law comes in two phases: Crist’s proposal to ask
insurers to offer individuals stripped-down health policies for a lower price, and House Speaker Marco Rubio’s plan to set up a
public-private corporation that would act as a human-resources department and a virtual marketplace for health plans. Crist’s
‘Cover Florida’ plans could be available by January. The Rubio proposal -- aimed at small businesses -- will take longer because
the state has to set up the public-private corporation patterned after HealthyKids Corp., which offers healthcare to the
children of the working poor.” [The Miami Herald, 5/22/08]
Rubio Scaled Back His “Florida Health Choices” To Ensure It Did Not Over-Regulate And That It Had Consumer
Protection. “A health coverage plan for 3.8 million uninsured Floridians has stalled amid the down-to-the-wire politics of a
state lawmaking session where there has been too little money and trust to ensure its swift passage. Both Gov. Charlie Crist
and fellow Republican House Speaker Marco Rubio of West Miami have made the issue a top priority, though they now have
only four days left to reconcile basic differences in their plans that reflect basic differences in their styles: Crist’s “Cover
Florida” plan is simple and passed the Senate quietly and unanimously. It would offer individuals less-expensive health
insurance in return for less-expansive coverage. Rubio’s ‘Florida Health Choices’ plan is more complex and passed on a partyline vote last week after Democrats forced a marathon 16-hour parliamentary slowdown. The plan borrows Cover Florida
plans, and also creates a public-private corporation to act as both health-plan “marketplace” and as human-resources
department for businesses. Rubio and fellow House Republicans say they’ve scaled back their proposal, at Crist’s insistence, to
ensure it has more ‘consumer protections.’ But they fear that could lead to ‘over-regulation.’ Though a compromise product is
likely, Rubio is preparing to scuttle the legislation if Health Choices isn’t in the mix. That could gum-up the passage of other
high-priority health issues and will certainly mean Florida will remain the state with the third-highest rate of uninsured in the
nation.” [The Bradenton Herald, 4/29/08]

Health Care/Hospitals in Florida
Rubio Voted for Health Care Pricing System. On April 29, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that creates the “Health Care
Consumer’s Right to Information Act” to provide health care consumers with reliable and understandable information about
health care charges. The Orlando Business Journal reported that “hospitals and health care providers must provide itemized
estimates for non-emergency procedures and post average costs for common procedures and Medicare reimbursements on the
Florida Health Finder Web site.” [Orlando Business Journal, 5/12/08; CS/CS/SB 1488 – Health Care Consumer’s Right to
Information Act [SPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/14/08]
Rubio Accepted an All-Or-Nothing Deal Over Mandating Insurance For Autistic Children. “During the previous 15
months, sweeping proposals from House Republicans had been pared down and pruned back by the more moderate GOP
leaders in the Senate. And as recently as Tuesday, Rubio insisted history wouldn’t repeat itself in his last session. But on Friday,
the issue was insurance for autistic children, and Rubio couldn’t walk away from the latest all-or-nothing Senate offer. So he
took a page from the political playbook of Gov. Charlie Crist and accepted a ‘good first step.’ . ‘There are people out there
who depend on government who are going to be hurt by some of the decisions we’ve made,’ Rubio said. ‘We did the best we
could with the money we had.’ The budget dominated most of the legislature’s 60-day spring session. But it ended with the
first new mandate for health insurers in at least five years, Geller said. The final plan for autism insurance would require large

insurers to cover up to $36,000 a year in treatment. Rubio said it would help 14 percent of the state’s 10,000 children with
autism.” [Palm Beach Post, 5/4/08]
On The Last Day Of The 2008 Session, Rubio Accepted A Senate Plan For Autism Insurance, The Bill Did Not Pass
The House Earlier That Day. “Standing before a television outside the House chamber, lobbyists for the autism bill, many
of them parents of autistic children, burst into tears after watching Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, announce that the
House would approve a Senate proposal for autism insurance -- a proposal the House rejected earlier in the day. The
legislation will give insurance companies the chance to enter into a compact to provide at least $36,000 a year in coverage to
autistic children. The coverage will have a lifetime cap of $200,000. Experts have said that if autism is diagnosed early, a child
needs three to four years of therapy and then follow-up treatments. The House wanted to expand coverage to all children with
developmental disabilities and expand state programs, something the Senate refused to budge on because of costs. ‘I am
disappointed that we are not going to be able to put something together that accomplishes our goals,’ Rubio said just before
urging his colleagues to support the autism legislation as it was. ‘Pledge to each other today that we will not allow this issue to
end, that we will not forget the rest of the children that this does not cover.’” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 5/3/08]
Rubio Passed A $66.2 Billion Budget That Included $4 Million In Cuts To Schools And Medicaid. “Lawmakers
fulfilled their only constitutional mandate by passing a $66.2 billion balanced budget that reflected a spiraling economy and
plunging state revenues. It also reflected an election-year pledge by Republican leaders not to raise taxes and a staunch refusal
to go along with Democratic demands to close sales tax loopholes for special interests or dig deeper in state reserves, including
a $1.3 billion ‘rainy day’ fund set aside for emergencies. The result was more than $4 billion in budget cuts that mostly targeted
school children and Medicaid patients. The spending plan left most state workers, except for 1,500 state troopers, without a
pay raise. It also cut per-student spending in public schools by 1.8 percent and promises to sock community college and
university students with a 6 percent tuition increase. ‘The budget of the state of Florida was balanced, it was balanced without
raising taxes, without using gambling money, which was a priority of the House,’ Rubio declared after the ceremonial drop of a
handkerchief that signals the end of legislative sessions.” [The News-Press, 5/3/08]
Despite Budget Cutbacks In 2008, Several Earmarks Were Still Passed, Including Funding To The University Of
Miami Human Genome Project And Jackson Memorial Hospital. “‘Everywhere I go, people are convinced that
someone is stealing their money,’ says state House Speaker Marco Rubio, a Republican from West Miami. But Rubio contends
it’s simplistic to suggest that Miami-Dade is getting ‘run over by other parts of the state.’ He points out that many parts of
Florida’s budget are formula-driven -- that is, they go up and down because of population growth and other factors. ‘What has
hurt us is that other areas around the state are starting to look like us; we are competing with other urban areas,’ Rubio said.
TURKEYS’ ABOUND Still, some areas of spending are left purely to the whims of whatever lawmakers are in power. Top
legislative leaders have larded the budget with millions for medical schools, research institutes and other projects that are called
‘turkeys’ a Tallahassee term for pork. These are spending items that were not requested by state agencies, or the governor, yet
wound up in the state budget anyway. For example, Rubio himself last year helped push through $80 million for the University
of Miami human genomics institute. Even that impressive number doesn’t necessarily compare well to other parts of the state,
however. Here’s why: Along with the genomics money, Miami-Dade County collected turkeys for Jackson Memorial Hospital,
school-fund subsidies and other Legislature-generated spending -- enough to total $121.4 million, or about $50.59 for every
person in Miami-Dade. Farther north, St. Lucie County received $45.1 million in turkeys -- or about $180.36 a person.” [The
Miami Herald, 4/27/08]
In 2008, Rubio Bowed To Pressure And Used $300 Million From Reserves To Pay For Medicaid. “Bowing to
pressure, House and Senate budget negotiators used $300 million from reserves Wednesday to erase sharp cuts planned for a
pair of health programs serving 40,000 critically ill and elderly Floridians. The cash infusion keeps alive for another year the
state’s Medically Needy program and Medicaid Aged and Disabled coverage, which had been included in about $1 billion in
proposed cuts to health and human services programs. Even after adding the extra cash, lawmakers are carving deeply into
health and social programs and education to offset an expected $3 billion drop in tax collections caused by the slumping
economy.” [Orlando Sentinel, 4/24/08]
Rubio Threatened To Cut Funding To The University Of Miami Unless The University Promised To Maintain Its
Current Services At Jackson Memorial Hospital, The House Stripped $3.5 Million From The University Of Miami
And Gave It To Florida International University. “Upset about the University of Miami’s decision to buy its own hospital,
House Speaker Marco Rubio and other Miami-Dade Republicans are threatening to withhold state money that now goes to
UM’s medical school. The private school will lose nearly $5.5 million in the next year unless the university promises in writing
to maintain its current level of services to poor and uninsured patients treated at Jackson Memorial Hospital. House
Republicans have placed the provision deep inside the $65.1 billion budget they will take up on Wednesday. ‘The Department

of Education will not be able to disburse those dollars unless the University of Miami and Jackson has a partnership so that
UM can’t cut and run,’ said Rubio, a West Miami Republican. Last fall UM purchased Cedars Medical Center, a 560-bed
hospital, renamed it and said officials plan to spend millions to upgrade the facility. But the move has raised fears that UM will
soon steer paying patients away from JMH into its own hospital. The University of Miami, as the first medical school in
Florida to get accreditation, has regularly received taxpayer dollars from the state. Last year, state lawmakers set aside $12
million for UM’s medical school, including money for cancer research.” [The Miami Herald, 4/9/08]
Rubio’s 2008 Legislative Goals Were “A Property Tax Cap That Limits Taxes To 1.35 Percent Of The Value Of All
Property, A Constitutional Amendment To Impose A Spending Cap On State and Local Governments, Insurance
Reform That Move Away From The State-Subsidized System, And Expansion Of A Controversial Medicaid Reform
plan To Miami-Dade County.” “Rubio’s session priorities this year are again broad, ambitious and fiscally conservative. He
wants a property tax cap that limits taxes to 1.35 percent of the value of all property, a constitutional amendment to impose a
spending cap on state and local governments, insurance reforms that move away from the state-subsidized system, and
expansion of a controversial Medicaid reform plan to Miami-Dade county. But unlike last year, when Senate President Ken
Pruitt promised to work so closely with Rubio that the House would be the “architect of ideas” and the Senate “the master
builder,” this year Pruitt has signaled little willingness to endure more bruising fights over taxes or insurance reform. Rubio is
adamant, however, that Florida’s budget crisis is a wake-up call. Florida has become unaffordable, he says, and “it will be a
mistake to treat this year as any other year.” The 36-year-old West Miami Republican may be beginning his second year in
power with the same idealism of his first session, but it will have none of the fanfare. On opening day last year, Rubio gave
legislators copies of his ‘100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future,’ a book of ideas collected from grassroots forums around
the state. But it was one idea, lowering property taxes, that soon overshadowed everything. In the 60-day regular session and
two special sessions, Rubio pushed for deeper tax reforms than what were palatable to the Senate and Democrats. The Senate
not only rejected his proposals, it finally handed the House a take-it-or-leave-it deal and went home. Rubio voted for it Amendment 1 - but privately antagonized Senate leadership when he refused to campaign for its passage and spoke at
Republican gatherings around the state saying he was unsatisfied with it.” [The Bradenton Herald, 3/3/08]
Editorial The Stuart News: Rubio Agreed To $790 In Proposed Cuts Behind Closed Doors, Included $138 Million
For Public Schools And $138 Million For Hospitals. “Legislative leaders’ use of closed-door meetings runs counter to
principle of open government. While it’s doubtful Florida legislative leaders ever resort to such cloak-and-dagger language,
they’ve sure been employing a cloak-and-dagger method. Far too much of the people’s business is being conducted in secret -far removed from the scrutiny of taxpayers and the media, as well as a majority of legislators. Here’s how it works. House
Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, and Senate President Ken Pruitt, R-Port St. Lucie, and their lieutenants meet behind
closed doors and hammer out agendas and agreements in advance of a special session. In many cases, key issues are resolved
even before fellow lawmakers have had an opportunity to discuss, debate and vote on them. Legislative leaders rationalize the
secretive deal-making process as a way to streamline the session. Unfortunately, the practice flies in the face of Florida’s stated
and constitutional commitment to open government. Only days before the special session that convened Wednesday, Rubio
and Pruitt agreed to $790 million in proposed budget cuts, including $138 million for public schools and $185 million for
hospitals. [Editorial Stuart News, 10/10/07]
The Rubio Backed Budget Cuts Included $500 Million On Healthcare Spending, $400 Million On Public Schools,
Community Colleges, And State Universities. On the budget that was passed during the October special session, “Here’s
what has been agreed to by both the House and Senate: A 5 percent tuition hike in January for all community college and
university students. Crist, who earlier this year vetoed a tuition hike, hinted Friday he might support it this time around.
Cutting healthcare spending by nearly $500 million, including more than $200 million worth of cuts to hospitals and roughly
$160 million in cuts for nursing homes. Lawmakers are reducing the reimbursement rate they pay healthcare providers to treat
Medicaid patients. More than $400 million worth of cuts to public schools, community colleges and state universities -although the biggest item on the chopping block is $147 million for teacher merit pay, a program that many school districts
have been reluctant to implement. About $93 million in cuts to courts and the prison system, including slicing money now
used to pay for substance abuse programs for prisoners. More than 500 state jobs will be eliminated, many of them currently
vacant. But the total includes 50 empty positions in the Florida Highway Patrol, which says it needs more money for trooper
raises in order to recruit people.” [The Miami Herald, 10/6/07]
Tallahassee Democrat Editorial: Despite Budget Cuts To Public Institutions, The University of Miami Which Is In
Rubio’s District Received $12.5 Million For Its Medical School And $80 Million To Establish A Human Genome
Project. “What really hurts the Legislature’s credibility is that certain items are untouchables and not even being discussed for
delay or reductions. Specifically, while Florida’s 11 public universities are being asked to find $188 million in cuts, the
University of Miami, a private 11,000-student school in Mr. Rubio’s political district, is in line to get not only $12.5 million in

annually recurring money for its medical school, but also $80 million that is tucked into the general government budget to
establish a new program at UM called the Institute of Human Genomics. This is almost criminal in a year in which two new
medical schools, one at Florida International and the other at the University of Central Florida, are zeroed out in the proposed
budget cutbacks - that’s $10.2 million they won’t get - even though the schools are already under way, with deans hired and
faculty lined up.” [Editorial Tallahassee Democrat, 9/23/07]
Despite Cutting $459 Million From The State Budget, Crist Still Authorized $20 Million For Jackson Memorial
Hospital- Which Was A Top Rubio Priority. “If the hundreds of millions in pet projects state lawmakers tucked into the
budget were a test of how far they could push the new governor, the response was sharp Thursday: Not far. Gov. Charlie
Crist, striking back at legislators who refused to pay for many of his top priorities, axed a record $459 million from the state
budget, which takes effect July 1. Crist did give some leeway to items sought by top legislative leaders such as Pruitt and House
Speaker Marco Rubio. Crist left intact $20 million for Jackson Memorial Hospital that was a top priority for Rubio and did not
touch more than $40 million to help Florida Atlantic University take over the troubled Harbor Branch Oceanographic
Institution. ‘They are leaders in the legislative branch, and they don’t ask for things unless they think they are very, very
important,’ Crist said. ‘I tried to honor that.’” [The Miami Herald, 5/25/07]
Rubio’s Miami-Dade County Secured $47.1 Million In The 2007 Budget. “Rubio’s home Miami-Dade County had
‘turkey’ labels attached to $47.1 million in spending, much of it stemming from a $20 million allocation to Jackson Memorial
Hospital to assist with the care of uninsured and poor residents. Other hospitals didn’t get such aid, TaxWatch said. ‘I didn’t
push any of them,’ Rubio said Tuesday, when told of Miami-Dade’s lengthy list. ‘I quite frankly am not familiar with most of
them.’ He also noted that many of the earmarks criticized by TaxWatch are for health and social programs, or as Rubio put it,
“the kind of thing that legislators would get attacked on if we didn’t fund them.’ House Speaker Marco Rubio’s home, MiamiDade County: Total: $47.1 million, includes: Jackson Memorial Hospital indigent care, $20 million St. Thomas University
science building, $6 million Coral Gables trolley depot, $100,000 Bay of Pigs Museum, $100,000 YMCA of Greater Miami,
$725,000.” [Orlando Sentinel, 5/23/07]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio’s Influence Was Able To Secure Nearly $49 Million In Pork Barrel Spending
Also Known As “Turkeys” For Miami-Dade County. “It turns out that 2007 was a particularly sneaky year. TaxWatch
identified 507 turkeys totaling $267-million, the third longest list in the 24 years the group has kept tabs. ‘The turkeys reveal
the culture that political might makes right,’ said TaxWatch president Dominic Calabro. ‘The most influential members get
what they want, whether it’s meritorious or been properly reviewed.’ Just ask House Speaker Marco Rubio, the chief critic of
local government spending. In February, he wrote a memo warning that tight budget constraints could eliminate all “member
projects.” But TaxWatch identified 116 turkeys worth $49-million tied to Miami-Dade, Rubio’s home county. And that list did
not include an $800,000 line item under ‘legislative initiatives to reduce and prevent juvenile crime” that will pay for artificial
turf on football fields operated by the South Florida Sports League. Rubio, a former league board member, plays adult flag
football there. For Rubio to cover his ballfield with state-financed artificial turf speaks to a certain schizophrenia in this year’s
pork. Many, if not most, of the projects that lawmakers tucked into the budget are aimed at helping their hometowns. There’s
the $2-million for a civic center in rural Wakulla, the $500,000 for a shooting range in Indian River, $1.3-million for a
streetscape in Fort Lauderdale, $10,000 for the “purple heart” monument in Dunedin. In other words, lawmakers would hand
out goodies to the same cities and counties that House Majority Leader Marty Bowen recently accused of ‘rampant waste we
all know exists.’” [St. Petersburg Times Editorial, 5/23/07]
In Rubio’s Opening Speech Of the 2007 Regular Session Was Mostly About Property Taxes, Did Mention
Education And Children’s Health Care. “Rubio’s 10-minute speech detailed his plans for the next two months. On
education, Rubio said he wanted to do away with Sunshine State Standards and replace it with ‘a world-class curriculum.’ He
said all students should graduate certified in a career or prepared to attend college. Rubio said it is the legislature’s “obligation”
to help the state’s most vulnerable children learn by addressing unstable homes, dangerous neighborhoods and limited access
to health care. ‘It doesn’t matter how good their curriculum is, how small their class size is or how much their teacher makes,’
Rubio said. ‘A child with three strikes against him is going to struggle to learn and to progress unless you address those three
strikes.’ Rubio said global warming, dependence on foreign oil sources and capitalism have created opportunities
“unimaginable just a few short years ago.’ ‘Today Florida has the opportunity to pursue bold energy policies, not just because
they’re good for our environment but because people can actually make money in doing it,” Rubio said. But Rubio
acknowledged much of the next 60 days would be spent debating the best way to lower property taxes. ‘Runaway property
taxes threaten the standard of living of millions and millions of Floridians,’ he said. ‘We must pass meaningful, comprehensive
and immediate tax relief this session.’” [Palm Beach Post, 3/7/07]

Rubio Killed A Prescription Drug Database Bill Over A Colleagues Vote Against Reforming Miami-Dad’s Charter.
“A senator’s change of heart over supporting the controversial Miami-Dade government reorganization bill may have cost him
-- and Gov. Jeb Bush -- a prized effort to crack down on prescription drug abuse. In the waning moments of the recent special
session, Sen. Locke Burt, R-Ormond Beach, cast a deciding vote against Miami Republican Rep. Carlos Lacasa’s bid to revamp
Miami-Dade government. Lacasa said he had Burt’s word he’d support the measure; Burt said there was no deal. Minutes later,
Burt, engaged in a three-way contest for the Republican nomination for state attorney general, walked onto the House floor to
check progress of his bill to set up a database to track prescription drug abuse. Lacasa’s ally, Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, who
said he was waffling on whether to withdraw an amendment that would sink the bill, asked Burt how he voted on the MiamiDade issue. When Burt told him, Rubio refused to withdraw the amendment. ‘When I found out he broke his word, it made
the choice easy,’ Rubio said. The bill was tabled. But Burt said he didn’t commit to voting for the Miami-Dade bill and decided
to vote against it after listening to the contentious floor debate, led by Alex Diaz de la Portilla, R-Miami. “I think it’s
unfortunate that Marco killed a bill that was supported by the governor, the Florida Medical Association and the Board of
Medicine, over a local bill,” Burt said” [The Miami Herald, 5/20/02]
Rubio Supported Medical Injury Claims Reform. “Medical mistakes at a state health clinic when she was under 2 years old
left Minouche Noel unable to control her legs and bladder.Now almost 14, the Broward County teenager has endured more
than a decade of court battles, and her struggle continues as a quest for an $8.5 million damage settlement with the state is
mired in politics and lobbying in the Legislature. The Noel family’s plight and dozens of similar personal-injury cases have
raised new questions about an old problem: The difficulty victims have getting their claims paid by the Legislature even when
the government has clearly been shown to be at least partially at fault. Many have turned to lobbyists, who take a cut of the
claim settlement, to help them get justice. Some lawmakers say the process is capricious, emotional, politicized and subject to
abuse. They ask whether victims or their lobbyists profit the most. ‘There are too many middlemen snagging a share of the tax
dollars,’ said state Sen. Steve Wise, a Jacksonville Republican who traditionally votes against all claims bills. ‘These claims-bill
lobbyists are getting too big of a cut ... the whole thing is arbitrary ... How am I supposed to pick and choose which person is
deserving?’ Even supporters of the system, such as Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, chairman of the House committee where
claims are heard, sees need for reform. ‘I’ve often thought that this [claims bill] process is too politicized,’ Rubio said, ‘where
hiring the right lobbyists is more important than having the right claim.’ [Sun-Sentinel, 2/3/02]
Rubio’s HMO Reform Bill Sought To Ensure That Out-Of-State Doctors Who Deny Care For A Florida Resident
Must Receive Permission From A Florida Board. “When a health maintenance organization denies care recommended by
a patient’s doctor, a Florida physician must sign off on the rejection, according to a bill passed Wednesday by the House
Committee on Insurance. Now, state law lets an out-of-state doctor deny care recommended by a patient’s doctor. The
proposal pits HMOs against doctors. Lobbyists for Blue Cross and Blue Shield, Aetna, Cigna, United Health Care and other
HMOs oppose the bill (HB 159). They say the requirement would add burdensome bureaucracy to an industry that’s already
heavily regulated. But the Florida Medical Association says the bill would boost accountability for doctors who inappropriately
deny care. The Minnesota medical board, for instance, might not take action against a doctor who rejected treatment for a
Florida patient, but the Florida board might, said Francesca Plendl, the FMA’s director of governmental affairs. “If an
inappropriate decision is made, the doctor needs to be held accountable to the Florida Board of Medicine,” Plendl said. Last
year, legislators approved a measure that said only a doctor - not an HMO accountant or clerk - can reject care. But the law
didn’t specify that a Florida doctor must make the decision. Insurance Commissioner Tom Gallagher said Wednesday that he
supports the measure, sponsored by Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami. The House committee approved the bill 12-2. ‘The purpose
of this bill is not to punish HMOs,’ Rubio said. ‘It’s to protect patients.’” [Palm Beach Post, 3/8/01]

HIV/AIDS
AIDS Healthcare Foundation Applauded Rubio’s Proposal to End AIDS Drug Crisis; Reallocate Funds From
‘Administrative Overhead.’ “AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF) today commended United States Senator Marco Rubio
(R, FL) for urging the Obama administration to swiftly act to address the growing crisis facing the nation’s AIDS Drug
Assistance Program (ADAP), the network of federal and state funded programs that provide life-saving HIV treatments to
low income, uninsured, and underinsured individuals living with HIV/AIDS nationwide. Currently, over 9,000 people in 13
states are on ADAP waiting lists for access to lifesaving medicines, including more than 3,700 in Rubio’s home state of
Florida, which also has the third highest AIDS rate in the nation. In addition, thousands more have been dropped or entirely
shut out from the programs as more states permanently restrict eligibility. Senator Rubio sent a letter to Health and Human
Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius in which he proposed reallocating funds from ‘administrative overhead’ and asked her to,

‘…use your existing authority to transfer sufficient funds to ADAP programs, targeting those states with waiting lists or severe
program restrictions.’” [Business Wire, 8/811]

Medicare
Rubio Co-Sponsored The Medicare Common Access Card Act of 2011. A bipartisan coalition of lawmakers has
introduced legislation designed to save $30 billion annually by creating a smartcard system for Medicare beneficiaries and
health care providers, InformationWeek reports. Sens. Mark Kirk (R-Ill.), Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) and Ron Wyden (D-Ore.)
introduced the measure (S 1551) in the Senate, while Reps. Earl Blumenauer (D-Ore.), Jim Gerlach (R-Pa.) and John Shimkus
(R-Ill.) introduced the House’s version (HR 2925) (Versel, InformationWeek, 9/20). he legislation -- titled, “Medicare Common
Access Card Act of 2011” -- is structured after the Department of Defense’s Common Access Cards, which feature a bar
code, integrated chip and magnetic stripe (Roman, GovInfoSecurity, 9/15). The legislation would require a two-step plan to
develop and implement the program. Under the first phase of the plan, the HHS secretary would set up a smartcard pilot
program in specific regions to boost the quality of care and the accuracy of Medicare billing, and reduce the likelihood of
identity theft and waste, fraud and abuse. Under the second phase, officials would consider the viability of expanding the
program and implementing the smartcard technology nationwide (KTVZ, 9/14). If successful, the legislation would authorize
the distribution of these smartcards to all Medicare beneficiaries. [iHealthBeat, 9/21/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored Legislation That Aimed To Combat Fraud And Abuse Within The Medicare System By
Instituting “Smartcard” Technology. “To combat a reported $60 billion lost to waste, fraud and abuse within the Medicare
system, Sens. Mark Kirk (R-IL), Ron Wyden (D-OR), Marco Rubio (R-FL) and Reps. Jim Gerlach (R-PA-06), Earl
Blumenauer (D-OR-03) and John Shimkus (R-IL-19) introduced legislation Wednesday to use existing “smart card”
technology to protect seniors. Similar to the 20 million “Common Access Cards” issued by the Department of Defense, the
new Medicare Common Access Card Act of 2011, S. 1551, would establish a pilot program to develop a secure Medicare card
using smart card technology to protect seniors personal information, prevent fraud and speed payment to doctors and
hospitals. According to a Government Accountability Office report, fraudulent Medicare claims robbed taxpayers of \$48
billion in 2010.” [KTVZ, 9/14/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Bill That Would Establish A Smart Card Pilot Program. “S. 1551. A bill to establish a smart
card pilot program under the Medicare program; to the Committee on Finance. By Mr. KIRK (for himself…Mr. RUBIO)…S.
1551 Mr. KIRK. Mr. President, I am pleased to stand here today and introduce the Medicare Common Access Card Act of
2011 with my colleague from Oregon, Senator RON WYDEN. Every year, at least $60 billion in the Medicare program is
attributed to waste, fraud, and abuse in the Medicare program.” [Marco Rubio CR 151, 9/13/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Was Wrong To Say That Entitlement Programs Has “Weakened Us As A People.” Merton Bernstein
writes that, “Senator Marco condemns entitlement programs that help meet the hazards to income and health we all face,
claiming that “these programs weakened us as a people.” We strayed, he says, from a former better time when “ If someone
was sick in your family [or]a neighbor met misfortune, you took care of them. You saved for your retirement ...because you
had to...” But, he notes regretfully, “ it [became] no longer necessary to worry about savings for security because that was
government’s job.” Senator Rubio, caring for a family member takes more than tender loving care. A premature infant needs
more than affectionate swaddling. Cancer requires more than hot or cold compresses lovingly administered. Saving for
retirement, illness or disablement takes more than a New Year’s resolution. Social Security and Medicare are not
“government” doing that “for” us; they are Americans using the political process as Lincoln envisaged to meet common
unmet needs. Such prudent measures do not sap our character. They make the private enterprise system work better. After the
widespread failure of private retirement plans and the shriveling of private savings plans, Social Security has become more vital
than ever to American families, not just seniors.” [Merton Bernstein Political Machine Blog Newsmax, 9/6/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio Was Wrong In Regards To Social Security’s Solvency; Promoted To Reform Medicare. Dean Baker of
the Center of Economic and Policy Research stated that many of Rubio’s assumptions about Social Security speech at the
Reagan Library were “incorrect, but, fortunately, there is little cause for concern. For instance, he mentioned that his mother
has paid into the Social Security system, and it would be difficult to tell her she was being kicked off the program. However,
he then said of his generation “that if we want there to be a Social Security and a Medicare when we retire, and if we want
America as we know it to continue when we retire, then we must accept and begin to make changes to those programs now,
for us. Protecting benefits of people currently receiving benefits from these programs is commendable. However, the assertion
that Social Security will not be there by the time Rubio is eligible is simply wrong. Congressional Budget Office projections

show that the program will be able to pay full benefits through the year 2038. If the projections prove accurate, and Congress
never makes any changes to the program, then Social Security is projected to be able to pay slightly more than 80 percent of
scheduled benefits in subsequent years. This means that Rubio would be able to anticipate a benefit of $40,645 in 2038 and at
least $32,516 in subsequent years (both in today’s dollars). The senator also implied that the ratio of workers to beneficiaries
has drastically shifted from a 16-to-1 ratio when the program began to a 2-to-1 ratio in the near future. In actuality, 50 years
ago there were just five workers for every retiree.” [Dean Baker Tampa Tribune, 8/29/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio Was A Hypocrite Wrong About Entitlements. “Rubio has called himself an example of the American
Dream. I would say that he’s an example of what is wrong with our Republic. The junior Senator from Florida’s rise financially
coincided with his ascent to the Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives where he was a go-to guy first for Governor
Jeb Bush, then for the growing cabal of GOP bigwigs who began to dislike the policies of Governor Crist. Once appointed
Speaker, he took a high-paying job with a high-powered lobbying firm and lived a leveraged, debt-dependent lifestyle quite at
odds with his spendthrift rhetoric. Rubio has done all of the usual sleazy politician moves. He’s misused his state GOP credit
card for personal expenses. He set up a ‘not-for-profit’ PAC that was ostensibly to raise money for other candidates, but
according to the Miami Herald, he spent nearly every dime it took in on ‘travel expenses’, and there were a few more miscues
like taking donations before it was approved by the state and failing to disclose $34,000 in expenses. Rubio told us this week
that the government ‘crowded out the institutions that did these things in our society’ and that it’s ‘no longer necessary to keep
saving for security because that was the government’s job.’ Can someone with a law degree really be that dumb? Does Senator
Rubio not understand how many elderly Americans were living in undignified squalor prior to Social Security? Does he not
realize what a remarkable success the program has been in terms of reducing poverty among seniors? Rubio says they were
‘destined to fail from the start.’ Does he lack the historical perspective or education to understand the 1983 changes to SSI
that allowed the government to turn new dollars contributed into new dollars in debt? The Congressional Pension pays a
FULL retirement after just five years! Does it not make every American’s blood boil that someone who will likely walk away
with a near six-figure ‘pension’ would make such remarks???” [Dennis Maley The Bradenton Times, 8/28/11]
Rubio Has Changed Tune With Regards To Medicare, Has Stated In The Past That ‘America Needs Medicare.’ In
the Regan speech “Rubio denounced entitlement programs such as Medicare for having “weakened” the American people.
Instead, he harkened back to the days when “our communities, our families, and our homes, and our churches and our
synagogues” took care of people. Media Matters’ sidearm, PoliticalCorrection.org, points out that Rubio wasn’t singing this
tune just a few months ago. Back in May he had the following to say on the subject of Medicare: ‘America needs Medicare. We
need it to continue without any benefit reductions for those like my mother currently in the system. And we need it to survive
for my generation and my children’s generation.’” [Talking Points Memo, 8/25/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio Did Not Present A “Better Alternative” To A Publicly Financed Welfare State. In an Op-Ed by Conor
Friedersdorf of The Atlantic stated: Rubio “doesn’t offer an alternative. Here is what he says we should do: double down on the
free enterprise system; embrace a simpler tax code; reform the regulatory state; invest in infrastructure; empower people to
enter the work force; understand that the goal of public policy should be growth. Okay. I’d vote for a guy who ran on that
platform. But it is center-right boilerplate. What Republican disagrees? Rubio finally says that he believes in a safety net,
including Social Security and Medicare (though reformed in some unspecified way that makes them solvent). But aren’t those
the kinds of programs that were weakening America earlier in his speech? What does Rubio want to do? Nothing very specific,
insofar as I can tell. He’s young, so there’s time yet for him to do better. But evaluating him based on this speech, I don’t see
what all the fuss is about.” [Conor Friedersdorf, The Atlantic, 8/24/11]
Red State Contributor Took Aim At Rubio For Defending Entitlements. “During the podcast, Sen. Rubio said that the
reason why we need to enact these urgent spending reforms, and to defeat Obamacare, was so that we can save the
entitlement programs like Medicare, Social Security, and Medicaid. ‘We want to save Medicare and Social Security,’ said Rubio.
‘We don’t want to get rid of them. We want to save these programs.’ Is this really the state of the art for conservative thought
in America today? That we are engaged in a fight for the future of the country… so that we can preserve entitlement
programs? Sen. Rubio, I’m sorry but I do want to get rid of those programs. I’m willing to entertain the notion that in the
short-term, we have to reform the entitlements simply to avoid bankruptcy, and that politically, eliminating Medicare, Social
Security, and Medicaid is a non-starter. And half a loaf is better than none at all.” Column Red State Blog, 8/16/11]
Rubio Was One Of Thirty Senate Co-Sponsors That Would Have Ensured Social Security Benefits, Active-Duty
Military Pay, And Public Debt Be Paid Off If The United States Defaulted. Rubio’s “a co-sponsor, along with 30 other
Republican senators, of legislation that would ensure Social Security benefits, active-duty military pay and publicly held debt
get paid before anything else if the U.S. defaults. Rubio intends to vote against the Reid plan. ‘If all we do is raise the debt
limit, it will also be catastrophic,’ Rubio said in March, shortly after taking office. ‘The message it will send to the world is that

America, this new Congress, this leadership, this president are not serious about tackling these issues and what that will do is
drive money out of the country and ultimately we’re going to see bankruptcy.’ Unlike previous debt-ceiling votes, the politics
of tea party-backed conservatives such as Rubio have made it far more difficult for House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, to
marshal the votes for raising the debt ceiling once again.” [The Miami Herald, 7/28/11]
Rubio Stated That Obama Was ‘Irresponsible’ When He Claimed That Social Security Checks Were Not
Guaranteed If The U.S. Defaults. “A group of House and Senate Republicans, including Rep. Steve Southerland of Panama
City and Sen. Marco Rubio of West Miami, unveiled legislation Tuesday that calls for paying interest on the debt, Social
Security and active-duty military salaries first…’The president’s recent claims that there are now no guarantees for Social
Security recipients or for armed services members beyond Aug. 2 are both irresponsible and completely avoidable.’ Rubio
said.” [Florida Today, 7/27/11]
Rubio Defended Vote To Support The Ryan Plan, Said Medicare “Was Broke.” “Facing a backlash from senior-citizen
advocates, Florida Senator Marco Rubio defended his vote on Wednesday for a budget plan that would transform Medicare
into a voucher-like system and increase out-of-pocket costs for future retirees. Rubio and fellow Republicans noted that the
plan would not cut benefits for current retirees and those now 55 or older. ‘But Medicare is going bankrupt’ he said on
Thursday. ‘Anyone who says it is not is simply lying. And anyone who is in favor of doing nothing to deal with this fact is in
favor of bankrupting it.’ [Sun-Sentinel, 5/26/11]
Rubio Wrote In The Miami Herald That Medicare Was “Going Bankrupt.” In The Miami Herald Rubio wrote: “America
needs Medicare. We need it to continue without any benefit reductions for those like my mother currently in the system. And
we need it to survive for my generation and my children’s generation. But Medicare is going bankrupt. Anyone who says it is
not is simply lying. And anyone who is in favor of doing nothing to deal with this fact is in favor of bankrupting it. Medicare
will go broke in as little as nine years. No one likes this news, but it is the undeniable truth. And the sooner we begin to deal
with it, the better off we are all going to be. My goals are simple. First, I will not support any plan that changes Medicare for
people like my mother who are currently on the plan. We cannot ask seniors to go out and get a job to pay for their healthcare.
Second, any solution must solve the problem. We need to save Medicare, not simply delay its bankruptcy. And third, any
solution cannot hurt economic growth. At a time of high unemployment, Americans cannot afford to pay more taxes.” [Marco
Rubio The Miami Herald, 5/25/11]
Rubio Called On Obama To Overhaul Medicare. Overhauling Medicare is crucial to solving the country’s debt problem,
Sen. Marco Rubio told President Barack Obama Thursday. Rubio, who was among Republican senators meeting with Obama,
called the White House meeting ‘constructive’ and said the president’s reaction to his presentation was ‘polite.’ But Rubio said
the country’s major problems will be solved only with presidential leadership, and he’s still waiting for Obama to lead on the
Medicare issue. ‘Any time somebody comes up with an idea, they get beat up over it,” said Rubio, R-West Miami. “What I said
to the president was that it was a major issue and America only decides major issues when our presidents lead.’ Rubio and
other Republicans want significant spending cuts in exchange for a higher debt limit. Rubio said dealing with Medicare is key,
despite the political risks. The program’s trustees project it will become insolvent by 2029. ‘I want it to exist when I retire and
when my children retire. But I also don’t want it to bankrupt our country,’ Rubio said. ‘We’ve got to deal with it.’” [Gannett
News Service, 5/12/11]
Rubio Supported To Revamp Medicare, Supported The Ryan Plan. “Florida Senator Marco Rubio on Tuesday said he
favored a proposed restructuring of Medicare to try to save the program and rein in government spending. The Medicare
revamp proposed by House Budget Chairman Paul Ryan has been set aside during high-level negotiations between the Obama
administration and congressional leaders. Many Republicans got an earful from constituents on this subject during a recent
congressional break. The Ryan budget plan, passed by the House last month, would not affect those now 55 and older but
would increase out-of-pocket costs for the typical Medicare patient of the future by more than $6,000 a year. Rubio said he still
supports the Ryan plan. He said the message from constituents was that they wanted to ‘save Medicare.’” [Sun-Sentinel,
5/10/11]
PolitiFact: Rubio Was “Barley True” When He Stated That Those Who For The Affordable Care Act Also Voted To
Cut $500 Billion From Medicare. While Rubio was on Meet The Press he claimed that the Affordable Care Act cut $500
Billion towards Medicare. “So back to the question. Was Rubio accurate in stating that those who voted for the federal health
care law, in essence, voted to cut Medicare? To his credit, during his interview, Rubio did state that the cuts would be spread
out over the next 10 years, instead of making it seem like the money would come out of the current-year budget. However,
Rubio still identifies those who voted for the federal health care law as those who voted to ‘cut Medicare,’ without noting that
spending on the program is still expected to increase. The vote taken by Congress was not to cut Medicare but to reduce the

rate of growth by $500 billion by targeting inefficiencies in the program. That’s a cost-reduction plan that Ryan himself kept
intact in his own budget proposal. Republicans, meanwhile, voted for a budget plan that envisions spending less on Medicare
in the future to restore fiscal balance to the federal budget and reduce the deficit. Both parties have voted -- at different times
and on different proposals -- to reduce future spending for Medicare. We rate Rubio’s claim Barely True.” [PolitiFact St.
Petersburg Times, 5/10/11]
Rubio Stated That “Anywhere Between Five And The Next Twelve Years, Medicare As We Know It Will Go
Bankrupt.” On Meet The Press, Rubio said: “‘I mean, anytime -- anywhere between five and the next 12 years, Medicare as
we know it will go bankrupt,’ Rubio said. ‘And all the people that are out there attacking the Ryan plan, my question is, ‘Where
is your plan?’ ‘Introduce your plan. Because if your plan is to keep Medicare the way it is, then your plan is bankruptcy, and
that doesn’t work for anybody.’” [UPI, 5/1/11]
Rubio Was Adamant In His Support For A Balanced Budget Amendment, Incorporating Tax Reform, Cuts To
Discretionary Spending, And Entitlement Reform. “Freshman Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., told “Fox News Sunday” the
Obama administration wasn’t responding to the spiraling national debt and Republicans are adamant about incorporating tax
reform, cuts to discretionary spending, a balanced budget amendment and entitlement reform. Rubio said the political
wrangling that could shut down government late Friday was based on short-term patches, such as extending the country’s debt
limit. ‘If all we do is go in there in three, four weeks or in a couple of months and extend the debt limit again and do nothing
else, the world’s going to look at us and say America and its political leadership is not serious about dealing with this incredible
issue and the fact that their government continues to spend money it doesn’t have.’” [UPI, 4/3/11]
Rubio Promised That He Would Not Vote To Raise The Debt Ceiling Unless The Obama Administration Was
Serious About Restraining Spending And Revising Entitlement Programs. “Rubio, a rising Republican, stressed that any
change to Social Security should not impact current retirees or Americans 55 and older. He called for unspecified gradual
reforms spread over decades to preserve Social Security and Medicare for younger generations. In Rubio’s campaign, he said
he would not vote to raise the debt ceiling next month unless Congress and the Obama administration show they are serious
about restraining spending and revising “entitlement programs” such as Social Security and Medicare.” [Orlando Sentinel,
3/31/11]
In A Wall Street Journal Op-Ed, Rubio Called For Spending Cuts, Balance Budget Amendment, And Entitlement
Reform. In The Wall Street Journal, Rubio writes: “will vote to defeat an increase in the debt limit unless it is the last one we
ever authorize and is accompanied by a plan for fundamental tax reform, an overhaul of our regulatory structure, a cut to
discretionary spending, a balanced-budget amendment, and reforms to save Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid. No
changes should be made to Medicare and Social Security for people who are currently in the system, like my mother. But
people decades away from retirement, like me, must accept that reforms are necessary if we want Social Security and Medicare
to exist at all by the time we are eligible for them. Finally, instead of simply raising the debt limit, we should reassure job
creators by setting a firm statutory cap on our public debt-to-GDP ratio. A comprehensive plan would wind down our debt to
sustainable levels of approximately 60% within a decade and no more than half of the economy shortly thereafter. If Congress
fails to meet these debt targets, automatic across-the-board spending reductions should be triggered to close the gap. These
public debt caps could go in tandem with a Constitutional balanced budget amendment. Some say we will go into default if we
don’t increase the debt limit. But if we simply raise it once again, without a real plan to bring spending under control and get
our economy growing, America faces the very real danger of a catastrophic economic crisis.” I know that by writing this, I am
inviting political attack. When I proposed reforms to Social Security during my campaign, my opponent spent millions on
attack ads designed to frighten seniors. But demagoguery is the last refuge of the spineless politician willing to do anything to
win the next election. [Rubio, The Wall Street Journal, 3/30/11]
Rubio Criticized Obama For Not Demonstrating Leadership on Entitlement Reform. “The GOP lamentation is now
Obama’s inaction. As Paul Ryan told ABC News in mid-February in response to the Obama budget, ‘I was actually hoping for
some sincere presidential leadership’ on bringing down the deficit, he is not leading.’ Rising GOP Senate star Marco Rubio of
Florida has lately been taking the next rhetorical step. It’s essential to act now on entitlements, he told a Washington audience,
while reforms can still be put in place without harming those who now depend on the programs or are about to. Rubio also
expressed his doubts about the ability of Congress alone to solve the problems: ‘Entitlement reform requires presidential
leadership.’ Maybe that’s a plea for Obama to get involved in the issue. Maybe it’s also an interesting preview of the line of
attack Republicans want to adopt if he doesn’t: Barack Obama, Do-Nothing President. [The Weekly Standard, 3/14/11]
Rubio Claimed That Obama Was Absent During The Budget Debate; Said That The Economy Has To Grow And
Entitlements Need To Be Addressed For The Debt To Be Reduced. “‘Here’s what’s missing in all of this, and I don’t

mean to be overly partisan,’ Rubio says. ‘The President is absolutely absent from this debate. He is nowhere to be found. He
refuses to engage.’ Obama has said throughout his political career that he was unafraid of making difficult decisions and would
fully address the country’s issues. But, ‘he has completely disengaged from this issue. He assigned Joe Biden to negotiate it for
him, and then sent Joe Biden to Russia,’ Rubio says. Two developments are necessary to ease the government’s $14 trillion
debt burden, he says. First, ‘The economy has to grow, and jobs have to be created.’ That will lead to higher tax revenue,
Rubio says. ‘Jobs are a big solution to a lot of these problems.” But regulation, high taxes and uncertainty about the debt
currently stand in the way of job creation, he says. Second, the government has to address entitlements - Medicare, Medicaid
and Social Security, which account for about 70 percent of the problem, Rubio says. ‘Those programs are going bankrupt.
Doing nothing about them isn’t an option.’” [Newsmax, 3/10/11]
Rubio Voted For A Bill That Would Have Cut Federal Spending For the Rest Of Fiscal 2011 by $61 Billion; Bill
Contained Eliminating Funds For The EPA To Enforce New Water-Pollution Regulations. “Florida’s senators split in
a vote Wednesday on legislation passed by the House that would cut $61 billion in federal spending for the rest of fiscal 2011.
Republican Marco Rubio voted for the bill and Democrat Bill Nelson voted against it. The final tally was 44 votes in favor of
the bill and 56 against. The proposal required 60 votes to pass, under a Senate agreement. It’s uncertain now how the
Republican House and Democratic Senate will resolve their dispute over how much to spend through Sept. 30. A short-term
spending bill expires March 18. Rubio called the spending cuts in the House bill ‘a drop in the bucket’ compared to the
country’s $14 trillion in debt, but a step in the right direction. He supported a provision to eliminate money that would allow
the Environmental Protection Agency to enforce new water-pollution regulations that are contentious in Florida. Rubio said
entitlement spending, which the legislation didn’t address, also must be reduced. ‘While reducing discretionary spending is an
important goal, Washington is devoting a disproportionate amount of time to a tiny slice of the budget while ignoring the fact
that continued inaction on saving Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid is bankrupting our country,’ Rubio said.”
[Tallahassee Democrat, 3/10/11]
Rubio Said That As Currently Structured Medicare and Social Security Are “Unsustainable.” “‘Florida’s biggest
Republican star, U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, returned to the state Capitol Wednesday to give a pep talk to the House Republican
caucus and warn that the American dream is in danger of drowning in debt. ‘The math is straightforward. The federal
government this year, in order to operate, will have to borrow one-and-a-half trillion dollars -- trillion dollars,’ Rubio said.
‘Medicare and Social Security as they currently are structured, is unsustainable,’ he said to applause. ‘They will bankrupt
themselves and ultimately bankrupt our country.’ But despite his calls for bipartisan solutions, Rubio gave no specifics and
offered standard party-line fare to reduce spending and not raise taxes. ‘Apart from all the ideological rhetoric,’ he said, “an
increase in taxes will destroy the ability of our economy to grow, which will mean less revenue to government. It’s a vicious
cycle. They’re starting to doubt about our ability to pay our debt back.’” [The Bradenton Herald, 2/24/11]
Rubio Stated That The Solution To The Nation’s Debt Problem Was To Look At Entitlement Spending. “Rubio said
the solution must address entitlement programs such as Social Security, and that President Barack Obama should offer
initiatives on changing the program. ‘You can cut all the discretionary spending, the defense budget ... I’m here to tell you that
even that is not enough,’ he said.” [Tampa Tribune, 2/13/11]

Medical Malpractice
Rubio Voted for $8.5 Million Settlement in Malpractice Lawsuit. On April 24, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that would
compensate the Noels for injuries & damages sustained due to negligence of Children’s Medical Services of former
Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services (DHRS). According to the Orlando Sentinel, “Minouche Noel’s family
should have no problem buying a house with hallways wide enough for her wheelchair, now that the Florida Legislature has
approved an $8.5 million settlement awarded years ago in a malpractice lawsuit. [...] bill approving the settlement a Broward
County jury awarded Noel and her parents in 1999, a decade after a botched spinal surgery at a state clinic left her paralyzed.
The measure now goes to Gov. Charlie Crist. The law caps claims against government agencies at $200,000 unless the
Legislature approves the higher amount. The bill seeking that approval for Noel’s award failed in several previous legislative
sessions.” [Orlando Sentinel, 5/4/07; CS/CS/HB 593 – Relief/Minouche Noel, Jean Noel & Flora Noel/DOH; Florida
House of Representatives, 3/4/07]
Rubio Voted for Allowing Teaching Hospitals to Take Sole Responsibility for Malpractice Suits. On May 2, 2005,
Rubio voted for a bill that encourages Florida teaching hospitals to implement an array of patient protection measures that are
prescribed in statute in order to allow them to assume enterprise liability. The bill also provides authority for affected hospitals

and medical staffs to enter into enterprise agreements to share relevant expenses (insurance premiums) and to assure
accountability of individual physicians. [HB 1621 – Medical Malpractice Insurance; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 4/27/05]
Rubio Voted to “Hide Malpractice” Reports from Public Records Requests. On April 28, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill
that exempts records of medical errors from the public record. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “The measure means
the public cannot get the name of any doctor, nurse or other health care worker mentioned in an incident report. Existing law
already keeps a patient’s name secret.” [CS/SB 702 Patient Safety Data/Pub. Rec.; St. Petersburg Times, 4/29/04]
Rubio Voted to Compensate Family for Hospital Negligence. On March 18, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that provides
an appropriation to compensate the Haiders for injuries and damages sustained as a result of the negligence of the South
Broward Hospital District. Mr. Haider was a 45 year-old man with a history of diabetes and hypertension, who was seen by
several physicians for headaches, dizziness, and limb weakness. After collapsing and multiple health problems he was seen
multiple times by the same hospital. The physician who reviewed the MRI failed to obtain an arteriogram or appreciate
indications of a giant aneurysm as opposed to a mass or tumor. Dr. Rodriguez, an employee of the South Broward Hospital
District, performed an initial surgery and treated the mass as a tumor. Dr. Rodriguez admitted that during surgery he
discovered that the claimant did not have a tumor, but an aneurysm. A second surgery performed to repair the aneurysm was
conducted without the proper preparation for an arterial graft, which was ultimately needed. As a result of the deviation from
the standard of care, Mr. Haider was significantly neurologically impaired and remained in a permanent, vegetative state until
his death on January 1, 2004. [HB 929 – Relief of Cindy Haider, Alan Haider, Max Haider, Jonathan Haider, and Jessica
Haider by the South Broward Hospital District; Florida House of Representatives, 3/5/04]
Rubio Voted for Exempting Medical Malpractice Insurance Files from Public Record Requests. On July 10, 2003,
Rubio voted for exempting underwriting, related files, and meetings from the state’s Health Care Professional Liability
Insurance Facility from public records requests and open meeting laws. [HB 11C – Public Records and Public Meetings
Exemption for the Health Care Professional Liability Insurance Facility; Florida House of Representatives]
Rubio Voted for a Controversial Medical Malpractice Reform Bill. On July 10, 2003, Rubio voted for a medical
malpractice reform bill that would cap non-economic damages for pain and suffering that could be awarded by juries for
medical malpractice. The bill would also return “excess profits” made by insurers to policyholders. According to the Orlando
Sentinel, “as a second special legislative session on malpractice fizzled out Monday, one thing became clear: Despite all the
angst, physicians’ insurance rates are unlikely to fall any time soon and may continue to rise -- no matter what legislation
ultimately becomes law. Insurance executives, lawmakers and doctors have resigned themselves to the possibility that the
problem of skyrocketing malpractice premiums won’t get solved, at least in the short term. Gov. Jeb Bush said Monday that he
will call lawmakers back Aug. 5 for an unprecedented third special session on the issue. ‘I think the insurance companies can
easily say it [a medical-malpractice law] didn’t make a darn bit of difference,’ said Senate President Jim King, R-Jacksonville.
Last week, members of his chamber heard sworn testimony from experts in hopes of finding a way to rein in premiums.
Under bills being considered by the House and Senate, the best-case scenario for beleaguered physicians may be that rates
level off at their current lofty levels, or merely rise at a slower pace than they have in recent years, according to people on all
sides of the medical-malpractice debate. Some doctors now acknowledge that they may have to suffer through more rate
increases, even if they get a controversial cap on pain-and-suffering awards in malpractice cases. Disagreement over the cap’s
amount is largely responsible for the legislative stalemate.” [HB 15C – Medical Incidents; Orlando Sentinel, 07/22/03]
Rubio Voted to Cap Pain and Suffering Damages for Malpractice Victims at $500,000. On August 13, 2003, Rubio
voted for a bill that, “caps court awards at $500,000 for pain, suffering and other noneconomic damages, but offers exceptions
in the worst medical mistakes, such as those that leave patients unable to bear children,” according to Florida Today. “Multiple
victims could get more money with multiple suits against the doctor and the facility. But no group of victims could win more
than $2.5 million. Economic damages, such as for lost wages or medical care, wouldn’t be capped.” [CS/SB 2D – Medical
Incidents; Florida Today, 8/14/03]
Rubio Voted to Cap Pain and Suffering Damages for Malpractice Victims at $250,000. On June 18, 2003, Rubio voted
for a bill that places “a strict $250,000 limit on how much victims can collect in compensation for pain and suffering and other
noneconomic damages. The measure also includes broad lawsuit immunity for doctors, nurses and other health care workers
in emergency rooms, limiting their liability to $100,000,” according to the Associated Press. [2003 HB 63B – Medical
Incidents; Associated Press State and Local Wire, 6/18/03]

Rubio Voted Against Compensating the Family of Man whose Brain was Damaged Due to Negligence. On April 6,
2000, Rubio voted against the bill that provides for relief of Clarice Holland, individually as surviving spouse of Sidney
Holland, Jr. The bill compensates for losses sustained as result of negligence of South Broward Hospital District. After Sidney
Holland had brain surgery it was revealed that the surgeon had permanently clipped the middle cerebral artery which fed a
significant portion of Mr. Holland’s healthy brain. He fell into a coma and vegetative state which continued until his death in
1998. [HB 1555 - Relief to Clarice Holland; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 1/13/00]
Rubio Voted Against Paying Damages to Woman Given Permanent Brain Damage Due to Negligence. On April 6,
2000, Rubio voted against the bill that provides for relief of Elizabeth Menendez. The bill compensates her for injuries &
damages sustained as result of negligence of Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Department. The County Sheriff’s officers were
involved in a high-speed pursuit of a vehicle with speeds reaching 100 miles per hour. Elizabeth Menendez, a 22-year old
senior at Florida Atlantic University, was attempting to make a left hand turn, when her car was struck by the vehicle being
pursued by the sheriff’s department for running a red light. As a result of the accident, Elizabeth Menendez has suffered
permanent brain damage; has no short-term memory; requires 24-hour supervision; has permanent fixtures in her back and
right arm; and will require medical care for the balance of her lifetime. [HB 1553 - Relief to Elizabeth Menendez; Florida
House of Representatives, 1/13/00]
Rubio Voted Against Paying Damages to Man Given Permanent Brain Damage Due to Negligence. On April 6,
2000, Rubio voted against the bill that provides relief of Earl Spencer & his children, Sheryl Spencer, Zico Spencer, Kimberly
Spencer, Djaniela Spencer, & Jamaria Spencer. The bill compensates them for personal injuries suffered due to negligence of
City of Fort Lauderdale. Earl Spencer was involved in an automobile accident with an unmarked police vehicle operated by
Detective Ghalib Carmichael, an undercover agent for the City of Ft. Lauderdale. At impact, Detective Carmichael’s speed was
estimated to be at least 11 mph higher than the posted speed limit of 45 mph. The detective was not responding to an
emergency at the time of the accident. As a result of the crash, Mr. Spencer suffered a severe closed head injury and was in a
comatose state for approximately 3 months. After recovery from the coma, Mr. Spencer was left with severe brain damage
which has permanently confined him to a wheelchair. He is unable to care for himself in any way and currently lives with his
mother. Mr. Spencer is 39 years old. 75 percent of the claim bill proceeds will be distributed to an Irrevocable Special Needs
Trust established for Mr. Spencer. The remaining 25 percent will go in equal parts to Mr. Spencer’s five children. [HB 2277 Relief to Earl Spencer; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 1/13/00]

Other
As A Legislator, Rubio Received State Paid Premium-Free Insurance And Never Proposed To Scale Back Benefits
To Save Tax Dollars. “Crist’s Republican rival for the U.S. Senate, former House Speaker Marco Rubio, also opposes the
health care legislation in Congress. He received premium-free insurance during his eight years in the Legislature and never
proposed scaling back benefits to save tax dollars. Rubio declined to comment for this story. ‘I definitely think it’s
hypocritical,’ said Laura Goodhue, executive director of Florida CHAIN, which backs the Medicaid reforms. ‘State legislators
always have other priorities, but we’re talking about health insurance for pregnant women, poor children and people who are
disabled.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 12/1/09]
As Speaker Rubio Did Not Allow A Mental Health Parity Bill Come To The Floor, In 2008 A Watered-Down Bill
Was Past. “The economy is in recession and the budget outlook is bleak. Could 2009 turn out to be state Rep. Ed Homan’s
lucky year anyway? In 2007, the exasperated Tampa lawmaker lashed out at Rubio, his chamber’s former speaker, for refusing
to let the mental health parity bill come to a vote despite its 91 co-sponsors and approval by two committees. Homan
suggested that Rubio’s brother, then a Blue Cross Blue Shield lobbyist, was using his influence to block the bill. Speaker Rubio
- no fan of business regulation in general - denied that his brother had anything to do with it. In 2008, Rubio’s last year as
speaker, the House passed Homan’s bill in such a watered-down form that he said it was hardly worth approving. The
toothless bill, which Homan said was rewritten by insurance lobbyists, never came to a vote in the Senate.” [Tampa Tribune,
1/1/09]

HOMELAND SECURITY
Guantanamo
Rubio Co-Sponsored The “Detaining Terrorists To Secure America Act”; Act Would Kepp Guantanamo Bay
Facility Open. “U.S. Senators Kelly Ayotte (R-NH), Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Joseph I. Lieberman (I-CT), Saxby Chambliss
(R-GA), Scott Brown (R-MA) and Marco Rubio (R-FL) today introduced the Detaining Terrorists To Secure America Act (S.
944) legislation that would keep open the Guantanamo Bay terrorist detention facility. With questions remaining about where
America would detain high-value terrorists it captures as well as lingering uncertainty about Guantanamos future this
bipartisan bill addresses the urgent need to designate a single secure facility for the detention and interrogation of current and
future terrorists.” [State News Service, 5/11/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Bill To Keep Guantanamo Bay Open, Detaining Terrorists To Secure America Act Of 2011.
“By Ms. AYOTTE (for herself…Mr. Rubio...) S. 944. A bill to reaffirm the authority of the Department of Defense to
maintain United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as a location for the detention of unprivileged enemy
belligerents held by the Department of Defense, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Armed Services.” [Marco Rubio
CR Article 145, 5/11/11]

Other
Op-Ed: Rubio Said That Building A Mosque At Ground Zero Was Not The “Right Thing To Do.” “Marco Rubio, a
candidate for the U.S. Senate, gave a valid answer: The Muslims have a legal right to build there, but it’s not “the right thing to
do” because it upsets some family and friends of 9/11 victims.” [Mark O’Brien Pensacola News Journal, 8/22/10]
Rubio Was Against Legislation That Would Have Given Police Special Powers To Detain Witnesses. “In yet another
sign of a deeply divided legislature, a House anti-terrorism committee decided Monday not to give state police sweeping new
powers to detain witnesses or suspend public records laws. The House Select Committee on Security voted unanimously to
postpone one of the most controversial measures (HB-109B) - giving police the power to detain a material witness for up to
four days in terrorism investigations. A companion (SB-78B) is expected to pass the full Senate today. Rep. Marco Rubio, RMiami, said the detention bill is particularly unsettling to his Cuban-American constituents who still bear painful memories of
President Fidel Castro’s security police and oppressive regime. ‘It’s a delicate balancing act that we walk here,’ Rubio said.”
[Palm Beach Post, 10/30/01]

HOUSING
Affordable Housing
Rubio Voted to Provide $516 Million For Affordable Housing Assistance. On May 4, 2006, Rubio voted for a bill that
“locked in the number they’ll spend helping Floridians find homes they can afford at $516 million and the House sent the
measure to Gov. Jeb Bush. The bill (HB 1363) includes $50 million for down payment assistance and loans directed at middleincome workers struggling to find affordable homes where they work, $30 million to help poor Floridians, $60 million for
hurricane rental recovery, $15 million for farmworker hurricane recovery, and $7 million for homeless programs,” according to
the Associated Press. [HB 1363 – Affordable Housing; Associated Press State and Local Wire, 5/4/06]

Homeowner’s Insurance
Op-Ed: Rubio Was A Major Supporter Of State Funded Catastrophic Insurance Funds That Became Insolvent After
The Financial Crisis. Mary Kissel wrote, “When former Florida Gov. Charlie Crist pushed to expand his state’s catastrophic
insurance funds in 2007, one of his strongest backers was Marco Rubio, who at the time was a state legislator. Now that the
funds are in fiscal trouble and a new governor, Rick Scott, is pushing to reform them, has Mr. Rubio -- a well-known fiscal
conservative now serving in the U.S. Senate -- changed his tune? It’s a pertinent question given Mr. Rubio’s prominent
involvement in the expansion of the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund, a reinsurer, and Citizens Property Insurance Corp.
As speaker of the Florida House of Representatives, he ignored warnings that expanding the two taxpayer-backed funds would
expose Floridians to fiscal risks when a big storm (or a series of small storms) hit. He also allowed state Senate Democrats
considerable influence over the legislative process and then demoted the two Republican committee heads, Don Brown and
Dennis Ross, who voted against the measure.” [Mary Kissel, The Wall Street Journal, 12/15/11]
Rubio Bashed Crist Over Cap And Trade, Property Insurance, And Immigration, Even Though he Supported These
Measures In The Past. “Rubio voted for some of the same measures for which he now criticizes Crist. - He criticizes the
governor for expanding Citizens Property Insurance Corp., Florida’s government-run property insurer, though he voted to do
just that. “The bill had a lot of other things in it that were good for Florida,” Rubio said. - He bashes Crist for pushing a capand-trade program to lower greenhouse emissions, but Rubio voted for the bill that specifically declared that the Legislature
wants the state to pursue market-based strategies such as cap-and-trade. Rubio notes the bill placed legislative controls on the
governor’s environmental agenda, but Jerry Karnas of the Environmental Defense Fund called Rubio’s recent cap-and-trade
rhetoric a ‘total reversal’ from his position as House speaker. ‘He seemed much more moderate, more forward-thinking,”
agreed Susan Glickman of the Natural Resources Defense Council. ‘There’s definitely some posturing going on now.’ - Rubio
has criticized Crist for seeking a gambling accord with the Seminole Tribe of Florida. But a House speaker can kill any
legislation he wishes, and Rubio stood by as his chamber pursued the largest expansion of gambling in more than 15 years.
(And he took some industry contributions, though he said it had no influence.) ‘I voted against the bills that ultimately passed.
... There are limits to what a speaker can and should do,’ said Rubio, whose top deputy and close friend Rep. David Rivera
went on to run a campaign to expand gambling in Miami-Dade County. - As a candidate, Rubio talks about securing the
nation’s borders and says he does not support amnesty for the millions of illegal immigrants already in the country. But as the
first Cuban-American speaker of the Florida House, he came across as more moderate and understanding of the nuances of
the issue. During Rubio’s final year as speaker, at least six bills intended to crack down on illegal immigrants. Not one made it
to a vote.” [St. Petersburg Times, 11/8/09]
Rubio Blamed Crist’s Failure To Tackle Property Taxes And Homeowner’s Insurance In 2007 For Florida’s
Economic Condition In 2008. “Facing monumental budget blues, Florida’s lawmakers could not even agree on the depth of
the problem as they kicked off a 60-day session with discord and rancor. Gov. Charlie Crist said during his State of the State
address Tuesday evening that Florida’s economy still “ranks ahead of most nations of the world,’ and ‘we set a model at which
others can marvel. ‘But House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, could barely hide his disappointment in Crist’s first-year
pushes to cut property taxes and insurance, saying the state’s critical real estate market ‘is in collapse.’ ‘Last year, our state
failed to confront and solve the economic problems before us in a meaningful way,’ said Rubio. ‘And now, we are facing the
consequences. Unless we act boldly, our economy will continue to be worse than the national economy.’” [Sarasota HeraldTribune, 3/5/08]

Rubio Criticized Crist’s Property Tax And Homeowner’s Insurance Plans But Voted For Them Anyway. “That has
left conservatives in the Florida House as his most outspoken critics. House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, sued Crist
over the governor’s decision to allow the Seminole Indians to expand gambling at their casinos. And Rubio has criticized
Crist’s property tax cutting plan as well as the governor’s push to deepen the state’s role in property matters, despite voting for
the moves.” Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 12/30/07]
The Stuart News Editorial: The Property Insurance Legislation Passed In January 2007 Failed; The June
2007Property Tax Proposal Would Adversely Impact Local Governments. “Thorough research needed before lawmakers
propose major changes to state tax structureLess than a week before a special session on Florida tax reform, no one had
numbers on the effects legislative proposals would have on local taxpayers or governments. This is reckless. Only recently has
the public learned just how thorough their representatives are when it comes to making major decisions: * Congress members,
now presidential candidates, admit they never read the full intelligence report before voting to attack Iraq.* Floridians have yet
to see homeowners insurance discounts promised by back-slapping lawmakers in January after a special session. Instead, the
state, through its own taxpayer-backed Citizens insurance, has accepted insurance liabilities that could lead to financial
armageddon, and non-renew notices are becoming routine. The unintended consequences of lawmakers -- in both parties -who don’t do their homework has been tragic. And less than a week before a special session on Florida tax reform, no one had
numbers on the effects legislative proposals would have on local taxpayers or governments. This is reckless. It is a way for
lawmakers, primarily Gov. Charlie Crist and House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, to pound their chests and claim
they’re going to hammer tax-and-spend local governments into submission. All the while, Crist, Rubio & Co. don’t talk about
the unfounded mandates they’ve passed to local governments or the 7.2 percent property tax increases they have required for
local school boards to pass along.” [The Stuart News Editorial, 6/10/07]
The Miami Herald Editorial: Rubio Should Be Commended For His Work On Property Insurance As He
“Admirably Wrestled” The Issue In A Bi-Partisan Fashion, Work Remained Incomplete. “After years of pro-insurer
bills and painful rate hikes for homeowners, Florida legislators finally have delivered consumer protections and price relief for
insurance-weary homeowners. Credit Gov. Charlie Crist for calling the special session on property insurance and demanding,
down to the wire, that legislators deliver. They did, and Floridians insured by private firms will reap the biggest rewards -- a
projected average savings of 22 percent. This good turn is a dramatic turn-around from where we were a year ago. Legislative
leaders, particularly House Speaker Marco Rubio and Senate President Ken Pruitt, admirably wrestled with tough insurance
issues in a bipartisan manner. They also were willing to compromise. But their job isn’t finished. As Mr. Rubio says, the only
way Florida can permanently reduce insurance costs is to reduce hurricane losses, which means that properties must be made
stronger. An effective My Safe Florida Home program, with an additional $100 million in federal funds, should pay off in
lowered future storm damages and insurance claims. Ditto for ending the Panhandle exemption to the state building code.
Strengthening the code should be on the regular session agenda.” [The Miami Herald Editorial, 1/24/07]
Jason Garcia Op-Ed: Property Insurance Debate Highlighted Rift Between Crist And Rubio. “Gov. Charlie Crist is
expected this week to sign a far-reaching plan designed to lower insurance rates, a package that many around the Capitol credit
the new governor with driving through the Republican-controlled Legislature. But Crist was unable to get as much as he
wanted out of lawmakers in a weeklong session that signaled rising tension between him and fellow Republicans in the Florida
House -- including an eleventh-hour standoff with House Speaker Marco Rubio that briefly threatened to derail the entire
package. ‘I think the strain comes in when you have strong conservatives like me in the House . . . versus this [Crist’s] more
populist tone. I kind of get nervous -- how long can we all be warm and friendly?’ said Rep. Dennis Baxley, R-Ocala, one of
Rubio’s top deputies. ‘I think we will have a balancing responsibility with some of the populist themes.’” [Jason Garcia
Orlando Sentinel, 1/24/07]
Rubio Supported The Final Compromise Version Of The Property Insurance Bill During The January 2007 Special
Session. The property insurance bill’s “The greatest consumer relief comes from a doubling of the Florida Hurricane
Catastrophe Fund, the state program that sells backup coverage to insurance companies themselves. The Cat Fund’s rates are
cheaper than what’s available to companies on the private market, and those savings are to be passed on to consumers. If
those losses come and the Cat Fund runs out of money, it is able to add up to a 10 percent extra charge on every auto, home
and business insurance policy in the state. The legislation’s $35 billion increase in Florida-backed debt results in uneven rate
cuts, some as high as 30 percent. The savings for customers of Florida’s largest insurer, the state-run Citizens Property
Insurance, proved most elusive. House members rejected a Senate push to use $390 million in tax revenues to buy a 10
percent rate cut for Citizens policyholders. That left politicians Sunday evening declaring Citizens’ rates would go down, but
by 4 percent in immediate cuts. The remainder consisted of savings in rate hikes that don’t happen. The bill cancels a series of
rate increases that amounted to 75 percent on average statewide for Citizens 1.3 million policyholders.” [Florida Today,
1/22/07]

Rubio Took Out A Provision Of The Property Insurance Bill After Crist Threatened to Veto It. “Gov. Charlie Crist
today threatened to veto the insurance reform bill crafted this weekend because of a provision that would force Citizens
Property Insurance customers to switch to private carriers that charge rates up to 25 percent higher. ‘This is a deal breaker,’
Crist said, according to sources who heard him express his displeasure. ‘This doesn’t make Citizens more competitive.’ House
Speaker Marco Rubio confirmed that House and Senate leaders decided this morning to retool the conference report on the
insurance bills to accommodate Crist’s concerns. And that decision has delayed the final printing on the conference report and
now means a final vote on the bill won’t come until later this afternoon. ‘We’re taking it out right now,’ Rubio said this
afternoon ‘Citizens customers get to keep Citizens. It’s their choice.’” [The Miami Herald, 1/22/07]
Rubio Called On Democrats To Help Pass The Property Insurance Bill. “It was a sight unseen in recent history: Top
Democrats and Republicans pouring out of a secret meeting where they put ideology aside to fix a major state crisis and stick
it to one of the state’s most powerful lobbies. Just a day into the special lawmaking session to lower hurricane-insurance rates,
Democrats were not only given a seat at the table in House Speaker Marco Rubio’s office, they got the same briefings and the
same statistics and the same sense of power. And armed with that information -- which is power itself in the Capitol -Democrats have helped craft some of the most innovative solutions. The unprecedented bipartisan cooperation is born of
political necessity: The insurance package cobbled together last year by the Republican-led Legislature was a dismal failure.
Insurance rates rose. Companies continued to leave the state. And Republicans paid dearly this election.” [The Miami Herald,
1/21/07]
During The Property Insurance January 2007 Special Session Rubio Disagreed With The Senate Crist On Allowing
The State-Run Citizens Property Insurance More Freedom; The House Bill Deferred From The Senate Bill. “With
unanimous votes masking a “cross your fingers” future, lawmakers trudged toward a revolutionary expansion of the state’s
involvement in the property insurance business Wednesday. None of the 160 lawmakers in the House or Senate voted against
the complex plans that will likely reduce property insurance rates in the near future, but will also put the state in a precarious
position of paying billions if major storms hit the state. House and Senate leaders will now meet to hash out differences for a
final vote by the scheduled end of this special session on Monday. Most of the differences are technical, but others centering
on how deeply the state should get into the insurance business are more complex. The Senate and Gov. Charlie Crist want to
allow state-run Citizens Property Insurance more freedom to sell policies around the state, including profitable areas like fire
and theft that would allow Citizens to make money and offset its current debt. The House has only agreed with the Senate to
freeze Citizens’ rates, repeal pending rate increases and repeal the law requiring Citizens to have rates higher than private
insurers. House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, said that Citizens was only intended to be the insurer of last resort for a
few Floridians, not the largest insurer in the state that it has become. And Citizens’ previous problems in paying claims,
dubious business practices and lackluster customer service make expanding the business a hard sell in the House. ‘If you
believe that the model you have is a broken one, how can you add on to it?’ Rubio asked. The other major difference centers
on the state’s Catastrophic Fund, a pool of money filled by all property insurance customers that is used to pay insurers during
times of major storm damage and losses. [The Ledger, 1/18/07]
In An Op-Ed, Rubio Supported Relief For Both Insurance And Property Taxes. Rubio: “We are going to advance
innovative ideas in order to make home insurance more fair and bring back our private insurance market for more
competition and consumer choice. Perhaps the most significant change would be to allow the state to sell more reinsurance to
private insurers at prices below the market rate. In return, we should require insurers to pass those savings directly to
consumers in the form of lower rates. Addressing these issues will help to stabilize and hopefully lower the cost of property
insurance. But addressing property insurance alone will not solve our cost-of-living crisis. We must also address the second
threat facing our state: unaffordable property taxes. First, our property taxes have been growing faster than our ability to pay
for them and have begun to slow Florida’s economic growth and inhibit housing affordability. Despite the Save Our Homes
amendment voters added to our Constitution in 1992, property-tax revenues in Florida have been growing faster than personal
income since 2000. Since 2000, property-tax levies have increased by 80 percent, compared with total personal-income growth
of 39 percent and inflation plus population growth of 32 percent over the same period. Second, our property-tax system
distorts the tax burden among different classes of property owners. We have limits on the amount that taxes can increase each
year on homesteaded property, but there are no protections for rentals or business property, resulting in astronomical
increases in property taxes. Even homeowners who have benefited from Save Our Homes are under pressure from our
property-tax system. Today, senior citizens who are downsizing to a smaller home after retirement, or young families needing a
larger home because of a new baby, are likely to see their property taxes skyrocket if they move, even if they purchase a home
worth less than the one they are selling.” [Marco Rubio Orlando Sentinel, 1/17/07]

Rubio Original Property Insurance Bill “Took A Stab” At Insurance Industry Profits. “One-upping the Senate on
“consumer-friendly” insurance reform, House leaders on Wednesday set forth a plan that not only rolls back rates and
subsidizes hurricane risks, but takes a stab at industry profits, too. ‘If we don’t do something, the patient may die,’ said House
Speaker Marco Rubio, likening his bipartisan package to radical surgery and homeowners struggling to afford their insurance
premiums to patients. The promised legislation includes measures in a Senate bill offered earlier in the week, and then some. -- Rates at Citizens Property Insurance would be rolled back to 2006 levels, and its entire board removed for the second time in
two years. --- Much more of Florida’s hurricane risk would be taken on by the state’s Hurricane Catastrophe Fund, backed by
consumers who would be charged on top of insurance premiums when it is wiped out by storms. --- National insurance giants
would be required to put more money into their Florida-only subsidiaries and limited on what profits they could extract. All
insurers would be subject to excess-profits laws. --- Companies that want to write auto policies in Florida must be
“meaningfully engaged” in selling homeowners insurance here, too.” [Florida Today, 1/11/07]
Rubio Was Able To Enforce Hurricane Modeling Companies To Review In Case They Led To Unjustifiable
Insurance Rates. “House Speaker Marco Rubio has gotten hurricane modeling companies to turn over documents for
review. ‘There is a great deal of uncertainty about these models and whether they are being used to unjustifiably raise insurance
rates,’ Rubio said in a statement Thursday. ‘I am pleased that all five organizations have agreed to work with us on making sure
that Floridians are receiving a fair deal.’ In a letter Tuesday, Rubio asked Risk Management Solutions of Newark, Calif., Eqecat
Inc. of Oakland, Calif., Applied Research Associates of Raleigh, N.C., AIR Worldwide of Boston and the Florida Office of
Insurance Regulation to release copies of their hurricane loss projection models and the underlying assumptions contained in
those models. Rubio said he would put together a team of experts to review the models for accuracy.” [St. Petersburg Times
The Buzz Blog, 1/11/07]
Rubio, Crist, And Senate President Ken Pruitt Called On A Special Session To Deal With Property Insurance,
Session Began On January 16 And Lasted Seven Days. “The Florida House of Representatives issued the following news
item: Making good on their promise to confront Florida’s insurance crisis, Gov. Charlie Crist, Senate President Ken Pruitt (RPort. St. Lucie) and House Speaker Marco Rubio (R- West Miami), on Tuesday, January 9, released a joint call for a Special
Legislative Session. The call is expressly focused on lowering current property insurance premiums and reducing the future
rate of growth of insurance costs. It also addresses improving the availability and stability of property insurance in Florida and
dealing with the state’s building code.” [US States News, 1/9/07]
Randy Schultz Op-Ed: Rubio Supported An Increase To State-Subsidized Reinsurance To Companies; Demanded
Companies To Refile Their Rate Increases Based On The Savings. “Next month, the new governor and Legislature will
try to make a start on easing the insurance crisis. If they do no better than the governor and Legislature did in these two
examples, Floridians can’t expect any relief. But things might be different. In January, the Legislature will try to increase the
amount of state-subsidized reinsurance that Florida can offer to private companies. They say that reinsurance, which they buy
to cover losses from claims, was responsible for 40 percent of the recent rate increases. Presumably, cutting that cost would
mean cheaper policies. Of course, Florida thought it had a guarantee from insurers 10 years ago. So new House Speaker Marco
Rubio, R-West Miami, has this idea: If the Legislature provides more reinsurance -- and there isn’t yet a consensus on how
much, and at what price -- he wants them to refile all their rate increases, based on the savings. ‘What is the point,’ Rep. Rubio
asked in a rhetorical e-mail, ‘of making these changes if we are not going to require companies to adjust their rate to reflect it?
Next year is too late for someone who is paying their insurance with a credit card or their kids’ college fund.’” [Randy Schultz
Palm Beach Post, 12/14/06]
In an Op-Ed Rubio Promised To Deliver Property Insurance Reform. “In order to demonstrate our commitment
toward finding solutions to our insurance crisis, the members of the House have come together -- Republicans and Democrats
-- and dedicated the past week to truly understanding the underlying factors of the insurance situation, discussing possible
solutions, and building consensus toward January’s special session. We should expand home storm-proofing efforts for
Floridians so they can strengthen their homes. And most of all, we know that we need to fix Citizens Property Insurance and
hold its leadership accountable.” [Marco Rubio, Florida Today, 12/13/06]
Rubio Said That Government Has A Role “In The Short Term” In Homeowner Insurance. “Rubio conceded the
debate over how much farther government should go in the insurance business will end up somewhere in the middle, with
legislators returning to Tallahassee Jan. 8 to start committee hearings on the issue. “Everyone recognizes government is
already in the business of insurance, that there is going to be a need -- at least in the short term -- of government involvement,
and everyone believes, ultimately, it will lead to a free, open, and vibrant market,” Rubio said.” [The Miami Herald, 12/7/06]

After A Three-Day Storm Insurance Conference Rubio Conceded That There Was No Clear Path For Home
Insurance Reform. “Rubio acknowledged at the close of the House’s three-day conference on property insurance - which
ended with nearly two dozen plans compiled in a 1-inch thick ‘idea book’ - that lawmakers are far from the consensus that
leaders prefer to have heading into a special session. ‘No one is claiming to have a plan that immediately lowers rates by a
dramatic amount,’ the West Miami Republican said. ‘It’s our goal to have such a plan ... so we’ll continue to search until we get
there.’ Next week, Rubio will assign lawmakers to committees, some of which will work to vet the ideas before the special
session on insurance begins in five weeks. In the meantime, Rubio suggested that the Citizens Property Insurance Corp.’s
board postpone a vote scheduled for today that would again increase home insurance rates for about one in every five
homeowners in the state. ‘I think it would be prudent for them to wait until special session to understand what the new
realities are,’ Rubio said. ‘I have a feeling that there is a growing number of people that may feel that way.’ Citizens Chairman
Bruce Douglas said he was waiting to speak with Rubio, but the proposed increase was still ‘very much on the agenda.’ A bill
passed in the final hour of the 2006 legislative session calls for the March 1 rate hike, which would follow another increase
already scheduled to take effect Jan 1.” [Palm Beach Post, 12/7/06]
Rubio’s Legislative Conference On Property Insurance Cost The State $10,500. “While state lawmakers labored Monday
over how to help Floridians still coping with insurance expenses resulting from the hurricanes of 2004 and 2005, they also
started running a tab expected to cost the state $10,500. House Speaker Marco Rubio’s spokesman defended the decision,
saying the University Center Club, inside FSU’s Doak Campbell Stadium, was ‘more conducive to panel discussions and breakout sessions.’ But some Democrats, noting five floors of committee rooms in the House building and a House chamber that
accommodates all the members, questioned the expense, and even the purpose, of the conference. With about 25 percent of
the House’s 120 members new to the Capitol this year, Rubio called House members to Tallahassee this week for a three-day
conference on property insurance to prepare them for the special session. The conference replaces committee meetings, which
had been scheduled this week.” [Palm Beach Post, 12/5/06]
Rubio, Governor-Elect Crist, And Senate President Ken Pruitt Called For A Special Session In January Of 2007 To
Deal With Property Insurance. “Operating in a political gray area until he is sworn in Jan. 2, Crist, House Speaker Marco
Rubio and Senate President Ken Pruitt agreed this past week to call the session to deal with the insurance crisis. Premiums
have doubled and tripled in the wake of eight major hurricanes that wreaked $44 billion in insured losses in a 15-month period
beginning in 2004. In a display of harmony, Rubio, Pruitt and Crist issued a joint statement announcing the date of the special
session.” [Florida Today, 12/3/06]
Democrats Criticized Rubio For Holding A Special Session On Property Insurance In January 2007, Should Have
Been Held In December Of 2006. “House Speaker Marco Rubio, who spoke briefly Wednesday to 50 House members
gathered for training, told them that he hopes that Democrats and others will come to town armed with their own ideas on
what to do. ‘Now is the time to say something or forever hold your peace,’ said Rubio. The Democrats, who have their own
competing proposals on how to solve the insurance crisis, applauded the planned special session -- but questioned why
lawmakers have to wait until January. ‘This is ridiculous,’ said Rep. Jack Seiler, a Wilton Manors Democrat. `’We’ve got people
waiting for relief. We should be in session next week.’” [The Miami Herald, 11/30/06]
Upon Election As Speaker Rubio Said That Florida Needed To Confront Both Property Taxes And Property
Insurance. “The election of Rubio and Pruitt on the first official day in office for members of the new Legislature merely
made official what were foregone conclusions. Republicans hold a 26-14 advantage in the Senate and a 79-41 majority in the
House and the GOP caucuses in each chamber had already determined who would be the next president and speaker. Rubio
and Pruitt both cited the same two issues as the top ones facing the incoming Legislature. ‘Owners, renters, and business large
and small, are all paying more in property taxes than they should,’ Rubio said. “And everyone is paying more in property
insurance than we can afford. ‘Everyone agrees that Florida must address the twin threats of rising property taxes and rising
property insurance,’ he said.” [Associated Press, 11/21/06]
Op-Ed: Rubio Said That In Regards To Homeowner Insurance, “Right Now, I Am Mostly In The Prayer Mode In
Terms Of Hurricanes.” “Finally, I understand the Republican plan for dealing with Florida’s hurricane insurance crisis. Their
position has finally been articulated by the incoming Republican speaker of the House, Marco Rubio. In a recently published
interview, he said, ‘Right now, I am mostly in the prayer mode in terms of hurricanes.’ I, too, believe in prayer, but while I
praise the Lord, I want to pass the ammunition. In this case the ‘ammunition’ is the Democratic Hurricane Windstorm
Proposal that would: Stabilize the windstorm insurance market Bring real competition to the Florida property insurance
market. Lower -- yes, lower -- our insurance premiums. The problem thus far has been the reluctance of the Republican
leadership to call a special session to solve the insurance crisis and to listen to our solution. Floridians, especially South
Floridians, are suffering under the oppressive (and often unaffordable) windstorm rate hikes. While acknowledging that more

pain is ahead and admitting ‘it could get worse,’ Rep. Rubio has said that we must ‘let the natural market adjust’ and that our
insurance rates in past years have been ‘below realistic levels.’ [Franklin Sands Sun-Sentinel, 7/3/06]

Housing Crisis
PolitiFact Rated Rubio’s Statement That “Of The More Than 1.3 Million Temporary Mortgage Modifications, Over
Half Have Defaulted” As Half True. “For this Truth-O-Meter we wanted to explore, did Rubio get his numbers right on
the larger figure -- have there been more than 1.3 million temporary mortgage modifications of which more than half have
defaulted? An Oct. 25 Associated Press article provides some answers. The article focused on comments by Neil Barofsky,
special inspector general for the Troubled Asset Relief Program, a $700 billion Wall Street bailout in 2008 that includes a
mortgage modification program launched in 2009. According to the AP, Barofsky concluded that the administration’s
‘foreclosure-prevention effort has been ineffective in tackling the foreclosure crisis.’ Barofsky issued a 338-page quarterly
report about TARP to Congress on Oct. 26, the day of the debate. The report states on Page 6: ‘Finally, the most specific of
TARP’s Main Street goals, ‘preserving homeownership,’ has so far fallen woefully short with TARP’s portion of the
Administration’s mortgage modification program yielding only approximately 207,000 ... ongoing permanent modifications
since TARP’s inception, a number that stands in stark contrast to the 5.5 million homes receiving foreclosure filings and more
than 1.7 million homes that have been lost to foreclosure since January 2009.’ Funded through TARP, the Home Affordable
Mortgage Modification Program is intended to help prevent foreclosure by modifying mortgages. By the end of September
2010, HAMP spent about $483 million in TARP money. The report shows a chart on page 74 that 1,369,414 mortgage
modification trials had started by the end of September 2010. The chart states that 699,924 trials had been cancelled -- so note
that is slightly more than half. The chart doesn’t use the word “temporary” for any of the trials -- but it is clear that the
699,924 figure refers to temporary because another line on the chart shows that nearly 500,000 trials were converted to
“permanent.” Of those permanent modifications, the majority survived while almost 29,000 were cancelled. We sent Rubio’s
claim to Matthew Anderson, spokesman for the U.S. Department of Treasury that oversees the mortgage modification
program. ‘It is not accurate, however, to say that all canceled trials are the result of ‘default,’ Anderson wrote in an e-mail.
‘Trial plans may be canceled for a number of reasons, only one of which is failure to make payments.’” [St. Petersburg Times
PolitiFact, 10/27/10]

DEBT & FORECLOSURE
Rubio Voted for Foreclosure Protections. On March 26, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that addresses two types of practices
that comprise the foundation for foreclosure rescue schemes, foreclosure-rescue consultants and equity purchasers. According
to the Miami Herald “the bill requires foreclosure rescue companies to provide ample disclosures in contracts, making clear
what the homeowner is doing and their rights. Homeowners would get three days to back out of any contract. Foreclosure
consultants, who often take money in exchange for help dealing with lenders, would be banned from accepting payment
before promised services are performed. The measure responds to a growing wave of incidents in which consultants take
money and do little if anything to help homeowners. The bill also enhances consumer protections and civil remedies for
homeowners who have been swindled.” [CS/HB 643 – Foreclosure Fraud; Miami Herald 5/1/08; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/14/06]
Rubio Voted for Mortgage Loan Protections. On April 30, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that provides greater consumer
protections related to the mortgage loan application process and provides greater compliance and enforcement authority for
the regulator, the Office of Financial Regulation. The bill requires mortgage brokers and lenders offering adjustable rate
mortgages to provide borrowers with a copy of the Consumer Handbook on Adjustable-Rate Mortgages, which explains the
different loan products and the potential risks associated with these products and requires that brokers disclose to borrowers
the amount of payment that the brokers will receive from lenders no later than three business days after brokers become aware
of the exact amount, and no later than three business days prior to closing. [CS/CS/SB 1824 – Mortgages; Florida Senate Staff
Analysis, 4/17/07]
Rubio Voted for Credit Counselor’s Law. On May 6, 2005, Rubio voted for the bill that permits creditors to make
payments to credit counselors to reduce the costs of credit counseling for a debtor. Additionally, the amendment adjusts the
service fees that may be charged by credit counselors. Debtors that make small monthly payments to a creditor through a
credit counselor may pay a higher fee as a percentage of their monthly payments. Debtors that make large payments may pay a

smaller fee as a percentage of their monthly payments. In any event, the maximum monthly service fee is increased from $35
per month to $50 per month. [CS/CS/SB 370 – Satisfaction of Debts; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/4/05]

HOMELAND SECURITY
Guantanamo
Rubio Traveled To Guantanamo Bay, His First Visit To Cuba. According to the Miami Herald, “Sen. Marco Rubio, RFla., is on his way to U.S. Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, in Cuba, for a one-day visit. It is the first trip to the island for the
Cuban-American lawmaker, whose parents immigrated to the U.S. in 1956. Rubio is going in his capacity as a member of the
Senate Intelligence Committee, his office says. He’ll conduct oversight of the facility, tour the base, and meet with the
commander of Joint Task Force Guantanamo Bay. It will ‘allow Sen. Rubio an opportunity to better understand the role
Guantanamo Bay plays in U.S. detention operations, and examine how the military commission process for trying the
terrorists housed there is proceeding,’ his office said. He’ll also hear from the Navy on the strategic value of the base to the
U.S. Navy and Coast Guard. He’ll also tour the Expeditionary Legal Complex, where military tribunals of detainees are held.
Rubio will ‘see the role this complex plays as the venue where classified information taken from the battle field is presented,’
his office said.” [Miami Herald, Naked Politics Blog, 5/29/12]


Rubio Said His Trip To Guantanamo Bay Was Routine And Dismissed The Notion Of Where It Fit Into In His
Role As A Potential Vice Presidential Nominee. “Dozens of members of both houses of Congress have made the day
trip to the outpost since President George W. Bush set it up soon after the terror attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. But the trip by
Rubio, whose parents immigrated to the United States from Cuba in 1956, took on a special significance as a dozen
reporters thronged his return to ask about where it fit into is role as a potential vice presidential running mate to Mitt
Romney. The senator swatted the question aside, calling it a routine stop as ‘a member of the intelligence committee,’
noting that after not yet two years in the Senate, there are still ‘a lot of places I need to visit and get up to speed with.’”
[Miami Herald, 5/30/12]



Rubio Planned To Visit Guantanamo Bay Last August But Canceled Due To His Mother’s Illness. Rubio noted
that he had planned to visit the base last August but canceled because his mother became ill. He declined to answer a
question on whether, based on his briefings Tuesday, President Barack Obama was any closer to realizing his ambition in
emptying the prison camps.” [Miami Herald, 5/30/12]

Rubio Co-Sponsored The “Detaining Terrorists To Secure America Act”; Act Would Kepp Guantanamo Bay
Facility Open. “U.S. Senators Kelly Ayotte (R-NH), Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Joseph I. Lieberman (I-CT), Saxby Chambliss
(R-GA), Scott Brown (R-MA) and Marco Rubio (R-FL) today introduced the Detaining Terrorists To Secure America Act (S.
944) legislation that would keep open the Guantanamo Bay terrorist detention facility. With questions remaining about where
America would detain high-value terrorists it captures as well as lingering uncertainty about Guantanamos future this
bipartisan bill addresses the urgent need to designate a single secure facility for the detention and interrogation of current and
future terrorists.” [State News Service, 5/11/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Bill To Keep Guantanamo Bay Open, Detaining Terrorists To Secure America Act Of 2011.
“By Ms. AYOTTE (for herself…Mr. Rubio...) S. 944. A bill to reaffirm the authority of the Department of Defense to
maintain United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as a location for the detention of unprivileged enemy
belligerents held by the Department of Defense, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Armed Services.” [Marco Rubio
CR Article 145, 5/11/11]

Other
Op-Ed: Rubio Said That Building A Mosque At Ground Zero Was Not The “Right Thing To Do.” “Marco Rubio, a
candidate for the U.S. Senate, gave a valid answer: The Muslims have a legal right to build there, but it’s not “the right thing to
do” because it upsets some family and friends of 9/11 victims.” [Mark O’Brien Pensacola News Journal, 8/22/10]
Rubio Was Against Legislation That Would Have Given Police Special Powers To Detain Witnesses. “In yet another
sign of a deeply divided legislature, a House anti-terrorism committee decided Monday not to give state police sweeping new
powers to detain witnesses or suspend public records laws. The House Select Committee on Security voted unanimously to
postpone one of the most controversial measures (HB-109B) - giving police the power to detain a material witness for up to

four days in terrorism investigations. A companion (SB-78B) is expected to pass the full Senate today. Rep. Marco Rubio, RMiami, said the detention bill is particularly unsettling to his Cuban-American constituents who still bear painful memories of
President Fidel Castro’s security police and oppressive regime. ‘It’s a delicate balancing act that we walk here,’ Rubio said.”
[Palm Beach Post, 10/30/01]

IMMIGRATION
2011: Rubio Took Hard Line Stance On Immigration After U.S. Senate Election. “[S]ince stepping onto the national
stage last year, Rubio has taken a hard right turn on immigration that could drive away the very Hispanic voters Republicans
need to win the White House in 2012. Hispanic and immigration activists had held out hope that with the election behind him,
Rubio might return to some of the more moderate positions he staked out as a state lawmaker. Instead, they’re now seething
after Rubio hardened his opposition to the DREAM Act and continues to repeat the harsh rhetoric of the right wing,
dismissing anything other than border and workplace enforcement as “amnesty” for illegal immigrants. The backlash has
intensified in recent days after Rubio reiterated his positions on immigration in a national Spanish-language interview, leading
some Hispanic leaders to accuse him of placing his political ambitions above the needs of his community.” [POLITICO,
5/23/11]

DREAM Act
Rubio Was Cautious In His Reaction To Obama’s Immigration Announcement, Praised The General Idea Behind
It But Also Criticized The Move To Bypass Congress And Called It A Short Term-Solution To A Long-Term
Problem. “Sen. Marco Rubio could not have been more careful in responding to President Barack Obama’s aggressive new
immigration move on Friday. In one part of his statement he praised the general idea behind Obama’s policy directive to stop
deporting some children of illegal immigrants: ‘There is broad support for the idea that we should figure out a way to help kids
who are undocumented through no fault of their own, but there is also broad consensus that it should be done in a way that
does not encourage illegal immigration in the future,’ said Rubio, who called the policy move ‘welcome news’ for
undocumented children and teenagers in legal limbo. But he also criticized Obama’s unilateral move to bypass Congress: ‘By
once again ignoring the Constitution and going around Congress, this short term policy will make it harder to find a balanced
and responsible long term one.’ And Rubio isn’t sure Obama’s move – while it may please Hispanic voters in the short run – is
a long term solution. ‘This is a difficult balance to strike, one that this new policy ... will make harder to achieve in the long
run.’” [Politico, 6/15/12]
Rubio Maintained His Opposition To The DREAM Act After Meeting With Student. According to Fox News Latino,
“When protests erupted over the looming threat of deportation faced by Colombian-born high school valedictorian Daniela
Pelaez, Florida Senator Marco Rubio didn’t just stand up for her – he met with her personally in Washington. But that doesn’t
mean the Tea Party-backed senator has changed his position on the DREAM Act. Rubio reiterated his opposition to the
legislative proposal Wednesday after meeting with Pelaez, calling it ‘the wrong way to do the right thing,’ in a statement
emailed to Fox News Latino. ‘Instead, my hope is to come up with a bi-partisan solution to this problem. One that does not
reward or encourage illegal immigration by granting amnesty, but helps accommodate talented young people like Daniela, who
find themselves undocumented through no fault of their own,’ Rubio said. [Fox News Latino, 3/7/12]
Protestors Demonstrated Outside The U.S. Capitol On Thursday To Condemn Rubio’s Stance On Immigration.
According to Gant Daily, “Protesters demonstrating against tough policies to stop illegal immigration gathered outside the
U.S. Capitol building Thursday, using rhetoric that condemned Florida Sen. Marco Rubio. As Republican presidential
frontrunner Mitt Romney secured his lead this week with primary wins in Michigan and Arizona, Rubio is emerging as his
most likely vice presidential candidate. Rubio supports laws that would crack down on illegal immigration. He also opposes the
DREAM Act, which would allow the children of illegal immigrants to obtain citizenship if they attend college or join the
military. Romney has said he would veto the DREAM Act. As a result, Rubio has become a target of criticism among
immigrant advocates, despite the fact Rubio’s ancestry is largely Cuban.” [Gant Daily, 3/1/12]
Dream Act Supporters Protested Against Rubio At The Arizona State Capitol. According to KUTP, “Arizona Dream
Act students and their supporters spoke out Thursday against a Republican Florida senator who’s rumored to become Mitt
Romney’s running mate, if the former Massachusetts governor becomes the Republican presidential nominee. During a news
conference at the State Capitol, the group called out Senator Marco Rubio, whose family is from Cuba. He supports SB 1070
and opposes the Dream Act, which would provide a pathway to citizenship for young people brought to this country illegally
by their parents. Activists want Rubio to change his position and listen to the concerns of the Latino community.” [KUTP,
3/1/12]

Op-Ed: During His Speech To The Hispanic Leadership Network, Rubio Was Sympathetic Towards The DREAM
Act, But Did Not Support The Legislation. Ediberto Roman wrote, “Senator Rubio went as far as to address the DREAM
Act that protested him moments earlier. He even appeared, somewhat surprisingly, sympathetic to them. He said he
understood their circumstances and agreed that something should be done to address the plight of those who came to this
country as children and have excelled in either education or the military. This observer, was virtually holding his breath, as
some might have expected Rubio to then proclaim his support for the DREAM Act, but alas, he did not. He stated that the
current bills before Congress, i.e., the DREAM Act, went too far.” [The Huffington Post, Ediberto Roman, 1/27/12]
Rubio Once Backed A DREAM Act Bill Similar To Rick Perry’s. “It is one of the deviations from conservative
orthodoxy that has brought Perry strife in Florida, especially in tea party circles. Florida does not allow undocumented
students to pay in-state tuition. Down the line, conservatives may have other high-profile figures to question on the issue:
Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, a tea party favorite and GOP vice presidential possibility, once backed a bill similar to the Texas
law when he was in the Florida legislature. But for now it is Perry taking the heat.” [Palm Beach Post, 9/27/11]
Marc Caputo Of The Miami Herald Said When It Came To The DREAM Act That Rubio And Perry Were Similar.
“U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, whom every presidential candidate would love to have as a running mate, sounds a lot like a Rick
Perry supporter when it comes to the issue of tuition help for immigrants who grew up in the United States long after they
were brought here illegally. Rubio, who hasn’t and won’t endorse in the race, might meet the same fate. ‘I think there’s general
consensus behind the idea that we need to do something to help out kids who were brought here by our parents longtime ago
and who have grown up in this country,’ Rubio said a few weeks ago, echoing comments and sentiments he made on the
campaign trail last year. When Rubio was the state Legislature he supported legislation similar to one that Perry has caught flak
for. ‘There was a Florida bill,’ Rubio said. ‘It was pretty limited to a number of people, you had to have a certain GPA. It was
very limited in scope. I don’t know what the Texas bill was. I remember the one in Florida we did some work, but it was a
limited bill and it was narrowly focused on a group of people, which is one of the issues happening with the Dream Act now -that it’s not narrow.’” [The Miami Herald, Naked Politics Blog, 9/22/11]
2010: Rubio Opposed DREAM Act. “In the Senate race, Meek and Crist, who’s running as an independent, have voiced
their support for the DREAM Act. Republican candidate Marco Rubio said he opposes the legislation.” [The Miami Herald,
9/21/10]


…But Rubio Sponsored In-State Tuition Break For Children Of Illegal Immigrants In 2003. “Indeed, as a state
lawmaker in 2003 and 2004, Rubio co-sponsored a bill providing an in-state tuition break for high-achieving children of
illegal immigrants. As speaker of the Florida House, Rubio blocked several bills from coming to the floor, saying it was
Washington’s responsibility to solve the immigration problem.” [POLITICO, 5/23/11]

Rubio Said He Did Not Support The DREAM Act Until The Borders Are Secured. In a pre-swearing in interview,
“Rubio restated his opposition to the Dream Act until the borders are secured.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog,
1/5/11]
2003: Rubio Supported In-State Tuition For Illegal Immigrants Over His Leadership’s Opposition. “Hispanic
lawmakers who were confident their growing influence in the Republican Party would help them loosen high school
graduation standards for thousands of immigrants left the capital disappointed. Gov. Jeb Bush never agreed to change the
standards, and a compromise measure died on the final day of the Legislature’s regular session. To add to their frustrations,
two other measures that would have given Hispanic students a break on rising standards for Bright Futures college
scholarships and allow immigrant students to pay in-state tuition also died at session’s end… Rubio supported the instate tuition proposal for immigrant students but said his leadership remained fearful that the legislation would be a boon for
illegal immigrants.” [The Miami Herald, 5/4/03]
Rubio Co-Sponsored Legislation Granting In-State Tuition For Illegal Immigrants. In 2003, Rubio co-sponsored
HB119 by Republican Rep. Juan Zapata, which would have allowed undocumented students to pay in-state tuition at Florida
public colleges. [HB 119, 2003]

WORKED ON HIS OWN ALTERNATIVE

Senator McCain Still Wanted Rubio To Roll Out His DREAM Act Version Even Though He Announced The Bill
Was Dead. “Arizona Sen. John McCain still wants his protégé, Marco Rubio, to roll out his version of the pro-immigrant
DREAM Act, though the ambitious freshman senator has all but ruled out doing so anytime soon.” [Politico, 6/27/12]
Rubio Said Obama’s DREAM Act Move Was A “Short-Term Fix” That Would Encourage Future Illegal
Immigration. “Senator Marco Rubio had been trying to put together his own version of a Dream Act bill that would pass
muster in Congress, but President Obama’s executive order effectively derailed that effort. And on Sunday, Mr. Rubio took
issue with the president’s actions, calling it ‘a short-term fix to a long-term problem.’ Appearing on the NBC News program
‘Meet the Press,’ Mr. Rubio, Republican of Florida, criticized the president’s move, suggesting it would only fuel illegal
immigration. ‘We can’t do anything that encourages illegal immigration in the future,’ he said. ‘People are frustrated our
immigration laws are not being enforced.’” [New York Times, The Caucus, 6/24/12]
At The National Association Of Latino Elected And Appointed Officials, Rubio Said That Obama’s DREAM Act
Move “Exposed “The Fact That This Issue Is All About Politics For Some People.” “Speaking before the National
Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials late Friday morning, Rubio said that politicians are looking to score
points and move the needle rather than solve problems. ‘How did we ever get to this point? How can immigration be a
controversial and divisive issue in a nation of immigrants?’ he asked. ‘I don’t care who gets the credit. I don’t,’ Rubio said,
referring to President Barack Obama’s executive action last week, allowing illegal immigrants who came to the U.S. as children
to remain in the country without the anxiety of deportation. ‘But it exposes the fact that this issue is all about politics for some
people.’ ‘The proof is,’ Rubio continued, ‘after actions last week, all the questions are about what a brilliant tactical move it
is…I wasn’t looking for a talking point. I wasn’t looking to influence the election in November. I was looking to help these
kids that I’ve met.’” [Politico, 6/22/12]
Rubio Sounded Like He Was Ready To “Scuttle” His Version Of The DREAM Act For The Year, Blamed Obama
For The Decision. “Sen. Marco Rubio sounds ready to scuttle his version of a pro-immigrant DREAM Act this year, and
he’s blaming President Obama. For the past three months, Rubio has been trying to craft a bill that would give legal residency
to young immigrants who were brought to the United States illegally by their parents. But on Friday, Obama essentially turned
Rubio’s undrafted proposal into an executive rule made by his administration. Rubio and other Republicans say Obama
overstepped his bounds. ‘When the president ignores the Congress, ignores the Constitution and forces a policy like this down
the throat of the American people, it’s going to make it harder to have a conversation like that,’ Rubio said. ‘It’s going to make
it harder to elevate the debate.’ Obama’s campaign refused to comment, though Democrats buzzed on Twitter that Rubio was
scapegoating the president, whose administration denies that he’s making law with an executive rule. They say the president,
urged to act by immigration advocates, had no choice in the face of a do-nothing Congress.” [Miami Herald, 6/19/12]
Reuters: Obama’s Decisions To Stop Deportations Of Young Illegal Immigrants Had “All But Killed” Rubio’s
Version Of the DREAM Act Because It Made His Plan Moot. “President Barack Obama’s surprise decision to halt U.S.
deportations of young illegal immigrants has all but killed a Republican effort to fashion legislation that could have won
political points with Hispanic voters in November’s elections. Republican Senators, including Marco Rubio, had been working
behind the scenes for months on a bill that would have allowed some children of illegal immigrants a chance to stay in the
United States legally while pursuing college or military careers. But Obama’s announcement has effectively made the Rubio
plan moot, further complicating Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney’s search for an immigration policy. ‘We’re reevaluating our next steps’ for the legislation, said Alex Conant, a Rubio spokesman. ‘I think the new reality is that it’s unlikely
to pass this year because the politics on both sides have gotten a lot tougher and the urgency to pass something this summer ...
has now been removed’ by Obama’s action, he said.” [Reuters via Chicago Tribune, 6/17/12]
Congressman Steve King Opposed Rubio’s Version Of The DREAM Act. “One of Congress’s ranking Republicans on
immigration says he will not support either of the two measures by fellow Republicans that would spare undocumented
immigrants brought to the United States as minors from deportation. Rep. Steve King, the vice chairman of the House
immigration subcommittee, told Fox News Latino that measures permitting undocumented immigrants to stay in the U.S.
reward lawbreakers. King, who is from Iowa, said that Florida Rep. David Rivera’s bill, called ‘Studying Towards Adjusted
Residency Status Act,’ or STARS – which was introduced in May – ‘meets the definition of amnesty.’ STARS would allow
some undocumented students who enroll in college to stay in the country legally and eventually apply for citizenship. The
other measure, not yet introduced, is being drafted by Sen. Marco Rubio who, like Rivera, is from Florida. Rubio’s bill would
give visas to undocumented immigrants – brought to the United States as children – if they attend college or serve in the
military, but it would not give them legal permanent residency, casually referred to as ‘a green card.’” [Fox News Latino,
6/13/12]

According To A Latino Decisions Poll, The 87% Of Latinos Supported The DREAM Act, Only 49% Support The
Rubio Proposal; 82% Supported The Original Proposal Over 13% For The Rubio Proposal. “The vast majority of
people in the United States support the DREAM Act, and they just as strongly prefer it over the vague proposals put forward
as an alternative by the tea party’s only Latino star, Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla. This information, released June 8, came from a
poll conducted by Latino Decisions… When asked which proposal they support more, 82 percent of Latinos said they
supported the DREAM Act, over 13 for the Rubio alternative. For non-Latinos, the numbers were 61 percent and 27 percent,
respectively. Public support for the non-Rubio version remains ‘broad-based and popular,’ the polling firm said. According to
Latino Decisions, ‘[M]ultiple polls on the topic of immigration reform for undocumented youth have found only a small
minority of the American public is opposed to a path towards citizenship for DREAM-eligible youth.’ The firm went on to
cite a Fox News poll showing that a majority of Republicans, and 70 percent of Arizonans, support the act.’” [Peoplesworld,
6/12/12]
A Professor At George Washington University Believed That Rubio’s DREAM Act Proposal Would Not Have An
Impact On The Presidential Election. “But others warn Rubio’s immigration legislation might turn off the Latino voters it
was intended to woo or is too little too late. ‘I don’t think this will have any impact on the presidential election,’ Deering said.’
Republicans are on the wrong side on the immigration issue and Democrats are on the right side. They have tried to soften
their immigration positions and have done so somewhat, but those are very nuanced distinctions... They are tip-toeing away
from pretty strong positions.’” [USNEWS, 6/12/12]
Rubio Said That His Version Of The DREAM Act Would Forbid In-State Tuition Rates And Welfare Benefits,
Many Believed He Breathed “New Life” Into The Debate. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “Rubio, who plans to
unveil his bill in a few weeks, has consulted with opponents and proponents of the DREAM Act. In a videotaped message to
Floridians, he said his proposal would provide non-immigrant visas but deny in-state tuition rates and welfare benefits…
Proponents acknowledge that Rubio has breathed new life into the debate. ‘I’m going to give him the benefit of the doubt that
this is a repositioning on an issue the Republican Party has been hammered on,’ said Frank Sharry, executive director of
America’s Voice, a leading advocate for the DREAM Act. Sharry said he believes that Rubio — frequently mentioned as a
possible running mate to Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney — is not just trying to soften his party’s stance to
draw Hispanic voters. ‘I think Rubio is looking down the road, not around the corner,’ Sharry said. ‘It’s smart, right? If he can
save the party from itself on this issue, that’s going to be a big sea change in American politics.’” [Orlando Sentinel, 5/16/12]
Some Believed That Democrats Were Falling For Rubio’s “Trap” On The DREAM Act. According to Talking Points
Memo, “As he prepares to release his scaled-back version of the DREAM Act, Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL) is simultaneously
laying the groundwork to blame the White House for its impending failure — and Democrats appear to be falling into his
trap. It’s election-year jujitsu for Rubio, who is helping the GOP court Hispanic voters and keeping the door open to the vice
presidency…Blaming the White House papers over the fact that Republicans have fiercely opposed measures that benefit
people living in the country illegally. House Speaker John Boehner has signaled that Rubio’s upcoming proposal won’t change
this dynamic. By contrast Democrats voted overwhelmingly in 2010 for the DREAM Act, which unlike Rubio’s alternative
includes the promise of citizenship for undocumented people raised in the U.S. who attend college or join the military. Even
so, administration officials and top Democrats may be playing into Rubio’s hands by resisting his effort. Part of the political
calculus is that they believe the issue will help energize Hispanic voters for Democrats ahead of the election. Hispanic voters
are not happy with President Obama but they prefer him by a huge margin to Republicans, who have repeatedly thwarted
efforts to pass comprehensive immigration reform.” [Talking Points Memo, 5/14/12]
Rubio Contended That The White House Was Trying To Sabotage His DREAM Act Bill; The Bill May Not Be
“Palatable” To All Latinos. According to Time, “Rubio last week told conservative radio talk show host Laura Ingraham
that the White House is trying to sabotage his DREAM bill, which is more restrictive than the one favored by Democrats that
is now languishing in Congress. But Rubio’s real problem is his own party. Most Republicans on Capitol Hill, apparently
oblivious to new data showing illegal immigration to the U.S. is down significantly, want to see more immigration enforcement
passed first. And many are wary if not hostile to Rubio’s endeavor. That recalcitrance may well cancel out any Latino inroads
made by Rubio, who, despite his status as a conservative wunderkind and frequent subject of speculation about who Romney
will pick as his running mate, has lately urged his party to adopt a less draconian approach to immigration. Then again, Rubio’s
DREAM Act might not be all that palatable to many Latinos either. Both DREAM versions require legalization candidates to
meet college attendance or military service requirements. But Rubio’s doesn’t feature an automatic path to citizenship, and it
takes a harder stance against ‘chain migration,’ or allowing DREAM beneficiaries to eventually (well after they’ve been
legalized) sponsor their parents or siblings for legalization. (Chain migration has been scaled back in the Democrat-backed
DREAM proposal as well.)” [Time, Swampland Blog, 5/14/12]

Senator Reid Said that Rubio Needed To Get His Version Of The DREAM Act In Writing And That The “Devil Is
In The Details.” According to the National Journal, “Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid asserted his commitment to getting
the DREAM Act passed through the Senate, but he took issue with a Republican alternative to the bill on Sunday. Speaking on
Univision’s Al Punto, Reid said that while he’s willing to work with Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., on an immigration bill, the
junior senator needs to get something in writing. ‘The problem is right now there has not been a single word put on paper, not
a word, and remember in anything we do in life, the Devil is in the details,’ Reid said, adding that ‘he says one thing to one
group, another thing to another group.’” [National Journal, 5/13/12]
Blog: Rubio Believed That There Was A Conspiracy From The White House To Sabotage His DREAM Act
Proposal, However Republicans Were Not In Favor Of The Proposal. According to the Maddow Blog, “As Rubio sees
it, his proposal would have a shot at passage, were it not for Democrats and immigration-reform advocates who’ve been
ordered not to cooperate. Why? Because the White House wants to use GOP opposition to the DREAM Act as a 2012
“wedge issue” with Latino voters. As proof of the White House working behind the scenes to kill legislation that does not yet
exist, Rubio offered ... pretty much nothing. The far-right senator alluded to ‘articles’ showing administration officials
instructing advocates not to work with him, but he hasn’t pointed to any specific pieces. Whether Rubio appreciates the larger
context or not, his conspiracy theory is absurd. The White House isn’t killing the senator’s watered-down version of the
DREAM Act; Republicans are. Mitt Romney’s chief advisor on immigration policy said Rubio’s plan is a non-starter, and
House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) said the Florida senator shouldn’t even bother with his bill because it’s not going to
pass.” [MSNBC, Maddow Blog, 5/11/12]
Rubio Said His Immigration Plan Was A “Humanitarian Mission” And Equated Young Immigrants Seeking To
Stay In The United States As Cuban Refugees. “Most Democrats are already on board with letting young people who
came to this country illegally to stay in the United States, if they are going college or the military, and if they meet other strict
requirements. So to sell skeptics in his own party, Florida Sen. Marco Rubio began rebranding his sales pitch this week, casting
his version of the so-called DREAM Act less as immigration reform than as humanitarian relief for a specific group of young
people facing deportation. He equated them to those of Cuban refugees who are allowed to come to the United States and
stay because American leaders have decided the political circumstances in Cuba merit an exception to immigration laws. They
have a significant humanitarian claim, Rubio said. ‘This is not really immigration reform,’ he told a group of Iowa business
leaders Thursday at a luncheon in Washington D.C. ‘This is not a system that is going to exist in the future. This is for a very
specific case of people who have come here, through no fault of their own.’” [Miami Herald, 5/10/12]
Rubio Received A Backlash From The Right Over His DREAM Act Stance. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “Even
before he unveils the details, U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio’s compromise proposal to legalize the children of undocumented
immigrants is drawing political attacks from the right and deep skepticism from the left. The Florida Republican’s plunge into
the explosive politics of immigration has sparked admiration from some undocumented young people, who welcome his
promised attempt to help them live and work here legally without encouraging more illegal migrations. But politically, Rubio
faces a minefield. Some of the harshest attacks came this week from conservative radio broadcasters who gathered in
Washington from South Florida and across the country — in a radio blitz dubbed ‘Hold Their Feet to the Fire’ — to demand
tougher immigration enforcement at borders and work sites. ‘I think it’s a sham,’ said Joyce Kaufman, a West Palm Beach
conservative talk show host about Rubio’s fledgling compromise. ‘I think Senator Rubio has been the victim of bodysnatching by groups that would try to provide a back door to citizenship,’ Kaufman said between broadcasts. ‘He promised me
in my studio that that wasn’t going to happen. When he got to the national level, immigration was going to be controlled. He
was going to stay firm. ‘And here we are: He’s on a short list to become VP because A) he’s Hispanic, and B) he’s designing a
DREAM Act. I think it’s outrageous.’” [Orlando Sentinel, 5/9/12]
Rubio Said That His Version Of A Scaled Back DREAM Act Addressed The “Humanitarian Issue” Of
Undocumented Immigrants Who Were Brought To The Country As Children. According to the Washington Post,
“Florida Republican Sen. Marco Rubio on Sunday defended his plan to develop a scaled-back version of the DREAM Act,
arguing that his proposal represents not amnesty, but an effort to tackle the ‘humanitarian issue’ of undocumented immigrants
who were brought to the country as children. n an interview on ‘Fox News Sunday,’ Rubio said that his proposal, which is in
the works, would provide not a ‘special pathway’ to citizenship for young people in the country illegally but rather a nonimmigrant visa that would allow those people to serve in the military or attend college and then later apply for citizenship
through the traditional route. Former Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney, the presumptive GOP presidential nominee, has
yet to state a position on Rubio’s plan, and Rubio said Sunday that he did not expect Romney to weigh in on the proposal
because it has yet to be finalized.” [Washington Post, 5/6/12]

Secretary Of Labor Hilda Solis Called Rubio’s Version Of The DREAM Act “Half-Cooked.” According to Politico,
“Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis called Sen. Marco Rubio’s (R-Fla.) alternative to the DREAM Act “half-cooked” — noting
that it provides no pathway to citizenship. President Obama made another push Thursday at a Cinco de Mayo event at the
White House, calling on Congress to take up the DREAM Act — a bill that would provide a pathway to citizenship for the
children of illegal immigrants. ‘I don’t hear any [Republican] members except for Sen. Rubio coming forward — talking about
a proposal that’s half cooked,’ Solis said on MSNBC’s ‘Andrea Mitchell Reports.’ Rubio’s proposal, not yet a bill, allows the
children of illegal immigrants to stay in the country and earn their residency, but it does not provide a pathway to citizenship.
Rubio, himself a Cuban-American, is nevertheless the highest profile Republican supporter on immigration reform and a key
figure in helping to improve the GOP’s image among Hispanics.” [Politico, 5/4/12]
Senator Bill Nelson Said He Was Open To Rubio’s DREAM Act, But Questioned If It Would Solve The Nation’s
Immigration Problems. According to the Seattle Times, “Democratic Sen. Bill Nelson said Thursday that he is open to
Republican Sen. Marco Rubio’s plan to let young illegal immigrants remain in the United States, but he questioned whether it
would solve the nation’s immigration problems. In a roundtable discussion with about three dozen students at the University
of South Florida, Nelson said he remains a strong proponent of the DREAM Act, the Development, Relief and Education for
Alien Minors measure. The Democratic-backed bill would grant a path to citizenship to young illegal immigrants who attend
college or serve in the military. It remains stalled in Congress.” [Associated Press via The Seattle Times, 5/3/12]
Rubio Was Working “Both Sides” On The Immigration Issue Over His DREAM Act Proposal. According to Politico,
“Rubio is working an odd-bedfellows coalition, ranging from hard-line anti-illegal immigration groups like Numbers USA to
progressive leaders in the Congressional Hispanic Caucus. And as he meets with Democrats, he is actively moving to head off
a conservative rebellion, trying to curry support from the influential Heritage Foundation, religious leaders like Richard Land
and tea party favorites like Sens. Rand Paul of Kentucky and Jim DeMint of South Carolina, and Rep. Steve King of Iowa. But
the rookie senator is already finding that building a coalition on a hot issue like immigration — in an election year, no less — is
an incredibly tough slog. If his proposal is too tough on enforcement, he’ll lose support from Democrats and Latino advocacy
groups. If he softens his proposal too much, he risks turning off conservatives who are approaching Rubio, a rising star in the
party, with an open mind. For now, both sides are reluctant to fully embrace his proposals.” [Politico, 4/30/12]
Rubio Hoped His Version Of The DREAM Act Would Draw Bipartisan Support. According to Fox News Latino, “A
day after House Speaker John A. Boehner and several Democrats expressed doubts about the chances of an alternative
DREAM Act bill passing, the senator who is drafting it said he hopes compassion and cooler heads will help the measure
succeed. In a story in the publication Roll Call, Sen. Marco Rubio, the Florida Republican who is drafting the measure, is
quoted as saying: ‘I think what [Boehner] said was that it is going to be difficult given this political climate. I agree with that. I
think it is going to be difficult. I never said it was going to be easy. If this was an easy issue, it would have been done a long
time ago.’ Rubio has said that he is trying to find a workable measure that could address the limbo in which thousands of
undocumented youth find themselves – they had no say in the decision of adults to bring them to the United States unlawfully,
yet they pay the price when they cannot attend college or drive or get a job. At the same time, Rubio said, he wants a measure
that won’t be rewarding illegal immigration by giving these youths a fast-track of sorts to legal U.S. permanent residency, more
casually known as a ‘green card’ status.” [Fox News Latino, 4/27/12]
Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa Said That Rubio’s Version Of The DREAM Act Would Create A “Second
Class Status.” “On ‘Face the Nation,’ Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa said a version of the Dream Act for
undocumented students proposed by Republican Senator Marco Rubio would not work. ‘I think that Sen. Rubio’s version of
the Dream Act would create a second class status for folks,’ Villaraigosa said, referring to a framework by the Florida Senator.
Rubio, who is also considered a potential vice presidential pick for presumptive Republican nominee Mitt Romney, has said he
is considering his own version of the Dream Act. His unwritten version is reported to give young undocumented immigrants
legal status - not citizenship - for joining the military or receiving a higher education.” [CBS News, 4/29/12]
Rubio’s Version Of The DREAM Act Faced Skepticism From Leadership In Both Parties. According to Fox News
Latino, “U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio’s pared down version of the DREAM Act is running into skepticism from the leadership in
both the Democratic and Republican parties. Democrat leaders from the Congressional Hispanic Caucus who met with Rubio,
a Florida Republican, over the plan on Wednesday said they were concerned about the lack of details about the senator’s plan,
and the odds against it being passed in Congress. ‘He doesn’t have a concrete piece of legislation, doesn’t provide any pathway
to permanent residency, and doesn’t have any guarantees from House leadership or Romney,’ said Sen. Robert Menendez,
Democrat of New Jersey and and the only other Latino in the U.S. Senate, to Fox News Latino on Thursday. ‘So my
impression is at this point this is nothing more than out-loud thinking’… On Thursday, House Speaker John A. Boehner, an
Ohio Republican, gave a tepid response to reporters’ questions about Rubio’s plan-in-progress. ‘I found it of interest,’

Boehner was quoted as saying in published reports, ‘but the problem with this issue is that we’re operating in a very hostile
political environment. To deal with a very difficult issue like this, I think it would be difficult at best.’” [Fox News Latino,
4/26/12]
Rubio Invited Immigrant Activist Gaby Pacheco To Help Him Craft His Version Of The DREAM Act. According to
the Washington Post, “Gaby Pacheco, a vocal immigrant activist, accepted a tantalizing invitation last week from an unlikely
source: Republican Sen. Marco Rubio wanted her to help craft a bill that could legalize the children of some illegal immigrants.
Two hours later, Pacheco and other activists got a different pitch from their more familiar White House allies. Be wary of
Rubio and his plan, two of President Obama’s top advisers told them in a meeting. It wouldn’t go far enough and wasn’t likely
to succeed. The group was polite but noncommittal. “We’re not married to the Democratic or Republican parties,” said
Pacheco, 27. ‘We’re going to push what’s best for the community.’ The events of that day illustrated how the new effort by
Rubio (Fla.) has upended the immigration debate in Washington, exposing tensions in both parties as Obama and the GOP
assess how the issue might sway the crucial Hispanic vote in November.” [Washington Post, 4/25/12]
Rubio Wanted The GOP Version Of The DREAM Act To Be Passed By The Fall. According to Fox News Latino,
“Marco Rubio says he wants his version of the DREAM Act in effect by fall, just in time for undocumented students to be
able to attend college fall semester. Rubio, in two separate events in Washington D.C., said his plan is still being hammered
out, and important details – such as the minimum and maximum age of those who would qualify – were yet to be determined.
‘We’re involving the DREAMers’ in the drafting of the measure, he said, using the term that refers to undocumented youth
brought to the country by their parents. “We’re involving the kids themselves.’ Asked by a reporter when it will be introduced
in the Senate, Rubio said: “When it’s ready. It won’t be next week.’ He said he hopes it gets introduced by summer and passed
by fall.” [Fox News Latino, 4/22/12]
Rubio Hoped That Romney Would Support His Version Of The DREAM Act. According to ABC News, “Rubio says
he is working on an alternative to the DREAM Act that he hopes Romney will be able to support. ‘Mitt Romney is the leader
of the Republican party now and our hope would be to come up with something he can be supportive of,’ Rubio said. Rubio
says the bill he is drafting would be different than the DREAM Act because it would not provide a special path to American
citizenship. But like the Democratic bill, Rubio’s proposal would allow those who qualify to stay in the United States to work
or attend college by giving them a non-immigrant visa. In addition to opposing the DREAM Act during the Republican
primaries, Mitt Romney said that any illegal immigrants who want to become American citizens would have to return to their
own countries to apply for U.S. citizenship.’” [ABC News via Yahoo News, 4/19/12]
Romney’s Campaign Said That He Would “Study And Consider” Rubio’s DREAM Act Outline. According to the
Boston Globe, “Mitt Romney’s campaign said Wednesday that the presumptive Republican presidential nominee will ‘study
and consider’ the immigration bill outlined by Florida Senator Marco Rubio, but it stopped short of offering an endorsement.
Rubio, a rising GOP star rumored to be a possible running mate for Romney, said Tuesday that he is putting together a
conservative alternative to the Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act. That bill, supported by
Democrats and popular among Latinos, would facilitate citizenship for illegal immigrant youths who enroll in college or enlist
in the military. The plan by Rubio, the son of Cuban exiles, would allow these young illegal immigrants to stay in the United
States but would deny them citizenship.” [Boston Globe, 4/18/12]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Proposal Offered A Way To The DREAM Act. According to the Miami Herald, Cheryl Little of the
Americans for Immigrant Justice wrote, “Florida’s U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio has the right idea. Dream Act youth should be
granted legal status. Sen. Rubio’s proposal would offer Dreamers a nonimmigrant visa that could be renewed indefinitely. It
wouldn’t lead to U.S. residency or citizenship, but would legalize their legal status… Such provisional status can serve as a
bridge to the future. Someday, Congress could approve the pending DREAM Act (S.952). This bill would allow immigrant
youth who attend college or serve in the U.S. military to earn their legal status and ultimately become citizens… Clearly,
provisional status granted by DHS would not be the whole enchilada for Dreamers or the country. But it is a practical solution
until Dreamers are afforded a path to legalization that leads to citizenship, full assimilation, equal protection under law and the
ability to maximize their potential contributions to this country.” [Cheryl Little, The Miami Herald, 4/17/12]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s “Dream Act” Would Not Allowed For People To Attain Status That Would Allow Them To Sponsor
Family Members Like His Aunt Did For His Parents In 1956. According to Pilar Marrero, “Florida Senator Marco Rubio
recently floated the idea of a Dream Act that would give some kind of legal status to undocumented young college students
but insisted that the way to do it would be to leave out a path to citizenship because it would ‘encourage chain migration.’ ‘The
current DREAM Act would allow for chain migration, which would not only legalize these kids but help relatives, that’ll be
another 4 million people, and that raises red flags,” Rubio said in late march during an interview with Juan Williams on Fox

News Latino. In other words, Rubio opposes offering the youngsters, many of whom are already graduate and post graduate
students, the kind of status that would allow them to eventually sponsor immediate family members, much like Rubio’s
parents in Cuba were sponsored by his auntie in Florida back in 1956, before Fidel Castro came to power.” [Pilar Marrero,
The Huffington Post, 4/11/12]
The Palm Beach Post Editorial: Rubio’s “DREAM Act” Was Nothing More Than Just A Talking Point. Accoreding
to the Palm Beach Post, “Rubio aide Alex Conant said that, like the Dream Act, Sen. Rubio’s legislation would apply to young
people who are undocumented ‘through no fault of their own’ and enter the armed forces or college. Unlike the Dream Act, it
would not provide a path to citizenship. Instead, the legislation would provide ‘status’ in the form of a ‘work visa’ to those
who met the conditions. As Mr. Conant acknowledged, however, there is no bill yet. ‘We are actively working,’ he said. When
might there be a bill? ‘Soon.’ What does ‘soon’ mean? ‘In the next few weeks or months.’ So, are we talking more weeks or
months? ‘We are hoping for weeks.’ And what about that visa? Would it be one that exists? Would it be a new type of work
visa? Would it last indefinitely, or at least until Congress passed follow-up legislation to address those holding it? ‘Those are
the sorts of details we are still working on.’ It’s mid-April. The Senate takes off most of August. Nothing big gets done after
Labor Day in election years. Yet Sen. Rubio complained to National Review that ‘Democrats and the left don’t want to solve
this issue; they want this issue to remain out there because they want to use it as a political tool.’ In fact, Senate Republicans
have been the main impediments to immigration reform, even when President Bush finally pushed the issue. To make his case,
Sen. Rubio will have to dream up something more than a talking point.” [The Palm Beach Post Editorial, 4/11/12]
Rubio’s Steps Toward “Taking A Role” In The Immigration Debate Was “Carefully Planned.” According to the
Tampa Bay Times, “Rubio’s steps toward taking a role in the immigration debate have been carefully planned. First came his
call for the GOP to tone down the rhetoric. In November, he did an interview with the Wall Street Journal and followed it
with an appearance on Fox News. ‘The Republican Party should not be labeled as the anti-illegal immigration party,’ Rubio
said. ‘Republicans need to be the pro-legal immigration party.’ Now comes his Dream Act alternative, which would give legal
status to college students and members of the military. Rubio says he was spurred by Daniela Pelaez, a North Miami High
School valedictorian who faced deportation.” [Tampa Bay Times, 4/9/12]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s “DREAM Act” Was A 21st Century Bracero Program For Immigrant Youth. According to Myma
Orozco, “Rubio’s ‘DREAM Act without a dream’ approach is an invitation to exploitation. It is a 21st Century Bracero
program. As with the old Bracero program, a guest worker program of the 40’s, 50’s and 60’s that exploited, and then
deported-millions of Mexican workers, Senator Rubio’s proposal would make the Unites States, a country many of us have
lived in for most of our lives, take our labor, our talents and even our blood, while reserving the right to deport us at will.
Without citizenship, we would remain in a situation of less-than second-class citizenship, lacking the opportunity for full
integration into our society.” [Myma Orozco, FOX News Latino, 4/6/12]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s DREAM Act Plan Would Create Second-Class Citizens. Eric Liu wrote, “Many people lament that
we’re becoming two Americas – haves and have-nots, separate and unequal. But it’s rare to see a public leader actually propose
it. So I suppose you have to credit Senator Marco Rubio, Republican of Florida, for his candor. In recent days this son of
Cuban immigrants has been floating an immigration proposal that would unabashedly create a two-tiered system of
Americans: real and not real. Rubio’s idea is a response to the DREAM Act, which once had bipartisan support but is now
toxic to a GOP base that’s become rabidly restrictionist. Under the DREAM Act, undocumented immigrants who serve in the
military or go to college would earn a path to legalization and citizenship. Rubio’s proposal, though, drops the “and
citizenship” part. He concocts a new status that allows these immigrants to stay on American soil but bars them from
becoming American citizens… Republicans often claim that the presence of undocumented immigrants undermines the
integrity of our citizenship. But the irony is that Rubio would undermine it another way: by condemning millions of people to
civic purgatory. What would it mean to create a huge cohort of un-citizens who can legally live among us, work for us and die
for us but who cannot vote or serve on juries or get a passport? What would it be like to create a category of permanent guest
workers branded by law as outsiders in perpetuity? It would be, in a word, un-American.” [Eric Liu, Time, 4/3/12]
Bloomberg Editorial: Rubio’s “Half Dream” Still An Immigration Nightmare. According to Bloomberg’s Editorial
Board, “Senator Marco Rubio of Florida says he is working on legislation to enable illegal immigrants who came to the U.S. as
children to gain some form of legal status. Senators Jon Kyl of Arizona and Kay Bailey Hutchison of Texas are said to be
working on legislation of their own, to be unveiled at a politically propitious moment. Democrats are already denouncing the
moves as cynical and politically inspired. We’re no fans of cynicism, but there’s nothing wrong with politics being politically
inspired. If the Republican senators can use electoral expediency to push their colleagues toward a more sensible approach to
immigration, that’s good for the party -- and for every American.” [Editorial, Bloomberg, 4/2/12]

Op-Ed: Rubio Committed the Biggest “Belly-Flop” Of His Career By Statin He Was Working On An Alternative
Version To The DREAM Act. Chris Zepeda-Millin wrote, “The same week that the Cuban-American Senator endorsed
Romney--perhaps the biggest ‘flip-flopper’ in Republican presidential primary history (for some reminders checkout this
YouTube video)--Rubio also performed one of the biggest “belly-flops” of his career, stating that he’s working on an
alternative version of the DREAM Act that would ‘offer legal status without a pathway to citizenship.’ Rubio’s version is such
a far cry from the original DREAM Act that last week a New York Times editorial called it, ‘A Dream Act Without the
Dream.’ Since the junior senator from Florida has never supported the federal DREAM Act, this isn’t a Romney-style ‘flipflop.’ This is a flat-out ‘belly-flop,’ because Rubio is attempting to retain his hard-line stance against a bill that would benefit
thousands of undocumented Latino youth, while at the same time creating an opportunity to later deceive Latino voters by
claiming that he “technically” has supported a version of the legislation. Reporting on this latest GOP movida [slick move],
The Hill succinctly explains the motivations behind these actions: “Senate Republicans want to alter DREAM Act legislation
to steal away Hispanic voters from Democrats.’ Despite Rubio’s support for Arizona’s racist ‘papers please law’ (which most
Latinos across the country opposed) and standing against the legalization of undocumented immigrants (which more than
85% of Latinos nationwide support), his position on the DREAM Act is particularly important to note because not only do
90% of Latinos in the U.S. support the bill, but so do 78% of Latino voters in Florida, and even 74% of Cubans.” [Chris
Zepeda-Millin, Huffington Post, 4/1/12]
Rubio Said That The Democratic Version Of The DREAM Act Would Create Amnesty And Chain Migration.
According to the National Review, Rubio discussed his concerns with the current version of the DREAM Act with the
National Review. Rubio: “the problem is that all of the existing policy proposals that are out there like the DREAM Act create
amnesty. They create incentives for illegal immigration, chain migration, and all sorts of problems. What I have said is that I
believe we can deal with these kids and these circumstances without making all of the DREAM Act’s mistakes.” [National
Review, 3/30/12]
New York Times Editorial: Rubio’s Version Of The DREAM Act Was Without A “Dream.” The New York Times
Editorial Board, “Senator Marco Rubio of Florida, who has recently been floating his stripped-down version of the Dream
Act, a bill to legalize young unauthorized immigrants — Americans in all but name — who serve in the military or go to
college. Mr. Rubio’s idea to make it palatable to his party is to offer them legalization without citizenship. ‘You can legalize
someone’s status,’ he says, “without placing them on a path toward citizenship.” He warns that if Dream Act youths became
citizens, they could — horrors — someday sponsor family members to enter legally. This idea is nothing more than some
newly invented third-class status — not illegal, but not American. It’s the Dream Act without the dream and should be
dismissed out of hand, along with similar half-measures embraced by Mitt Romney and other Republican presidential
candidates, who endorse legalization for military service but not college, and not citizenship in any case.” [New York Times
Editorial, 3/27/12]
Rubio Worked On An Alternative To The DREAM Act. According to the International Business Times, “Senate
Republicans are working on an alternative version of the DREAM Act, a Democratic-supported bill that has become a
lightning rod in the immigration debate… Rubio did not provide any details on the new legislation. The Hill reported that
Sens. Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., and Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas, are also working on a bill, but the particulars are likely to remain
under wraps. ‘I don’t have any specifics to announce yet,’ Rubio told the Hill. ‘This stuff has to be done responsibly. We’re
working toward that and hopefully very soon.’” [International Business Times, 3/27/12]
Op-Ed: Rubio Said He Supported The Dream Act In Some Form; Wants Undocumented Students To Have A
Chance To Say But Doesn’t Want To Place Them On A Path Toward Citizenship. Fawn Johnson wrote, “Sen. Marco
Rubio, R-Fla., said on Thursday that he supports the Dream Act in some form. He wants undocumented students to have the
chance to stay, but he doesn’t want to hand them citizenship on a platter. He’s splitting hairs on the legalization front: How
does one attain legal status in the long term without gaining a permanent visa? It’s not clear. But he also is opening the door to
something of a small solution for some of the illegal immigrants in the country. ‘I do want to help out these kids. The Dream
Act is a way to help them out,’ Rubio said in an interview with Geraldo Rivera. He cautioned that he does not support the
current version of the Dream Act because it would afford a clear path to citizenship for some undocumented students. But he
is working with his Senate colleagues to find a way to “legalize someone’s status in this country with a significant amount of
certainty about their future without placing them on a path toward citizenship.” [Fawn Johnson, National Journal, 3/15/12]

E-Verify

Rubio Stressed The Use Of The Federal E-Verify System. In regards to the Guest Worker Program, Rubio “stressed the
need to modernize the immigration system, including the use of federal E-Verify software to confirm the legal status of all
workers. Rubio’s spokesman, Alex Burgos, said the concerns surrounding the guest worker issue ‘are among the many areas
that need to be explored as part of this process.’” [Palm Beach Post, 6/22/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored Mandatory E-Verify Bill With Senator Grassley. “Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, and Sen. Marco
Rubio, R-Fla., are cosponsoring a bill requiring all employers to use E-Verify, a federal program that allows companies to
verify if a job applicant is authorized to work in the U.S. According to the Shark Tank, Rubio released the following statement:
Consistently, I have stated that a modernization of the legal immigration system is impossible unless we must first secure the
border and implement an E-Verify system that will help prevent the hiring and exploitation of undocumented workers. That’s
why I support Senator Charles Grassleys bill to make E-Verify permanent.” [The Florida Independent, 6/17/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Bill The Accountability Through Electronic Verification Act, Would Expand E-Verify. “By
Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself…Mr. RUBIO…): S. 1196. A bill to expand the use of E-Verify, to hold employers accountable,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on the Judiciary. Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, today, I am introducing legislation
to expand the E-Verify program and enhance our ability to hold employers accountable for their hiring practices. I am pleased
that several of my colleagues have joined me in cosponsoring this commonsense bill titled Accountability Through Electronic
Verification Act.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 141, 6/14/11]
Rubio Stated That No Immigration Reform Should Occur Without E-Verify. On immigration, “Republicans have said
Obama is up to the usual Washington games -- trying to rally Hispanic voters before the election -- but have not shown
initiative on the divisive issue. Sen. Marco Rubio, in an interview before the speech, said a debate is needed but tougher
security needs to come before reform measures. ‘We can’t move on to the modernization of our legal immigration system until
both the border and the workforce are secure -- both E-Verify and real security of both the Canadian and Mexican borders,’
the Florida Republican said.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 5/10/11]

Record As A State Legislator
In 2008, Rubio Did Not Allow Six Illegal Immigration Bills To Come To The Florida House Floor; Immigration
Was Not A Priority. “The dozen bills being pitched in the House and Senate would increase employer verification
requirements, give local law enforcement agencies more authority to check for immigration status of people pulled over for
DUIs, and ban county or city funding for day-laborer centers such as one that exists in South Dade. Florida lawmakers looking
to pass bills targeted at curbing illegal immigration faced one major hurdle this session -- convincing South Florida legislators,
who hold key leadership positions in the House and Senate, to support their cause. Without the backing of House Speaker
Marco Rubio, the first Cuban-American to hold the position, the bills failed to get any major play in their committees. Six
weeks into the session, a three-hour workshop was held on the six House bills, but even that failed to produce its desired
intent of combining the bills into one larger committee bill. NOT ON THE LIST ‘Speaker Rubio outlined the priorities of the
session and this didn’t fall under that list,’ said Rivera, one of Rubio’s lieutenants. Cities and states across the country have
been passing a patchwork of immigration enforcement laws in record numbers -- 244 immigration bills were passed in 46
states in 2007 according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. All the more reason for Florida to jump on board to
pass its own legislation, says Rep. Gayle Harrell, a Jupiter Republican, proposing a bill that among other things would require
state agencies to verify the citizenship of any public assistance applicant older than 14. ‘We’re frustrated that it hasn’t moved
faster,’ said Harrell, who added that she’s prepared to fight for the bill for the rest of the session.” [The Miami Herald,
4/17/08]
During The 2008 Session Rubio Allowed Illegal Immigration Bills To Stall In Committee. “One of the most divisive
issues facing Florida lawmakers this session has nothing to do with budgets. It’s illegal immigration. And probably no other
issue illustrates behind-the-scenes politics in Tallahassee better than what’s happening with five bills, all dealing with illegal
immigration. Or rather, what’s not happening. The bills are stuck in committee, and their sponsors have been told they have
no chance of being heard as written. Instead, they may be combined into one less-controversial ‘committee bill,’ and even then
the chance of passage is slim. Only one bill, a sixth bill sponsored by Rep. William Snyder, R-Stuart, that makes it a crime to
smuggle illegal aliens, is moving forward on its own. ‘I think because it’s perceived as ‘anti-smuggler’ and not ‘antiimmigrant,” Snyder said.” [Vero Beach Press Journal, 4/6/08]

KEY VOTES
Immigration Bills Co-Sponsored By Rubio In The Florida Legislature That Could Potentially Hurt Him With The
Tea Party.


“HB119 CS GENERAL BILL by Zapata (CO-SPONSORS) Arza; Bucher; Bullard; Cantens; Davis, M.; Garcia, R.;
Harper; Jordan; Kottkamp; Llorente; Patterson; Planas; Reagan; Richardson; Rivera; Robaina; Roberson, Y.; Rubio;
RECOMMENDED by Education K-20 Resident Status for Tuition Purposes: Provides an exemption from payment of
nonresident tuition at community colleges and state universities for certain students meeting eligibility criteria; reenacts
provisions relating to general requirements for eligibility for state financial aid, to incorporate the amendment. Effective
Date: This act shall take effect July 1, 2003 Last Event: Died in Committee on Appropriations on Friday, May 02, 2003
6:15 PM “ [Tampa Bay Examiner, 7/21/11]



HB127 A GENERAL BILL by Zapata (CO-SPONSORS) Arza; Davis, M.; Harper; Homan; Jordan; Kottkamp; Murzin;
Rivera; Robaina; Roberson, Y.; Rubio Resident Status for Tuition Purposes: Provides an exemption from payment of
nonresident tuition at community colleges and state universities for certain students who are not permanent residents of
the United States; reenacts provisions relating to general requirements for eligibility for state financial aid, to incorporate
the amendment. Effective Date: This act shall take effect July 1, 2003 Last Event: Died, Not Introduced on Tuesday, May
27, 2003 11:16 PM “ [Tampa Bay Examiner, 7/21/11]



HB715 CS GENERAL BILL by Llorente (CO-SPONSORS) Garcia, R.; Murzin; Planas; Prieguez; Rivera; Roberson, Y.;
Rubio; Zapata; RECOMMENDED by Health Care Self-Pay Patients: Provides legislative findings; requires hospitals to
develop and make available two payment allowance programs for qualified self-pay patients; provides program guidelines
and requirements; provides exclusions; provides a definition of patients qualified for such programs; provides exceptions;
prohibits hospitals from pursuing civil remedies against such patients. Effective Date: upon becoming a law Last Event:
Died in Subcommittee on Health Appropriations on Friday, April 30, 2004 11:40 PM “ [Tampa Bay Examiner, 7/21/11]



HM1727 MEMORIAL by Gannon (CO-SPONSORS) Adams; Allen; Altman; Ambler; Anderson; Arza; Attkisson;
Ausley; Baker; Barreiro; Baxley; Bean; Bendross-Mindingall; Bense; Benson; Berfield; Bilirakis; Bogdanoff; Bowen;
Brandenburg; Brown; Brummer; Brutus; Bucher; Bullard; Byrd; Cantens; Carroll; Clarke; Cretul; Culp; Cusack; Davis, D.;
Davis, M.; Dean; Detert; Domino; Evers; Farkas; Fields; Fiorentino; Galvano; Gardiner; Gelber; Gibson; Gibson, H.;
Goodlette; Gottlieb; Green; Greenstein; Harper; Harrell; Harrington; Hasner; Henriquez; Holloway; Homan; Jennings;
Johnson; Jordan; Joyner; Justice; Kallinger; Kendrick; Kilmer; Kosmas; Kravitz; Kyle; Littlefield; Llorente; Machek;
Mahon; Mayfield; McInvale; Meadows; Mealor; Murman; Murzin; Needelman; Negron; Patterson; Paul; Peterman;
Pickens; Planas; Poppell; Prieguez; Quinones; Reagan; Rich; Richardson; Ritter; Rivera; Robaina; Roberson, Y.; Ross;
Rubio; Russell; Ryan; Sansom; Seiler; Simmons; Slosberg; Smith; Sobel; Sorensen; Spratt; Stansel; Stargel; Sullivan;
Troutman; Vana; Waters; Wiles; Wishner;Zapata Children’s Health Insurance: Urges Congress to extend the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program and appropriate sufficient funds to allow each state, using an appropriate match, to
extend health care coverage to every child in America. Effective Date: Not Specified Last Event: Died in Committee on
Procedures on Friday, April 30, 2004 11:40 PM “ [Tampa Bay Examiner, 7/21/11]



HB 1125 GENERAL BILL by Sansom and Rubio and Cannon (CO-SPONSORS) Arza Public Records: Exempts from
public records requirements working papers, including all documentary or other information, prepared or maintained by
the Legislative Sunset Advisory Committee in performing its duties under ch. 21, F.S., to conduct an evaluation and
prepare a report; specifies that information received for such purpose that is confidential and exempt shall remain
confidential and exempt; provides for future legislative review and repeal; provides a statement of public necessity.
Effective Date: July 1, 2006, if House Bill 1123 or similar legislation is adopted in the same legislative session or an
extension thereof and becomes law. Last Event: 05/05/06 S Died in Committee on Governmental Oversight and
Productivity, Link/Iden/Sim/Compare passed, refer to HB 1123 (Ch. 2006-146) on Saturday, May 06, 2006 1:11 AM”
[Tampa Bay Examiner, 7/21/11]

English As an Official Language

PolitiFact: Claim That Rubio Favored “English Only” Was False. “Rubio supports making English the official language
of the United States, but says he wouldn’t want to ban other languages. We don’t think that equals an “English only” policy.
English, for instance, already is the official language of the state of Florida (been that way since 1988), yet the state publishes
driver’s license forms, state voting materials and public school district information all in Spanish. We rate the claim Falso
(False).” [PolitiFact St. Petersburg Times, 10/19/10]
Rubio Said That English Should Be The Official Language Of The United States. “Republican Senate candidate Marco
Rubio said only ‘nuances’ separate his stance on immigration from that of his new ally, U.S. Sen. James DeMint of South
Carolina. Rubio, who is Cuban-American, said he agrees with DeMint’s position that English should be the official language of
the U.S. ‘We have to have a common language that unites the people,” said Rubio, the former state lawmaker from Miami.
‘I’m not in favor of banning other languages, but my name is spelled the same way in Spanish as it is in English.’ Lucky for
him, since ballots might not be available in Spanish and Creole in Rubio’s diverse Miami turf under legislation backed by
DeMint that says government documents and services need only be available in English.” [The Miami Herald Naked Politics
Blog, 6/16/09]

Arizona Immigration Law
Rubio Said The Supreme Court’s Decision On The Arizona Law Was A Reminder Of Washington’s “Failure To Fix
Our Broken Immigration Law” And That The Best Way To Solve The Issue Was At The Federal Level. “Today’s
decision on Arizona’s immigration law is a reminder of Washington’s failure to fix our broken immigration system. If the
federal government would do its job and address this issue, states like Arizona would not be compelled to address the violence
and lawlessness stemming from the federal government’s dereliction of duty with respect to maintaining the sovereignty of our
borders. While I maintain that states do have a constitutional right to pass laws to address public safety issues in their
communities, I nonetheless believe the best way to solve the immigration issue is at the federal level. Rather than have states
enact their own unique immigration laws – and then spend precious time and taxpayer money litigating these matters –
Washington should act legislatively to secure our border, implement a workable employment verification system, modernize
our antiquated visa system, and responsibly address the situation faced by a limited number of young people who were
brought here by their parents as children and now find themselves without any legal status in the United States.” [ABC, The
Note, 6/26/12]
Rubio Said That The Arizona Immigration Law Was Not Ideal And That It Was Not A Model For The Country.
“Sen. Marco Rubio said Monday that the controversial Arizona immigration law on which the Supreme Court is expected to
rule this week is ‘not ideal.’ ‘I think Arizona-type laws are not ideal,’ the Florida Republican said on ‘Fox & Friends.’ ‘I don’t
think they’re the ideal way to handle this issue. I’ve never believed in state immigration policies.’ The senator, a son of Cuban
immigrants, emphasized that he nonetheless believes the Arizona law is constitutional and that the Supreme Court should
uphold it when it announces its highly anticipated decision. He also criticized the federal government for failing to reform the
country’s immigration system. ‘I don’t think the law is a model for the country. I think the model for the country is for the
federal government to do its job and what I’ve reminded people is that if the federal government was enforcing our
immigration laws and had a workable legal immigration system, you wouldn’t need Arizona-type laws,’ he said. ‘The federal
government should do its job.’” [Politico, 6/25/12]
Rubio: Arizona Immigration Law Shouldn’t Be National Model. “An Arizona immigration law that allows police officers
to check a person’s legal status during routine traffic stops shouldn’t be a ‘national model,’ says rising GOP star Sen. Marco
Rubio of Florida. Arizona has difficulty controlling illegal immigration and ‘has a right to pass that bill,’ Rubio said Sunday on
NBC’s ‘Meet the Press.’ ‘I understand why they did it. But I don’t think it’s a national model. I don’t think other states should
follow suit,’ said Rubio, the son of Cuban immigrants. ‘For example, I don’t want to see a law like that in Florida.’”
[Bloomberg News via Denver Post, 6/25/12]
Rubio Said That The Arizona Law Was Not A Model For The Nation, Which Was In Conflict To Romney’s
Position. According to the National Journal, “Florida Sen. Marco Rubio said Thursday that he does not view Arizona’s
crackdown on illegal immigration as a ‘model,’ distancing himself from presumptive Republican presidential nominee Mitt
Romney, who has embraced the legislation… Rubio said he understood why frustration with illegal immigration led Arizona to
pass a law allowing police to demand proof of citizenship. He also disagreed with the Obama administration’s contention that
the law is unconstitutional. But he added, ‘I do not believe [laws like the one in Arizona] should be a model for the country.’”
[The National Journal, 4/19/12]

Rubio Opposed Arizona’s Immigration Law. According to CNN, “‘The original law allowed for racial profiling. I don’t
think they intended that. I don’t believe they did. But the original language in that law allowed for racial and ethnic profiling.
And they changed that, to their credit, a week later. They passed a bill that changed that,’ Rubio said. Still, Rubio doesn’t want
even the amended Arizona legislation to become the law of the land. ‘I don’t think the Arizona bill should serve as a model for
the rest of the country,’ he added.” [CNN, 9/8/10]
Rubio Declined To Take A Firm Stand On A Florida Proposed Law That Was Similar To Arizona’s. According to
CNN, “Florida GOP Senate candidate Marco Rubio on Thursday declined to take a firm stance on a newly proposed bill in
Florida that would require immigrants to carry identification or face a 20-day jail sentence. The bill was unveiled Wednesday
by Bill McCollum, the state’s Republican attorney general and gubernatorial candidate.” [Politico, 8/12/10]

Startup Act 2.0
Along with Senators Coons, Warner And Moran, Rubio Introduced The Startup Act 2.0 Which Would Create Two
New For Visas For Legal Immigrants. According to the Richmond Times-Dispatch, “In an unlikely alliance, Sen. Mark
Warner, D-Va., will today join with tea-party favorite Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., in introducing legislation to build on the Jobs
Act signed into law earlier this year. Joined by Sens. Christopher Coons, D-Del., and Jerry Moran, R-Kan., Warner and Rubio
are rolling out the Startup Act 2.0, aimed at helping new businesses add to their payrolls and jump-start the still-ailing
economy… The legislation’s core component is the creation of two new visas for legal immigrants: an ‘entrepreneur’s visa’ to
allow immigrants creating jobs to stay put and a ‘STEM visa” for U.S.-educated foreign students who graduate with a master’s
or Ph.D. in science, technology, engineering or mathematics.” [Richmond Times-Dispatch via WSLA, 5/22/12]

Undocumented Immigrants And The Child Tax Credit
Rubio Pushed A Bill That Would Make It Harder For Undocumented Immigrants To Claim A Child Tax Credit;
Was Accused Of Hypocrisy As He Pushed For A DREAM Act Alternative. “U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio this month filed a
bill aimed at making it harder for undocumented immigrants to claim a child tax credit. The effort drew little attention for
good reason: Rubio’s office did not publicize it. But liberal groups and immigrant advocates noticed and are accusing the
Florida Republican of hypocrisy, saying he is hurting innocent children at the same time he pushes a Dream Act alternative
that seeks to help children who were brought to the United States illegally, as he says, ‘through no fault of their own.’ ‘There is
no way Sen. Rubio can logically square this proposal that puts low-income U.S.-citizen children in the crosshairs with his
professed desire to provide ‘humanitarian’ relief to ‘blameless’ undocumented youth,’ reads a piece by the liberal Center for
American Progress.” [Tampa Bay Times via Miami Herald, 5/29/12]


Rubio Was Criticized For Being Hypocritical In Regards To The Issue Of Children Of Illegal Immigrants.
According to the National Journal, “Now a liberal group has Rubio in its sights, accusing him of hypocrisy for
sympathizing with undocumented students while at the same time introducing legislation they say ‘attacks’ the children of
illegal immigrants, many of whom are U.S. citizens by birthright. The same day Rubio discussed his position on the Dream
Act with Ingraham, he quietly introduced legislation that would make it more difficult for illegal immigrants to claim a
child tax credit. The bill would require immigrants to submit immigration papers along with their tax documentation in
order to receive a child tax credit refund. ‘There is no way Sen. Rubio can logically square this proposal that puts lowincome U.S.-citizen children in the crosshairs with his professed desire to provide ‘humanitarian’ relief to ‘blameless’
undocumented youth,’ wrote Marshall Fitz, the executive director of the Center for American Progress, in a statement on
the think tank’s website.” [National Journal, 6/1/12]

Other
PolitiFact: Rubio’s Statement That The “A Million People A Year Come Into The U.S. Legally” And That No Other
Country “Comes Close” Was Rated “True.” “So while one could say that 46 million people actually ‘come into the U.S.
legally,’ we’ll give Rubio the benefit of the doubt that he was referring to the 1 million who were granted permanent resident

status, not those admitted on a temporary basis. On Rubio’s other claim — that ‘no other country even comes close to that
figure’ — we looked at immigration statistics from the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, a research
group for advanced industrialized nations. Using 2009 statistics, the only nation that came close to the United States in
permanent immigrant inflows was Germany. That year, the United States had 1,130,800 permanent immigrants, compared
with 606,314 for Germany. So the United States had numbers about twice as big. The third-place finisher, Spain, had
469,300…Rubio is right that ‘a million people a year come into the U.S. legally’ and that ‘no other country even comes close to
that figure.’ We rate his statement True.” [Tampa Bay Times, PolitiFact, 6/25/12]
Rubio Said Romney’s “Self-Deportation” Of Immigrants Was Not A Policy, But An Observation Of What People
Would Do In A Country Where Immigration Laws Were Not Enforced. “Marco Rubio on Thursday defended
comments Mitt Romney made earlier this year about the likelihood that undocumented immigrants would self-deport if the
federal government cracked down on illegal immigration. ‘I’ve never understood self-deportation, in what the governor has
presented, as a policy. It’s not a policy,’ Rubio told reporters during a breakfast meeting in Washington, D.C. ‘I think it’s an
observation of what people will do in a country that’s enforcing its immigration laws.’” [Yahoo News via OTUS News,
6/21/12]
David Axelrod Said That It Would Be An “Insult” To The Hispanic Community Is Rubio Was Selected To The
Ticket. According to Fox News Latino, “Univision host Jorge Ramos stated that Obama “broke a major campaign promise”
on immigration reform and asked Axelrod if Romney could potentially win the Latino vote with Rubio as his running mate. ‘I
think it would be an insult to the Hispanic community to choose Sen. Rubio if he thinks that that is somehow -- if Gov.
Romney thinks that’s sort of a ‘get out of jail free’ card for all of the things and the positions that he’s taken,’ Axelrod said.
Axelrod noted that Romney opposed the proposed DREAM Act, which would have offered undocumented young people a
path to citizenship if they go to college or join the military.” [Fox News Latino, 6/4/12]
Rubio Claimed That Many Democrats Would Rather Have The Immigration Issue Unsolved For Political Reasons.
According to Politico, “Sen. Marco Rubio on Wednesday blamed Washington’s inability to produce a comprehensive
immigration policy on Democrats who prefer that the issue remain unresolved so they can continue to leverage it to win the
Hispanic vote. ‘I think there are some people in the Democratic Party that think that the immigration issue’s more valuable to
them unsolved, that it gives them something to talk about, that they can go back to Hispanic communities and make
unrealistic promises every two years and win votes,’ Rubio (R-Fla.) said in an appearance on “On the Record with Greta Van
Susteren.’ He added, ‘For some Democrats, the issue of immigration is better politically if they just leave it the way it is right
now because they can use it against Republicans.’” [Politico, 5/24/12]
Salon Wrote That Rubio Lacked “Substance” When It Came To Immigration. According to Salon, “What Rubio lacks,
compared to Kobach, is substance. In talking to Newsmax Rubio tried to cast his position in terms of conservative ideology.
‘People from Latin America come here to get away from the failed economic government policies of places like Venezuela and
Cuba. They come here because big government doesn’t work.’ This may work in the blogosphere but it seems detached from
the reality of most immigrants’ lives. The vast majority of legal and illegal immigrants come from Mexico, whose neoliberal
economic policies have been praised by Presidents Obama and Bush. Venezuela does not even rank in the top 10 countries of
origin for Latino immigrants in the U.S. It is true that socialist Cuba ranks fourth on that list with 1.67 million immigrants in
the U.S. — right behind impeccably capitalistic El Salvador, which has sent 1.7 million people here. The fact is that most
people who come to the United States seek opportunity for themselves and their children and most people who want them to
leave don’t care about their motivation in coming.” [Salon, 4/3/12]
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S.3606 The Jumpstart Our Business Startups Act, Which Prohibited The
Treasury Department From Inquiring About Interests Paid To Nonresident Aliens. This amendment to a jobs bill
would prohibit the Treasury Department from inquiring about interests paid to nonresident aliens. According to the
Congressional Record, “SA 1901. Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. Nelson of Florida, and Mr. Cornyn) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 3606, to increase American job creation and economic growth by improving
access to the public capital markets for emerging growth companies; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: At the
end, add the following:TITLE X--OTHER PROVISIONS SEC. X01. PROHIBITION ON TREASURY REGULATIONS
WITH RESPECT TO INFORMATION REPORTING ON CERTAIN INTEREST PAID TO NONRESIDENT
ALIENS.Except to the extent provided in Treasury Regulations as in effect on February 21, 2011, the Secretary of the
Treasury shall not require (by regulation or otherwise) that an information return be made by a payor of interest in the case of
interest-- (1) which is described in section 871(i)(2)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and (2) which is paid-- (A) to a
nonresident alien, and (B) on a deposit maintained at an office within the United States.” [CR S1814, 3/19/12]

Rubio Called On The GOP To Be The “Pro-Legal Immigration Party.” In an interview with Time Magazine, Rubio
said, that the Republican party needs more of a positive message in regards to immigration. Rubio: “‘On the need for a more
positive GOP message on immigration. What’s the Republican legal--immigration plan? And that’s a problem, when all they
hear from you is what you’re against and not what you’re for. The Republican Party has to become the pro–legal immigration
party. It has to be a party that puts out two things: a common-sense, compassionate yet law-based response to people that are
here without documents, and a robust legal--immigration system that -emphasizes border security, worker security and an
workable visa program. We have to have a proactive policy in that regard, and we haven’t.’” [Time, Swampland, 2/22/12]
In Regards To Immigration, Rubio Had A Conciliatory Tone When He Addressed The Hispanic Leadership
Network. According to the Huffington Post, “Speaking to the Hispanic Leadership Network (HLN), Republican Senator
Marco Rubio of Florida sounded like someone who knows he’s being considered as a possible running mate for the
Republican nominee this fall-and who knows the party has to fix a badly battered relationship with the nation’s Hispanic
voters. Rubio challenged the Republican candidates, and the rest of the party, to confront the difficult issue of immigration
and to ‘not just be the anti-illegal immigration party, but the pro-legal immigration party.’ At the same time, he argued, ‘both
sides are guilty of using the issue (of immigration) to divide us.’ His smooth, conciliatory tone was unnecessary to win over the
audience in the conference room of a Doral, FL hotel, who gave a standing ovation to the young, charismatic senator speaking
in his own backyard. It was directed at another Hispanic audience: those for whom anti-immigrant rhetoric, translated into
concrete actions at the state level, and failed, blocked attempts at progress at the federal level, has leveled Hispanic support for
the Republican Party-something some Republicans, including those who lead the HLN, want to change this election year.”
[The Huffington Post, 1/30/12]
Rubio Said That The GOP Should Tone Down It’s Rhetoric Regarding Immigration. According to the Miami Herald,
“With growing signs that Hispanic voters are turned off to GOP positions on immigration, U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio is trying to
use his national profile to deliver a message to his party: Tone it down. ‘The Republican Party should not be labeled as the
anti-illegal immigration party. Republicans need to be the pro-legal immigration party,’ the Florida lawmaker said on Fox News
Monday morning. The appearance follows other efforts in the past two weeks — including a story in the Wall Street Journal
and a speech in Texas — in which Rubio has criticized inflammatory immigration rhetoric. Rubio says the GOP should focus
on modernizing the legal immigration system. During a speech before the conservative Federalist Society last week in
Washington he proposed changes to the visa system to allow high academic achievers to stay in the U.S. or to bring in job
creators. Rubio also said the guest worker program could be improved. Those proposals would do little, however, and ignore
the bigger question: What to do with the 12 million illegal immigrants already in the U.S.?” [The Miami Herald, 11/14/11]
At The Texas Hispanic Leadership Forum Meeting In Dallas, Rubio Believed That The Republican Party’s Stance
On Immigration Has Hurt It’s Outreach To Hispanics. According to the Dallas Morning News, “To help gain more
Hispanic support, Republicans should push policies that not only follow the law but also honor the country’s history of legal
immigration, Florida Sen. Marco Rubio said Friday in Dallas. ‘It’s a mistake for the Republican Party to solely be known as the
anti-illegal immigration party. The Republican Party needs to be the pro-legal immigration party,’ Rubio told the Hispanic
Leadership Forum. Rubio, the son of Cuban immigrants, is a rising star in the GOP and has been mentioned as a vice
presidential contender next year. Rubio, without providing specifics, said the immigration system needs to be modernized
while being respectful of the law and the need for America to remain a country that values immigrants’ contributions.” [Dallas
Morning News, 11/4/11]


The Dallas Morning News Editorial: Rubio Did Not Offer Any Specifics On How The GOP Could Become The
Pro-Legal Immigration. According to the Dally Morning News Editorial Board, “It was heartening to hear Florida Sen.
Marco Rubio, a Republican, admit during a recent visit to Dallas that the rhetoric of the immigration debate ‘scares
people.’ Among those who would be scared — scared off is probably more accurate — would be the Hispanic voters who
might vote Republican were it not for the “heated rhetoric” over immigration. Rubio, who owes his election in 2010 to
the tea party, deserves credit for trying to steer the conversation away from the fringes, where some of his supporters are
firmly rooted. That he is mentioned as a possible vice presidential candidate makes his comments all the more noteworthy.
Rubio suggested that the GOP carve out a niche as the ‘pro-legal immigration party.’ He offered no specifics, so we will
have to wait for the details. But if he means that Republicans should take the lead in addressing the many obstacles that
currently prevent legal immigration, particularly from Mexico, then he might be onto something. It can take years, a
decade or even longer, in some cases, for Mexicans who are here legally to bring relatives through the normal immigration
channels. This remains a cause without a champion.” [The Dallas Morning News Editorial, 11/9/11]

Rubio Said That The Republican Party Had “Cannot Be The Anti-Illegal Immigration Party.” According to the
Huffington Post, Rubio also offered his party a cautionary note on immigration, saying it had to be careful not to focus

primarily on targeting undocumented immigrants. ‘We cannot be the anti-illegal immigration party. We have to be the prolegal immigration party,’ he said. ‘We have to be a party that advocates for a legal immigration system that’s good for
Americans, good for America and honors our tradition both as a nation of immigrants and as a nation of law.’” [The
Huffington Post, 10/5/11]
Rubio Sponsored A Bill That Would Prohibit The Treasury Department From Inquiring About Interests Paid To
Nonresident Aliens. According to CRS, this bill would prohibit the Treasury Department from inquiring about interests paid
to nonresident aliens. CRS: “Prohibits the Secretary of the Treasury from requiring a payor of interest to file an information
return on interest that is not effectively connected with a trade or business within the United States and that is paid to a
nonresident alien on a deposit maintained at an office within the United States.” [CRS, 8/2/11]
Tucson Citizen Blog: Rubio Toned Down Rhetoric To Latin Media. “Senator Marco Rubio is toning down his antiimmigrant rhetoric to the Latino audience. He says one thing to Anglo Tea Party supporters and another to Latin
media…Rubio blames the border issue on solely Mexican drug violence when his own brother was busted with one of the
biggest drug trafficking deals in Florida. Not only that, his brother in law was involved with dismemberment of a federal
informant. Please note that his brother-in-law is not a Mexican immigrant — his brother in law is a Cuban immigrant, and yet
his brother did only 12 years in prison after he was sentenced to 25 years. Why is that?” [Tucson Citizen Blog, 7/25/11]
Rubio’s Position Regarding Amnesty Could Be Viewed As Hypocritical. Javier [Manjarres, conservative Latino blogger
from Florida] claims we are for amnesty, however, he is silent with regard to Cuban-Americans enjoying their unique amnesty
privilege via the the Cuban Adjustment Act (wet-foot/dry-foot policy). Living in Florida, will Javier take a position to the CAA
and the one year of entitlements? We believe Javier and several mainstream Republicans are unaware of this unique amnesty
afforded to Cuban-Americans, and it is hypocritical for Marco Rubio to take an enforcement only position when his own
family was given this compassion. Cuban-Americans who come here are on probation for about a year, and they
receive government entitlements for that year…Marco Rubio was wrong to attribute the drug violence to “just Mexico” when
he supported a harsh anti-immigrant law in Arizona…even though clearly his own brother-in-law was involved in one of the
largest drug trafficking schemes and the death of a federal informant who was dismembered in Florida — a non-border state.
We asked Marco Rubio to retract his support for Arizona’s SB 1070 law, and his anti-immigrant enforcement only policy
stance.” [Tucson Citizen Blog, 7/24/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio Said That It Was the Federal Government’s Job To Address The “Illegal Alien” Problem.. “Senator
Marco Rubio of Florida , when pressed by Fox news Greta Van Sustern on Arizona’s right to enforce Federal law concerning
their illegal alien problem, (paraphrase) “believed it is the federal government’s job to address the illegal alien problem.’
However, at the end of the day the Supreme Court of the United States agreed with Arizona in its right to defend State
borders by enforcing federal law on its own. Senator Rubio may be on a short list for a VP slot in 2012, some are pushing for
a 2012 run as a Presidential Candidate. The following information is presented as is and prior to Rubio’s election as U.S.
Senator from Florida. Maybe Senator Rubio can explain the reasoning behind these legislative attempts in Florida and who it
might have helped. [Tampa Bay Examiner, 7/21/11]
Rubio Said That Only U.S. Citizens Should Be Counted For The Purpose Of Congressional Redistricting. “This
week’s announcement that Florida will pick up two congressional seats and a pair of electoral votes certainly enhances the
state’s clout in Washington. But that extra political muscle comes with an interesting twist. The state would have gained only
one additional seat had the census counted just U.S. citizens, one researcher found. Last February, as Marco Rubio waged
what proved to be a successful campaign for the U.S. Senate, he ran into criticism when he advocated that only legal U.S.
citizens be counted for the purpose of awarding congressional seats. He quickly backtracked, saying he thought the census
should also count legal residents, but not illegal immigrants. Rubio was unavailable to speak for this story, spokesman Alex
Burgos said.” [St. Petersburg Times, 12/24/10]
Rubio Said That He Opposed Amnesty. “The candidates also clashed on immigration policy in response to a question
about how the federal government should handle the nation’s 11 million undocumented immigrants. ‘I don’t believe we can
grant amnesty because I think it’s unfair to the people who have entered this country legally,’ Rubio said. He added: ‘I’ve never
advocated that we round people up.’ Pressed by CNN’s Crowley for a clear answer, Rubio said illegal immigrants should have
to return to their homelands and try to re-enter the country under an improved system. Crist took issue with Rubio’s reference
to ‘amnesty,’ saying he favored the legislation backed by former President George W. Bush that offered an ``earned path to
citizenship.’ Meek also favored the legislation spearheaded by Sen. Mel Martinez, R-Fla., whose early retirement paved the way
for the current Senate race.” [The Miami Herald, 10/25/10]

Rubio Was Torn Between Tea Party Activists And Washington Republican Elite Over Immigration; Conservatives
Still Cautious Regarding Rubio’s Stance On Immigration Due To His Record as Florida Speaker. “Conservative
activists -- still raw over what they say was his role in blocking illegal immigration legislation while speaker of the Florida
House -- say the burgeoning Republican star needs to deliver on campaign rhetoric for tougher enforcement. ‘We’ve been
waiting for him to come up with something and to be a leader on this issue,’ said Danita Kilcullen, founder of Tea Party Fort
Lauderdale. When President Barack Obama traveled to Texas recently to call for a renewed immigration debate, Rubio said
the borders need to be secured before anything. He demanded action on an employment background check system called EVerify. But Rubio has not made an effort to sponsor immigration legislation or even highlight the issue -- it is not listed on his
website, tea party members note. And he remained on the sidelines as E-Verify was narrowly defeated this month in the
Florida Legislature, where Rubio is held in almost holy regard. He is being torn in opposite directions by his base:
Washington’s Republican elite and Florida’s grass-roots activists who propelled him into office. The establishment is eagerly
positioning the charismatic 40-year-old son of Cuban exiles as the Hispanic face of the party. Activists are still angry that
under Rubio’s watch as speaker of the Florida House, a string of anti-illegal immigration bills died.” [The Miami Herald,
5/29/11]
Rubio Told Immigration Groups That His Parents “Lost Their Country.” “Rubio tried to make it clear to the audience
that he is one of them, even if they don’t always agree. He repeatedly invoked his own family’s immigrant success story, saying
his Cuban parents ‘lost their country’ and moved to the United States to make a better life for their children.” [The Miami
Herald, 9/18/10]
Rubio “Shrugged Off” A Republican Led Charge To Change The 14th Amendment That Would Not Allow Children
Of Illegal Citizens To Become Citizens Called It A “Distraction.” “A Republican-led charge to block children of illegal
immigrants from birthright citizenship has become a distraction, said Marco Rubio, the Republican front-runner in Florida’s
U.S. Senate race. ‘The fundamental issue we need to focus on is border security. These other things are really not at this
moment pressing issues,’ said Rubio, when asked about calls to revise the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. ‘If you
have a legal immigration system that works, these other issues take care of themselves,” he said. ‘Otherwise you end up
pursuing public policy that I don’t think solves the problem.’ Rubio, who billed himself as the most, “pro-legal immigration
candidate in the country,’ before denouncing amnesty for illegal immigrants in the next breath, said that while some might
‘spin’ the ongoing immigration debate as anti-Hispanic, ‘Ultimately, I don’t think enforcing your laws is anti-anything.’ ‘I’ve
been raised around immigration and immigrants my whole life,” he said. ‘Legal immigration is good for America, but I also
know we can’t be the only country in the world that doesn’t enforce its immigration laws.’ It was a careful choice of words for
a prominent Hispanic candidate caught between a growing national furor over illegal immigration and a cultural connection to
the source of that fury. Rubio is the son of Cuban immigrants. His wife is of Colombian descent. His mother prefers to
communicate in Spanish over English.” [St. Petersburg Times, 8/11/10]
Rubio Cited His Father’s Illness As the Reason For Canceling An Interview On Univision That Would Have
Discussed Arizona’s Illegal Immigration Law And His Relationship With David Rivera. “Citing his fathers illness,
Republican Senate candidate Marco Rubio postponed a highly anticipated appearance today on Univision’s popular WQBA1140 AM show from 4 to 5 p.m. hosted by Roberto Rodriguez Tejera. Rubio was slated to face questions from a panel of
respected journalists, including Bernadette Pardo, Helen Aguirre Ferre, and Manny Garcia of The Miami Heralds sister
publication, El Nuevo. Tejera said he planned to ask Rubio about the new Arizona crackdown on illegal immigration and
about his friend David Rivera’s relationship to a businessman who facilitates trade with Cuba.” [The Miami Herald via The
Reid Blog, 7/8/10]
PolitiFact: Rubio Said That The Arizona Immigration Law Would Create A “Police State,” Then Later Said He
Would Have Voted For The Legislation In A Slightly Different Version; Stance On Issue Was Rated As A “Half
Flop.” “Rubio, who is becoming a national conservative figure, said the law - which essentially requires immigrants to prove
their resident status if stopped by police - could create a “police state” when speaking to a crowd in South Florida. But later, in
talking to the conservative website Human Events, he said he would have voted for the Arizona law had he been in the
Legislature. The rulings Marco Rubio on the Arizona immigration law. HALF FLOP Rubio said the first version of the law
would create a ‘police state’ but would’ve voted for a slightly altered version.” [PolitiFact St. Petersburg Times, 5/30/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Position On Immigration Had Been Consistent. “GOP presumed nominee for the US Senate race in
Florida Marco Rubio explained his platform on immigration to Javier Manjarres at The Shark Tank. Candidate for the US
Senate in 2010 Marco Rubio responded at length on Tuesday to an impromptu interview with Javier Manjarres who writes the
Shark Tank. GOP presumed nominee Rubio expanded earlier comments about what national media call the
[#x2dc]immigration issue and what many on Main Street see as the border security issue. Rubio said his position hasn’t

changed. He’s right and The US Report can prove it. At that point, Rubio’s setup was exploratory. I was surprised when he
answered my questions immediately. He explained that he didn’t ask her to leave, event organizers apparently did. He wasn’t
upset by her questions. And he elaborated on his views about immigration: 1. I believe we must improve border security
dramatically; 2. I do not support Amnesty or any other effort to legalize the status of people who entered the U.S. illegally or
who entered legally and have since overstayed their visa. If you read Rubio’s statement from early 2009 and compare it to his
responses to Manjarres questions, one thing is certain. Rubio’s position on immigration has been consistent throughout and
one of the first interviews here at The US Report during his early candidacy proves it.” [Kay Day The US Report, 5/19/10]
Rubio Supported The Amended Version Of The Arizona Law That Outlawed Racial Profiling However Opposed
The Law Because He Believed Immigration Should Be Dealt At The Federal Level. “Republican U.S. Senate candidate
Marco Rubio, speaking on Spanish-language television Monday night, said he supported a change to Arizona’s controversial
immigration law -- and not necessarily the law itself. ‘The law, how it is now, do you support it, yes or no?’ Maria Elvira
Salazar asked on Mega TV’s Maria Elvira Live. ‘I don’t support states taking this into their own hands,’ Rubio replied. ‘I think
this needs to be dealt with at the federal level. What I support is the change they made to the law, because that improved the
law.”‘ Earlier this month, the conservative website Human Events asked Rubio if he would have voted for the changed
version of the law. ‘The second one that passed hit the right note. Yes,’ he said. The latest nuance on Monday night was part
of Rubio’s evolving position on the amended law, which makes it a crime for immigrants not to carry legal papers and gives
local police the power to question people suspected of being in the U.S. illegally. Proponents say the measure will bring law
and order to a state where the federal government allows illegal immigration to run amok. After passing the first time, the law
was amended to outlaw ethnic and racial profiling by police. But critics say that without any clearly defined criteria, police will
be forced to base their suspicions about a person’s legal status on his or her nationality or language skills. ‘I disagree with that
(criticism),’ Rubio told Salazar. ‘I’m a lawyer and I’ve read it and I support the change, because the change they made -- which
is what I support -- makes that law better.’ ‘And I keep saying and repeating, I don’t think this is the right way to deal with this
issue.’ [The Miami Herald via St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 5/18/10]
Spending Was Not The Only Issue That Critics Claimed Rubio Was No A Consistent Conservative On, Was Not
Friendly with Gun Owners, Did Not Allow Anti- Immigration Votes To Come Up, And Once Said Privately That
Carbon Emissions Should Be Capped. “Spending isn’t the only area where Rubio’s record departs from conservative
orthodoxy. Natural Resources Defense Council lobbyist Susan Glickman recalls sitting in Rubio’s office during the start of the
2008 legislative session, where she says he spoke eloquently about clean technologies that would help cut emissions. ‘He talked
about the need to cap carbon emissions. I was very impressed with him, with his open-mindedness, his forward thinking,’ said
Glickman. On the trail, Rubio has shredded Crist for signing an executive order mandating a cap-and-trade regime. But he also
supported a bill that would give the state Department of Environmental Protection the authority to create a program to rein in
greenhouse emissions, with the caveat of requiring legislative approval. When it comes to Second Amendment gun rights,
storied National Rifle Association lobbyist Marion Hammer accused Rubio of working against the group on one of the most
important priorities of her career. ‘Speaker Rubio talked the talk but didn’t walk the walk,’ said Hammer, the NRA’s first
female president and a 35-year Tallahassee veteran. She’s referring to his time spent tweaking 2008 legislation designed to
allow employees to keep a firearm inside their vehicle at work. It’s an issue that pitted gun-rights activists against the business
community, some of whom felt obliged to comply with federal laws requiring employers to provide a safe workplace. The
Florida Legislature approved the legislation, and Crist signed it into law, but Hammer said Rubio proved to be a major
obstacle behind the scenes. Rubio’s campaign points out that its candidate was able to thread the needle on the controversial
issue of guns at the workplace and that Hammer heaped praised on the bill after the bill-signing. While the NRA accepted the
deal, Hammer said its disappointment will become more apparent when her group issues its 2010 legislative grades this spring.
Rubio has boasted an ‘A’ rating from the NRA, but that is expected to drop. ‘He has not been a friend to gun owners. He tried
to cover himself by voting for it after doing everything he could to work against it. He plays to an audience. We will make sure
our members know,’ she said. A leader for a progressive group that used to heap praise on Rubio says there’s been a clear
change in his approach to complex issues. Arturo Vargas, the executive director for the National Association of Latino Elected
and Appointed Officials, said Rubio, the son of Cuban exiles born in Miami, blocked ‘scorched-earth’ legislation that sought to
clamp down on illegal immigration. ‘He, as speaker, kept many of those from coming up to a vote,’ Vargas said. “We were
very proud of his work as speaker of the House.’ In 2006, Rubio even voted for a bill that would have allowed the children of
illegal immigrants to pay the same tuition rates at Florida colleges as residents.” [Politico, 3/12/10]
Rubio Supported Excluding Illegal Immigrants In The Census. “Here comes Rubio marching through the terminal,
proposing to exclude illegal immigrants from the Census formulas that determine Capitol Hill clout and federal aid. He
supports a proposal by Louisiana Sen. David Vitter (yes, that David Vitter of the D.C. Madam client list) to add a citizenship
question to U.S. Census forms. ‘Not for purposes of deportation, but for census purposes,’ Rubio said Friday on Fox News.
‘They should not be counted towards the drawing of legislative seats or of congressional seats and here’s why -- it’s a voting

rights issue. States that have more illegal immigrants are going to have more seats in Congress and therefore more votes in the
Electoral College. . .It dilutes the voting rights of citizens and legal residents.’” [The Miami Herald, 2/6/10]
Rubio Sought To Clarify His Stance On Immigration After Blogs Highlighted That He Did Not Bring Anti-Illegal
Immigration Bills To The Floor. Rubio: “‘My position on immigration is clear and well defined. Rubio also defined his
approach. The former speaker specifically noted two tenets of his platform: oe1. I believe we must improve border security
dramatically; 2. I do not support Amnesty or any other effort to legalize the status of people who entered the U.S. illegally or
who entered legally and have since overstayed their visa.’ We also asked about various articles in newspapers and on some
blogs where writers criticized Rubio over various pieces of legislation relating to illegal immigration. ‘The articles you refer to,’
he said, ‘are about some legislation that was filed in the state legislature last year. They never made it out of their first
committee of reference in the House. They also saw very little progress in the Senate as well. Some in the anti-immigration
[sic] movement insinuate that I was responsible for blocking movement of the legislation. That is not accurate.’ And Rubio
further noted not much has changed since. ‘The fact is I am no longer Speaker and yet that legislation is not going anywhere
this year either.’” [The US Report, 3/17/09]
Rubio Took A Harder Stance On Illegal Immigration As He Became A Senate Candidate. “As an underdog U.S.
Senate candidate courting the GOP’s conservative wing, Marco Rubio takes a hard-line position against illegal immigration: no
amnesty. But as the powerful speaker of the Florida House, presented with a slew of bills aimed at curbing illegal immigration,
he didn’t put a single proposal up for a vote. ‘A lot of us are mad at him because he did block those bills,’ said David Caulkett,
a founder of Floridians for Immigration Enforcement. ‘Rubio claims to be anti-amnesty, but the question is, `Do we trust
him?’ Rubio says he hasn’t wavered in his opposition to granting citizenship to illegal immigrants but that the issue should be
dealt with by the federal government, not the states. The Legislature was focused on tax and insurance reform on his watch, he
said. After immigration reform collapsed in Congress, state legislatures around the country clamored to fill the void. In 2008,
1,305 bills were considered and 206 were enacted around the country, according to the National Conference of State
Legislatures. The half-dozen bills in the Florida House that year would have penalized farmers who hire illegal workers,
required proof of citizenship to receive government benefits, encouraged police to turn in suspected illegal immigrants and
allowed illegal immigrants serving time to be deported to their home countries. As House speaker, Rubio wielded sweeping
powers over whether bills fizzled or coasted to the floor for votes. The immigration-related bills were relegated to a public
workshop, allowing lawmakers to hear from activists on both sides of the issue without voting. State Rep. David Rivera of
Miami, a top Rubio lieutenant, gave an impassioned speech about the economic contributions of undocumented workers on
Florida’s economy as landscapers, maids, dishwashers and farmworkers. Rubio advocates a national guest worker program in
which immigrants can’t get a job without a tamper-proof card validating their legal status. Brown’s 2008 proposal, similarly
tried to root out illegal immigrants by making it harder for them to get jobs. It would have required public employers and state
contractors to participate in a now-voluntary federal system to verify the legal status of their workers. While Rubio maintains
the issue ``has to be dealt with squarely at the federal level,” Brown and other lawmakers say they filed bills because the federal
government has failed to solve the problem. ‘I think the states could do a better job than federal government, and they have
great financial incentives,’ Brown said, referring to the costs of providing illegal immigrants with emergency health care and
educating their children in public schools.” [The Miami Herald, 11/10/09]
Rubio Bashed Crist Over Cap And Trade, Property Insurance, And Immigration, Even Though he Supported These
Measures In The Past. “Rubio voted for some of the same measures for which he now criticizes Crist. - He criticizes the
governor for expanding Citizens Property Insurance Corp., Florida’s government-run property insurer, though he voted to do
just that. “The bill had a lot of other things in it that were good for Florida,” Rubio said. - He bashes Crist for pushing a capand-trade program to lower greenhouse emissions, but Rubio voted for the bill that specifically declared that the Legislature
wants the state to pursue market-based strategies such as cap-and-trade. Rubio notes the bill placed legislative controls on the
governor’s environmental agenda, but Jerry Karnas of the Environmental Defense Fund called Rubio’s recent cap-and-trade
rhetoric a ‘total reversal’ from his position as House speaker. ‘He seemed much more moderate, more forward-thinking,”
agreed Susan Glickman of the Natural Resources Defense Council. ‘There’s definitely some posturing going on now.’ - Rubio
has criticized Crist for seeking a gambling accord with the Seminole Tribe of Florida. But a House speaker can kill any
legislation he wishes, and Rubio stood by as his chamber pursued the largest expansion of gambling in more than 15 years.
(And he took some industry contributions, though he said it had no influence.) ‘I voted against the bills that ultimately passed.
... There are limits to what a speaker can and should do,’ said Rubio, whose top deputy and close friend Rep. David Rivera
went on to run a campaign to expand gambling in Miami-Dade County. - As a candidate, Rubio talks about securing the
nation’s borders and says he does not support amnesty for the millions of illegal immigrants already in the country. But as the
first Cuban-American speaker of the Florida House, he came across as more moderate and understanding of the nuances of
the issue. During Rubio’s final year as speaker, at least six bills intended to crack down on illegal immigrants. Not one made it
to a vote.” [St. Petersburg Times, 11/8/09]

Orlando Sentinel Editorial: Rubio Was Right To Believe That Immigration Should Be A Federal Issue. “Florida
House Speaker Marco Rubio shouldn’t allow himself to be bullied into taking the shortsighted approach to dealing with illegal
immigrants in Florida. Mr. Rubio is on point to question the state’s role in trying to take on immigration issues, going against
the quick-fix mentality of a handful of bills floating around in Tallahassee. The bills range from deporting illegal immigrants
from state prisons to toughening employment standards. Opposing these bills doesn’t mean someone wants to give illegal
immigrants a free pass. It’s generally not the job of legislators in Tallahassee to deal with matters that need to be resolved on a
federal level. Can you imagine the chaos if all 50 states developed their own form of immigration policy? Sadly, some of that is
happening already because Congress continues to dawdle by failing to pass any comprehensive immigration reform. That gap
has allowed local officials in San Francisco to adopt an open-door policy toward illegal immigrants, while other locales like
Florida are taking a hard-line approach. Both extremes are wrong. Meanwhile, the pressure mounts on Mr. Rubio to support
legislation. That includes a video posted on YouTube from a group demanding stricter controls of the border. The plan from
Mr. Rubio is to hold a workshop on the bills this week, which would likely stall any efforts for the proposals to pass. That’s
the smart move to make. If critics want to complain, they very well should -- to the feds.” [Orlando Sentinel, 4/9/08]
Anti-Immigration Group Targeted Rubio. “House Speaker Marco Rubio, the son of Cuban immigrants and the first
Cuban-American speaker of the House, is under attack from anti-immigration forces that contend he is ‘working behind the
scenes to kill the very bills intended to help you and your family.’ This YouTube video is being circulated by
bordercontrolnow.com and urges people to call Rubio’s office and complain.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 4/2/08]
Rubio Believed It Was The Government’s Job To Regulate Pesticides. On Pesticide poisoning on migrant workers,
“The incoming speaker of the House, Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, says he also is aware of the issue. ‘When you talk about
work conditions in agriculture, the one that worries people the most is the pesticides,’ Rubio said. He sees a possibility that the
legislature would move to tighten the state’s oversight. ‘How pesticides are used and approved for use, it is government’s job
to regulate that kind of thing,’ Rubio said.” [Palm Beach Post, 12/25/05]
Rubio Said That Migrant Workers On Florida Farms Should Be “Treated Fairly.” Rubio supported a Democratic
sponsored bill, HB 1327, that would allow migrant workers to sue growers in state court when they are failed to be paid
minimum wage. “‘My heart goes out to the workers in this industry. Like a lot of my constituents, they come over to this
country and work hard and try to get ahead and they should be treated fairly,’ Rubio said. “Having said that, most of the
growers are very good in Florida’ Rubio said it is too early to say whether his boss, House Speaker Johnnie Byrd, R-Plant City,
will make the issue a priority in a session already rocked by debates over a $4 billion budget shortfall, lowering class size and
skyrocketing medical liability insurance.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/13/03]

LABOR
Free Trade
Rubio Voted to Block Legislation to Reauthorize Export-Import Bank. On March 20, 2012, Rubio voted against a
motion to invoke cloture on the Cantwell, D-Wash., amendment that would reauthorize the charter for the Export-Import
bank for four years and increase its lending cap by $40 billion. According to the New York Times, “Similarly, a move to attach
an amendment to the House bill that would reauthorize financing for the Export-Import Bank through 2015 and expand its
loan limit also failed to proceed. The vote was also 55-44. That vote seemed to catch Democratic leaders by surprise, given
that the amendment had Republican co-sponsors. But before the vote, Senator Mitch McConnell, the minority leader, urged
his Republican members to vote against the Export-Import measure even though many of them supported it. A yes vote
would result in the measure being sent back to the House for approval, because the House did not include the Export-Import
Bank in its legislation. Mr. McConnell said that would unnecessarily delay the bill’s trip to President Obama’s desk.” [Roll Call
52, H 3606, 03/20/2012; New York Times, 3/21/12]
Rubio Voted to Eliminate Funding for the Trade Adjustment Assistance for Firms Program. On October 18, 2011,
Rubio voted for an amendment that would eliminate funds for a program that makes Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA)
available to certain companies impacted by foreign competition. Congressional Quarterly Today reported that “The Senate
rejected, 44-55, Arizona Republican John McCain’s proposal to remove funding from the C-J-S section of the bill for the
Economic Development Administration’s Trade Adjustment Assistance for Firms (TAAF) program. The Commerce
Department program provides technical assistance for manufacturers and producers that have lost employees or sales due to
imports. McCain argued that the program was ineffective and noted that the Obama administration has asked Congress to
terminate it. He also said that he understood that Congress settled the broader Trade Adjustment Assistance issue when it
cleared free-trade agreements with South Korea (HR 3080), Colombia (HR 3078) and Panama (HR 3079). President Obama is
scheduled to sign the bills into law later this week. Mikulski, the chairwoman of the Appropriations subcommittee with
jurisdiction over the Commerce Department, opposed McCain’s amendment, arguing that TAAF helps manufacturers hurt by
import competition.” The underlying legislation would provide about $128 billion in discretionary funds for the Departments
of Agriculture, Commerce, Justice, Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and for science programs and other
related programs in fiscal 2012. [Roll Call 168, H 2112, 10/18/2011; Congressional Quarterly Today, 10/18/11]
Rubio Voted for Trade Agreement Between the US and Panama. On October 12, 2011, Rubio voted for passage of the
bill that would implement a trade agreement between the United States and Panama. The agreement would reduce most tariffs
and duties on goods traded between the two countries, reduce barriers to trade in services, increase protections for intellectual
property and require Panama to take steps to strengthen its labor and environmental enforcement standards. The New York
Times reported that “Congress passed three long-awaited free trade agreements on Wednesday, ending a political standoff that
has stretched across two presidencies. The move offered a rare moment of bipartisan accord at a time when Republicans and
Democrats are bitterly divided over the role that government ought to play in reviving the sputtering economy. The approval
of the deals with South Korea, Colombia and Panama is a victory for President Obama and proponents of the view that
foreign trade can drive America’s economic growth in the face of rising protectionist sentiment in both political parties. They
are the first trade agreements to pass Congress since Democrats broke a decade of Republican control in 2007. All three
agreements cleared both chambers with overwhelming Republican support just one day after Senate Republicans prevented
action on Mr. Obama’s jobs bill. The passage of the trade deals is important primarily as a political achievement, and for its
foreign policy value in solidifying relationships with strategic allies.” [Roll Call 162, H 3079, 10/12/2011; New York Times,
10/13/11]
Rubio Voted for Trade Agreement Between the US and Columbia. On October 12, 2011, Rubio voted for passage of the
bill that would implement a trade agreement between the United States and Colombia. The agreement would reduce most
tariffs and duties on goods traded between the two countries, reduce barriers to trade in services, increase protections for
intellectual property and require Colombia to take steps to strengthen its labor and environmental enforcement standards. The
New York Times reported that “Congress passed three long-awaited free trade agreements on Wednesday, ending a political
standoff that has stretched across two presidencies. The move offered a rare moment of bipartisan accord at a time when
Republicans and Democrats are bitterly divided over the role that government ought to play in reviving the sputtering
economy. The approval of the deals with South Korea, Colombia and Panama is a victory for President Obama and
proponents of the view that foreign trade can drive America’s economic growth in the face of rising protectionist sentiment in

both political parties. They are the first trade agreements to pass Congress since Democrats broke a decade of Republican
control in 2007. All three agreements cleared both chambers with overwhelming Republican support just one day after Senate
Republicans prevented action on Mr. Obama’s jobs bill. The passage of the trade deals is important primarily as a political
achievement, and for its foreign policy value in solidifying relationships with strategic allies.” [Roll Call 163, H 3078,
10/12/2011; New York Times, 10/13/11]
Rubio Voted To Support Trade Agreements With South Korea, Colombia, And Panama. According to the Florida
Indpendent, “Congress yesterday approved three free trade agreements with Colombia, South Korea and Panama, with
supporters touting U.S. job creation and opponents arguing the measures will cause American job losses and pointing out the
persistent anti-union violence in Colombia. Sens. Bill Nelson and Marco Rubio both voted in favor of the trade agreements.
Marco Rubio said in a video statement he is “very encouraged by the fact that we finally passed the free trade agreement,’
adding that the agreements ‘will have huge positive benefits for Florida especially the free trade agreements with Colombia and
Panama will create thousands of jobs in Florida’” [Florida Independent, 10/14/11]
Rubio Voted for Trade Agreement Between the US and South Korea. On October 12, 2011, Rubio voted for passage of
the bill that would implement a trade agreement between the United States and South Korea. The agreement would reduce
most tariffs and duties on goods traded between the two countries, reduce barriers to trade in services, increase protections for
intellectual property and reduce tariffs on U.S. autos exported to South Korea. The Hill’s Floor Action Blog reported that “As
expected, the Senate gave its overwhelming approval to three long-awaited free trade agreements (FTA) with South Korea,
Panama and Colombia Wednesday night. Prior to the votes for passage Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.)
hailed the three agreements as both a victory for the American economy and for bipartisan politics in Washington. […]
Dozens of senators came down to the floor throughout Thursday to express their confidence that the agreements would
create jobs and stimulate their local economies.” [Roll Call 161, H 3080, 10/12/2011; Hill’s Floor Action Blog, 10/12/11]
Rubio’s Amendment To A Free Trade Bill That Would Limit Trade Adjustment Benefits Only To Workers Who
Would Lose Their Jobs As A Results Of Imports From Free Trade Agreements Was Discussed And Defended On
The Floor. Senator Bacus, “I urge my colleagues to vote against Senator Rubio’s amendment. It would limit trade adjustment
benefits only to workers who lose their jobs as a result of imports from a country with which the United States has a free-trade
agreement. The United States has only about 17 free-trade agreement partners. We do not limit our trade just to those
countries. There is a lot of trade around the world. The United States trades with virtually every country in the world, not just
to countries with which we have free-trade agreements. In fact, we export to nearly 200 countries around the world.
Remember, we have only 17 free-trade agreements, but we export to nearly 200 countries around the world. Under this
amendment, the Rubio amendment, workers who lose their jobs as a result of trade with 8 of our top 10 trade partners,
including China and Japan, would not receive TAA benefits. Why? Because there is no free-trade agreement with those
countries. It makes no sense whatsoever. In fact, the Rubio amendment would say to workers around the country, if you lose
your job due to trade with China, you are out of luck. If you lose your job due to trade with India, you are out of luck. Only if
you lose your job with a country with which we have a free-trade agreement do you get assistance. The Rubio amendment
would significantly, therefore, limit the number of workers who get help under trade adjustment assistance. Why would we
want to do that? Why would we want to do that at a time when 14 million Americans are looking for work? Trade adjustment
assistance helps Americans get the important retraining they need to find good-paying jobs, and now is not the time to shut
out those Americans. So for these reasons--and also because passage of the Rubio amendment would jeopardize passage of
trade adjustment assistance and jeopardize the passage of free-trade agreements--I urge my colleagues to oppose that
amendment as well.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 105, 9/22/11]


Rubio On His Amendment, “This Is A Pretty Simple Amendment. It Says This Assistance Is Only Available To
Those Workers Who Lose Their Jobs To A Country We Have A Free-Trade Agreement With Because This Is
Designed To Deal With The Unintended Consequences And The Temporary Disruptions That Might Be
Created By A Free-Trade Agreement With Another Country.” Rubio “If you talk to people, they will tell you, we are
losing our jobs. Other countries are taking our jobs. Jobs are going overseas. There are a lot of reasons for that. The first
is unfair trade practices. This body should address that, beginning with China and other nations that unfairly deal with the
United States, whether it is manipulation of their currency, whether it is dumping, among other things they do that are
unfair, not to mention some of these nations have no environmental regulations, no protections for their workers or
wages. There are incredible amounts of headwinds we face with regard to that. That should be dealt with. It should be
dealt with seriously through public policy, and it is something we should look at. That is not a temporary issue. That is
permanent. That is ingrained and entrenched. Unless we deal with the issues involved in that and those unfair trade
practices, no temporary measure like TAA is going to help us deal with that. We have to deal with that on a permanent
basis. That was not the purpose of the TAA. The second thing we need to deal with is some of the impediments we are

creating ourselves. That is why I am encouraged when I hear bipartisan talk of tax reform, things that will make it easier
for people to build in the United States and open businesses here. Also, regulatory reform. Let there be no doubt that
while there are significant currency manipulation problems and significant trade impediments in terms of unfair trade
practices by other countries, some of the wounds are self-inflicted through a regulatory and a Tax Code that makes it
difficult for people to do things and do business in the United States. Again, I am encouraged when I hear bipartisan talk
about regulatory reform and tax reform. These are the kinds of things that can deal permanently with a permanent and
entrenched problem. That is not the purpose of TAA. Today we stand here considering this as a gateway issue because we
have been told we have to pass this bill before we can get to the free-trade agreements, and so clearly it links the two. If
we are going to link the two, we have to make it very clear that this sort of existence was created for the define purpose
and the specific purpose of helping people to transition because of a disruption created in their job status as a result of a
free-trade agreement. This is a pretty simple amendment. It says this assistance is only available to those workers who lose
their jobs to a country we have a free-trade agreement with because this is designed to deal with the unintended
consequences and the temporary disruptions that might be created by a free-trade agreement with another country. So that
is what the amendment does, and I am hoping to have the support of as many of my colleagues as possible in putting this
program back into its historical purpose. I yield the floor.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 105, 9/22/11]
Rubio Voted Against Increasing Assistance to Workers Whose Jobs Were Shipped Overseas. On September 22, 2011,
Rubio voted against reviving an expansion of Trade Adjustment Assistance benefits for unemployed workers who lose their
jobs because of foreign trade. According to the New York Times, “The retraining and income assistance program, which dates
back to 1962, was expanded in the 2009 stimulus bill to cover more workers and provide more generous health insurance
benefits.” [Roll Call 149, H 2832, 09/22/2011; New York Times, 9/23/11]


Rubio’s Amendment To SAMDT.633 To The Bill HR 2832 Stating That In Order To Be Eligible For Trade
Adjustment Assistance Workers Be Laid Off Because Of Imports From A County With Which The US Had A
Free Trade Agreement In Effect.; Could Jeopardize The Passage Of Future Trade Agreements. This amendment
would only allow workers who were laid off to be eligible for trade adjustment assistance if their work was ended due to
shift in productions with nations that the US only had Free Trade agreements. If the job loss came due to a nation the US
was not in a free trade agreement with, the worker would not be eligible for Trade Adjustment Assistance. According to
the Congressional Record, “SA 651. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amendment intended to be proposed to amendment SA
633 submitted by Mr. Casey (for himself, Mr. Brown of Ohio, and Mr. Baucus) to the bill H.R. 2832, to extend the
Generalized System of Preferences, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: On page 5
of the amendment, between lines 6 and 7, insert the following: SEC. 212. REQUIREMENT THAT TO BE ELIGIBLE
FOR TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE WORKERS BE LAID OFF BECAUSE OF IMPORTS FROM, OR A
SHIFT IN PRODUCTION TO, A COUNTRY WITH WHICH THE UNITED STATES HAS A FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT IN EFFECT. Section 222 of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2272)” According to the Buffalo News,
“Eligibility for Trade Assistance -- The Senate rejected an amendment, sponsored by Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., to the
Generalized System of Preferences Act. The amendment would have limited eligibility for trade adjustment assistance to
workers laid off because of increased imports from nations with which the U.S. has a free-trade agreement. Rubio said his
amendment would return trade assistance to the historical purpose of only applying to free-trade agreements, before it was
expanded in 2009. An opponent, Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont., said the restriction would prevent many Americans from
receiving ‘the important retraining they need to find good-paying jobs’ and also ‘jeopardize passage of trade adjustment
assistance and jeopardize the passage of free-trade agreements.’” [CR S5842, 9/21/11; Buffalo News, 9/26/11]

o

S.AMDT.651 Failed To Pass The Senate 32-62. By a vote of 34-63, the amendment failed. [Roll Call, 146, 9/22/11]

Rubio Voted to Delay Assistance for Laid Off Workers Until Trade Agreements with Colombia, Panama and South
Korea were Passed. On September 21, 2011Rubio voted for an amendment that would delay expanding the Trade
Adjustment Assistance (TAA) program until enactment of trade agreements with Colombia, Panama and South Korea.
According to the Associated Press, TAA is “a Kennedy-era program that helps those adversely affected by trade with financial
support while they learn new job skills.” [Roll Call 142, H 2832, 09/21/2011; Associated Press, 9/22/11]
Rubio Voted to Terminate Aid to Workers Whose Jobs Were Shipped Overseas. On September 21, 2011, Rubio voted
for an amendment that would terminate the Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) for certain companies impacted by foreign
trade. According to the Associated Press, TAA is “a Kennedy-era program that helps those adversely affected by trade with
financial support while they learn new job skills.” [Roll Call 145, H 2832, 09/21/2011; Associated Press, 9/22/11]

Rubio Voted to Make it Harder to Get Aid and Training if Jobs are Shipped Overseas. On September 21, 2011, Rubio
voted for an amendment that would make it harder to get Trade Adjustment Assistance by narrowing eligibility criteria.
According to the Associated Press, TAA is “a Kennedy-era program that helps those adversely affected by trade with financial
support while they learn new job skills.” [Roll Call 144, H 2832, 09/21/2011; Associated Press, 9/22/11]
Rubio Voted to Cut Aid to Workers Laid-Off Due to Outsourced Jobs. On September 21, 2011, Rubio voted for an
amendment that would reduce the level of the Trade Adjustment Assistance program to rates prior to the 2009 stimulus law.
According to the Associated Press, the TAA is “a Kennedy-era program that helps those adversely affected by trade with
financial support while they learn new job skills.” [Roll Call 143, H 2832, 09/21/2011; Associated Press, 9/22/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored An Amendment Which Would Provide Trade Promotion Authority For The Trans-Pacific
Partnership Agreement To The “Creating American Jobs through Exports Act Of 2011.” “The Senator from Kentucky
[Mr. McConnell], for himself…Mr. Rubio…proposes an amendment numbered 626 to amendment No. 633. Mr.
McCONNELL. I ask unanimous consent the reading of the amendment be dispensed with. The PRESIDING OFFICER.
Without objection, it is so ordered. The amendment is as follows: (Purpose: To provide trade promotion authority for the
Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement and for other trade agreements) At the end, add the following: TITLE III--TRADE
PROMOTION AUTHORITY SEC. 301. SHORT TITLE. This title may be cited as the ‘Creating American Jobs through
Exports Act of 2011.’” [Marco Rubio CR Article 124, 9/20/11]
Rubio Voted for Disaster Relief Funds For Communities Struck By Hurricane Irene; Trade Restriction On
Myanmar. On September 15, 2011, Rubio voted for a substitute amendment that would provide $6.9 billion in disaster relief
appropriations. $5.1 billion would be to replenish the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Disaster Relief Fund. Of that,
$500 million would be available in fiscal 2011. $266 million would be for emergency programs administered by the Agriculture
Department and more than $1.3 billion would be for the Army Corps of Engineers. The amendment also would renew trade
restrictions on Myanmar. [Roll Call 135, S 66, 09/15/2011]
Rubio Supported The Colombian Free Trade Act. “Republican Florida Sen. Marco Rubio Wednesday welcomed the freetrade pact the Obama administration announced with Colombia, calling it ‘long overdue.’ ‘Approving free trade agreements
with Colombia, Panama and South Korea has been delayed long enough, and I hope [Wednesday’s] announcement on
Colombia will finally clear the way for an immediate up-or-down vote in Congress on all three deals,’ Rubio said. ‘I urge the
President to send these agreements to Congress right away.’” [Newsmax, 4/7/11]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Supporting the Free Trade Agreement between the United States and Colombia. On April
16, 2008, Rubio voted in favor of a resolution signifying support for the establishment of a free trade agreement between the
United States and Colombia. According to the Miami Herald, the resolution, “urges Congress to implement the free-trade
agreement negotiated between U.S. officials and Colombia in 2007. […] When Rubio called for a recorded vote to introduce
the measure, he used a rare procedural move and held open the voting board until the Sergeant-at-Arms could find Miami
Beach Democratic Rep. Luis Garcia, who was off the floor. Republicans have threatened to target Garcia in the November
election and saw this as an opportunity to force him to either split with his party and stand in favor of the trade agreement -or take what is a politically unpopular stand at home.” [HR 9151 – Free Trade Agreement Between the United States and
Columbia; Miami Herald, 4/17/08]
Rubio Supported A Free Trade Pact Between Columbia And Florida. “Tempers were heated Wednesday when House
Speaker Marco Rubio used another rules maneuver to bring the contested Colombian free trade pact back to the House floor
for a vote on the day that the country’s visiting delegation was still in the Capitol. Democrats said they deserved more time to
vote on the hot potato issue. But Rubio had no sympathy. By a vote of 83-27, with mostly Democrats opposing it, the House
passed the resolution urging Congress to support the free trade agreement negotiated by President Bush. While Rep. Juan
Zapata, sponsor of the measure, urged the chamber not ‘to allow politics to play into this,” the debate was nothing but
politician posturing. A sample: ‘This trade agreement violates the world trade agreement provisions...it will allow private
foreign companies to sue states when we try to enforce minimum wage or clean air and clean water standards,’ said Rep. Scott
Randolph, an Orlando Democrat. Responded Zapata: Venezuelas Hugo Chavez, Colombia’s neighbor, is ‘preaching AntiAmericanism’, he said. ‘You vote against this resolution, you’re voting with Hugo Chavez.’ Republicans applauded.” [The
Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 4/16/08]

Collective Bargaining
Rubio Voted To Block TSA Security Officers From Collective Bargaining. On February 15, 2011, Rubio voted for an
amendment that would exclude Transportation Security Administration (TSA) security officers from laws allowing collective
bargaining rights for federal employees. This amendment follows a February 4, 2011, decision that allowed TSA security
officers to collectively bargain at a national level on issues including processes for performance management, awards and
attendance, policies regarding shift trade and transfers, and uniforms. The sponsor, Sen. Wicker (R-Miss) said the Obama
administration’s decision to permit collective bargaining broke with precedent and aimed at “doling out rewards” to campaign
supporters. He noted the FBI and CIA can’t bargain collectively, and said allowing it would lead to the kinds of financial
problems states now have meeting their public employee union labor agreement obligations. Sen. Tom Harkin (D-Iowa),
speaking against the measure, noted that TSA workers’ collective bargaining rights are already restricted and prohibit
negotiating over pay or deployment procedures. He noted that the agency has one of the lowest levels of morale of any federal
agency and that Border Patrol, Immigration and Customs Enforcement and Capitol Police officers all have the right to bargain
collectively. [Roll Call 17, S 223, 02/15/2011; The Commercial Appeal, TSA screeners keep right to collective bargaining,
2/6/11]

NRLB
Rubio Proposed Legislation That Would Amend Rules Issued By The NRLB That Put Limits On Merit Pay For
Union Members. According to The Hill, “Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), seen as a possible vice presidential candidate for GOP
presidential front-runner Mitt Romney, proposed legislation on Thursday that would amend rules issued by the National
Labor Relations Board (NLRB) that put limits on merit pay for union members. ‘It is a sad day in America when no matter
how hard an employee works, he or she is blocked from higher earning potential,’ Rubio said. ‘This bill fixes this arbitrary
ceiling placed on these workers and allows the free market to function as it is supposed to.’ ‘These kind of actions by the
NLRB are the very root of the larger issue at hand: a board of unelected government bureaucrats dictating to businesses what
employees are worth.’” [The Hill, Floor Action Blog, 4/27/12]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Joint Resolution That Provided For Congressional Disapproval Of How The NRLB
Representation Election Procedures. “By Mr. Enzi (for himself…Mr. RUBIO…): S.J. Res. 36. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by the National Labor
Relations Board relating to representation election procedures; to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I rise today after introducing a Congressional Review Act Resolution of Disapproval to stop the
National Labor Relations Board’s unfair and unnecessary ambush elections rule. I am pleased that 43 fellow Senators have
cosponsored this resolution. I know it will draw more support on the Senate floor as people learn the details of the new rule.”
[Marco Rubio CR Article 125, 2/16/12]
Rubio Co-Sponsored The Job Protection Act That Would Amend The Applicability Of The National Labor
Relations Act To The States. By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself…Mr. Rubio) S. 964 A bill to amend the National Labor
Relations Act to clarify the applicability of such Act with respect to States that have right to work laws in effect; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I have come to the Senate floor
today to introduce, on behalf of 34 Senators, the Job Protection Act.” [Marco Rubio CR 146, 5/12/11]

Migrant Workers
Rubio Believed It Was The Government’s Job To Regulate Pesticides. On Pesticide poisoning on migrant workers,
“The incoming speaker of the House, Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, says he also is aware of the issue. ‘When you talk about
work conditions in agriculture, the one that worries people the most is the pesticides,’ Rubio said. He sees a possibility that the
legislature would move to tighten the state’s oversight. ‘How pesticides are used and approved for use, it is government’s job
to regulate that kind of thing,’ Rubio said.” [Palm Beach Post, 12/25/05]
Rubio Said That Migrant Workers On Florida Farms Should Be “Treated Fairly.” Rubio supported a Democratic
sponsored bill, HB 1327, that would allow migrant workers to sue growers in state court when they are failed to be paid
minimum wage. “‘My heart goes out to the workers in this industry. Like a lot of my constituents, they come over to this

country and work hard and try to get ahead and they should be treated fairly,’ Rubio said. “Having said that, most of the
growers are very good in Florida’ Rubio said it is too early to say whether his boss, House Speaker Johnnie Byrd, R-Plant City,
will make the issue a priority in a session already rocked by debates over a $4 billion budget shortfall, lowering class size and
skyrocketing medical liability insurance.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/13/03]
Rubio Supported A Farmer Working Rights Bill. “A bill filed by Sen. Lesley Miller Jr., D-Tampa, would prohibit
deducting fees from farmworker wages for the use of tools, transportation to work sites and housing. It has passed all its
committee assignments and is waiting to be heard by the full Senate. Its companion bill in the House, sponsored by Rep.
Frank Peterman Jr., D-St. Petersburg, is having a tougher time. It passed the House Agriculture Committee -- its biggest
obstacle last year -- but has been stalled in the Business Regulations Committee for close to a month. Peterman said talks with
the committee chairman, Rep. Bruce Kyle, R-Fort Myers, have been fruitless. Kyle said the committee is backed up with
numerous bills and will try its best to get the farmworkers bill on the docket. ‘I don’t know what the holdup is, but we will find
another avenue to get this passed if we have to,’ Peterman said. ‘This is an issue that will be heard.’ Peterman and other
proponents have enlisted Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, and Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Coral Gables, to help get the bill
moving. Peterman hopes the support of Republicans, particularly Rubio, who is the majority whip, will move the bill onto the
House floor.” [Sun-Sentinel, 3/1/02]

Minimum Wage
Rubio Voted to Enact Provisions to Establish a Florida Minimum Wage Approved by Voters in 2004. On December
5, 2005, Rubio voted for a bill that would “implement the Florida Minimum Wage Amendment, which was passed by voters in
2004,” according to the Associated Press. “Voters approved an amendment to the Florida Constitution which raised Florida’s
minimum wage rate to $6.15 per hour as of May 2. The amendment, however, did not establish provisions to enact the
changes. The bill also requires the Department of Revenue and the Agency for Workforce Innovation to mail notices to all
employers registered in the most current unemployment that seek to implement the Florida Minimum Wage Amendment to
the Florida Constitution.” [SB 18B – Florida Minimum Wage Act; Associated Press, 12/8/05]
Rubio Voted to Prevent Forced Minimum Wage Raises. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would prohibit the
political subdivisions of the state from requiring employers to pay a minimum wage other than a federal minimum wage, or
from requiring employers to apply a federal minimum wage to wages that are exempt under federal law. However, the
committee substitute allows political subdivisions to establish a minimum wage for their employees, for employees of
contractors and subcontractors under contract with the political subdivision, and for employees of employers receiving direct
tax abatements or subsidies from the political subdivision. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “Cities and counties couldn’t
require most businesses to pay workers more than the federal minimum wage under a measure passed Thursday by the Senate.
Currently there are no Florida towns or counties requiring all businesses to pay more than the federal minimum wage, but a
few cities around the nation have passed such measures, leading pro-business lawmakers to try to head off the possibility in
Florida.” The Sentinel adds, “The measure doesn’t affect cities and counties that decide to pay their own government
employees more than the federal minimum wage. Nor does it have an impact on local governments that require contractors
doing business with the city or county to pay higher wages.” [Orlando Sentinel, 4/25/03; CS/SB 54 – Local
Government/Minimum Wage; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/7/03]

Rights In The Workplace
Rubio Motioned To End Debate As Legislator Proposed Rolling Back Insurance Premiums For Workers And
Making Employers More Liable When they Intentionally Expose Employees To Dangerous Situations. “As the
House considered the bill, several legislators had pending amendments blocked when Republican House Majority Leader
Marco Rubio of West Miami cut off debate. Some of the amendments that were not considered would have increased attorney
fees, rolled back insurance premium rates and make employers liable for damages when they intentionally expose workers to
dangerous conditions. The House approved an amendment by Rep. Adam Hasner, R-Delray Beach, that keeps current law
allowing injured employees to choose any pharmacy to fill prescriptions. Before the amendment passed, the bill would have
taken away that choice and allowed employers or insurance carriers to specify a pharmacy. Before Rubio’s motion to stop
debate, the House rejected amendments by Democrats to increase retraining and educational benefits and allow higher fees for

workers’ attorneys when insurance companies pay their lawyers more than the limit for those representing employees.” [The
Associated Press, 5/15/03]
Rubio Supported A Farmer Working Rights Bill. “A bill filed by Sen. Lesley Miller Jr., D-Tampa, would prohibit
deducting fees from farmworker wages for the use of tools, transportation to work sites and housing. It has passed all its
committee assignments and is waiting to be heard by the full Senate. Its companion bill in the House, sponsored by Rep.
Frank Peterman Jr., D-St. Petersburg, is having a tougher time. It passed the House Agriculture Committee -- its biggest
obstacle last year -- but has been stalled in the Business Regulations Committee for close to a month. Peterman said talks with
the committee chairman, Rep. Bruce Kyle, R-Fort Myers, have been fruitless. Kyle said the committee is backed up with
numerous bills and will try its best to get the farmworkers bill on the docket. ‘I don’t know what the holdup is, but we will find
another avenue to get this passed if we have to,’ Peterman said. ‘This is an issue that will be heard.’ Peterman and other
proponents have enlisted Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, and Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Coral Gables, to help get the bill
moving. Peterman hopes the support of Republicans, particularly Rubio, who is the majority whip, will move the bill onto the
House floor.” [Sun-Sentinel, 3/1/02]

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
Rubio Voted for Collective Bargaining Resolution. On May 3, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that directs the resolution of
the economic collective bargaining issues at impasse for the 2007-2008 fiscal year regarding state employees. These economic
issues will be resolved based on the spending decisions included in the General Appropriations Act for the 2007-2008 fiscal
year. Upon execution of the collective bargaining agreement, the Governor must request the legislative body to appropriate
amounts sufficient to fund the provisions of the agreement. If the Legislature appropriates funds that are not sufficient to
fund the agreement, the agreement must be administered on the basis of the amounts actually appropriated. [SB 1420 – State
Employment/Collective Bargaining Issues [FPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/28/07]
Rubio Voted for Resolution Aiming to Resolve Collective Bargaining Impasse. On May 6, 2005, Rubio voted for the
bill that directs the resolution of the collective bargaining issues at impasse for the 2005-2006 fiscal year regarding state
employees. The economic issues will be resolved based on the spending decisions included in the General Appropriations Act
for FY 2005-2006. The noneconomic issues will be resolved consistent with the current personnel rules and any legislation
modifying the terms and conditions of state employment. The bill provides that all noneconomic collective bargaining issues at
impasse for the 2005-2006 fiscal year regarding state employees will be resolved consistent with the current personnel rules
and any legislation passed during the 2005 session. The bill requires DMS to establish certain insurance plans within state
group insurance program; requires that certain high deductible plans include health savings account; and authorizes
department to establish health savings accounts for full-time & part-time state employees. [CS/SB 424 – Employee Benefits;
Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/31/05]
Rubio Voted to Increase the Registration Fee for Certified Bargaining Agents for Public Employees. On May 16,
2003, Rubio voted for the state to recoup the portion of expenses of operating the Public Employees Relations Commission
attributable to local governments from local government sources. In addition, the registration fee for certified bargaining
agents for public employees is increased to cover the cost of the registration program. The bill affects an increase to the
General Revenue Fund of $1.6 million recurring. [HB 5A – Public Employees Relations Commission; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 5/16/03]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Eliminating a Requirement for the Legislature to Appoint Committees to Hold Hearings
on Impasses in Collective Bargaining. On February 12, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of a bill eliminating the requirement
that the presiding officers of the Legislature appoint a joint select committee to review and recommend resolution of impasse
issues arising from collective bargaining disputes, when the Governor is deemed the employer. In addition, the bill would
eliminate the specified time requirements within which the joint select committee was to have made its recommendations.
According to the Associated Press, the bill would have, “eliminated a requirement for the Legislature to appoint a committee
to hold hearings on impasses in collective bargaining with state employee unions.” [Associated Press, 3/23/02; HB 0641 Relating to Legislature/Resolution of Impasse; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 12/19/01]
Rubio Voted to Strip Teachers Unions of the Right to have Union Dues Collected by their Employers. On April 30,
2001, Rubio voted for a bill that would remove the right for the collection of instructional personnel’s union dues to be done
automatically by employers from their employees’ paychecks. The automatic deduction of dues can still be a subject of a

collective bargaining agreement. According to a St. Petersburg Times, “No bigger lie ever passed any politician’s lips than the
one that issued Thursday to justify House legislation depriving Florida’s teachers’ unions of the legal right to payroll deduction
of their members’ dues. The lie is that the unions are to blame for Florida’s burgeoning teacher shortage by favoring senior
teachers over beginners in negotiations for salaries and working conditions. Though there isn’t an atom of evidence to support
that viewpoint, the Committee on State Administration claimed it as truth in passing the bill on a 3-2 party-line vote. The
orders came from Speaker Tom Feeney’s office. Debate, such as it was, took less than half an hour and was cut off with
opponents still waiting to be heard. They had been given only two days’ notice on the bill, which the committee had secretly
worked out with the Mackinac Center, a right-wing, anti-union think tank in Michigan. Majority Leader Mike Fasano of New
Port Richey, Feeney’s hatchet man, was lurking nearby with Feeney’s written authority to vote if his vote were needed. It
wasn’t.” [St. Petersburg Times, 4/13/01; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/19/01]
Rubio Voted to Exclude School Administrative Personnel from Collective Bargaining. On March 31, 2000, Rubio
voted for the bill that excludes school administrative personnel from collective bargaining. This bill revises the definition of
“administrative personnel” to include certain school administrators by title rather than by description of their duties. The
definition excludes district based and school based personnel, such as vocational center directors and directors of major
instructional and non-instructional areas. It revises the definition of “manager to include only district based instructional or
non-instructional employees with some managerial and supervisory functions. [HB 1453 - School Administration Personnel;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 2/29/00]

Unemployment
Rubio Voted Against Unemployment Extension Benefits. According to the Brevard Times, “The U.S. Senate passed a bill
which had a provision for renewed unemployment extension benefits. Florida’s U.S. Senator Bill Nelson voted for the bill
while Senator Marco Rubio voted against the bill. Following his vote against H.R. 2055, the Consolidated Appropriations Act
of 2012, Senator Marco Rubio issued the following statement: ‘This massive 1,200-plus page bill represents everything that is
wrong with Washington. Our country faces major economic challenges, but Congress wasted the whole year stuck in partisan
gridlock only to pass a funding bill that solves none of our problems, just to avoid a government shutdown. This plan spends
too much, wastes precious taxpayer dollars to fund a menu of job-killing regulations, anti-life provisions and earmarks, and has
been ushered through Congress in a highly secretive and non-transparent manner that didn’t allow for consideration of even a
single amendment. I cannot support it.’” [Brevard Times, 12/17/11]
Rubio Attacked Obama Over July Unemployment Numbers. Rubio: “All year, President Obama and Senate Democrat
leaders have wasted time calling for tax increases rather than pursuing pro-growth tax and regulatory reform that will help
create private sector jobs. We have an unemployment emergency in America, and Washington is making it worse.” [Rubio
Press Release, 8/5/11]
PolitiFact: Rubio “Mostly True” When He Stated ‘We Have Not Had Unemployment This High For This Long
Since The Great Depression.’ “The Bureau of Labor Statistics only has unemployment data going back to 1948, which
means we cannot analyze unemployment statistics from the years surrounding World War II. (We know, however, that
unemployment was abnormally low during that time because of the war effort.) But since 1948, only one period of time comes
close. Unemployment rates of 9 percent of more appeared in the United States in March 1982 and lasted through September
1983. During that 19-month period, the unemployment ranged between 9 and 10.8 percent -- including 10 straight months of
unemployment rates higher than 10 percent… Rubio is right on about the country’s current unemployment outlook not being
‘this high for this long since the Great Depression.’ But he fails to note a comparable period in the early ‘80s that -- while
shorter by seven months -- had several months of higher overall unemployment. We rate Rubio’s statement Mostly True.”
[PolitiFact, 7/19/11]
PolitiFact: Statement That Rubio “Opposes Extending Unemployment Benefits” Was Rated Half-True.” “The key
to Rubio’s position appears to have gotten lost in translation by the AFL-CIO, which said in a mailer that Rubio “opposes
extending unemployment benefits.” Really, Rubio opposed extending benefits without a way to pay for it, which was the main
Republican argument in Congress. We rate the AFL-CIO claim Half True.” [PolitiFact St. Petersburg Times, 9/22/10]

Employee Benefits & Pensions/Retirement
Rubio Voted to Expand the Timeframe for Special Risk Class Retirement Benefits. On April 28, 2008, Rubio voted for
a bill that expands the timeframe for the Deferred Retirement Option Program (DROP) participation for certain Special Risk
Class members. The bill increases from 60 months to 96 months the period of time that certain law enforcement officers,
correctional officers, and community-based correctional probation officers may participate in DROP. The bill also prohibits
such officers from being reemployed by the same agency from which they retired, with certain exceptions. [CS/HB 501 –
Special Risk Class Retirement Benefits; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/22/08]
Rubio Voted to Amend the Special Act Relating to the Orlando Firefighter Pension Fund. On April 24, 2008, Rubio
voted for a bill that amends the special act relating to the City of Orlando Firefighter Pension Fund. The bill clarifies terms
used in the act, the calculation of a pension for members of the fire department who become permanently and totally disabled
in line of duty, and cost of living increases for beneficiaries. It also ratifies ordinances enacted by the City of Orlando
concerning the firefighter pension plan; provides that the act is contingent upon a collective bargaining agreement; and
provides for the retroactivity of several provisions of the act. [CS/HB 1515 – City of Orlando Firefighter Pension Fund,
Orange County; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/16/08]
Rubio Did Not Vote on Changing the City of Tampa’s Police and Firefighter Pension Fund. On May 25, 2007, Rubio
did not vote on a bill that would change Tampa’s Police and Firefighter Pension Fund’s 13th check program. Currently,
members eligible for the 13th check program receive benefits on investment returns above 10%, up to 3%. This bill would
change this by lowering the limit from 3% to 1% of excess investment returns plus the Post Retirement Adjustment Account
market value of assets at the end of the fiscal year. The only members exempt from changes are those with supplemental
contracts. [CS/HB 1413 – City Pension Fund for Firefighters and Police Officers in the city of Tampa, Hillsborough County;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/28/07]
Rubio Voted to Establish Contribution Rates for the Florida Retirement System for the New Fiscal Year. On May 6,
2005, Rubio voted for a bill that establishes the employer payroll contribution rates for the Florida Retirement System for the
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2005. [HB 1907 – Retirement; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/20/05]
Rubio Voted for Investing Funds from the Florida Retirement System in Additional Types of Asset-Backed
Securities. On May 4, 2005, Rubio voted for a bill that would make changes to the administration of the retirement system
and expand the authority of the board to invest in additional forms of asset-backed securities. Currently, the Florida
Retirement System (FRS) is permitted to invest in asset-backed securities issued by corporations, but not LLC’s, and this bill
would remove that restriction. The bill requires additional evidence of termination of employment prior to processing a
distribution from an investment account. It also makes retirees, who enter retirement status as members of the Investment
Plan before reaching retirement limits, to wait 3 months before becoming reemployed with a FRS participating employer.
[CS/CS/SB 1446 – Public Employee Optional Retirement; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/14/05]
Rubio Voted to Allow for Municipality Premium Tax Revenue for Fire Services. On May 2, 2005, Rubio voted for the
bill that provides that a municipality may receive another municipality’s premium tax revenues when there is an interlocal
agreement in place to provide fire protection services. The municipality receiving fire services must levy the tax authorized by
ch. 175, F.S., and copies of the interlocal agreement and the municipal ordinance levying the tax must be provided to the
Division of Retirement. [HB 1159 - Florida Retirement System; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/22/05]
Rubio Voted to Revise Provisions Relating to the West Palm Beach Firefighters’ Pension Fund. On April 28, 2005,
Rubio voted for a bill that revises provisions relating to the West Palm Beach Firefighters’ Pension Fund including: the
definition of the term “final average salary,” permissible investments, BackDROP and benefits of a surviving spouse of a
member who dies in the line of duty. [HB 777 – City of West Palm Beach, Palm Beach County; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/22/05]
Rubio Voted to Revise Pension Plans for the City of Tampa. On April 28, 2005, Rubio voted for the bill that revises the
City of Tampa General Employees’ Pension Plan to provide for Plan A employee payroll contributions to be made on a pretax basis, and to increase the multiplier by .05 percent for Plan B members. This bill will allow for certain pension fund
members to take advantage of federal pre-tax provisions, and others to increase their retirement benefits. [HB 1243 - City of
Tampa Hillsborough County; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/6/05]

Rubio Voted to Alter West Palm Beach Firefighter Pensions. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that revises the
City of West Palm Beach Firefighters’ Pension Fund. Among the changes: amending the definition of “final average salary” to
include the two best years of employment; requiring 26 years of service, regardless of age, as an alternative eligibility for
normal retirement; providing an additional retirement date of age 55 with 10 years of service; and providing an additional
retirement date of age 55 with 10 years of service. [HB 1633 - West Palm Beach Firefighters Pension Fund, City of West Palm
Beach, Palm Beach County; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/14/04]
Rubio Voted to Amend State Employee Health Care Benefits. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill that substantially
amends Florida statutes regarding employee health care benefits. Florida law sets the amount of co-payments required for the
state employee prescription drug program for FY 2003-2004. Section 110.1239, F.S., requires the Department of Management
Services to determine the level of premiums necessary to fully fund the state group health insurance program for the next
fiscal year. The law also provides legislative intent that the insurance program should be managed, administered, operated, and
funded in a manner to maximize the protection of health benefits for the employees. The provisions of this section expire
June 30, 2004. This bill provides an exemption from the regulation of multiple employer welfare arrangements for the State
Health Insurance program administered by the Department of Management Services. This bill also provides an exception to
the preexisting condition limitations in the State Health Insurance program for certain state court system employees, state
attorney office employees and public defender employees. The bill provides the maximum amount of annual and sick leave
that may be transferred into the state attorney offices and public defender offices by employees moving from county
government to state employment as a result of the implementation of Revision 7 to Article 5 of the Florida Constitution.
[CS/SB 1250 – Employee Benefits; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/25/04]
Rubio Voted in Favor of the Lee County Sheriff’s Office Paying Half of Retiree’s Dependents Health Insurance
Coverage. On April 24, 2003, the Florida legislature voted unanimously in favor of revising health insurance coverage of
retired persons of the Lee County Sheriff’s Office. Under the bill, the Lee County Sheriff’s Office proposes to pay not only
the retiree’s premium, but also half of the dependents’ coverage contingent upon the retiree’s premium having been paid at
100 percent at 20 years’ service. In addition, any retiree not obtaining 20 years of Florida Retirement System service may pay
his or her dependents’ premium. The program would be paid for with local funds. [HB 517 - Lee County Sheriff’s Office, Lee
County; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/1/03]
Rubio Voted for Pension Options for City of Jacksonville. On April 23, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that amends the
charter for the City of Jacksonville and provides that any employee of the city who becomes employed by the First Coast
Metropolitan Planning Organization on or before July 1, may elect to retain their membership in the City of Jacksonville
General Employees’ Pension Plan. The bill provides the First Coast Metropolitan Planning Organization will make all
appropriate employer contributions. According to the city, this bill affects seven employees with approximately 3 to 28 years
of service. [HB 971 - City of Jacksonville; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/25/04]
Rubio Voted for Pension Changes for City of Tampa, Hillsborough County. On April 23, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill
that clarifies that the City of Tampa General Employees’ Pension Plan is for all city employees who are not now members of
any other pension plan for employees of the city previously created by the Florida Legislature. According to the Tampa
Tribune, the bill “changes several requirements in the pension plan for city workers. The changes are expected to cost the city
nearly $1 million during fiscal year 2005-06 and $1.1 million in 2006-07.” [Tampa Tribune, 6/19/04; HB 1023 - City of
Tampa; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/14/04]
Rubio Voted to Reform Tampa Police and Firefighter Pensions. On April 23, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that revises
retirement benefits for City of Tampa police officers and firefighters. According to the St. Petersburg Times, the bill gives
“future retirees a yearly multiplier of 3.15 percent, or 63 percent of their salary after 20 years. Now they get 50 percent after 20
years, a multiplier of 2.5 percent. The change would apply to those who retired after Oct. 1, 2003. Those who’ve already
retired, or did just before Oct. 1, say the multiplier should apply to them, too. The bill also makes up to 300 hours of overtime
each year eligible for pension. And any retirees below poverty level would be given pensions that bring them up to poverty
level. Officers now put 12 percent of their pay toward the pension. They’ll pay 17 percent if the bill passes.” [HB 961 – City of
Tampa, Hillsborough County; St. Petersburg Times, 3/25/04]
Rubio Voted to Implement an Insurance Database for Firefighter and Police Pensions. On April 15, 2004, Rubio
voted for a bill that requires the Department of Revenue to create an electronic database that insurance companies can use to
determine the situs of property and casualty insurance policies. This bill also provides for deductions from retirement pay due
to a retiree for benefits, union dues, and other payments required by law. This bill provides a nonrecurring $300,000

appropriation, and a recurring appropriation from trust funds of $100,000, adjusted annually for inflation. [HB 251 –
Firefighter and Municipal Police Pensions; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/8/04]
Rubio Voted for Database for Pensions. On October 23, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that authorizes the Department of
Revenue to create and maintain a database to determine local premium tax for use by insurers that report and remit an excise
tax on property insurance premiums and casualty insurers’ premiums. The bill provides incentives to insurers to use the
database and penalties for failure to use the database. [HB 49E - Firefighters and Municipal Police Pensions; Florida House of
Representatives]
Rubio Voted for Changing the State Employee Health Care Program. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted for changing the
state employee health care system, to allow more than one government administered preferred provider organization (PPO)
plan, and to allow the state government to offer different plans to state officers and non-career service employees than to
regular employees. [SB 1006 – State Employee Health Insurance; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/23/03]
Rubio Voted to Allow Municipalities to ‘Prefund’ Extra Pension Benefits. On May 1, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that
authorizes municipalities providing pension plans to firefighters and police officers to “prefund” extra benefits and be
reimbursed from future premium tax receipts. The reimbursement costs would include both the city’s contributions plus
interest at a rate agreed to by a certified bargaining agent, where applicable, or a majority of the firefighters or police officers.
[SB 2334 – Municipal Police/Firefighter Pension; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/17/03]
Rubio Did Not Vote on Human Resources Bill. On May 1, 2003, Rubio was not present to vote for the bill that addresses
a number of issues relating to state human resources management. This bill provides for the further implementation of the
“Service First” and the Human Resources Outsourcing initiatives. Specifically, the bill addresses Service First’s
“broadbanding” program for position classification and employee compensation. The bill also provides explicit authority for
DMS to contract with an outside entity for provision of human resources services. Additionally, the bill revises provisions
relating to employees’ probationary status, the grievance process, and adoption benefits. This bill requires annual
appropriations of approximately $60 million to $70 million. [HB 1869 – Government Employment ; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/15/03]
Rubio Voted to Allow the City of Pensacola to Seek Investment Advice from More Sources. On April 29, 2003, Rubio
voted for a bill that would broaden the acceptable sources of investment advice for Pensacola’s pension and retirement fund
from a limited number of banks to any “professional money manager”. Previously Pensacola could only seek advice from an
“investment bank of national repute”. The bill would also broaden the pool to include money managers defined as an
“investment management firm that is registered as an investment advisor with the Securities and Exchange Commission
pursuant to the Investment Advisors Act of 1940, which firm shall acknowledge in writing its fiduciary duty to the Board of
Trustees.” [HB 603 – City of Pensacola Pension and Retirement Fund; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/13/03]
Rubio Voted to Change the Orland Police Department’s Pension Fund. On April 24, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that
would change the way the Orlando Police Department’s pension fund works. It would allow both full and partial years of
service to count towards a beneficiary’s pension. Pension plan members who retire and then become reemployed as a sworn
member would be reinstated. In addition it would allow members access to a Deferred Retirement Option Plan
(BACKDROP) that would allow members to receive a one-time lump sum, upon retirement, in addition to monthly benefits.
[HB 605 – Orland Police Department Pension Fund; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/22/03]
Rubio Voted to Amend the West Palm Beach Firefighters Pension Fund. On April 24, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill
that amends the West Palm Beach Firefighters Pension Fund to provide for additional methods of crediting investment
earnings to participants’ accounts. Each participant will be able to annually choose to have his or her retirement account
receive the investment earnings or losses of the Fund, or a fixed return of 8.25%. Participants may also elect to split his or her
retirement account between the two. According to the Economic Impact Statement provided by the local government, this bill
will not have a fiscal impact on the state or the local government. [HB 801 – City of West Palm Beach, Palm Beach County;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/13/03]
Rubio Voted to Allow West Palm Beach Police Pensioners More Choice. On April 24, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that
would allow West Palm Beach Police Pensioners to annually choose between a fixed 8.25% return or to share in the gains or
losses of the fund. The fixed return option would be a new addition. [HB 549 – West Palm Beach Police Pension Fund;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/14/03]

Rubio Voted in Favor of Privatizing the State Personnel System. On March 07, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of privatizing
the state personnel system. The bill grants authority to the Department of Management Services (DMS) to establish and
maintain a personnel information system by contracting with a private sector vendor for human resource and personnel
administration services. The bill makes conforming changes to allow the maintenance of personnel records by the state rather
than the employing agency and to allow the vendor to assist the Department in compiling data. According to the Tallahassee
Democrat, “House money managers moved Friday to revive privatization of state government’s personnel system. […]
Without dissent or debate, the House panel approved the bill authorizing DMS to go shopping for a private vendor to run
personnel information systems. There is more than $30 million in the House version of the budget for replacing the obsolete
Cooperative Personnel Employment Subsystem (COPES) that handles data for state workers. […] The House bill authorizes
DMS to ‘contract with a private sector company or companies to provide the system and services required of the personnel
information system.’” [Tallahassee Democrat, 2/23/02; HB 1967 - Relating to State Employees/Personnel System; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 2/25/02]
Rubio Voted for Exempting more State Employees from Career Service Protections. On May 4, 2001 Rubio voted for a
bill that prohibits employees who report to a career service employee from being classified as exempt from the career service
protections. The bill also changes the standards for the suspension and dismissal of career service employees from a “for
cause” basis to a “reasonable cause basis”. [S466 – Relating to Public Employment; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/10/01]
Rubio Voted to Limit Payouts for Unused Sick Days. On May 1, 2001, Rubio voted for a bill that would limit, to 60, the
number of sick days that could be paid out to non-instructional employees employed by school boards and community
colleges in their last paycheck. Employees working under a pre-July 1, 2001 contract would be exempt unless their contract is
renewed after that date. [S708 – Relating to Education Employees/Unused Leave; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/12/01]
Rubio Voted for Anti-Union Bill that would Make it Easier to Hire and Fire Supervisors and Managers. On March
22, 2001, Rubio voted for a bill that would eliminate the Public Employees Relations Commission (PERC), which adjudicates
claims of unfair management decisions and determine or approve collective bargaining units, and shift its duties to the
Department of Management Services (DMS) and the District Court system. The bill would also remove the requirement that
agencies prepare affirmative action plans and reports and would make all career service employees “at-will”. According to the
St. Petersburg Times, “Proposed changes would make it easier to hire and fire workers. That leaves many worried about their
careers […] The House measure reflects Gov. Jeb Bush’s intention to make state agencies operate more like private
businesses. It is fiercely opposed by labor unions, whose leaders say the most onerous provisions would make it easier to fire
workers unfairly or when a new governor takes over […] Under the House bill, roughly 15,000 supervisors and managers
would be taken out of the career service category and made “at will” employees who could be hired and fired more easily, as
state lottery workers and legislative staff are now. Those remaining in career service would lose a protection they enjoy
currently: Now, the burden is on bosses to prove a firing is not arbitrary or discriminatory. Under the changes, an employee
would have to prove that the opposite is true.” [St. Petersburg Times, 03/26/01; H369 – Relating to Public Employees;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/19/01]

Workers’ Compensation & Safety
Rubio Voted to Create the Florida Public Task Force on Workplace Safety. On April 30, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill
to create the Florida Public Task Force on Workplace Safety (task force), within the University of South Florida Safety Florida
Consultation Program, to issue recommendations regarding innovative ways by which the state may effectively ensure that
state agencies and county and city governments comply with OSHA standards. The task force must submit a report and
recommendations to the Governor, Chief Financial Officer, and Legislature by January 1, 2009. The bill appropriates $75,000
in nonrecurring general revenue funds for fiscal year 2008-2009 to address these costs. According to the News-Journal
(Daytona Beach, FL) “The Florida House approved a bill Wednesday night that is aimed at protecting the safety of state and
local government workers -- a measure prompted by a deadly explosion at a Daytona Beach wastewater- treatment plant. The
bill, which passed 117-1, would create a task force at the University of South Florida to recommend ways to ensure
government agencies comply with federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration standards.” [The News-Journal,
5/1/08; CS/CS/HB 967 – Workplace Safety; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/21/08]
Rubio Voted to Amend the Regulations Regarding Workers’ Compensation for First Responders. On May 2, 2007,
Rubio voted for a bill that provides standards for determining benefits for employment-related accidents and injuries of “first

responders,” which generally increase the amount and likelihood of eligibility for workers’ compensation benefits. Many of
these provisions have the effect of reversing the application to first responders of benefit changes to the workers’
compensation law enacted in 2003. [CS/SB 746 – Workers’ Compensation/First Responders [EPCC]; Florida Senate Staff
Analysis, 4/17/07]
Rubio Voted for Workers Compensation Insurance Changes. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that revises
provisions requiring the Office of Insurance Regulation to approve a joint underwriting plan for workers’ compensation and
employer’s liability insurers. According to the South Florida Business Journal, the bill “would transfer $10 million from the
Florida Workers’ Compensation joint Underwriting Association’s trust fund to the JUA’s financially troubled Subplan D or its
successor no later than July 31 […] Insurance companies that write workers’ comp policies in Florida must participate in the
pool of companies that write JUA policies for businesses that, cannot obtain standard workers’ comp policies […] In addition
to authorizing a $10 million transfer this year, HB 1251permits the JUA to make other transfers of as much as $15 million
from the trust fund to subplan D.” [South Florida Business Journal, 5/14/04; HB 1251 - Joint Underwriting Plan of Insurers;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/15/04]
Rubio Voted to Make Changes to Workers’ Compensation for First Responders. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for a
bill meant to address areas of concern for first responders’ workers’ compensation. On August 19, 2003, Speaker Johnnie Byrd
created the Homeland Security Workers’ Compensation Workgroup to study workers’ compensation issues affecting first
responders such as firefighters, police officers, and other emergency personnel. The proposed committee bill addresses most
of the nine primary areas of concern presented to the workgroup. [HB 1999 – Worker’s Compensation For First Responders;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/25/04]
Rubio did Not Vote on Moving Back Deadline for Applications for Workers’ Compensation Exemptions. On
October 23, 2003, Rubio did not vote on moving back a deadline for applications for workers’ compensation exemptions.
According to the Palm Beach Post, “Small contractors, who faced the possibility of being put out of work temporarily Jan. 1
because of the state’s new workers compensation law, got a little legislative relief Thursday. Under the new law, which the
legislature passed in May, contractors had until Jan. 1 to file for exemptions from coverage. A bill the legislature passed
Thursday pushes the deadline to July 1. Lawmakers feared the changes would create a regulatory bottleneck as contractors
flood state agencies with more paperwork than the agencies could process before Jan. 1.” [CS/SB 14E - Workers’
Compensation; Palm Beach Post, 10/24/03]
Rubio Voted to Reduce Workers’ Compensation Premiums. On May 27, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that contains
revisions to Florida’s workers’ compensation system. Major changes from current law include: removing the Social Security
disability standard from the definition of “catastrophic injury” but allowing permanent total disability in cases where the
injured worker cannot find any employment within a 50-mile radius of his or her residence, increasing impairment income
benefits by 50 percent, eliminating supplemental benefits in cases of permanent partial disability, increasing death and funeral
benefits by 50 percent and ending permanent total disability income benefits at age 75 and supplemental benefits at age 62.
According to the St. Petersburg Times, “Under the bill, a convenience store clerk raped at gunpoint would be limited to six
months of psychiatric care. That same clerk would have a more difficult time trying to sue any insurance companies that
delayed or denied claims. The bill now limits fees her attorney would collect from the insurance company if she succeeded and
would force her to pay the insurance company’s legal fees if she lost.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/28/03; HB 25A – Workers
Compensation; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 5/12/03]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Workers’ Compensation Bill that would Decrease Benefits for Workers. On May 27, 2003,
Rubio voted in favor of a workers compensation bill designed to lower insurance costs that would decrease benefits for
workers. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “A complex plan designed to limit the soaring cost of insuring Florida workers
against injuries passed the Florida Legislature late Tuesday, despite protests it would leave workers with fewer rights and
benefits. The legislation (SB 50) is meant to cut costs of workers-compensation insurance, limit legal costs and fight fraud.
Florida workers get paid less when they get hurt on the job than virtually any other state, and Florida businesses pay the
nation’s second-highest rates for injury insurance. […] The House agreed reluctantly to drop some proposals that even
Republican Senate leaders said went too far, including a requirement that workers lose both arms or both eyes to qualify for
“catastrophic” injury benefits. House members also agreed to keep medical coverage for injured workers who turn age 75 but
do not qualify for Social Security. The original plan would have cut benefits to all workers at age 75. Still, opponents, including
worker groups, called the final bill cruel and unfair. The measure cuts medical benefits, reduces the amount of paid
psychological care to six months, and limits workers to $1,500 in legal fees to fight insurance firms for medical care.” [SB 50A
- Workers’ Compensation; Orlando Sentinel, 5/28/03]

Rubio Voted to Reduce Workers’ Compensation Premiums. On May 1, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that implements
specific recommendations relating to dispute resolution, attorneys’ fees, employer immunity from liability, medical issues,
reimbursement fee schedules, compensability, independent medical exams, indemnity and disability benefits, the joint
underwriting plan, fraud and enforcement, exemptions, workplace safety, safety consultants, managed care arrangements,
death benefits, drug-free workplace provisions, and procedures before the judges of compensation claims. According to The
Tallahassee Democrat, the bill would provide “relief from costly workers’ compensation premiums may be on the way for
Florida businesses, now paying perhaps the highest rates in the nation. Yet the change, opponents say, would come at the
expense of injured workers. The House early Thursday on a 104-10 vote passed a major workers’ compensation insurance
reform bill that proponents praised for its potential to cut premium costs by 14 to 15 percent.” [Tallahassee Democrat,
5/2/03; HB 1837 – Workers’ Compensation; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/13/03]
Rubio Voted for a Bill that Revises the Unemployment Compensation Law. On April 30, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill
that revises the Unemployment Compensation Law and other provisions of the Florida Statutes to conform to the transfer,
under ch. 2000-165, L.O.F., of the Unemployment Compensation (UC) Program and of certain powers and duties of the
former Division of Unemployment Compensation and the former Department of Labor and Employment Security to the
Agency for Workforce Innovation. [SB 1448 – Unemployment Compensation; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/20/03]

RAISE Act
Rubio Urged Colleagues To Support The RAISE Act, Which Would Limit the Power Of Union “Bosses.” Rubio: ‘If
Senate Democrats want to address ‘paycheck fairness’, they can start by supporting the RAISE Act which would help workers
earn more money by allowing employers to give them merit-based pay raises and bonuses without first having to clear it by
union bosses,’ he said. ‘Instead, Senate Democrats refuse to even consider the idea and insist on denying hard workers the
potential to earn more money for a job well done. Sadly, for them, government and union bosses should have more power
than job creators when it comes to giving raises and bonuses to people that earn them.’” [Miami Herald, Naked Politics Blog,
6/5/12]

MILITARY AFFAIRS
Bases
Rubio Co-Signed A Letter To Speed Up The Move Of Nuclear Aircraft Carriers To Jacksonville.. Accorsding to
WJXT, “In a joint letter to Admiral Jonathan W. Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations, Florida Sens. Bill Nelson and Marco
Rubio and Rep. Ander Crenshaw strongly urged him to advance the Navy’s decision to homeport a nuclear aircraft carrier at
Naval Station Mayport from 2019 to 2016. “You may hear from a few persistent critics of the project, but as you know, the
decision to disperse the East Coast carrier fleet has been examined and re-examined by the Navy, Department of Defense and
Government Accountability Office,” Nelson, Rubio and Crenshaw wrote. “Every study affirmed and reaffirmed, as in the case
of the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review, what the Navy has maintained all along -- that dispersing our capital ships is in our
best national security interest.” “Rather than belaboring a validated decision, we ask that you consider our April 4 request to
Secretary Ray Mabus to advance the carrier move from (Fiscal Year 2019) to (Fiscal Year 2016). We believe this would reduce
the risk to our carrier fleet from a possible terrorist attack or natural disaster, and once and for all put this issue to rest.’”
[WJXT, 10/5/11]

Defense Contractors
Rubio Did Not Vote on Whether to Expand the Defense Contractor Tax Refund Program. On April 25, 2008, Rubio
did not vote on a bill that expands the Qualified Defense Contractor tax refund program (QDC) to allow for space flight
businesses or entities with space flight contracts to qualify for QDC tax refunds. The bill also amends the amount of tax
refund available to qualified applicants to match the tiered system used to award tax refunds under the Qualified Targeted
Industry Tax Refund Program, raising the maximum tax refund per job created from $5,000 to as high as $8,000 per job if the
project is in a rural county or enterprise zone and the average wage per job is 200 percent of the average private sector wage in
the area. [CS/HB 1373 – Qualified Defense Contractor Tax Refund Program; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/14/08]

Funding
Rubio Co-Sponsored The Budget Control Act Of 2011, Which Was An Effort To Prevent Across-The-Board Cuts To
Defense Spending. According to PoliticalNews.me, “U.S. Senators John McCain (R-AZ), Jon Kyl (R-AZ), Lindsey Graham
(R-SC), Kelly Ayotte (R-NH) and Marco Rubio (R-FL) announced an effort to prevent across-the-board cuts to defense
spending resulting from the failure of the Joint Select Congressional Committee on Deficit Reduction to reach an agreement.
‘Defense funding should be driven by our national security needs, not by arbitrary fiscal arithmetic,” the senators said in a joint
statement. “Funding levels should be based on U.S. security objectives, which are defined by an assessment of our current and
future threats and risks. We cannot responsibly allow across-the-board, draconian defense cuts to go forward at the expense of
our national security. That is why we will work to identify other responsible offsets that will reduce the nation’s deficit by
means that do not endanger the security of the United States.’ Under the Budget Control Act of 2011, a temporary
congressional panel was formed to identify $1.2 trillion in federal spending reductions. But because of Democratic insistence
to increase taxes on the nation’s job creators, the panel was unable to reach an agreement. That will result in automatic
spending cuts of $1.2 trillion starting in 2013, split evenly between defense and domestic spending. This amount is in addition
to the more than $450 billion the Defense Department already is required to cut over the next ten years. [PoliticalNews.me,
12/19/11]
Rubio Voted For Defense Authorization Conference Report. In 2011, Rubio voted for the final conference report of the
FY 2012 Defense Authorization Bill. According to the Los Angeles Times, “The National Defense Authorization Act of 2012
passed the Senate on a 86-13 vote, a solid show of support that belied the considerable opposition and debate behind it.
Several Democrats said they voted for the bill -- which sets Pentagon policy, authorizes $662 billion in spending and gives
service members a pay raise -- despite their concerns about the detainee provisions. President Obama initially said he would
veto the legislation, but he withdrew the threat after the White House said it was satisfied with revisions made in negotiations
this week between the House and Senate. The final compromise mandates that terrorism suspects thought to have ties to Al

Qaeda and planning attacks against the United States be taken into military custody, even those captured in the U.S. In
response to some complaints, though, the bill carves out an exemption for U.S. citizens and legal permanent residents. The bill
also allows the military to indefinitely detain terrorism suspects accused of having ties to Al Qaeda, the Taliban or forces
engaged in hostilities against the U.S. That provision specifies that such power cannot be applied to U.S. citizens captured in
the U.S.” [Roll Call 230, H 1540, 12/15/2011; Los Angeles Times, 12/16/11]
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S. 1867 The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012, Which
Would Strike A Waiver For National Security Interests To Detain Certain Individuals. With this amendment Rubio
sought to strike down a waiver that would preclude the DoD from detaining a certain individual in the name of national
security. According to the Congressional Record, “SA 1290. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 1867, to authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2012 for military activities of the Department of Defense,
for military construction, and for defense activities of the Department of Energy, to prescribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other purposes; as follows: On page 362, strike lines 8 through 15.” “In a letter, Rubio wrote, “I know
this bill is not perfect; in fact, I proposed 2 Amendments to prevent the President from transferring foreign terrorists to the
US to be prosecuted in the federal court system, and I joined with Senators DeMint, Coburn, and Lee to vote against cloture.”
[CR S7858, 11/18/11; Marco Rubio, Website, 11/30/11]
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S. 1867 The National Defense Authorization Act For Fiscal Year 2012, Which
Said The State Of The Senate Was To Support The Inclusion Of the Democratic Republic Of Georgia In NATO;
Rand Paul Blocked The Amendment. Rubio added a state of the senate clause to the Defense Reauthorization act that
signaled the support of including the Democratic Republic Of Georgia into NATO. According to the Congressional Record, “
SA 1451…At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add the following: SEC. 1243. SENSE OF SENATE ON
CONSIDERATION BY THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION OF THE MEMBERSHIP ACTION
PLAN OF THE REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA. It is the sense of the Senate that the President should lead a diplomatic effort
to gain the approval of the Membership Action Plan of the Government of the Republic of Georgia in its application for
membership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) at the May 2012 summit of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization in Chicago, Illinois.” According to the American Conservative, Rand Paul blocked this amendment, “What is
known is the name of the senator who blocked it Rand Paul, son of Ron Paul, who alone stepped in and objected, defeating
Rubio’s effort to get a unanimous vote. The resolution was pulled.” [CR S8006, 11/29/11,The American Conservative,
12/8/11]


The American Conservative Believed That A Foreign Agent Of Georgia’s President Had A Role In The Rubio
Amendment. According to The American Conservative, Rubio was pushing to have the U.S. Senate pressure Obama into
fast-tracking Georgia into NATO, making Tbilisi an ally the United States would be obligated by treaty to go to war to
defend. Now it is impossible to believe a senator, not a year in office, dreamed this up himself. Some foreign agent of
Scheunemann’s ilk had to have had a role in drafting it. And for whose benefit is Rubio pushing to have his own
countrymen committed to fight for a Georgia that, three years ago, started an unprovoked war with Russia? Who cooked
up this scheme to involve Americans in future wars in the Caucasus that are none of our business?” [The American
Conservative, 12/8/11]

Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S. 1867 The National Defense Authorization Act For Fiscal Year 2012, Which
Would Require A Report On Cuba. In the Defense Authorization Act, Rubio added a requirement to conduct a report on
Cuba. According to the Congressional Record, “SA 1388. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1867, to authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2012 for military activities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activities of the Department of Energy, to prescribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: At the end of subtitle C of title XII,
add the following: SEC. 1243. REPORT ON CUBA. (a) Report Required.--Not later than 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall, in consultation with the Director of National Intelligence and the
Secretary of State, submit to the appropriate committees of Congress a report setting forth the following: (1) A description the
cooperative agreements, relationships, or both between Cuba, on the one hand, and Iran, North Korea, and other states
suspected of nuclear proliferation, on the other hand. (2) A detailed description of the economic support provided by the
Government of Venezuela to the Government of Cuba and the intelligence and other support provided by the Cuba
Government to the Venezuela Government. (3) A review of the evidence of relationships between the Cuba Government, or
any of its components, and drug cartels, and of the involvement of the Cuba Government, or any of its components, in other
drug trafficking activities. (4) A description of the status and extent of any clandestine activities of the Cuba Government in
the United States. (5) A description of the extent of support by the Cuba Government for governments in Venezuela, Bolivia,
Ecuador, and Central America, including cooperation on cyber matters with such governments. (6) A description of the status

and extent of the research and development program of the Cuba Government for biological weapons production. (7) A
description of the status and extent of the cyber warfare program of the Cuba Government. (b) Form of Report.--The report
required by subsection (a) shall be submitted in unclassified form, but may include a classified annex. (c) Appropriate
Committees of Congress Defined.--In this section, the term ‘appropriate committees of Congress’ means-- (1) the Committees
on Armed Services and Appropriations and the Select Committee on Intelligence of the Senate; and (2) the Committees on
Armed Services and Appropriations and the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence of the House of Representatives.”
[CR S7925, 11/28/11]
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S. 1867 National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012, Which Would
Require The Department Of Dense To Conduct A Study On The Use Of The Democratic Republic OF Georgia As
A Transportation Base For Supplying US Forces In Afghanistan. This amendment would require the DoD to study how
Georgia could potentially be used as transportation base for US forces in Afghanistan. According to the Congressional
Record, “SA 1288. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 1867, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2012 for military activities of the Department of Defense, for military construction, and for
defense activities of the Department of Energy, to prescribe military personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: At the end of subtitle B of title XII, add the following: SEC. 1230.
STUDY ON THE USE OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA AS A TRANSPORTATION BASE FOR
SUPPLYING UNITED STATES FORCES IN AFGHANISTAN. (a) Study Required.--The Secretary of Defense shall
conduct a study of the feasibility of establishing in the Democratic Republic of Georgia, at the invitation of the Government
of Georgia, a transportation base for supplying United States forces in Afghanistan.” [CR S7857-7858, 11/18/11]
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S. 1867 The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012, Which
Would Add A Section Regarding Sunken Military Craft. According to the Congressional Record, SA 1289. Mr. RUBIO
submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 1867, to authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2012
for military activities of the Department of Defense, for military construction, and for defense activities of the Department of
Energy, to prescribe military personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows: At the end of subtitle D of title XIV, add the following: SEC. 1432. SUNKEN MILITARY CRAFT. Section
1408(3) of the Ronald W. Reagan National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2005 (10 U.S.C. 113 note) is amended-(1) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘,that was’ before ‘on military noncommercial service’; and (2) in subparagraph (B), by
inserting a comma before `’that was owned or operated;.’” [CR S7858, 11/18/11]
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S. 1867 The National Defense Authorization Act For Fiscal Year 2012, Which
Would Require A Report On Cuba. In the Defense Authorization Act, Rubio added a requirement to conduct a report on
Cuba. According to the Congressional Record, “SA 1309. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 1867, to authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2012 for military activities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activities of the Department of Energy, to prescribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: At the end of subtitle C of title XII,
add the following: SEC. 1243. REPORT ON CUBA. (a) Report Required.--Not later than 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall, in consultation with the Director of National Intelligence and the
Secretary of State, submit to the appropriate committees of Congress a report setting forth the following: (1) A description the
cooperative agreements, relationships, or both between Cuba, on the one hand, and Iran, North Korea, and other states
suspected of nuclear proliferation, on the other hand. (2) A detailed description of the economic support provided by the
Government of Venezuela to the Government of Cuba and the intelligence and other support provided by the Cuba
Government to the Venezuela Government. (3) A review of the evidence of relationships between the Cuba Government, or
any of its components, and drug cartels, and of the involvement of the Cuba Government, or any of its components, in other
drug trafficking activities. (4) A description of the status and extent of any clandestine activities of the Cuba Government in
the United States. (5) A description of the extent of support by the Cuba Government for governments in Venezuela, Bolivia,
Ecuador, and Central America, including cooperation on cyber matters with such governments. (6) A description of the status
and extent of the research and development program of the Cuba Government for biological weapons production.” [CR
S7863, 11/18/11]

Security & Anti-terrorism
Rubio Voted to Tax Charter Companies Organizing Trips to Countries Considered a “Terrorist State”. On April 30,
2004, Rubio voted for the bill that creates the “Commerce with Terrorist States Act,” which provides for a security assessment

of every person or entity chartering travel that will originate in this state and arrive in an identified terrorist state. Terrorist
state is defined in the bill as any state, country, or nation presently deemed a state sponsor of terrorism by the U.S.
Department of State. Currently, those states are Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, North Korea, Syria, and Sudan. The assessment levied
on charter aircraft on each take off is $100, irrespective of the charter aircraft size, and an additional charge of $0.04 per
thousand pounds of landed aircraft weight. The assessment on a charter vessel is at the rate of 10% of the total consideration
received or to be received for the chartered travel, in addition to any other taxes or assessments that may be due. According to
the Associated Press, “the bill would tax charter companies organizing trips departing from Florida, regardless of whether
those companies were based in the state. It wouldn’t apply to charter companies taking government workers or contractors to
terrorist nations, and there would be no exceptions for visiting family members.” [Associated Press, 3/24/04; HB 1193 Charter Travel to Terrorist States; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/25/04]
Rubio Voted for Additional Homeland Security. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that creates the State
Homeland Security Trust Fund. According to the Associated Press, the bill will “pay for security improvements at seaports
and airports not covered by federal dollars. The Division of Emergency Management, which oversees Florida’s domestic
security expenses, would set priorities and issue the money.” [236. HB 1195 - State Homeland Security Trust Fund; Associated
Press, 3/24/04]
Rubio Voted for Exempting More Buildings from Publicly Disclosing Internal Blueprints. On March 5, 2004, Rubio
voted for creating a public records exemption for building plans, blueprints, schematic drawings, and diagrams depicting the
internal layout or structural elements of: attractions and recreation facilities, entertainment/resort complexes, industrial
complexes, retail and service developments, office developments, or hotel or motel developments. The exceptions to the
exemption may be granted for other governmental agencies, the owner of the property, or upon showing good cause in a
court of competent jurisdiction. According to the Bradenton Herald, “State Sen. Mike Bennett, R-Bradenton… said the
legislation, which he first tried to get passed into law last year, is intended to make it harder for someone to commit sabotage
or terrorism. ‘Most people would agree if it’s tied to their security, they want the information kept quiet,’ Bennett said. He said
the Florida Government-in-the-Sunshine Law is ‘fantastic’ despite causing management problems, particularly in requiring
public discussion of personnel issues. ‘We’ve got to continue to have it, even though it’s very inconvenient,’ Bennett said.”
[Bradenton Herald, 3/14/04; HB 317 – Public Records Building Plans, Blueprints, and Schematic Drawings; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 2/16/04]
Rubio Voted for Empowering the Governor to Order National Guard Troops into Active Duty to “Enhance
Domestic Security”. On May 1, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would empower the Governor to order troops into active
duty to “enhance domestic security” or to “respond to terrorist threats or attacks”. The bill provides for educational benefits
to troops in the Florida National Guard, in the form of a tuition exemption program and a tuition assistance program. The
exemption program (the State Tuition Exemption Program, or STEP) provides troops with an exemption of one-half of
tuition and fees on a “space available basis”. The assistance program (the Educational Dollars for Duty Program, or EDD)
provides, subject to appropriations, payment of the full cost of tuition and fees. [Sarasota Herald- Tribune, 6/4/03; SB 684 –
Military Affairs; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/15/03]

Active Duty Benefits/Support
Rubio Voted for Military Family Unemployment Benefits. On March 29, 2004, Rubio voted for the bill that revises
eligibility for unemployment compensation insurance benefits to include military spouses who terminate their employment to
relocate as a result of their military-connected spouse’s permanent change of status, station orders, activation orders, or unit
deployment orders. According to the Orlando Sentinel, the “bill spells out that anyone who has to quit work because his or
her military spouse was transferred is eligible for unemployment benefits.” [Orlando Sentinel, 5/26/04; HB 1183 Unemployment Compensation for Spouses of Members of the Military; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
3/19/04]

MINORITIES, WOMEN, AND CHLDREN
Children’s Issues
Fort Myers News Press Editorial: The 2008 Budget Had Brutal Cuts To Department Of Children And Families And
A Tax Credit For Parents Of Adopted Children Ended. “With the financial crunch in Tallahassee, there were certain to be
lots of losers in this year’s state budget. Because of declining revenues, the budget had to drop $5 billion, to $65 billion, an
actual 7 percent decline in spending. But we are appalled at the cuts now being faced by agencies and programs serving some
of our most vulnerable citizens, coming as they do during an economic slump that increases the demand for many such
services. Another blow is cuts to the state’s already underfunded K-12 education. In particular, we are shocked that this has
happened without any borrowing from the $1.4 billion Budget Stabilization Fund, the state’s so-called rainy-day fund, to
soften the effects of the cuts. If this isn’t rainy weather, what is? This ‘restraint,’ and House Speaker Marco Rubio’s boasting
about it, are preposterous. Especially bad: More than $100 million in cuts to the Department of Children and Families budget
of almost $3 billion, despite increasing demand for the department’s crucial services - including child protection. If protective
investigator positions are cut, children will die. Another atrocity: Subsidies for parents of adoptive children may evaporate.
This is as deadly a prospect as abuse investigator cuts. Neglected and abused children need stable adoptive homes for their
long-term development. They may not survive in abusive homes and cannot thrive long-term in foster care..” [Fort Myers
News-Press, 4/29/08]
Rubio Was Not Supportive Of “The Children’s Trust.” “The Children’s Trust has collected about $400 million in
property taxes since 2003, but the group’s influence is best seen through the small details, like the six African drums, small
wardrobe of karate uniforms and hula hoops it funded for a program in Goulds. ‘We get to do stuff that most of the other
after-school cares can’t do,’ wrote Alejandra Pinkney, a fourth-grader who is one of 50 children enrolled in the free program
run by Urgent Inc. The Trust was approved in 2002 as a five-year experiment. Unless voters make it permanent this summer,
it will disappear. Many of the programs that depend on its funding -- child-care like Urgent, health teams in public schools, the
211 hot line for parent counseling -- likely would disappear with it. Notably absent from the list of supporters: House Speaker
Marco Rubio, the West Miami Republican who has led the push for cutting property taxes and may challenge Alvarez in a
mayoral race on the same ballot. “I’m conflicted,” said Rubio, who has not decided how he will vote on the Trust but said he
will not campaign against it. ‘I’m supportive of their mission, but I’m concerned about the enormous burden people are facing
economically.’ He acknowledged the Trust is a tiny portion of tax bills -- about $61 a year on a median house that receives a
homestead exemption. ‘If the voters vote against it, it’s because even though the Children’s Trust is a worthy endeavor, they
can’t afford it right now,’ Rubio said. ‘If they vote for it, they’re funding a pretty innovative approach to helping the lives of
children.’ Programs such as Urgent are among the Trust’s most visible, serving 40,000 children. Many of its 6- to 10-year-olds
come from single-parent homes that cannot afford other after-school care. Without Urgent, many would be home alone or
parked in front of a baby-sitter’s television.” [The Miami Herald, 4/18/08]

Native American Issues
Rubio Criticized Crist’s Property Tax And Homeowner’s Insurance Plans But Voted For Them Anyway. “That has
left conservatives in the Florida House as his most outspoken critics. House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, sued Crist
over the governor’s decision to allow the Seminole Indians to expand gambling at their casinos. And Rubio has criticized
Crist’s property tax cutting plan as well as the governor’s push to deepen the state’s role in property matters, despite voting for
the moves.” Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 12/30/07]
Rubio Sued Crist Over Seminole Tribe Gambling Deal. “The deal that Crist negotiated this year with the Seminole Tribe,
allowing it to offer Vegas-style slot machines and banked card games at its casinos, prompted House Speaker Rubio to file suit
in the Florida Supreme Court. Rubio argues that Crist overstepped his authority by brokering the arrangement without
legislative approval. It is the latest in a series of tussles between Crist and Rubio, who has carped on the governor publicly over
his environmental initiatives and property taxes. Democrat Geller said he agrees with Republican Rubio’s stance on the gaming
compact, adding that he thinks Crist should likewise seek legislative approval for any compact he reaches with Alabama and
Georgia over water rights. That aside, Geller sees a schism developing in the GOP over Crist, primarily because of his
cooperation with Democrats - in Florida and elsewhere - on everything from property taxes to climate change policies. Rubio

appears to embody the frustration of hard-core conservatives, and his pointed criticisms of Crist have led many to speculate
that he plans to run for governor. ‘At the very least, he is presenting himself as the next alternative to Charlie Crist,’ Paulson
said. But Rubio spokeswoman Jill Chamberlin downplayed any friction between the two men, saying Rubio thinks Crist is
doing ‘an excellent job.’” [Tampa Tribune, 12/30/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio And Crist Differed On Property Taxes, Seminole Gambling, And Carbon Emissions. “The rumblings
on the right have allowed House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, to position himself as the governor’s chief political
adversary and heir apparent to Bush’s conservative legacy. Rubio, 36, has feuded with Crist over property taxes and dismissed
the Jan. 29 vote as virtually useless; he is backing a more sweeping measure for next fall’s ballot. Rubio has sued Crist over the
deal with the Seminoles. And the two also are dueling over Crist’s plan to enact groundbreaking standards for the state to
combat global warming -- including major cuts in carbon emissions -- with Rubio emboldened by support from Florida
corporate leaders. Crist has called for utilities, manufacturers and home builders to become more energy-efficient and wants to
lower greenhouse-gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2025. That has alarmed businesses -- a Florida Chamber of Commerce
report said Crist’s proposals would sharply increase energy costs. ‘The governor has scared big business with what he wants to
do about global warming,” said Barney Bishop, president of Associated Industries of Florida. ‘He’s a populist appealing to the
people. But he must remember that a lot of businesses helped him get into office.’ Attitudes such as Bishop’s have fired
speculation that Rubio will challenge Crist in 2010 -- with support from social conservatives and big business. [John Kennedy
Orlando Sentinel, 12/30/07]
Rubio Supported Attorney General McCollum’s Federal Lawsuit To Delay Seminole Gambling. “Attorney General
Bill McCollum called the governor’s signing of a gambling pact with the Seminole Tribe of Florida ‘a very questionable act’
and asked a federal court to block the deal until a state court determines if it is valid. McCollum brought the suit in federal
district court in Washington against the U.S. Department of Interior, which has until Dec. 29 to rule on the Nov. 14 compact
signed by Gov. Charlie Crist and the tribe. McCollum, who opposes gambling, said Thursday he chose not to join the lawsuit
with Rubio, and when the Florida Supreme Court asked if there was any hurry in having the case heard, his office remained
silent. Rubio commended McCollum’s lawsuit Thursday, saying it ‘makes perfect sense,’ and he urged federal officials to ‘allow
our Supreme Court to first decide whether the governor can unilaterally bind Florida to an Indian gambling compact.”” [The
Miami Herald, 12/21/07]
Property Taxes Were Not The Only Issue Crist And Rubio Differed in 2007; Rubio Opposed Crist’s Initiatives On
Seminole Gambling And Greenhouse Gases. “A CONTENTIOUS RELATIONSHIP Previous bouts: Gov. Crist has
gone over Speaker Rubio and House conservatives this year by forcing through the Jan. 29 tax referendum and a deal to
deepen the state’s property insurance risk if major hurricanes hit the state. Ongoing scraps: Rubio has dealt a right hook to
Crist’s plan to expand gambling at Seminole Indian casinos by suing the governor. And Rubio and Crist are locked in a clinch
over global warming, with the speaker warning of economic peril if the governor’s mandated reductions in greenhouse gases
occur. Future fights: Some tout Crist as ready for the national ring as a vice presidential candidate. Rubio faces early forced
retirement next year because of term limits, but may use the tax fight as a round of warm-ups for a return to politics soon.”
[Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 12/20/07]
Rubio Sued Crist Over Seminole Gambling Agreement, Believed He Overstepped The Legislature’s Authority;
Senate Joined In The Lawsuit. “The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Tampa is among seven casinos that would
benefit from a compact Gov. Charlie Crist negotiated this fall to expand Seminole gaming rights to blackjack, other banked
card games and Las Vegas-style slot machines. In return, Florida would receive a profit share estimated at about $1 billion over
the first five years, and one-half billion dollars annually after that. But House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, is suing
Crist in the Florida Supreme Court, arguing the governor violated the Legislature’s authority to ratify the compact. The Senate
has not joined Rubio as a plaintiff in the case but filed a friend-of-the-court brief questioning whether Crist’s compact would
be enforceable.” [Tampa Tribune, 12/12/07]
In Addition To Overstepping The Legislature, Rubio Believed That Crist’s “Expanded Gambling” To The
Seminoles Were Not Allowed Under State Law. “Gov. Charlie Crist fired back Monday at House Speaker Marco Rubio’s
attempt to throw out the gambling compact with the Seminole Tribe, arguing that the House’s decision to sue the governor is
misguided and ‘a bit premature.’ Crist was responding to a lawsuit that Rubio filed before the Florida Supreme Court on Nov.
16, asking the court to invalidate the 25-year agreement with the tribe because it expands gambling and therefore exceeds the
governor’s authority. At the heart of the dispute is how each side interprets the words ‘expanded gambling.’ Rubio argues that
Crist violated his constitutional powers because he agreed to give the tribe Class III card games in addition to slot machines,
an expansion of gambling beyond what state law allows. Rubio asserts that nothing in federal law says that the governor can
act alone in signing a gambling compact and that, while the state had an obligation to negotiate the pact in good faith, it should

have agreed to nothing more than slot machines. The Florida Senate and Gulfstream Racetrack in Hallandale Beach have filed
briefs in support of Rubio. The governor also attempted to chide lawmakers by noting that they could have settled the
question of whether the Legislature has a right to ratify the compact by passing legislation clarifying the matter last session.
Two bills died in Rubio’s House, even though they passed House and Senate committees. ‘Everybody has their own timing
about when they feel issues are ripe,’ Crist said of Rubio. ‘And I respect that he feels that it’s ripe for him now.’ [The Miami
Herald, 12/4/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio Was The Only Powerful Politician In Florida Who Consistently Challenged Crist’s “Middle-Of-TheRoad, Let’s-All-Get-Along Agenda. “Gov. Charlie Crist has a lot to be happy about: a high public approval rating, low
unemployment, another hurricane-free season. But one person keeps chipping away at the governor’s image - and he belongs
to Crist’s party. House Speaker Marco Rubio is the only powerful politician in Florida consistently challenging Crist’s middleof-the-road, let’s-all-get-along agenda. Rubio wrote an op-ed piece calling Crist’s ideas on climate change hurtful to Florida’s
economy. He wrote another one saying Crist was expanding gambling. Then, last month, he sued his fellow Republican over a
casino deal struck with the Seminole Tribe of Florida. Rubio has pushed for deeper property tax cuts, scoffing at the size of
the Crist-backed plan passed by the Legislature. By his words and actions, Rubio, 36, makes it clear that he believes that he not Crist - is the true Republican. That is stirring talk about the Miami lawmaker’s political motivations beyond 2008, when
term limits force him from the Legislature.” [Alex Leary St. Petersburg Times, 12/3/07]
Daniel Ruth Op-Ed: Rubio Was Called The “Hectoring Vegetarian Brother-In-Law From Hell Who Sits Around the
Thanksgiving Dinner Table Reminding Everyone How Unhealthy All The Food Is.” “Marco Rubio isn’t really the
Speaker of the Florida House; he’s the hectoring vegetarian brother-in-law from hell who sits around the Thanksgiving dinner
table reminding everyone how unhealthy all the food is. By all accounts, you would have thought Gov. Charlie Crist, R-Oh
Happy Day, would have been lauded for his pragmatic deal with the Seminole Tribe to expand casino gambling from its
heretofore little more than a glorified Catholic parish bingo night into (Finally!) big boy wagering. After years of bipartisan
Tallahassee foot-dragging, Crist and the Seminoles reached an accord that would permit the tribe to begin offering Las Vegas
style slot machines and more sophisticated gambling options, like baccarat, blackjack and chemin de fer. (Frankly, I’m not sure
what chemin de fer is, but it sounds like you need to wear a tuxedo, smoke French Gauloises and show up with a bimbo.)
Time To Unwad Yes, the new deal with the Seminoles does mean more gambling, more opportunities to gamble and more
people showing up at the tribe’s various casinos to bet on stuff. Gambling!?!?! In Florida!?!?!? Oh dear! You may now unwad
your shorts, Mr. Speaker. Rather, a cynic might possibly suggest Rubio’s feigned outrage over expanded gaming interests has
more to do with the Speaker’s political ambitions and his role as a glorified keno girl for religious interests who oppose gaming
even in a state that already runs its own bolita game, while permitting horse racing, dog racing, jai alai and off-shore casino
cruises. Of course, that analysis could be wrong. But would you want to bet against it?” [Daniel Ruth Tampa Tribune,
11/27/07]
Jac Wilder VerSteeg Op-Ed: Rubio Acted Like A “Puritan” During The Gambling For Seminoles Debate. In
allegorical story regarding the first Thanksgiving, Jac Wilder VerSteeg writes, “It had been a very hard year for the Florida
pilgrims. A cold, cold wind blew across the housing market. Insurance premiums lay heavy on the land. The sales-tax harvest
failed. The bounty the state had been expecting was replaced by shortage and want. Lawmakers huddled in Tallahassee among
the frozen budgets, wailing and wondering how to alleviate their plight. Their poor schoolchildren and the elderly in nursing
homes, they knew, would have to make do with less. Many of the lawmakers did not know what to do. Some, such as House
Speaker Marco Rubio, a Puritan on the subject of gambling, did not want to accept gifts offered by the friendly Seminole
Indians. But the state’s brave leader, Charlie Crist, was not afraid to take a stand(ish). The Indians would show Florida’s
pilgrims how to play all these games, and in return the state’s treasury would reap $100 million in the first year alone, $125
million the second year and at least $150 million each year thereafter for 25 years. As for the Seminoles, they would gather to
themselves billions and billions more. It is good, the Seminoles knew, to be The House. Some did. But others did not. Puritan
Marco Rubio said gambling was a bad thing for Florida pilgrims and that Gov. Crist had no right to accept the Indians’ help
unless the lawmakers agreed. Better for the state to starve, he said, than to grow fat on sin. Strangely enough, some of Puritan
Rubio’s staunchest allies were ‘sinners,’ too. But they were not from the Seminole Tribe. No, they were from the Racino
Tribe.” [Jac Wilder VerSteeg Palm Beach Post, 11/22/07]
In Response To The Gambling Lawsuit, Crist Said That Rubio Had “The Right To Do What He Wants To Do” “In
his first live remarks on the gambling lawsuit filed yesterday by House Speaker Marco Rubio, Gov. Charlie Crist tried to put
on his best face. ‘He has right to do what he wants to do. I have great respect, as you know, with the separation of powers. I
think it’s important and I look forward to the court making a decision,’ he said during a news conference. With that,
spokeswoman Erin Isaac shouted the familiar ‘last question.’ But a reporter asked if Crist had looked over the arguments in
Rubio’s challenge to the Seminole Indian gambling compact, now before the Florida Supreme Court. ‘Only some of it.’ Does

he make a good point about the legislative authority? ‘I respectfully disagree,’ Crist said, saying he entered the compact on
‘sound’ legal counsel. Crist was also asked if Rubio failed to show leadership (as his chief of staff, George LeMieux, said
yesterday): ‘I think he’s doing what he feels he has a right to do.’ [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 11/20/07]
Crist’s Chief Of Staff Said Of Rubio Concerning The Gambling Lawsuit, “Often Times, It’s Easier To Throw Rocks
than To Be A Leader.” “Gov. Charlie Crist issued a two-sentence statement, voicing disappointment with House Speaker
Marco Rubio’s decision to challenge the Seminole gambling compact -- and to ask the Supreme Court to decide whether
lawmakers should ratify it. Crist’s chief of staff, George LeMieux, wasn’t so restrained. ‘It’s easy to be a critic,’ LeMieux said
Monday, as he plopped a copy of Rubio’s court petition on his desk. ‘It’s disappointing because the governor is trying to show
leadership, and it’s not an easy situation ... We were put in a situation with the federal government where the governor felt like
he didn’t have a choice.’ LeMieux said Crist negotiated the best deal he could with the state, including a guarantee of at least
$100-million a year in revenue to the state. Whether Crist had a choice is vigorously debated. What is clear is that the gloves
now appear to have been pulled completely off in the long-simmering tensions between the two Republicans in the House
speaker’s office and the governor’s office. ‘Often times, it’s easier to throw rocks than to be a leader,’ LeMieux said.” [St.
Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 11/19/07]
Editorial: The Palm Beach Post, Op-Ed: The Orlando Sentinel, And Editorial: The Miami Herald All Supported
Crist’s Gambling Decision, Opposed Rubio’s Lawsuit. On the gambling law suit House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West
Miami, falls into the naive category. He thinks that the Legislature might be able to block the governor’s deal with the
Seminoles. The legal dispute is whether Gov. Crist has the authority to make the deal on his own. The governor says the
Legislature has the legal right to say how the state will spend the $100 million to $150 million Florida will receive from the
tribe every year. But he insists that legislators don’t have the authority to stop the expanded gambling on tribal lands. Gov.
Crist said he made the deal on behalf of Florida residents, ensuring that they get a cut of the profits to the tune of at least $100
million a year for 25 years. He said he felt compelled to make a deal because of pressure from the federal Interior Department
to meet a Nov. 15 deadline and because federal regulations that say the Tribe has to get something of value from the deal.
Neither reason, as we see it, justifies the compact.”Now maybe you’re thinking to yourself that this expanded-gambling thing
won’t really happen. Maybe you remember hearing other Republicans vowing to fight back -- Republicans such as House
Speaker Marco Rubio, who has described expanded gambling as ‘morally indefensible.’ After all, if Rubio’s Republican Party
was really so anti-gambling, they probably wouldn’t have taken more than $840,000 in donations from gaming interests, as we
reported last month. In fact, that money accounted for darn-near one out of every five dollars the Republican Party took in
between July and September. [The Palm Beach Post, 11/19/07; Scott Maxwell The Orlando Sentinel 11/18/07; The Miami
Herald, 11/18/07]
Despite Rubio’s Anti-Gambling Platform, The Industry Donated $800,000 To The Florida Republican Party.
“Florida’s ailing gambling industry, betting on the Republican-led Legislature to come to the rescue, has anted up $800,000 to
the state party in the past three months, most of it at House-sponsored fundraisers. The generous contributions come at time
when the industry -- dog tracks, horse tracks and jai-alai frontons -- is losing attendance and profits, while the parimutuels in
Tampa and Broward County may soon face increased competition from Indian casinos. Nearly $600,000 of the GOP haul was
delivered to the party within one week in late July, the same time House Republicans held ‘Havana Nights’ fundraisers in Coral
Gables and Miami Beach. The events featured a yacht cruise, salsa lessons, dinner at the former Versace mansion and personal
concierges available 24/7. Since then, House Speaker Marco Rubio has come out strongly against a proposed gambling
compact being negotiated by Gov. Charlie Crist with the Seminole Tribe of Florida. The proposal would give the tribe Las
Vegas-style slots as well as table games, and the state would get a cut. Rubio’s argument -- that the tribe is entitled to nothing
more than slot machines -- echoes those made by the parimutuels, especially those in Broward, which say that granting table
games to the Seminole gives them an unfair advantage.” [The Miami Herald, 10/12/07]
Rubio Criticized The Miccosukee Indian Tribe’s Lobbying Tactics. “Already facing criticism in the Legislature for its
policy of stopping motorists traveling on a public road in west Miami-Dade, the Miccosukee Indian tribe is now also under fire
for what some lawmakers call ‘heavy-handed’ lobbying tactics. During a meeting last week with House Majority Leader Marco
Rubio, the tribe brought along Frank Artiles, a possible candidate against Miami state Rep. Juan Zapata. Rubio and other
lawmakers say that, by traveling around the Capitol with a potential candidate in tow, the tribe was sending a clear message:
Back our bill or face opponents armed with plenty of Miccosukee campaign cash. ‘They told me that it’s business,” said Rubio,
a West Miami Republican. ‘I guess it is, but it sets a terrible precedent.’ Rubio, who couldn’t remember a similar incident
during his four years in the Legislature, said he warned that the tribe’s bringing along Artiles could be ‘counterproductive,’ and
remarks by other House members suggest Rubio was right.” [The Miami Herald, 4/7/04]

Women’s Issues
Rubio Voted Against The Paycheck Fairness Act, Said the Bill Was About Scoring “Political Points.” “The Paycheck
Fairness Act requires businesses to show that wage discrepancies between men and women are not based on gender. The
measure also bans retaliation against workers who reveal their wages or try to get wage information from their employers.
Rubio called the legislation more about ‘scoring political points’ than solving any problems.” [Miami Herald, Naked Politics
Blog, 6/5/12]
Rubio Believed There Was No “War On Women” And Did Not Think Senator Murkowski’s Believed There Was A
“War On Women.” According to the Huffington Post, “Rubio was asked about recent comments by fellow Sen. Lisa
Murkowski (R-Alaska), who recently broke with many in her party and spoke out strongly for reproductive rights. ‘It makes no
sense to make this attack on women,’ she said on KBBI AM 890 Public Radio’s Coffee Table program, according to the
Homer News. ‘If you don’t feel this is an attack, you need to go home and talk to your wife and your daughters.’ In the
interview, Murkowski affirmed the legal right to an abortion and criticized GOP presidential candidates for not condemning
Rush Limbaugh for calling Georgetown law student Sandra Fluke a ‘slut’ and a ‘prostitute.’ Limbaugh later apologized for his
comments after a firestorm of criticism ensued. Rubio disputed what Murkowski actually said. ‘First of all it’s not an attack on
women,’ responded Rubio. ‘Nor is she saying that it is. I think what she is saying is that is how it is being perceived. And as
I’ve told you before rhetoric is reality in politics.’” [The Huffington Post, 4/13/12]
Rubio Did Not Think Contraception Was Wrong. According to WFOR, “‘Is contraception wrong?’ CBS4′s Jim DeFede
asked Senator Marco Rubio in a recent exclusive one-on-one interview. ‘In terms of?’ he responds. ‘Birth control,’ I said. ‘Of
course not,’ he replied. ‘Who says it is? You’re going to get into this whole argument about contraception. No one has ever
said that contraception should be illegal, that contraception should be discouraged, that people should be looked down upon
for using it. The only argument that there ever has been about this issue isn’t even about contraception, it’s about religious
liberty.’” [WFOR, 4/12/12]
The Blunt-Rubio Amendment That Would Have Allows Employers To Deny Their Employees Contraceptive Care
If It Conflicts With The Employers Religious Or Moral Conviction Failed. According to CBS Miami, “Republican and
Democratic leaders saw their opponents’ blood in the water over the issue of contraception as they voted in the Senate
Thursday over a controversial amendment co-sponsored by Florida Republican Marco Rubio. The amendment, put forth by
Republican Senator Roy Blunt of Missouri, would have allowed employers to deny their employees contraceptive care and
other services if it conflicts with the employers religious or moral convictions. The vote failed 51-48 with four conservative
Democrats crossing party lines to vote with Republicans.” [CBS Miami, 3/1/12]
Rubio Voted to Advance Amendment Allowing Employers to Not Cover Specific Health Care Items and Services for
Moral or Religious Reasons. On March 1, 2012, Rubio voted against a motion to table the Blunt amendment to the Surface
Transportation Authorization on contraception insurance coverage. According to the Associated Press, “In an election year
battle mixing birth control, religion and politics, Democrats narrowly blocked an effort by Senate Republicans to overturn
President Barack Obama’s order that most employers or their insurers cover the cost of contraceptives. The 51-48 vote on
Thursday killed a measure that would have allowed employers and insurers to opt out of portions of the president’s health care
law they found morally objectionable. That would have included the law’s requirement to cover the costs of birth control.
Majority Democrats said the legislation would have allowed employers and insurers to avoid virtually any medical treatment
with the mere mention of a moral or religious objection. Republicans argued that the requirement under the health care
overhaul violates the First Amendment’s guarantee of religious freedom by forcing insurers and employers to pay for
contraception for workers even if the employers’ faith forbids its use.” [Roll Call 24, S 1813, 03/01/2012; Associated Press,
3/1/12]


Rubio Was An Original Co-Sponsor Of The Blunt Amendment On Contraception. According to the Tampa Bay
Times, “The bill, offered as an amendment to a transportation measure, would allow employers and insurers to opt out
birth control and other provisions of the health care based on moral or religious grounds. Rubio is an original co-sponsor
and his office says he’ll vote yes today. He also recently introduced his own bill, which was more narrowly focused on the
uproar Catholic Bishops raised over contraception requirements. That bill is not up for vote today.” [Tampa Bay Times,
3/1/12]



Rubio Said That The Contraception Amendment Was A Defeat For Religion In The Public Square. According to
Sunshine State News, “Florida Republican U.S. Sen Marco Rubio was one of the co-sponsors of Blunt’s amendment. He

said after the vote that this was a defeat for religion in the public square. ‘The Senate’s failure to pass Senator Blunt’s
amendment is a setback for religious freedoms in America,’ Rubio said. ‘We must stop the unconstitutional mandate under
Obamacare that requires church-affiliated organizations to offer their workers private-insurance coverage without out-ofpocket charges for birth control, something they are morally opposed to. Telling religious-based organizations that they
must, by mandate of the federal government, pay for things that religion teaches is wrong. You may not agree with what
the religion believes, but that’s not the point. The point is the First Amendment still applies. Religious freedom still
exists.’” [Sunshine State News, 3/1/12]
Senator Snowe Supported The “Marco Rubio Approach” To Contraception. According to The State Colum, On
Wednesday, she told MSNBC anchor Andrea Mitchell that she had made the decision to retire during the congressional winter
recess, and also gave her thoughts on the recent controversy regarding the Obama administration’s contraception
requirement…’It’s interesting we’re having the debate on contraception and you know what should constitute coverage and
what kind of role does a federal government play,’ said Senator Snowe. “I think its important, with respect to the Blunt
amendment of course, it’s much broader than I support. We need to focus on contraceptions and what requirements there
should be, and I’ve supported the Marco Rubio approach. I did agree with what the president had done with respect to the
mandatory requirement.’ The ‘Marco Rubio approach’ that Ms. Snowe refers to, is a reference to a recent contraception bill
drafted by U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, a Florida Republican. In January, Senator Rubio introduced the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act, which would amend the Public Health Service Act to provide religious ‘conscience protections for individuals
and organizations,’ according to Mr. Rubio’s website.” [The State Column, 2/29/12]
The White House Called Rubio’s Co-Sponsored Legislation That Would Give Employers Broad Leeway To Restrict
Coverage For Contraception As “Dangerous And Wrong.” According to the Associated Press, “The White House said
Monday legislation in the Senate that would give employers broad leeway to restrict coverage for contraception is ‘dangerous
and wrong.’ Press secretary Jay Carney took aim at legislation by Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla. — a possible GOP vice presidential
candidate — and Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., that would allow any employer to deny birth control coverage if it runs counter
to their religious or moral beliefs.” [Associated Press via The Peoria Journal Star, 2/13/12]
Rubio Pledged To Fight The Obama Administration’s Ruling On Requiring Religious Institutions To Provide
Employee Converge For Contraception. According to the Associated Press, “Republicans vowed Wednesday to reverse
President Barack Obama’s new policy on birth control, lambasting the requirement that religious schools and hospitals provide
employees with free contraceptives as an ‘unambiguous attack on religious freedom in our country.’ The issue is not
contraception, said Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., but ‘whether the government of the United States should have the power to go
in and tell a faith-based organization that they have to pay for something that they teach their members shouldn’t be done. It’s
that simple. And if the answer is yes, then this government can reach all kinds of other absurd results.’ [Associated Press via
The Daily Herald, 2/8/12]
After One Week It Was Introduced, Rubio’s Religious Freedom Restoration Act Had 23 Co-Sponsors Was In The
Process Of Being Fast-Tracked In Committee. According to the Fort Myers News-Press, “The battle is raging between
the Catholic Church and the Obama administration over a federal mandate requiring nearly all health care plans to eventually
pay for contraception and sterilization, with Southwest Florida Catholic leaders vowing defiance, even if it means legal action
or denying employees health benefits…A bill already introduced Jan. 30 by Sen. Marco Rubio, is gaining steam, with 23 cosponsors. The West Miami Republican’s bill, called The Religious Freedom Restoration Act, allows religious organizations to
opt out if the mandate conflicts with their beliefs. The bill is in the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions and
Alex Conant, Rubio spokesman, said they hope the bill will be fast-tracked.” [Fort Myers News-Press, 2/7/12]
Rubio Keynoted The Susan B. Anthony List Annual Banquet. According to the Miami Herald, “Rubio, a Catholic, has
always opposed abortion, including during his days in the Florida Legislature. In recent weeks, though, he has emerged as one
of the leading national warriors in the politically explosive cultural war over what sort of healthcare women have access to. His
leadership on the issue is set against the backdrop of a national debate: the Susan G. Komen for the Cure breast cancer
charity’s decision to end — then restore following an outcry — grants for breast cancer detection to Planned Parenthood. Last
week alone, Rubio keynoted the annual banquet of the Susan B. Anthony List, a political organization that helps anti-abortion
office-seekers get elected, and he introduced the bill that would exempt religious institutions from complying with the
contraception requirement.” [Miami Herald, 2/5/12]
Rubio Opposed Contraception And Said “I Can Tell You None Of My Children Were Planned.” According to
Politico, “The vast majority of Americans back the use of contraception, and about three-quarters of Catholic women in
recent polls part with the Church on its prohibition of condoms and the pill. But the political danger isn’t about pills or piety,

it’s that the decision — made by the president himself after months of internal discussion — will be interpreted as a dangerous
nanny-state intrusion into the religious freedom of Catholics. ‘This is going to hurt him not only among Catholics or religious
voters … because it reflects a pattern of overreach,’ said Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) who has introduced legislation that would
exempt Catholic institutions from the policy. ‘I hate to question people’s motives … but I think this is certainly indicative of
an ideology that the policy goals of an administration trump religious freedom,’ added Rubio, a devout Catholic at the top of
the GOP vice presidential shortlist. ‘Is this really necessary? This is not a key provision of the health care bill. … Why is this a
fight they would pick?’ Rubio, who opposes abortion rights, told POLITICO that he and his wife personally adhere to the
church’s dictates on contraception. (‘I can tell you that none of my children were planned,’ he said with a chuckle).” [Politico,
2/2/12]
Rubio Introduced The Religious Freedom Restoration Act That Would Exempt Faith Organizations From Covering
Birth Control. According to The Hill’s Floor Action Blog, “Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) on Monday introduced legislation to
overturn Obama administration regulations that would require most health plans to pay for birth control, including those
provided by religiously affiliated hospitals and universities. The Religious Freedom Restoration Act, S. 2043, would roll back
the Department of Health and Human Service’s mandate earlier this month that requires health plans, beginning Aug. 1, to
cover birth control without a co-pay or a deductible. Churches, synagogues and other houses of worship are exempted from
the mandate, but hospitals and universities with a religious affiliation are not. They were given an extra year, until Aug. 1 2013,
to comply.” [The Hill, Floor Action Blog, 1/31/12]
Rubio Sponsored The Religious Restoration Act Of 2012 Which Would Allow Religious Organizations To Be
Exempt From Providing Contraception Coverage. This bill would exempt under the Affordable Care Act, religious
organizations from providing health care coverage for contraception. According to CRS, “Religious Freedom Restoration Act
of 2012 - Amends the Public Health Service Act to prohibit any guideline or regulation issued relating to the coverage of
preventive health services under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) or any other provision of PPACA
to: (1) require any individual or entity to offer, provide, or purchase coverage for a contraceptive or sterilization service, or
related education or counseling, to which that individual or entity is opposed on the basis of religious belief; or (2) require any
individual or entity opposed by reason of religious belief to provide coverage of a contraceptive or sterilization service or to
engage in government-mandated speech regarding such a service. Declares that nothing in PPACA and no regulations or
guidelines issued under PPACA shall be construed to authorize the imposition of a sanction or otherwise disadvantage an
individual or entity on the basis of a religiously based decision made by that individual or entity to not offer, provide, or
purchase coverage for a contraceptive or sterilization service, or to engage in a government-mandated speech regarding such
service.” According to The Hill’s Floor Action Blog, The Religious Freedom Restoration Act, S. 2043, would roll back the
Department of Health and Human Service’s mandate earlier this month that requires health plans, beginning Aug. 1, to cover
birth control without a co-pay or a deductible. Churches, synagogues and other houses of worship are exempted from the
mandate, but hospitals and universities with a religious affiliation are not. They were given an extra year, until Aug. 1 2013, to
comply.” [CRS, 1/30/12;] The Hill, Floor Action Blog, 1/31/12]
Rubio Co-Sponsored The “Respect For Rights Of Conscience Act”; Which Allowed The Catholic Church To
Receive Federal Funds While Ensuring The Church Was Exempt From Placing Birth Control On A List Of
Preventative Health Care Services. “The Respect for Rights of Conscience Act was introduced in the Senate early last
month by three Republicans — one of which was Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla. Rubio is a practicing Catholic who has introduced
anti-abortion legislation in the Senate. The legislation proposed in both the House and Senate would provide a way for the
church to receive federal funds through health care exchanges created by federal health care reform, but would allow the
church to be exempt from following the recent recommendation made by the Institute of Medicine that places birth control
on a list of preventative health care services” [The Florida Independent, 9/12/11]
Rubio Did Not Refer An Equal Rights Amendment For Women To Committee. “Thirty-five years after the women’s
rights movement reached a fever pitch with a constitutional amendment to guarantee women equal protection under the law,
the Florida House won’t give the notion the time of day. Literally. Every year since 2003, female Democrats on both sides of
the Legislature have filed bills to support Florida’s ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment. House Speaker Marco Rubio
is the first leader in that period to decline to refer it to a committee - the first step toward helping a bill become law. Out of
2,520 bills filed this session, only 25 were not referred to a committee, not including ceremonial resolutions containing no
substantive legislation. Of those not referred, only seven were in the House and the one titled ‘Equal Rights for Men and
Women’ was among them.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/2/07]

Other Minorities
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution That Expressed Regret For The Passage Of Discriminatory Laws Against The
Chinese In America. “Mr. BROWN of Massachusetts (for himself…Mr. RUBIO)…submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary: S. Res. 201… Resolved, That the Senate-- (1) acknowledges that this
framework of anti-Chinese legislation, including the Chinese Exclusion Act, is incompatible with the basic founding principles
recognized in the Declaration of Independence that all persons are created equal; (2) acknowledges that this pattern of antiChinese legislation, including the Chinese Exclusion Act, is incompatible with the spirit of the United States Constitution; (3)
deeply regrets passing 6 decades of legislation directly targeting the Chinese people for physical and political exclusion and the
wrongs committed against Chinese and American citizens of Chinese descent who suffered under these discriminatory laws;
and (4) reaffirms its commitment to preserving the same civil rights and constitutional protections for people of Chinese or
other Asian descent in the United States accorded to all others, regardless of their race or ethnicity.” [Marco Rubio CR Article
95, 5/26/11]

PROPERTY RIGHTS
Rubio Voted in Favor of “Homeowners Bill of Rights Act”. On April 30, 2008, Rubio voted in favor of a bill that made
changes to the insurance laws by increasing penalties for violation of the Insurance Code; changing standards and procedures
for property insurance rate filings; applying antitrust laws to the business of insurance; prohibiting unfair claims handling
practices; limiting rate increases and changing coverage and assessments for Citizens Property Insurance Corporation
(Citizens). According to the St. Petersburg Times, “Customers of Citizens Property Insurance won’t face an increase in
premiums for another year […] But the measure, dubbed the ‘Homeowners Bill of Rights Act,’ offers no similar protections
for customers of private insurers. And the final product is more a mishmash of changes to the insurance code than any broad
reform lawmakers suggested they would seek during dramatic public hearings where they put private insurers under oath. The
bill […] Freezes Citizens rates through Jan. 1, 2010 […] Doubles fines to $40,000 for insurers found to violate fair trade
practices.[…] Allows consumers to sue an insurer that doesn’t pay the ‘undisputed part’ of a claim within 90 days.[…] Bans
insurers through 2009 from charging a rate before approval by regulators.[…] Requires insurers to give notice before dropping
more than 10,000 policies in a year. […] Makes the state’s actuaries’ work open to public review.[…] Borrows $250-million
from Citizens to fund a low-interest loan program for startup insurers. […] Establishes a commission to study Citizens.” [St.
Petersburg Times, 5/2/08; SB 2860 – Insurance [EPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/8/08]
Rubio Did Not Vote on Protection for Cemeteries. On April 18, 2008, Rubio did not vote on additional protection from
eminent domain for land dedicated for cemetery purposes. The bill provides that except for road system, transportation
corridor, or rights-of-way purposes, property dedicated for cemetery purposes and licensed under this part may not be taken
by eminent domain if the area of property to be taken is 1 contiguous acre or greater in size, unless the taking entity
determines in a public hearing that there are no reasonable alternatives except to use cemetery property for the project.
[CS/HB 853 – Cemetery Lands; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/8/06]
Rubio Voted to Change Condominium Law. On April 18, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that makes numerous changes to
condominium law including. According to the South Florida Sun-Sentinel, “In a rare standoff that plunged the legislative
session into gridlock, the Florida House erupted in partisan acrimony Friday over political gamesmanship each side likened to
playground antics. Democrats, angry over a procedural move by the Republican majority to block debate on an education bill,
slowed the chamber’s deliberations to a crawl with their own maneuver: They demanded that bills be read in full. The first up:
An 86-page tome on condominium law -- a bill so stuffed with long-winded legalese that it took a rotation of a half-dozen
clerks and two hours to read.” [South Florida Sun-Sentinel, 4/19/08; CS/HB 995 – Community Associations; Florida House
of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/14/06]
Rubio Voted for Holding a Special Election to Approve Changes to Florida Tax Laws, Changes that would Cut $2.4
Billion from Education. On October 29, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill to change the Florida Constitution’s laws regarding ad
valorem (property) taxes through a special election. The changes would increase exemptions relating to tangible property,
allow the portability of the Save Our Homes assessment differential, provide an increase in the homestead exemption, add an
additional homestead exemption for first-time homebuyers, and provide a complete exemption for low-income seniors
through the homestead exemption. According to the Tampa Tribune, “Voters will have final say on a property tax overhaul
after a reluctant state House overcame ‘tremendous disappointment’ with the final package of legislation on Monday and
placed it on the Jan. 29 primary election ballot. The potential for lower local property tax bills will hinge on two key provisions
of a resolution that will appear at the polls as a constitutional amendment: a doubling of the current $25,000 homestead
exemption, and the ability of homeowners to take their Save Our Homes benefit with them if they move. Those were chief
goals originally outlined by Gov. Charlie Crist and the heads of both legislative chambers when the special session was called
Oct. 11. But in ultimately getting there, lawmakers came perilously close to a Capitol meltdown on the final day of the special
session. That rancor stemmed from several factors: differences between chambers in how to attack soaring property tax bills;
timing, with the special session ticking toward a mandatory midnight Monday close; and a little political hardball by the state
Senate. [...]Of the $12.4 billion forecast to be trimmed from local tax collections over five years, education takes a $2.4 billion
hit. While some of the provisions exclude school district levies from the cutbacks, that level drew protests from House
Democrats. ‘This plan was born more out of disagreement and panic than good, meaningful judgment,’ said Rep. Dan Gelber,
D-Miami Beach. ‘We’re not supposed to just simply put something on the ballot. Our obligation is to give people a good
choice. At the end of the day, if you [balance] a tax break on public school children, that is simply not a good choice.’ “
[Tampa Tribune, 10/30/11; SB 6D - Special Election/Ad Valorem Taxation [FPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 10/15/07]
Rubio Voted for Property Tax Relief. On June 14, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill to increase the homestead exemption to
75 percent of the first $200,000, plus 15 percent of the next $300,000. The bill also provides a minimum exemption of

$50,000, which is increased to $100,000 for low-income seniors and adjusts the upper limit by growth in per capita Florida
personal income and allows it to be increased by a 2/3 vote of the legislature. Additionally, the bill limits the existing Save Our
Homes assessment limitation to those homesteads for which it provides a greater benefit than the increased homestead
exemption; Allows a statutory exemption from ad valorem taxes for tangible personal property no less than a value of $25,000;
Allows affordable housing subject to rent restrictions imposed by a governmental agency to be assessed by general law; Allows
working waterfronts to be assessed by general law; and Requires the legislature to limit the authority of local governments,
with the exception of school districts, to increase property taxes. [SJR 4B – Ad Val Tax/Tax Assessments/Homestead
Exemption [FPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 6/11/07]
Rubio Voted to Remove Provisions from State Constitution that Authorize States Legislature to Regulate Illegal
Immigrant Property. On May 4, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that would amend the Florida constitution to remove
provisions authorizing the Legislature to regulate or prohibit the ownership, inheritance, disposition, and possession of real
property by aliens ineligible for citizenship. Currently there is an exception in Florida’s equal protection clause allowing the
Legislature to regulate or prohibit the previously listed activities. [SJR 166 – Property Rights/Ineligible Aliens [LPCC]; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/8/07]
Rubio Voted to Allow Landlords to Impose an Early Termination Fee on Renters who Break their Lease. On April
27, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that would allow landlords to impose an early termination fee and liquidated damages of up to
two months’ rent plus any unpaid rent, other charges due in the rental agreement, and any rental concessions that the tenant
received. According to the Miami Times, “Renters who plan to break their lease may be in for a big surprise now that state
lawmakers have passed in bill allowing apartment owners and managers, to seek ‘double rent’ from those who do not complete
the terms of their agreement. Although the bill still requires the sign of approval from Gov. Charlie Grist, landlords would be
able to charge up to two months of rental payments for renters who ‘skip out’ on their lease… A benefit of the bill for lease
holders is that the early termination charges would cap at the total amount for two months rent as opposed to the current law
that allows apartment managers to charge the full amount for the remainder of the leasing term - a resident on a 12-month
lease who leaves after four months would be charged for the remaining eight months. Under the new bill, the resident would
only be required to pay for the fifth and sixth month.” [Miami Times, 5/9/07; CS/HB 1277 – Residential Tenancies; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/19/07]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Citizens Property Insurance Bailout; Insurance Reform. On May 5, 2006, Rubio voted in favor
of a bill that most significantly among other things, appropriates $750 million in non-recurring funds from the General
Revenue Fund to the Department of Financial Services to be transferred to Citizens Property Insurance. According to the
Tampa Tribune, “Those covered by Citizens Property Insurance Corp., the state-created insurer that is $1.7 billion in debt
after last year’s hurricanes, can expect even higher premiums and assessments. Although these moves were made to shore up
Citizens by attracting private competition to the market, it’s unclear that the bailout will do anything to make the Florida’s
hurricane risks more acceptable to private companies. Fortunately, lawmakers rejected a plan to send a $140 rebate to Florida
homeowners. Instead, some $715 million will go directly to Citizens, which will help to keep the inevitable assessments a little
bit lower. And the Legislature adopted some reforms, setting limits on coverage of more than $1 million.” [Tampa Tribune,
5/9/06; CS/SB 1980 - Property and Casualty Insurance; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/17/06]
Rubio Voted for Removing Hurricane Insurance Deductible Protections for Some Properties. On May 6, 2005, Rubio
voted for a bill that would remove an existing law mandating that hurricane insurance deductibles be applied on a yearly, and
not per hurricane, basis for all properties. The bill would change the law so that it only covers residential policies. Commercial
residential policies, issued after Jan 1, 2006, would have to offer the option of an annual or per hurricane deductible. [CS/SB
1486 – Property Insurance; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/4/05]
Rubio Voted for Better Coordination between County and Municipal Governments. On May 3, 2005, Rubio voted for a
bill that would provide an alternative to annexation. It would allow counties and municipalities to determine who provides
local service in unincorporated areas. It would lower the threshold for annexation from 100% of property owners to more
than 50% of property owners or registered voters. [CS/CS/SB 926 – Interlocal Svc. Boundary Agreement; Florida Senate Staff
Analysis, 4/15/05]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Expanding the Definition of Title Insurance to Include Personal Property and Possibly
Causing Premium Increases. On May 2, 2005, Rubio voted in favor of expanding the definition of title insurance to include
personal property as well as real property. According to the Florida House of Representatives staff analysis, it was expected
that the bill would generate an increase in insurance sales premiums, though it was unknown how many insurance companies
would choose to enter this market. [HB 75 - Title Insurance; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/26/05]

Rubio Voted in Favor of Allowing Mobile Home Owners to Retire the Title of their Home. On April 22, 2003, Rubio
voted in favor of allowing the owner of a mobile home which is permanently affixed to land that the mobile home owner also
owns to permanently retire the title to the mobile home. Thereafter, ownership of the mobile home would be transferred by
deed or real estate contract in conjunction with the transfer of the land. The bill defines “real property owned by the same
person” to include any tenancy of a recorded leasehold interest for a term of 30 years or more. [HB 1431- Mobile Homes;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/2/03]
Rubio Voted for Establishing Educational Requirements for Licensing Mortgage Lenders. On May 2, 2001 Rubio
voted for a bill that would establish educational requirements for mortgage lenders and establish continuing education
requirements for brokers and lenders. [H455 – Relating to Mortgage Brokers & Lenders; Florida House of Representatives
Staff Analysis, 5/29/01]
Rubio Voted Against Allowing Local Governments to Sue for Liens on Properties. On March 22, 2000, Rubio voted
against the bill that authorizes local government code enforcement boards to sue for money judgments resulting from a lien
being placed on property. This bill provides that in an action for a money judgment on a lien, the prevailing party is entitled to
recover all costs. The bill also allows the code enforcement board to post notices at the main county governmental center.
According to The Bradenton Herald, the bill “would allow local governments to sue to recover money for the amount of such
liens, plus interest.” [The Bradenton Herald, 3/22/00; HB 331 - Local Government Code Enforcement; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 11/12/99]

Development
Rubio Opposed Redevelopment Megaplans. “Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio, an outspoken critic of Miami’s $3
billion public-works megaplan, is backing a bill that would make it more difficult for such plans to happen again. The
proposed legislation has passed through one House committee but would still need full House and Senate approval for it to
take effect. Highly technical in nature, the new rules would ban local community redevelopment dollars from being spent on
existing, completed buildings in many circumstances. Such spending is a cornerstone of Miami’s plan. Under the city-county
deal, a huge share of community redevelopment money earmarked for Miami’s Omni neighborhood would go toward paying
down construction debt at the Arsht Center for the Performing Arts. Critics of the megaplan argue that redevelopment money
is meant to pay for new improvements -- not to finance a building that is already there. In a written statement provided to The
Miami Herald, Rubio -- who is mulling a run for county mayor later this year -- echoed those criticisms.” [The Miami Herald,
4/18/08]

Eminent Domain
Rubio Voted to End Eminent Domain. On May 4, 2006, Rubio voted for the House Joint Resolution that proposes an
amendment to the State Constitution to prohibit the transfer of ownership or control of private real property taken by
eminent domain pursuant to a petition filed on or after January 2, 2007, to any natural person or private entity. According to
the Orlando Sentinel, the resolution “would ask voters to decide if they want to amend the state constitution to also forbid the
transfer of taken property for economic development.” [Orlando Sentinel, 5/5/06; HJR 1569 – Eminent Domain; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/28/06]
Rubio Co-Sponsored Anti Eminent Domain Legislation. “Local governments and state agencies would be severely
limited in their ability to condemn property so it can be redeveloped by businesses and other private groups under legislation
proposed Monday by a House committee. Two proposed state constitutional amendments and a bill that also would put the
restrictions into state law are a reaction to a U.S. Supreme Court decision last year. The high court approved taking homes in
New London, Conn., for a redevelopment project because it would economically benefit the community overall. The justices,
however, said states are free to ban the use of eminent domain for private purposes and Florida is one of several considering
such action. It has not been a widespread problem in Florida, said Rep. Marco Rubio, chairman of the House Select
Committee to Protect Private Property Rights, which drafted the legislation. ‘Even one case of abuse is one too many in the
eyes of most, if not all, Floridians,’ said Rubio, R-Miami. ‘This is really not an issue of quantity; it is an issue of gravity.’ Rubio,
who is in line to become House speaker in November, said the limitations could be subject to erosion over time if put only

into state law, so the committee also recommended that they be placed in the Florida Constitution.” [The Associated Press,
3/14/06]
Rubio Was Tapped To A Committee That Would Develop Guidelines For The State’s Use Of Eminent Domain.
“Expressing concerns about a U.S. Supreme Court decision that broadened governments’ rights to use eminent domain
proceedings to take private property, Florida House Speaker Allan Bense on Friday created a committee to develop guidelines
about when and where the proceedings can be used in the state. The action follows Bense’s vote two months ago in support
of a state subsidy for a new Florida Marlins stadium, a project that may displace about 100 Miami residents through eminent
domain proceedings. The project ultimately did not receive the state subsidy. Bense also tapped Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami,
one of the strongest and most vocal supporters of the Marlins stadium, to head the committee. In a statement, Bense said he
was ‘extremely concerned’ by the court’s 5-4 decision Thursday, which critics say weakens individuals’ property rights at the
expense of private projects that are intended for public use.” [Palm Beach Post, 6/25/05]

RELIGION
“The Passion”
Rubio Initialized An Idea To Invite House Colleagues To View “The Passion.” “Taking a cue from church groups that
have rented out theaters in order to watch The Passion of The Christ, an Ocala Republican booked a Tallahassee theater and
invited the entire Florida Legislature to see the controversial film Tuesday night. Rep. Dennis Baxley, who meets weekly with
other legislators for Bible study and Christian fellowship, said he wanted to give his fellow legislators an ‘opportunity’ to see
the movie because of the attention it has garnered nationwide. Baxley, who said he has not yet seen the film, said the initial
idea to take a group of legislators came from House Majority Leader Marco Rubio, a Miami Republican. Rubio, a Catholic,
said he saw the film recently and suggested that Baxley and members of his fellowship group should see it. Rubio, however,
said he did not advocate inviting every member of the Legislature. ‘He took it and ran,’ said Rubio, who called The Passion of
The Christ a ‘well-made film.’ ‘It’s not like I said, ‘Noah, go out there and build an ark,’ Rubio said. ‘I know he’s a very
religious man and I said, ‘You may look at this idea.’ ‘Much of the controversy surrounding the film directed by Mel Gibson is
about its depiction of the role of Jews in the decision to crucify Jesus, which is shown in graphic detail. Rubio, who called the
film ‘brutal’ for its violence, defended the movie and said he did not find it anti-Semitic. ‘Jesus was Jewish and so were his
disciples,’ said Rubio, who said he planned to attend the screening paid by Baxley. ‘You’d have to be an absolute moron to be
anti-Semitic after seeing that film.’” [The Miami Herald, 3/10/04]

2000 Census
Rubio Was Described As The “Full Package” When He Arrived To The Florida House; Speaker Byrd Got To Know
Rubio Over The Redistricting Process. “Marco Rubio arrived here in 2000, winning the Republican nomination for a state
House seat by a 64-vote margin, and at 28, looking more like a fresh-faced legislative page than a member of the august
chamber. Now, just three years later, the Miami native is the Republican Party’s majority leader in the House, part of the inner
circle, and arguably the most high-profile House member behind Speaker Johnnie Byrd. It’s a meteoric rise fueled in part by
term limits but also by what observers say is Rubio’s political prowess and a seemingly endless supply of energy. ‘Early on, I
knew he was the full package,’ said former state Republican Party chairman Al Cardenas, who met Rubio when the younger
man, then a University of Miami Law School student, was serving as Miami-Dade County political director for Bob Dole’s
1996 presidential campaign. In the House, Rubio burst rapidly into leadership, landing a position as majority whip, where he
marshalled support for the Republican line on the House floor. Last year, as House members tackled the politically explosive
task of redrawing legislative and congressional boundaries from Pensacola to Key West, Rubio injected himself into the mapmaking, helping to chart the political purposes behind every line drawn. Poring over maps in strategy sessions fueled by soft
drinks, he got to know Byrd, then the redistricting chairman and incoming House Speaker. When Byrd took control of the
office, he tapped Rubio as his majority leader, ‘the partisan mouthpiece,’ as Byrd calls it, responsible for developing the GOP
message and keeping lawmakers on point.’” [The Miami Herald, 3/9/03]
Op-Ed: As A Leading Member Of The House Redistricting Team, Rubio Ensured Cuban-Americans Would Gain
Clout At The Expense Of Other Hispanic Groups. “Although Cuban-Americans account for fewer than a third of
Florida’s Hispanics, they will likely continue their virtual monopoly on Hispanic political power in Congress and the state
legislature under new district maps drawn this year. All three of the congressional seats, all three of the state Senate seats and
all of the 11 state House seats designed as majority-Hispanic districts will most likely go to Cubans who, as Republicans,
controlled the map-making process in both legislative chambers. In any event, Cuban-Americans’ domination of Hispanic
politics has nothing to do with bias and everything to do with the dynamics of immigrant communities, Rubio said.
‘Somebody comes over here from Colombia, they can’t register to vote the next day,’ he said. What’s more, other Hispanic
groups neither live closely together nor vote as a cohesive bloc - conditions that must be met for minority groups to get their
own legislative districts, said Rubio and lawyers defending the legislative plans in court.” [S.V. Date Palm Beach Post,
4/30/02]
Rubio Dismissed Charges that Democratic Districts Were Butchered During The Redistricting Process. “MiamiDade County will have one less state representative fighting for its needs in the state capital after the November election, but
Republicans will almost certainly have more clout. The new political boundaries recently approved by the Republican-majority

Florida Legislature give the GOP a strong chance of taking two South Miami-Dade seats from the Democrats. And House
District 105, a seat now held by Democrats, has been moved from North Miami Beach to Broward County. Rep. Marco
Rubio, R-Coral Gables, who helped craft the new boundaries, dismisses charges that the Republicans butchered Democratic
districts. ‘I can argue my district was divided four ways,” said Rubio, who lost parts of Allapattah and Flagami but picked up
portions of Hialeah, Coral Gables and South Miami in his District 111. ‘If you compare the existing map, it’s very, very similar’
to the old one, he said.” [The Miami Herald, 3/31/02

Other
After One Week It Was Introduced, Rubio’s Religious Freedom Restoration Act Had 23 Co-Sponsors Was In The
Process Of Being Fast-Tracked In Committee. According to the Fort Myers News-Press, “The battle is raging between
the Catholic Church and the Obama administration over a federal mandate requiring nearly all health care plans to eventually
pay for contraception and sterilization, with Southwest Florida Catholic leaders vowing defiance, even if it means legal action
or denying employees health benefits…A bill already introduced Jan. 30 by Sen. Marco Rubio, is gaining steam, with 23 cosponsors. The West Miami Republican’s bill, called The Religious Freedom Restoration Act, allows religious organizations to
opt out if the mandate conflicts with their beliefs. The bill is in the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions and
Alex Conant, Rubio spokesman, said they hope the bill will be fast-tracked.” [Fort Myers News-Press, 2/7/12]
Rubio Op-Ed: “ObamaCare” Should Not Trump Religious Liberty. Marco Rubio wrote, “Despite our deeply rooted
heritage of religious liberty, the Obama administration recently issued a mandate under ObamaCare that will require churchaffiliated organizations to offer their workers private-insurance coverage without out-of-pocket charges for birth control,
something they are morally opposed to. In doing so, the administration ignored efforts by numerous faith-based organizations
to be granted an exemption on religious grounds. From a practical standpoint, this will force Catholic organizations to make
an unacceptable choice: Ignore a major tenet of their faith, or not provide any insurance to their employees and be punished
with a federal fine for violating ObamaCare’s mandate on employers. As Americans, we should all be appalled by an activist
government so overbearing and so obsessed with forcing mandates on the American people that it forces such a choice on
religious institutions. In response, I have introduced the Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 2012, a bill to establish a firm
religious exemption to this insurance requirement under ObamaCare. It’s a narrowly focused, common-sense measure that
simply says the government can’t force religious organizations to abandon the fundamental tenets of their faith. This bill, as
well as Sen. Roy Blunt’s similar Respect for Rights of Conscience Act, sends a clear message against the Obama
administration’s assault on religious freedom. To be clear, the bill does not forbid women from pursuing birth control and
other affected products. If an employee wants birth control, that worker could simply pay for it themselves or just choose to
work elsewhere. What it does forbid is having government force religious entities to provide them.” [Marco Rubio, New York
Post, 2/2/12]
Rubio Introduced The Religious Freedom Restoration Act That Would Exempt Faith Organizations From Covering
Birth Control. According to The Hill’s Floor Action Blog, “Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) on Monday introduced legislation to
overturn Obama administration regulations that would require most health plans to pay for birth control, including those
provided by religiously affiliated hospitals and universities. The Religious Freedom Restoration Act, S. 2043, would roll back
the Department of Health and Human Service’s mandate earlier this month that requires health plans, beginning Aug. 1, to
cover birth control without a co-pay or a deductible. Churches, synagogues and other houses of worship are exempted from
the mandate, but hospitals and universities with a religious affiliation are not. They were given an extra year, until Aug. 1 2013,
to comply.” [The Hill, Floor Action Blog, 1/31/12]
Rubio Co-Sponsored The “Respect For Rights Of Conscience Act”; Which Allowed The Catholic Church To
Receive Federal Funds While Ensuring The Church Was Exempt From Placing Birth Control On A List Of
Preventative Health Care Services. “The Respect for Rights of Conscience Act was introduced in the Senate early last
month by three Republicans — one of which was Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla. Rubio is a practicing Catholic who has introduced
anti-abortion legislation in the Senate. The legislation proposed in both the House and Senate would provide a way for the
church to receive federal funds through health care exchanges created by federal health care reform, but would allow the
church to be exempt from following the recent recommendation made by the Institute of Medicine that places birth control
on a list of preventative health care services” [The Florida Independent, 9/12/11]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Establishing Faith-Based Advisory Council. On April 26, 2006, Rubio voted in favor of
establishing the Florida Faith-based and Community-based Advisory Council. The bill specifies the activities of the council,

and requires an annual report be submitted to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives that documents the council’s activities and recommended policies, priorities, and objectives for the state’s
effort to facilitate the involvement of faith-based, volunteer, and other community-based organizations. According to the
Associated Press, “A faith- and community-based advisory council was created within the governor’s office Thursday on Gov.
Jeb Bush’s signature. The new council will advise the governor and Legislature on policies, priorities and objectives for
Florida’s effort to expand the work of volunteer faith-based and community organizations. The panel will be asked to provide
annual recommendations on 12 areas to promote government and the faith-based cooperation. Bush will appoint 17 of the
panel’s 25 members, the House and Senate will each appoint four members.” [Associated Press, 5/5/06; HB 599 - Florida
Faith-based and Community-based Advisory Council; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/11/06]
Rubio Voted for Tax Exemptions for Biblical Theme Park. On April 26, 2006, Rubio voted for the bill that provides an
exemption from the property tax for property used predominately for religious purposes. According to the St. Petersburg
Times, “the bill - which stems from Holy Land’s ongoing fight with the Orange County property appraiser - is drafted to grant
theme parks ‘used to exhibit, illustrate, and interpret biblical manuscripts’ an exemption from local property taxes, like
churches, even though the parks charge money. The bill only applies to 501(c)3 organizations, making a property with
creationism science displays, Dinosaur Adventure Land in Pensacola, ineligible.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/5/06; HB 7183 Property Tax Exemptions; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/11/06]

SENIORS
Social Security
Op-Ed: Rubio Was “Nutty” When He Said Social Security “Weakened Us As A People.” “Where do these Republican
politicians get their nutty notions? Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida, who’s being bruited about as a possible Republican vice
presidential candidate, recently contended that Social Security and Medicare have ‘weakened us as a people.’ ‘You see,’ he said
in a speech at the Reagan Presidential Library, ‘almost forever, it was institutions in society that assumed the role of taking care
of one another. If someone was sick in your family, you took care of them. If a neighbor met misfortune, you took care of
them. You saved for your retirement and your future because you had to. ... ‘But all that changed when the government began
to assume those responsibilities. All of a sudden, for an increasing number of people in our nation, it was no longer necessary
to worry about saving for security because that was the government’s job.’ Ah, the good old days, when people took care of
their families and neighbors and more than half of our old people lived in poverty. Then along came Social Security and
weakened us as a people.” [Leonard Boasberg Philadelphia Inquirer, 9/23/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio Mastered The “Third Rail” Of Politics. “The candidate who wrote the new rules for political discussion of
Social Security is now U.S. Senator Marco Rubio of Florida. He didn’t just touch the third rail. He grabbed it. And he wasn’t
electrocuted. Rubio pole-axed political consultants and much of the commentariat by saying flat out on national TV, in a
debate with his main Senate opponent on Fox News Sunday early in 2010, that Social Security had to be changed or it would
go belly-up, more sooner than later, and the checks would stop for all. Rubio made clear than any changes, most likely to
include raising the retirement age, would not affect current recipients, or people about to be eligible for Social Security. The
changes would only affect folks at least 10 years away from retirement, who have time to plan for the changes. He repeated
this message in his campaign throughout Florida. Then a strange thing didn’t happen. Political consultants may have taken to
their fainting couches after watching what they were certain was a political suicide on national TV. And political writers shifted
into high dudgeon mode. Rubio’s opponents used every scare tactic the law allows. But to the surprise of orthodox thinkers
everywhere, Florida’s seniors did not go into low earth orbit. The promised backlash didn’t happen. Rubio won his election by
20 points.” [American Spectator, 9/14/11]
In A Speech Given At The Reagan Library, Rubio Said That Social Security Was Among Programs That Were
‘Crafted Without Any Thought As To How They Will Be Funded In Future Years.’ “Some Republicans think Perry
may have hurt himself among Florida’s retirees with his sharp criticisms of Social Security. Others, however, note that Rubio
has included Social Security among programs that were ‘crafted without any thought as to how they will be funded in future
years.’ ‘Because it weakened our people and didn’t take (into) account the simple math of not being able to spend more money
than you have, it was destined to fail’ and must be revised, Rubio said last month.” [Associated Press, 9/11/11]
During The 2010 Campaign, Rubio Advocated Raising The Retirement Age For Collecting Social Security. “One
Republican politician who has broached the subject without political consequences is Florida’s newest senator, Marco Rubio,
who during his 2010 campaign advocated raising the age at which retirees would begin collecting Social Security. But the
conservative rising star approached the topic far more delicately than Perry. ‘Marco Rubio successfully dispelled the myth that
this is not a topic you can talk about it an election,” said Republican consultant Albert Martinez, who worked on the Rubio
campaign. ‘He offered a road map talk for how to talk about it in a common sense way.’” [National Journal, 9/8/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio Was Wrong To Say That Entitlement Programs Has “Weakened Us As A People.” Merton Bernstein
writes that, “Senator Marco condemns entitlement programs that help meet the hazards to income and health we all face,
claiming that “these programs weakened us as a people.” We strayed, he says, from a former better time when “ If someone
was sick in your family [or]a neighbor met misfortune, you took care of them. You saved for your retirement ...because you
had to...” But, he notes regretfully, “ it [became] no longer necessary to worry about savings for security because that was
government’s job.” Senator Rubio, caring for a family member takes more than tender loving care. A premature infant needs
more than affectionate swaddling. Cancer requires more than hot or cold compresses lovingly administered. Saving for
retirement, illness or disablement takes more than a New Year’s resolution. Social Security and Medicare are not
“government” doing that “for” us; they are Americans using the political process as Lincoln envisaged to meet common
unmet needs. Such prudent measures do not sap our character. They make the private enterprise system work better. After the
widespread failure of private retirement plans and the shriveling of private savings plans, Social Security has become more vital
than ever to American families, not just seniors.” [Merton Bernstein Political Machine Blog Newsmax, 9/6/11]

Op-Ed: Rubio Was Wrong In Regards To Social Security’s Solvency. Dean Baker of the Center of Economic and Policy
Research stated that many of Rubio’s assumptions about Social Security speech at the Reagan Library were “incorrect, but,
fortunately, there is little cause for concern. For instance, he mentioned that his mother has paid into the Social Security
system, and it would be difficult to tell her she was being kicked off the program. However, he then said of his generation
“that if we want there to be a Social Security and a Medicare when we retire, and if we want America as we know it to continue
when we retire, then we must accept and begin to make changes to those programs now, for us. Protecting benefits of people
currently receiving benefits from these programs is commendable. However, the assertion that Social Security will not be there
by the time Rubio is eligible is simply wrong. Congressional Budget Office projections show that the program will be able to
pay full benefits through the year 2038. If the projections prove accurate, and Congress never makes any changes to the
program, then Social Security is projected to be able to pay slightly more than 80 percent of scheduled benefits in subsequent
years. This means that Rubio would be able to anticipate a benefit of $40,645 in 2038 and at least $32,516 in subsequent years
(both in today’s dollars). The senator also implied that the ratio of workers to beneficiaries has drastically shifted from a 16-to1 ratio when the program began to a 2-to-1 ratio in the near future. In actuality, 50 years ago there were just five workers for
every retiree.” [Dean Baker Tampa Tribune, 8/29/11]
Red State Contributor Took Aim At Rubio For Defending Entitlements. “During the podcast, Sen. Rubio said that the
reason why we need to enact these urgent spending reforms, and to defeat Obamacare, was so that we can save the
entitlement programs like Medicare, Social Security, and Medicaid. ‘We want to save Medicare and Social Security,’ said Rubio.
‘We don’t want to get rid of them. We want to save these programs.’ Is this really the state of the art for conservative thought
in America today? That we are engaged in a fight for the future of the country… so that we can preserve entitlement
programs? Sen. Rubio, I’m sorry but I do want to get rid of those programs. I’m willing to entertain the notion that in the
short-term, we have to reform the entitlements simply to avoid bankruptcy, and that politically, eliminating Medicare, Social
Security, and Medicaid is a non-starter. And half a loaf is better than none at all.” Column Red State Blog, 8/16/11]
Rubio Stated that Obama Was ‘Irresponsible” When He Claimed That Social Security Checks Were Not
Guaranteed If The U.S. Defaults. “A group of House and Senate Republicans, including Rep. Steve Southerland of Panama
City and Sen. Marco Rubio of West Miami, unveiled legislation Tuesday that calls for paying interest on the debt, Social
Security and active-duty military salaries first…’The president’s recent claims that there are now no guarantees for Social
Security recipients or for armed services members beyond Aug. 2 are both irresponsible and completely avoidable.’ Rubio
said.” [Florida Today, 7/27/11]
Rubio Criticized Obama Over Debt Ceiling Negotiations, “Well, If They Don’t Get Their Social Security Checks,
It’s Because The President’s Decided To Do That, Because We Still Have Revenue Coming In.” “While
conservatives across the nation took note of Marco Rubio as a rising star during the 2010 election cycle, he kept a low profile
during the first half of 2010. Already the subject of talk about a possible future presidential campaign -- and a leading
possibility for the vice presidential spot on the 2012 Republican ticket -- the new U.S. senator from Florida fired away at
Obama. Appearing on the Hugh Hewitt radio show Tuesday, Rubio took off the gloves and ripped into Obama over federal
budget negotiations. Asked by Hewitt if seniors in Florida would be impacted by not getting Social Security checks, Rubio
insisted, if that happens, it will be Obama’s fault. ‘Well, if they don’t get their Social Security checks, it’s because the
president’s decided to do that, because we still have revenue coming in,’ said Rubio.” [Sunshine State News, 7/14/11]


Rubio Said Social Security Was Paid For By Borrowed Money. “‘Here’s the other thing I would say: If, in fact, the
president holds up their checks for Social Security and Medicare, and whatever else he wants to hold up to make his point,
isn’t he admitting that all these programs are funded by deficit spending? Isn’t he admitting that all these programs are
dependent upon borrowed money?’ And I think the folks who are on Social Security, people like my mom, would be
shocked to learn the truth that the money they’re receiving in Social Security isn’t the money they worked hard for all
these years to put away, the government was going to give back to them in their retirement.’”[Sunshine State News,
7/14/11]

Rubio Said That He Would Rather Lose His Seat Than His Country If It Meant That He Would Support Social
Security Reform. “At a recent meeting attended by NAW (National Association of Wholesaler Distributors) folks in
Washington, DC, newly elected Florida Senator Marco Rubio said that he was asked by a constituent how he could possibly
support Social Security reform given the number of retirees in Florida, and that if he votes for reform he could lose his seat.
Senator Rubio’s response: ‘d rather lose my seat than my country.” [States News Service, 4/29/11]

Rubio Considered Raising The Retiring Age For Social Security And “Means-Testing” The Program. “To reverse the
programs’ increasing cost, Rubio has considered delaying the age at which recipients can receive benefits or ‘means-testing’
Social Security, with wealthy beneficiaries receiving less. (But he opposes increasing Social Security taxes on the rich). He’s less
specific about Medicare - and rarely mentions the defense budget - but said he’s open to ideas. ‘This is not about winning your
next campaign. This about solving these problems. And if we don’t solve these problems, we are all going to pay a terrible
price here, and sooner rather than later,’ he said. Rather than find common ground with Democrats, Rubio said his plan for
getting his wish list fulfilled hinged on building a national movement that could put grass-roots pressure on Congress although aides later clarified that Rubio had no plans for a formal campaign. ‘My plan involves doing things outside this
building,” he said, speaking from a basement office in the Capitol campus. ‘We have to start creating pressure on people.’”
[Sun-Sentinel, 4/11/11]
Rubio Was Adamant In His Support For A Balanced Budget Amendment, Incorporating Tax Reform, Cuts To
Discretionary Spending, And Entitlement Reform. “Freshman Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., told “Fox News Sunday” the
Obama administration wasn’t responding to the spiraling national debt and Republicans are adamant about incorporating tax
reform, cuts to discretionary spending, a balanced budget amendment and entitlement reform. Rubio said the political
wrangling that could shut down government late Friday was based on short-term patches, such as extending the country’s debt
limit. ‘If all we do is go in there in three, four weeks or in a couple of months and extend the debt limit again and do nothing
else, the world’s going to look at us and say America and its political leadership is not serious about dealing with this incredible
issue and the fact that their government continues to spend money it doesn’t have.’” [UPI, 4/3/11]
Rubio Promised That He Would Not Vote To Raise The Debt Ceiling Unless The Obama Administration Was
Serious About Restraining Spending And Revising Entitlement Programs. “Rubio, a rising Republican, stressed that any
change to Social Security should not impact current retirees or Americans 55 and older. He called for unspecified gradual
reforms spread over decades to preserve Social Security and Medicare for younger generations. In Rubio’s campaign, he said
he would not vote to raise the debt ceiling next month unless Congress and the Obama administration show they are serious
about restraining spending and revising “entitlement programs” such as Social Security and Medicare.” [Orlando Sentinel,
3/31/11]
In A Wall Street Journal Op-Ed, Rubio Called For Spending Cuts, Balance Budget Amendment, And Entitlement
Reform. In The Wall Street Journal, Rubio writes: “will vote to defeat an increase in the debt limit unless it is the last one we
ever authorize and is accompanied by a plan for fundamental tax reform, an overhaul of our regulatory structure, a cut to
discretionary spending, a balanced-budget amendment, and reforms to save Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid. No
changes should be made to Medicare and Social Security for people who are currently in the system, like my mother. But
people decades away from retirement, like me, must accept that reforms are necessary if we want Social Security and Medicare
to exist at all by the time we are eligible for them. Finally, instead of simply raising the debt limit, we should reassure job
creators by setting a firm statutory cap on our public debt-to-GDP ratio. A comprehensive plan would wind down our debt to
sustainable levels of approximately 60% within a decade and no more than half of the economy shortly thereafter. If Congress
fails to meet these debt targets, automatic across-the-board spending reductions should be triggered to close the gap. These
public debt caps could go in tandem with a Constitutional balanced budget amendment. Some say we will go into default if we
don’t increase the debt limit. But if we simply raise it once again, without a real plan to bring spending under control and get
our economy growing, America faces the very real danger of a catastrophic economic crisis.” I know that by writing this, I am
inviting political attack. When I proposed reforms to Social Security during my campaign, my opponent spent millions on
attack ads designed to frighten seniors. But demagoguery is the last refuge of the spineless politician willing to do anything to
win the next election. [Rubio, The Wall Street Journal, 3/30/11]
Rubio Criticized Obama For Not Demonstrating Leadership on Entitlement Reform. “The GOP lamentation is now
Obama’s inaction. As Paul Ryan told ABC News in mid-February in response to the Obama budget, ‘I was actually hoping for
some sincere presidential leadership’ on bringing down the deficit, he is not leading.’ Rising GOP Senate star Marco Rubio of
Florida has lately been taking the next rhetorical step. It’s essential to act now on entitlements, he told a Washington audience,
while reforms can still be put in place without harming those who now depend on the programs or are about to. Rubio also
expressed his doubts about the ability of Congress alone to solve the problems: ‘Entitlement reform requires presidential
leadership.’ Maybe that’s a plea for Obama to get involved in the issue. Maybe it’s also an interesting preview of the line of
attack Republicans want to adopt if he doesn’t: Barack Obama, Do-Nothing President. [The Weekly Standard, 3/14/11]
Rubio Claimed That Obama Was Absent During The Budget Debate; Said That The Economy Has To Grow And
Entitlements Need To Be Addressed For The Debt To Be Reduced. “‘Here’s what’s missing in all of this, and I don’t
mean to be overly partisan,’ Rubio says. ‘The President is absolutely absent from this debate. He is nowhere to be found. He

refuses to engage.’ Obama has said throughout his political career that he was unafraid of making difficult decisions and would
fully address the country’s issues. But, ‘he has completely disengaged from this issue. He assigned Joe Biden to negotiate it for
him, and then sent Joe Biden to Russia,’ Rubio says. Two developments are necessary to ease the government’s $14 trillion
debt burden, he says. First, ‘The economy has to grow, and jobs have to be created.’ That will lead to higher tax revenue,
Rubio says. ‘Jobs are a big solution to a lot of these problems.” But regulation, high taxes and uncertainty about the debt
currently stand in the way of job creation, he says. Second, the government has to address entitlements - Medicare, Medicaid
and Social Security, which account for about 70 percent of the problem, Rubio says. ‘Those programs are going bankrupt.
Doing nothing about them isn’t an option.’” [Newsmax, 3/10/11]
Rubio Voted For A Bill That Would Have Cut Federal Spending For the Rest Of Fiscal 2011 by $61 Billion; Bill
Contained Eliminating Funds For The EPA To Enforce New Water-Pollution Regulations. “Florida’s senators split in
a vote Wednesday on legislation passed by the House that would cut $61 billion in federal spending for the rest of fiscal 2011.
Republican Marco Rubio voted for the bill and Democrat Bill Nelson voted against it. The final tally was 44 votes in favor of
the bill and 56 against. The proposal required 60 votes to pass, under a Senate agreement. It’s uncertain now how the
Republican House and Democratic Senate will resolve their dispute over how much to spend through Sept. 30. A short-term
spending bill expires March 18. Rubio called the spending cuts in the House bill ‘a drop in the bucket’ compared to the
country’s $14 trillion in debt, but a step in the right direction. He supported a provision to eliminate money that would allow
the Environmental Protection Agency to enforce new water-pollution regulations that are contentious in Florida. Rubio said
entitlement spending, which the legislation didn’t address, also must be reduced. ‘While reducing discretionary spending is an
important goal, Washington is devoting a disproportionate amount of time to a tiny slice of the budget while ignoring the fact
that continued inaction on saving Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid is bankrupting our country,’ Rubio said.”
[Tallahassee Democrat, 3/10/11]
Rubio Said That As Currently Structured Medicare and Social Security Are “Unsustainable.” “‘Florida’s biggest
Republican star, U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, returned to the state Capitol Wednesday to give a pep talk to the House Republican
caucus and warn that the American dream is in danger of drowning in debt. ‘The math is straightforward. The federal
government this year, in order to operate, will have to borrow one-and-a-half trillion dollars -- trillion dollars,’ Rubio said.
‘Medicare and Social Security as they currently are structured, is unsustainable,’ he said to applause. ‘They will bankrupt
themselves and ultimately bankrupt our country.’ But despite his calls for bipartisan solutions, Rubio gave no specifics and
offered standard party-line fare to reduce spending and not raise taxes. ‘Apart from all the ideological rhetoric,’ he said, “an
increase in taxes will destroy the ability of our economy to grow, which will mean less revenue to government. It’s a vicious
cycle. They’re starting to doubt about our ability to pay our debt back.’” [The Bradenton Herald, 2/24/11]
Rubio On Social Security, “It Pays Out More Than It Takes In.” At The Panama City Beach Chamber Of Commerce,
Rubio said “there is a need to make changes to entitlement programs. He spoke about being in favor of not rolling back
benefits from those already receiving them, such as individuals like Rubio’s 80-year-old mother. Instead, he called for making
changes now to alter how people Rubio’s age might receive benefits. ‘People my age might not be able to access Medicare the
same way our parents did,’ the 39-yearold Rubio said. ‘I have to assume that Social Security will look different when I retire,
otherwise Social Security won’t exist. It pays out more money than it takes in.’” [The News Heral, 2/24/07]
Rubio Stated That The Solution To The Nation’s Debt Problem Was To Look At Entitlement Spending. “Rubio said
the solution must address entitlement programs such as Social Security, and that President Barack Obama should offer
initiatives on changing the program. ‘You can cut all the discretionary spending, the defense budget ... I’m here to tell you that
even that is not enough,’ he said.” [Tampa Tribune, 2/13/11]
During The 2010 Campaign, Crist Criticized Rubio Over Social Security And Improper Use Of A Republican Party
Of Florida Credit Card. “For that bit of originality, Crist has accused him of dangerously endangering the entitlement
program. Though such criticisms smack of fear-mongering, Rubio has spoken in favor of at least partially privatizing Social
Security. The Miami Herald reported that back in January while in Tallahassee, Rubio said he supported ‘giving people the
option of taking some of their Social Security money, at least a portion thereof, and investing it in an alternative to the Social
Security system itself.’ Another charge is that Rubio has been disingenuous about his use of a Republican Party of Florida
credit card. In February, the Herald reported that records showed Rubio sent payments to American Express totaling $16,000
for his personal expenses during his tenure as House speaker. Yet remarkably, Rubio denies that the party has ever paid for
personal expenses. And that $16,000 in charges does not include use of an RPOF Amex card before November of 2006 (he
had use of a card in 2004 and 2005).” [Creative Loafing, October 28- November 3, 2010]

Rubio Objected To Crist’s Assertion That He Wanted To Privatize Social Security. “Crist, who is running as an
independent, said Rubio wanted to privatize the 75-year-old program and turn it over to ‘the Wall Street boys to gamble with.’
‘I think that’s wrong,’ Crist added. Rubio has objected to Crist’s characterization that he wants to privatize Social Security.
Rubio has said he believes in keeping the program intact for current recipients.” [Oscala Star-Banner, 10/28/10]
In The Final Week Of The 2010 Campaign Crist Characterized Rubio As A Phony Who Was Against Seniors And
That He Has Raised Money From Wall Street Because He Wants To Privatize Social Security. “People ‘are tired of
the games and the name-calling and the politics of personal destruction,’ Gov. Charlie Crist declared in April while announcing
he would run as a nonpartisan candidate for U.S. Senate. It fit perfectly with Crist’s image - the happy warrior, the
painstakingly polite everyman, the fellow that Jeb Bush once described as ‘about the nicest guy I’ve ever met in politics.’
Except Crist’s speech on St. Petersburg’s waterfront came just after he spent more than $1 million in TV ads casting
Republican rival Marco Rubio as a phony, big-spender who shouldn’t be trusted. And it preceded millions more in TV
spending trashing Rubio as a right-wing extremist who wants to ‘balance the budget on the backs of seniors.’ Not to mention
the ads calling out Rubio and Democrat Kendrick Meek for scandal and corruption. Nor did he make apologies for suggesting
Rubio still wants to privatize Social Security, despite Rubio’s categorical denials. ‘He’s raised a ton of dough from Wall Street
and I think there’s got to be a reason. The privatization issue may be part of that,’ said Crist, noting that Rubio has also said
everything should be on the table for Social Security.” [St. Petersburg Times, 10/28/10]
Orlando Sentinel Editorial: Rubio Said He Supported Giving $250 To Every Social Security Recipient In 2010 If It
Could Be Paid For By Savings Elsewhere; Rubio Supported A Gradual Raise For The Retirement Age For Younger
Workers. “In this year’s rough and tumble battle for U.S. Senate in Florida, unanimity on issues has been rare among the three
major candidates. But recently each gave a thumbs-up to a proposal to dole out $250 checks to every Social Security recipient - an election-year bonus that would cost at least $12 billion. Even Republican Marco Rubio, who has made reducing federal
spending the core of his campaign, said he backs the idea as long as it can be paid from savings in other areas. Give Mr. Rubio
partial credit for his response. At least he’s thinking about its impact on the budget. Democrats have been attacking
Republicans like Mr. Rubio for daring to suggest ways to revamp Social Security, such as gradually raising the retirement age
for younger workers, so that the program will stay solvent as its ratio of payroll-taxpaying workers to retirees drawing benefits
drops. Rather than face the problem, many Democrats have signed pledges not to touch Social Security. Hardly a courageous
move.” [Orlando Sentinel Editorial, 10/27/10]
Rubio Was Open To Raising The Retirement Age For Younger Workers But Wanted To Preserve The Current
Social Security System For Those 55 And Older. “Rubio favors preserving the current system for those 55 and older, but is
open to gradually raising the retirement age for younger workers.” [Palm Beach Post, 10/27/10]
Rubio Said That The Retiring Age For Social Security Should Be Higher For Younger Works And That The
Formula Should Be Change To Ensure The Program’s Solvency; Supported Repealing The Affordable Care Act.
“Rubio supports repealing the health care law. He also has suggested raising the retirement age and changing the formula by
which benefits are calculated to keep Social Security solvent, but he has said those changes should not apply to anyone in the
program or nearing retirement.” [The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 10/19/10]
Rubio Supported Raising The Retirement Age For Younger Workers. “Rubio has, in fact, suggested raising the
retirement age to ease the burden on the pension fund but said reforms should affect only younger workers.” [The Miami
Herald, 10/6/11]
PolitiFact: Crist’s Claim That Rubio “Wants To Raise The Social Security Retirement Age, And Cut Benefits” Was
Rated As “Half True.” Rubio: ‘I think if you’re 55 years of age or older or close enough to retirement ... I think this is off the
table,’ Rubio said in the Fox interview. In the Wall Street Journal interview, he said any retirement age changes wouldn’t affect
people within 10 years of retirement. Younger workers like myself, people 39 years of age like I am -- we’re going to have to
accept that there’s going to be some changes to Social Security,’ Rubio said. ‘And perhaps they’re going to have to change the
way the benefit is indexed. Perhaps we’re going to have to continue to allow the retirement age to fluctuate, as it has been
doing since the early 1980s’ ‘But again, that’s for younger workers like myself who have 20 or 30 years to prepare for this.
People that are on the system now, or let’s say 10 years from retirement or 12 years from retirement, these folks can’t all of a
sudden make a change to adjust for it. So I think we have to start talking honestly about the long-term challenges facing a very
important program, Social Security, because we want to save it. It’s important. We want to preserve it.’ That full quote
probably best explains Rubio’s position, in his own words. He supports what amounts to benefit cuts and raising the
retirement age, in order to keep Social Security solvent, but not for current retirees or folks nearing retirement. His point is
that without changes, Social Security won’t be able to meet its obligations. Crist’s ad, “Protect” is correct in pointing out that

Rubio supports proposals to keep Social Security solvent past 2037 by raising the retirement age and potentially reducing
benefits. The ad certainly doesn’t convey that half of the story. So, we think it’s appropriate to rate this claim Half True.”
[PolitiFact St. Petersburg Times, 10/6/10]
Rubio Changed His Position On Social Security Privatization. “Rubio, who says Social Security is in danger of collapse
unless changes are made, told a group of newspaper reporters and editors in Tallahassee in late January that he favored giving
younger workers the option of investing some of their payroll taxes ‘in an alternative to the Social Security system,’ according
to a transcript from the St. Petersburg Times. But Rubio told The Wall Street Journal in March that the idea of privatization
‘has come and gone.’ Rubio repeated that position March 28 when he and Crist, at the time rivals for the GOP nomination,
appeared in a Fox News debate. In that debate, Rubio said Congress should consider eventually raising the retirement age for
people who are now younger than 55. Crist’s campaign also pointed to a May 25 Associated Press article that said Rubio
supported a privatization proposal by U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis. But Rubio spokesman Alex Burgos said Monday that Rubio
was commending Ryan’s overall ‘Roadmap for America’s Future’ and not endorsing every element of it. Rubio was in Palm
Beach County on Monday to speak to about 60 supporters in a packed room at Duffy’s Sports Grill. He spoke briefly
afterward about his changing view of privatization. ‘The problem with that, after I studied it, was that it takes payers out of the
system,’ he said. ‘It doesn’t work, because it actually makes it in the short term harder to balance it. But I’ve been saying that
since March. I said that at the Fox News debate.’” [Palm Beach Post, 9/28/10]
Rubio Supported Raising The Social Security Retirement Age For Younger Workers, System Wouldn’t Change
Those “55 Or Older, Possibly People As Young As 50”; Benefits Would Change As Well. “Rubio is following
mainstream Republican orthodoxy and tea party thinking by flatly ruling out any higher taxes to help Social Security. He said
anyone who’s to retire in the foreseeable future ‘55 or older, possibly people as young as 50’ shouldn’t be affected by any
change. But, he said, younger people like him ‘he’s 39’ might have to wait longer to collect full benefits. He said that doesn’t
count as raising the retirement age, because people could retire younger with a smaller benefit check. And instead of talking
about raising the age for full benefits, he said it would fluctuate. He also said benefit increases could be pegged to a different
index besides the one that’s currently used. Translation: benefits would be less than under the current system.” [Sun Sentinel,
9/27/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Said He Supported Partial Privatization Of Social Security In January 2010 Then Reversed His
Position. “In a nationally televised appearance on Face The Nation yesterday, Marco Rubio flatly said he was against
privatizing accounts. He’s held that position for months. But Rubio once was for partial privatization. In an interview with
reporters in Tallahassee on Jan. 27, 2010, he talked how the retirement age will have to be confronted (same thing he says
now) then added: The other is giving people the option of taking some of their Social Security money, at least a portion
thereof, and investing it in an alternative to the Social Security system itself. Again, something that should be available for
younger Americans ‘people, for example, of my generation who need to understand that Social Security, especially as we know
it, will not exist for them if we stay on the current trajectory.’ Q: Would people put their SS money into stock market and
proceed to lose it in a downturn? ‘Potentially, but it’s their money. And the second thing I would say to you is, the money
they’re putting into Social Security may end up in the same place. It may not be in there for them at all in 20 years if we stay on
the trajectory were on. I don’t think Social Security 30 years from now is any safer bet than the stock market. In fact the
budgeters tell us that Social Security is not sustainable on the path that it’s on, particularly for younger Americans.’” [Joy Reid
Reidblog, 9/27/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Was One Of The Top Recipients Of Wall Street Money During The 2010 Election. “Rubio is one of
the top recipients of Wall Street cash this election cycle. Per OpenSecrets: By June, only two of the top 10 recipients of
finance, insurance and real estate-related political cash were Democrats: Sens. Charles Schumer ($237,700) and Kirsten
Gillibrand ($259,471), both of whom count Wall Street as a constituent. Among the Republicans within Junes top 10 list:
Senate candidates Carly Fiorina of California, Marco Rubio of Florida, Rob Portman of Ohio and Pat Toomey of
Pennsylvania.” [Joy Reid Reidblog, 9/27/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Signed Laura Ingraham’s Ten for Ten Pledge Which “Labeled Social Security As “Generational
Theft.” “With a hat tip to resident flip-flop historian Eric Jotkoff (one of the non-sliders in Florida Democrat-land) here’s
another helpful Marco Rubio, yes he does support privatizing Social Security flashback. Last September, Rubio signed onto
right wing radio host Laura Ingraham’s Ten for 10³ candidate pledge to support 10 conservative ideas in the 2010 election
cycle, which labeled Social Security as generational theft. Here’s plank #8 in the pledge: Idea 8: ‘End generational theft. I am
running for U.S. Senate to ensure America continues the now-threatened tradition of passing down a stronger, more
prosperous America to future generations of Americans. As few believe America’s entitlement programs will be able to pay

benefits to future generations, I support providing younger workers the choice of diverting Social Security payroll taxes into
personal retirement accounts. Seniors and near-retirees would not be affected.’” [Joe Reid Reidblog, 9/26/10]
Rubio Supported A Partial Privatization Of Social Security And Raising The Retirement Age For People 55 And
Under; Supported The Ryan Plan. “Marco Rubio wants Americans to work longer and retire later to places like Florida, a
stand that has drawn criticism from his Senate rivals and unnerves some in the Sunshine State where one out of every seven
residents gets a Social Security check. As the nation grapples with the fast-growing insolvency of entitlement programs, likely
Republican nominee Rubio has proposed raising the retirement age and cutting benefits to younger workers. Rubio wants to
raise the full-retirement age, which now ranges from 65 to 67 depending on a person’s birth year, until it reaches 70 in the next
century. He would exempt people currently over 55. He also favors allowing workers to invest part of their payroll taxes on
their own. That plan is similar to one that was advanced by former President George W. Bush six years ago and proved so
controversial that Republicans then in control never brought it to a vote in either House of Congress. Rubio supports a
proposal by Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., that would also allow workers to invest a portion of their Social Security payments into a
personal retirement account and it would restructure how cost of living adjustments are calculated. Wealthier recipients would
not get as big an increase.” [The Associated Press, 5/25/10]
Rubio Backed The Ryan Plan And Supported Raising The Retirement Age Of People Younger Than 55. “Rubio said
during the March 28 Fox News Sunday debate that he favored raising the age only for people younger than55, meaning
current beneficiaries would not be affected. He agrees with a sweeping entitlement reform plan advanced by U.S. Rep. Paul
Ryan, R-Wis., that would raise the age for full benefits to 70 by 2098, with the gradual climb beginning in 2018. The plan,
which has gained notice beyond Washington, also includes changing an indexing formula under which benefits are adjusted. In
the debate, Rubio said he’s open to rejiggering the cost of living adjustment. Asked what he would do, Crist told debate
moderator Chris Wallace that raising the age ‘really flies in the face of an awful lot of my fellow Floridians’ and said he would
root out waste and fraud instead. ‘Crist’s answer was just a parody of the nonserious politician,’ Biggs said. Other experts agree
waste and fraud, while it exists, is not part of the overall problem facing Social Security.” [St. Petersburg Times, 4/7/10]

Ryan Budget
Rubio Op-Ed: The Ryan Plan Saved Medicare. Rubio wrote, “Saving Medicare should be guided by three key principles.
First, it cannot consist of any changes to current retirees like my mother who can’t find new jobs to pay for their care, or to
those around the age of 55 and older approaching retirement. Second, it must actually save Medicare, not simply postpone the
date and time when it will go broke. And third, it cannot harm economic growth by raising taxes that will hurt job creation and
increase our debt problem. This week, U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., proposed a plan to save Medicare that meets these
principles. It’s based on a bipartisan proposal with Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., that will strengthen Medicare, while making no
changes for those currently 55 years or older. This plan saves Medicare by giving future retirees, younger workers like me, a
choice. Under this plan, when we retire we can either choose to stay in traditional Medicare, or we can choose an alternative
that provides us the ability to choose a health plan that best suits our needs — just like members of Congress can.” [Marco
Rubio, Sun-Sentinel, 3/23/12]
Op-Ed Rubio’s Proposal Of Allowing States To Reject Federal Funds and Earmark Them As For Deficit Reduction
Made Sense; Rubio Supported Ryan Plan. Kingsley Guy of the Sun-Sentinel supported Rubio’s REFUND Act, “Currently,
if a state turns down federal funding, the money is reallocated to other states. The Florida bullet train allotment now will be
spent elsewhere, including California, whose own bullet-train project is turning into a massive black hole that will hasten the
Golden State’s bankruptcy. With a national debt of $14.3 trillion, yearly deficits in excess of $1.6 trillion, and threats by
Standard & Poors to downgrade the nation’s credit rating, this funding transfer amounts to fiscal insanity. Under the RubioRehberg legislation, federal money rejected by states would be returned to the U.S. Treasury and earmarked for reduction of
the federal deficit. Self-styled ‘progressives,’ who never met a bullet train, a hare-brained ‘green’ initiative, or a welfare program
they didn’t like, will howl. But many independents, and even some fiscally sensible Democrats, will view the Rubio-Rehberg
bill as a logical way to help reduce the hemorrhaging in the federal budget. Passage certainly wouldn’t solve the budget crisis,
but it would represent a small step in the right direction. Rubio also has demonstrated a willingness to stand up to Democrats
on Social Security and Medicare, and call for reform. He’s even expressed support for Paul Ryan’s controversial Medicare
voucher plan, which would apply to people younger than 55 years old.” [Kinsley Guy Sun-Sentinel, 6/19/11]
Rubio Voted To Support The Ryan Plan. Adam Smith highlighted how the Ryan plan divided Republicans. “To further
exploit the issue, Senate Democrats staged a May 25 vote on the Ryan plan knowing it would fail. Most Republicans voted

with their House counterparts, including Florida Sen. Marco Rubio. A handful of moderate Republicans voted no, however,
underlining the risk.” [St. Petersburg Times, 6/5/11]
On The Senate Floor, Rubio Said That He Supported The Paul Ryan Plan And That His Parents Immigrated To
The United States In The “Late 1950s.” Rubio: “Mr. President, for me, Medicare is not a political talking point. My parents
immigrated to the United States in the late 1950s. They worked hard for over 40 years to provide their children the chance to
do all the things they themselves could not. But they never made much money. As a result, they retired with precious little in
savings. Medicare was and is the only way they could access health care. When my father got sick, Medicare paid for his
numerous hospital stays. And as he reached the end of life, Medicare allowed him to die with dignity by paying for his hospice
care. Like most 80-year-olds my mother has several age-related ailments. Without the access to quality health care that
Medicare pays for, I cannot imagine what life would be like for her. America needs Medicare. We need it to continue without
any benefit reductions for those like my mother currently in the system. And we need it to survive for my generation and my
children’s generation. But Medicare is going bankrupt. Anyone who says it is not is simply lying. And anyone who is in favor
of doing nothing to deal with this fact is in favor of bankrupting it. Medicare will go broke in as little as 9 years. No one likes
this news, but it is the undeniable truth. And the sooner we begin to deal with it, the better off we are all going to be… I will
support any serious plan that accomplishes these three things. It does not matter to me if it comes from a Democrat or a
Republican. Saving Medicare is more important than partisan politics. House Budget Committee Chairman PAUL RYAN has
offered a plan. I support H. Con. Res. 34 because, right now, it is the only plan out there that helps save Medicare.” [Marco
Rubio CR Article 92, 5/25/11]
Rubio Defended Vote To Support The Ryan Plan, Said Medicare “Was Broke.” “Facing a backlash from senior-citizen
advocates, Florida Senator Marco Rubio defended his vote on Wednesday for a budget plan that would transform Medicare
into a voucher-like system and increase out-of-pocket costs for future retirees. Rubio and fellow Republicans noted that the
plan would not cut benefits for current retirees and those now 55 or older. ‘But Medicare is going bankrupt’ he said on
Thursday. ‘Anyone who says it is not is simply lying. And anyone who is in favor of doing nothing to deal with this fact is in
favor of bankrupting it.’ [Sun-Sentinel, 5/26/11]
Rubio Wrote In The Miami Herald That Medicare Was “Going Bankrupt.” In The Miami Herald Rubio wrote: “America
needs Medicare. We need it to continue without any benefit reductions for those like my mother currently in the system. And
we need it to survive for my generation and my children’s generation. But Medicare is going bankrupt. Anyone who says it is
not is simply lying. And anyone who is in favor of doing nothing to deal with this fact is in favor of bankrupting it. Medicare
will go broke in as little as nine years. No one likes this news, but it is the undeniable truth. And the sooner we begin to deal
with it, the better off we are all going to be. My goals are simple. First, I will not support any plan that changes Medicare for
people like my mother who are currently on the plan. We cannot ask seniors to go out and get a job to pay for their healthcare.
Second, any solution must solve the problem. We need to save Medicare, not simply delay its bankruptcy. And third, any
solution cannot hurt economic growth. At a time of high unemployment, Americans cannot afford to pay more taxes.” [Marco
Rubio The Miami Herald, 5/25/11]
Rubio Voted For Paul Ryan Plan To Overhaul Medicare. On May 25, 2011, Rubio voted for the motion to proceed to
House Concurrent Resolution 34, the House GOP-passed budget for fiscal year 2012 authored by Paul Ryan (R-WI). The
GOP budget included proposals to convert the federal share of Medicaid to a block grant to states. It also called for
converting Medicare for persons currently younger than 55 into a “premium support system” through which the government
would pay private insurance companies directly for each enrollee. The Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel reported that “The Ryan
budget plan would cut federal spending on Medicaid, which provides health care for the poor, and begin distributing money
by block grant to states. The plan would do away with Medicare’s direct payment for health care for seniors, replacing it with a
voucher system in which recipients choose private insurers. The Congressional Budget Office found that part of the plan,
which would take effect in 2022, could nearly double out-of-pocket costs for seniors.” In an April 7th, 2011 editorial, the
Newark Star-Ledger warned that Paul Ryan’s plan would “end Medicare as we know it.” Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid
(D-NV) scheduled the vote, knowing it would be defeated, to force Republicans to embrace or abandon the contentious
House plan. [Roll Call 77, S 34, 05/25/2011; Congressional Quarterly Today, Senate GOP Stands Behind Budget, 5/25/11;
Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel, 4/16/11; NJ.com, Editorial, 4/7/11]
Rubio Supported To Revamp Medicare, Supported The Ryan Plan. “Florida Senator Marco Rubio on Tuesday said he
favored a proposed restructuring of Medicare to try to save the program and rein in government spending. The Medicare
revamp proposed by House Budget Chairman Paul Ryan has been set aside during high-level negotiations between the Obama
administration and congressional leaders. Many Republicans got an earful from constituents on this subject during a recent
congressional break. The Ryan budget plan, passed by the House last month, would not affect those now 55 and older but

would increase out-of-pocket costs for the typical Medicare patient of the future by more than $6,000 a year. Rubio said he still
supports the Ryan plan. He said the message from constituents was that they wanted to ‘save Medicare.’” [Sun-Sentinel,
5/10/11]
Rubio Believed That Democrats Failed To Lead During The Debt Ceiling Debate And Supported The Ryan
Budget, Although Did Not Say Directly He Would Vote For It. On Meet The Press, Rubio said: “‘What I’m saying and
what I think others are beginning to say, including many in the Democrat Party is that now, as part of this debt-limit debate,
let’s just not talk about the debt limit. Let’s talk about how we’re going to put this country on a fiscal path that is sustainable,’
Rubio said. But he did not offer his own plan and would not say directly whether he would vote for Ryan’s plan. ‘As far as the
Ryan plan is concerned, I will support any plan that saves Medicare, doesn’t impact current seniors, and doesn’t hurt economic
growth. The Ryan plan does that,’ he said ‘Here’s my challenge today,’ he added. ‘Anybody out there that thinks there’s a
better way to save Medicare should introduce a bill on Monday. Tomorrow, when we get back to work here in Washington,
run up to Capitol Hill and introduce your bill. Don’t just criticize. Propose. Otherwise you’re not serious, you’re up here to
play political games.” [The National Journal, 5/1/11]
Rubio Was Adamant In His Support For A Balanced Budget Amendment, Incorporating Tax Reform, Cuts To
Discretionary Spending, And Entitlement Reform. “Freshman Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., told “Fox News Sunday” the
Obama administration wasn’t responding to the spiraling national debt and Republicans are adamant about incorporating tax
reform, cuts to discretionary spending, a balanced budget amendment and entitlement reform. Rubio said the political
wrangling that could shut down government late Friday was based on short-term patches, such as extending the country’s debt
limit. ‘If all we do is go in there in three, four weeks or in a couple of months and extend the debt limit again and do nothing
else, the world’s going to look at us and say America and its political leadership is not serious about dealing with this incredible
issue and the fact that their government continues to spend money it doesn’t have.’” [UPI, 4/3/11]
In A Wall Street Journal Op-Ed, Rubio Called For Spending Cuts, Balance Budget Amendment, And Entitlement
Reform. In The Wall Street Journal, Rubio writes: “will vote to defeat an increase in the debt limit unless it is the last one we
ever authorize and is accompanied by a plan for fundamental tax reform, an overhaul of our regulatory structure, a cut to
discretionary spending, a balanced-budget amendment, and reforms to save Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid. No
changes should be made to Medicare and Social Security for people who are currently in the system, like my mother. But
people decades away from retirement, like me, must accept that reforms are necessary if we want Social Security and Medicare
to exist at all by the time we are eligible for them. Finally, instead of simply raising the debt limit, we should reassure job
creators by setting a firm statutory cap on our public debt-to-GDP ratio. A comprehensive plan would wind down our debt to
sustainable levels of approximately 60% within a decade and no more than half of the economy shortly thereafter. If Congress
fails to meet these debt targets, automatic across-the-board spending reductions should be triggered to close the gap. These
public debt caps could go in tandem with a Constitutional balanced budget amendment. Some say we will go into default if we
don’t increase the debt limit. But if we simply raise it once again, without a real plan to bring spending under control and get
our economy growing, America faces the very real danger of a catastrophic economic crisis.” I know that by writing this, I am
inviting political attack. When I proposed reforms to Social Security during my campaign, my opponent spent millions on
attack ads designed to frighten seniors. But demagoguery is the last refuge of the spineless politician willing to do anything to
win the next election. [Rubio, The Wall Street Journal, 3/30/11]
Rubio Supported A Partial Privatization Of Social Security And Raising The Retirement Age For People 55 And
Under; Supported The Ryan Plan. “Marco Rubio wants Americans to work longer and retire later to places like Florida, a
stand that has drawn criticism from his Senate rivals and unnerves some in the Sunshine State where one out of every seven
residents gets a Social Security check. As the nation grapples with the fast-growing insolvency of entitlement programs, likely
Republican nominee Rubio has proposed raising the retirement age and cutting benefits to younger workers. Rubio wants to
raise the full-retirement age, which now ranges from 65 to 67 depending on a person’s birth year, until it reaches 70 in the next
century. He would exempt people currently over 55. He also favors allowing workers to invest part of their payroll taxes on
their own. That plan is similar to one that was advanced by former President George W. Bush six years ago and proved so
controversial that Republicans then in control never brought it to a vote in either House of Congress. Rubio supports a
proposal by Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., that would also allow workers to invest a portion of their Social Security payments into a
personal retirement account and it would restructure how cost of living adjustments are calculated. Wealthier recipients would
not get as big an increase.” [The Associated Press, 5/25/10]

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Human Cloning
Rubio Voted to Prohibit Human Cloning. On March 12, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of prohibiting human cloning and
providing civil penalties of not less than $1 million and criminal penalties, including minimum term of imprisonment of 10
years. Specifically, the bill provides that it is unlawful for any person to knowingly: Perform or attempt to perform human
cloning; Participate or assist in an attempt to perform human cloning; or ship or receive for any purpose an embryo produced
by human cloning or any product derived from such embryo. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “Florida’s House
overwhelmingly endorsed a ban on human cloning Tuesday despite warnings that the proposal -- if it becomes law -- could
hinder therapeutic medical research into a variety of diseases, including Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. With a 70-42 vote, the
House sent the Senate a measure (HB 805) making it a second-degree felony to reproduce humans through cloning. […] The
bill filed by Rep. Jim Kallinger, R-Winter Park, imposes a prison term of 10 years and fines of at least $1 million on anyone
convicted of performing or attempting to perform human cloning. Proponents contend the state needs to act now that a
Massachusetts company has announced in November that it cloned the first human embryo. The embryo stopped replicating
after a few cells and died. […] Opponents argued that Kallinger’s measure will prohibit medical research to help those who
suffer from untreatable conditions. ‘Scientists in Florida looking for cures and treatments for conditions like diabetes,
Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, spinal cord paralysis, cystic fibrosis, infertility, and cancer will lose the ability to take advantage of the
latest most promising procedures that may save lives and reduce suffering,’ said House Democratic Leader Lois Frankel of
West Palm Beach.” [Orlando Sentinel, 3/13/02; HB 0805 - Related to Human Cloning Prohibition; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 1/28/02]

SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Sports Franchises
Rubio Voted to Double Subsidies for Professional Sports Franchises. On April 30, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that
would, “double an existing subsidy for professional sports stadiums in Florida to $4 million a year each,” according to the
Palm Beach Post. [CS/HB 1079 – Professional Sports Franchise Facilities; Palm Beach Post, 5/1/07]
Rubio Voted for Changing Professional Sport Franchise Regulations to Benefit the Marlins. On April 26, 2007, Rubio
voted to change the number of certified professional sports franchise facilities in Florida from 8 to 9 with the 9th having to be
a Major League Baseball franchise operating in the state from 1993 on. The Florida Marlins are the only team that would now
qualify for certification. With certification comes $2 million per year, for no more than 30 years, distributed to each certified
facility to be spent on public purposes. Qualified public purposes include facility construction or debt servicing costs. [CS/HB
323 – Professional Sports Franchises; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/20/07]
Rubio Voted for Allowing the Florida Marlins to Retain Sales Taxes Generated from Football Facilities. On May 3,
2001, Rubio voted for a bill that would allow public or private colleges to retain sales tax revenue generated by the facility. To
qualify the facility must be in a municipality that has declared a state of financial emergency. According to the Associated Press
State & Local Wire, “Lawmakers have so far said no to helping the Marlins with a new stadium, but the state House came to
the aid of the Orange Bowl on Thursday. A bill (HB 163) to rebate the sales tax on tickets and concessions sold at the
landmark Miami stadium, home of the University of Miami football team, passed the House 81-30. It would still need approval
from the Senate. The estimated $200,000 to $300,000 that wouldn’t be paid to the state in taxes would go to the city of Miami
to make improvements to the stadium.” [Associated Press State & Local Wire, 5/3/01; H163 – Relating to Tax/College
Games/College Facility; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/5/01]

Gambling
Rubio Voted Against Loosening Regulations on Slot Machines. On April 30, 2007, Rubio voted against a bill that would
increase the allowable number of slot machines per facility from 1,500 to 2,000 and increase the hours of operation to 18
hours on weekdays and 24 hours on weekends and holidays. The bill would allow ATMs to be placed in the facility, as long as
they aren’t in the same part as the slot machines. It also would allow machines to offer free spins and credits and to link
machines within the same facility to implement a progressive jackpot system. The Miami Herald reported that “at one time the
idea of allowing more gambling in the state was dismissed by the GOP-controlled Legislature. But the siren call of at least $1
billion raised by allowing parimutuels to offer Class Two slots machines is so promising, it could get a hearing as early as today
in the once anti-gambling House.” [Miami Herald, 4/30/07; CS/HB 1047 – Slot Machine Gaming, as Authorized by Section
23 of Article X of the State; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/25/07]
Rubio Voted to Allow Slot Machines in Broward and Miami-Dad Counties. On December 8, 2005, Rubio voted for the
bill that would allow the operation of slot machines at certain existing pari-mutuel facilities in Broward and Miami-Dade
Counties. The bill authorizes Class III Las Vegas-style slot machines, limits the number of machines that may be operated at a
facility to no more than 1,500 per facility, and imposes a flat tax of 50% on slot machine revenue. According to the Palm
Beach Post, the bill “will allow as many as 1,500 Las Vegas-style slot machines in each of Broward County’s four parimutuel
facilities six months after the law takes effect. [The bill] requires parimutuels to pay an annual $1,000 licensing fee for each
machine and 50 percent tax on revenue from machines.” [Palm Beach Post, 12/9/05; HB 1B – Slot Machine Gaming; Florida
House of Representatives]
Rubio Voted for Slot Machines. On May 2, 2005, Rubio voted for a bill that proposes a framework for the operation of slot
machines at certain existing pari-mutuel facilities in Broward and Miami-Dade Counties. Among its components, the bill
creates a new Division of Slot Machines in the Department of Business and Professional Regulation and a 9-member State
Slot Machine Gaming Board within that Division. According to the Sun-Sentinel, “the House bill already provided more
money to the Broward School Board -- $1,500 per machine for a possible $4.5 million a year windfall. The House Commerce
Council softened the chamber’s vehement opposition to the Class III gaming machines in an effort to equalize the playing

field. Previously, the House bill limited Broward’s pari-mutuels to only electronic bingo machines, or Class II gaming.” [SunSentinel, 4/16/05; HB 1901 – Pari-mutuel Wagering; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/22/05]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Encouraging Greyhound Adoption and Boosting Winnings in Track Card Rooms. On
March 12, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of a bill that would encourage greyhound adoption and expand gambling in track card
rooms. The bill requires that the racing program contain adoption information and identify greyhounds in a race that will
become available for adoption. The permit holder is authorized to hold an additional charity day, designated as ‘Greyhound
Adopt-A-Pet Day,’ and use the profits from the charity day to fund activities promoting greyhound adoptions. The bill
eliminates the $10 pot limit and replaces it with a $2 bet limit with a maximum of three raises per round of betting. The bill
increases the hours of operation by allowing a card room to begin operations two hours before any pari-mutuel event begins
and to continue business until 2:00 a.m. the following day. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “The House passed a bill
Tuesday to encourage adoption of retired racing greyhounds. But the same legislation (CS SB 160) also boosts the potential
winnings in card rooms at the tracks and at jai alai frontons, where players can play poker and other card games for a fee.
Tracks also could run cardrooms more. The bill, sponsored by Rep. Ken Gottlieb, D-Hollywood, passed 86-26. It goes to
Gov. Jeb Bush, who has been openly against expanding gambling.” [Orlando Sentinel, 3/13/02; SB 0160 - Relating to the
Debbie Wasserman Schultz Act of 2002; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 2/13/01]

SUPREME COURT/FEDERAL COURTS
Decisions
Rubio Supported The Supreme Court Decision That Ensured One Can Own A Handgun No Matter Where They
Are In The Country. “The U.S. Supreme Court ruled Monday that no matter where you live in the United States, you have
the right to keep a handgun in your home. The decision didn’t change the rules in Florida, where that right already exists. But
the issue of gun rights is a visceral one, no less in an election year and especially in Florida, which historically has more guns
than residents. Marco Rubio, Republican candidate for U.S. Senate, took the opportunity to applaud the decision. Then he
turned his attention from the court’s headquarters right down the street to Capitol Hill, where Senate Judiciary Committee
hearings began Monday on the nomination of Elena Kagan to the Supreme Court. ‘This case demonstrates why it is so
important that Democrats and Republicans conduct a rigorous and intellectually honest review of President Obama’s newest
Supreme Court nominee,’ said Rubio, who as a senator would vote on Supreme Court nominees. Rubio said Americans must
‘ensure that their constitutional rights are protected by only elevating judges who will interpret laws, not make policy from the
bench.’” [Palm Beach Post, 6/29/10]

Nominations
Rubio Spoke On The Floor Of His Support For The Nomination Of Judge Adalberto Jordon To The 11th Circuit
Court Of Appeals. Rubio on the floor, “e first thing we have to decide is how to pronounce his last name. Everyone knows
whom we are talking about. He has an extraordinary reputation in our community. I have a few things I wish to add. I have a
bias because I also graduated from the University of Miami School of Law, where I have both my law degree and my student
loan, so I am grateful to them for that. He was only 37 years old when he was appointed to the bench. It says a lot that over
the years he has garnered a reputation for being fair but also for his intellect. He is highly regarded for his intellect. One will
find in legal circles particularly in south Florida that Judge Jordan is somebody for whom people have a tremendous amount
of respect, not just for his fairness but for his intellect, his ability to understand complex legal issues. His background is one
that would lead a person to that conclusion. He was the chief of the appellate division in the Office of the U.S. Attorney for
the Southern District, which is extremely busy, one of the busiest districts in the country for the Justice Department. As
Senator Nelson has already pointed out, he spent a year clerking on the U.S. Supreme Court. He also clerked with the
Eleventh Circuit, where he now seeks to return and hopefully will return today as one of its judges. Let me say a couple of
things about the Eleventh Circuit. It has two current vacancies--one in Florida and one in Georgia. It is the busiest per judge
in the entire country. They have caseloads that range in cases from Florida, Georgia, and Alabama. They include death penalty
appeals. It is so overwhelming that they routinely invite judges from other circuits to hear its cases. So it is critically important
that we fill these vacancies, and that is hopefully what we will do today. There are a couple more points I wish to make about
the judge. He continues to be very involved in our community, both through his family and as an individual. He teaches
courses at both the University of Miami School of Law and at the Florida International College of Law, which is a new school
that started operations a few years ago. He is an integral part of my community. I can tell my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle that, being from south Florida, running in the same circles in which he has run in terms of the legal community, he is
highly respected. I think as a nation we are fortunate to have someone such as Judge Jordan, who is willing to bypass the many
comforts of private practice and serve his country in a role such as this. I hope that as a body we will confirm him in an
overwhelming and bipartisan fashion.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 87, 2/13/12]
On The Floor, Senator Leahy Mentioned Rubio For His Support Of Judge Adalberto Jordan. Senator Leahy, “f
caseloads were really a concern of Republican Senators, as they contended when they filibustered the nomination last week of
Caitlin Halligan to the D.C. Circuit, they would not have blocked us from voting to confirm consensus nominees to fill judicial
emergency vacancies. They would have consented to consider the nomination of Judge Adalberto Jordan of Florida which was
reported unanimously on October to fill a judicial emergency vacancy on the Eleventh Circuit. He is a well-respected Federal
judge and his nomination is strongly supported by Florida’s Republican Senator, Mr. Rubio.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 109,
12/17/11]
Rubio Was Absent On A Vote To Confirm Edgardo Ramos To Be The US District Judge For the Southern District
Of New York. “The question is, Will the Senate advise and consent to the nomination of Edgardo Ramos, of Connecticut, to

be United States District Judge for the Southern District of New York?...Mr. KYL. The following Senators are necessarily
absent...the Senator from Florida (Mr. Rubio)…” [Marco Rubio CR Article 139, 12/5/11]
Rubio Was Absent On A Vote To Confirm Stephen Higginson To Be The US Circuit Judge For The Fifth District
Of Louisiana. “The question is, Shall the Senate advise and consent to the nomination of Stephen A. Higginson, of
Louisiana, to be United States Circuit Judge for the Fifth District of Louisiana?... Mr. KYL. The following Senators are
necessarily absent: the Senator from New Hampshire (Ms. Ayotte), the Senator from Missouri (Mr. Blunt), the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. Burr), the Senator from Indiana (Mr. Coats), the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. DeMint), the Senator
from Texas (Mrs. Hutchison), the Senator from Arizona (Mr. McCain), the Senator from Idaho (Mr. Risch), the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. Roberts), and the Senator from Florida (Mr. Rubio).” [Marco Rubio CR Article 118, 10/31/11]
Rubio Was Absent From A Vote On The Confirmation Of Cathy Bisson To Be the US District Judge For The
Western District Of Pennsylvania. “The question is, Will the Senate advise and consent to the nomination of Cathy
Bissoon, of Pennsylvania, to be United States District Judge for the Western District of Pennsylvania? The yeas and nays were
previously ordered…Mr. KYL. The following Senators are necessarily absent: the Senator from Utah (Mr. Hatch), the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. Isakson), the Senator from North Carolina (Mr. Burr), the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. DeMint), the
Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Graham), the Senator from Nevada (Mr. Heller), the Senator from Idaho (Mr. Risch), the
Senator from Florida (Mr. Rubio), and the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. Wicker).” [Marco Rubio CR Article 114, 10/17/11]
Rubio Was Absent On A Vote To Confirm Bernice Bouie Donald To Be The US Circuit Judge For The Sixth
Circuit. “The question is, Will the Senate advise and consent to the nomination of Bernice Bouie Donald, of Tennessee, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit?... Mr. KYL. The following Senator is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Florida (Mr. Rubio).” [Marco Rubio CR Article 119, 9/6/11]
Rubio Was Absent On The Vote To Confirm J. Paul Oetken To Be The US District Judge For The Southern District
Of New York. “Mr. KYL. The following Senators are necessarily absent: the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL), the Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO),
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY), and the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER).” [Marco Rubio Cr Article
111, 7/18/11]
Rubio Explained His Vote Against The Nomination Of Susan Carney To Serve As A Judge On The Second Circuit
Court Of Appeals; Said She Did Not Have The Proper Experience. “Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, on May 17, 2011,
the Senate considered the nomination of Susan Carney to serve as a Judge on the Second Circuit Court of Appeals. I voted
against her nomination and want to explain my vote. I question whether Ms. Carney has the proper experience to serve as an
appellate judge. She has no litigation experience in the last 15 years. She has never tried any cases to verdict, judgment, or final
decision. There is nothing in her background that will provide this body with any information as to how she will view the law
and what she may or may not be inclined to do as an appellate court judge… A review of Ms. Carney’s record lacks any indicia
as to how she would rule or how she would handle her role in this critical position. In my view, the burden of proof falls to
the nominee and despite the support this nomination garnered from my colleagues, I do not believe that Ms. Carney met this
burden. Given the higher scrutiny associated with consideration of nominees to the circuit courts of appeal, this nominee’s
limited record coupled with her history of supporting liberal organizations and because the nominee has the burden of
establishing fidelity to constitutional principles, I voted against this nomination.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 47, 5/18/11]
Rubio Was Thanked For His Work On Judicial Nominations And Was Absent For A Vote. “The two nominations we
consider today demonstrate that there is no reason the Senate cannot consider and confirm the President’s nominations to the
Federal bench in a timely manner. Both nominees show President Obama’s commitment to working with home State Senators
of both parties to identify superbly qualified nominees in districts with vacancies. I thank Senators Nelson, Rubio, Alexander
and Corker for working with President Obama on these nominations and congratulate them along with the nominees and
their families… Mr. KYL. The following Senators are necessarily absent: the Senator from Illinois (Mr. Kirk), the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. Moran), the Senator from Florida (Mr. Rubio), the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. Vitter), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. Hatch), the Senator from Georgia (Mr. Isakson), and the Senator from Nevada (Mr. Ensign).” [Marco Rubio CR
Article 107, 5/2/11; 5/2/11]
PolitiFact: Rubio Opposed The Confirmation Of Sonia Sotomayor To The U.S. Supreme Court. “Marco Rubio -Rubio, meanwhile, is on record opposing the Sotomayor nomination. He wrote an Aug. 5 column published by Politico titled
‘Opposing the philosophy of Sonia Sotomayor isn’t anti-Hispanic.’ Rubio wrote: ‘During the recent Judiciary Committee
hearings, it became clear that I could not in good conscience support Sotomayor’s confirmation and would vote against it if I

were in the Senate today ... As a whole, Sotomayor’s record reflects a view that judges can and should inject personal
experiences and biases into what should be the objective interpretation and application of the law.’” [PolitiFact St. Petersburg
Times, 8/25/10]
Rubio Opposed Elena Kagan’s Confirmation To The Supreme Court. “If Marco Rubio were in the Senate, he would
vote `no on confirming Elena Kagan for the Supreme Court. The Miami Republican, who is running for the Senate, objected
to Kagan’s political activism in the Clinton White House, her record on gun rights and what he called her evasiveness on the
constitutionality of the new health-care law. Rubio speculated on Tuesday that a Justice Kagan would mean adding a judicial
activist to the court whose own political agenda would interfere with her proper role to interpret laws. Confirming or not
confirming Supreme Court nominees is an important role for the Senate. And it’s an important factor for voters to consider in
a Senate race.” [Juice, 7/6/10]
Rubio Opposed Sonia Sotomayor’s Nomination To The Supreme Court, Cited Abortion And The Second
Amendment. “Marco Rubio, the dynamic former state House speaker and other announced Republican candidate for the
seat, also cited the Second Amendment in opposing Sotomayor’s nomination. He called her an activist judge because of her
statements and record suggesting she would defer to Roe v. Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court ruling that legalized abortion
nationwide. Rubio, who is Cuban-American, said those who opposed the Sotomayor nomination were unfairly painted as antiHispanic. Opponents are ‘certainly not going to say it’s a principled position,’ he said.” [The Associated Press, 8/7/09]

Other
PolitiFact: Rubio’s Statement Suggesting That Ruth Bader Ginsburg Said That Some U.S. Cases Would Be Decided
By South African Law Was Rated “False.” According to PolitiFact Florida, “Rubio mentioned a female Supreme Court
Judge and then concluded, “if you are an appellate lawyer you need to brush up on your South African law because that is how
some cases apparently are going to be decided here going forward.” Rubio was implying that Justice Ginsburg favored South
African law rather than the U.S. Constitution, and that some cases in the U.S. might be decided based on South African law.
Rubio’s spokesman says he was joking, but even a joke can leave some viewers with a false impression. Rubio could have
poked fun at Ginsburg’s comments without distorting them. There is nothing in Ginsburg’s interview in which she suggested
that any legal matter in the U.S. should be decided based on anything from South African law. Ginsburg was giving advice to
another country on how to draft a constitution, and she suggested examples written more recently than the U.S. Constitution.
She didn’t dis the U.S. Constitution -- she explained that it was written at a time when slavery was legal and women didn’t have
equal rights. In fact, Ginsburg also heaped lots of praise on the U.S. Constitution. We rate this claim False.” [PolitiFact
Florida, 2/14/12]

TAXES
2007: Rubio Approved State Budget That Hiked Local Property Taxes By $326 Million. According to the Palm Beach
Post, “both Rubio and [former Governor Charlie] Crist played a role in increasing property taxes the state uses to pay for
public schools. While Rubio and Crist pushed competing tax reforms in 2007, they both signed off on a state budget that
hiked local property taxes by $326 million beyond the increase generated by new construction…During Rubio’s nine years in
the legislature, the state increased its reliance on property taxes from 36 percent of the state K-12 budget in 2001 to 48 percent
in 2008.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/27/10]
As A City Commissioner, Rubio Repeatedly Supported Property Tax Hikes, Doubled Garbage Collection Fees. “As
a West Miami commissioner in 1998 and 1999, Rubio cast at least five specific votes to support increasing property tax
collections,” the Palm Beach Post reported in March 2010. “He also voted to double garbage fees to $250 per residential
customer.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/27/10]


Rubio Backed 1.4 Percent Property Tax Increase In 1998, 5.5 Percent Increase In 1999. According to the Post, “As
one of five West Miami commissioners… [Rubio] ‘seconded’ the motion to set the property tax rate in four of his five
votes on the property tax rate. Both years the city manager explained to Rubio and the commissioners that despite holding
the tax rate even, they would have to identify their vote as a ‘tax increase.’ In 1998, that meant a 1.4 percent increase for
homeowners. In 1999, it was a 5.5 percent increase, or more than twice the rate of inflation that year.” [Palm Beach Post,
3/27/10]

Tax/Fee Increases
Rubio Said The 2012 Election Was About Growth And Taxes. “The runup to the presidential election is really a debate
about growth and taxes, Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida told CNBC on Monday. ‘Growth helps the debt be more manageable,
unemployment, all of these things,’ he said in an interview on ‘The Kudlow Report.’ ‘Tax increases do not lead to growth,’ he
said. ‘The reason why I oppose increases in taxes is not some religious objection, or even an ideological one. It is the
knowledge that increasing taxes discourages growth.’” [CNBC, 6/25/12]
PolitiFact: Rubio “False” On Claim He Never Voted For A Tax Increase. “Though [Rubio] claims to have never voted
for a tax increase, we found that he has several times,” PolitiFact Florida reported in November 2009. “First, as a
commissioner in West Miami when he approved an increase in property tax collections, then as a state legislator when he
voted year after year for budgets that forced school districts statewide to collect more property taxes. School districts were
simply the middleman, in charge of collecting the money, but they did it at the behest of legislators. Maybe the votes could be
considered appropriate. Or reasoned. Or even necessary. But they were votes to raise taxes -- and he did say ‘never.’ We rate
his claim False.” [PolitiFact Florida, 11/25/09]
Rubio Opposed Tax Increases On The Rich. “Marco Rubio, the freshman from Florida, is among Republican senators
who adamantly oppose raising taxes as part of a budget deal to scale back the national debt. If you raise to 100 percent the
taxes on every rich American under their (White House) definition of rich -- which is people making over $250,000 or more a
year -- it still wouldn’t make a dent on the debt, Rubio said on CNBCs Kudlow Report. There’s no way you can tax your way
to prosperity, he said. Number two, our tax code is already a source of great uncertainty and worry and concern about the
future.” [Sun Sentinel, 6/28/11]
Rubio Property Tax Swap Proposal In 2007 Was Characterized As A $9 Billion Tax Increase. “Rubio’s biggest test as
speaker would come as the soaring Florida housing market caused property taxes to increase sharply, swelling local
government coffers. Rubio played the issue masterfully, offering a ‘tax swap’ proposal that cast him as a bold thinker and using
speaking engagements across the state to cultivate name recognition and generate news coverage. The tax swap called for
increasing the sales tax rate by 2.5 percent while eliminating property taxes on primary homes. The hot-button issue afforded
Rubio his first and strongest platform to draw a distinction with Crist, who pushed more populist ideas such as doubling the
homestead exemption. Yet, in the end, Rubio acquiesced to Crist and the more cautious Senate, which rejected his plan as a $9
billion tax increase, despite greater property tax savings. ‘The poor are going to get poorer and the rich are going to get richer,’
former Sen. Dan Webster, a conservative icon, said at the time. He flatly refused the idea. ‘I’m not into raising taxes. They are.’

By ‘they,’ he meant Rubio, who hammered away at the idea to the private discomfort of some House Republicans. Time and
again, Rubio’s big ideas lost out to the Senate, showing the limits of his influence even as he got credit for pushing the
debate.” [St. Petersburg Times, 11/8/09]
Rubio Was At First Against the 2008 Tax Swap Because It There Was Not A Constitutional Amendment On A Cap
For Local Governments From Trying To Raise Additional Revenue Through Fees, Ended Up Supporting The Swap
Because A Statutory Measure Was Added. “A few days ago, House Speaker Marco Rubio added criticism of the plan to
trade school property taxes for higher sales tax and other revenue sources. His remarks seem to spell trouble for the proposal.
But the tax swap passed the Taxation and Budget and Reform Commission on Thursday and is now headed for the November
ballot. ‘I’m happy the people of Florida are going to get a chance on changing the way we fund public schools, Rubio said in
an interview Thursday afternoon. ‘Most people agree that property taxes is a horrible way to fund education. The bigger
argument is how do you replace the revenue. I continue to believe consumption taxes are superior. What gives? He’s for the
plan, then against it, and now for it again. Rubio, who was the first to attempt a swap, said he was concerned because there
was not a cap to prevent local governments from trying to raise additional revenue through fees and other means. (The
TABOR-style measure died amid furious debate in several TBRC meetings.) Then, Rubio said, he reminded himself of the
statutory cap on property tax revenue the Legislature imposed last year. ‘I still prefer a constitutional revenue cap because it
doesn’t just cover property taxes. It’s all revenues and it’s in the constitution,’ he said. ‘But I take some comfort from the
knowledge that there is a statutory cap in place.’ In the interview, Rubio discounted fears about a services tax being used to
offset the loss of school property taxes. It is an option, but it is no more an option than it is right now, he said. The Legislature
can in any given year can come in an institute a services tax. We don t, however, because we know it won t work. He also
disagreed with the regressive argument that that increasing the sales tax by a penny or more hurts lower income people. ‘At
least the sales tax, in a state like Florida that exempts food medicine and many other essentials, you have choices. The property
tax, you have to pay it whether you have the money or you don t have the money.’” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog,
4/25/08]
Under Rubio’s Leadership, The Florida Legislature Proposed Several Fee Increase To Fill The State’s $5 Billion
Budget Gap. “From the courthouse to the college lecture hall to the driver’s-license office, Floridians could pay higher fees as
part of legislative plans to pump up the state’s withering budget. The proposed fees from the Republican-led Legislature come
while lawmakers prepare to slash spending as much as $5 billion in next year’s budget. Some of the fees that lawmakers are
considering include: Across-the-board hikes in fees charged by courts. Affected: microfilm copies of court records and court
costs for drivers who get traffic tickets. Also, poor criminal defendants would pay $10 more if they want to ask for a public
defender. A 6 percent tuition hike this fall for all community college and university students. Raising the price of a driver’s
license for motorists and commercial drivers, the fee for a replacement license and the charge paid by drivers to get their
licenses reinstated. Charging college students who fail to graduate fast enough an extra fee on top of tuition. Letting Florida
International University qualify for a new additional tuition surcharge that University of Florida, Florida State University and
University of South Florida may start charging this fall.” [The Miami Herald, 4/3/08]
Rubio Voted For A $500 Million School Property Tax Increase As Part Of The State Budget. “A ground-breaking $9.6
billion property tax swap headed for the November ballot is the perfect solution for an aging government system that will
always trail the demographic trend. “If we don’t do this, we’re going to have to either raise property taxes or cut school
funding,” said House Speaker Marco Rubio, an architect and key supporter. ‘There is no way you can put $9 billion back into
people’s pockets and not revitalize the economy.’ Rubio, who voted for a $500 million school property tax increase as part of
the state budget, argues that the practice must go on. Rubio tried to push a similar plan that failed last year. Then, as now, the
math looked daunting - A $9.6 billion reduction in a $70 billion state budget. Lawmakers control only a $30 billion
discretionary operating budget. If voters approve the plan, nearly a third of that would disappear. Lawmakers would have to
scramble to raise sales taxes, slash spending or tax new goods and services that aren’t taxed now.” [Tallahassee Democrat,
3/23/08]
The Taxation And Budget Reform Commission Passed A Rubio Backed Ballot Initiative That Would Cut Property
Taxes By 25%, Said That The Legislature Was Incapable Of Cutting Property Taxes; If Approved By Voters The
Legislature Would Have To Increase the State’s Sales Tax By A Penny, After Rubio Was Out Of Office. “One of the
biggest tax cuts in state history is headed for the November ballot, after a powerful state commission voted Monday to put an
amendment before voters that would scrap most of the portion of local property taxes that goes to schools. If approved, the
amendment would force the state Legislature to make up the lost money by increasing the state sales tax by up to a penny,
cutting the state budget and eliminating some sales-tax exemptions. The proposal by the Taxation and Budget Reform
Commission would mean a cut in the average property-tax bill in the state of about 25 percent. A penny sales-tax increase
would cover only about $4 billion of the estimated $9.3 billion lost to schools in property taxes, so the amendment requires

the Legislature to make up the rest beginning in the 2010-11 school year, when the cut takes effect, to keep school budgets
whole. The commission, which meets every 20 years and has the power to put constitutional amendments directly before
voters, voted 21-4 for the measure, which was a hybrid of two proposals pushed by former state Senate President John
McKay, and Patricia Levesque, a budget advisor to former Gov. Jeb Bush. House Speaker Marco Rubio, who aggressively
lobbied commission members to pass it, said he felt a measure of vindication to see a tax-swap proposal - similar to one he
tried to push through the Legislature twice last year unsuccessfully - make it onto the ballot without legislative help. ‘You’re
our last hope because all you have to do is open a newspaper to realize we’re not going to pass meaningful tax reform in the
Florida Legislature,’ Rubio told the panel before the vote. ‘I don’t think anything you’ve ever done will be more important
than what you do today. I hope you don’t let it be an opportunity to pass you by.’” [The Bradenton Herald, 3/18/08]
Rubio Believed That Fees Were More Fair Than High Property Taxes. “House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami,
who led the charge to cut property taxes this year, said fee increases are more fair -- and more visible -- than taking advantage
of soaring real-estate prices to collect more property taxes, as cities and counties have done during the past few years. ‘Fees are
clear; they’re not hidden,’ Rubio said. ‘If you don’t like that city and county officials are raising them, you can vote them out of
office on Election Day.’” [Orlando Sentinel, 7/21/07]
Rubio’s “Idea” Of Leasing Toll Roads And Collecting Increase Fees Passed The Florida House. “Private companies
could operate most state toll roads and collect increased fees while helping pay to widen highways and build bridges, under a
bill the Florida House approved Thursday. The House bill was ripped from the pages of House Speaker Marco Rubio’s book,
Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future. Rubio wrote the book in response to problems in Florida, such as congested roads, and it has
become the agenda of House Republican leaders. ‘A leased highway provides valuable income to the state to enhance other
transportation projects, lowers annual maintenance costs and allows private companies to enhance the quality of service on the
highway to the residents and visitors who utilize it,’ Rubio wrote. He pointed to similar projects in Toronto, Chicago and
Indiana.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/23/07]
Florida Today Editorial: Rubio’s Property Tax Reform Was Floundering, Would Cut Government Services, Benefit
The Rich, Budget Planning Near-Impossible, And Undermine Florida’s Credit Rating; “Lawmakers Should Dump
This Horrendous Idea.” Three weeks into Florida’s 2007 legislative session, it’s clear the House plan for property-tax reform
pushed by Republican Speaker Mark Rubio is floundering. While tax changes are definitely needed, his idea -- to end property
taxes and replace some of the revenue by adding 2.5 cents to the state’s sales tax -- is making even some members of his own
party queasy. Not to mention the Senate has been rightly cool to the proposal from the start. Getting it on the November
ballot would take a 75 percent vote by lawmakers and it’s obvious the votes aren’t there. That’s good news for the people of
Florida. Under the House plan, the state would gather up that additional 2.5 cents, then dole it out to local governments
according to a formula lawmakers devise, instead of letting the local governments closest to the people determine how to
handle revenues. The House plan also would roll back taxes to 2000 levels, annually taking away $5.8 billion -- $73.5 million
from Brevard County alone -- from the local governments that serve local needs.As if that’s not enough of a power grab, it
would cap local government growth and millage according to the Legislature’s formula, instead of letting city and county
residents call their own shots. Worst, putting services from schools to road repairs to care for the elderly at the mercy of a
volatile sales-tax-based revenue stream would make wise planning and budgeting near-impossible. Furthermore, it would
undermine Florida’s credit rating, making it far more expensive to borrow. Lawmakers should dump this horrendous idea.
[Florida Today Editorial, 3/20/07]
Rubio’s Property Tax Swap For Sales Tax Increase Troubles Economists and Local Government Officials; Would
Cut School Funding By $750 Million. “House Speaker Marco Rubio wants to ask voters to swap their home taxes for an
extra 2.5 cents on almost everything they buy. While it sounds like a promise to pay less, narrowing Florida’s tax base troubles
some economists and school and local government officials who would have to rely on a slower-growing, less stable source of
money. “You don’t want to put all your eggs in one basket,” said analyst Kurt Wenner with Florida TaxWatch, a government
funding watchdog group. The House plan would shift schools, funded now on a diet of steadily growing home values, to
budgets based on how well washing machines and automobiles are selling. In that environment, a replay of an economic year
like 2001 would force Florida to cut $1.9 billion from state spending, including $750 million intended for schools even as
enrollment continues to swell. ‘The only buffer is going to be the Legislature’s willingness to hold us harmless when there is a
downturn,’ said Wayne Blanton, executive director of the Florida School Boards Association. Since sales taxes have grown
more slowly than property taxes, the swap means less money for local government down the road. State records also show the
swap would have its greatest impact on educating children, making sales taxes the source of 58 percent of school funding.
Property taxes are now the largest source of funding for public school budgets.” [The News-Press, 3/18/07]

Rubio’s Property Plan Rollback Evolved After Facing Criticism From Local Governments. “Facing intense criticism
over their plan to cut property taxes, House Republicans have agreed to considerable changes to lessen the impact on local
governments. A proposed rollback of property tax levels to the 2003-04 fiscal year is three years later than originally proposed.
That could save counties millions. Specifics were not available Wednesday afternoon. Also, some rural counties would be
exempt from the rollback, as would hospital taxing districts - resolving concerns the proposal would have devastating effects
on small counties and some agencies. The changes affect legislation that would amend the state constitution. The House
remains firm in its desire to replace all property taxes on homesteads in favor of a 2.5 percent sales tax increase. But local
governments have lambasted the rollback proposal, which also includes a cap on future revenue growth.” [St. Petersburg
Times, 3/15/07]
Rubio’s Property Plan Rollback Evolved After Facing Criticism From Local Governments. “Facing intense criticism
over their plan to cut property taxes, House Republicans have agreed to considerable changes to lessen the impact on local
governments. A proposed rollback of property tax levels to the 2003-04 fiscal year is three years later than originally proposed.
That could save counties millions. Specifics were not available Wednesday afternoon. Also, some rural counties would be
exempt from the rollback, as would hospital taxing districts - resolving concerns the proposal would have devastating effects
on small counties and some agencies. The changes affect legislation that would amend the state constitution. The House
remains firm in its desire to replace all property taxes on homesteads in favor of a 2.5 percent sales tax increase. But local
governments have lambasted the rollback proposal, which also includes a cap on future revenue growth.” [St. Petersburg
Times, 3/15/07]
Rubio’s Altered Rollback Would Impact Amount To $3.8 Billion Of Local Government Cuts Instead Of The
Original $5.8 Billion; Sales Tax Proposal Was “Still In Flux.” “Local governments could get a break under a revised taxcut plan from House Republican leaders, while taxpayers still could save billions. A retooled constitutional proposal still would
eliminate homesteaded property taxes and raise the state sales tax by 2 1/2 cents on the dollar to make up the difference. But
local governments would not have to roll back other property taxes as far as under an earlier plan. They would roll back to
2003- 04 levels, rather than 2000-01 levels, before capping annual increases. The savings to non-homesteaded taxpayers -- and
the impact on local governments -- would be an estimated $3.9 billion, compared to about $5.8 billion in the earlier plan.”
[News-Journal, 3/16/07]
Rubio’s Property Plan Rollback Evolved After Facing Criticism From Local Governments. “Facing intense criticism
over their plan to cut property taxes, House Republicans have agreed to considerable changes to lessen the impact on local
governments. A proposed rollback of property tax levels to the 2003-04 fiscal year is three years later than originally proposed.
That could save counties millions. Specifics were not available Wednesday afternoon. Also, some rural counties would be
exempt from the rollback, as would hospital taxing districts - resolving concerns the proposal would have devastating effects
on small counties and some agencies. The changes affect legislation that would amend the state constitution. The House
remains firm in its desire to replace all property taxes on homesteads in favor of a 2.5 percent sales tax increase. But local
governments have lambasted the rollback proposal, which also includes a cap on future revenue growth.” [St. Petersburg
Times, 3/15/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Would Impact Veterans Low-Income Seniors, And Tourists Adversely. “Rubio
wants to do away with property taxes altogether on a homeowner’s primary residence. He would replace the revenue by
increasing the state sales tax from 6 percent to 8.5 percent. At the same time, he would cap the growth in spending by local
governments. Have you heard of a lead balloon? Rubio’s plan would benefit the wealthy the most and his ‘trickle down’ theory
of aiding the poor is indeed, as it is often described, ‘voodoo economics.’ The switch to a sales tax also would cost military
veterans with a 100 percent service- connected disability who are exempt from paying property taxes on a homestead. They
would pay higher sales taxes, when now they pay nothing in property taxes. Low-income seniors, the blind and the disabled, all
of whom qualify for additional homestead exemptions, wouldn’t necessarily benefit from Rubio’s plan, either. And then
there’s the nervousness about making Florida’s sales tax the highest in the nation. That could send more shoppers to the
Internet and tourists to other states with lower rates.” [Ronald Littlepage Florida Times-Unions, 3/6/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Had The Potential To Work Because It Was “Out Of The Box.” “Obstacles to
passage conceded, it bears noting that the proposal sparkles with philosophical merit, not the least of which is that it would lift
the state’s self-renewing lien on owner-occupied residences. Floridians never own their homes, no matter what the lender says.
Twenty years after the mortgage-burning ceremony, the homeowner who fails to meet his property tax burden can see the
house auctioned on the courthouse steps. Additionally, Rubio’s concept would help concentrate the minds of folks on the
receiving end of public services who rarely give much thought to who pays for them; this instructional trade-off offers a
much-needed civics lesson at a low, per-capita price. Someone who spent $10,000 on sales-tax-eligible merchandise in a year

(not a small figure) would see his tax burden rise only $250. An additional $6 billion would be returned to Florida’s most solid
citizens - homeowners - with most of it being plowed back into the state economy, boosting real estate, retailers, and more.
Here’s hoping legislators don’t wilt under a barrage of unimaginative, scolding editorials. Speaker Rubio’s notion, however
radical, is so far out of the box it just might produce wondrous results.” [Tom Jackson Tampa Tribune, 3/4/07]
Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Was Based On Donna Arduin, His Budget Consultant And Who Has Worked In
California and New York’s Budget Office. “Arduin, who worked in the budget offices of Bush, California Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger and New York Gov. George Pataki, also has ties to a consulting firm that supported the economics of what
fiscal conservatives call the Fair Tax, a 23 percent national sales tax in exchange for abolishing the IRS and eliminating federal
income tax. Strengthening an economy with fewer taxes has been the calling card of Arthur Laffer, who runs a consulting firm
with Arduin. He was once an adviser to former President Reagan and is known as the ‘father of supply-side economics.’ Laffer
and Arduin are also working for Georgia’s House speaker, who announced in January his plan to eliminate property taxes in
exchange for a 5 percent income tax and 5 percent sales tax.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/4/07]
Florida House Economists Predicted That Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Would Generate Billions In State Personal
Income, Thousands Of Jobs And New Residents; Proposal Faced Steep Odds Of Passage. “House economists predict
the GOP proposal would generate a $16.1 billion increase in state personal income by 2014, create more than 8,000 jobs and
induce 4,900 more people to move to Florida. Critics, including some business organizations, say having the nation’s highest
sales tax would discourage businesses from moving here and chase economic activity to Georgia or Alabama. Local
governments, meanwhile, have screamed that cutting property tax revenues by a statewide average of 29 percent for counties
and 38 percent for cities would decimate a laundry list of local services. Steep odds The Legislature could lower all property
taxes without a statewide referendum. Eliminating homesteaders’ taxes and raising the sales tax would require a three-fourths
vote in the 120-member House and 40- member Senate to put it on the ballot this year. Republicans hold a 79-41 House
majority and a 26-14 Senate edge, which means some Democrats would have to support it in both chambers. Otherwise,
lawmakers would need a three-fifths majority in both chambers to place the measure on the 2008 ballot. Voters would have to
approve it by a two-thirds majority because it involves raising taxes.” [The News-Press 3/4/07]
Column: Rubio Was Wrong When He Stated That The Property Tax Is The Most Regressive Of All Taxes. “‘On top
of gaming,’ Rubio told Jim DeFede on WINZ, ‘there is no more regressive tax than the property tax because it in no way
reflects your income.’ Rubio explained that a person who loses his job will pay less sales tax and federal income tax, but would
still be stuck with that property tax bill. ‘Your property tax bears no resemblance whatsoever to your ability to pay it,’ Rubio
said. “No one’s talking about how regressive the property tax is.” ‘What’s he smoking?’ asked Jim Smith, the Pinellas County
property appraiser, after hearing about Rubio’s comments. ‘The most regressive tax is the sales tax, by far.’ Smith, a
Republican, says the wild fluctuations in the revenue generated by a sales tax make it a risky move to increase the state’s
dependence on it. ‘If you’re banking on the sales tax, hang on, baby, because you’re in for a ride,’ Smith said. Smith’s not
alone. Orlando economist Hank Fishkind said Rubio’s analysis would be right if all low-income people owned homes, and
thus would benefit from the property tax break. ‘The reality is, most low income people are not property owners,’ Fishkind
said. ‘That’s where the potential disconnect is.’ Two major business groups, the Florida Retail Federation and Associated
Industries of Florida, also say the sales tax is highly regressive - because it hits those who can least afford it the hardest.” [Steve
Bousquet St. Petersburg Times, 3/3/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Made The Poor Get Poorer. “Their [Rubio’s] idea: Do away with all property taxes
for homesteaders. Give just a modest reduction, probably temporary, on tax rates for non-homestead property, and offset the
revenue loss with a roughly 3-percentage-point sales tax increase. Yes, the tax on homesteaded McMansions would be zilch.
Imagine that. The big winners under our current system would win even more. Way, way more. That’s some reform. No
doubt many non-homestead McMansion owners who don’t exactly live here would soon decide that they should become
homesteaders to get in on a deal that good. But working-class renters unable to swing a home purchase? All they’d get is a big
tax hike. Their rent bill would still include the part that pays the landlord’s big tax bill, but they’d also get that whopping sales
tax hike. A sales tax hits the working class much harder than the well off. People with little money have to spend most of what
they make. And unlike the well off, they spend very little of it out-of-state during expensive trips.” [Tom Lyons Op-Ed
Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 3/1/07]
Editorial: Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Was Reckless And Unfair. “The line between bold and reckless has been erased in
the Florida House. A Republican plan to cap government revenues, abolish property taxes for homesteads and enact the
nation’s highest sales tax is so irresponsible and poorly designed it would be laughed off if it wasn’t backed by House Speaker
Marco Rubio and his leadership team. They have created a risky scheme that would make a broken tax system more unfair,
undermine the state’s tenuous financial stability and erode our quality of life. The most politically enticing element of the plan

calls for voters to consider eliminating property taxes on all homesteaded property, which would trigger an increase in the sales
tax by 2.5 cents. That is just as ludicrous as proposals by fiscal conservatives to replace the federal income tax with a national
sales tax. It also reflects a lack of understanding about state tax policy and history.” [St. Petersburg Times Editorial, 2/28/07]
Op-Ed: Counties Would Not Know How To Make Up The $5.8 Billion In Lost Revenue From the Rubio Plan; Plan
Was Regressive, “Blow To Retailers,” And Would Make Scare Away Tourists. “Oh, but don’t expect the Capitol
Wizards to determine precisely how Florida’s counties and cities would make up for the $5.8 billion in lost revenue produced
by a 20 percent tax cut - which essential services would be curtailed, which roads would not be built or repaired, which EMS
stations would be closed or which public health services would be eliminated. No, that would be left to the local governments
to figure out by simply ‘spending smarter.’ As for a constitutional amendment abolishing property taxes altogether for
homesteaded property and substituting a 2-cent increase in the sales tax, one scarcely knows where to begin: First, it would
cost local governments even more lost revenue, for which their share of 2 cents of additional sales tax wouldn’t begin to
compensate. Second, it represents a regressive transfer of tax burden to the poorest Floridians, who can least afford more sales
taxes on the goods and services they need in everyday life. Third, it likely would be a big blow to retailers anywhere in north
Florida, where residents can easily drive across the Georgia, Alabama or Mississippi state lines to buy goods at a lower sales
tax. Residents living anywhere in the state contemplating a major purchase, such as a car, major appliance or fancy gift, might
choose to shop in another state as well. Fourth, it would make Florida the highest sales-tax state in the nation - ahead of even
California. Gee, do you think that might scare away any tourists? And if tourists do stay away, what will that do to Rubio’s
optimistic revenue projections?” [Op-Ed The Brandenton Herald, 2/23/07]
Rubio Hired A Consultant To Study The Elimination Of Property Taxes And Replace Lost Revenue With An
Increase Of The Sales Tax; Increase Could Go From 6% To 13.5%. “House Speaker Marco Rubio has assigned Donna
Arduin, the former budget director under former Gov. Jeb Bush whom Rubio put on a $10,000-a-month consulting contract,
to analyze the concept. Measures that have been considered range from replacing school property taxes with a several-cent
sales-tax hike to scrapping all property levies and more than doubling the state’s 6 percent sales-tax rate, to 13.5 percent. Rep.
Dennis Baxley, R-Ocala, said many lawmakers have warmed in particular to the idea of getting rid of property taxes for socalled ‘homestead properties,’ which are houses and condominiums that are their owners’ primary residences. ‘I definitely
think it’s on the table,’ Baxley said. Cities, counties and other governments are expected to collect a little more than $30 billion
in combined property taxes this year. A penny increase in the state sales tax would generate about $3.8 billion a year.”
[Orlando Sentinel, 2/20/07]
Rubio Voted To Approve A $2 Dollar A Day Surcharge On Car Rentals. “Starting at year’s end, people who rent cars in
Broward, Palm Beach or Miami-Dade counties could start paying to help solve South Florida’s traffic congestion. The Florida
House approved legislation Wednesday allowing the three counties to add a $2 surcharge to the daily cost of renting a car. The
surcharge would apply to tourists and Florida residents, though people whose cars are being repaired wouldn’t have to pay.
Also, House leaders supported the idea. House Speaker Allan Bense, R-Panama City, used his parliamentary powers to move
the proposal forward on Tuesday. The next speaker, Rep. Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, voted in favor, and the two in line to
succeed Rubio, Reps. Ray Sansom of Destin and Dean Cannon of Winter Park, spoke in favor and voted ‘yes.’” [Sun-Sentinel,
5/4/06]
Rubio Contended That The 2003 Senate’s Budget Was Aimed At Drumming Up Support For New Taxes. “Florida
Senate leaders, trying to drum up public support to raise more revenue to stave off steep budget cuts in 2003-04, put a price
tag Wednesday on how much more money they think the state needs next year: nearly $1 billion. Senate Republican leaders
today will unveil a “contingency budget plan” to explain exactly how they think the additional $972 million should be spent.
House Majority Leader Marco Rubio, R-Miami, called the new Senate plan political posturing aimed at drumming up support
for new taxes. ‘First they created a really bad budget in order to try to drive up the case for new revenue. That did not happen,’
Rubio said. ‘Now what they’re doing is trying to pass a really great budget so people say you have to pass this budget. What it
doesn’t show is how much it will hurt individual Floridians if you pass the tax on to them.’” [The Miami Herald, 4/3/03
Rubio Opposed A Plan To Reduce The State’s Sales Tax From 6% To 4.5%. “House Speaker Tom Feeney blasted a
Senate plan to revamp the state sales tax system as “fundamentally unfair” but promised Tuesday that he would allow the
proposal to go to a vote before the full House of Representatives. The proposal seeks to ask voters in November to lower the
sales tax rate from 6 to 4.5 percent and eliminate $4.2 billion worth of exemptions to businesses. In addition to Feeney,
members of the House Republican Task Force, led by Coral Gables Republican Marco Rubio, also spoke out against the
proposal Tuesday. The committee has had several meetings on the issue, and members said they remain unconvinced of the
need to overhaul the sales tax system. The clash between the House and the Senate, both led by Republicans, signals a

philosophical difference of opinion in the state GOP over what Florida’s fiscal policy should be.” [The Miami Herald,
2/13/02]

Cigarette Taxes
Rubio Opposed An Increase In The Cigarette Tax, Although He Admitted Smoking Costs The Country Trillions In
Dollars. “For nearly two decades, while almost every state has raised its tax on cigarettes, Florida’s has remained the same: 34
cents a pack. Has the time come to increase it? There’s a renewed effort, spearheaded by South Florida Democrats and healthcare advocates, to boost Florida’s cigarette tax by $1 a pack, to $1.34. The national average for state cigarette taxes is $1.12.
House Speaker Marco Rubio, R- West Miami, said he’s open to discussing a cigarette tax increase as long as the chief goal isn’t
to plug the state’s budget hole. ‘Smoking, eating too much and not exercising enough is costing us trillions of dollars at the
federal level in health care,’ Rubio said. ‘But I don’t think it’s a way to balance our budget. The more you tax something, the
less of it you’re going to get.’” [Sun Sentinel, 3/25/08]

Corporate Taxes
PolitiFact: Rubio Was “Mostly True” When He Said The United States Will Soon Have The Highest Corporate
Taxes In The Industrialized World. PolitiFact looked into Rubio’s claim that the United States was on the verge of having
the highest coprate tax in the industrialized world, they rated his claim as ‘mostly true.’ “If most people think of tax ‘rates’
when they hear a claim about ‘corporate taxes,’ Rubio was right. The United States ranked second just to Japan, and Japan
planned to cut its own rate as early as April 1. Even a look at ‘effective tax rates’ -- what corporations actually pay -- partly
supports Rubio’s claim. The United States again came in behind just Japan. By a wider measure, the total tax rate calculated by
the World Bank, Rubio’s not even close. And we think it’s a fair bet some readers would assume from Rubio’s statement that
American corporations would soon face the world’s highest tax burden - rather than simply face the world’s highest corporate
income tax rate. But since the total tax rate goes beyond income taxes to include other taxes, it doesn’t seem fair to weigh this
measure as heavily against Rubio’s statement. His statement, ‘Corporate taxes will soon be the highest in the industrialized
world,’ contains some truth, though even the experts disagree about how much. We acknowledge the claim is right by at least
one measure, but rule it Mostly True because of the other ways to interpret it.” [PolitiFact St. Petersburg Times, 4/4/11]
Rubio Voted To Update Tax Code, Provide Corporate Tax Breaks For Investing In New Projects. On April 30, 2004,
Rubio voted for the bill that updates references in Chapter 220, Florida Statutes to reflect changes in the U.S. Internal
Revenue Code adopted after April 25, 2003, when HB 1839 (last year’s corporate income tax update) was passed by the
Florida House of Representatives. According to the Tampa Tribune, the bill “provides $125 million tax break for corporations
investing in new capital projects.” The Orlando Sentinel adds, “The bill would link state and federal tax codes and reflect
changes made by Congress to raise bonus depreciation from 30 percent to 50 percent for qualified investments made after
May 5, 2003.” [Tampa Tribune, 5/2/04; Orlando Sentinel, 5/1/04; SB 1826 – Corporate Income Tax/Revenue Code; Florida
Senate Staff Analysis, 3/22/04]
Rubio Voted For Corporate Tax Breaks. On May 13, 2002, Rubio voted for the bill that adopts provisions of Job Creation
& Workers Assistance Act of 2002 as codified in Internal Revenue Code. Adoption of the provisions of the Job Creation and
Worker Assistance Act of 2002 will result in General Revenue losses for the state of an estimated $428 million spread over 4
fiscal years. The bill ensures that corporations that are subject to Florida corporate income tax can base their calculations on
the current IRC, and reduce their Florida taxes through bonus depreciation. According to the Associated Press, “the act allows
companies with tax losses in 2001 and 2002, which paid taxes in the past five years, to get their tax payments back.”
[Associated Press, 7/1/02; SB 18 - Corporate Income Tax; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/29/02]

Income Taxes
Rubio Was Adamant In His Support For A Balanced Budget Amendment, Incorporating Tax Reform, Cuts To
Discretionary Spending, And Entitlement Reform. “Freshman Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., told “Fox News Sunday” the
Obama administration wasn’t responding to the spiraling national debt and Republicans are adamant about incorporating tax
reform, cuts to discretionary spending, a balanced budget amendment and entitlement reform. Rubio said the political

wrangling that could shut down government late Friday was based on short-term patches, such as extending the country’s debt
limit. ‘If all we do is go in there in three, four weeks or in a couple of months and extend the debt limit again and do nothing
else, the world’s going to look at us and say America and its political leadership is not serious about dealing with this incredible
issue and the fact that their government continues to spend money it doesn’t have.’” [UPI, 4/3/11]
In A Wall Street Journal Op-Ed, Rubio Called For Spending Cuts, Balance Budget Amendment, And Entitlement
Reform. In The Wall Street Journal, Rubio writes: “will vote to defeat an increase in the debt limit unless it is the last one we
ever authorize and is accompanied by a plan for fundamental tax reform, an overhaul of our regulatory structure, a cut to
discretionary spending, a balanced-budget amendment, and reforms to save Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid. No
changes should be made to Medicare and Social Security for people who are currently in the system, like my mother. But
people decades away from retirement, like me, must accept that reforms are necessary if we want Social Security and Medicare
to exist at all by the time we are eligible for them. Finally, instead of simply raising the debt limit, we should reassure job
creators by setting a firm statutory cap on our public debt-to-GDP ratio. A comprehensive plan would wind down our debt to
sustainable levels of approximately 60% within a decade and no more than half of the economy shortly thereafter. If Congress
fails to meet these debt targets, automatic across-the-board spending reductions should be triggered to close the gap. These
public debt caps could go in tandem with a Constitutional balanced budget amendment. Some say we will go into default if we
don’t increase the debt limit. But if we simply raise it once again, without a real plan to bring spending under control and get
our economy growing, America faces the very real danger of a catastrophic economic crisis.” I know that by writing this, I am
inviting political attack. When I proposed reforms to Social Security during my campaign, my opponent spent millions on
attack ads designed to frighten seniors. But demagoguery is the last refuge of the spineless politician willing to do anything to
win the next election. [Rubio, The Wall Street Journal, 3/30/11]
Rubio Supported The Extension Of The Bush Tax Cuts And The Repeal Of The Affordable Care Act. “Florida
senator-elect Marco Rubio, who already is developing a national profile, this weekend called for repeal of the disastrous new
health-care law and extension of Bush-era tax cuts. We will put forward bold ideas and have the courage to fight for them,
Rubio promised in the Republican weekly address, which is broadcast via radio nationwide. This means preventing a massive
tax increase scheduled to hit every American taxpayer at the end of the year, he said, referring to Bush tax cuts due to expire. It
means repealing and replacing the disastrous health care bill. It means simplifying our tax code, and tackling a debt that is
pushing us to the brink of our own Greece-like day of reckoning.” [Juice, 11/8/10]
Rubio Supported Keeping The Bush Tax Cuts And Said That There Was Too Much “Cutting Deals” In
Washington. “A back-and-forth over the tax cuts enacted under former President George W. Bush offered one of the most
substantiative discussions of the debate. Meek wants to extend tax breaks only for the middle class, while Rubio and Crist
favor preserving cuts for all income levels. Meek said of Rubio: ‘He’s saying he’s a deficit hawk, but at the same time he’s
saying, ‘Let’s give tax cuts’ . . . I think it’s very, very important to note that the middle class has carried this recession on their
back like no one else. And I think it’s very, very important that we continue to give them extra attention.’ Crist said he would
be open to compromise on tax cuts for the wealthy. Not Rubio. ‘There’s a difference between compromise and cutting a deal,’
Rubio said. ‘Cutting deals in Washington, there’s too much of that. The bottom line is that any compromise that does not
extend the current tax code to everybody is a tax increase.’” [The Miami Herald, 10/25/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Believed That Tax Cuts Do Pay For Themselves, However He Has Said That He Does Not Believe
They Pay For Themselves In The Past. “U.S. Senate candidate Marco Rubio told the Sentinel’s editorial board Wednesday
that columnist Mike Thomas got it wrong in this recent blog post [link] when he wrote that Rubio had flip-flopped on
whether tax cuts pay for themselves. Thomas wrote that Rubio, who has previously said they do not pay for themselves (which
puts Rubio in agreement with Alan Greenspan), went in the other direction on Hannity’s show. Thomas is, in essence, correct.
Here’s a link [link] to the YouTube segment with Rubio, who is asked this question by Hannity: ‘Why do tax cuts increase
revenues to the government, and why do every time we cut taxes do we see an unleashing of the entrepreneurial spirit?’ To
which Rubio immediately replies: “Well, because it grows the economy.” He then elaborates, but never says to Hannity, ‘Well,
Sean, just to be clear I think Alan Greenspan is right that tax cuts don’t pay for themselves.’ It’s not a Charlie Crist-level flip,
for sure, but Rubio absolutely left Hannity’s viewers with the impression that he believes tax cuts pay for themselves through
increased revenue.” [Mike Lafferty Orlando Sentinel, 9/23/10]
Rubio Admitted That The Bush Tax Cuts “Won’t Pay For Themselves.” “Republican Senate candidate Marco Rubio
called for Congress to continue the tax cuts begun under former President Bush but acknowledged ‘they won’t pay for
themselves’ at a Fort Lauderdale town hall meeting Saturday. The cuts are increasingly taking center stage in the 2010
campaign as Democrats seek to remind voters of the unpopular former president, and Republicans argue that they know
better how to turn the economy around. ‘Taxes all across the board are going to go up,’ Rubio told a supportive crowd of

about 125 people at the ‘Reclaim America’ forum at the Broward County Convention Center. ‘That’s the direction the
leadership in Washington is trying to take our country.’” [The Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 8/2/10]
Rubio Signed Grover Norquist’s American For Tax Reform Pledge. “Marco Rubio also signed the American for Tax
Reform pledge against taxes today, joining Republican U.S. Senate rival Charlie Crist. (previous blog here). Americans need
leaders committed to fiscal responsibility and pro-growth economic policies. Therefore, I commend Mr. Rubio for signing the
Taxpayer Protection Pledge. Signing and abiding by the Pledge is a clear indication of a candidates dedication to fiscal
conservatism. Grover Norquist, president of ATR, said in a release. ‘I applaud him for his leadership and dedication to the
taxpayers of Florida. I strongly encourage every candidate for federal and state elective office to sign the Taxpayer Protection
Pledge, Norquist continued.’” [The Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 5/14/09]

Property Tax
RUBIO’S PROPERTY TAX PROPOSAL
Rubio Property Tax Swap Proposal In 2007 Was Characterized As A $9 Billion Tax Increase. “Rubio’s biggest test as
speaker would come as the soaring Florida housing market caused property taxes to increase sharply, swelling local
government coffers. Rubio played the issue masterfully, offering a ‘tax swap’ proposal that cast him as a bold thinker and using
speaking engagements across the state to cultivate name recognition and generate news coverage. The tax swap called for
increasing the sales tax rate by 2.5 percent while eliminating property taxes on primary homes. The hot-button issue afforded
Rubio his first and strongest platform to draw a distinction with Crist, who pushed more populist ideas such as doubling the
homestead exemption. Yet, in the end, Rubio acquiesced to Crist and the more cautious Senate, which rejected his plan as a $9
billion tax increase, despite greater property tax savings. ‘The poor are going to get poorer and the rich are going to get richer,’
former Sen. Dan Webster, a conservative icon, said at the time. He flatly refused the idea. ‘I’m not into raising taxes. They are.’
By ‘they,’ he meant Rubio, who hammered away at the idea to the private discomfort of some House Republicans. Time and
again, Rubio’s big ideas lost out to the Senate, showing the limits of his influence even as he got credit for pushing the
debate.” [St. Petersburg Times, 11/8/09]
Rubio Still Supported The Sales Tax Swap Plan After It Failed To Pass. “They pitched the total elimination of the
Florida property tax system as we know it. They tried to clamp down on local government spending. They offered a ‘super’
homestead exemption that could have slashed tax bills. Now, state lawmakers appear to be returning to a much more modest
and simple property tax reform strategy advocated more than a year ago by then-gubernatorial candidate Charlie Crist: Double
the homestead exemption and make ‘Save Our Homes’ benefits portable for those who move. Rubio said he still favors
eliminating local property taxes altogether in exchange for a 2 1/2 cent increase in the state sales tax, something he proposed
at the beginning of the year. He said he would support any citizen initiative that would advance such a system. He
acknowledged, however, that ‘political realities’ drove the tamer tax cut package.” [Tampa Tribune, 10/11/07]
After Rubio’s Sales Tax Swap Plan Failed, He Embraced Increasing The Homestead Exemption. “The latest leg of
House Speaker Marco Rubio’s property tax tour comes to West Palm Beach today, when he is scheduled to visit with a
politically active business group. Rubio said he is visiting with small groups around the state while he determines the level of
property tax cuts he’ll push for in an upcoming special session. Rubio toured the state last year developing his book 100
Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future, which included an elaborate plan to eliminate taxes on primary homes, known as
homesteads, and replacing most of the revenues with a sales tax increase. He stumped the state again before the annual spring
session promoting the plan. But Senate leaders refused to negotiate on a sales tax increase and the impasse kept lawmakers
from agreeing on property tax reform, their top goal of the session. Now, Rubio is focused on increasing the homestead
exemption. How much that exemption should grow is the focus of the tour, he said. He was in Miami, Daytona and Ormond
Beach on Tuesday and Brandon and Hernando County on Wednesday. The Republican Party of Florida has paid for the travel
of all three tours, he said.” [Palm Beach Post, 5/31/07]
After The Property Tax Swap For An Increase Of The Sales Tax Failed, Rubio Proposed Getting Rid Of Save Our
Homes With Higher Exemptions. “Under the present system, a homeowner who qualifies for a $25,000 homestead
exemption is enrolled in the Save Our Homes program. Created to protect homeowners from the increased tax burden
normally associated with rising property values, it caps the annual increase in the taxable value of a home at 3 percent. The
Rubio plan, adapted from an idea suggested by Rep. David Simmons, R-Maitland, would eliminate the homestead exemption
and Save Our Homes program. Instead, it would exempt from taxation 80 percent of the first $300,000 of a home’s value, 70

percent of each dollar between $300,000 and $1-million, and 30 percent of every dollar above $1-million. Rubio said he
believes his plan will boost the Florida economy by eliminating Save Our Homes, which he called an artificial drag on home
sales, and put more cash in residents’ pockets.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/18/07]
After The 2007 Regular Session, Rubio Revealed Another Property Tax Plan After The Sales Tax Swap Failed.
“House Speaker Marco Rubio unveiled a new strategy for giving homeowners steep property tax savings Friday, one that
would vastly expand homestead exemptions and spread them to seasonal residents and business owners. The new offer would
take up to 80 percent of the property value off the tax rolls for homes with market values of $300,000 or less. On the next
$700,000 in taxed value on homes, 70 percent would be exempt. Just value over $1 million on resident homeowners would get
30 percent taken off the tax roll. Rubio said Friday the net effect is that average homeowners would see their tax bills cut
nearly in half. The concept is an offshoot of an idea that surfaced the last week of session to base tax cuts on a percentage of
the value of homes. Resident homeowners currently get a base, $25,000 homestead exemption from the taxable value of their
homes, and then gradually build up more savings through the Save Our Homes cap as the market value of their property
grows faster than the taxable value.” [The News-Press, 5/11/07]
Michael Putney Op-Ed: Rubio Failed To Pass Property Taxes Reform Because He Refused To Compromise. “The
legendary Washington Post editor Ben Bradlee is said to have had three boxes on his desk: In, Out and Too Hard. Ditto for
the Florida Legislature. Lawmakers filed property-tax reform in their Too Hard box when they arrived in Tallahassee more
than two months ago and never got it out again. Not in a form all parties could agree on. It was too hard because House
Speaker Marco Rubio refused to back off his sweep-the-board-clean-and-start-over tax-reduction plan; the Senate put forth
one so nuanced as to be almost incomprehensible; and the governor came too late to the party and didn’t knock heads to force
a compromise. Result: A special session scheduled to start about a month from now dedicated solely to property-tax reform.
The likelihood of success? Considerably higher than the regular session flame-out, but still no guarantees. I had some
complimentary things to say about Rubio in my last column and I stand by them. He’s a comer, a rising star. But his star
dimmed a bit by not bending, even a little, in the final week of the session to accept a reasonable compromise like the one
advanced by the governor. It was Rubio, after all, who said before the session began -- and even as it was winding down -- that
he and other lawmakers simply couldn’t go home without enacting some form of meaningful property-tax relief. To do so, he
said, would mean ‘failure.’ Well, fail they did. The governor is complicit because he rolled out his $33 billion tax-cut
compromise plan too late and didn’t do enough to sell it; it never got traction. The same day Rubio and Senate President Ken
Pruitt announced they would wait until a special session to tackle property taxes, I asked the governor why he hadn’t taken
those two and a few others into a back room and knocked their heads together. ‘That’s not really my style,’ the soft spoken
and ever-reasonable governor told me. ‘I prefer to encourage people to do the right thing.’ Between now and June 12, when
the special session starts, Crist will ‘encourage’ lawmakers to come around to his view by holding his veto pen poised over
favored items in the $72 billion budget.” [Michael Putney The Miami Herald, 5/9/07]
Rubio And Other Republicans Failed To Cut Property Taxes During The 2007 Regular Session. “Florida lawmakers
wrapped up a 2007 session Friday that will be remembered for what didn’t get done. With the effort to slash property taxes
abandoned until a June special session, legislators spent much of the closing day honoring staff members, recessing for a long
lunch and showing no signs of the usual frenzied finish. At 4:12 p.m., they called it quits. Even the podium used by Crist,
Pruitt and House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, to celebrate session’s end carried a sign that read, ‘Lower Property
Taxes Are On The Way.’ Crist, who for weeks had urged lawmakers to ‘Drop property taxes like a rock,’ was handed a small
rock by Pruitt. On it was engraved the word Patience. ‘We all agree on where we want to go, but we don’t always agree on
how to get there,’ Rubio conceded, adding he was confident the special session would yield a compromise. But, he added, ‘At
the end of the day, it’s not the day you pass it, it’s what you pass that matters most.’” [Orlando Sentinel, 5/5/07]
A Deal Between Rubio And Senate Leadership To Cut Property Taxes Were Gloomy As The End Of The 2007
Regular Session Draw To A Close. “Property-tax talks continued to drift along Tuesday in the Legislature, with lawmakers
showing few signs of progress even as time to reach a deal rapidly runs out. Legislative leaders insisted they remain optimistic
that the House and Senate will reach a compromise to the impasse that has paralyzed the Capitol before the session’s
scheduled conclusion Friday. But they also acknowledged that discussions, which are now being conducted entirely outside of
public view, have yet to produce any results. ‘Nobody’s moved,’ said Senate Majority Leader Daniel Webster, R-Winter
Garden. Senate President Ken Pruitt did speak one-on-one Tuesday with House Speaker Marco Rubio. But only, Pruitt said,
to introduce Rubio to the winner of the Miss Florida beauty pageant, who was visiting the Capitol.” [Orlando Sentinel,
5/2/07]
Tampa Tribune Editorial: Rubio Should Listen More After His Property Tax Swap Plan Failed. “Off the table,
fortunately, is House Speaker Marco Rubio’s plan to eliminate property taxes on homesteaded properties and let counties

replace lost revenues by raising the sales tax as much as 2.5 cents. Rubio should be commended for innovative thinking, but
his plan included an impossibly complicated formula for distributing the sales tax revenue and would have required voters to
pass a tax increase. Rubio needs to quit selling and start listening. A higher sales tax is not the answer to the property tax crisis
this session and taking budget decisions away from local officials, who are closest to the voters, is not good government.”
[Tampa Tribune Editorial, 4/29/07]
As Rubio’s Tax Swap Stalled, He Was Open To Any Plan That Would Cut “$1,200 A Year For Homeowners, $750
For Other Residences, And $3,300 For Businesses.” “Senate negotiators suspended property tax relief talks with the
House, saying they wanted to establish basic ground rules before going back to the bargaining table. House Speaker Marco
Rubio, R-West Miami, has championed the tax swap but said he’s open to other ideas as long as they meet a goal of cutting
property taxes by $1,200 a year for homeowners, $750 for other residences and $3,300 for businesses. ‘It’s not going to come
off the table in the sense that we’re going to abandon our belief that it works,’ Rubio said. ‘We’re open to any plan that helps
us accomplish the goal.’” [Associated Press, 4/27/07]
Rubio Said He Was Upset With The Governor As He Proposed A Rival Property Tax Cut Plan And That He Was A
Victim Of Local Government Lobbyists. “The legislative stalemate suffocating House Speaker Marco Rubio’s tax-cut plan
had finally gotten to him. So he called a Spanish-language Miami radio show and portrayed himself as the victim of a ‘fix’
engineered by local-government lobbyists who had won the governor’s ear. “I am upset with the governor” said an agitated
Rubio, who had learned earlier that Gov. Charlie Crist had proposed a rival plan while dismissing the West Miami legislator’s
proposal. On the Wednesday night talk show, Rubio said the lobbyists had “descended on the capital” to oppose significant
tax cuts. Crist’s own plan seeks a middle ground. It proposes reducing taxes over five years by $33.5 billion -- in contrast to
$15 billion in the Senate and $47 billion in the House. It would roll back the tax base to 2003, ask voters to double the
homestead exemption, allow homeowners to take tax savings with them when they move and give first-time homeowners a
tax break. With negotiations deadlocked, House and Senate leaders called off formal talks Thursday. Senate leaders, fearing
dire budget cuts to poor cities like Opalocka, said they will resume once they have agreement on the ground rules.” [The
Miami Herald, 4/27/07]
The Florida Senate Opposed Rubio’s Tax Swap Because It Adversely Impacted Local Governments. “Faced with a
deep split over how to cut property taxes, divided Republicans quit trying to compromise Thursday and chose an amicable
separation. The central difference remains: whether raising sales taxes in order to cut property taxes is a salvation for
homeowners or punishment for the poor. House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, isn’t budging from targeted tax-cut
goals that, without his plan to raise sales taxes, would eliminate 70 percent or more from local government budgets. Senators
from both parties want cuts that don’t go as deep, but will not consider raising a tax for deeper cuts in another. They say
Rubio is as interested in revolutionizing the state’s tax system with a textbook plan to reduce the size of local government as
he is in cutting taxes. After a contentious meeting aimed at compromise Wednesday night, legislative leaders ended the talks. It
is another chapter in the perennial story of the conservative House doing battle with a more moderate Senate.” [Sarasota
Herald-Tribune, 4/27/07]
Rubio Said That If The Legislature Passed A Property Tax Cut Package That Was “Nothing Worthwhile” He
Would Support A Petition Movement For Voters To Decide On; Negotiations Came To A Standstill. “Property tax
negotiations came to an indefinite standstill Thursday, a day after House Speaker Marco Rubio went on Miami radio and
suggested he would oversee a citizen petition to advance his own plan. ‘We need a breather,’ said Sen. Mike Haridopolos, the
Melbourne Republican leading talks for the Senate. ‘It might be all weekend, it might be until the end of the session. We just
need to take a step back and study each other’s numbers and understand the impact they will have to taxpayers and to our
local governments.’ Gently goading the legislature to act, Gov. Charlie Crist officially announced his own plan to cut taxes by
$34-billion over five years by rolling back property tax bases to 2003, doubling the $25,000 homestead exemption and allowing
people to carry their Save Our Homes benefit to new dwellings, among other ideas. The governor’s planned savings fall
between the deeper cuts the House seeks and the more modest Senate approach. Despite the gulf, Crist said he was optimistic
a deal could emerge. ‘As each day continues to pass,’ Crist said, ‘there is more opportunity for goodness to occur, for an
agreement to be reached, because there’s more pressure.’ Speaking on a Miami radio show Wednesday night, Rubio criticized
Crist’s plan as insignificant. Crist later chalked the comments up to Rubio’s passion for the subject. Rubio also said if nothing
worthwhile happens, he would help with a petition drive to allow voters to decide how to change the tax structure. Rubio
wants to eliminate property taxes on primary homes and replace some of the billions in lost revenue with an increased sales
tax. But the Senate is flatly opposed to the idea, calling the sales tax regressive. Crist has said it is not feasible.” [St. Petersburg
Times, 4/27/07]

Florida Senators Said That Rubio’s Sales Tax Swap Was Dead On Arrival. “With the clock ticking and political pressure
growing, the battle between Republicans intensified as senators told their House counterparts to give up on a plan to raise
sales taxes in order to pay for deep property tax cuts. Senate Majority Leader Dan Webster, R-Orlando, said it would be
‘impossible’ to get the necessary two-thirds vote from the public to approve raising the sales tax by 2.5 percent in order to cut
property taxes by up to $35 billion over the next five years. Changes to the Constitution that require higher taxes require
support from two-thirds of the voters. Agitated, Webster urged negotiators appointed by House Speaker Marco Rubio, RWest Miami, to drop that plan, which senators from both parties have unanimously rejected. ‘We’ve got to get going and at
least say, This has no chance of passing. Let’s focus on the rollback,’ Webster said, referring to general agreement on forcing
cities and counties to reverse recent revenue gains and return that money to taxpayers. But House lawmakers said the Senate
plan, deepened to promise nearly $17 billion over five years on Tuesday, wasn’t enough. A small group of lawmakers from
both parties have until Thursday night to find compromises before the negotiations are left to Rubio and Senate President
Ken Pruitt, R-Port St. Lucie. The legislative session ends May 4. Some say lawmakers will have to return to settle the property
tax debate. The linchpin will be how deeply devoted Rubio is to the concept of raising sales taxes. [The Ledger, 4/25/07]
According To Grover Norquist, Rubio’s Sales Tax Increase Proposal Did Not Violate The Taxpayer Protection
Pledge Because It Would Cause A Net Decrease In Taxes For Property Owners. “A caller asked Buzz how House
Speaker Marco Rubio and other House members can sign the Taxpayer Protection Pledge and still support a plan that raises
the sales tax by 2.5 cents. By signing the pledge, ‘candidates and incumbents solemnly bind themselves to oppose any and all
tax increases.’ The pledge is the product of Grover Norquist’s American for Tax Reform, but Norquist recently wrote a letter
standing by Rubio. It doesn’t violate the pledge, Norquist said, because property owners would see a net decrease in taxes.”
[St. Petersburg Times, 4/22/07]
Rubio Would Have Saved $11,927 If His Original Property Tax Plan Was Passed. “MARCO RUBIO, Miami House
speaker Estimated income $329,916 Bought home $550,000, Dec.2005 Market Value $503,662 Taxable value $478,662 2005
Tax N/A 2006 Tax $12,826 Projected sales tax addition $899 Proposed Houseplan saving $11,927.” [The Stuart News,
4/22/07]
After Rejecting Rubio’s Property Tax Plan The Senate Passed Its Own More Modest Proposal. “The Senate plan
would offer a modest tax break to property owners, trimming about $1.1 billion from the $30.5 billion in property taxes
collected by local governments statewide. It also would freeze tax rates until 2009, offer tax breaks to first-time homebuyers
and let longtime Save Our Homes beneficiaries take their savings to a new home. The House wants to roll back taxes by more
than $6 billion and give voters the option to replace all property taxes on resident homeowners with a 2.5-cent sales tax
increase. Senators say their plan would deliver $12.3 billion in relief over five years, while the House plan would cut taxes as
much as $35 billion. But the sales-tax idea failed to draw any support from Senate Republicans or Democrats.” [The NewsPress, 4/20/07]
Rubio’s Rollback Of Property Taxes Passed The House Unanimously, The Sales Tax Increase Swap Passed The
House 78-40; Plan Was Dead In The Senate. “Months of debating over how best to lower property taxes came to this on
Wednesday: The state House of Representatives couldn’t settle on one plan, so it passed two. The most popular, a proposal to
slash taxes an average of 19 percent for all property owners in the state and require deep cuts in government spending, won
unanimous approval. The other plan, to ask voters to wipe out taxes on homestead property in exchange for a hike in sales
taxes, was the preferred choice of House Speaker Marco Rubio but mustered only a party-line vote of 78-40. Rubio’s plan is
likely dead in the Senate, where leaders say they have unanimous support for their bipartisan plan to scale back all property
taxes 7.6 percent without raising sales taxes to do it.” [The Miami Herald, 4/19/07]
Rubio’s Original Property Tax Plan Had “Fuzzy” Math When It Came To How Much It Would Save Taxpayers As
The Savings Kept Increasing. “Fuzzy math and political theater dominated the Capitol on Tuesday as two sharply different
plans to cut property taxes dueled for support. Epitomizing the posturing between House and Senate Republicans was an
ever-escalating estimate of just how much their respective plans would save Floridians. After days of saying their complicated
plan would save Floridians about $11 billion in reduced property taxes over the next five years, senators said Tuesday that
they’d discovered it would actually save more than $12 billion. House Republicans wouldn’t be outdone. Last week, House
Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, said his plan would save Floridians $25 billion over the next five years. Suddenly, that
number morphed to $35 billion Tuesday, a 40 percent adjustment.” [The Ledger, 4/18/07]
Local Governments Argued That A Simple Majority Passage Of Rubio’s Proposal To Rollback Local Taxes To
2000-2001 Levels Were Illegal. “When lawmakers want to tell local governments to stop collecting tax money, how
forcefully must they tell them? The answer could play a role in coming weeks, and could force Republicans leaders to find a

property tax bill that can win a broad consensus, rather than a mere majority of only GOP members. The state constitution
appears to spell out what’s needed in Article 7, Section 18, stating that the legislature cannot ‘reduce the authority that
municipalities or counties have to raise revenues’ except by ‘approval of each house of the legislature by two-thirds of the
membership.’ House Speaker Marco Rubio and his leaders, however, have said they do not believe they need a two-thirds vote
to pass their bill that would roll back county and city property tax collections to the 2000-01 level, adjusted for growth and
inflation, but only a simple majority. ‘I’m sure we have folks who will look at that and bring that up. I, personally, have not
been looking at that a lot,’ Rubio said. Their reasoning: Because the bill lets local governments break the cap with a
supermajority vote, the rollback doesn’t truly reduce authority to collect taxes. ‘Our guys would disagree with that
interpretation,’ said John Wayne Smith, a lobbyist for the Florida League of Cities. ‘If that bill were to pass ... there would be
definite grounds for local governments (to file legal challenges) on that issue.’” [Palm Beach Post, 4/17/07]
In A Quinnipiac University Poll Voters Rated Eliminating Local Property Tax For Any State Tax As a “Bad Idea”
By A 51-36; Specifically Opposed Rubio’s Plan 48 To 44%. “A new Quinnipiac University poll has troubling news for
House Speaker Marco Rubio and his push to swap property taxes for a higher sales tax. By a 51 percent to 34 percent margin,
voters say eliminating local property taxes and replacing them with any state tax is a ‘bad idea’ in general. Voters oppose 48
percent to 44 percent the specific Rubio plan of eliminating property taxes on primary residences and replacing the revenue
with a 2.5-cent sales-tax increase. Still, 63 percent of voters agree with Rubio that the sales tax is more fair than the property
tax. Peter Brown, assistant director of the Quinnipiac University Polling Institute, said it’s not surprising that voters are giving
mixed reviews to Rubio’s property-tax overhaul. ‘There’s no clear direction here for policymakers,’ Brown said. ‘But I don’t
think that’s terribly surprising. These are complicated issues that take legislators months to grapple with.’” [Orlando Sentinel,
3/30/07]
An Organization Known as “Floridians For Property Tax Reform” Were Formed To Advocate Rubio’s Property Tax
Agenda In The Senate. “The Senate slowdown (on property taxes) came even as a group of business leaders and activists
from around the state launched an organization called Floridians for Property Tax Reform, promising mailers, radio spots and
newspaper ads designed to prod lawmakers toward putting sweeping tax changes on the ballot this year. Their chief target: the
Senate. There’s ‘not a real sense of urgency out there,’ said Maureen France, co-chair of the group and member of a Volusia
County-based organization called Volusia Tax Reform. “We can’t afford to let a leadership deficit rule the day and have this
issue go unresolved.” [Orlando Sentinel, 3/21/07]
Florida Today Editorial: Rubio’s Property Tax Reform Was Floundering, Would Cut Government Services, Benefit
The Rich, Budget Planning Near-Impossible, And Undermine Florida’s Credit Rating; “Lawmakers Should Dump
This Horrendous Idea.” Three weeks into Florida’s 2007 legislative session, it’s clear the House plan for property-tax reform
pushed by Republican Speaker Mark Rubio is floundering. While tax changes are definitely needed, his idea -- to end property
taxes and replace some of the revenue by adding 2.5 cents to the state’s sales tax -- is making even some members of his own
party queasy. Not to mention the Senate has been rightly cool to the proposal from the start. Getting it on the November
ballot would take a 75 percent vote by lawmakers and it’s obvious the votes aren’t there. That’s good news for the people of
Florida. Under the House plan, the state would gather up that additional 2.5 cents, then dole it out to local governments
according to a formula lawmakers devise, instead of letting the local governments closest to the people determine how to
handle revenues. The House plan also would roll back taxes to 2000 levels, annually taking away $5.8 billion -- $73.5 million
from Brevard County alone -- from the local governments that serve local needs.As if that’s not enough of a power grab, it
would cap local government growth and millage according to the Legislature’s formula, instead of letting city and county
residents call their own shots. Worst, putting services from schools to road repairs to care for the elderly at the mercy of a
volatile sales-tax-based revenue stream would make wise planning and budgeting near-impossible. Furthermore, it would
undermine Florida’s credit rating, making it far more expensive to borrow. Lawmakers should dump this horrendous idea.
[Florida Today Editorial, 3/20/07]
A Study Conducted By The Center On Budget And Policy Priorities Warned That Government Servies Would
“Greatly Reduced” If Rubio’s Property Tax Rollback and Local Government Spending Cap Was Implemented. “A
study by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities warns that government services would be greatly reduced in Florida if the
state adopts a proposed constitutional amendment to limit state and local spending. Rubio is pushing to roll back local and
state revenue collection from property taxes to 2001 levels, then restrict budget growth based on population increases and
consumer price index inflation. That would dramatically reduce property taxes, but the CBPP cautioned it would also force
cuts in services such as public schools, higher education, Medicaid and children’s health coverage.” [Tampa Bay Business
Journal, 3/20/07]



The Center On Budget and Policy Priorities Cited Colorado’s TABOR As An Example Why Rubio’s Rollback
Proposal Would Deduce Government Services Greatly. In Florida, “For example, if the proposed limit had been
adopted in Florida in 1995, the capped revenue for 2006 would have been $4.8 billion -12 percent less than it actually was.
If the cap is adopted for 2008, it would shave $2.4 billion in revenue from the state budget through 2011, the CBPP
added. Population and the consumer price index are poor indicators of the need for government spending growth, the
report asserted. The group said the formula does not account for increases in segments of the population that are more
expensive to serve, such as the elderly, or the above-average cost increases in services governments must provide, such as
health care and educational materials. The analysis was based on experiences in Colorado, the only state to adopt a similar
revenue cap. After limiting government spending with the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights (TABOR) in 1995, Colorado
plummeted to near the bottom of the national rankings in education spending per student in both public schools and
higher education, according to the CBPP. It also wound up with the highest percentage of uninsured children in the
nation. In 2005, TABOR was suspended for five years after many chambers of commerce complained it was hurting
Colorado’s economy. The gap between you and other states would grow even more if a TABOR-like proposal was
enacted,” she said. ‘These limits can cause the same sort of deterioration of services in Florida as they did in Colorado.’”
[Tampa Bay Business Journal, 3/20/07]

Rubio’s Property Tax Swap For Sales Tax Increase Troubles Economists and Local Government Officials; Would
Cut School Funding By $750 Million. “House Speaker Marco Rubio wants to ask voters to swap their home taxes for an
extra 2.5 cents on almost everything they buy. While it sounds like a promise to pay less, narrowing Florida’s tax base troubles
some economists and school and local government officials who would have to rely on a slower-growing, less stable source of
money. ‘You don’t want to put all your eggs in one basket,’ said analyst Kurt Wenner with Florida TaxWatch, a government
funding watchdog group. The House plan would shift schools, funded now on a diet of steadily growing home values, to
budgets based on how well washing machines and automobiles are selling. In that environment, a replay of an economic year
like 2001 would force Florida to cut $1.9 billion from state spending, including $750 million intended for schools even as
enrollment continues to swell. ‘The only buffer is going to be the Legislature’s willingness to hold us harmless when there is a
downturn,’ said Wayne Blanton, executive director of the Florida School Boards Association. Since sales taxes have grown
more slowly than property taxes, the swap means less money for local government down the road. State records also show the
swap would have its greatest impact on educating children, making sales taxes the source of 58 percent of school funding.
Property taxes are now the largest source of funding for public school budgets.” [The News-Press, 3/18/07]
Rubio Stated That ‘I’m A Tax Cutter. I’m Doing Property Taxes’ As The Reason Why Vouchers Were Not A Focus
During the 2007 Session. “House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, the state leader who many assumed would be
Bush’s ideological heir, said he still supports vouchers but has his own battles to win. ‘I’m a tax cutter. I’m doing property
taxes,’ Rubio said. ‘It’s always a priority,’ he said of school choice. ‘It’s just that other issues have kind of captured the
attention. Property tax is an all-consuming deal, you know, and it’s taking up a lot of our time.’” [Palm Beach Post, 3/17/07]
The House Policy And Budget Council Voted 24-7 To Cut $5.8 (Other Sources Say $5.5) Billion From Property Tax
Revenue And Give The Average Homeowner A 19 Percent Cut, Which Was Part Of The Original Proposal. “A
House committee spared hospitals and Florida’s poorest counties from the budget ax Friday, but had no sympathy for larger
or growing counties as it passed a Republican-sponsored bill to cut $5.8 billion in property taxes statewide. The House Policy
and Budget Council voted 24-7, largely along party lines, to shear Miami-Dade’s budget $720 million and Broward’s budget
$226 million to give the average homeowner a 19 percent cut in property taxes this year. Commercial property owners and
those who own second homes in Florida would also see hefty property tax relief. Democrats tried unsuccessfully to spare
police, firefighters, senior health care and even homeland security requirements from the cuts, but their amendments were
rejected by Republicans. House Republicans agreed, however, to shield hospital taxing districts, 30 small rural counties and
special taxing districts that help with children’s programs from the budget rollback.” [The Miami Herald, 3/17/07]
Rubio’s Property Plan Rollback Evolved After Facing Criticism From Local Governments. “Facing intense criticism
over their plan to cut property taxes, House Republicans have agreed to considerable changes to lessen the impact on local
governments. A proposed rollback of property tax levels to the 2003-04 fiscal year is three years later than originally proposed.
That could save counties millions. Specifics were not available Wednesday afternoon. Also, some rural counties would be
exempt from the rollback, as would hospital taxing districts - resolving concerns the proposal would have devastating effects
on small counties and some agencies. The changes affect legislation that would amend the state constitution. The House
remains firm in its desire to replace all property taxes on homesteads in favor of a 2.5 percent sales tax increase. But local
governments have lambasted the rollback proposal, which also includes a cap on future revenue growth.” [St. Petersburg
Times, 3/15/07]

Rubio’s Altered Rollback Would Impact Amount To $3.8 Billion Of Local Government Cuts Instead Of The
Original $5.8 Billion; Sales Tax Proposal Was “Still In Flux.” “Local governments could get a break under a revised taxcut plan from House Republican leaders, while taxpayers still could save billions. A retooled constitutional proposal still would
eliminate homesteaded property taxes and raise the state sales tax by 2 1/2 cents on the dollar to make up the difference. But
local governments would not have to roll back other property taxes as far as under an earlier plan. They would roll back to
2003- 04 levels, rather than 2000-01 levels, before capping annual increases. The savings to non-homesteaded taxpayers -- and
the impact on local governments -- would be an estimated $3.9 billion, compared to about $5.8 billion in the earlier plan.”
[News-Journal, 3/16/07]
Rubio Solicited Ideas To Help Renters During The Property Tax Debate. “House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West
Miami, and other high-ranking Republicans say they are soliciting ideas from interest groups and fellow lawmakers on how to
revamp a proposed tax-cut package so that it would also deliver savings to the more than 2 million Floridians who live in
apartments or homes that belong to others. The original blueprint drawn by House Republicans was fiercely criticized as a
bonanza for rich homeowners. ‘We’re still exploring ways we can deliver relief to renters,’ Rubio said late Monday. ‘We’re
working with some folks, on how to pass it on to renters through the creation of a [renter’s] exemption or something of the
kind. We’re open to that. We’re open to anything.’” [Sun-Sentinel, 3/14/07]
Orlando Sentinel Column: Rubio’s Property Tax Proposal Ensured The Potential For Rubio To Become A GOP
Star; “Rubio Walks Away A Huge Winner, With Statewide Name Recognition And An Unlimited Political Future.”
After discussing Rubio’s proposal, Mike Thomas writes,”But this column is about strategy. And Rubio’s plan is brilliant
politics. The property tax is the most hated tax in Florida. And so why should Rubio compromise? If other lawmakers try to
block him, guess who loses that battle in the public arena? Would you want to run for office on the platform that you opposed
getting rid of property taxes? Everyone in Tallahassee from Charlie Crist on down has promised there will be property-tax
relief this session. So who blinks first if Rubio stands his ground? If he loses in Tallahassee, he simply takes his idea to the
people. He leads a campaign to gather enough petition signatures to put his idea on the ballot. Home builders and the realestate industry, which are facing a meltdown in the residential real-estate market, would give him every dime he needs to do it.
The proposal would have to pass by a two-thirds vote. Even with that threshold, it should win. The “super-voters” in Florida
are senior citizens and longtime residents. They are homeowners. In your selfish heart of hearts, when you are all alone in that
voting booth, would you trade off your $3,000 property-tax bill for paying a few hundred dollars a year more in sales taxes?
You take the money. And Rubio walks away a huge winner, with statewide name recognition and an unlimited political future.
[Orlando Sentinel Mike Thomas, 3/13/07]
Local Governments Braced For Cuts As Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Was Debated; Rubio Said ‘If You Make Us
Choose Between Defending Government And Defending People, We’re Going To Defend People.’ As the debate
continued on Rubio’s property tax plan, local officials were drafting potential cuts. “Jacksonville officials have gone so far as to
draft a list of potential cuts. They said almost every area of city government could feel the ax. Taking $51 million out of
Jacksonville’s $902 million budget would mean cutting Sheriff John Rutherford’s budget by 3 percent, putting an end to public
incentives for business expansion and relocation and shutting down three fire stations and three library branches. It would also
mean closing branch libraries on the weekends, almost entirely eliminating public-service grants and reducing programs that
help the elderly, disabled, those with mental-health issues and veterans. Many counties are making plans based on worst-case
scenarios, but even less-severe cuts could be damaging, they say. Peyton sent House Speaker Marco Rubio a letter this week to
express his concerns. Rubio said Friday that although he can think of no way Duval County could be exempted from the
legislation, he believes the sales-tax increase included in the con-stitutional amendment would make up any inequity. “For
years, people all over the state have lists of things they’re unable to pay for, just like the mayor has done, because of their
climbing property taxes,” Rubio said. “If you make us choose between defending government and defending people, we’re
going to defend people.” [Florida Times-Union, 3/10/07]
The Part Pertained To Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Which Called For The Roll Back Of Local Property Taxes To The
Year 2000 Levels And Allowed Modest Adjustments For Population Growth And Inflation Passed Committee On
The Second Day Of The Session. On the second day of the 2007 legislature, the part of the Rubio plan which called for
property taxes to roll back at the year 2000 level and allowed for modest adjustment based on population growth and inflation
passed committee. Democrats complained that the vote was rushed. “The bill approved Wednesday would force cities,
counties and other districts to roll back their property-tax collections to 2000 levels, allowing modest adjustments for
population growth and inflation. Backers predict the rollback would produce a statewide tax cut of 19 percent. But because the
rollback does not apply to school property taxes, the actual hit to cities and counties would be even higher. The proposal also
would cap how much property-tax collections could grow. ‘What is the rush? This is only day two of a 60-day session,’ said
Rep. Franklin Sands, D-Weston.” [Orlando Sentinel, 3/8/07]

The Rollback Of Property Taxes Passed The House Government Efficiency And Accountability Council, Still
Needs To Pass The House Policy And Budget Committee; Following Committee Passage Of Rubio’s Roll Back Of
Property Taxes, A Senate Republican Said ‘It’s Garbage.’ On “Wednesday, a bill that would cut property taxes by 19
percent statewide was approved 10-5 on a party-line vote in the House Government Efficiency and Accountability Council.
The bill has another council stop before going to the entire chamber. The bill would immediately cut taxes and restrict future
property taxes from passing the inflation rate. One top Senate Republican, though, said privately that the legislature doesn’t
have authority to restrict taxing powers cities and counties constitutionally have. ‘It’s garbage,’ he said. House leaders say they
do have the authority but have identified the question as a potential legal problem and included the growth limits in a
proposed constitutional amendment.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/8/07]


At Council Hearing, Local Official Stated That Fees Would “Offset Tax Savings That Low- Or Middle-Income
Families Receive.” “On Wednesday, council Republicans acknowledged another potential problem: more expensive user
fees from counties and cities. Broward County Commissioner Ilene Liberman, the only elected official to address the
council, said such fees would probably offset tax savings that low- or middle-income families receive. Rep. Julio Robaina,
R-Miami, suggested broadening the bill to include user fees under the inflation cap but did not offer an amendment. The
bill (HB 7001) is part of a two-pronged approach from House GOP leaders to diminish property taxes. The bill would
create new tax rates for this budget year by returning to the 2001 bill and adding six years of inflation. Future rates could
grow only by inflation unless city or county commissions override with a supermajority.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/8/07]

In Rubio’s Opening Speech Of the 2007 Regular Session Was Mostly About Property Taxes, Did Mention
Education And Children’s Health Care. “Rubio’s 10-minute speech detailed his plans for the next two months. On
education, Rubio said he wanted to do away with Sunshine State Standards and replace it with ‘a world-class curriculum.’ He
said all students should graduate certified in a career or prepared to attend college. Rubio said it is the legislature’s “obligation”
to help the state’s most vulnerable children learn by addressing unstable homes, dangerous neighborhoods and limited access
to health care. ‘It doesn’t matter how good their curriculum is, how small their class size is or how much their teacher makes,’
Rubio said. ‘A child with three strikes against him is going to struggle to learn and to progress unless you address those three
strikes.’ Rubio said global warming, dependence on foreign oil sources and capitalism have created opportunities
“unimaginable just a few short years ago.’ ‘Today Florida has the opportunity to pursue bold energy policies, not just because
they’re good for our environment but because people can actually make money in doing it,” Rubio said. But Rubio
acknowledged much of the next 60 days would be spent debating the best way to lower property taxes. ‘Runaway property
taxes threaten the standard of living of millions and millions of Floridians,’ he said. ‘We must pass meaningful, comprehensive
and immediate tax relief this session.’” [Palm Beach Post, 3/7/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Would Impact Veterans Low-Income Seniors, And Tourists Adversely. “Rubio
wants to do away with property taxes altogether on a homeowner’s primary residence. He would replace the revenue by
increasing the state sales tax from 6 percent to 8.5 percent. At the same time, he would cap the growth in spending by local
governments. Have you heard of a lead balloon? Rubio’s plan would benefit the wealthy the most and his ‘trickle down’ theory
of aiding the poor is indeed, as it is often described, ‘voodoo economics.’ The switch to a sales tax also would cost military
veterans with a 100 percent service- connected disability who are exempt from paying property taxes on a homestead. They
would pay higher sales taxes, when now they pay nothing in property taxes. Low-income seniors, the blind and the disabled, all
of whom qualify for additional homestead exemptions, wouldn’t necessarily benefit from Rubio’s plan, either. And then
there’s the nervousness about making Florida’s sales tax the highest in the nation. That could send more shoppers to the
Internet and tourists to other states with lower rates.” [Ronald Littlepage Florida Times-Unions, 3/6/07]
Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Was Not Popular With Retailers. Florida retailers were concerned about the new burden they
would face if home property taxes were eliminated and that sales would decrease. “But hitching $7.78 billion in tax burden to
the horsepower of retail sales concerns Florida retailers. A lot. So much so that Florida Retail Federation CEO Rick McAllister
spent the days following Rubio’s press conference making retailers’ displeasure known to House leaders. ‘I think the biggest
issue is what its does to our economy,’ McAllister said. ‘You are dealing with a state here whose [economic] base is retail. Our
supposition is that sales would go down.’” [South Florida Business Journal, 3/5/07]
Rubio’s Assertion That The Part of Property Tax Plan Where Local Property Taxes Are Rolled Back And Local
Government Spending Were Capped Could Be Implemented Without A Constitutional Amendment Was Viewed As
“Problematic.” “Because Rubio’s proposed elimination of homestead property taxes also would create a new tax, it would
require approval by two-thirds, not the usual 60 percent, of voters to be adopted. The speaker’s proposal that a law rather than
a constitutional amendment is sufficient to roll back local property taxes as well as cap local government spending is also

problematic, said Senate Democratic Leader Steve Geller. ‘It’s not clear that they can mandate this. Local governments have
certain constitutional rights, and charter counties have other constitutional rights. I am not completely convinced that they’re
correct that this can be done by statute,’ said Geller, a Hallandale Beach attorney.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/5/07]
Rubio Forced The Two Top House Republicans To Resign Their Leadership Posts After They Voted Against The
Property Insurance Bill The House And Senate Drew Up. “Following the January special session on insurance, Rubio
demanded that two top House Republicans resign their leadership posts after they voted against the insurance bill that the
House and Senate drew up. Rubio will say publicly only that people who agreed to serve on leadership posts knew what was
expected of them.” [The Miami Herald, 3/4/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Had The Potential To Work Because It Was “Out Of The Box.” “Obstacles to
passage conceded, it bears noting that the proposal sparkles with philosophical merit, not the least of which is that it would lift
the state’s self-renewing lien on owner-occupied residences. Floridians never own their homes, no matter what the lender says.
Twenty years after the mortgage-burning ceremony, the homeowner who fails to meet his property tax burden can see the
house auctioned on the courthouse steps. Additionally, Rubio’s concept would help concentrate the minds of folks on the
receiving end of public services who rarely give much thought to who pays for them; this instructional trade-off offers a
much-needed civics lesson at a low, per-capita price. Someone who spent $10,000 on sales-tax-eligible merchandise in a year
(not a small figure) would see his tax burden rise only $250. An additional $6 billion would be returned to Florida’s most solid
citizens - homeowners - with most of it being plowed back into the state economy, boosting real estate, retailers, and more.
Here’s hoping legislators don’t wilt under a barrage of unimaginative, scolding editorials. Speaker Rubio’s notion, however
radical, is so far out of the box it just might produce wondrous results.” [Tom Jackson Tampa Tribune, 3/4/07]
Column: Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Showed That His Real Priority Was To Shrink Local Government. “So for all the
potential appeal of abolishing the property tax, the bigger priority in Rep. Rubio’s plan may be shrinking local government in
Florida, with an exception for school districts. Colorado passed a similar plan in 1992. In 2005, voters undid it because services
had declined so much. There’s no way to tell how the dramatic cutback in spending would affect individual counties and cities.
The House has a formula that shows how much different governments would lose, but it’s just a formula. No one can tell
whether the higher sales tax really would make up the lost property taxes.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/4/07]
Rubio Claimed His Property Tax Plan Would Result In The “Largest Single Tax Cut In State History.” “Eliminating
property taxes for those who declare a Florida home as their primary residence would result in the largest single tax cut in state
history, said House Speaker Marco Rubio. ‘I have constituents who have paid off their mortgages who now have to pay their
property tax with credit cards or with new loans,’ said Rubio, R-West Miami. ‘This is asking voters to make a change.’” [South
Florida Sun-Sentinel, 3/4/07]
Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Was Based On Donna Arduin, His Budget Consultant And Who Has Worked In
California and New York’s Budget Office. “Arduin, who worked in the budget offices of Bush, California Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger and New York Gov. George Pataki, also has ties to a consulting firm that supported the economics of what
fiscal conservatives call the Fair Tax, a 23 percent national sales tax in exchange for abolishing the IRS and eliminating federal
income tax. Strengthening an economy with fewer taxes has been the calling card of Arthur Laffer, who runs a consulting firm
with Arduin. He was once an adviser to former President Reagan and is known as the ‘father of supply-side economics.’ Laffer
and Arduin are also working for Georgia’s House speaker, who announced in January his plan to eliminate property taxes in
exchange for a 5 percent income tax and 5 percent sales tax.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/4/07]
Florida House Economists Predicted That Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Would Generate Billions In State Personal
Income, Thousands Of Jobs And New Residents; Proposal Faced Steep Odds Of Passage. “House economists predict
the GOP proposal would generate a $16.1 billion increase in state personal income by 2014, create more than 8,000 jobs and
induce 4,900 more people to move to Florida. Critics, including some business organizations, say having the nation’s highest
sales tax would discourage businesses from moving here and chase economic activity to Georgia or Alabama. Local
governments, meanwhile, have screamed that cutting property tax revenues by a statewide average of 29 percent for counties
and 38 percent for cities would decimate a laundry list of local services. Steep odds The Legislature could lower all property
taxes without a statewide referendum. Eliminating homesteaders’ taxes and raising the sales tax would require a three-fourths
vote in the 120-member House and 40- member Senate to put it on the ballot this year. Republicans hold a 79-41 House
majority and a 26-14 Senate edge, which means some Democrats would have to support it in both chambers. Otherwise,
lawmakers would need a three-fifths majority in both chambers to place the measure on the 2008 ballot. Voters would have to
approve it by a two-thirds majority because it involves raising taxes.” [The News-Press 3/4/07]

Executive Director Of The Associated Industries Of Florida Said That Florida Could Go Bankrupt If A Hurricane
Occurred If That House Passed Rubio’s Property Tax Plan. “‘You could be looking at the bankruptcy of the first state in
the country,” Bishop said. Associated Industries opposes the House plan to replace property taxes with a sales-tax increase
because it believes that the sales-tax option must be held in reserve to bail the state out, even temporarily, if a mega-storm hits.
“It doesn’t take an Andrew to do it all,” said Bishop, referring to the hurricane that hit South Florida in 1992. ‘All it takes is a
little old Wilma.” “That’s his opinion,” Rubio responded. [The Miami Herald, 3/4/07]
Editorial: Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Was Reckless And Unfair. “The line between bold and reckless has been erased in
the Florida House. A Republican plan to cap government revenues, abolish property taxes for homesteads and enact the
nation’s highest sales tax is so irresponsible and poorly designed it would be laughed off if it wasn’t backed by House Speaker
Marco Rubio and his leadership team. They have created a risky scheme that would make a broken tax system more unfair,
undermine the state’s tenuous financial stability and erode our quality of life. The most politically enticing element of the plan
calls for voters to consider eliminating property taxes on all homesteaded property, which would trigger an increase in the sales
tax by 2.5 cents. That is just as ludicrous as proposals by fiscal conservatives to replace the federal income tax with a national
sales tax. It also reflects a lack of understanding about state tax policy and history.” [St. Petersburg Times Editorial, 2/28/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Made The Poor Get Poorer. “Their [Rubio’s] idea: Do away with all property taxes
for homesteaders. Give just a modest reduction, probably temporary, on tax rates for non-homestead property, and offset the
revenue loss with a roughly 3-percentage-point sales tax increase. Yes, the tax on homesteaded McMansions would be zilch.
Imagine that. The big winners under our current system would win even more. Way, way more. That’s some reform. No
doubt many non-homestead McMansion owners who don’t exactly live here would soon decide that they should become
homesteaders to get in on a deal that good. But working-class renters unable to swing a home purchase? All they’d get is a big
tax hike. Their rent bill would still include the part that pays the landlord’s big tax bill, but they’d also get that whopping sales
tax hike. A sales tax hits the working class much harder than the well off. People with little money have to spend most of what
they make. And unlike the well off, they spend very little of it out-of-state during expensive trips.” [Tom Lyons Op-Ed
Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 3/1/07]
Column: Rubio Was Wrong When He Stated That The Property Tax Is The Most Regressive Of All Taxes. “‘On top
of gaming,’ Rubio told Jim DeFede on WINZ, ‘there is no more regressive tax than the property tax because it in no way
reflects your income.’ Rubio explained that a person who loses his job will pay less sales tax and federal income tax, but would
still be stuck with that property tax bill. ‘Your property tax bears no resemblance whatsoever to your ability to pay it,’ Rubio
said. “No one’s talking about how regressive the property tax is.” ‘What’s he smoking?’ asked Jim Smith, the Pinellas County
property appraiser, after hearing about Rubio’s comments. ‘The most regressive tax is the sales tax, by far.’ Smith, a
Republican, says the wild fluctuations in the revenue generated by a sales tax make it a risky move to increase the state’s
dependence on it. ‘If you’re banking on the sales tax, hang on, baby, because you’re in for a ride,’ Smith said. Smith’s not
alone. Orlando economist Hank Fishkind said Rubio’s analysis would be right if all low-income people owned homes, and
thus would benefit from the property tax break. ‘The reality is, most low income people are not property owners,’ Fishkind
said. ‘That’s where the potential disconnect is.’ Two major business groups, the Florida Retail Federation and Associated
Industries of Florida, also say the sales tax is highly regressive - because it hits those who can least afford it the hardest.” [Steve
Bousquet St. Petersburg Times, 3/3/07]
The News-Press Editorial: Rubio’s Property Tax Plan A “Reckless Political Gimmick That Could Backfire
Disastrously.” The News-Press wrote an editorial that called Rubio’s property tax plan a “reckless political gimmick that
could backfire disastrously.” The board writes that increasing the sales tax could fail if does not raise the necessary funds for
necessities like the police. [The News- Press, 2/28/07]
Rubio Said That The Working Class Depended ‘On People’s Leftover Money’ When He Defended His Property
Tax Plan. ‘I was raised on other people’s leftover money,’ Rubio, 35, said on the Jim DeFede Show, whose station WINZAM 940 identifies itself as the ‘resource for progressive talk radio.’ ‘When people spent their money, they spent it in the places
where my parents worked.’ He went on: ‘And I’m telling you that this property tax cut will create $6-billion in disposable
income. And what that means in real terms is that people who now mow their lawns will hire someone to do it. ... People who
now maintain their own pools will hire someone to do it. ... And that helps the working class. ...The more disposable income
there is, the faster the working class can join, can grow into the ranks of home ownership, can send their kids to college, etc. I
know. I was raised on disposable income.’” Rubio contends that the property tax is more regressive than the sales tax - a point
he made before the St. Petersburg Times editorial board. A person can lose his job, he said, but the property taxes may keep
increasing with higher property values.” [St. Petersburg Times, 2/27/07]

Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Was Seen As Unfair To Renters. “And now, if a new tax proposal is passed, the Fort
Lauderdale resident complains, homeowners are going to reap a tax bonus financed, in part, by tenants like her, for whom the
only certain change will be higher sales tax on everyday items like gas and clothing. “It’s not fair to everybody else,” said
Fleming, a medical service technician with the Coast Guard, who shares her apartment with roommates to pay the $2,100-amonth rent. If adopted in full, the plan would eliminate property taxes for Florida homeowners who live in their homes yearround, while charging everybody an extra 2.5 percent in state sales tax, from 6 to 8.5 percent, to replace the lost revenue. That
works out to $665 a year more in sales tax for a family earning $30,000 a year, according to the Washington D.C.-based
Institute on Taxation & Economic Policy. And while all Floridians, homeowners and tenants, would pay the higher sales tax,
renters wouldn’t necessarily derive any benefit from the cut in property taxes.” [Sun-Sentinel, 2/25/07]
Tallahassee Democrat Editorial: Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Would Exacerbate Class Antagonism. Mary Ann Lindley
of the Tallahassee Democrat writes how Rubio’s plan would impact renters, “A few of those renters might now be able to buy
property, given no fat property tax to pay. But all who remained renters for any number of logical reasons would be paying
considerably more sales tax. And they’d have nothing to show for it except, quite possibly, resentment. Rubio’s ideological
thinking would be fascinating in concept, creative and ambitious and stunningly optimistic if human beings weren’t involved.
But it will exacerbate class antagonism, which is bad enough already.” [Tallahassee Democrat Editorial, 2/25/07]


Tallahassee Democrat Editorial: Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Would Hurt Local Governments, Rural Counties,
Low-Income Individuals, And Tourism. Mary Ann Lindley of the Tallahassee Democrat writes about the Rubio’s adverse
impact on local governments, rural counties, low-income individuals, and tourism, “Leon County and other local
governments would be challenged to pay for the things I think most of us want and need: fire protection, public safety,
roads, libraries and parks. And heaven help the low-population, poor, mostly rural counties that don’t even have much of
a retail base and were barely getting along on meager property-tax revenues. Finally, I can’t see tourists being very happy
coming here to find us having the heftiest sales tax in the nation.” [Tallahassee Democrat Editorial, 2/25/07]

Sun-Sentinel Editorial: Rubio Had Difficult Time To Sell Plan To The Public In General. The Sun-Sentinel editorial
discussed the difficulty Rubio’s plan would have to pass. However, The paper believed that the plan was more comprehensive
than Crist’s plan of increasing the homestead exemption and making the Save Our Homes coverage portable. Enter the
leadership of Florida’s House of Representatives. Speaker Marco Rubio, R-Miami, unveiled the proposal this week, and it
quickly became the talk of the state. The House’s plan calls for an immediate reduction in property tax bills by 20 percent this
year, followed by a special election to change the state Constitution. The referendum would ask voters to end the property tax
in favor of a larger sales tax. Two-thirds of Florida voters would have to approve the measure. Plans to end property tax
collections and to replace those funds with revenue generated by upping the state sales tax to 8.5 percent -- not including
additional sales tax levies imposed by counties -- understandably raise concerns. Those worries include the sales tax’s
vulnerability to economic declines and its regressive nature, which places a higher burden on lower-income people than on
affluent ones. However, Florida’s use of the sales tax moderates the impact on poorer families by exempting food, medicines
and many services.” [Editorial Sun-Sentinel, 2/24/07]


Rubio’s Property Tax Plan Also Made Floridians Ineligible For Federal income Tax Deduction. “Another
consideration that millions of Floridians must understand is that eliminating the property tax also kills an important
deduction on federal income taxes. The Internal Revenue Service code’s sales tax deduction is much less generous, and in
fact, nearly got wiped off the books this year until Congress extended it for the 2006 filings. It makes no sense to pay a tax
just to derive a deduction. But taxpayers must ask whether shifting the tax burden from property taxes to what would be
the highest sales tax in the country ultimately becomes a wash. Rubio and others say no, but they must make their case to
the public in general.” [Editorial Sun-Sentinel, 2/24/07]



Municipalities Would Have A Difficult Time Under Rubio’s Plan; Questions Of Larger County Subsidized With
The Extra Sales Tax Revenue For Smaller Counties Were Questioned. “Many municipal officials around Florida
have roundly criticized the House plan because they say it would unfairly hamstring their ability to provide services. Some
of that is exaggeration, some not. They also bring up a number of valid points that Tallahassee must answer. For example,
what happens to all the extra sales tax money? Will larger, donor counties be able to keep the lion’s share, or will they be
subsidizing other regions of the state?” [Editorial Sun-Sentinel, 2/24/07]

Rubio Criticized Crist’s Property Tax Proposal. “A day after unveiling his own plan to overhaul property taxes, House
Speaker Marco Rubio said Friday that he thinks a central plank of Gov. Charlie Crist’s property-tax plan -- making the Save
Our Homes tax-cap portable -- would be unconstitutional. ‘Yes, I do,’ Rubio told members of the Orlando Sentinel editorial

board, during a nearly hourlong meeting in which Rubio was peppered with questions about his plan, which includes a call to
eliminate property taxes on homeowners’ primary residences in exchange for a higher sales tax. Later, however, Rubio
downplayed the signs of disagreement with Crist. ‘I think ultimately what the governor wants is to lower property taxes. . . .
His job is to give us direction, and our job is to steer in that direction. And that’s what we’re trying to do here,’ he said.”
[Orlando Sentinel, 2/24/07]
National Federation Of Independent Business Opposed Rubio’s Property Tax Proposal. “The head of a group
representing small Florida businesses opposed Rubio’s plan to exchange the higher sales tax for lower property taxes during
testimony Thursday before the Senate Finance and Tax Committee. Members of the National Federation of Independent
Business are worried such a swap, while providing short-term property tax reductions, in the long run would result in higher
levies on commercial property, said federation state Director Allen Douglas. ‘Over the long term, as local governments need
revenues, simply with a unanimous vote they could get around the revenue caps and begin to tax businesses more and more,’
Douglas said. His members favor Crist’s proposal to place a 3 percent cap on annual tax increases for commercial and other
non-homestead properties similar to the one already provided for homeowners under the Save Our Homes Amendment.”
[Palm Beach Post, 2/23/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Property Tax Proposal Disproportionally Impacted The Poor; Rubio’s Counter-Argument Was
Flawed. “Despite almost universal agreement that sales taxes are regressive in that they take a disproportionately bigger bite
out of the income of poor people than they do the well off, House Speaker Marco Rubio argues that wouldn’t be the case with
the House proposal. Rubio was quoted in state newspapers as saying the sales tax wouldn’t hurt the poor because food,
medicine, services and rent are exempt from sales taxes in Florida. Excuse me, but the poor do have to buy such taxable items
as clothes, toilet paper, cars and tools. Who knows? They may even grab a hamburger at a fast-food joint every once in a
while. The poor clearly would be paying more, while the owners of million dollar mansions would make out like bandits. And
Rubio’s assertion that the poor would make up for any sales tax increase because of the end of property taxes on primary
residences is a stretch at best.” [Op-Ed Florida Times-Union, 2/23/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Property Tax Proposal: “Serious Tax Unfairness Would Continue.” “There’s no denying the political
appeal of the House plan. Legislators would take the first step. They would roll back local government collections from
property taxes -- with an exception for school districts -- to the 2000-01 budget year. Not coincidentally, that was just before
the speculator-driven, cheap-money housing bubble drove up property values and allowed local government to keep the tax
rate the same or lower it, yet still collect more in taxes. Thereafter, the rate of growth for local government spending could
increase only by a formula involving population growth and inflation. Exceeding that limit would require a supermajority vote
of the governing body. According to House leaders, property-tax bills would drop an average of 19 percent statewide. More of
the savings would go to snowbirds and owners of commercial property and second homes, since they are not sheltered by
Save Our Homes. According to the House, property owners would get nearly $6 billion in relief. Local government would lose
that much in revenue. The second step would be up to voters. The House proposes a constitutional amendment to abolish the
property tax for primary residences. If that passed, the Legislature would raise the sales tax from 6 percent to 8.5 percent -highest in the nation. Supposedly, the $7.8 billion in new sales taxes would offset the lost property taxes. A spokeswoman says
that Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, considers this proposal a “conversation starter.” So, we’ll start. Under the House
plan, serious tax unfairness would continue. The benefits for the wealthy are certain. The benefits for the less-affluent are less
certain, as are the benefits for businesses and second-home owners. The spending rules for local government seem
dangerously arbitrary and could hurt smaller, property tax-dependent agencies.” [Op-Ed Palm Beach Post, 2/23/07]


Rubio’s Property Tax Proposal Was also Criticized With Regards To Increasing The Sales Tax, “Collections Are
Less Predication Than Property-Tax Revenues.” “Also, the House does everything wrong with the sales tax.
Collections are less predictable than property-tax revenues, which could set up an annual fight for money, especially if the
state has a slow tourism year. Florida retailers would be less competitive, and the real sales tax would be higher in many
counties. Palm Beach, Martin and St. Lucie have passed increases for local projects. Under the insurance reform the
Legislature passed last month, the state might need to raise the sales tax to replenish the Hurricane Catastrophe Fund. The
Legislature should be closing sales-tax loopholes, not raising the tax. The House plan would set up lots of politicians for
successful campaigns in 2008. It could set up Florida for a new set of tax problems that last long after 2008.” [Op-Ed
Palm Beach Post, 2/23/07]

Op-Ed: Part Of Rubio’s Property Tax Proposal Capped The “Growth In Revenues For Local Governments By
Tying To A Formula Based On Population Growth And The Consumer Price Index.” “Part of the House’s proposal
would cap the growth in revenues for local governments by tying increases to a formula based on population growth and the
Consumer Price Index. It’s projected that would cost local governments statewide $5.8 billion annually. House leaders have

been beating the drum that local governments have been spending wildly - I would challenge them to find huge cuts in the city
of Jacksonville’s budget - but there’s a flaw in their reasoning. The Consumer Price Index is based on prices for an urban
household. As Fishkind & Associates pointed out in an analysis prepared for the Florida Association of Counties, government
is not an urban household. Government doesn’t spend much money on food, like a household, but it spends a ton on such
things as construction, property insurance, health insurance, fuel and pension benefits. And costs in those areas have
skyrocketed compared to the Consumer Price Index.” [Op-Ed Florida Times-Union, 2/23/07]
Local Governments Were Skeptical Of The Rubio Plan; Services Would Be Cut. “Rubio set forth sweeping tax-reform
proposals Wednesday, boasting that Florida taxpayers would save up to $5.8 billion. But several local leaders panned the
proposal, saying reduced revenues would force local governments to slash services. Leaders were even more unsure of the farreaching consequences the House’s proposals would have on local governments’ ability to provide for their residents. Phase II
of Rubio’s plan would ask voters to accept eliminating property taxes in favor of higher sales-tax rates and capping local
government budgets. If all of the House’s proposals were implemented as proposed, Manatee County government would face
up to $100 million in lost revenue in 2008, according to Finance Director Jim Seuffert. The county collected more than $242
million in property taxes for this year’s budget. ‘The things people expect from local governments today, they won’t be able to
provide,’ Seuffert said. ‘It’s a question of what you keep, not what you cut. You keep a few things and everything else is gone.’
Services would be reduced to health, public safety and welfare, while ‘quality-of-life programs will be sacrificed,’ said County
Administrator Ed Hunzeker. He called the proposals the latest in a series of “legislative encroachments” on local
governments’ responsibilities” [The Brandenton Herald, 2/23/07]


Holmes Beach Mayor Said The Impact Of The Rubio Property Tax Plan Would Be ‘A Train Wreck.’ NonEssential Services Would Be The First To Be Cut If Rubio Property Tax Plan Passed; Capital Improvements
Would Be “Axed.” “The first programs to go in Manatee County would be nonessential services, including funding for
parks and libraries, Hunzeker said. But if the county budget were to be reduced by $30 million or more, he said, essential
services, such as law enforcement, would ‘share in the pain.’ In preparation for the worst, Hunzeker informed
Conservation Lands Director Charlie Hunsicker on Thursday that the funds ‘may not be there’ for next year. Other
department heads will likely be given a similar message when making budget requests this spring. At the very least,
Holmes Beach capital-improvement projects would be axed. But a complete elimination of property tax on homesteaded
properties would ruin the city, forcing it to shut down, city officials said. ‘It’ll be a train wreck,’ said Holmes Beach Mayor
Rich Bohnenberger.” [The Brandenton Herald, 2/23/07]



Rubio Property Tax Proposal Created Uncertainty For Local Governments. “The far-reaching proposals make it
difficult to plan for the near term. Manatee’s intergovernmental coordinator and Tallahassee liaison, Amy Merrill, said
local officials will continue to work with Gov. Charlie Crist, the House and the Senate to iron out a proposal that’s
acceptable to taxpayers and local governments. ‘We’re somewhat perplexed as to what the actual implications will be and
as to what will ultimately come out,’ Merrill said. ‘It’s a rather difficult situation to be in to make plans for the future and
we don’t know how much money we have to work with.’” [The Brandenton Herald, 2/23/07]



Local Cuts That Occurred If The Rubio Property Tax Proposal Passed: Local Police, Fire, Parks, And Libraries.
“If Phase 2, a constitutional initiative, is passed by voters, taxes on homestead properties would be eliminated… Up to
$100 million could be cut from the county’s [Manatee] budget of $606 million. Some services, including parks and
libraries, could receive significantly less funding. Law enforcement budgets might also be cut. Fire districts could see a loss
in ad valorem tax revenue, which is based on the value of a home. If fire services decline because of a lack of funds, home
insurance companies could make it another reason to increase rates. An average 20 percent reduction in property tax
revenue would cut almost $3 million from the city fund that supports public safety services, including police and fire.
Utilities would not be affected by reduced property tax revenue.” [The Brandenton Herald, 2/23/07]

Op-Ed: Counties Would Not Know How To Make Up The $5.8 Billion In Lost Revenue From the Rubio Plan; Plan
Was Regressive, “Blow To Retailers,” And Would Make Scare Away Tourists. “Oh, but don’t expect the Capitol
Wizards to determine precisely how Florida’s counties and cities would make up for the $5.8 billion in lost revenue produced
by a 20 percent tax cut - which essential services would be curtailed, which roads would not be built or repaired, which EMS
stations would be closed or which public health services would be eliminated. No, that would be left to the local governments
to figure out by simply ‘spending smarter.’ As for a constitutional amendment abolishing property taxes altogether for
homesteaded property and substituting a 2-cent increase in the sales tax, one scarcely knows where to begin: First, it would
cost local governments even more lost revenue, for which their share of 2 cents of additional sales tax wouldn’t begin to
compensate. Second, it represents a regressive transfer of tax burden to the poorest Floridians, who can least afford more sales

taxes on the goods and services they need in everyday life. Third, it likely would be a big blow to retailers anywhere in north
Florida, where residents can easily drive across the Georgia, Alabama or Mississippi state lines to buy goods at a lower sales
tax. Residents living anywhere in the state contemplating a major purchase, such as a car, major appliance or fancy gift, might
choose to shop in another state as well. Fourth, it would make Florida the highest sales-tax state in the nation - ahead of even
California. Gee, do you think that might scare away any tourists? And if tourists do stay away, what will that do to Rubio’s
optimistic revenue projections?” [Op-Ed The Brandenton Herald, 2/23/07]
Part Of Rubio’s Property Tax Proposal “Would Roll Back Tax Rates Using 2000-01 Levels, Adjusted For Growth
And Inflation”; The State Would Force Local Governments “To Go Along” With The Plan By “Threating To
Withhold State Revenue-Sharing Money.” The Rubio property tax “proposal calls first for a new law to force local
governments to reduce property taxes this year by an estimated $5.77 billion statewide, or 19 percent.
For the coming budget year, lawmakers would roll back tax rates using 2000-01 levels, adjusted for growth and inflation. The
reduction would apply to cities and counties but would not affect school districts. Statewide, average savings for a
homesteaded property owner would be about $433, while it would be $767 for a non-homesteaded residential property owner,
according to the House proposal.” [News-Journal, 2/22/07]
Rubio’s Plan Called A “Nuclear Option Compared To Past Debates Over How To Make the Save Our Homes
Property Tax Lid For Homesteaders Fairer For Businesses, Snowbirds, And Renters.” “House Republicans raised the
property tax debate to a new decibel level Wednesday by proposing to eliminate property taxes on the homes of permanent
residents in exchange for the nation’s highest sales tax. House Speaker Marco Rubio said the tax shift, which voters would
have to approve, would return nearly $5.8 billion to the pockets of homeowners and cap what some legislators see as rampant
local government spending. The state would boost its sales tax from 6 percent to 8.5 percent to recoup some of the lost
revenue for cities, counties and school districts. Here’s how the numbers compute: Property tax on full-time residents’ homes
generates about $12 billion annually for the state, and that would go away under the plan. A 2.5-percent increase in the sales
tax would produce about $6.2 billion toward offsetting that loss. The difference in those numbers -- $5.8 billion -- would be
money that remains with citizens. The move is a nuclear option compared to past debates over how to make the Save Our
Homes property tax lid for homesteaders fairer for businesses, snowbirds and renters. Instead of tinkering with concepts, such
as Gov. Charlie Crist’s proposals to make Save Our Homes discounts “portable,” or doubling the $25,000 homestead
exemption, House lawmakers would blow up homesteaded property taxes altogether. [Florida Today, 2/22/07]
Rubio Hired A Consultant To Study The Elimination Of Property Taxes And Replace Lost Revenue With An
Increase Of The Sales Tax; Increase Could Go From 6% To 13.5%. “House Speaker Marco Rubio has assigned Donna
Arduin, the former budget director under former Gov. Jeb Bush whom Rubio put on a $10,000-a-month consulting contract,
to analyze the concept. Measures that have been considered range from replacing school property taxes with a several-cent
sales-tax hike to scrapping all property levies and more than doubling the state’s 6 percent sales-tax rate, to 13.5 percent. Rep.
Dennis Baxley, R-Ocala, said many lawmakers have warmed in particular to the idea of getting rid of property taxes for socalled ‘homestead properties,’ which are houses and condominiums that are their owners’ primary residences. ‘I definitely
think it’s on the table,’ Baxley said. Cities, counties and other governments are expected to collect a little more than $30 billion
in combined property taxes this year. A penny increase in the state sales tax would generate about $3.8 billion a year.”
[Orlando Sentinel, 2/20/07]
Rubio Forced Representatives Don Brown And Dennis Ross After they Voted Against The Property Insurance Bill,
Were Members Of Rubio’s Inner Circle. “State Rep. Don Brown was positioned to spend his last two years in office
among the Legislature’s elite as a member of House Speaker Marco Rubio’s inner circle. His fall from grace was steep and
sudden, the result of one vote taken before this year’s legislative session even began. It came Jan. 22 during the special session
when Brown, R-DeFuniak Springs, defied Rubio and fellow lawmakers by voting against a bill that will bring sweeping
changes to the state’s insurance industry. The bill passed 116-2 in the House and unanimously in the 40-member Senate. Rubio
had little to say about the demotions of Brown and state Rep. Dennis Ross of Lakeland, another council chair who voted
against the insurance package. He said in a Jan. 24 news release that resignations from both men had been ‘offered’ and
accepted. Brown agreed to some extent with Rubio’s terse explanation. He said he knows House leaders are expected to tow
the party line on speaker-supported legislation.” [McClatchy-Tribune Business News, 2/11/07]
Rubio Called For A Special Election To Take Place In Summer of 2007 That Dealt With Property Tax Reform.
“House Speaker Marco Rubio said today that he wants a special election this summer to deal with property tax reform. An
election on a constitutional amendment requires a three-fourths vote by the Legislature. Rubio said doubling the homestead
exemption and making Save Our Homes portable should be included, but stressed any reform must be ‘comprehensive’ and
include renters and business owners, too.” [St. Petersburg Times, The Buzz Blog, 1/24/07]



Rubio’s Proposed Constitutional Amendment Vote Was On Whether The State Should Cap Or Reduce Property
Taxes. “This summer, that question will be at the heart of a constitutional amendment campaign that the Legislature
plans to put before voters to cap or reduce property taxes -- the cash cow of local governments. The sales pitch of the
legislators and Gov. Charlie Crist: Local governments have a spending problem, not a revenue problem. After all, total
local property-tax levies statewide have increased from $12.3 billion to $30.5 billion in the past decade. House Speaker
Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, said “everything’s on the table” to solve the “peril” of high property taxes -- including their
elimination in return for an increase in sales taxes.” [The Miami Herald, 1/25/07]

In an Op-Ed, Rubio Attacked Florida’s Property Taxes. “First, our property taxes have been growing faster than our
ability to pay for them and have begun to slow Florida’s economic growth and inhibit housing affordability. Despite the Save
Our Homes amendment voters added to our Constitution in 1992, property-tax revenues in Florida have been growing faster
than personal income since 2000. Since 2000, property-tax levies have increased by 80 percent, compared with total personalincome growth of 39 percent and inflation plus population growth of 32 percent over the same period. Second, our propertytax system distorts the tax burden among different classes of property owners. We have limits on the amount that taxes can
increase each year on homesteaded property, but there are no protections for rentals or business property, resulting in
astronomical increases in property taxes. Even homeowners who have benefited from Save Our Homes are under pressure
from our property-tax system. Today, senior citizens who are downsizing to a smaller home after retirement, or young families
needing a larger home because of a new baby, are likely to see their property taxes skyrocket if they move, even if they
purchase a home worth less than the one they are selling.” [Marco Rubio, Orlando Sentinel, 1/17/07]
At The Beginning of 2007 Rubio Was Ready To Call For A Special Election On Property Taxes And Was Not Ready
To Embrace Crist’s Idea Of Doubling The Homestead Exemption. “House Speaker Marco Rubio said he is ready to call
a special election this year to change the state Constitution to reduce property taxes. But he is not ready to embrace Crist’s
plan to double the homestead exemption. ‘What we’re proposing is to look at the issue comprehensively,’ Rubio said.” [The
Miami Herald, 1/4/07]
Op-Ed: Property Tax Proposal Was Part of Rubio’s “100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future;” Sales Tax Was
Mentioned As “The Most Regressive Form Of Taxation.” “One surprising idea that not only made it into Rubio’s book
but is now being considered by the state property tax reform committee is eliminating property taxes and replacing them with
a much higher sales tax. Not only is the sales tax considered the most regressive form of taxation, but it would leave Florida
particularly vulnerable in times of economic downturns. A better idea would be to review the state’s numerous sales tax
exemptions and eliminate those that cannot be justified.” [Tampa Tribune, 12/1/06]
Rubio Announced Property Tax Reform Plan. From the press release sent by the Florida House of Representatives, the
full Rubio plan was:
 “Meaningful Property Tax Relief This Year.”
1. Effective July 1 of this year, property taxes for Floridians will be reduced by nearly 20%.
2. With an adjustment forward for a reasonable increase in the size and cost of government, local government millage will be
reduced to a rate generating the same tax revenue as was generated in the previous year.
3. The rate of growth for government will be determined by population growth plus inflation set off a base year of 2000-2001.
4. Local governments may choose to raise revenues above the capped rate through a 2/3 or a majority plus one vote,
whichever is greater, of their governing body. These limits do not apply to taxes levied for school districts, for bond
repayments, or for a two-year period when authorized by a vote of electors.
5. School district revenues would not be rolled back. [Florida House Of Representatives Press Release Via US States News,
2/21/07]
 Property Tax Reform Constitutional Amendment.
1. In a 2007 special election, voters would have the option of eliminating all property taxes on homestead property.
2. In addition to eliminating property taxes on homestead property, starting in Fiscal Year 2008-09, state revenue growth
would be limited to a reasonable amount that would be allowed under a prescribed formula that accounts for population
growth and inflation since 2001-2002.
3. For the first time, Medicaid revenues would be placed within the revenue growth limitation. Currently these revenues are
excluded from the state’s revenue limitation.
4. The state revenue limit may be exceeded in any year by a 2/3 vote of each legislative chamber.
5. The constitutional amendment would also limit the continued rapid expansion of local government by containing millage to
a rate that produces the same tax revenue as was generated in the previous year plus population growth and inflation,

excluding new construction and annexation. The revenue cap may be exceeded through a unanimous vote of the governing
body.
6. School districts would not see their budgets reduced under the House’s plan. The future growth of school district budgets
from property tax revenues would be limited by the amendment, but state government could choose to put more state revenue
into schools. [Florida House of Representatives Press Release Via US States News, 2/21/07]
 Abolishing Property Taxes on Homestead Property.
1. If the elimination of taxes on homestead property is passed by the voters, the state sales tax will be increased by 2.5 cents on
all transactions subject to sales tax to offset revenue losses to local governments, schools and other entities that used property
tax revenues.
2. This additional sales tax will be used to replace revenues lost due to the Constitutional Amendment.
3. This replacement revenue will only be implemented if voters approve the Constitutional Amendment that exempts
homestead property from property tax. [Florida House of Representatives Press Release Via US States News, 2/21/07]
 Statewide Savings for Property Owners Under House Property Tax Relief Plan
Statewide Savings This Year
$5.77 Billion Total 19% Total Savings
Average Taxpayer Savings
Homestead Property Owner: $433
Non-Homestead Residential Property Owner: $767
Commercial Property Owner: $3,353
Statewide Savings Upon Passage of Constitutional Amendment
$13.55 Billion Total Property Tax Reduction
$7.78 Billion in Sales Tax Replacement
$5.77 Billion in Total Tax Savings [Florida House of Representatives Press Release Via US States News, 2/21/07]
 Average Taxpayer Savings.
Homestead Property Owner: $2,283
Non-Homestead Residential Property Owner: $767
Commercial Property Owner: $3,353” [Florida House of Representatives Press Release Via US States News, 2/21/07]
Rubio’s Property Tax Reform Fight Of 2007 Propelled Him To The Senate Race. “Daytona Beach, February 2007: 30
people gather at a medical billing office to hear a young Miami politician. All they know about him is that he’s about to
become the speaker of the Florida House, and he supposedly shares their growing anger over property taxes and government
spending. The scene played across Florida - from Panama City to Spring Hill to Sarasota. Marco Rubio shaped anger over
soaring property taxes into the defining mark of his two years as speaker. Today, the issue has been overlooked as Rubio
stands atop the race for U.S. Senate. But that period was the foundation of his success, and it spawned another angst-ridden
movement that has fueled his campaign: the tea party. Some of the first calls Rubio made after declaring his candidacy for
Senate were to contacts he made in 2007. Partly with their help, he won a series of straw polls that represented the beginning
of the end of Crist’s run as a Republican. And while most House speakers don’t get much attention beyond Tallahassee, Rubio
enjoyed widespread exposure because of property taxes. National TV networks visited him in Miami and conservative leaders
in Washington talked him up. Rubio said the idea for the property tax plan - eliminating the tax on homesteads in favor of a
higher sales tax - grew out of his ‘100 Ideas’ concept. In the run-up to becoming speaker, he traveled the state holding socalled idea raisers with Floridians. Those suggestions were to be the basis for legislation. As the ‘tax swap’ (idea No. 96)
emerged, Rubio got speaking invites from antitax groups around the state. He also made inroads with influential Realtors and
home builders. As legislative colleagues returned home on weekends during the session, Rubio hit the road.” [St. Petersburg
Times, 7/12/10]

POST-PROPERTY TAX SWAP PLAN
Rubio Believed That Amendment One Was A Flop. “One of the most avid tax-cutting advocates, House Speaker Marco
Rubio, R-West Miami, said Amendment 1 has been a flop that will cause voters to not trust any more promises to cut taxes.
Last year, Rubio proposed a number of big property tax cuts, saying a revolutionary shift was needed to propel Florida’s
economy. He said growing concerns over gas prices, food prices and an overall dismal forecast have now crowded tax cuts out
of voters’ minds. ‘There is not a single economic indicator that you can put your finger on and say, ‘This is a cause for
optimism,’ Rubio said. ‘We saw it coming two years before it hit full force. Now the whole storm has hit and it’s not just
property taxes anymore. ‘Everyone was sold a bill of goods on Amendment 1. They aren’t even noticing a reduction,’ Rubio
said. ‘There’s just a growing cynicism to any solution to the property tax problem.’” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 7/6/08]

Rubio Said His Flip-Flop Over The “Tax Swap” Was Tactical. “Democrats have picked up eight seats since Rubio was
selected House speaker in 2006, but the West Miami Republican said the budget decisions positioned his party well for the
November elections. ‘There are people out there who depend on government who are going to be hurt by some of the
decisions we’ve made,’ Rubio said. ‘We did the best we could with the money we had.’ The budget dominated most of the
legislature’s 60-day spring session. But it ended with the first new mandate for health insurers in at least five years, Geller said.
The final plan for autism insurance would require large insurers to cover up to $36,000 a year in treatment. Rubio said it would
help 14 percent of the state’s 10,000 children with autism.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 5/4/08]
At The Beginning Of The 2008 Session, Rubio Thought That Amendment 1 Was A Measly Property Tax Break,
Only Property Tax Relief That Came From That Session Was An End To Assessment Practice Known As “Highest
And Best.” “Rubio began the session complaining that Amendment 1 property tax cuts were measly and issuing a challenge
to the Legislature to do more. He pushed to cap property taxes at 1.35 percent of taxable value and to cap government
revenue and spending. But Pruitt swiftly promised no major property tax legislation. Like many others, he felt the changes
needed time to sink in. In the end, lawmakers Friday passed a small package that would end an assessment practice known as
‘highest and best,’ in which small mom and pop beach hotels, for example, are valued as though they are high rise
condominiums. For his part, Pruitt wanted to ask voters to give the Legislature authority to set university tuition, sidestepping
a court battle with the Board of Governors. The measure also asked voters to create an elected education commissioner.
House leadership, who might have used the measure as a bargaining chip, never took it up. ‘We just didn’t have the votes,’ said
House Majority Whip Ellyn Bogdanoff, R-Fort Lauderdale.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/3/08]
Rubio Supported A Partial Property-Sales Tax Amendment To The 2008 Ballot. “A powerful citizens panel culminated
a year of work on Thursday and put a plan to swap some property taxes for sales taxes on the November ballot, despite weeks
of intense back-room lobbying by business groups that wanted to kill it. The measure would cut most property-tax bills by at
least 25 percent, revamp the way the state pays for schools and order the Legislature to replace the estimated loss of $9 billion
with new, expanded sales taxes or other revenue. The Taxation and Budget Reform Commission voted 18-7 for the
amendment -- one more than needed to get it on the ballot. The commission approved five other amendments for the
November ballot. Voters must approve the measures by a 60 percent margin for them to be adopted. Proponents hailed the
tax swap as the salve needed to stimulate the ailing housing market, revive the economy and prepare the state’s tax system for
the next 20 years. The tax cut would take effect Jan. 1, 2010. But opponents warned the proposal -- which would eliminate the
property taxes the state now requires school districts to collect -- is ‘wrong-headed’ and ‘foolhardy’ because it relies on the
Legislature to find other means to fund education. ‘We know that is not going to happen,’ said commission member Randy
Miller, a vice president of the Florida Retail Federation and a former state Department of Revenue director. ‘Where are we
expecting to get this?’” [The Miami Herald, 4/25/08]
Palm Beach Post Editorial: Rubio’s Constitutional Tax Amendment Would Cost Local Governments At Least $6.3
Million By 2009-2010 In Lost Revenue. “Rep. Rubio’s tax amendment would be even more sweeping, which is why it would
be so wrong to pass it with little debate. The owner of a home assessed at $200,000 would pay no more than $2,700 in
property taxes -- 1.35percent. The owner of a home assessed at $1 million would pay no more than $13,500. This would cut
taxes for snowbirds and business owners who get nothing from Save Our Homes, but Save Our Homes beneficiaries still
would make out better because their assessments already are artificially low. Here’s the biggest problem: According to staff
analysis, the bill would cost local governments at least $6.3 billion by 2009-10. That is on top of cuts ordered last year by the
Legislature and cuts from Amendment 1, which voters passed Jan. 29. The amendment also leaves the Legislature to divvy up
the money if someone’s tax collections exceeded 1.35 percent.” [Palm Beach Post Editorial, 4/25/08]
Rubio Was At First Against the 2008 Tax Swap Because It There Was Not A Constitutional Amendment On A Cap
For Local Governments From Trying To Raise Additional Revenue Through Fees, Ended Up Supporting The Swap
Because A Statutory Measure Was Added. “A few days ago, House Speaker Marco Rubio added criticism of the plan to
trade school property taxes for higher sales tax and other revenue sources. His remarks seem to spell trouble for the proposal.
But the tax swap passed the Taxation and Budget and Reform Commission on Thursday and is now headed for the November
ballot. ‘I’m happy the people of Florida are going to get a chance on changing the way we fund public schools, Rubio said in
an interview Thursday afternoon. ‘Most people agree that property taxes is a horrible way to fund education. The bigger
argument is how do you replace the revenue. I continue to believe consumption taxes are superior. What gives? He’s for the
plan, then against it, and now for it again. Rubio, who was the first to attempt a swap, said he was concerned because there
was not a cap to prevent local governments from trying to raise additional revenue through fees and other means. (The
TABOR-style measure died amid furious debate in several TBRC meetings.) Then, Rubio said, he reminded himself of the
statutory cap on property tax revenue the Legislature imposed last year. ‘I still prefer a constitutional revenue cap because it

doesn’t just cover property taxes. It’s all revenues and it’s in the constitution,’ he said. ‘But I take some comfort from the
knowledge that there is a statutory cap in place.’ In the interview, Rubio discounted fears about a services tax being used to
offset the loss of school property taxes. It is an option, but it is no more an option than it is right now, he said. The Legislature
can in any given year can come in an institute a services tax. We don t, however, because we know it won t work. He also
disagreed with the regressive argument that that increasing the sales tax by a penny or more hurts lower income people. ‘At
least the sales tax, in a state like Florida that exempts food medicine and many other essentials, you have choices. The property
tax, you have to pay it whether you have the money or you don t have the money.’” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog,
4/25/08]
In April Of 2008, Rubio Opposed The 2008 Property-Sales Tax Plan, He Supported It A Month Earlier. “A little over
a month ago, it appeared certain that voters would get the chance in November to cut property taxes by about 25 percent in
exchange for a potentially higher and expanded sales tax. But one of the proposal’s most passionate advocates is now a foe,
putting the tax plan in jeopardy as the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission faces vigorous lobbying. House Speaker
Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, who praised the plan last month, is now an opponent. Joining the opposition are business
groups and other lawmakers who are portraying the largest property tax cut in state history as a nefarious effort to raise the
sales tax on currently untaxed services and products. ‘I think there is an organized and focused effort under way’ to kill the
plan, said Martha Barnett, a TBRC member who has maintained her support of the swap. ‘Part of that I think is to raise doubt
about what this really does and create the specter of chaos.’ But this week, with a final TBRC vote looming, Rubio said he no
longer supports the plan that would eliminate the portion of property taxes required to obtain state funding. That ‘required
local effort’ is a tool to insure that school districts, via property taxes, pay their share of K-12 funding. The tax makes up about
25 percent of all property tax bills in the state. To replace the expected $9 billion in lost education funding beginning in 2010,
the proposal gives the Legislature options to maintain spending by raising the sales tax by up to 1 percentage point, expanding
the tax to include exempted services and products, cutting spending in other areas or creating other sources of revenue. Rubio
has said he favors increasing the state sales tax, currently 6 percent, by an additional 2 cents per dollar to maintain education
funding. But he is worried now that the amendment would limit lawmakers to only a 1 cent increase that would replace less
than half of the $9 billion property tax cut, forcing the Legislature to pass new taxes on services like accounting, advertising,
attorney fees or hundreds of other services and products currently exempted. ‘I don’t think the services tax is an essential part
of this passing,’ Rubio said. ‘I’m concerned’ that the final wording may not be clear on that.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune,
4/24/08]
Rubio Voted In Favor Of Capping All Property Taxes At 1.35%. On April 23, 2008, Rubio voted in favor of a bill to cap
property taxes at 1.35%. According to the News-Press, “The House also voted 79-38 to put a far greater property tax cut on
the November ballot, one that would slash taxes $6 billion for all property owners by limiting tax bills to 1.35 percent of
assessed value.” [News Press, 4/24/08; HJR 949 - Maximum Ad Valorem Tax Limitation; Voter-Approved Exception.;
Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/21/08]
The Florida House Passed Rubio’s Constitutional Amendments On Property 1.35% Taxable Value Cap And
Revenue Caps On Local Governments, Measures Went To The Ballot And Required 60% In Favor To Become Law;
Not all Businesses Supported The Measure. “The Florida House passed a tax-cut package today along party lines, but
faces long odds in getting a reluctant Senate to agree to cuts that would dig deeply into local government and school budgets.
The House package would cap property taxes for all categories of homeowners -- permanent homeowners, businesses,
snowbirds -- at 1.35 percent of taxable value, a measure that would slice tax bills by more than 30 percent on average in
Broward and Palm Beach counties. The cap passed on a 79-38 vote, with Democrats nearly united against the cap they said
would decimate services like police and fire protection. The House’s tax-cut program also would place a revenue cap on all
levels of government, from Tallahassee and school districts to city and county halls. In an identical 79-38 vote, the House
passed the ceiling on all revenues, including fees, with annual spending increases determined by population growth and
inflation. Both measures would change the state constitution, so they’d go to the Nov. 4 ballot and need approval from 60
percent of voters. But the Senate has expressed little interest in moving forward with more tax cuts. Rep. Carlos Lopez
Cantera, R-Miami, noted Amendment One focused its benefits on homesteaders, while the 1.35-percent cap spreads an
estimated $6 billion savings to all property owners. To replace the lost revenue, the Legislature would have to increase the
sales tax and come up with other sources of funding. The House’s 1.35-percent cap also is the subject of a citizen petition
supported by House Speaker Marco Rubio, R- West Miami, which is gathering signatures to get the issue on the November
2010 ballot. A big beneficiary would be commercial property owners, but not all business groups are lining up behind Rubio’s
plan. ‘I think we have to be careful to believe that we can just cut, cut, cut,’ said Barnie Bishop, president of Associated
Industries of Florida. ‘We don’t want local government killed off so it can’t provide the services a growing population and a
growing business community needs.’” [Sun-Sentinel, 4/23/08]

Rubio Voted in Favor of Making it Easier to Appeal Property Appraisals. On April 23, 2008, Rubio voted in favor of an
amendment to the state Constitution that removes the property appraiser’s presumption of correctness and places the burden
of proof by a preponderance of the evidence upon the property appraiser to prove that the assessment does not exceed just
value. According to the Sun-Sentinel, the amendment would, “Make it easier for property owners to appeal their assessments
by eliminating the legal doctrine of a “presumption of correctness” for county property appraisers.” [Sun-Sentinel, 4/23/08;
CS/HJR 7005 – Taxpayers’ Bill of Rights; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/1/08]
Without A Revenue Cap, Rubio Called The Property-Sales Tax A “Potential Recipe For Disaster.” “House Speaker
Marco Rubio says he has always viewed the revenue cap and tax swap as working in concert. But now that the cap has been
killed by the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission, Rubio says the swap is ‘a potential recipe for disaster.’ It’s a marked
difference from last month, when Rubio excitedly promoted the swap plan before the Taxation and Budget Reform
Commission. ‘You’re our last hope,’ urged Rubio, who appointed seven of the 25 members. ‘If you’re waiting on the Florida
Legislature to cut taxes, it isn’t going to happen.’ But Rubio told reporters this afternoon that the swap must work with a cap
on government revenue. Otherwise, governments could get creative in raising fees or taxes to get more money, he said. Asked
if the swap should be taken off the ballot -- a vote the TBRC will make later this week -- the Miami Republican said, ‘I’m very
concerned there is a swap without a cap. If you’re not going to do a revenue cap, you shouldn’t do a swap.’” [St. Petersburg
Times The Buzz Blog 4/21/08]
Rubio Voted For A $500 Million School Property Tax Increase As Part Of The State Budget. “A ground-breaking $9.6
billion property tax swap headed for the November ballot is the perfect solution for an aging government system that will
always trail the demographic trend. “If we don’t do this, we’re going to have to either raise property taxes or cut school
funding,” said House Speaker Marco Rubio, an architect and key supporter. ‘There is no way you can put $9 billion back into
people’s pockets and not revitalize the economy.’ Rubio, who voted for a $500 million school property tax increase as part of
the state budget, argues that the practice must go on. Rubio tried to push a similar plan that failed last year. Then, as now, the
math looked daunting - A $9.6 billion reduction in a $70 billion state budget. Lawmakers control only a $30 billion
discretionary operating budget. If voters approve the plan, nearly a third of that would disappear. Lawmakers would have to
scramble to raise sales taxes, slash spending or tax new goods and services that aren’t taxed now.” [Tallahassee Democrat,
3/23/08]
The Taxation And Budget Reform Commission Passed A Rubio Backed Ballot Initiative That Would Cut Property
Taxes By 25%, Said That The Legislature Was Incapable Of Cutting Property Taxes; If Approved By Voters The
Legislature Would Have To Increase the State’s Sales Tax By A Penny, After Rubio Was Out Of Office. “One of the
biggest tax cuts in state history is headed for the November ballot, after a powerful state commission voted Monday to put an
amendment before voters that would scrap most of the portion of local property taxes that goes to schools. If approved, the
amendment would force the state Legislature to make up the lost money by increasing the state sales tax by up to a penny,
cutting the state budget and eliminating some sales-tax exemptions. The proposal by the Taxation and Budget Reform
Commission would mean a cut in the average property-tax bill in the state of about 25 percent. A penny sales-tax increase
would cover only about $4 billion of the estimated $9.3 billion lost to schools in property taxes, so the amendment requires
the Legislature to make up the rest beginning in the 2010-11 school year, when the cut takes effect, to keep school budgets
whole. The commission, which meets every 20 years and has the power to put constitutional amendments directly before
voters, voted 21-4 for the measure, which was a hybrid of two proposals pushed by former state Senate President John
McKay, and Patricia Levesque, a budget advisor to former Gov. Jeb Bush. House Speaker Marco Rubio, who aggressively
lobbied commission members to pass it, said he felt a measure of vindication to see a tax-swap proposal - similar to one he
tried to push through the Legislature twice last year unsuccessfully - make it onto the ballot without legislative help. ‘You’re
our last hope because all you have to do is open a newspaper to realize we’re not going to pass meaningful tax reform in the
Florida Legislature,’ Rubio told the panel before the vote. ‘I don’t think anything you’ve ever done will be more important
than what you do today. I hope you don’t let it be an opportunity to pass you by.’” [The Bradenton Herald, 3/18/08]
Rubio Was Not Interested In Being A “Prophet” In Regards To Property Taxes. “House Speaker Marco Rubio more
or less acknowledged this afternoon that the Legislature will not do more on property taxes. But that won’t stop the House
from trying. ‘I don t want to be a prophet,’ Rubio told the Florida Association of Mortgage Brokers. ‘I have no interest in
being proven right three years from now. ... I’d much rather solve the problem. I’d much rather say we were part of the
solution, not part of some sort of prophetic leadership that said, ‘I told you so.” ‘But that’s where we’re headed. Unless we do
some meaningful things on this issue, that’s where we’re headed. These problems that we face, they don’t go away by
themselves.’ Rubio said the 1.35 percent tax cap proposal is due for a hearing next week in the House. Amendment 1 will help
with portability, he said, but will not stimulate the economy, as Gov. Charlie Crist repeatedly suggests. ‘That is not going to
help us rebound, and we knew that going in.’” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 3/11/08]

Rubio Blamed Crist’s Failure To Tackle Property Taxes And Homeowner’s Insurance In 2007 For Florida’s
Economic Condition In 2008. “Facing monumental budget blues, Florida’s lawmakers could not even agree on the depth of
the problem as they kicked off a 60-day session with discord and rancor. Gov. Charlie Crist said during his State of the State
address Tuesday evening that Florida’s economy still “ranks ahead of most nations of the world,’ and ‘we set a model at which
others can marvel. ‘But House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, could barely hide his disappointment in Crist’s first-year
pushes to cut property taxes and insurance, saying the state’s critical real estate market ‘is in collapse.’ ‘Last year, our state
failed to confront and solve the economic problems before us in a meaningful way,’ said Rubio. ‘And now, we are facing the
consequences. Unless we act boldly, our economy will continue to be worse than the national economy.’” [Sarasota HeraldTribune, 3/5/08]
Rubio’s 2008 Legislative Goals Were “A Property Tax Cap That Limits Taxes To 1.35 Percent Of The Value Of All
Property, A Constitutional Amendment To Impose A Spending Cap On State and Local Governments, Insurance
Reform That Move Away From The State-Subsidized System, And Expansion Of A Controversial Medicaid Reform
plan To Miami-Dade County.” “Rubio’s session priorities this year are again broad, ambitious and fiscally conservative. He
wants a property tax cap that limits taxes to 1.35 percent of the value of all property, a constitutional amendment to impose a
spending cap on state and local governments, insurance reforms that move away from the state-subsidized system, and
expansion of a controversial Medicaid reform plan to Miami-Dade county. But unlike last year, when Senate President Ken
Pruitt promised to work so closely with Rubio that the House would be the “architect of ideas” and the Senate “the master
builder,” this year Pruitt has signaled little willingness to endure more bruising fights over taxes or insurance reform. Rubio is
adamant, however, that Florida’s budget crisis is a wake-up call. Florida has become unaffordable, he says, and “it will be a
mistake to treat this year as any other year.” The 36-year-old West Miami Republican may be beginning his second year in
power with the same idealism of his first session, but it will have none of the fanfare. On opening day last year, Rubio gave
legislators copies of his ‘100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future,’ a book of ideas collected from grassroots forums around
the state. But it was one idea, lowering property taxes, that soon overshadowed everything. In the 60-day regular session and
two special sessions, Rubio pushed for deeper tax reforms than what were palatable to the Senate and Democrats. The Senate
not only rejected his proposals, it finally handed the House a take-it-or-leave-it deal and went home. Rubio voted for it Amendment 1 - but privately antagonized Senate leadership when he refused to campaign for its passage and spoke at
Republican gatherings around the state saying he was unsatisfied with it.” [The Bradenton Herald, 3/3/08]
Despite Amendment 1 being Approved, Rubio Vowed To Push For More Property Tax Cuts In The 2008 Session;
Vowed To Cut Government As Well. “The Senate pushed the governor’s plan to make it easier for all homeowners to buy
insurance from the state-run company. House leadership fought the change but eventually gave in. - After months of debate
on property taxes, the Senate forced the House to accept Amendment 1, a last-minute ballot measure that Rubio decried as
flaccid. House Republicans wanted deeper cuts and accused the Senate of bending to concerns from local governments and
schools. Approved by voters Jan. 29, the measure cuts more than $9-billion from local budgets over the next five years. This
year is lining up to offer similar disagreements. Rubio, undaunted by last year’s loss, promises another run at property tax cuts.
But Pruitt says the Senate is finished with the issue. ‘There will be no concerted effort from the Florida Senate to do anything
other than implement Amendment 1,’ Pruitt recently said. ‘I understand if they don’t want to hear it, it won’t happen,’ Rubio
said. ‘But I can’t allow those pronouncements to be what sets our agenda.’ Similarly, Rubio wants to shrink government. The
$2-billion deficit is an opportunity, he says, to cut government to a more manageable size. He wants to eliminate some state
agencies and has named his top priority as a cap on government spending and revenue. ‘Even as fiscally responsible as we
thought we were being, we allowed state government to grow faster than the ability of our economy to sustain it,’ Rubio said.”
[St. Petersburg Times, 3/2/08]
Rubio Supported A Cap On Local Government Spending And Limit Property Taxes To 1.35 Percent Of A Property’s
Value. “Unsatisfied with the property tax changes last year, Rubio recruited support to a citizen petition saying the legislature
was unable to produce ‘meaningful tax reform and relief.’ The petition, which would limit taxes to 1.35 percent of a property’s
value, failed to attract enough signatures for the November ballot. Rubio said property taxes are now part of a bigger question
for the legislature. ‘Do we want to send a message, constitutionally, that Florida is a state whose government will never be
allowed to be a burden on your pocketbook or our economy?’ Rubio said. Rubio and other anti-tax hawks on his leadership
team have taken note of a proposal to cap local government revenues that received initial support last week from the Taxation
and Budget Reform Commission. The commission, which is still considering the measure, meets once every 20 years and has
the power to put constitutional amendments on the statewide ballot. The plan is similar to the Taxpayers Bill of Rights in
Colorado, which prevents government revenue from increasing beyond growth in population and inflation. Breaking that cap
or creating any tax or fee would need voter approval. ‘I think a revenue cap could be a very powerful message,’ Rubio said. ‘I
think you’ll see us look at something like that.’” [Palm Beach Post, 2/23/08]

Florida Voters Passed Amendment One, A Property Tax Cut That Rubio Was Not Wholeheartedly Behind. “Florida
voters irritated over their escalating property taxes overwhelmingly passed a constitutional amendment that will give
homeowners back an average of $240. House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, hopes to bring to voters another option
in November: a cap that would limit taxes on a home to 1.35 percent of its total value. Rubio and his supporters have
collected well over 100,000 signatures but are more likely to try to go through the Legislature to place it before voters this year.
In a statement, Rubio called Amendment 1’s passage ‘the first step, not the last, in providing the tax relief.’” [Orlando Sentinel,
1/30/08]
Rubio Criticized Crist’s Property Tax And Homeowner’s Insurance Plans But Voted For Them Anyway. “That has
left conservatives in the Florida House as his most outspoken critics. House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, sued Crist
over the governor’s decision to allow the Seminole Indians to expand gambling at their casinos. And Rubio has criticized
Crist’s property tax cutting plan as well as the governor’s push to deepen the state’s role in property matters, despite voting for
the moves.” Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 12/30/07]
Rubio Proposed A Tax Cut That Would Cap Property Taxes At 1.35 Percent Of Taxable Value. “The county’s tax-cut
advocates complained that the elected officials did not go far enough. Late in the year, they joined forces with Florida House
Speaker Marco Rubio to talk up even deeper cuts. They offered support for Rubio’s other initiative: a tax cut plan that would
cap property taxes at 1.35 percent of taxable value.” [St. Petersburg Times, 12/31/07]
Rubio Supported A Compromise Over Property Tax Relief; Supported A Petition Drive To Cut Property Taxes
Further. “Gov. Charlie Crist and lawmakers declared war on property taxes during a special session in June. Lawmakers
ordered a $15 billion property tax rollback. A proposed constitutional amendment was knocked off the ballot by a judge in late
September. Crist and the Legislature went back to the drawing board, calling another special session, the fourth of the year, in
October. Senate President Ken Pruitt and House Speaker Marco Rubio compromised on divergent ideas. The resulting $9.3
billion deal proposed an amendment on the Jan. 29 ballot that increases the homestead exemption and would give the average
homeowner a $240 savings. It also would let people keep most of their accrued Save Our Homes protections when they move.
Non-homesteaders and businesses also would get breaks. Crist is raising money to promote it and Rubio is campaigning for a
petition drive for another plan. Rubio is part of an effort trying to gather 611,009 signatures to make the November ballot
with a plan that would cap property taxes at 1.35 percent of a property’s just value.” [The Fort Myers News-Press, 12/30/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio And Crist Differed On Property Taxes, Seminole Gambling, And Carbon Emissions. “The rumblings
on the right have allowed House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, to position himself as the governor’s chief political
adversary and heir apparent to Bush’s conservative legacy. Rubio, 36, has feuded with Crist over property taxes and dismissed
the Jan. 29 vote as virtually useless; he is backing a more sweeping measure for next fall’s ballot. Rubio has sued Crist over the
deal with the Seminoles. And the two also are dueling over Crist’s plan to enact groundbreaking standards for the state to
combat global warming -- including major cuts in carbon emissions -- with Rubio emboldened by support from Florida
corporate leaders. Crist has called for utilities, manufacturers and home builders to become more energy-efficient and wants to
lower greenhouse-gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2025. That has alarmed businesses -- a Florida Chamber of Commerce
report said Crist’s proposals would sharply increase energy costs. ‘The governor has scared big business with what he wants to
do about global warming,” said Barney Bishop, president of Associated Industries of Florida. ‘He’s a populist appealing to the
people. But he must remember that a lot of businesses helped him get into office.’ Attitudes such as Bishop’s have fired
speculation that Rubio will challenge Crist in 2010 -- with support from social conservatives and big business. [John Kennedy
Orlando Sentinel, 12/30/07]
Rubio’s Support For The “1.35 Percent Solution” Distracted Crist’s Property Tax January 2008 Referendum; Rubio
Voted For The Crist Proposal. “While Gov. Charlie Crist was reaching voters across Florida in a recorded telephone plea to
vote for the Jan. 29 property tax cut proposal, House Speaker Marco Rubio was in Manatee County on Wednesday, pitching
an alternative tax-cut plan that some say detracts from Crist’s efforts. Rubio did not mention the Jan. 29 amendment a single
time in his speech. Instead, Rubio, R-West Miami, focused entirely on the need for deeper reforms, touting a different tax
reform package -- the so-called ‘1.35 Percent Solution’ -- that its backers are trying to get on the ballot next fall. Rubio says the
Jan. 29 amendment, which he voted for, is a ‘small solution to a big problem.’ A far greater overhaul of the state property tax
system is needed to revive the economy, Rubio said. The plan he is pushing would cap property tax increases at 1.35 percent
of assessed value for all property owners. The plan would significantly change the state’s taxing structure, bringing big cuts to
business owners and part-time residents, who have historically received little protection from rising rates. [Sarasota HeraldTribune, 12/20/07]

Rubio Supported The Florida Taxpayer Alliance’s Plan To Cap Property Taxes At 1.35 Percent Of Taxable Value;
Plan Was Similar To California’s Proposition 13. “Manatee County was the first of three stops Florida House Speaker
Marco Rubio made Wednesday in support of the Florida Taxpayer Alliance’s plan to cap property taxes at 1.35 percent of
taxable value. Rubio spoke to a crowd of about 100 local tax reform activists, business leaders and fellow politicians at
Dolphin Aviation at Sarasota- Bradenton International Airport. ‘It’s a grassroots campaign, and I am absolutely committed to
helping however I can,’ Rubio said. Under the plan, a home or business with a taxable value of $100,000 would have its
property taxes capped at $1,350. This year, the owner of the same home would have paid $1,534 in the least-taxed areas of
Manatee County. The plan is similar to California’s Proposition 13, which capped property taxes at 1 percent of taxable value
30 years ago. Rubio, who also made stops in St. Petersburg and Panama City, emphasized that big problems require equally big
solutions.” [The Brandenton Herald, 12/20/07]
Rubio Supported A Constitutional Amendment To Cap Property Taxes At 1.35 Percent Of A Property’s Taxable
Value; The Petition Required 611,000 Signatures In Order To Be Placed On The Ballot. “Addressing a crowd of 100
supporters at a rally at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport, House Speaker Marco Rubio said high taxes plaguing the
state of Florida were akin to a disease. ‘If you’ve got cancer but only admit you have a cold, you’ll never get the treatment you
need,’ he said. The cure, Rubio said, is significant tax cuts -- not just for homesteaders, but for all property regardless of its
use. Hence his support for a new constitutional amendment that would impose a hard cap on taxes of 1.35 percent of a
property’s taxable value. Barry Gould, an Anna Maria Island real estate agent and member of the Coalition Against Runaway
Taxes, said local volunteers have been walking the streets with petitions, and hundreds of interested individuals have been
going online to find the petition as well. He said organizers are confident they will reach 61,000 [other sources have said
611,000] and are predicting more than 100,000 signatures could be gathered by the end of this month.” [Sarasota HeraldTribune, 12/20/07]


Crist’s Property Tax Plan Which Was On The Ballot In January 2008 Only Dealt With Homeowners; The Rubio
Plan Included Businesses. “Gerri Holmes, a landlord in Bradenton and director of the Web site Landlord-sOnline.com,
was particularly unsettled by suggestions that if the “1.35 Percent Solution” fails to get the signatures it needs, voters could
instead simply support the Jan. 29 amendment, which focuses more on homestead properties. ‘The January 29
amendment is fine for homeowners,’ Holmes said, “but the rest of us are just getting killed. We need that relief too. Over
the last several years, the taxes on the home I live in have gone up about 9 percent. But for my businesses, it’s up more
than 200 percent.’ Jude Levy, also a member of the Sarasota tenant-landlord coalition, said landlords are not the only ones
who suffer under rising taxes. Levy, who herself rents a home, said the pressure on landlords naturally trickles down to
those who live in their units. ‘If my landlord is getting it in the neck, that likely means trouble for me, too,’ she said.”
[Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 12/20/07]

At A 2007 Tea Party Rally Rubio Said That The Only Way Florida Was To Received Meaningful Property Tax
Reform Was Through His Petition Drive That Was Promoted By “Cut Property Taxes Now.” “There was no tea, but
there was plenty of optimism and support at a property tax-cap rally in Miami on Monday. More than 200 people attended the
event at the Miami-Dade County Auditorium, billed as The Florida Tea Party ‘07 -- after the Boston Tea Party of 1773. The
plan would cap the yearly property tax bill at 1.35 percent of the taxable value of any property in Florida. For example, the
owner of a home with a $100,000 taxable value would never pay more than $1,350 in property tax each year. The proposal was
offered by Tampa-based Cut Property Taxes Now as an alternative to the legislative-sponsored amendment on the Jan. 29
ballot. That plan, supported by Gov. Charlie Crist, would raise the homestead exemption an additional $25,000 on all but
school taxes and would allow homeowners to carry their tax exemption with them when they moved. House Speaker Marco
Rubio, who has embraced the petition, told the crowd Monday that the legislature’s plan didn’t go far enough, so now the
issue is in the hands of the people. ‘The only way meaningful property tax reform will happen in Florida is through the
citizens’ petition,’ the West Miami Republican said. ‘We’re here today not to lead an effort but to join an effort.’ Rubio later
acknowledged that getting the signatures ‘is certainly an uphill battle . . . We’ll work hard and do the best we can.’” [The Miami
Herald, 12/18/07]
Rubio Said That Crist’s Property Tax Referendum Would “Do Little To Help Taxpayers.” “During his eight years in
office, Gov. Jeb Bush earned national stature as a tax-cutting conservative icon with nearly $20 billion in cumulative cuts
during his eight years. But the same conservatives who relished their role during Bush’s era have been silent or even hostile
toward the property tax cuts pushed by Gov. Charlie Crist this year, potentially the biggest in state history. Their support
grows more critical as a Jan. 29 referendum on a property tax cut nears. To pass, the tax cuts must win 60 percent of the vote.
That plan would allow residents to keep accrued Save Our Homes tax savings if they move and get a near doubling of the
$25,000 homestead exemption. Businesses would get a $25,000 exemption on property such as office equipment as well as a
promise of a 10 percent limit on future annual assessment increases that would also apply to part-time residents. If approved,

the proposal would cut taxes $9 billion over five years and would follow another tax cut already in place that forced local
governments to cut $2 billion in property taxes just this year. Yet instead of embracing the cut, as they did under former Gov.
Bush, conservative Republicans have become unlikely allies with groups such as the Florida Education Association against the
plan. House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, bitterly said the Jan. 29 referendum will do little to help taxpayers.
Heralded by Bush as his ideological successor, Rubio has heartily endorsed a number of other plans, including the Cut
Property Taxes Now constitutional amendment that would cap all property taxes at 1.35 percent of assessed value.” [Sarasota
Herald-Tribune, 12/16/07]
Rubio Visited Sarasota, St. Petersburg, Brooksville, Panama City, and Kissimee To Advance His the “1.35 Percent
Solution”; Plan Would Be A Disaster For First Responder Funding. “Meanwhile, House Speaker Marco Rubio is
conducting his own campaign, making the rounds on the speaking circuit at Rotary clubs and Chamber of Commerce
luncheons to send the message that Amendment 1 is not enough. He is backing a citizens’ initiative on the November 2008
ballot that would limit tax assessments to 1.35 percent of the market value for any property in Florida. The plan would let
homeowmers keep all their homestead exemptions and the Save Our Homes savings, which caps the annual increase in tax
assessments at 3 percent. But homeowners would never pay more than 1.35 percent of their home’s market value in taxes.
Promoters say it would reduce property taxes by 26 percent for the average homeowner. Last year, homeowners paid an
average of 1.84 percent of their market value in taxes. The idea, originated by a St. Petersburg tax group and now embraced by
Rubio, “would be disastrous” for Florida, said Gary Rainey, vice president of the Florida Professional Firefighters Union and a
member of the Miami-Dade Fire Department. The property-tax reductions imposed by legislators early this year have already
forced Miami-Dade to cancel two recruitment classes of 75 firefighters who were ready to be trained and hired. ‘It’s a meat-ax
approach to tax reduction,’ Rainey said. ‘It doesn’t take into account essential services.’ Police, fire and emergency
management accounts for about 50 percent of cities’ and counties’ budgets. “If you don’t have police and fire and you
artificially cap the taxes, where is there to go?” he said. Rubio plans speeches in Sarasota, St. Petersburg, Brooksville, Panama
City and Kissimmee next week to drum up signatures for the petition drive, even though he admits it’s a long shot to collect
the 611,000 signatures needed by Jan. 31 in order to get on the November ballot.” [The Miami Herald, 12/14/07]
Despite Criticism Of Crist’s Property Tax Amendment Rubio Pledged To Vote For It. “[Crist’s] proposed
constitutional amendment would increase the state’s $25,000 homestead exemption and make its accumulated benefits
“portable” for homeowners who move within the state. It also would cap annual appraisal increases for non-homesteaded
properties at 10 percent. Calabro said the measure targets relief to the people who need it least while not doing enough for
seasonal residents, businesses and other non-homesteaded properties. Some supporters of the Jan. 29 referendum - including
Lt. Gov. Jeff Kottkamp, who spoke at a TaxWatch luncheon Wednesday - say those not satisfied with the measure should
vote for it anyway as a first step toward larger reform. The referendum needs the support of 60 percent of Florida voters to be
added to the state constitution. House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, who has spent much of the past year criticizing
property taxes, did not mention the Jan. 29 referendum in his remarks to the group. Rubio said later that he didn’t mention
property taxes in his remarks because ‘this group is not the kind of group you need to convince on property taxes.’ While not
satisfied with the Jan. 29 referendum, Rubio said he’ll vote for it. ‘I personally vote for any tax cut they offer me,’ Rubio said.
‘I’ll vote for it, but I recognize it’s not enough. It’s not going to stimulate our economy.’ Rubio is supporting a petition
campaign to get a question on the November 2008 ballot that would limit all property taxes to 1.35 percent of a property’s
taxable value, whether the property is homesteaded or not. The current statewide average is about 1.85 percent. Rubio said the
proposal would cut property taxes by about $8 billion statewide in its first year.” [Palm Beach Post, 12/13/07]
Rubio’s Support Of The “1.35 Percent Solution” Aimed To Cut Property Tax By $8 Billion “A Bonus For Businesses
And Owners Of Non-Homesteaded Properties,” And Boasted A 26 Percent Average Savings On Property Taxes.
“The [Rubio backed] plan boasts a 26 percent average savings on property taxes statewide by re-stricting taxes to 1.35 percent
of the taxable value of any parcel of property. Under the proposal, the owner of a home valued at $100,000 would pay no
more than $1,350 in taxes, while the owner of a home worth $1 million would pay no more than $13,500 in taxes. It would be
up to the Legislature to come up with policies on how the taxes would be apportioned to state and local governments. ‘It’s a
very simple initiative and applies to all properties,’ Rubio told reporters after a speech at The Breakers resort for a meeting of
the TaxWatch business group. Lt. Gov. Jeff Kottkamp and Florida Chief Financial Officer Alex Sink also spoke.
The Rubio-backed plan leaves in place Save Our Homes, which limits increases in property assessments to no more than 3
percent a year, and also retains the existing $25,000 exemption on homesteaded property. Getting the plan approved will be a
Herculean task. Rubio and other supporters first face the tough challenge of getting the petition on next November’s ballot.
They need about 611,000 verified signatures by the end of January.” [Sun-Sentinel, 12/13/07]
Rubio Sued Crist Over Seminole Gambling Agreement, Believed He Overstepped The Legislature’s Authority;
Senate Joined In The Lawsuit. “The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Tampa is among seven casinos that would

benefit from a compact Gov. Charlie Crist negotiated this fall to expand Seminole gaming rights to blackjack, other banked
card games and Las Vegas-style slot machines. In return, Florida would receive a profit share estimated at about $1 billion over
the first five years, and one-half billion dollars annually after that. But House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, is suing
Crist in the Florida Supreme Court, arguing the governor violated the Legislature’s authority to ratify the compact. The Senate
has not joined Rubio as a plaintiff in the case but filed a friend-of-the-court brief questioning whether Crist’s compact would
be enforceable.” [Tampa Tribune, 12/12/07]
Rubio Saw Crist’s Property Tax Amendment As A Starting Point. “The proposed property tax amendment on January’s
ballot doesn’t offer enough savings, House Speaker Marco Rubio said Tuesday, but added he’ll vote for it anyway and work on
a plan to improve it. ‘This is about getting more money in people’s pockets so they can go out and spend it and generate
economic activity and Jan. 29 is not going to do that,’ Rubio said after addressing Florida TaxWatch, a business-backed
budgetary research group. A recent estimate of the proposed state constitutional amendment shows primary homeowners who
stay put will save an average of $240 a year. A five-year overall savings of $9.2 billion is also estimated. Tax-cut advocates have
criticized the proposal, saying the savings for homeowners are too small to justify the resulting reductions in public services.
But Rubio, R-West Miami, said the amendment is something. ‘I think tax cuts are hard to get and anytime you get a chance to
make one happen you should take the opportunity, but I don’t want to give anyone the impression that this solves the
problem, there’s a lot more work to,’ he said. Rubio sees it as a starting point and, if the environment is right, says he’ll pursue
the issue again legislatively.” [The Associated Press, 12/12/07]
Daytona Beach News-Journal Editorial: Local Governments Were Forced To Create “User Fees” Due To Rubio’s
June Property Tax Cut Deal, The Problem Would Be Worse If The January 2008 Amendment Passes. “It was
predictable. When property tax bills go down, there is less money to spend on city and county services. Local governments,
especially for communities with lots of homesteaded properties, then search for other means of revenue under a euphemism
called ‘user fees.’ That is why Port Orange, DeLand, Ormond Beach, Daytona Beach and Edgewater are looking at a fireservices fee, to cover expenditures that traditionally have been paid with general property taxes. DeLand and Port Orange are
also looking at charging for some medical rescue services. And the Jan. 29 cuts, if the proposed constitutional amendment
passes, would come on top of a second phase of the tax-cutting law that goes into effect next year. Estimates suggest the Jan.
29 plan would save a homesteaded property owner an average of $240 in the first year. For some residents to gain that tax
savings, all could up paying more in ‘user fees.’ Increases in user fees, apparently, are all right with House Speaker Marco
Rubio, who led this year’s legislative fight for lower property taxes. The West Miami Republican told the South Florida SunSentinel newspaper that such fees are fair. ‘Fees are clear; they’re not hidden,” he said. ‘If you don’t like that city and county
officials are raising them, you can vote them out of office on Election Day.’ It might be noted that Rubio now seems to have
abandoned the proposed amendment for a movement that offers even more draconian cuts in local government spending.
The bottom line: The proposed ballot issue exacerbates problems caused by the escalating costs of providing basic services.
Voting ‘no’ in January is the right choice to avoid large increases in local government fees. [Editorial Daytona Beach NewsJournal, 12/4/07]
The “1.35 Percent Solution” Was Unlikely To Make It On The November 2008 Ballot. “Brett Doster’s Floridans for
Property Tax Reform today endorsed the citizen petition drive to cap property taxes on all property at 1.35 percent of taxable
value. We have been supportive of the small amount of relief that has come from the work of the Legislature, but
unfortunately we do not believe it is enough, FPTR co-chair Jose Cancela said in a statement. The group, which is aligned with
House Speaker Marco Rubio, said it will help gather the 611,000 signatures to get the measure on the ballot. Meeting the
deadline for the November 2008 ballot is unlikely, however. Rubio has already indicated he will raise money for Floridians for
Property Tax Reform, and he’s endorsed the 1.35 percent plan. He’s also backing a plan by TBRC member Carlos Lacasa. At
what point does Rubio have too many irons in the prop tax fire?” [St. Ptersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 11/30/07]
Palm Beach Post Editorial: After Endorsing the 1.35 Percent Solution, Rubio Was Still Wrong On Taxes. “Having
done so little as one of Florida’s leading politicians to produce constructive tax reform, House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West
Miami, still is doing little to produce constructive tax reform. This year, Rep. Rubio kept holding out for a plan that would
have eliminated the property tax and more than doubled the 6 percent sales tax. Outside of Rep. Rubio and Jeb Bush’s supplyside amen chorus, there was little support. Opposition came from a wide range of interest groups. Then the House alternative
that passed during the June special session got tossed off the ballot by a judge, and during a special session the Senate
outmaneuvered Rep. Rubio to place on the Jan. 29 ballot a proposal he considers inadequate. Last week, though, Rep. Rubio
announced his support for a citizens petition that would limit taxes on all property to 1.35 percent of taxable value. According
to a Post analysis, most owners pay roughly 1.85 of a property’s value in taxes. The sponsoring group, Cut Property Taxes
Now Inc., must get 611,000 petition signatures by Feb. 1 to make the November 2008 ballot. Florida might be voting in
January on tax reform, not tax relief for those who don’t need it, if Rep. Rubio had done a better job while on the public

payroll. Like the Legislature’s work, this petition is rushed. While it would spread benefits to all property owners, it’s not the
way to deal with such a fundamental issue. Rep. Rubio further diminishes his credibility by going along for the ride.” [Editorial
Palm Beach Post, 11/26/07]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio Was “Treading A Well-Worn and Treacherous Path” When He Fundraised
For “Floridians For Property Tax Reform Inc.” And “100Ideas.org Inc.” “As House Speaker Marco Rubio asks lobbyists
to open their wallets for his political causes, he is treading a well-worn and treacherous path. The fact that he did not create
either of the groups he wants to enrich does not necessarily improve the aroma, and his public position demands that his
private fundraising be as transparent as possible. But Rubio likely will raise bundles of money for it. He also intends to do the
same for Floridians for Property Tax Reform Inc., and in each case he has conveniently received the legal blessing of his
general counsel. As with 100 Ideas.Org, Rubio has invested much of his time as speaker in high-profile advocacy of property
tax relief. And, as with 100 Ideas, he says he will have no formal role in the group. Rubio’s spokeswoman said this month he
will consider disclosing any contributions that are made to the groups on his behalf. That would be a positive step. Such
transparency could go a long way toward removing suspicions that arise when lobbyists contribute money at the same time
they are seeking legislative favors that only Rubio is in a position to grant. The disclosure issue aside, though, Rubio is playing
the kind of money game that has tainted previous presiding officers. If he is trying to finance a vehicle to sustain his political
viability upon leaving office next year, he may find that the effort will backfire. It can hardly be described as in character with
his ‘100 ideas,’ which he once described as ‘a catalyst for solving the day-to-day problems of our people.’ For Rubio, extreme
caution is advised. His 100 ideas won’t convert easily from legislative fodder to political barter. [St. Petersburg times Editorial,
11/26/07]
Rubio Announced His Support Of The “Cut Property Taxes Now” Proposal, Also Lent His Staff To Prepare
Another Constitutional Amendment Draft by The Taxation And Budget Reform Commission. “Continuing to bash a
property-tax plan he reluctantly voted for, House Speaker Marco Rubio is now urging supporters to back a citizens’ petition to
cap the total amount of taxes paid by every property owner. The proposed constitutional amendment would limit the amount
of taxes a property owner pays to 1.35 percent of the value of his property. A home or business with a taxable value of
$100,000 would pay a total of $1,350 to all local governments and school districts. Rubio reiterated in a Tuesday e-mail to
supporters that the legislative plan ‘falls short’ and that ‘only a citizen-led petition drive will ever result in meaningful tax
reform and relief.” The citizens’ petition isn’t the only one that Rubio will be involved with, though. He has lent the House
staff to help Carlos Lacasa prepare a constitutional amendment for review by the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission.
Lacasa, a Miami lawyer, is Rubio’s appointment to the tax panel, which has the power to put constitutional amendments
directly on the November 2008 ballot without going through the cumbersome petition signature drive that Cut Property Taxes
Now must follow. Lacasa is working on a plan to cap property taxes for commercial property and give homeowners a supersize homestead exemption that far exceeds the current $25,000 exemption. Rubio likely will raise money and support any
measure that would bring big tax cuts, said his top legislative lieutenant, Rep. David Rivera of Miami. “He wants to cut
property taxes, and a lot of people do, and he wants to help them,” Rivera said. Rubio has a distant hometown connection to
Cut Property Taxes Now: Ira Paul, a Hialeah teacher who was part of a previous group named Cut Property Taxes Now that
placed television ads against Weston Mayor Eric Hersh for his successful lawsuit that knocked out yet another legislative plan.
On the committee’s website, cutpropertytaxesnow.com, the backers take Crist to task for failing to make good on his pledge to
have taxes ‘drop like a rock.’” [The Miami Herald, 11/24/07]
Rubio Was Disgruntled By The Crist Property Tax Plan From the October Special Session, Rubio Lend His Clout
Behind The “1.35 Percent Solution.” “Even as the battle heats up over a property tax-cut plan the Legislature put on the
January ballot, House Speaker Marco Rubio has thrown his support behind a far more dramatic proposal that could go before
voters next November. Sponsored by a new state coalition, Cut Property Taxes Now, the plan unveiled this week calls for a
flat 1.35 percent cap on all property taxes. Disgruntled by what he considered an inadequate tax-cut package that emerged
from an October special legislative session, Rubio promised to lend his clout to other efforts that would rein in government
spending. The new plan, similar to California’s Proposition 13, was developed by an umbrella group that represents several
organizations previously working separately to get a range of tax-cutting initiatives on the 2008 general election ballot.
Supporters claim property owners would see an average 26 percent cut in their annual tax bill under the new initiative. The tax
cap would apply to homesteads, commercial properties and second homes - including those owned by snowbirds. The plan
also would preserve Save Our Homes, which caps at 3 percent the annual increase in the assessment of homesteaded
properties, and the existing homestead exemption. ‘The plan is simple, it applies to all properties, it keeps Save Our Homes
and it cuts almost $8 billion in property taxes,’ Rubio said.” [The Bradenton Herald, 11/23/07]
After Rubio’s Property-Tax Proposal Derailed, He Continued To Fight By Raisings Funds For Property Tax
Reform Groups. “With his property-tax agenda derailed in the Florida Legislature, House Speaker Marco Rubio is making

plans for his political future that include throwing his fundraising clout behind a drive for bigger property-tax cuts. The West
Miami Republican has indicated he plans to raise money from lobbyists for two groups that will push his conservative policies
-- and keep him politically relevant after term limits force him from office next year. Last month, lawmakers ignored Rubio’s
call for bigger savings for seniors and newer homeowners and passed a bare-bones constitutional amendment that would save
the average homeowner $240 a year. In the minutes after the tax-cutting session ended Oct. 29, Rubio said he hadn’t “given a
lot of thought” to his next steps. But three weeks earlier, on Oct. 8, the speaker had already asked the House’s chief lawyer
whether he could raise money for the group without violating Florida’s fundraising-disclosure law and lobbyist-gift ban,
records show. Because the speaker did not “create, control or maintain” the group, House General Counsel Jeremiah Hawkes
wrote, he won’t have to adhere to a 2006 law that public officials disclose on a Web site the companies or lobbyists giving
them checks. That means Rubio could potentially raise tens of thousands of dollars from lobbyists whose clients have business
before the Legislature -- and never disclose their names.” [Orlando Sentinel, 11/9/07]
When Discussing The January 2008 Vote On Property Taxes Rubio Said “Leadership is Not About, “Let Me Take A
Poll, Figure Out What People Like And That’s What I’m For, I Don’t Think Martin Luther King Took Polls. ... I
Don’t Think Abraham Lincoln Took Polls.” On Crists’s property tax plan that was passed in the legislature: Rubio also
took shots at the basis for the plan’s final form, which proponents said was shaped largely on politically popular tax measures
that could secure the necessary 60 percent vote in January. ‘Leadership is not about, ‘Let me take a poll, figure out what people
like and that’s what I’m for,’ Rubio said. ‘I don’t think Martin Luther King took polls. ... I don’t think Abraham Lincoln took
polls.’” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 10/31/07]
Rubio Believed That The Legislature Missed an Opportunity To “Do It All” During The October 2007 Special
Session On Property Taxes. “Succumbing to the clock and a tax-wearied electorate, the Florida Legislature on Monday sent
voters a scaled-back property-tax proposal that saves homeowners a little more than $200 a year. The constitutional
amendment headed to voters Jan. 29 gives back about $226 to Orange County homeowners through a beefier homestead
exemption; lets homeowners take their accumulated Save Our Homes tax break to new homes; and caps future taxes for
businesses and second-home owners. Gone are a 25 percent tax break for first-time home buyers, the elimination of all
property taxes for low-income seniors, new safeguards for waterfront businesses and other incentives aimed at helping
commercial-property owners. Each fell out of the final mosaic for reasons ranging from its potential impact on local
governments and schools to poll numbers showing a lack of strong voter support. ‘I felt we had the opportunity to really
jump-start this economy,’ said House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, who pressed hard for more aggressive cuts, only
to be stymied by a Senate concerned about starving local government and schools. ‘What we did here is probably the first step
toward that,’ Rubio added, ‘but we had an opportunity to do it all.’” [Orlando Sentinel, 10/30/07]
Rubio Voted Yes To Support The Crist Property Tax Proposal Of A January Vote In Order For The Republicans To
Avoid “Political Disaster.” “Bowing to the power of the polls, Florida lawmakers agreed Monday on a historic property tax
cutting plan that fell short of a year’s worth of rhetoric promising deeper breaks. Plans to create new exemptions for first-time
home buyers and low-income seniors were dropped, as were efforts to cut taxes for affordable housing and small businesses
on the coasts. The plan includes a doubling in the homestead exemption, a new plan to let residents keep some accrued Save
Our Homes tax savings if they move, a new 10 percent cap on assessment increases for non-residents and businesses, and a
new exemption for business equipment. It was a far cry from House Speaker Marco Rubio’s push earlier this year to eliminate
property taxes for residents. Rubio gently derided the sentiment to follow the polls, but urged a ‘yes’ vote to avoid what would
have been a political disaster for Republicans who have promised a January vote. ‘We had a chance to do something in this
process that was historic,’ he said.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 10/30/07]
Rubio Voted For Limiting Property Tax Revenue. On October 29, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that expand exemptions
and limit the ability of counties, municipalities, and special districts from increasing property taxes. It would amend the state
constitution to create an additional exemption, from $50,000 to $75,000, for all levies except for school districts. It would
create an additional homestead exemption for first time homebuyers. It would allow people who buy a home to pay property
taxes based on a continuation of the previous owner’s homestead exemption, which is tied to the consumer price index,
instead of based on the new purchase price. The bill provides a total ad valorem tax exemption on homestead property owned
by eligible low-income seniors. It creates a $25,000 exemption for each tangible personal property return. In addition, if the
constitutional changes pass, it will limit counties, municipalities, and special districts from increasing ad valorem taxes; the limit
could be overridden with an extraordinary vote but then they would forfeit participation in the state’s half-cent sales tax
revenue sharing program. [SB 4D – Ad Valorem Taxation [FPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 10/15/07]
The National Federation Of Independent Businesses Opposed The Crist-Rubio Property Tax Bill. “One of the
nation’s largest business groups has asked House Speaker Marco Rubio not to pass a compromise plan designed to deliver $12

billion in property tax relief over the next five years. At issue for the NFIB is a 10 percent cap on commercial and nonhomestead property similar to the 3 percent Save Our Homes assessment cap that homesteaders have enjoyed since 1994. The
NFIB says the measure doesn’t go far enough. Average increases for non-homestead property has been 7 percent in the past
five years, meaning the cap won’t make much of a difference, the group said.” [The Fort Myers News-Press, 10/29/07]
Palm Beach Post Editorial: During The October Special Session On Property Taxes, Rubio And The Senate Had A
Difficult Time Compromising. “The Florida Senate’s refusal Wednesday to debate property-tax reform is less about the
substance of its differences with the House and more about the style. House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, isn’t
following the Republican script. The decision by Senate President Ken Pruitt, R-Port St. Lucie, not to call senators back into
session today indicates that he and other GOP leaders believe that Rep. Rubio is grandstanding. There are rumors of Rep.
Rubio running an insurgent campaign against Gov. Crist in 2010, so the Senate - which has embraced the governor’s favorite
idea of doubling the $25,000 property-tax exemption - is in no mood to give Rep. Rubio a platform. Problem is, the House
position on the exemption makes more sense. Rep. Rubio accepted a Democratic proposal to replace the $50,000 exemption
with one based on median home value in each county. Doubling the exemption would have a limited impact in big counties,
and it would devastate small, rural counties where most of the houses are valued at less than $50,000 and tax rates are at the
legal limit. As it stands, the House and Senate will return Monday, the deadline for the Jan. 29 ballot. They may rush through
proposals that could affect Floridians for decades. They may thumb their noses at one another. On Monday, the Senate could
try to force on the House its flawed plan in a last-second deal under an unyielding deadline. That would be a potential disaster
for Floridians. Save Our Homes created an unfair tax system. House Minority Leader Dan Gelber, D-Miami Beach, noted that
‘we have a dysfunctional tax system, so any reform is going to be a little dysfunctional.’ Perhaps, but there always are ways to
make a bad system worse, and the danger is that a dysfunctional Legislature could do that in a substantial way.” [Editorial Palm
Beach Post, 10/25/07]
Rubio Gave The Senate “As Much Time As Possible” To Review the House Plan During The October Special
Session; Senate Was Uncooperative With The House. “A standoff over property tax cuts between Florida’s two legislative
chambers could go down to the wire with the Senate now not expected to meet if at all until next Monday. That’s just one day
before the deadline for getting a proposal on the Jan. 29 presidential primary ballot. The Senate and the House are negotiating
over plans that would save taxpayers from under $100 to several hundred dollars a year. The House this Monday passed a
significantly different version. Senate leaders contend the House included issues not on the agenda that Pruitt, R-Port St.
Lucie, and House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, set when they called the special session, which began Oct. 12. One
chamber cannot unilaterally change that agenda. Rubio responded by canceling a House session set for Thursday. The House
will reconvene next Monday to give the Senate as much time as possible to review the House plan, Rubio wrote in an e-mail to
his members. The session is scheduled to end Monday but could be extended. ‘This is a complex issue and it requires a careful
approach,’ Rubio wrote. [Associated Press, 10/24/07]
The House Passed A More Complex Version Of The Property Tax Bill Than The Senate That Offered More Relief
For Non-Homeowners; Rubio Believed Non-Homeowners Have Taken “The Brunt Of This Property Tax Crisis.”
“The Florida House overwhelmingly passed a property tax plan Monday that is more complex and offers more relief to nonhomeowners than a Senate version, creating a potential stalemate between the chambers. Voters then may be left without a
tax-cutting proposal on the Jan. 29 presidential primary ballot. The House voted 108-2 for its proposed state constitutional
amendment during a special session called by Senate President Ken Pruitt and House Speaker Marco Rubio after a judge
removed an earlier legislative proposal from the ballot. If legislative leaders can work out differences between the chambers,
lawmakers will vote on a final version and then separately on a bill that would put the new plan on the Jan. 29 ballot. Those
votes, though, will not come before Thursday. Rubio, R-West Miami, said he was confident an agreement will be reached
before an Oct. 29 deadline for placing a proposal on the primary ballot. ‘This is a big issue and I think we’re very close,’ Rubio
said.’ ‘Everyone agrees that non-homesteads have taken the brunt of this property tax crisis,’ Rubio said. “We have an
opportunity to address it. That’s what our members saw when they put that in the bill and I tend to agree with them on that.”
[The Associated Press, 10/23/07]
The Senate’s Version Of The Property Tax Bill Saved Taxpayers $9.7 Billion, Rubio’s House Version Saved $11
Billion. “Facing deadline pressure, the Florida House passed a reworked property tax-cut plan with overwhelming bipartisan
support on Monday, setting up a showdown of dueling multibillion dollar tax-cut packages from the Legislature’s two
chambers. The House’s $11 billion package spreads some of the benefits to non-homestead property owners, who got
clobbered by the run-up in real estate values, and ties a new homestead exemption to home values in each county, a move in
part designed to provide bigger breaks to affluent areas such as South Florida. The House’s version of tax cuts makes all
permanent homeowners eligible for a new homestead exemption equal to 40 percent of the median home value in the county.
This would be a $100,000-plus exemption in Broward and Palm Beach counties, on top of the long-standing $25,000

homestead exemption. Last week, the Senate stayed true to a deal hatched between Gov. Charlie Crist and legislative leaders
before the tax-cut session started Oct. 12. The Senate’s $9.7 billion plan doubles the $25,000 homestead exemption on
everything but school taxes, gives homeowners portability and provides a 25 percent discount for first-time home buyers.”
[Sun-Sentinel, 10/23/07]
Part Of The Reason Why The Senate And House Were In Gridlock Over Property Taxes During The October 2007
Session Was Due To Rubio’s Instance On Eliminating All Property Taxes On Low-Income Seniors. “After months
of mulling over lofty economic theories about revamping the state’s property tax system, the biggest hurdle for lawmakers may
be how to help ‘abuelitas’ in Miami-Dade County without hurting chicken farmers in the Panhandle. ‘I think this was a huge
geographic debate,’ said Rep. Jack Seiler, D-Wilton Manors, of last week’s stalemate in a special session. ‘It was North Florida
versus South Florida. It was rural versus urban. It was small counties versus large counties. It was very pronounced.” House
Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, initially sought to eliminate all property taxes for low-income seniors in an issue near to
his heart. “In my district a lot of people, especially Cuban exiles that came here 30, 40 years ago; they don’t do stocks, they
don’t do bonds,” he said. “They worked really hard, they saved money, they buy a duplex. That is the dream of the middle and
lower middle class of my community.” He said that those dreams of living in part of a duplex and living off rental income
from the other half have been dashed by high property taxes. ‘That’s a nightmare,’ he said. “Imagine being 70 years old and
being in that situation.’ But Rubio’s idea costs $600 million a year. It was not part of an agreement between House and Senate
negotiators and was a large reason for the current stalemate as lawmakers face an Oct. 29 deadline to put a tax-cutting
referendum on the Jan. 29 presidential primary ballot. Rep. Ron Saunders, D-Key West, said the rest of the state is different
from Rubio’s Miami-Dade district. ‘Their problem’ in getting wide support for the plan, he said, ‘is that there’s not a whole lot
of us in the Legislature that have that problem.’” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 10/21/07]
Op-ed: Rubio Switched From Supporting Crist’s Original Tax Plan To His Own Version Because Of The Prospect
of Losing Clout. “Observers hoping to understand the dynamics of the property tax debate this week may want to mind the
ticking of the clock. No, not the literal one, which gets to zero at 5 p.m., Oct. 30 -- the deadline for putting a new tax plan on
the Jan. 29 presidential primary ballot. The more important countdown is a figurative one, and it marks the moment that will
come next spring when House Speaker Marco Rubio’s power as outgoing presiding officer dwindles to where he can no longer
set the statehouse agenda. And the realization of that political mortality, many believe, is driving the dramatic about-face
Rubio, R-West Miami, exhibited over the past two weeks -- from publicly supporting a relatively simple proposal by Gov.
Charlie Crist costing about $7 billion over four years to abandoning a signed deal and insisting on a massive proposal totaling
upwards of $30 billion in cuts, before it was modified late Friday to one that would reduce taxes by about $11 billion.” [S.V.
Date Palm Beach Post, 10/20/07]
Deal Between The Senate And The Houses Faded As Rubio Believed That The Senate Passed Bill Did Not Go
Deep Enough and Insisted On Eliminating Property Taxes For Low-Income Seniors. “A legislative deal to cut
property taxes fizzled Thursday as lawmakers vacated the Capitol and abandoned what seemed to be a sealed deal. Instead,
legislators were uncertain if they would meet the Oct. 29 deadline to put a multibillion-dollar tax cut referendum on the
January ballot. At issue: How much tax cutting is enough and just who should get the biggest break? Lawmakers have largely
agreed to two major items. One would allow current homeowners to keep tax saving accrued under the Save Our Homes
limits if they move within the state. Another would provide a new $25,000 exemption on business property like office
equipment that would eliminate the tangible property tax for nearly a million small businesses in the state. Along with Gov.
Charlie Crist’s plan to double the homestead exemption, and a new exemption for first-time home buyers, the deal seemed to
be set last week. But House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, said last week that the cuts were not deep enough and
insisted on eliminating property taxes for low-income seniors. When the cost for that became evident -- $600 million a year,
including $400 million for K-12 schools -- the plan was doomed in the Senate. Meanwhile, the idea to double the homestead
exemption for most Floridians to $50,000 also stumbled. Lawmakers from wealthy counties said the $200-plus break for
homeowners would mean little and lawmakers from rural counties said the revenue loss would cripple local governments.”
[Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 10/19/07]
After The Senate Passed Their Version Of A Property Tax Bill, Rubio Sent The House Home To Consider The
Outlines Of A New House Plan. “The proposed property tax plan that limped out of the Senate may be the best legislators
can get, Gov. Charlie Crist told The Miami Herald Thursday. ‘They have put forward what looks to me to be a very good plan
of $11 billion in property tax cuts,’ Crist said. ‘It doesn’t mean I couldn’t be happy with something else, just to be clear, but I
think that’s pretty darn good.” Crist said he doesn’t think the ideas that have emerged from the House this week -- a move to
provide a cap on all nonhomestead property tax assessments, a plan to replace property taxes that pay for schools with a onecent sales tax and an effort to create a larger homestead exemption based on median home values -- are realistic. Republican
House Speaker Marco Rubio of West Miami told House members early Thursday that they should leave town and return

Monday to consider the outlines of a new House plan that could be presented to them as early as Monday. Two major new
parts of the proposal: expanding homestead exemptions based on a percentage of the median home value of each county and
capping the assessed value increases of nonhomesteaded commercial properties. Rubio said the consideration of these
concepts -- assembled by Democrats using a hodge-podge of bipartisan ideas -- is the reason the House had not yet voted out
its own tax plan. ‘Some of them have turned out to be pretty good, some of them have turned out to be better than what was
on the table,’ Rubio said. [The Miami Herald, 10/18/07]
Rubio Wanted To Cut More Than the Crist Passed Senate Plan; He Said “People Are Going To Be Disappointed.”
“A multibillion-dollar deal to cut property taxes blew up Wednesday -- fueled by deep and volatile differences between leaders
of the House and Senate. Since lawmakers announced they would take another stab at placing a tax-cut package before voters,
House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, has made it clear: Bigger is better. But the Senate, long a reluctant partner in the
tax-cutting fight, has insisted on moderation. The result: What had been envisioned as an easy three-day special session is now
looking more like a siege. Senators are clearly worried about the effect their $9.7 billion package will have on local government
and school finances. By contrast, the House is driven by a conservative, anti-tax philosophy -- and by Rubio -- and is holding
out for a $14 billion plan, which it intends to pass today. As it did last spring, when his chamber passed a party-line plan to
replace property taxes with a 2-cent increase in the sales tax, Rubio’s zeal is testing the patience of Gov. Charlie Crist and the
Senate. Rubio had made it clear going into this week’s special session that Crist’s plan was much less tax relief than he wanted.
Rubio derided ‘the governor’s plan’ as only ‘better than nothing’ and declared, ‘People are going to be disappointed.’ Senators
wasted no time Wednesday killing that idea on a simple voice vote before passing their own package by a 26-11 vote. Three
Miami-Dade Republicans voted against it because it watered down a proposal to exempt low-income senior citizens from all
property taxes to exempting only the first $100,000 of property value. The House also revived Rubio’s tax swap by including a
provision to replace $3.9 billion in school property taxes with a 1-cent sales-tax hike. But Senate President Ken Pruitt, R-Port
St. Lucie, and his allies have said that proposal won’t even come up in the Senate.” [Orlando Sentinel, 10/18/07]
Rubio’s Plan Of Eliminating Property Taxes For Low-Income Seniors Would Cost $2.5 Million In Lost Revenue For
Palm Beach County. “Palm Beach County commissioners groused Tuesday about projections that the county would lose at
least $40 million in revenues next year under proposed property tax cuts being negotiated in Tallahassee. Roughly threefourths of the financial impact, or $30 million, would be a result of Gov. Charlie Crist’s call for doubling the state’s homestead
exemption, county budget officials estimate. Another $4.4 million hit to county revenues would result from a component that
would allow homesteaded property owners to transfer their Save Our Homes tax-cap savings if they move. The tax cut
strategy sparking the most anxiety among commissioners, according to their deliberations Tuesday, is House Speaker Marco
Rubio’s plan to erase property taxes for low-income seniors. It would wipe off $2.5 million next year in expected revenues to
Palm Beach County government. In Tallahassee the Senate Finance and Taxation Committee has heard similar concerns and
on Tuesday moved to sharply scale back Rubio’s proposal.” [Sun-Sentinel, 10/17/07]
Rubio’s Addition Of Eliminating Property Taxes For Low-Income Seniors Would Account For A School Funding
Reduction of $329 Million In 2008-2009. “A new property tax proposal would take $2.1 billion away from public schools
over four years, figures released by the legislature Monday revealed, with about two-thirds of that coming from the elimination
of all property taxes for low-income seniors. Republican Gov. Charlie Crist and legislative leaders from both parties had said
one of the reasons to replace the “super” homestead exemption proposal on the Jan. 29 ballot with the new plan was to “hold
schools harmless” by minimizing the cuts to school districts. But those school cuts have nearly tripled because of House
Speaker Marco Rubio’s insertion of a cut that would eliminate all property taxes for senior homesteaders 65 and older with
household incomes below $23,604. That would cut property taxes imposed by all local governments by $2.6 billion over four
years, including about $1.4 billion for schools during that time. In 2008-09 alone, the break for seniors would account for $329
million of the $442 million schools would lose, according to a Palm Beach Post analysis of the leg-islature’s estimates.” [Palm
Beach Post, 10/16/07]
Some Thought That Rubio Was Posturing During The October 2007 Special Session On Property Taxes. “House
Speaker Marco Rubio waved a letter from a 75-year-old Miami woman desperate to lower her “overwhelming” $10,091 tax bill
on her small childhood home that she rents out in Coral Gables. The letter is proof, he told a crowd of mortgage brokers and
real estate agents, that the property tax proposal the Legislature will take up today won’t go far enough. ‘What do I tell her?”
Rubio asked. ‘Congratulations! We passed a bill! Does it save you money? No, but we had a very nice press conference.’ While
Rubio’s public display of cynicism over Gov. Charlie Crist’s tax-cut plan seems unorthodox, it is a window into the way he has
approached the issue: with a brashness that has estranged potential allies, and a campaigner’s knack for choosing the facts so
he looks like a winner -- even when he loses. What Rubio doesn’t say about the letter, for example, is that the Miami woman
wouldn’t have been any better off under any of the three tax plans he has backed since spring. The current plan centers on
doubling homestead exemptions and “portability” so homeowners can carry tax savings to a new home. ‘A lot of things he’s

doing and saying is posturing,’ said Sen. Jim King, a Jacksonville Republican and former Senate president who describes
himself as a fan of Rubio’s. ‘He’s saying, `I believe in a lot of the things that the people have told me that they need,’ and he’s
setting himself up not as a short-term, but a long-term champion.’ Rubio, 35, won’t comment on his future political plans, but
has talked repeatedly about leading a citizens petition drive for a property tax overhaul, and resurrecting his failed plan to swap
homestead taxes for increased sales taxes. Such a drive would provide him visibility to campaign for another elected office
after term limits force him from the Legislature in November 2008.” [The Miami Herald, 10/15/07]


During The Debate On Property Taxes, Polls indicated that Voters in Miami-Dade Viewed Rubio More
Negatively Than Positively. “‘If and when Marco runs for higher office, he’ll have his work cut out for him,’ said Senate
Democratic Leader Steve Geller of Cooper City. ‘He’ll either be the guy who wanted to eliminate the taxes on your home
or the one who’s responsible for big tax cuts.’ Geller frets that though the “rhetoric” helps the West Miami Republican, it
could lead to huge tax cuts that damage many local government services. Rubio emerged as the defender of deep tax cuts
last spring, when he first proposed his tax swap. The $44 billion plan was rejected by the Senate, where members balked at
the five-year cost and Rubio’s hard-charging tactics. Lawmakers had to come back in a June special session, where Rubio
and wary Republican senators finally compromised on a constitutional amendment to super-size homestead exemptions.
But the ballot language was fatally flawed. A judge threw the measure off the Jan. 29 ballot, citing ‘misleading’ language,
forcing legislators to all but accept this new amendment. The new deal offers tax cuts of about $11 billion over five years - about one-fourth of Rubio’s original plan. Now, Rubio portrays the proposal as a “better than nothing” deal he wants
little credit for -- even though he not only signed off on it, but encouraged it when he sent Crist a letter asking him to
force legislators to take up property taxes after the amendment was thrown off the ballot. When Crist proposed the plan,
Rubio said it wasn’t good enough because it would have saved the average homeowner just $240 a year. ‘This is not my
plan and I want everyone to know it,’ he said after a Wednesday news conference, where he proposed more savings for
renters and poor seniors. Rubio suggested the add-ons to increase savings by $4 billion were his own. Senate tax
negotiators, however, had agreed to the concepts as well and some were expecting to announce the additions to Crist’s tax
plan with the House. Rubio’s aggressive approach is also about political survival. Polls by The Miami Herald and political
groups found that more people in Miami-Dade County viewed Rubio negatively than positively.” [The Miami Herald,
10/15/07]

Op-Ed: Rubio’s Call For Deep Taxes Were Never Taken Seriously In Tallahassee. “As lawmakers prepare to give
voters the chance in January to dramatically alter and cut their property taxes, the Republican from West Miami bemoaned last
week that the cuts were not deeper, and he attributes it to the need to have bipartisan support. But at the same time, Rubio is
prepared to vote for the plan he said would ‘disappoint’ most Floridians. It is a far cry from his earlier revolutionary call to
eliminate property taxes for residents. And despite holding virtual veto power over any legislation in the Capitol, he said he
would not try to force others to bend to his belief, principle and policy that getting rid of property taxes is best for the state.
Gone is Rubio’s conservative dream of ending property taxes for residents. Also gone are the efforts to get rid of Save Our
Homes, the 1992 voter-approved plan that many lawmakers feel unfairly burdens non-residents and businesses who do not
have the 3 percent cap on assessment increases. Instead, Floridians may vote on a plan in January that is intended to be
popular first and foremost; a plan lovable and simple enough to get three-fourths of the Legislature to agree to put it on the
January ballot where it then needs 60 percent approval from voters. In June, Republican lawmakers agreed to put a new ‘super
exemption’ option on the January ballot that would have phased-out Save Our Homes. Rubio, only 36, has long been viewed
as the rising star for conservatives, and former Gov. Jeb Bush gushed over Rubio’s big ideas and sweeping oratory. Rubio said
that a direct appeal to voters with a petition-gathering referendum issue might be needed to more drastically cut property
taxes. ‘You almost have to start asking yourself whether this property tax thing will ever be solved in the political process,’
Rubio said.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 10/14/07]
Rubio Called Crist’s Solution To Property Taxes As “If The Crisis Is A 10, This Solution Is A 2.” “Legislators on
Friday put the finishing touches on $1.1 billion in cuts to the annual state budget and immediately began their fourth special
session of the year to address the thorny matter of property taxes. Hearings on the issue are scheduled Monday in both the
House and Senate. The package lawmakers are taking up would double the homestead exemption to $50,000, allow
homeowners to transfer their Save Our Homes tax savings when they move - a measure known as portability - and provides a
25 percent tax discount for first-time home buyers. The savings from portability and the first-time home buyer discount would
apply to all Florida homesteaders who moved or bought their first home in 2007, according to House and Senate leaders. As
Democrats voiced concerns the bill might be too harmful to local governments, House Speaker Marco Rubio expressed
disappointment that the tax savings per year would average just $214. ‘If this crisis is a 10, this solution is a 2,’ Rubio, R-West
Miami, told reporters. Yet Rubio said he’s going along with the plan because Crist campaigned on portability and doubling the
homestead exemption and it’s important to deliver on his fellow Republican’s promise. [Sun-Sentinel, 10/13/07]

Rubio Was “Unenthusiastic” With Crist’s Original Proposal Regarding Property Taxes For The October 2007
Special Session. “State House and Senate leaders released the framework of a property-tax cut plan Wednesday that adopts
most of Gov. Charlie Crist’s proposal and adds a few tweaks, giving renters a break and allowing low-income seniors to pay no
homestead taxes. The tentative deal means it will likely pass in some form by Oct. 22, now that the Legislature plans to extend
the special lawmaking session on the budget through next week. If approved by voters, the proposed constitutional
amendment would save taxpayers about $2.1 billion statewide in 2008-09, but the plan would mean savings of only $240 for
the average homeowner. The modest relief falls short of the Legislature’s goals for deep savings but salvages their efforts to
place a constitutional amendment on the Jan. 29 ballot. House Speaker Marco Rubio said he was “disappointed” and
unenthusiastic about the measure but promised to return with more tax cut proposals during the legislative session in the
spring. ‘This is not my plan, and I want everyone to know it,’ Rubio told El Nuevo Herald on Wednesday. The West Miami
Republican has spent most of the year pushing for bigger savings that many lawmakers have rejected as unrealistic. The
centerpiece of the plan, first proposed by the governor and Senate Democrats, is ‘portability,’ which would allow people to
take their tax-exemption protections from one home to a new one. It also doubles the $25,000 homestead exemption, gives
first-time Florida home buyers an additional extra permanent exemption and leaves school taxes untouched.” [The Bradenton
Herald, 10/11/07]
Rubio: Crist’s Plan Was A Disappointment. “Sprinting toward an Oct. 29 deadline, and careful to preserve a fragile
compromise with the Democratic opposition, House Speaker Marco Rubio announced a deal Wednesday to put property tax
reform on the ballot in January. But the Republican anti-tax crusader could barely hide his disappointment over a compromise
plan, pushed largely by Gov. Charlie Crist, that calls for doubling the $25,000 homestead exemption with an average savings of
about $200 for most homeowners. ‘This is a time for candor,’ Rubio said. ‘There’s going to be a lot of disappointment. It’s a
savings that’s going to underwhelm people.’ Now that lawmakers have reached a budget-cutting deal to make up for a $1.1
billion shortfall in the state’s $71 billion-plus budget, lawmakers will work through next week in an extended special session
preparing a series of proposals for cutting property taxes.” [Florida Today, 10/11/07]
While Rubio Unenthusiastically Endorsed Crist’s Plan, Offered Alternatives. “While saying he is disappointed that more
property taxes are not being cut, House Speaker Marco Rubio embraced Gov. Charlie Crist’s latest tax-cutting plan on
Wednesday, clearing the way for the Legislature to put the new proposal on the Jan. 29 presidential primary ballot. With the
Senate also backing the governor’s plan, Rubio’s endorsement formally signifies the abandonment of a complicated super
homestead exemption that lawmakers put on the ballot, only to have it rejected by the courts. It will be replaced by Crist’s new
plan, which focuses on doubling the $25,000 homestead exemption and allowing homeowners to transfer a portion of the
Save Our Homes savings when they move. The House and Senate are expected to vote on the new constitutional amendment,
which must be endorsed by 60 percent of the voters, as early as next Wednesday, after extending their current special session
that dealt with cutting $1.1 billion from the state budget. While endorsing Crist’s plan, Rubio also advanced a half-dozen other
property tax breaks. The most significant is the elimination of all property taxes for low-income senior citizens, defined as
someone 65 or older who has a household income of less than $24,214 a year. The Senate is backing a similar package. In
total, the governor’s tax plan -- including the Legislature’s additions -- should save property owners about $11 billion over the
next four years -- which was well short of the super exemption, which would have saved about $16 billion. But Rubio said that
was the best lawmakers could do given ‘the realities’ of opposition from the Democrats, who had enough votes to block a
ballot issue they did not like, and the Oct. 29 deadline of trying to put a new issue on the presidential primary ballot. ‘There are
a lot of things to vote for,’ Rubio said about the new package. ‘But that being said, there is clearly going to be disappointment
about the level of cuts for the individual.’ He noted that homeowners, on average, would only save about $214 a year by
doubling the homestead exemption to $50,000. ‘There isn’t going to be any celebration about that,’ Rubio said.” [Sarasota
Herald-Tribune, 10/11/07]
The October Special Session on Property Taxes Was From October 19-29 2007. From a proclamation: “We, Ken Pruitt,
President of the Florida Senate, and Marco Rubio, Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives, by virtue of the authority
vested in us by Article III, Section 3(c)(2), Florida Constitution, and Section 11.011, Florida Statutes, do hereby proclaim:
Section 1. That the Legislature of the State of Florida is convened in Special Session at the Capitol in Tallahassee, Florida,
beginning 10 minutes upon adjournment sine die of Special Session C of the 83rd Legislature since statehood in 1845, and
ending at 11:59 pm on Monday, October 29, 2007.” [US State News, 10/11/07]
Rubio Added $3 Billion To Crist’s $6.3 Million Property Tax Cut Package. “House Speaker Marco Rubio credited Gov.
Charlie Crist’s ‘extraordinary leadership’ but said the proposed property tax cuts, particularly doubling the $25,000 homestead
exemption, will lead to public disappointment. ‘This is a time for candor,’ Rubio said during a 1 p.m news conference. ‘The
voters of the state of Florida understand what this is. It would serve no one to stand up here and say this is the best plan ever.’
In turn, Rubio offered $3-billion in additions to Crist’s $6.3-billion proposal, including curbing ‘highest and best,’; assessing

affordable housing at less than just value; eliminating property taxes for low-income seniors; and creating exemptions for
homeowners who make energy efficiency upgrades. Rubio also called for changing the way people challenge assessments -putting the burden of proof not on the homeowner but the property appraiser. More detail here. Despite his less than upbeat
tone, Rubio said this is just a start. ‘We’re going to continue to work on this issue,’ he said. ‘This is not going to go away.’” [St.
Petersburg Times the Buzz Blog, 10/3/07]
The Original June Property Tax Amendment Which Rubio Did Not Mention That The Save Our Home Program
Would Be Phased Out, A Judge Ruled That It Could Not Be Placed On The Ballot. “Facing opposition within the
Legislature and wary voters, state lawmakers appear to be moving away from a flawed property-tax amendment to provide
relief for burdened homeowners and buyers. In September, a circuit court judge ruled the Legislature’s state constitutional
amendment to create a property-tax ‘super-exemption’ was misleading and removed it from the Jan. 29 ballot. The state
appealed the ruling, and Gov. Charlie Crist called for another special legislative session this month to ensure a property- tax
amendment is on the January ballot. The amendment, which the Legislature adopted over Democratic opposition in June,
would have phased out Save Our Homes, the state’s 3 percent cap on annual increases to assessed values for primary homes.
Save Our Homes was a key issue in the judge’s ruling, which said the lawmakers’ ballot summary referred only to revising, not
phasing out, the benefit. It also could be a factor in whether the Legislature tries to clean up the amendment and put it back
on the ballot. ‘At a time when people’s taxes keep going up, it’s very difficult to go to voters and convince them that they
should let go of a security blanket like Save Our Homes,’ Rubio said Friday.” [News-Journal, 10/7/07]
Rubio Decided To Drop The Effort To Phase Out The “Save Our Homes” Program. “House Speaker Marco Rubio is
ready to give up efforts to phase out the popular Save Our Homes Amendment that gives primary homeowners protection
against dramatic increases in property taxes. Rubio acknowledged any replacement for a previously proposed tax-cutting state
constitutional amendment would leave Save Our Homes intact. A judge has thrown that amendment off the ballot. ‘It’s clear
Save Our Homes is a very popular protection that homeowners enjoy,’ the West Miami Republican said Friday. ‘In a time
when people’s taxes keep going up it’s very difficult to go to voters and convince them that they should let go of a security
blanket like Save Our Homes.’ Budget-cutting and no-fault auto insurance issues have been resolved at a special legislative
session ending next Friday with final but anticlimactic votes on spending reductions. So, attention now is turning to property
tax relief. Rubio, a vocal tax-cutting advocate, and Senate President Ken Pruitt, R-Port St. Lucie, have announced plans for a
separate special session on that issue before the end of October. Lawmakers need to act by then to meet a constitutional
deadline for putting a new amendment on the Jan. 29 presidential primary ballot. [The Associated Press, 10/6/07]
Rubio Likened Florida’s Property Tax Situation To Its Budget Problem. “House Speaker Marco Rubio opened a 10-day
special session Wednesday by blaming Florida’s high property taxes for a $1.1 billion budget shortfall. Rubio’s pitch was clearly
designed to increase pressure on the state Senate, whose leaders are reluctant to revisit a tax-cutting constitutional amendment
recently stripped from the Jan. 29 ballot by a Leon County circuit judge. ‘It’s undeniable there’s a linkage between the property
tax crisis and what’s happening with our budget,’ said Rubio, R-West Miami. ‘We collect sales tax based on what people have
in their pockets to spend,’ he added. ‘And the more money government takes from them in property taxes, the less money
they have to spend.” Rubio’s attempt to kick-start the Senate was among several tense exchanges between legislative leaders
who -- in launching their third special session of the year -- seem remarkably unsure about how it will end.” [Orlando Sentinel,
10/4/07]
Rubio Urged Crist To Mandate The Legislature Tackle Property Taxes Before The End Of October Because the
State’s Successful Appeal Of A Circuit Judge’s Decision On The June Amendment Language Was Not Guaranteed.
“Florida lawmakers struggled for months to deal with the state’s no-fault auto insurance system and property-tax reform. But
now, as the no-fault system gets ready to die Monday and a tax-reform plan is in legal jeopardy, House Speaker Marco Rubio
wants to take up the issues again. Rubio, R-West Miami, asked Gov. Charlie Crist on Friday to add auto insurance and
property taxes to a special legislative session that will start next week to cut the state budget. The request came after House
and Senate leaders disagreed about taking up the issues as they formally called the session Friday. Rubio wrote to Crist saying,
in part, that ‘we have reached a point where, without your leadership, the urgent needs of Floridians will not be addressed.’
After months of debate, lawmakers passed a two-pronged tax plan that includes asking voters in January to approve a
constitutional amendment that would offer increased exemptions for owners of homesteaded property. But that plan was
placed in jeopardy Monday when a Leon County circuit judge rejected the proposed ballot wording because he said it was
misleading. The state is appealing the decision. But Rubio said in his letter to Crist that a successful appeal is not guaranteed
and that lawmakers face an Oct. 31 legal deadline to correct the ballot wording.” [News-Journal, 9/29/07]
Rubio Supported The Appeal Of A Circuit Court’s Ruling That The June 2007 Property Tax Amendment Was
Misleading And Inaccurate. “Rubio issued a statement saying that he agreed that the Legislature should appeal the decision.

But at the same time, lawmakers could work in special session next month to either provide additional property tax relief that
doesn’t need voter approval, or to put a proposal on the January ballot that offers even more property tax relief than what
lawmakers initially suggested. ‘While we are disappointed with the court’s ruling, we must also recognize the opportunity it
presents,’ said Rubio, R-West Miami. ‘The Legislature now has the opportunity to give voters the option of pursuing
additional property tax measures. ... We must do everything in our power to preserve the January 29 special election, even if
that means addressing the property tax issue in the upcoming special session.’” [Associated Press, 9/25/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio Wanted To Abolish Home rule; Was Tied With Crist As Being “The Most Dangerous Politician In
Florida.” “Who is the most dangerous politician in Florida? As of now, it’s a tie between Gov. Charlie Crist and House
Speaker Marco Rubio. Crist is the kind of politician the cliche “smooth as silk” was meant to describe. He’s likable. He’s
sincere. He looks you straight in the eyes. He answers every question. He’s smart. Rubio is young, ambitious, energetic,
handsome and smart, as well. Both Crist and Rubio know a surefire way to political popularity is to create a bogeyman to
deflect attention from your own house (underfunded schools, development run amok, inadequate social services, etc.) and
attack the one thing many people love to hate - taxes. But dangerous? Yes. Not satisfied with the cuts in property tax revenues
the Legislature ordered earlier this year, both are pushing the constitutional amendment on the Jan. 29 ballot that would
supersize the homestead exemption. If the amendment passes, it will take millions of dollars out of the budgets of local
governments, including those of public schools. The St. Petersburg Times quoted Rubio as saying, “Really, what today’s about
is what we have to do in addition to that amendment, irrespective of that amendment.” [Ronald Littlepage Florida Times
Union, 9/25/07]
A Leon County Judge Blocked The Jan 29th Ballot Measure On Property Taxes That Was Passed in June of 2007
Because The Language Was Misleading And Inaccurate; Rubio Was Already Planning A Campaign To Pass The
Measure. “The biggest tax-cut vote in state history has been blocked from the Jan. 29 ballot, for now, after a Leon County
judge ruled that the Legislature’s proposed constitutional amendment language was ‘confusing’ and ‘misleading’ to voters. ‘Try
as this court has,’ Circuit Judge Charles Francis wrote Monday, ‘this Court cannot find that the language is clear, concise,
unambiguous and fair.’ The reason: The Legislature’s proposed ballot summary didn’t tell voters that they would be phasing
out the popular Save Our Homes tax cap limiting taxable homestead value increases at 3 percent a year. Instead, the ballot
summary said voters would be ‘preserving’ and ‘revising’ Save Our Homes. Also, the ballot summary said ‘everyone’ would get
a minimum $50,000 homestead tax exemption. But the new exemption was meant to apply only to those who would opt into
the new system -- which calls for a maximum $195,000 exemption on a home with a $500,000 assessed value. The Legislature
is sure to appeal or fix the ballot language in the Oct. 3 special lawmaking session concerning state budget cuts. Already, polls
show a minority of voters favor the measure -- far short of the 60 percent threshold needed to amend the constitution. Gov.
Charlie Crist and House Speaker Marco Rubio of West Miami have announced separate efforts that together could raise
upward of $10 million to campaign for the amendment.” [The Miami Herald, 9/25/07]
The Florida Chamber Of Commerce And Other Groups Supported Rubio’s Position On The January 2008 Property
Tax Amendment, But Asked That More Needed To Be Done On The Issue. A powerful group of business leaders
pledged support Wednesday for the super homestead exemption, but told House Speaker Marco Rubio that much more needs
to be done to cut property taxes. The Miami Republican, aware of public confusion and perhaps disappointment over the plan
before voters Jan. 29, readily agreed. ‘Really, what today’s about is what we have to do in addition to that amendment,
irrespective of that amendment,’ Rubio told the group. Polls show that fewer than 50 percent of potential voters support the
proposal - which needs 60 percent to pass - though almost a third of the electorate remains undecided. The package includes a
$25,000 exemption on the tangible tax paid by businesses, but the main thrust is for primary homeowners: a new homestead
exemption of up to $195,000 on the value of a $500,000 home. For that reason, business groups have been slow to embrace
the amendment. But they are being encouraged to support it as a way to kick-start the economy. During an hourlong meeting
with Rubio, the groups called for an end to an assessment practice known as ‘highest and best use,’ in which a used-car lot can
be valued much higher because the land could be used for a high-rise hotel or other purpose. Keyna Cory, a lobbyist for
Associated Industries of Florida, complained about the current boards that hear disputes over property assessments. [St.
Petersburg Times 9/20/07]
Crist Interrupted Rubio’s Meeting With Business Leaders As The Two Competed “For The Upper-Hand In
Leading The Charge For Lower Property Taxes.” “House Speaker Marco Rubio met with top business interests today to
talk property taxes. Bottom line: The cuts ordered up by the Legislature this year are a good first step. Rubio urged support for
the Jan. 29 ‘super’ homestead exemption because, ‘No. 1, it’s hard to get a tax cut out of government to begin with and No. 2,
it’s hard to get a cut of this magnitude. It will help a lot of people save a lot of money. ... And now that our governor has come
out in favor of it so strongly, he’s going to lead that effort, and we hope that we can work together and make that happen. But
the Miami Republican made clear that the intent of the strategy session was to form ideas for the next step -- whether the

amendment passes or fails. Business wants an end to the assessment practice known as ‘highest and best use,’ a revamped
system for appealing valuation and simply lower taxes for non-homestead property. Gov. Crist made a surprise visit and
offered encouragement. But the appearance (watch the video) hinted at tension as both Republican superstars compete for the
upper-hand in leading the charge for lower property taxes. At the table: The Florida Chamber of Commerce, Realtors, Florida
Retail Federation, Florida Association of Mortgage Brokers and the Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association. Most of
those groups were not enthusiastic about Rubio’s ‘tax swap,’ which would increase sales tax to do away with property taxes on
primary homes. The idea died with opposition in the Senate, but Rubio remains interested. Still, he shifted attention away from
that today. ‘My goal at the end of the day is to fix the property tax crisis in Florida.’” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog,
9/19/07]
Rubio Believed That Fees Were More Fair Than High Property Taxes. “House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami,
who led the charge to cut property taxes this year, said fee increases are more fair -- and more visible -- than taking advantage
of soaring real-estate prices to collect more property taxes, as cities and counties have done during the past few years. ‘Fees are
clear; they’re not hidden,’ Rubio said. ‘If you don’t like that city and county officials are raising them, you can vote them out of
office on Election Day.’” [Orlando Sentinel, 7/21/07]
Chris Timmons Op-Ed: Rubio Was Very Brash When It Came To Property Taxes. “Tallahassee Mayor John Marks is
considered by knowledgeable observers of the city’s politics as a modern-day Sisyphus, which means he has a reputation for
saying and doing the pointless. And House Speaker Marco Rubio and friends, ardent anti-Madisons and Federalist Papers
politicians, came out of it as emotive, temperamental, dissembling and reactionary Dionysian. One of the results of the
Legislature’s three-day special session was a by-pass of Madison’s invention, and a contradiction from the same Republican
Party that decried the way policy questions are finding themselves in the state’s Constitution, when it was matter of universal
Pre-K and over-crowded schools. Senate President Ken Pruitt, the Madison among us, challenged a portion of Rubio’s tax
plan. So Rubio responded by challenging bicameral government and placed the property-tax issue on the ballot.Not so long
ago, a fairly conservative politician would have been horrified by Rubio’s intransigence. Yet in today’s Dionysian world,
process is a bother. Doing what one feels is right within or outside of the established order is the only thing that matters.
Those of us familiar with Florida’s politics would automatically assign Rubio’s actions as the actions of a House leader. For the
Florida House is generally considered brash, impatient and quick-tempered. Against that backdrop is the Senate, whose
coolness and maturity brings a level of stability and rationality to state politics. And that may be so in this case. Yet perhaps
this act of Rubio’s will reveal something we have come to know, but have been reluctant to admit: Legislators no longer
legislate. In Florida, the voter does. So forget the ballot process, or bicameral government, and allow citizens to amend and
propose statues and budgets themselves.” [Chris Timmons Tallahassee Democrat, 7/15/07]
Homesteaders Would Benefit The Most From The June 2007 Property Tax Package Rubio Supported. “The latest
property tax reform proposal would provide immediate relief to all Florida property owners, but it may not lessen the disparity
in taxes paid by homesteaded property owners and nonhomesteaded owners. The proposal, agreed on by the state
Legislature’s Joint Committee on Property Tax Relief and Reform, would save taxpayers $31.6 billion -- $15.6 billion in
statutory tax relief and $16 billion through a constitutional amendment, according to a letter to legislators from Senate
President Ken Pruitt, R-Port St. Lucie, and Speaker of the House Marco Rubio, R-Miami. Because rollbacks and an additional
percentage reduction would apply to all taxpayers by the same amount, it wouldn’t help close the gap between homesteaded
and non-homesteaded property taxes, said Harvey Bennett, spokesman for the nonprofit, nonpartisan taxpayer advocacy
group Florida TaxWatch. The statutory relief, if passed during the special session that began June 12, would take effect for this
fall’s tax bills. In addition to a rollback to the 2006-2007 tax rates, the statutory change would give each county an additional
percentage reduction based on how financially responsible it has been over the past five years and also cap spending.” [The
Jacksonville Business Journal, 6/18/07]


Schools Were Spared Under The June 2007 Property Tax Package Rubio Supported. “Special taxing districts,
including school districts, would be required to roll back rates and give an additional 3 percent reduction. This would
account for a $1.6 billion reduction in tax revenue statewide. However, Pruitt and Rubio said in the letter that they “intend
to hold schools harmless from these cuts.” [The Jacksonville Business Journal, 6/18/07]

Businesses Would Always Receive Exemptions Under The 2007 Property Tax Package Rubio Supported; “Save Our
Homes” Would Be Phased Out. “The constitutional amendment would phase out Save Our Homes in favor of a new
super-homestead exemption. This exemption would give homeowners a percentage of savings at each level of home value -75 percent of the first $200,000 of a home’s value would be exempt and 15 percent of the next $300,000 in value would be
exempt from taxing. The constitutional amendment would also give businesses an exemption on the first $25,000 of tangible

personal property tax. That would completely exempt 1 million of the state’s 1.3 million businesses.” [The Jacksonville
Business Journal, 6/18/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Passage Of The June 2007 Property Tax Package Made Him Seem To Be Likely Crist Successor.
“Even before this week produced what Republicans are touting as the largest tax cut in Florida history, House Speaker Marco
Rubio, 36, had amassed the kind of star power that much more experienced politicians envy. But by proving himself an ardent
conservative voice for tax relief, Rubio has carved himself a place in Florida history. The son of Cuban exiles emerged from
this latest meeting of the Legislature as the big political winner, a plausible successor to Gov. Charlie Crist and former Gov.
Jeb Bush -- and perhaps even more. ‘All of a sudden, he’s become not just a major figure in state politics but someone to
watch on the national scene,’ said Dario Moreno, a political science professor at Florida International University in Miami.
‘He’s the new hot, young Hispanic face for the Republican Party.’ Rubio, who is from West Miami, has been showcased in
recent national television broadcasts as the young, articulate and handsome speaker of the Florida House in search of huge
property tax cuts. He not only crisscrossed Florida this year on a campaign-style push for tax relief, but he prodded fellow
Republicans in the Senate to accept deeper tax cuts than they had first favored. As a result, he became the most easily
recognized leader of Florida’s property tax rebellion.” [Sun-Sentinel, 6/16/07]
Rubio’s Original Property Tax Plan Was A Five Year Tax Package That Totaled $47 Billion In Cuts, The June
Proposal Had The Potential To Deliver $31.6 Billion. “Florida property owners will get a break on their next tax bill and
protections from hefty increases in the future under a five-year, $15.6 billion cut that state lawmakers approved Thursday. The
benefits could be even greater for primary homeowners, perhaps as much as $16 billion, if voters approve a second part of the
plan to phase out the Save Our Homes protections in exchange for bigger homestead exemptions. The partisan votes belied
the unanimity that Senate leaders prided themselves on during property tax debates in the regular session as both parties in
that chamber pushed for an overall tax package that cut about $15billion over five years. Instead, the final vote more closely
resembled predictions from House Speaker Marco Rubio, who said consensus would be nearly impossible while he pushed a
five-year tax package that totaled $47billion in cuts.” [The Palm Beach Post, 6/15/07]
The June 2007 Property Tax Cut Passed the Senate 37-0 And Passed The House 117-1; Rubio Believed the Package
Was About “Savings To People, Not About Cuts To Government.” “Tax bills this November should reflect an aggregate
savings of $15.6 billion to property owners of all types, including homesteaders, snowbirds, landlords and business owners.
The average homeowner’s tax bill is expected to drop by $174. ‘This is about savings to people, not about cuts to
government’” said House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami. “The voices of the people of Florida said, ‘Don’t come back
and don’t stop trying until you get this done.’ The Senate passed the tax rollback 37-0. The House approved it 117-1, with the
lone ‘no’ vote cast by Rep. Jim Waldman, D-Coconut Creek.” [Sun-Sentinel, 6/15/07]


The June 2007 Property Tax Package Was A “One-Two Punch.” It’s a one-two punch to the old way of taxing real
estate in Florida. The first part requires local governments throughout the state to roll back tax rates to deliver savings to
all property owners, including snowbirds and landlords, and not just homesteaders. Those savings should show up on
people’s tax bills this fall. The second segment is a proposed amendment to the state constitution that voters must
approve for it to take effect. It would benefit permanent Florida residents only, and apply only to their primary homes.
Under the tax rollback, cities and counties must freeze their tax collections at current levels. Local governments must then
reduce taxes by as much as 9 percent. Exactly how much depends on how much they raised taxes during the past five
years. It is estimated this measure alone will slice $15.6 billion off tax collections statewide over five years. Local
governments will then have to follow a legal cap barring them from increasing tax rates beyond certain levels. Local
government boards and commissions can override the rollback and tax cap by supermajority votes, or through voter
referendums. The proposed amendment to Florida’s constitution creates additional tax benefits for permanent residents,
and must be approved by 60 percent of the voters in a special election scheduled for Jan. 29. If enough people vote yes,
the additional tax breaks will become effective in the fall of 2008. Homesteaders would be allowed a one-time choice of
whether to accept a bigger homestead exemption or retain their current benefits under the existing Save Our Homes
amendment to the state constitution, which limits property tax assessment increases to 3 percent a year. The superexemption for homesteads would provide varying tax breaks depending on the value of a Floridian’s residence. It would
eliminate taxes on 75 percent of the first $200,000 of a home’s value, 15 percent of the next $300,000, or a minimum of
$100,000 for low-income elderly (65 and older) homesteaders and $50,000 for all others; replacing the existing $25,000
homestead exemption and 3 percent annual assessment limit under Save Our Homes. Under the proposed amendment,
businesses would also enjoy a tax break on the first $25,000 they pay for certain tangible personal property, such as
computers, desks and machinery. [Sun-Sentinel, 6/15/07]

Ronald Littlepage Op-Ed: Rubio Would Greatly Benefit From The June 2007 Property Tax Plan, If The Package
Was Implemented In 2007 His Property Taxes Would Have Been Reduced By 36 Percent. “The numbers are still in
flux as the debate in Tallahassee continues, but if the savings are 10 percent, that would have $260,000 leaving Jacksonville and
headed to Pennsylvania, Liberty’s home. Now for the extra cash that would end up in the pockets of Republican leaders. The
second major part of the property tax plan calls for a change to the state constitution that would supersize homestead
exemptions. Instead of the current $25,000 exemption, the new exemption could be worth up to $195,000 depending on the
value of the primary residence. That would be particularly helpful to people who have just purchased homes and don’t get the
benefit of the Save Our Homes amendment that longtime homeowners enjoy. Yep, Rubio would be one of those newbies.
According to the Miami-Dade Property Appraiser’s Web site, Rubio only recently moved into his home. This year its market
value was $503,662 and he paid $11,796 in property taxes. It would be understandable if he had been a little torqued that a
neighbor whose home carries a market value of $250,000 only paid taxes on an assessed value of $89,000 thanks to Save Our
Homes. But help is on the way if the Rubio/Pruitt plan goes through. If the constitutional change had been in effect this year,
Rubio’s property taxes would have dropped to $7,600, a 36 percent savings.” [Ronald Littlepage Florida Times-Union,
6/14/07]
Rubio Cut Off A Legislator On The Floor Who Was Questioning The June 2007 Tax Package. “During more than
four hours of debate Wednesday night on property tax reform, the first Republican to ask questions of the ballot proposal
crafted by GOP leaders was abruptly cut off by House Speaker Marco Rubio. Rep. Carl Domino, R-Jupiter, was peppering the
House’s lead negotiator for property taxes with questions about the decision to ask voters to give up a system that has shifted
the tax burden from homestead owners to businesses and owners of second homes. But before Domino could finish his series
of questions to Rep. Dean Cannon, Rubio rushed into the chamber, slammed the gavel, recognized the next lawmaker waiting
to speak and once again left the House floor. Rubio, R-West Miami, returned an hour later and asked Domino to continue, but
the dramatic moment was a snapshot of a tense and emotional special session that may conclude today with the Republicancontrolled legislature passing its property tax plan. Most of the tension has occurred along party lines, as Republican leaders
have tried to close ranks around their plan to decrease property taxes by $32 billion over five years while Democrats have
decried the $7.2 billion hit that schools could take. The reduction of property taxes that school districts collect would occur
over four years and would be due to the proposed constitutional amendment that would replace the $25,000 homestead
exemption and Save Our Homes cap on assessments with much larger homestead exemptions.” [Palm Beach Post, 6/14/07]
Rubio Along With Senate President Ken Pruitt Crafted The Replacement Of Save Our Homes With A “Super
Exemption” During The June 2007 Special Session. “Some Republicans plan to vote for a proposed state constitutional
amendment offered by GOP leaders to slash property taxes even though they said Wednesday they’re unsure it’s really a better
deal for homeowners and are worried public schools would suffer. The measure is racing toward a close vote in the Senate but
is expected to easily pass in the House. The new amendment crafted by Rubio and Senate President Ken Pruitt, R-Port St.
Lucie, would replace Save Our Homes and a $25,000 homestead exemption with a ‘super exemption.’ It would exempt 75
percent of the first $200,000 of a home’s value and 15 percent of the next $300,000. An estimated 73 percent of homesteaders
would get a lower tax bill at least initially an estimated average cut of $1,300, or 44 percent, in the first year. Those who do not
gain an advantage would keep existing benefits. Without the cap, though, taxpayers could get bigger percentage increases in
the future. Republican leaders said it’s impossible to calculate beyond five years.” [The Associated Press, 6/14/07]
Democrats Were Skeptical Of The Rubio Backed June 2007 Property Taxes Plan Because School Funding Would
Be Cut By $7.2 Billion Over Five Years. “On the first day of the special session to lower property taxes, here’s what
lawmakers started cutting: expectations for a huge tax cut this year and a January vote for even bigger savings. The
Republican-led Legislature didn’t appear to have the votes Tuesday to push deeper cuts more quickly because Democrats
oppose $7.2 billion in school cuts over five years in the $31.6 billion plan. But the schools dispute belies the real trouble: It’s
almost impossible to fix the complicated tax system, protect local services and fulfill simple promises made by Gov. Charlie
Crist and House Speaker Marco Rubio, who have raised public expectations of deep tax cuts. The two Republicans have
barnstormed the state separately for months. Rubio held out for bigger cuts in the recent legislative session, promising people
will get a tax bill ‘they can afford.’ Crist repeatedly pledged a reform that will send ‘a sonic boom’ that will kick start the state
economy when taxes ‘drop like a rock.’” [The Miami Herald, 6/13/07]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio Acted Like A Bully On Property Taxes. “It didn’t take long for the Florida
Legislature to quickly shift the focus on property tax relief from policy to politics. Since he can’t win on bad policy, House
Speaker Marco Rubio has elected to threaten and bully his colleagues as he forces an all-or-nothing showdown. That’s no way
to open a special session that is supposed to produce sound tax policy that stands the tests of time and the courts. Rubio made
it clear Tuesday that he isn’t interested in hearing legitimate criticisms about a constitutional amendment that would create an
overly generous super homestead exemption to replace the existing $25,000 exemption and phase out Save Our Homes. He

could not care less about alternatives, and he refuses to consider reducing the tax breaks to a more reasonable level. For this
antitax Republican from Miami, it’s all or nothing this week when it comes to overhauling the property tax structure. Then it
ought to be nothing. House Republicans and Democrats should stand up to this young ideologue and say enough. This may
be the way to win praise from Grover Norquist at Americans for Tax Reform in Washington. It is not the best path to higher
public office in Florida, which appears to be Rubio’s goal.” [St. Petersburg Times Editorial, 6/13/07]
Rubio Characterized The $1.5 Billion Cut To Schools If The June 2007 Proposal Was Passed As A Property Tax
Reduction Not A Cut To Schools. “House Speaker Marco Rubio, treading carefully so as not to set off partisan war, sought
to counter Democratic criticism today by pointing out their tax cut proposal also targeted schools. ‘The Democratic plan
recognized then what we recognize now: How much schools get in the budget is an annual decision.... and education is our
top priority,’ Rubio said at a news conference. ‘The choice before us is very easy,’ Rubio said, flanked by top Republicans. ‘If
you think that there s no property tax problem in Florida, then vote no. If you think we have a property tax problem, you need
to vote for this plan.’ Rubio characterized the $1.5-billion first-year impact to schools as a property tax reduction, not a cut to
education funding. He also sought to counter arguments that voters will not support the plan because they lose their 3-percent
Save Our Homes cap. The new plan, he stressed, provides a large homestead.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 6/12/07]
Rubio Voted for Property Tax Relief. On June 14, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill to increase the homestead exemption to
75 percent of the first $200,000, plus 15 percent of the next $300,000. The bill also provides a minimum exemption of
$50,000, which is increased to $100,000 for low-income seniors and adjusts the upper limit by growth in per capita Florida
personal income and allows it to be increased by a 2/3 vote of the legislature. Additionally, the bill limits the existing Save Our
Homes assessment limitation to those homesteads for which it provides a greater benefit than the increased homestead
exemption; Allows a statutory exemption from ad valorem taxes for tangible personal property no less than a value of $25,000;
Allows affordable housing subject to rent restrictions imposed by a governmental agency to be assessed by general law; Allows
working waterfronts to be assessed by general law; and Requires the legislature to limit the authority of local governments,
with the exception of school districts, to increase property taxes. [SJR 4B – Ad Val Tax/Tax Assessments/Homestead
Exemption [FPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 6/11/07]
Florida Today Editorial: Rubio Crafted The June 2007 Property Tax Proposal Behind Closed Doors With The
Senate President. “GOP Senate President Ken Pruitt and Republican House Speaker Marco Rubio only recently released an
outline of the proposal, made up in such secrecy that it had to reported by letter to the rank-and-file. And only at the 11thhour Friday afternoon did they reveal the details: The plan would cut $31.6 billion over five years and cost local governments a
large share of their annual property tax revenues. Here’s what Pruitt and Rubio want lawmakers to approve: --- Cities and
counties must roll back taxes to 2006-07 levels, and cut taxes 3 percent to 9 percent, depending on how much they increased
taxes over the last five years. Brevard will have to cut 7 percent. The tax cuts could be overridden by a supermajority vote by
local government -- say, four of five members of the Brevard County Commission. Otherwise, future spending would be
capped. --- A referendum to be held Jan. 29 on tiered homestead exemptions: 75 percent on the first $200,000 in home value,
and 15 percent on values between $200,000 and $500,000. Local governments will have to cut services hard to make up for the
shortfall. And lawmakers are sure to hear -- loud and clear -- about every cut that reverberates in unpredictable ways on other
aspects of the economy or puts an end to a service voters want. That’s why we hope the result of this hornet’s nest of
conflicting interests won’t be a repeat of January’s insurance special session: Touted by lawmakers as a success, but proven to
be a failure.” [Florida Today Editorial, 6/10/07]
The Stuart News Editorial: The Property Insurance Legislation Passed In January 2007 Failed; The June
2007Property Tax Proposal Would Adversely Impact Local Governments. “Thorough research needed before lawmakers
propose major changes to state tax structureLess than a week before a special session on Florida tax reform, no one had
numbers on the effects legislative proposals would have on local taxpayers or governments. This is reckless. Only recently has
the public learned just how thorough their representatives are when it comes to making major decisions: * Congress members,
now presidential candidates, admit they never read the full intelligence report before voting to attack Iraq.* Floridians have yet
to see homeowners insurance discounts promised by back-slapping lawmakers in January after a special session. Instead, the
state, through its own taxpayer-backed Citizens insurance, has accepted insurance lia-bilities that could lead to financial
armageddon, and non-renew notices are becoming routine. The unintended consequences of lawmakers -- in both parties -who don’t do their homework has been tragic. And less than a week before a special session on Florida tax reform, no one had
numbers on the effects legislative proposals would have on local taxpayers or governments. This is reckless. It is a way for
lawmakers, primarily Gov. Charlie Crist and House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, to pound their chests and claim
they’re going to hammer tax-and-spend local governments into submission. All the while, Crist, Rubio & Co. don’t talk about
the unfounded mandates they’ve passed to local governments or the 7.2 percent property tax increases they have required for
local school boards to pass along.” [The Stuart News Editorial, 6/10/07]

Michael Bender Op-Ed: Rubio Bet His Political Future On Property Taxes; Florida GOP Spent $100,000s Of
Promoting “100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future” Book. “Marco Rubio put himself among Florida’s most
ambitious House leaders when he published a book of 100 ideas to serve as his agenda during his two years as speaker. But
despite spending more than $575,000 for the book, related speaking tours and Web sites promoting the goals, Rubio is still
trying to wrap his arms around the one idea that could mean the most to his political future: lowering property taxes. ‘That’s
how we will be judged for the rest of our lives and the next 100 years,’ Rubio, R-West Miami, said of the property tax debate,
scheduled for special session starting June 12. Rubio suffered a setback this year when his tax plan -- the most publicized idea
in his 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future book -- received bipartisan opposition from the Senate and was scorned by
Republican Gov. Charlie Crist. A review of Republican Party of Florida expenditures since 2005 shows that at least $575,000
has been spent on publishing and promoting Rubio’s celebrated book and the divisive tax proposal included within the 169
pages. Some of the cash, $173,000, was spent on Web sites for both the book and property tax plan. Another $150,000 went
to Donna Arduin, a consultant who helped develop the tax proposal and other ideas in the book. The actual book cost
$157,400. The largest share of those expenses, about $77,000, was paid to publish the book. Some $18,000 reimbursed Bridget
Gregory, who party leaders said paid some of the book’s other bills from her own pocket. State Republicans have paid
$480,000 to Gregory, a party fund-raiser and wife of Rubio deputy Chief of Staff Chris Nocco, 2005 for consulting, travel and
other expenses. Party leaders said those costs were not related to 100 Ideas, although Gregory did help organize property tax
teleconferences between Rubio and party activists during the session.” [Michael Bender Palm Beach Post, 6/5/07]
After Rubio’s Sales Tax Swap Plan Failed, He Embraced Increasing The Homestead Exemption. “The latest leg of
House Speaker Marco Rubio’s property tax tour comes to West Palm Beach today, when he is scheduled to visit with a
politically active business group. Rubio said he is visiting with small groups around the state while he determines the level of
property tax cuts he’ll push for in an upcoming special session. Rubio toured the state last year developing his book 100
Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future, which included an elaborate plan to eliminate taxes on primary homes, known as
homesteads, and replacing most of the revenues with a sales tax increase. He stumped the state again before the annual spring
session promoting the plan. But Senate leaders refused to negotiate on a sales tax increase and the impasse kept lawmakers
from agreeing on property tax reform, their top goal of the session. Now, Rubio is focused on increasing the homestead
exemption. How much that exemption should grow is the focus of the tour, he said. He was in Miami, Daytona and Ormond
Beach on Tuesday and Brandon and Hernando County on Wednesday. The Republican Party of Florida has paid for the travel
of all three tours, he said.” [Palm Beach Post, 5/31/07]
Once Ignored During The Regular Session, Rubio Embraced The House Democrats’ Plan Of Property Tax
Exemption, Although He Wanted To Calculate Savings Based On 75% Not 50%. “The House Democrats’ plan for an
exemption based on the median value of a home was ignored by Rubio and the Republican-led House during the regular
session. Now it is being heralded as the fairest plan of all. Calculating exemptions on a county-by-county basis means a county
that experiences huge runups in home appreciation would see its median value rise, which would raise the tax exemption. The
original proposal calls for an exemption based on half the median value. That also softens the blow to local governments in
counties with a small tax base because their median prices would be low, and so would the tax cuts. Rubio has shown interest
in the Democrats’ idea, with a twist. He recently asked staff to calculate savings based on using 75 percent of the median value,
not 50 percent. ‘I think we can play with the numbers. But I am getting convinced we need to tie this to median value as
opposed to hard numbers,” he wrote in a memo to staff. ‘Otherwise it will require constant adjustment.’ The median approach
has its own challenges. Because lower value homes drag down the exemption, there could be resistance to affordable housing
projects. And it could pit counties against each other.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/28/07]
“Citizens For Property Tax Reform” Aimed To Put A Tax Reform Amendment On The January 2008 Presidential
Primary Ballot, Group Had Significant Support From Rubio. “Members of a South Florida citizens’ group with some
influential backing have a message for state lawmakers: Lower property taxes soon or we’ll do it ourselves. Citizens for
Property Tax Reform announced Thursday it is prepared to raise and spend more than $2 million to put a tax-cut amendment
before voters on the 2008 primary ballot. The group has established a campaign headquarters. Supporting the cause: the
powerful Latin Builders Association. The challenge is daunting: They must gather and verify more than 611,000 signatures for
a yet-to-be written proposal that lowers property taxes enough to win the approval of 60 percent of voters. The group is
heavily backed by the Latin Builders Association and Miami-based supporters of Rubio, embracing the lawmaker’s original
plan to swap a hike in sales tax with eliminating all taxes on homesteaded properties.” [The Miami Herald, 5/25/07]


Rubio Changed His Proposal To Include Pieces Of Save Our Homes Even His Proposal Still Skewed Savings
For Owners Of High Price Homes. “Rubio supports creating a super-sized exemption on homesteaded property,
which would be based on each home’s market value. All primary homeowners would pay a base rate of 20 percent on the

market value of the home, up to $300,000. Owners of more expensive homes would pay 30 percent on the portion
between $301,000 and $1 million and 70 percent on the portion beyond $1 million. Democrats have countered with a plan
that gives homesteaded property owners their existing $25,000 exemption plus a write-off that’s equivalent to half the
median value of a home in their county. Rubio said Thursday he is looking at another option that would take pieces of the
Democrats’ plan but expand it to give heftier tax breaks to owners of higher-priced homes. Under Rubio’s new option:
Homeowners would get a super-exemption of 75 percent of the median value of a home in their county unless they are
over age 65, in which case their tax exemption would be 90 percent. Homes whose market value is between median value
in the county and twice the median value would get an exemption worth 50 percent the median value; Homes worth more
than twice the median value would get a 25 percent exemption on their taxes.” [The Miami Herald, 5/25/07]
After The Property Tax Swap For An Increase Of The Sales Tax Failed, Rubio Proposed Getting Rid Of Save Our
Homes With Higher Exemptions. “Under the present system, a homeowner who qualifies for a $25,000 homestead
exemption is enrolled in the Save Our Homes program. Created to protect homeowners from the increased tax burden
normally associated with rising property values, it caps the annual increase in the taxable value of a home at 3 percent. The
Rubio plan, adapted from an idea suggested by Rep. David Simmons, R-Maitland, would eliminate the homestead exemption
and Save Our Homes program. Instead, it would exempt from taxation 80 percent of the first $300,000 of a home’s value, 70
percent of each dollar between $300,000 and $1-million, and 30 percent of every dollar above $1-million. Rubio said he
believes his plan will boost the Florida economy by eliminating Save Our Homes, which he called an artificial drag on home
sales, and put more cash in residents’ pockets.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/18/07]
Rubio Deplored The Property Taxes On ABC’s NightLine. “ABC’s Nightline tackled Florida’s property tax debate
Wednesday in a segment that prominently featured House Speaker Marco Rubio. ‘Usually people come to Florida to run away
from the hassles, the cost of living of where they were from,’ Rubio said. ‘And now they’re telling us, ‘you know, this is
starting to look like the place that I came here to get away from,’ and that’s not the kind of talk we want to hear.’ Rubio was
shown in a Miami restaurant talking with property owners, then in a sit-down interview with reporter Chris Bury. ‘I think the
property tax is a horrible way to tax people’ Rubio said as Bury described the legislator’s unsuccessful attempt to trade taxes on
primary homes for higher sales tax.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 5/17/07]
Rubio’s Property Tax Proposal Of Exemptions Up To 80% For Homes Valued At $300,000 Or Less Was Not Many
“Unanswered Questions.” “When House Speaker Marco Rubio backed off his effort to link property tax relief with a hike
in the state sales tax last week, many hailed the move as a significant breakthrough for the upcoming special session on
property taxes.But Rubio’s latest proposal, which drew some praise from Gov. Charlie Crist on Tuesday, still leaves many
unanswered questions. The plan would provide a property tax exemption up to 80 percent for homes valued at $300,000 or
less, with decreasing exemptions for more valuable homes. While it offers significant relief to homeowners, it is unclear how
much it could cut local government revenues and services. The Florida Association of Counties said a preliminary estimate
calculates the plan could cost local governments $25 billion over the next five years. THE STORY SO FAR: House Speaker
Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, has advanced a new House plan that would exempt up to 80 percent of a home’s value from
property taxes. CRITICS SAY: There are not enough details of the plan to evaluate it fully. Among the missing elements is the
impact the property tax cuts -- which could be as much as $25 billion over five years -- would have on local government
services, such as trash collection or law enforcement. Another missing element is whether the plan would provide similar relief
to non-homestead and commercial property. If those properties are provided a tax cut, it will increase the cost to local
governments.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 5/16/07]
After The 2007 Regular Session, Rubio Revealed Another Property Tax Plan After The Sales Tax Swap Failed.
“House Speaker Marco Rubio unveiled a new strategy for giving homeowners steep property tax savings Friday, one that
would vastly expand homestead exemptions and spread them to seasonal residents and business owners. The new offer would
take up to 80 percent of the property value off the tax rolls for homes with market values of $300,000 or less. On the next
$700,000 in taxed value on homes, 70 percent would be exempt. Just value over $1 million on resident homeowners would get
30 percent taken off the tax roll. Rubio said Friday the net effect is that average homeowners would see their tax bills cut
nearly in half. The concept is an offshoot of an idea that surfaced the last week of session to base tax cuts on a percentage of
the value of homes. Resident homeowners currently get a base, $25,000 homestead exemption from the taxable value of their
homes, and then gradually build up more savings through the Save Our Homes cap as the market value of their property
grows faster than the taxable value.” [The News-Press, 5/11/07]
Rubio And Senate President Ken Pruitt Formally Called A Special Session On Property Taxes That Started On June
12, 2007. “House and Senate leaders Wednesday formally called a special session on property tax relief for June 12-22 and
appointed a joint committee to draft proposed legislation in the interim. Senate President Ken Pruitt, R-Port St. Lucie, and

House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, had announced plans for the special session last week after the chambers were
unable to sort out their differences on the issue with only two days left in the 60-day regular 2007 session. It ended last Friday.
The joint committee is scheduled to meet May 21 to review and discuss options and June 4 to present proposed legislation.
Pruitt and Rubio called the special session to deal exclusively with property taxes, and they have been adamant that lawmakers
should focus only on that issue.” [The Associated Press, 5/9/07]
Rubio Voted For Property Tax Cuts. On April 18, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that establishes a millage limitation for ad
valorem taxes levied by counties, municipalities, and special districts. Beginning in 2007, these taxing authorities cannot levy a
millage rate greater than the “rolled-back rate,” adjusted for the change in the Consumer Price Index over the previous year,
unless the rate is approved by a supermajority vote of the governing board. This has the effect of limiting annual property tax
revenue growth to CPI inflation plus tax revenues associated with net new construction. According to the Bradenton Herald,
“The Florida Legislature is considering making cuts in property taxes for individuals by limiting the property tax
revenue available to local governments. In other words, they would limit the millage rate that cities could approve, and thereby
the amount of property tax revenue cities could receive. At face value, you may think this is a great idea. Lower taxes make
happy citizens, right? But, recognize the possible side effects. If property taxes are cut, the results could be potentially
devastating for Florida’s communities.” [Bradenton Herald, 4/30/11; CS/HB 7001 – Ad Valorem Tax Millage; Florida House
of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/20/07]
Rubio Voted for Eliminating Homestead Tax; Raising Sales Tax. On April 18, 2007, Rubio voted for the house joint
resolution that provides a number of property tax relief measures. The HJR exempts homestead property from the statemandated required local effort levied by school districts and replaces the forgone revenue by increasing the sales tax rate.
According to the Palm Beach Post, “House Speaker Marco Rubio’s proposal for a constitutional amendment to eliminate
homestead property taxes by increasing the sales tax - the most elaborate proposal in the House Republican tax reform
package. […] ‘The bigger the savings, the less consensus there will be,’ Rubio said. ‘It’s never been our goal to have consensus.
Our goal is to make sure the next time that the next time taxpayers of this state get a property tax bill, it’s one they can afford
to pay.’” [Palm Beach Post, 4/17/07; HJR 7089 - Property Tax Exemptions; Discretionary Sales Surtaxes; Ad Valorem Tax
Millage Limitation; Increased Sales Tax; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/28/07]
As 2007 Regular Session Neared To An End, Rubio Supported A Petition To Get His Property Tax Cut On The
Ballot And Was Not Opposed To A Special Session On Property Taxes. “For Gov. Charlie Crist, the legislative deadlock
over property taxes presents a perfect chance for the state’s salesman-in-chief to do what he does best: campaign. But the
once-unstoppable force of the governor’s charm offensive is colliding with House Speaker Marco Rubio’s immovable call for
massive tax decreases. It’s a clash of style and substance: an ever-popular governor vs. an alluringly popular plan to swap sales
taxes for property taxes. Dueling voter drives between two Republican leaders. Rubio, of West Miami, has already spoken of
the need to bypass the very Legislature he controls by asking citizens to gather signatures and then vote on his plan to
eliminate virtually all homeowner property taxes in favor of raising the sales tax. Crist, who has shied away from the
controversial idea, wants to double the homestead exemption and allow people to transfer homeowner tax savings to new
homes. If Rubio backs a citizen initiative, Crist is likely to do the same with a plan of his own. A special session devoted to
property taxes later in May. Though leaders vowed to cut property taxes in the current session, Rubio has said he is willing to
let the session end without agreement if the tax cut is not as deep as he believes it needs to be. He said he’s in no rush, and can
face property owners. Many people -- including a man Crist showcased at a Thursday press conference -- are concerned they
haven’t seen the large rate decreases after the Crist-led January overhaul of the insurance market.” [The Miami Herald,
4/3/07]

INTANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX
Rubio Voted in Favor of Repealing the Intangible Personal Property Tax. On March 23, 2006, Rubio voted in favor of
repealing the intangible personal property tax on stocks, bonds, and notes. According to the Miami Herald, “The intangibles
tax -- a levy on stocks, bonds and notes that was reviled by some of Florida’s wealthiest citizens -- was voted out of existence
by the state Legislature Wednesday […] Geller said eliminating the tax -- equivalent to 1/20th of 1 percent of intangible assets
-- would have little effect on those who pay it, but would cost the state $292 million in lost revenue by 2008.” [HB 209 –
Annual Intangible Personal Property Tax; Miami Herald, 4/27/06]
Rubio Voted For Tax Cut For The Wealthy. On May 6, 2005, Rubio voted for the bill that imposes two different intangible
personal property taxes: an annual tax is imposed at the rate of 1 mill on the value of stocks, bonds, notes, and other intangible

personal property; a non-recurring tax is imposed on obligations secured by liens on Florida realty at the rate of 2 mills.
Individuals and businesses are currently obligated to pay an annual tax on stocks, bonds, notes, governmental leaseholds, and
interests in limited partnerships registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission. According to the Florida TimesUnion, the bill is, “a measure cutting in half the intangibles tax on stocks and bond.” [Florida Times-Union, 5/6/05; CS/SB
2348 – Intangible Personal Property Tax; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/21/05]
Rubio Voted For Eliminating The Recurring Tax On Intangible Personal Property. On December 6, 2001, Rubio
voted for eliminating the recurring tax on intangible personal property on January 1, 2004. Intangible personal property
includes stocks, bonds, promises of repayment, etc…. According to the Associated Press State & Local Wire, “Responding to
a national recession magnified in Florida by terrorist-induced fear of travel, lawmakers vote Thursday on about $1 billion in
cuts to the state spending plan for the current fiscal year. The plan has already been agreed to by House and Senate leaders, in
a deal made possible by Gov. Jeb Bush’s insistence that a tax break given earlier this year to people with investments be taken
back for now. […] On Wednesday, the House passed the measure delaying the cut to the intangibles tax, sealing the deal. An
earlier attempt to balance Florida’s budget - which is required by the state constitution - broke down in October when the
Senate and House couldn’t agree on whether to postpone that intangibles tax break, which was passed by lawmakers in the
spring.” [Associated Press State & Local Wire, 12/6/01; H23-C – Relating to Intangible Personal Property Taxes; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 11/27/01]
Rubio Voted For Eliminating Taxes On Intangible Personal Property. On December 6, 2001, Rubio voted for the bill
that eliminates the recurring tax on intangible personal property effective January 1, 2004. Taxable intangible personal property
includes, among other things, stocks, bonds, notes, other obligations to pay money, and accounts receivable. According to the
Tallahassee Democrat, the bill “to abolish the intangibles tax in January 2004 after the two-year delay did not fare so well […]
Under current law, people who have more than $20,000 in stocks and bonds have to pay the tax, which is $1 per $1,000 in
holdings owned Jan. 1 of each year. Lawmakers have steadily scaled back the tax for several years. This spring, they raised the
exemption from $20,000 to $250,000 for individuals and extended the same exemption to companies. The latest rollback will
remove about half a million people from the tax rolls. The Legislature’s action Wednesday puts them back on the rolls, at least
temporarily.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 12/6/01; HB 23 - Intangible Personal Property Taxes; Florida House of Representatives
Staff Analysis, 11/27/01]
Rubio Voted For Postponing Tax Cut. On December 5, 2001, Rubio voted for the bill that postpones increases in the
intangibles tax standard exemptions for natural persons and married couples filing jointly, and a new $250,000 exemption for
taxpayers that are not natural persons, from January 1, 2002 until July 1, 2003. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, the bill
is a “two-year delay in the intangibles tax cut puts about $128 million back into the state budget each year it is delayed.”
[Tallahassee Democrat, 12/6/01; SB 44 - Property Tax; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 11/26/01]
Rubio Voted For Tax Cuts For Stocks And Bonds. On May 4, 2001, Rubio voted for the bill that makes the following
changes to current law regarding the intangible personal property tax: the annual intangible tax rate is lowered from one mill to
0.75 mills on each dollar of just valuation. To retain the inducement for investing in the Florida’s Future Investment funds, the
annual intangible tax rate for investment in the funds is lowered from 0.85 mills to 0.64 mills when the average daily balance in
the funds exceeds $2 billion and from 0.70 mills to 0.53 mills when the average daily balance exceeds $5 billion. According to
the Florida-Times Union, the bill “would cut $ 222 million in the intangible personal property tax, which is levied on such
things as stocks and bonds. The House also wants to cut other taxes, including renewing a popular program that allows
shoppers to avoid paying sales taxes on clothing purchases for a week in the summer.” [Florida Times-Union, 3/31/01; HB 21
- Taxation; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/30/01]

Investment Taxes
Rubio Co-Sponsored The “Economic Growth And Jobs Protection Act Of 2011” That Would Rescind The 3.8% Tax
On Investments. “By Mr. CORNYN (for himself…Mr. Rubio)… S. 1738. A bill to rescind the 3.8 percent tax on the
investment income of the American people and to promote job creation and small businesses; to the Committee on Finance.
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, today I am introducing the Economic Growth and Jobs Protection Act of 2011. This
legislation would repeal the 3.8 percent surtax on investment income that was included in the Health Care Reconciliation Act
of 2010 (P.L. 111-152, signed into law by the President last year. I am pleased that Senators Crapo, Rubio, Hutchison, and
Burr are cosponsors of this legislation.” [Marco Rubio CR 102, 10/19/11]

Pay Roll Taxes
Rubio Voted for Payroll Tax Cut Extension Conference Report. On February 17, 2012, Rubio voted in favor of
approving the conference report on the payroll tax cut extension. According to AFP, “The US Congress approved a
compromise bill Friday extending a payroll tax cut and jobless benefits through 2012, ending a bitter fight over a measure
aimed at boosting the tepid US recovery. The House voted 293 to 132 in favor, and the Senate quickly followed with a vote of
60 to 36. The plan extends a cut in the Social Security tax rate -- from 6.2 to 4.2 percent -- for another 10 months, and
unemployment benefits through 2012. It will mean a salaried worker making an annual $50,000 will be getting about $1,000
more in take-home pay over the course of the year. The measure also puts off cuts in payments to doctors by Medicare, the
national health insurance program for the elderly, until after the November elections. The cost of the package has been
estimated at $150 billion.” [Roll Call 22, H 3630, 02/17/2012]
Rubio Voted For Temporary Payroll Tax Cut Extension Through February 2012. In 2011, Rubio voted in favor of a bill
temporarily extending the payroll tax cut and other expiring provisions through February 2012. According to Congressional
Quarterly Today, “Leaders of both parties reached a deal late Friday that would extend for two months an expiring Social
Security payroll tax cut, renew benefits for workers who have been unemployed for more than half a year and preserve current
Medicare reimbursement rates for physicians. The Senate adopted the extension, which was sponsored by Majority Leader
Harry Reid, D-Nev., and Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., as an amendment to a House-passed payroll tax cut
extension (HR 3630) for all of 2012. The amendment was adopted 89-10, and the bill was passed by unanimous consent,
setting up a vote in the House next week to clear the measure for the president’s signature.” [Roll Call 232, H 3630,
12/17/2011; Congressional Quarterly Today, 12/17/11]
Rubio Voted to Advance Republican Version of Payroll Tax Cut that Required Increased Medicare Payments. In
2011, Rubio voted in favor of a McConnell motion to proceed on a bill to extend the payroll tax cut through 2012 and pay for
it though increased Medicare payments from higher-income earners. According to Congressional Quarterly Today, “The
Senate then rejected, 20-78, a motion to proceed to a Republican-favored proposal offered by Dean Heller of Nevada (S
1931), that would continue the existing 2 percent tax cut, offsetting it by extending the current pay freeze for federal workers
and reducing the federal civilian work force through attrition. It would also curtail Medicare, unemployment and food stamp
benefits for taxpayers with annual incomes of roughly $1 million or more.” [Roll Call 220, S 1931, 12/01/2011; Congressional
Quarterly Today, 12/1/11]
Rubio Voted to Kill Extension of Payroll Tax Cut. In 2011, Rubio voted against a Reid motion to proceed to a bill to
extend the payroll tax cut through 2012 and pay for it with a surtax on millionaires. According to Congressional Quarterly
Today, “First, the Senate turned back, 51-49, a motion to proceed to a bill offered by Bob Casey, D-Pa., (S 1917), that would
pay for an extension and expansion, from 2 percent to 3.1 percent, of the payroll tax reduction in current law by levying a
surtax on income in excess of $1 million a year.” [Roll Call 219, S 1917, 12/01/2011; Congressional Quarterly Today,
12/1/11]

Sales Tax
Rubio Was Not Oppose To Reviewing Sales Tax Exemptions, But Warned That Sunsetting Them Would Create
Economic Uncertainty. “The Taxation Budget and Reform Commission, a group of 25 influential citizens appointed by the
governor and Legislature, meets only once every 20 years. It possesses the power to place constitutional amendments on the
ballot without consulting the Legislature. Four lawmakers also sit on the commission, but as nonvoting members. Among the
commission’s more vocal members is John McKay, who has tried before to repeal the state’s long list of sales tax exemptions,
ranging from religious items to cell-phone towers to movie-production equipment. House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West
Miami, said he does not oppose reviewing exemptions, but warned that sunsetting them would create harmful economic
uncertainties for businesses. House leaders rejected calls from Democrats earlier this year to repeal sales tax exemptions,
equating it with a tax increase. [Tampa Tribune, 11/16/07]
Rubio Voted for Eliminating Homestead Tax; Raising Sales Tax. On April 18, 2007, Rubio voted for the house joint
resolution that provides a number of property tax relief measures. The HJR exempts homestead property from the statemandated required local effort levied by school districts and replaces the forgone revenue by increasing the sales tax rate.

According to the Palm Beach Post, “House Speaker Marco Rubio’s proposal for a constitutional amendment to eliminate
homestead property taxes by increasing the sales tax - the most elaborate proposal in the House Republican tax reform
package. […] ‘The bigger the savings, the less consensus there will be,’ Rubio said. ‘It’s never been our goal to have consensus.
Our goal is to make sure the next time that the next time taxpayers of this state get a property tax bill, it’s one they can afford
to pay.’” [Palm Beach Post, 4/17/07; HJR 7089 - Property Tax Exemptions; Discretionary Sales Surtaxes; Ad Valorem Tax
Millage Limitation; Increased Sales Tax; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/28/07]
Rubio Opposed A Plan To Reduce The State’s Sales Tax From 6% To 4.5%. “House Speaker Tom Feeney blasted a
Senate plan to revamp the state sales tax system as ‘fundamentally unfair’ but promised Tuesday that he would allow the
proposal to go to a vote before the full House of Representatives. The proposal seeks to ask voters in November to lower the
sales tax rate from 6 to 4.5 percent and eliminate $4.2 billion worth of exemptions to businesses. In addition to Feeney,
members of the House Republican Task Force, led by Coral Gables Republican Marco Rubio, also spoke out against the
proposal Tuesday. The committee has had several meetings on the issue, and members said they remain unconvinced of the
need to overhaul the sales tax system. The clash between the House and the Senate, both led by Republicans, signals a
philosophical difference of opinion in the state GOP over what Florida’s fiscal policy should be.” [The Miami Herald,
2/13/02]
Rubio Voted For A Community Contribution Sales Tax Credit. On May 4, 2001 Rubio voted for a bill that would
provide a sales tax credit equal to 50% of a contribution made to an eligible sponsor or project involved in the Enterprise
Zone Program. [H1225 – Relating to Economic Development; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/24/01]

Fair Tax And Flat Tax
News-Journal: Rubio Is A Fan Of The Fair Tax. “A fan of the FairTax plan, Rubio thinks the country needs a simpler tax
code and an amendment that would require a balanced federal budget. The only way to ensure a smaller government, he told
his audience, is to shrink its revenues.” [News-Journal, 4/28/11]
Rubio Wanted To Implement A Flat Tax If He Was Elected Senator. “Rubio said he could work with Democrats on a
number of issues, such as implementing a “flat tax.” A flat tax, a Republican proposal that Democrats oppose, would tax all
income at a certain rate instead of the progressive scale in place now.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/29/10]

Tax Reform
Rubio Sponsored An Amendment That Would Prohibit The Treasury Department From Requiring Information
About Certain Interests Paid To Nonresident Aliens. This bill would prohibit the Treasury Department from inquiring
about interests paid to nonresident aliens. According to the Congressional Record, “SA 721. Mr. RUBIO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 1619, to provide for identification of misaligned currency, require
action to correct the misalignment, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: At the end, add
the following: SEC. __. PROHIBITION ON TREASURY REGULATIONS WITH RESPECT TO INFORMATION
REPORTING ON CERTAIN INTEREST PAID TO NONRESIDENT ALIENS. Except to the extent provided in
Treasury Regulations as in effect on February 21, 2011, the Secretary of the Treasury shall not require (by regulation or
otherwise) that an information return be made by a payor of interest in the case of interest-- (1) which is described in section
871(i)(2)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and (2) which is paid-- (A) to a nonresident alien, and (B) on a deposit
maintained at an office within the United States.” [CR S6142, 10/4/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored Bill That Blocked IRS Regulation Concerning Interest Deposits Paid To Non-Resident Aliens
On Banks . “Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) and other Senate Republicans on Tuesday introduced a bill aimed at blocking pending
regulations that would require banks to report to the Internal Revenue Service all interest deposits paid to nonresident aliens
(NRA)… they believe the pending regulations have the potential to drive billions of dollars of deposits away from U.S. banks.
A summary of the bill provided by Rubio’s office argues that this could leave U.S. banks undercapitalized and less able to lend
in the U.S.” [The Hill Floor Action Blog, 8/3/11

Rubio Supported Comprehensive Tax Reform; Changing The Tax Code. “‘Some believe that there are some in America
that make too much money and should pay more in their taxes,’ Rubio said. ‘Another group believes that in fact our revenues
should come not from taxes but from more taxpayers.... Ultimately we look for more revenue for government from economic
growth, not from growth in taxes…’ In an interview after the debt vote, Rubio said he’d long supported comprehensive tax
reform.’ There are things in the tax code that are there because of good lobbying,’ Rubio said. ‘If you are the beneficiary of
some special classification that you got because you hired a good lobbyist, then yeah, your taxes might go up. Our tax code is
way too complicated.’” [The Miami Herald, 8/2/11]
Rubio Sponsored The Seniors’ Tax Simplification Act Of 2011, Established Tax Form 1040SR For Those 65 And
Older. According to CRS, the Seniors’ Tax Simplification Act Of 2011 would make it easier for seniors to file their tax
returns, “Directs the Secretary of the Treasury to make available a new federal income tax Form 1040SR (similar to Form
1040EZ) to individuals who have turned 65 as of the close of the taxable year. Allows the form to be used even if income
includes: (1) social security benefits; (2) distributions from qualified retirement plans, annuities, or other such deferred
payment arrangements; (3) interest and dividends; or (4) capital gains and losses.” [CRS, 5/17/11]

Tax Code
Rubio Voted to Block “Buffet Rule” Bill to Increase Taxes on High-Earners. On April 16, 2012, Rubio voted against a
motion to invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on the Reid, D-Nev., motion to proceed to the bill that would require
taxpayers with more than $2 million in income to pay an alternative minimum of 30 percent in federal taxes, with a phase-in of
the higher rate starting at the $1 million level. According to the Hotline, “The U.S. Senate blocked the proposed ‘Buffett Rule,’
which would increase to 30 percent the minimum tax rate of those earning $1 million per year. Dems fell well shy of the 60vote supermajority required for passage, with a final tally of 51 to 45.” [Roll Call 65, S 2230, 04/16/2012; Hotline, 4/17/12]
Rubio Op-Ed: The Buffet Rule Was Flawed Because It Raised Taxes On Job-Creating Investment And Makes No
Meaningful Dent In The National Debt; The U.S. Should America’s Corporate Tax Rate; Against Tax Increases,
and Simplify The Tax Code. In an op-ed Rubio writes how much the tax code is in a “mess.” He argues against an increase
in taxes, simplifying the tax code, and lowering the corporate tax rate. On The Buffet Rule Rubio he said, “The Buffett Rule is
a flawed policy because it raises taxes on job-creating investment and makes no meaningful dent in our national debt. It has
nothing to do with putting millions of unemployed Americans back to work and everything to do with the president keeping
his job.” [Marco Rubio, The Daily Caller, 4/16/12]
Rubio Voted Against The Buffet Rule. According to the Palm Beach Post, “Monday’s vote fell along party lines with
Florida Senator Bill Nelson, a Democrat, voting for it and Republican Senator Marco Rubio voting against it. In a recent
opinion piece, Rubio called the tax “an election-year political stunt.’ ‘It has nothing to do with putting millions of unemployed
Americans back to work and everything to do with the president keeping his job,’ he wrote.” [The Palm Beach Post, 4/16/12]
Rubio Criticized The “Buffet Rule.” According to WFOR, “‘The number one issue for America is we have to grow our
economy and create jobs,’ Rubio told CBS4’s Jim DeFede. ‘Somehow the perception is being created that if your paycheck is a
million a year you pay less in taxes. That is not true. What the president is talking about when he talks about the Buffet Rule is
investment income. It’s not money you make on a weekly or biweekly paycheck, its money you make on investments’… ‘I
understand the polls, I can read a poll just like Barack Obama can,’ Rubio continued. ‘I understand that people look at it and
say, `Yeah, how come Warren Buffet pays less than his secretary?’ What they need to understand is the reason why he may pay
less than his secretary is that she makes her money on a paycheck and he makes his money on investments. We have always
wanted Warren Buffet to instead of putting that money in a coffee can, to take his money and invest it because that created
jobs.’” [WFOR, 4/10/12]
Rubio Voted To Update Tax Code, Provide Corporate Tax Breaks For Investing In New Projects. On April 30, 2004,
Rubio voted for the bill that updates references in Chapter 220, Florida Statutes to reflect changes in the U.S. Internal
Revenue Code adopted after April 25, 2003, when HB 1839 (last year’s corporate income tax update) was passed by the
Florida House of Representatives. According to the Tampa Tribune, the bill “provides $125 million tax break for corporations
investing in new capital projects.” The Orlando Sentinel adds, “The bill would link state and federal tax codes and reflect
changes made by Congress to raise bonus depreciation from 30 percent to 50 percent for qualified investments made after
May 5, 2003.” [Tampa Tribune, 5/2/04; Orlando Sentinel, 5/1/04; SB 1826 – Corporate Income Tax/Revenue Code; Florida
Senate Staff Analysis, 3/22/04]

Rubio Voted To Update The Florida Income Tax Code. On April 25, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill to update the Florida
Income Tax Code to reflect the changes Congress has made to the U.S. Internal Revenue Code of 1986. This definition
provides for “piggybacking” each change made during 2002 in the U.S. Internal Revenue Code. The bill shall take effect upon
becoming a law and shall operate retroactively to January 1, 2003. [HB 1839 – Corporate Income Tax; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/9/03]

Taxes & Trust Funds
Rubio Voted for Exempting Fractional Aircraft from State and Local Taxes. On April 30, 2008, Rubio voted for a bill
that would exempt aircraft primarily used in a fractional aircraft ownership program from state and local sale and use taxes.
The bill also exempts the parts and labor from sales and use taxes. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “(the) tax break,
approved by a 97-22 vote, would eliminate sales taxes on the sale and maintenance costs of aircraft used by air-travel timeshare businesses. It would also set a maximum tax of $300 on the sale of an interest in such ‘fractional ownership’ aircraft
programs. The break was drafted specifically to help Avantair Inc. of Clearwater, which sells partial-ownership stakes in a fleet
of Piaggio Aero P180 Avanti turboprops to businesses and affluent travelers who do not want to fly on commercial aircraft.
Company executives say they might leave Florida without the tax break, which some other states offer. One Democratic
legislator blistered the break as a ‘tax exemption for the rich.’ Rep. Curtis Richardson of Tallahassee also called the timing
inappropriate, noting that lawmakers this spring are slashing hundreds of millions of dollars from education, health-care and
other programs.” [Orlando Sentinel, 5/1/08; CS/HB 217 – Tax on Sales, Use, and Other Transactions; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/14/08]
Rubio Voted to Extend Authority to Miami-Dade County to Assess a Discretionary Surtax on Documents. On April
28, 2008, Rubio voted for a bill that extends the authority for Miami-Dade County to assess a discretionary surtax on
documents by extending the surtax sunset from October 1, 2011 to October 1, 2031. The bill also allows Miami-Dade County,
at the option of the county governing board, to create and administer a Housing Choice Assistance Voucher program. The
program would be funded by a portion of the discretionary surtax on documents. [CS/CS/HB 1459 – Discretionary Surtax on
Documents; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/21/08]
Rubio Did Not Vote On Whether to Expand the Defense Contractor Tax Refund Program. On April 25, 2008, Rubio
did not voted on a bill that expands the Qualified Defense Contractor tax refund program (QDC) to allow for space flight
businesses or entities with space flight contracts to qualify for QDC tax refunds. The bill also amends the amount of tax
refund available to qualified applicants to match the tiered system used to award tax refunds under the Qualified Targeted
Industry Tax Refund Program, raising the maximum tax refund per job created from $5,000 to as high as $8,000 per job if the
project is in a rural county or enterprise zone and the average wage per job is 200 percent of the average private sector wage in
the area. [CS/HB 1373 – Qualified Defense Contractor Tax Refund Program; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/14/08]
Rubio Voted to Amend Laws Regulating Trusts. On April 18, 2008, Rubio voted for a bill that provides that when a
grantor appoints trustees for particular purposes, the trustees excluded from those purposes are not liable for any consequence
that results from compliance with the exercise of those purposes, regardless of the information available to the excluded
trustees, except in cases of willful misconduct on the part of the directed trustee of which the excluded trustee has actual
knowledge. The bill allows a trustee to pay attorney’s fees and costs from trust assets unless a beneficiary applies to a court for
an order to prohibit such payment. The bill requires the trustee to notify interested beneficiaries in advance of paying
attorney’s fees and costs from trust assets and allows sanctions against trustees who fail to comply with a court order to
reimburse the trust for fees. The bill revises time limitations for the bringing of legal claims by a beneficiary against a trustee
for breach of trust. [CS/HB 435 – Trust Administration; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/21/08]
Rubio Voted for State Tax Credits for Investments in Low-income Communities. On April 30, 2008, Rubio voted for a
bill that would create exemptions from the corporate income tax for investments in low-income communities. The intent of
the program is to compliment the federal New Markets Tax Credits program. A qualified investment would receive a 6.5%
annual tax credit over 6 years, providing a cumulative state credit worth 39% of the investment. The federal program provides
a 39% credit over 7 years, meaning that investors would receive a tax credit worth 78% of the investment. The bill would
make available up to $10 million per year in tax credits with a $70 million limit for the life of the program. Credits would be
available on a first-come, first-serve basis. To receive the credit the investment must be made through a federally designated

Community Development Entity. [CS/CS/HB 293 – Corporate Income Tax Credit; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 4/14/08]
Rubio Voted for Holding a Special Election to Approve Changes to Florida Tax Laws, Changes that would Cut $2.4
Billion from Education. On October 29, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill to change the Florida Constitution’s laws regarding ad
valorem (property) taxes through a special election. The changes would increase exemptions relating to tangible property,
allow the portability of the Save Our Homes assessment differential, provide an increase in the homestead exemption, add an
additional homestead exemption for first-time homebuyers, and provide a complete exemption for low-income seniors
through the homestead exemption. According to the Tampa Tribune, “Voters will have final say on a property tax overhaul
after a reluctant state House overcame ‘tremendous disappointment’ with the final package of legislation on Monday and
placed it on the Jan. 29 primary election ballot. The potential for lower local property tax bills will hinge on two key provisions
of a resolution that will appear at the polls as a constitutional amendment: a doubling of the current $25,000 homestead
exemption, and the ability of homeowners to take their Save Our Homes benefit with them if they move. Those were chief
goals originally outlined by Gov. Charlie Crist and the heads of both legislative chambers when the special session was called
Oct. 11. But in ultimately getting there, lawmakers came perilously close to a Capitol meltdown on the final day of the special
session. That rancor stemmed from several factors: differences between chambers in how to attack soaring property tax bills;
timing, with the special session ticking toward a mandatory midnight Monday close; and a little political hardball by the state
Senate. [...]Of the $12.4 billion forecast to be trimmed from local tax collections over five years, education takes a $2.4 billion
hit. While some of the provisions exclude school district levies from the cutbacks, that level drew protests from House
Democrats. ‘This plan was born more out of disagreement and panic than good, meaningful judgment,’ said Rep. Dan Gelber,
D-Miami Beach. ‘We’re not supposed to just simply put something on the ballot. Our obligation is to give people a good
choice. At the end of the day, if you [balance] a tax break on public school children, that is simply not a good choice.’ “
[Tampa Tribune, 10/30/11; SB 6D - Special Election/Ad Valorem Taxation [FPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 10/15/07]
Rubio Voted to Amend the Florida Internal Revenue Code to Reflect Changes in the Federal Code. On May 2, 2007,
Rubio voted for a bill that updates references in the Florida Income Tax Code to reflect changes in the U.S. Internal Revenue
Code adopted after January 1, 2006. [SB 1014 – 2007 Internal Revenue Code Adoption [FPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis,
3/6/07]
Rubio Voted to Cut Technology Services Taxes. On March 22, 2007, Rubio voted for the bill that reduces the
Communications Services Tax (CST) rates for most communications services. The general state CST rate is reduced from 6.8
percent to 6.55 percent. For direct-to-home satellite service, the rate is reduced from 10.8 percent to 10.55 percent, and the
state’s allocation of revenue on such service is reduced from 63 percent to 62.1 percent. According to the St. Petersburg
Times, the bill “will lower taxes on the use of cell phones, cable, satellite systems and other communications devices. The
House voted 112-0 to pass the bill which would cut taxes for those who use the devices by about $60-million by July 2009.”
[St. Petersburg Times, 3/23/07; CS/CS/HB 567 – Communications Services Tax; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 3/16/07]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Repealing Drink Tax and Terminating the Children and Adolescents Substance Abuse
Fund. On May 5, 2006, Rubio voted in favor of eliminating the tax on the retail sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption
on the premises of the vendor, and terminating the Children and Adolescents Substance Abuse Trust Fund. The bill would
appropriate in excess of $11 million from General Revenue to the Department of Children and Family Services to continue
current trust funded appropriations for purposes of reducing or eliminating substance abuse in children and adolescents.
According to the Palm Beach Post, the bill “Eliminates the remaining tax on the by-the-drink tax collected on alcoholic
beverages at restaurants and bars, as of 2007. The repeal will cost the state $52 million a year.” [Palm Beach Post, 5/7/06; HB
7105 - Taxation of Alcoholic Beverages; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/30/06]
Rubio Voted to Cut Title Insurance Premium Taxes. On April 27, 2006, Rubio voted for a bill that reduces the insurance
premium tax rate on premiums for title insurance from 1.75 percent to 0.6. Title insurance is sold as part of the initial purchase
or refinance of real property, and the purchaser of the title insurance pays a premium for the insurance coverage. The
preliminary estimate of the fiscal impact of the bill is a negative ($4.2 million) in state revenues in FY 2006-07, a negative ($8.4
million) in state revenues in FY 2007-08. [HB 857 – Insurance Premium Tax; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/21/06]
Rubio Voted for Tax Exemptions for Biblical Theme Park. On April 26, 2006, Rubio voted for the bill that provides an
exemption from the property tax for property used predominately for religious purposes. According to the St. Petersburg
Times, “the bill - which stems from Holy Land’s ongoing fight with the Orange County property appraiser - is drafted to grant

theme parks ‘used to exhibit, illustrate, and interpret biblical manuscripts’ an exemption from local property taxes, like
churches, even though the parks charge money. The bill only applies to 501(c)3 organizations, making a property with
creationism science displays, Dinosaur Adventure Land in Pensacola, ineligible.” [St. Petersburg Times, 5/5/06; HB 7183 Property Tax Exemptions; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/11/06]
Rubio Voted to Redistribute the Proceeds from the Excise Tax on Stamps. On May 6, 2005, Rubio voted for a bill that
mandates that effective July 1, 2005, the amounts distributed from documentary stamp tax collections to various trust funds
may not exceed amounts specified in the bill. Effective July 1, 2006, amounts distributed to two housing trust funds are also
limited to specified amounts. Tax receipts in excess of the amounts specified in the bill are directed to the General Revenue
Fund. The bill provides that, if the payments required for bonds which were outstanding on July 1, 2005, exceed the specified
limitations, distributions to the trust fund from which these bond payments are made will be increased to the amount needed
to pay bond obligations. [HB 1889 – Distribution of Proceeds from the Excise Tax on Documents; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/4/05]
Rubio Voted for Taxing the Sale of Tires and Batteries to Governmental Entities. On May 4, 2005, Rubio voted for a
bill that clarifies that sales of tires and batteries are taxable for government entities. [CS/SB 786 – Tires & Batteries/Govt.
Entities/Fee; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 5/3/05]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Modifying Surplus Lines Insurance Tax Distribution. On April 1, 2004, Rubio voted in favor
of changing the distribution of taxes collected on premiums for surplus lines insurance. The proposed change eliminates the
distribution of any portion of the tax to the Insurance Regulatory Trust Fund and directs the deposit of all taxes collected
under these sections into the General Revenue Fund. This was a conforming bill for the proposed 2004-2005 General
Appropriations Act. The bill redirects $29.5 million into the General Revenue Fund. To accommodate this change, the
proposed General Appropriations Act then funds $27.3 million of budget previously related to the Insurance Regulatory Trust
Fund from the General Revenue Fund. [HB 1839 - Surplus Lines Tax; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
3/29/04]
Rubio Voted for a Resolution Urging Congress to Reinstate the Tax Deduction for State and Local Sales Taxes. On
June 17, 2003, Rubio voted for a resolution asking the US Congress to reinstate the federal income tax deduction for state and
local sales taxes paid. According to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, “There was an odd moment in the usually highly partisan
Florida House last week. Republicans and Democrats agreed on a tax issue, and it even involved discussion of a state income
tax. No, there’s no danger of lawmakers embracing a state income tax, which is banned by the Florida Constitution. But the
fact that Florida relies on a sales tax as its main funding source for government, rather than an income tax, is hurting taxpayers
to the tune of about $1 billion a year. The problem is this: Residents in the 43 states that have income taxes can deduct their
state taxes from their federal tax obligations. But residents in the seven states without an income tax, including Florida, get no
deduction. Residents in sales tax states had an annual deduction but lost it in a 1986 rewrite of the federal tax code. Last week,
at the urging of Speaker Johnnie Byrd, R-Plant City, the House adopted a resolution urging Congress to correct the inequity,
allowing Floridians to once again earn an annual write-off for their state taxes.” [HR 9003C – Federal Income Tax Deduction
for State and Local Sales Taxes Paid; Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 7/14/03]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Four Month Tax Amnesty Period. On May 27, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of implementing a
four month tax amnesty period to be followed by a higher penalty rate on any back taxes. According to an editorial in the SunSentinel, “There’s talk of tax amnesty […] that, if enacted, will put millions of dollars in state coffers. The proposal will give
tax scofflaws an extra four months to pay up without penalty. After that, they would be hit with a new penalty that would be 4
percent over the prime interest rate. That’s the incentive to honor the extension, which would run from July 1 through Oct.
31. […] The proposed amnesty would cover almost all taxes collected by the state, including corporate income taxes,
documentary stamp taxes, estate taxes, fuel taxes, intangible personal property taxes, a host of local option fees and the 6
percent sales tax that accounts for $17 billion in revenue each year.” [SB 18A - Taxation; Sun-Sentinel, 5/21/03]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Raiding Trust Funds to Make Up for Budget Shortfalls and Cutting Arts Programs. On May
27, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of reallocating money from trust funds into the general fund in order to make up a budget
shortfall. The bill also reclassified an arts trust fund as non recurring. According to the Palm Beach Post, there was “A $200
million raid on the gasoline tax trust fund dedicated to road construction to pay for other expenses. A $126 million raid on the
affordable housing trust fund to pay for other state expenses. […] Despite earlier claims by both presiding officers that the
legislature would spend no more than the House had in its original budget - $52.3 billion - the bottom line of the plan passed
Tuesday was $1.2 billion higher. Lawmakers’ staffers explained that the difference was the result of an additional $110 million
from the state lottery, $125 million for state employee pay increases, $66 million expected from a tax “amnesty” period,

another $66 million from the federal government for domestic security, and dozens of other fee increases or transfers from
once-sacrosanct ‘trust funds.’” According to the Sun-Sentinel, “A year ago, a trust fund system automatically appropriated $28
million in grants recommended by the Department of State’s Division of Cultural Affairs, including $10 million to arts groups
in South Florida. This year, the Legislature eliminated the trusts and slashed the overall state arts budget 78 percent, to just
more than $6 million.” The St. Petersburg Times wrote that, “Even a huge economic turnaround might not solve Florida’s
budget problems. Lawmakers still would have to make up for some dubious budget practices this year, particularly relying on
$1.3-billion in trust fund money that won’t be there next year.” [Palm Beach Post, 5/28/03; Sun-Sentinel, 6/1/03; SB 16A Trust Funds; St. Petersburg Times, 5/28/03]
Rubio Voted for Redirecting $35 Million Annually from the Insurance Commissioner’s Regulatory Trust Fund into
the General Fund. On May 16, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would reallocate tax revenue generated on high risk
insurance. Currently 55% goes to the Insurance Commissioner’s Regulatory Trust Fund and 45% to the General Revenue
Fund. Under this bill that would change to 24.3% into the Insurance Commissioner’s Regulatory Trust Fund and 75.7% to the
General Revenue Fund. [HB 3A – Deposit of Insurance Premium Taxes; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/16/03]
Rubio Voted for Scholarship Tax Laws. On May 16, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill that provides that a credit that cannot
be used in the year the contribution is made because the corporation has insufficient tax liability can be carried forward for
three years. Under current law, a corporation that makes a contribution to a scholarship funding organization may only use the
credit in the year the contribution is made. The bill also provides that, as a condition of receiving the scholarship, the parent
must notify the child’s school district within 15 days of deciding to send the child to an eligible nonpublic school. [HB 57A Credits for Contributions to Nonprofit Scholarship-Funding Organizations; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
5/14/03]
Rubio Voted for Approving Manatee County’s Local Option Sales Tax. On May 5, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that
validates all acts and proceedings taken in connection with a special election in May, 2002 to approve a one half-cent local
option sales tax in Manatee County. Manatee County posted notice of the special election in the 9th, 7th, and 5th weeks before
the election but failed to post notice in the 3rd week, as required by Florida law. This bill confirms that Manatee county was in
significant compliance of the law. [HB 1865 – Manatee County Local Option Sales Tax; Florida House of Representatives
Staff Analysis, 4/14/03]
Rubio Voted to Revive, Readopt, and Reenact the Tourist Development Tax. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill
that revives, reenacts and readopts provisions relating to the tourist development tax and the Florida Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights
which are otherwise scheduled to be repealed October 1, 2005. [SB 1162 – Taxation; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/24/03]
Rubio Voted to Create the Digital Divide Trust Fund. On May 1, 2003, Hasner, Rubio and Mack voted for a bill that
creates the Digital Divide Trust Fund within the State Technology Office for the purpose of receiving and disbursing funds to
pay part or all of the costs of facilitating design and implementation of one or more programs provided for in s. 445.049, F.S.
The trust fund is to be administered by the Digital Divide Council and may receive funding from sources such as, but not
limited to, appropriations from the state and gifts, donations, and matching contributions from other public agencies and
private persons and entities. [SB 2178 – Digital Divide Trust Fund; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/17/03]

Tax Exemptions
Rubio Voted to Grant a Tax Exemption to Avantair, Inc. On May 2, 2007, Rubio voted for a bill that would grant a “tax
break for Clearwater aircraft time-share company, [Avantair],” according to the St. Petersburg Times. Earlier, the St.
Petersburg Times reported, “A Clearwater air time-share firm says without tax breaks, it will leave. The head of an aircraft
company based in Clearwater says he is ready to relocate the company’s headquarters to South Carolina unless legislators
approve a special tax break in the waning days of the session. [St. Petersburg Times, 5/1/07; CS/HB 445 – Tax on Sales, Use,
and Other Transactions; St. Petersburg Times, 5/3/07]

Trust Funds

Rubio Voted to Eliminate State Funded Programs to Increase General Revenue. On May 1, 2008, Rubio voted for the
bill that expands the authorized uses of the Certification Trust Fund to include payment of salaries and benefits of department
employees whose duties are directly associated with conducting training schools. The Certification Program Trust Fund was
formed to pay expenses pertaining to the Department of Revenue’s duty to upgrade assessment and collection skills for local
government officials at training schools and programs. The bill also requires counties with populations of more than 25,000 to
bear the expense of obtaining aerial photographs, eliminates state funding for mapping grants to counties that have not
converted their maps to digital form, and eliminates the requirement for the department to provide property tax forms to
counties with a population of 100,000 or less. It is estimated this bill would have a positive fiscal impact on the General
Revenue Fund by $1.3 million in fiscal year 2008-2009, but would have a negative impact on the Certification Trust Fund of
$200,000. [HB 5061 – Revenue Administration; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/3/08]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Reallocating Sales Tax Funds to the Public Employee Commission Trust Fund. On May 27,
2003, Rubio voted in favor of a bill that provided for deposit into the Public Employees Relations Commission Trust Fund of
certain proceeds of local government half-cent sales tax that would otherwise be deposited into Local Government Half-cent
Sales Tax Clearing Trust Fund. [SB 12A – Public Employees Relations Comm.]
Rubio Voted to Revise the Formula for Trust Fund Contributions to the General Revenue Fund. On May 27, 2003,
Rubio voted for a bill that revises formula for contribution by certain trust funds to General Revenue Fund; appropriates
certain earnings on investments to General Revenue Fund; provides for method of investment, & disposition of interest
earned on such investment, of certain trust fund moneys of specified agencies; revises disposition of interest earned on certain
trust fund moneys; reenacts provision re segregation of state funds, etc. [SB 8A – Trust Funds]

Budget - Miscellaneous
Rubio Voted to Grant Authority to Counties for an Indigent Care Surtax. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill that
authorizes counties with a population of fewer than 50,000 residents to levy the Voter-Approved Indigent Care surtax of up to
1 percent rather than the 0.5 percent surtax authorized in existing law. In effect, the bill allows 27 Florida counties to exercise
this authority. [HB 297 – Indigent Care Surtax; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/30/04]
Rubio Voted to Require User Fees for the Executive Aircraft Pool. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill that codifies
in statute the current practice of requiring user fees to provide full cost recovery for the Executive Aircraft Pool in the
Department of Management Services. The Department of Management Services (DMS) operates three passenger aircrafts to
provide on demand executive air transportation for the Governor, Lt. Governor, House Speaker, Senate President, Cabinet
Officers, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and other state officials. Cost-recovery for the Executive Aircraft Pool is
provided through fees charged to the agencies that use the service. Under current Florida Statutes, states that the charge
cannot exceed the vehicle-mileage allowance and that the fee charged is to fund fuel, maintenance, or other costs. However,
for the past several years the General Appropriations Act implementing bill has overridden the statute and, DMS charges the
agencies a user fee, to include total direct and indirect costs to operate the aircraft pool, assessed on each agency’s prior year
use of the pool. The bill allows DMS to set a fee that exceeds the vehicle mileage allowance and to include all direct and
indirect costs of the service in the fee calculation. This will authorize DMS to set a fee at full-cost recovery and eliminate the
need for recurring language to implement the General Appropriations Act. [HB 1859 – State Executive Aircraft Pool; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/29/04]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Allowing the Department of Revenue to Retroactively Adjust Distributions of a Sales Tax.
On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of a bill that allows the Department of Revenue to adjust county and municipal
distributions of the Half-Cent Sales Surtax proceeds when errors are made in the calculations, retroactive to October 1, 2000.
The 2000 census recorded an erroneous population number for the town of South Palm Beach, and current statutes did not
allow a redistribution of revenues from the sales tax to rectify the situation. [SB 1126 – Local Government/Half-cent Sales
Tax; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/12/03]
Rubio Voted to Redirect Documentary Stamp Tax Proceeds to the General Revenue Fund. On April 8, 2003, Rubio
voted for the bill that redirects documentary stamp tax proceeds from a number of trust funds to the General Revenue Fund,
thereby providing the Legislature greater flexibility in establishing the funding priorities of Florida. This bill provides $594.7
million in General Revenue Funds to address the state’s needs. [HB 1793 Excise Tax on Documents; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/1/03]

Tax Holiday
Rubio Voted to Implement a Back to School Tax Holiday. On April 29, 2004, Rubio voted for a bill that provides that no
sales tax will be collected, on the sale of clothing, wallets, or bags, including handbags, backpacks, fanny packs, and diaper
bags, having a selling price of $100 or less or on the sale of school supplies having a selling price of $10 or less during the
nine-day period of July 24 through August 1, 2004. [HB 237 – Taxation]
Rubio Voted in Favor of a One Week Sales Tax Holiday. On March 11, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of a one week sales
tax holiday on certain items. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, “the bill exempts clothing, wallets and bags such as
backpacks costing $100 or less from the 6-percent state sales tax for a week starting July 27. […] The sponsor, Sen. Anna
Cowin, R-Leesburg, said the bill would benefit Floridians and stimulate the economy. Democrats say the $39 million is needed
for public schools.” [Tallahassee Democrat, 3/13/02; HB 0097 - Relating to Residents’ Tax Relief Act of 2002]

TRANSPORTATION
Taxes/Fees
Rubio Voted for Exempting Fractional Aircraft from State and Local Taxes. On April 30, 2008, Rubio voted for a bill
that would exempt aircraft primarily used in a fractional aircraft ownership program from state and local sale and use taxes.
The bill also exempts the parts and labor from sales and use taxes. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “(the) tax break,
approved by a 97-22 vote, would eliminate sales taxes on the sale and maintenance costs of aircraft used by air-travel timeshare businesses. It would also set a maximum tax of $300 on the sale of an interest in such ‘fractional ownership’ aircraft
programs. The break was drafted specifically to help Avantair Inc. of Clearwater, which sells partial-ownership stakes in a fleet
of Piaggio Aero P180 Avanti turboprops to businesses and affluent travelers who do not want to fly on commercial aircraft.
Company executives say they might leave Florida without the tax break, which some other states offer. One Democratic
legislator blistered the break as a ‘tax exemption for the rich.’ Rep. Curtis Richardson of Tallahassee also called the timing
inappropriate, noting that lawmakers this spring are slashing hundreds of millions of dollars from education, health-care and
other programs.” [Orlando Sentinel, 5/1/08; CS/HB 217 – Tax on Sales, Use, and Other Transactions; Florida House of
Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/14/08]
Rubio Voted to Give Motor Fuel Tax Refunds to Ground Vehicles Used in Aviation. On May 2, 2007, Rubio voted for
a bill that entitles persons who purchase and use motor fuel in the operation of aviation ground support vehicles and
equipment to a refund of the motor fuel sales tax, the State Comprehensive Enhanced Transportation System (SCETS) Tax,
and the local-option fuel tax, provided none of the fuel is used in vehicles or equipment operated on public roads. Commercial
aviation ground support companies will receive, in the aggregate, an estimated $200,000 annually in motor fuel tax refunds,
with a commensurate recurring loss in motor fuel tax revenues to the State Transportation Trust Fund, and an insignificant
recurring loss of local option fuel tax revenues to local governments. [SB 90 – Motor Fuel Taxes/Commercial Aviation
[EPCC]; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/11/07]
Rubio Voted for Rental Car Tax. On May 3, 2006, Rubio voted for the bill that revises matching requirements for revenue
bonds issued for fixed-guideway transportation systems. According to the Associated Press, the bill would “allow voters in
Florida counties to increase the daily surcharge on rental cars from $2 to $4, a top priority for central Florida’s effort to build
its way out of gridlock. Orlando-area planning officials would like to get the issue on the ballot in Orange, Osceola and
Seminole Counties, in an effort to add about $40 million a year to the region’s road building coffers.” [Associated Press,
5/3/06; CS/SB 1350 - Dept. of Transportation; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/23/06]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Allowing Local Fuel Taxes to be Spent on Bike and Pedestrian Paths. On April 28, 2003,
Rubio voted in favor expanding the usage of certain fuel tax revenues to include acquisition of right-of-way for, and
construction, operation, maintenance, and repair of bicycle paths and pedestrian pathways. The taxes affected by this
expansion include the so-called 1-cent county fuel tax and the 1-cent municipal fuel tax, which are returned to the local
governments to be spent on local transportation projects. [HB 1813 - County and Municipal Taxes on Motor Fuel; Florida
House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/10/03]
Rubio Voted for Parking Fees. On December 6, 2001, Rubio voted for the bill that ratifies any municipal ordinance
imposing a parking surcharge. This bill ratifies actions taken by local governments pursuant to specified provision. The Miami
Herald reported that “according to the new version of the surcharge law, up to 80 percent of surcharge revenue could be used
to reduce property taxes for Miami property owners. The rest would be used to beef up the city’s reserves and fund capital
improvement projects.” [Miami Herald, 11/2/01; SB 64 - Local Government/ Financial Emergency; Florida Senate Staff
Analysis, 12/3/01]
Rubio Voted for City Parking Fees. On October 30, 2001, Rubio voted for the bill that authorizes the governing authority
of any municipality having a resident population of 300,000 or more on or after April 1, 1999, which has been declared in a
state of financial emergency, to impose the discretionary parking surcharge. According to the Miami Herald, “A change in the
parking surcharge law approved by the state Legislature this week seems likely to relieve the financial problems created for the
city of Miami when a court struck down the surcharge earlier this year. Lawmakers in Tallahassee on Tuesday changed a few
words of the law to make it constitutional. If the legislation is signed by Gov. Jeb Bush, the surcharge, which has been in legal
limbo since this summer, will be revived. The 20 percent tax on all parking facilities in the city brings in revenues of about $15

million a year.” [Miami Herald, 11/2/01; SB 54 - Financial Emergency/ Local Government; Florida Senate Staff Analysis,
10/22/01]

Licensing, Registration & Insurance
Rubio Voted in Favor of Optional Donation to Family First with Vehicle Registration. On April 30, 2008, Rubio voted
in favor of inserting a new voluntary contribution option of $1 to the nonprofit organization, Family First, on the application
and renewal forms for both motor vehicle registration and driver’s license application. The bill also provides that the driver’s
license application form for renewal issuance or renewal extension include an option to make a voluntary contribution to
Family First. According to the staff analysis, “Family First is a Tampa-based nonprofit organization that focuses on promoting
and strengthening healthy families and marriages.” [SB 630 – Vehicle Registration/Family First Contribution [EPCC]; Florida
Senate Staff Analysis, 4/8/08]
Rubio Voted in Favor of 12 Specialty License Plates, Including Ones that Benefit Family First, The Gathering and
Sheridan House. On April 30, 2004, Rubio voted in favor of authorizing the creation of 12 new specialty license plates.
Among them were Family First, Family Values, and Parents Make a Difference license plates that would benefit, respectively,
Family First, the Gathering, and Sheridan House. According to the Tampa Tribune, “Ideological mottoes targeting some of
the most hotly debated social issues in Florida soon will appear on specialty license plates […] Sheridan House, a Fort
Lauderdale-based group founded on the principle that the Bible is the ‘only infallible, authoritative Word of God,’ soon will
have its own Family Values specialty license plate. So will The Gathering/USA, a faith-based organization in Orlando offering
parental and discipleship training that will benefit from the sale of a new Parents Make a Difference plate at licensing offices
statewide. Tampa-based Family First, led by a Gov. Bush ally who advocates marriage as a remedy for poverty, will get its
name atop an official Florida plate as well. The three specialty plates were approved on the chaotic final day of this year’s
legislative session, part of a bundle of proposed new plates advocating support for everything from soccer to food banks that
was amended onto Senate Bill 2020 and rushed through both chambers. Bush said Thursday that he will sign the measure in
the days ahead, in part because the legislation also is expected to reduce the 105 specialty plates now authorized in Florida by
establishing strict requirements for the program.” [Tampa Tribune, 5/14/04; CS/CS/SB 2020 - Specialty License Plates;
Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/13/04]
Rubio Voted to Exempt Personal Information from Motor Vehicle Records Releases. On April 28, 2004, Rubio voted
for the bill that revises a public records exemption that withholds from public disclosure information contained in motor
vehicle records held by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV). Individuals will no longer need to
“opt out” in writing to have their personal information exempted from being released. Instead, personal information on all
persons with motor vehicle records will be automatically exempt from public disclosure unless the licensee requests such
information be disclosed. [HB 1737 – Public Records; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/13/04]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Raising the Fee to Reinstate a Suspended or Revoked Driver’s License. On May 27, 2003,
Rubio voted in favor of raising the fees to reinstate a suspended or revoked driver’s license. According to the Palm Beach
Post, “The fees to reinstate a suspended or revoked driver license would increase by $10 - from $25 to $35 and from $50 to
$60.” [SB 26A - Driver’s Licenses; Palm Beach Post, 5/24/03]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Motor Vehicle Insurance Reform. On May 27, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of the Motor Vehicle
Insurance Reform Act. According to the Tallahassee Democrat, “Responding to rampant fraud that drove up auto insurance
rates, legislators approved a package of “personal-injury protection” insurance changes. The plan (SB 32A) tightens licensing
requirements for clinics, limits access to accident reports and makes it a felony to stage an auto accident. Soliciting customers
to fake an injury also would be a felony.” [SB 32A - Motor Vehicle Insurance Reform Act; Tallahassee Democrat, 6/1/03]
Rubio Voted for Specialty Motorcycle License Plates. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted for a bill that would create specialty
motorcycle license plates. 50% of the revenue generated by the plates would go to Florida Centers for Independent Living as
matching grants from private sources, 25% to Prevent Blindness Florida, and 25% to the Brain and Spinal Cord Injury
Program Trust Fund. According to the Palm Beach Post, “Lawmakers will offer Florida’s 300,000-plus motorcycle riders a
red, white and blue plate. Car drivers have 56 plates to choose from, so bikers are entitled. Cost of the patriotic little plates is
$15 above plain tags. What will Florida do with the extra money? That’s where the issue comes full circle. It will go to various
charities to help the disabled. That’s in keeping with other specialty license plates, which direct proceeds to related charities
and causes. Wildlife plates, for example, benefit manatees and dolphins. The culture plate helps arts groups. Same thing for the

biker-tag money. Part will go to prevent blindness, part will go to vocational rehab and the Florida Association of Centers for
Independent Living, which provide services to injured bikers, and the rest will go to the Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Program
Trust Fund, which is pretty self-explanatory. Money from the tags will provide some relief to hospitals, doctors and regular
patients who absorb the high cost of head injuries and rehabilitation when victims can’t pay.” [Palm Beach Post, 4/18/03; HB
287 – Specialty License Plate; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/6/03]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Five New Specialty License Plates, Including Ones Benefitting “Faith Based”
Organizations. On May 2, 2003, Rubio voted in favor of authorizing four new specialty license plates. These included the
Unity license plate, the Family Values license plate, the Parents Make a Difference license plate, the Family First license plate
and the Florida National Guard license plate. The plates would benefit, respectively, the British-American Foundation, the
Sheridan House, the Gathering/USA, the Family First Organization, and the For Giving Foundation. [HB 1779 - Specialty
License Plates; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 4/28/03]

Public Transportation
Rubio Voted for Transportation Services for Disadvantaged. On May 1, 2008, Rubio voted for the bill that creates a
definition of “purchasing agencies” and requires all such agencies to identify dollars spent on non-emergency transportation
services to transport disadvantaged clients and to require all agencies to pay the transportation rates approved by the
Commission. The bill also amends provisions allowing for purchase of transportation services outside the coordinated system.
This primarily modifies the way that the Medicaid program interacts with the Commission by requiring each purchasing
agency pay the rates established in the service plan unless the purchasing agency has completed an alternative provider
procedure and demonstrated that an alternative provider can provide a trip of comparable quality and standards at a lower
price. The bill includes provisions that allow all purchasing agencies to establish maximum fee schedules, individualized
reimbursement policies by provider type, negotiated fees, or any other mechanism, including contracting with another entity
that the agency considers to be more cost-effective and of comparable or higher quality and standards than those of the
Commission if it meets new requirements for doing so provided for in the bill. The bill also requires that agencies include the
specific amount of money the agency will allocate for the provision of transportation disadvantaged services in their legislative
budget requests provided to the Governor. The bill also authorizes AHCA to continue contracting with managed care plans
under contract with AHCA in Service Area 11 prior to July 1, 2004, for Medicaid nonemergency transportation services.
[CS/CS/HB 1175 – Transportation Services for the Transportation Disadvantaged; Florida House of Representatives Staff
Analysis, 4/15/08]

FAA
Rubio Was Absent On Votes To Fund The FAA “Mr. KYL. The following Senator is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Florida (Mr. Rubio)… The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this vote the yeas are 36, the nays are 61. Under the previous order
requiring 60 votes, the amendment is rejected. Under the previous order, the motion to reconsider is considered made and laid
upon the table. Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I will vote for passage of H.R. 2887, a combined FAA and surface transportation
extension bill. This legislation averts a damaging shutdown of either program. If we fail to extend these programs, it will mean
layoffs and the loss of significant revenue to fund airport and road programs.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 70, 9/15/11]
Rubio Voted To Drastically Cut FAA Budget. On February 15, 2011, Rubio voted against tabling an amendment that
would have reduced the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) budget to $14.7 billion, equal to the total authorized for
fiscal year 2008. Opponents argued that the amendment would result in employee furloughs, risk safety, terminate programs,
halt construction and stall the deployment of the FAA’s work in modernizing its air traffic control system. [Roll Call 18, S 223,
02/15/2011; Congressional Quarterly Today, 2/16/11]

Federal Funding
On The Floor, Rubio Explained His Vote Against S. 1813 A Transportation Funding Bill Because The Bill
Empowered Washington Mandates And It Spent Too Much. Rubio: “Today, I voted against final passage of the
Transportation bill that was considered in the Senate. While modernizing America’s infrastructure is an important goal that

government can play a role in advancing, S. 1813 crashes into our Nation’s hard fiscal realities and makes it impossible for me
to support. The bill spends too much, at a level of $109 billion over the next two years. This is despite the fact that the
Highway Trust Fund is going broke, with the Congressional Budget Office estimating that the fund will be insolvent sometime
in 2013. Sadly, this is not a new issue. Taxpayers have already spent $34.5 billion to bail out the trust fund in recent years, and
I see nothing in this bill that will prevent this from happening again. With our national debt on course to exceed $16 trillion by
year’s end and taxpayers already struggling under the weight of Washington’s fiscal policies, this legislation paves the way
toward yet another bailout. Instead of making reforms that empower States instead of bureaucrats in Washington, the bill
relies on Washington-style accounting gimmicks and proliferates costly mandates that sharply raise the cost of highway
spending to the American taxpayer. I agree with my colleagues that we need to pass a transportation bill, but not when we
cannot meet the financial obligations that the bill requires. Therefore, I did not support it.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 130,
3/14/12]


Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S.1813 The Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (Authorized
Appropriations Out Of The Highway Trust Fund), Which Said that States Would Decide The Needs Of Their
Evacuation Routes. This amendment would give states, not the federal government, the authority to appropriate funds
they see fit on evacuation routes. According to the Congressional Record, “SA 1628. Mr. RUBIO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 1813, to reauthorize Federal-aid highway and highway safety
construction programs, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: At the end of subtitle E
of title I, add the following: SEC. __X. EVACUATION ROUTES. Each State shall give adequate consideration to the
needs of evacuation routes in the State when allocating funds apportioned to the State under title 23, Unites States Code,
for the construction of Federal-aid highways.” [CR S708, 2/15/12]



Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S.1813 The Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (Authorized
Appropriations Out Of The Highway Trust Fund), Which Said That Funds May Not Be Used To Erect Physical
Signage That A Project Was Funded By The Act. This amendment ensured that no signs would be erect to indicate
that a project was paid for by this Act. According to the Congressional Record, “SA 1629. Mr. RUBIO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 1813, to reauthorize Federal-aid highway and highway safety
construction programs, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: At the appropriate place,
insert the following: SEC. __X. PROHIBITION ON USE OF AMOUNTS. None of the amounts appropriated or
otherwise made available under this Act or an amendment made by this Act may be used to erect physical signage
indicating that a project is funded under this Act.” [CR S708, 2/15/12]



Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S.1813 The Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (Authorized
Appropriations Out Of The Highway Trust Fund), Which Would Establish A Consolidation Of Grants. This
amendment would set up a protocol for the consolidation of grants. According to the Congressional Record,
“Consolidation.-- (1) IN GENERAL.--A recipient that receives multiple grant awards from the Department to support 1
multimodal project may request that the Secretary designate 1 modal administration in the Department to be the lead
agency for the overall project. (2) REVIEW.-- (A) IN GENERAL.--Not later than 30 days after the date on which a
request under paragraph (1) is made, the Secretary shall review the request and approve or deny the designation of a single
modal administration as the lead Federal agency and point of contact for the Department.” [CR S795-796, 2/15/12]



Rubio Sponsored An Amendment To S.1813 The Moving Ahead For Progress In The 21st Century (Authorized
Appropriations Out Of The Highway Trust Fund), Which Would Require Reports From Various Agencies Over
The Implemented Projects. This amendment would mandate reports from several different principals regarding the
project that the Act paid for. According to the Congressional Record, “SA 1659. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 1813, to reauthorize Federal-aid highway and highway safety construction
programs, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table; as follows: At the appropriate place, insert the
following: (k) Reports.-- (1) SECRETARY.-- (A) IN GENERAL.--Not later than 30 days after the date on which the
Secretary selects a project for funding under this section, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the Senate and the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives
a report that describes the reasons for selecting the project, based on the criteria described in subsection (e). (B)
INCLUSIONS.--The report submitted under subparagraph (A) shall specify each criteria described in subsection (e) that
the project meets. (C) AVAILABILITY.--The Secretary shall make available on the website of the Department the report
submitted under subparagraph (A). 2) COMPTROLLER GENERAL.-- (A) ASSESSMENT.--The Comptroller General
of the United States shall conduct an assessment of the establishment, solicitation, selection, and justification process with
respect to the funding of projects under this section.”[CR S796, 2/15/12]

Rubio Voted to Kill Obama Job’s Bill Proposal Funding Infrastructure. On November 3, 2011, Rubio voted against a
motion to proceed to a version of the President’s job proposal to help the economy. Specifically, the bill would provide $50
billion for spending on transportation and infrastructure systems, plus $10 billion for the establishment of a national
infrastructure bank. It would be offset with a0.7 percent surtax on individuals with annual incomes exceeding $1 million.
According to the LA Times, “Obama campaigned for his $447-billion jobs package as the Senate was set to take up the next
flank of his proposal -- a $60-billion effort to create construction jobs by renovating the nation’s roads, highways and other
infrastructure. The proposal would be paid for with a 0.7% surtax on annual household incomes above $1 million. Senate
Republicans have stood unanimously against the major provisions of Obama’s proposal, and the vote Thursday is not
expected to produce a different outcome.” [Roll Call 195, S 1769, 11/03/2011; LA Times, 11/3/11]

Tolls
Rubio Voted for Toll Raise. On May 4, 2007, Rubio voted for the omnibus bill that addresses a variety of transportation
financing, planning, and administrative issues. The primary fiscal impact of the bill relates to increasing the Turnpike bond cap.
According to the Palm Beach Post, “expressway tolls will increase automatically with inflation […] also allows the state to
permit private toll roads and lease out existing toll ways. […] The new law also requires the Department of Transportation to
raise tolls at least every five years and as often as each year to keep pace with inflation. Previously, toll hikes required
legislation.” [Palm Beach Post, 6/21/07; CS/CS/HB 985 - Transportation; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis,
4/18/07]
Rubio Voted for Toll Hike. On April 28, 2003, Rubio voted for the bill stating that the Florida Department of
Transportation must increase toll rates on July 1, 2003 on the Sunshine Skyway Bridge, Beeline-East Expressway, and Alligator
Alley toll facilities. Tolls may be raised only after consultation with a nationally recognized traffic engineer to ensure the
proposed toll rate is appropriate in the context of other similar toll facilities. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “In their
pursuit of new money to avoid deep budget cuts, state senators Thursday turned their sights on Tampa Bay’s most notable
landmark, the Sunshine Skyway bridge. Skyway tolls would rise from $1 to $1.50 in July - a year earlier than scheduled - to help
pay for port security, road right of way and high-speed rail stations. Tolls also would rise on the Veterans Expressway in
Tampa, the Suncoast Parkway and the Florida Turnpike, from 6 cents to 7.5 cents a mile. It would be the first increase in
Skyway tolls since 1982, when the toll rose from 50 cents to $1 to help pay for a new bridge. The proposed toll increases are
part of a package of proposals moving through the Senate that includes a statewide fee on home purchases to pay for
classroom construction and elimination of sales tax exemptions for ostrich feed and luxury suites at the Citrus Bowl in
Orlando.” [St Petersburg Times, 3/28/03; CS/SB 406 – Transportation Department; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 3/27/03]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Allowing the Orlando Orange County Expressway Authority to Issue Revenue Bonds. On
March 21, 2002, Rubio voted in favor of allowing the Orlando Orange County Expressway Authority to issue its own bonds
to be repaid through toll revenues. Also, the revenue bonds issued by the OOCEA would not pledge the full faith and credit
of the State of Florida, meaning the state would not be legally required to repay them if OOCEA cannot make the debt service
payment. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “Sponsors say the bills would make it easier to build new toll roads, which could
ease future traffic congestion and save taxpayers money by borrowing money at times when costs are cheaper. Environmental
groups and other opponents say the changes could lead to empty roads in unpopulated places, encourage urban sprawl and
damage the state’s financial reputation. […] One bill, sponsored by State Rep. Bob Allen, R-Merritt Island, would allow the
Orange County Expressway Authority to issue its own bonds to borrow money for construction without state approval, which
is now required. The bill, which is headed for the House floor, has drawn criticism from bond regulators at the State Board of
Administration, who argue that allowing independent agencies to borrow money can damage the state’s financial standing.
Environmental groups also fear it could boost long-controversial plans to extend a highway loop through the sensitive Wekiva
River basin.” [Orlando Sentinel, 03/02/02; HB 0035 - Relating to Expressway Authorities; Florida House of Representatives
Staff Analysis, 12/7/01]

High-Speed Rail
2011: Rubio Agreed With Gov. Rick Scott Denying Stimulus Funds For High-Speed Rail. According to the
Washington Time, “Florida’s Republican Gov. Rick Scott on Wednesday announced he will return $2.4 billion in federal funds

for building a high-speed rail link between Tampa and Orlando - killing the project and setting off a bipartisan chorus of
complaints from Sunshine State lawmakers on Capitol Hill… Not all members of the Florida congressional delegation
condemned the governor’s action. Republican Sen. Marco Rubio, who took office last month, agreed with Mr. Scott that the
state simply cannot afford the rail project. ‘Our state and country simply cannot continue spending borrowed money on every
new idea that comes along,’ Mr. Rubio said. ‘I appreciate Gov. Scott’s willingness to encourage this debate at the state level in
Florida.’” [The Washington Times, 2/16/11]


St. Petersburg Times: Rubio “Split The Middle” On High-Speed Rail, Questioning Funding Priorities But Not
Denouncing An Orlando-Tampa Line. “On high speed rail, Rubio split the middle,” the St. Petersburg Times Buzz
blog reported in January 2011. Rubio said, “‘The fundamental question for me is should the federal government be
funding high speed rail at a time when we are facing massive debt and deficits ... We can’t afford every good idea.’ He said
he had concerns about ridership but did not denounce plans for a high speed rail line from Orlando to Tampa.” [St.
Petersburg Times, The Buzz Blog, 1/26/11]

2009: Rubio Criticized Gov. Charlie Crist For Pursuing High-Speed Rail Funds During Their U.S. Senate Primary
Campaign. According to the New York Times, “Gov. Charlie Crist signed a package of legislation into law on Wednesday
that seeks to shore up commuter rail service in South Florida, add service in the state’s center and win billions of dollars in
federal money for a bullet train linking Tampa and Orlando… The rail plan, however, has been controversial among the
governor’s fellow Republicans. Several lawmakers and Marco Rubio -- a former speaker of the Florida House who is
challenging Mr. Crist for the Republican Senate nomination -- have questioned the plan’s cost, as well as the governor’s
willingness to steer Florida toward President Obama’s stimulus program… Alex Burgos, a spokesman for Mr. Rubio, criticized
Mr. Crist for again ‘putting his faith in government to create jobs instead of the private sector.’” [The New York Times,
12/16/09]
2004: Rubio Called For Repealing The Florida Constitution’s High-Speed Rail Mandate. In January 2004, the Miami
Herald reported on Rubio’s keynote speech at the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce: “State Rep. Marco Rubio, majority
leader of the Florida House of Representatives, would like to see the state constitutional amendment for high-speed rail
repealed because the costly initiative will put a huge burden on the state and on taxpayers.” [The Miami Herald, 1/8/04]


…But Rubio Previously Voted Against Repealing The High-Speed Rail Mandate. In April 2003, Rubio voted
against a ballot referendum to repeal the Florida constitution’s high-speed rail mandate. [HJR 309, 4/22/03]

2003: As Majority Leader, Rubio Refused To Push High-Speed Rail Repeal Unless Senate Took Action First: “We
Don’t Have Time… To Talk About Things That Don’t Have Any Chance”. “Facing Republican skepticism about new
referendums on costly constitutional amendments, Gov. Jeb Bush said Wednesday he might give Florida voters a tough choice
- asking whether they want to pay an extra penny sales tax and higher fuel taxes to fund smaller class sizes and a South Florida
‘bullet train.’ But House Majority Leader Marco Rubio, R-Miami, said the House won’t try to repeal the class-size and rapidrail amendments if Bush’s idea of a new public vote is dead in the Senate… Rubio said the House won’t take up measures
asking voters to reconsider the bullet train or class-size amendments unless the Senate signals its willingness to move [Sen.
Anna] Cowin’s bill. ‘The real test will come when the budgets are out and people see some of the spending cuts that are
necessary because of these amendments,’ Rubio said. ‘If the Senate wants to proceed with implementing both of these things,
we’re not angry with them. But if they can’t get the votes for an election in the Senate, we don’t have time in the House to talk
about things that don’t have any chance.’” [Tallahassee Democrat, 3/6/03]
Rubio Voted Against Creating the Florida High-Speed Rail Authority. On May 3, 2001, Rubio voted against creating the
10 member High-Speed Rail Authority tasked, by amendment to the Florida constitution, with connecting Florida’s 5 largest
urban areas. The Authority will consist of 3 voting members appointed by the Governor, The President of the Senate, and the
Speaker of the House; the Secretary of the Department of Transportation will serve as a non-voting member. The Authority is
tasked with finding ways to meet the financial obligations of the amendment, which calls for construction to begin in 2003,
and to spend $4.5 million on planning. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “Bush signed a law that creates a nine-member
High Speed Rail Authority that will start laying the groundwork for one of the largest public works projects to hit Florida in
years. Voters approved a November constitutional amendment that requires the state to start building the rail line by
November 2003. The new authority will look at ways to fund the multibillion-dollar project. ‘It probably will be a partnership
between private industry and the state and federal government,’ said C.C. ‘Doc’ Dockery, a Lakeland man who spent at least $
2.7-million of his own money to get the high-speed rail issue on the ballot. Legislators gave the authority $ 4.5-million to
design the project and start wooing private investors. The authority has to give a report on Jan. 1, 2002. At that point, the

Legislature will decide whether to go forward.” [St. Petersburg Times, 6/2/01; H489 – Relating to Florida High-Speed Rail
Authority; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 5/8/01]

Personal Injury Protection
Rubio Urged Crist To Force The Auto Insurance Issue Force The October Special Session. “Florida drivers no longer
will be required to carry personal injury protection as part of their auto insurance as of Monday, and lawmakers head into a
special session next week with no directive to replace or extend the state law slated to expire. In a series of announcements
exposing a sharp divide between the state House and Senate, legislative leaders said the special session that will begin
Wednesday would stick solely to issues surrounding the state budget shortfall. Shortly after that proclamation, though, House
Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, sent a letter to Gov. Charlie Crist urging the governor to force the auto insurance issue
onto the special session agenda. ‘We have not been able to reach an agreement to place this issue within the call of the special
session scheduled to begin Oct. 3,’ Rubio wrote the governor. ‘We have reached a point where without your leadership, the
urgent needs of Floridians will not be addressed.’” Insurance companies have been lobbying lawmakers to let no-fault expire
because it is rife with fraud while hospitals, afraid of getting stuck with unpaid medical expenses, have been pushing to have it
reinstated. The law requires motorists to buy personal injury protection, or PIP, that provides up to $10,000 in coverage for
medical expenses regardless of who is at fault. One group of legislators has developed a proposal to revive no-fault but with
changes designed to cut fraud. A competing plan would require motorists to buy liability coverage for injuries they cause.”
[Tampa Tribune, 9/29/07; The Associated Press, 9/29/07]
Rubio Supported Extending The State’s No-Fault Car Insurance Law. “For weeks now, Fort Myers insurance salesman
Owen Waggoner’s office has sent out letters informing customers their no-fault insurance would expire Oct. 1. Friday night,
he learned that might not be necessary. House and Senate negotiators Friday reached a general agreement to extend the state’s
no-fault car insurance law rather than let it expire as scheduled, key members of both chambers said. House Speaker Marco
Rubio, R-Miami, also wants to see the system continue. Rubio spokeswoman Jill Chamberlin said the speaker was ‘optimistic
that the outcome will be no-fault health insurance for Florida motorists that is pro-consumer and anti-fraud.’” [The NewsPress, 9/22/07]
Rubio Believed That Fraud Must Be Fixed In Florida’s Personal Injury Protection; Joked About University Of
Florida Student Being Tasered. “House Speaker Marco Rubio is in Tallahassee and fielded questions from no less than 15
reporters on Indian gaming, PIP, property insurance, property taxes, the budget, Bob Allen, even the UF student who got
Tasered. Told of Gov. Charlie Crist’s comments earlier about considering adding PIP to the special session call, Rubio
sounded cautious. ‘You can add whatever you want to the call but if you don t have a bill or something you’re going to do,
then what’s the point of adding it to the call?’ He went on to say there is significant progress on the issue but something must
be done to fix fraud. ‘There isn’t some note in my pocket that says it must be these things. The important thing is it has to be a
meaningful look at fraud. Maybe I m a little bit jaded in that regard because I’m from South Florida where there’s a lot of it.’
Rubio also agreed, albeit carefully, with Jeb Bush’s criticism (see below) over the state’s property insurance. He acknowledged
the special circumstances facing Florida but added, ‘I personally have always said that I’m concerned about the expansion of
Citizens, not just form an intellectual, ideological standpoint but from a practical one. You now have the state of Florida as the
single largest home insurer in the state and then some and growing at a massive rate. I think that has serious economic
implications when we are impacted by a major catastrophic storm.’” Oh, and UF alum Rubio used humor to deflect a question
on the Taser incident. “What do I think about it? I don’t know, what was the (student) saying? ... He just asked the question
and they Tasered him?” Reporter: It was a long question. Rubio: “Oh, well if it was a long question ...’” [St. Petersburg Times
The Buzz Blog, 9/18/07]
Palm Beach Post Editorial: Rubio Made Claims Bill A Priority For Victims. “In 1999, a Broward jury found the clinic
100 percent responsible and awarded the $8.5 million. But the defendant was the state, and since 1973 the state has limited
damages against the state to $200,000. For victims to receive more requires a claims bill, which can depend from year to year
on which victim has the best lobbyist, the key supporter or the most compelling story. For seven years, Ms. Noel didn’t have
the right combination. This year, House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, made the Noel claims bill a priority. CS/House
Bill 593 capped attorneys’ fees at $1.07 million. This month, though, those attorneys at the Sheldon J. Schlesinger law firm in
Fort Lauderdale sought almost $700,000 more, arguing that the bill applied only to the $6.5 million for Ms. Noel, not the $2
million for her parents. Last week, Rep. Rubio and Senate President Ken Pruitt, R-Port St. Lucie, blasted the lawyers, who
have placed what amounts to a lien on the money. Until that gets worked out, no money will go to Ms. Noel.” [Editorial Palm
Beach Post, 7/24/07]

Rubio Said He Was Not Against Keeping Personal Injury Protection, But That He Wanted To Eliminate Fraud. “As
a man with virtual veto power over state legislation, House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, is used to being lobbied
heavily and frequently. But he seemed less than amused at the sight of three airplanes flying over his home Thursday, bearing
banners asking Rubio to extend the Personal Injury Protection provisions in Florida law that require all drivers to carry
insurance that covers medical expenses in accidents regardless of who is at fault. PIP, as it is called, is set to expire in October.
Some insurers say that would lower auto rates. Other groups say it would result in a flood of uninsured and injured motorists
in emergency rooms seeking care. Rubio and others argue that requiring the insurance coverage has led to an avalanche of
fraud cases with staged accidents leading to illegal payouts. Rubio said Thursday that the groups behind the airplane lobbying
‘run the fraud industry’ and that his position on PIP has been misstated. He said he is not against keeping PIP; he just wants to
make sure fraud is eliminated. While the Senate and Crist have favored extending the mandatory coverage for another year,
their main offering to end fraud has been to hire more investigators.” [Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 6/10/07]
Rubio Took Up 14 Of 37 Claims Bill During The 2007 Regular Session. “This year, new House Speaker Marco Rubio of
West Miami and Senate President Ken Pruitt of Port St. Lucie decided to take up 14 of 37 claims bills.” [The Miami Herald,
5/4/07]

Other
Rubio Was Unclear On A Commuter Rail Project, SunRail, Even Though He Voted For A Similar Project Before.
“As speaker of the Florida House, Marco Rubio voted for a similarly controversial SunRail commuter rail project and
published a book of policy ideas touting investments in rail, highways and transit as huge job creators. But now that he’s a
Republican U.S. Senate candidate, Rubio won’t give a clear answer on the biggest policy debate of the day: Should lawmakers
approve the billion-dollar package of rail projects under debate in a special legislative session? ‘Back then it made sense from
an economic perspective. Now we’re living in a much different time, so it’s a new cost-benefit analysis,’ Rubio said Monday in
Tampa when pressed to take a stance. ‘Everything is done in the context of the moments in which you’re living.’ The SunRail
debate is particularly dicey for Rubio. To come out firmly against the commuter rail project is to risk being accused of flipflopping, after having supported a similar proposal two years earlier. And he could antagonize a host of business groups. In
the Tampa Bay area alone, economic development groups pushing for support of rail funding include the Greater Tampa
Chamber of Commerce, Manatee Chamber of Commerce, Tampa Bay Partnership, Westshore Alliance, Greater Clearwater
Chamber of Commerce, Pinellas Realtor Association, NAIOP Tampa Bay, Tampa Bay Builders and the Brandon Chamber of
Commerce. But to support the rail project as he did before would put Rubio on the same side as Crist - embracing a big
government spending project and eagerly positioning Florida to grab billions more in federal stimulus money. Plus, some of
the antitax ‘tea party’ protesters backing Rubio’s insurgent campaign are vocal opponents of these rail projects. So Rubio is
straddling the mushy middle. The rail projects may or may not be good for Florida in the current economic climate, he says,
but Crist exaggerates how many jobs are likely to be created, and the state should avoid becoming too dependent on federal
stimulus money.” [St. Petersburg Times, 12/8/09]
Crist Vetoed A Transportation Bill Supported By Rubio That Would Have Allowed The Port Manatee To Sidestep
Permitting Process. “The business incentive zone for Port Manatee advocated by Manatee County Commissioner Joe
McClash died when Gov. Charles Crist vetoed a transportation bill submitted by Miami legislator Marco Rubio. The Port
Manatee component of the vetoed bill, if allowed to become law, would have allowed port-related businesses locating in the
vicinity of Port Manatee to sidestep the lengthy permitting process required by the Development of Regional Impact process.
That process typically takes a minimum of two years and can cost more than $500,000 in permitting fees, McClash said. The
encouragement zone would have provided other enticements to businesses including the waiver of impact fees, McClash said.
‘It’s a great disappointment to have the governor veto something that was so important to this area’s economy,’ he said. Crist
vetoed the bill, he said, because it contained a provision, inserted by Rubio, that would have prevented the state from leasing
turnpike concessions only to companies capable of handling food, fuel and services. Crist favors a long-term deal with one
concessionaire in exchange for $200 million for turnpike plaza improvements.” [Gulf Shipper, 7/18/08]
Miami Herald Editorial: Rubio Pushed Concession Language In Two Transportation Bills To Help Supporter Max
Alvarez To Compete Against Larger Vendors To Operate Toll Facilities. “Clearly, Gov. Charlie Crist doesn’t like the
transportation bills that would have allowed more vendors to have a shot at the gas and food concessions on Florida’s
Turnpike. In less than a week, the governor twice vetoed legislation that would have allowed smaller vendors to compete for
the concession business. On Friday, he vetoed a bill with the concession changes, and on Tuesday he vetoed another bill with

similar language. Gov. Crist says the vetoes will ensure that there is “fairness and integrity” in the Department of
Transportation’s procurement process -- a valid point. Lucrative contract In the process of vetoing the bills, Gov. Crist also
delivered a blow to House Speaker Marco Rubio, whose friend, Max Alvarez, would have benefited from the laws. But, hey,
that’s politics. Mr. Rubio had pushed the concession legislation for two years. (Last year, House leaders quietly inserted
language for a concession proviso into the bill at the last minute, prompting Turnpike officials to delay their request). If either
bill Mr. Rubio supported had become law, Mr. Alvarez would have been among the small vendors who would have been
qualified to compete for a lucrative concession contract. Arguing, as Mr. Rubio does, that small vendors should be able to
compete for Turnpike business makes sense. If that were the only point at issue, there should be no reason to slip language
into legislation at the last minute. Surely, the issue would find lots of support among lawmakers.” [The Miami Herald Editorial,
6/18/08]
Crist Vetoed A Rubio Backed Bill That Included A Provision That Sought To Stop The Florida Department Of
Transportation “From Consolidating Its $265 Million Gas And Food-Concessions Contract For Floridas Turnpike;
Provision Would Have Helped Max Alvarez A South Florida Fuel Distributor And A Rubio Political Supporter.
“Gov. Charlie Crist’s veto of a transportation bill Tuesday means the Orlando-Orange County Expressway Authority won’t
get the power to link tolls to the inflation rate. That aspect of Senate Bill 682 was considered a key option to helping pay for
$6 billion in Central Florida road improvements in the coming decades. The projects include the long-awaited Wekiva Parkway
-- the missing link in the beltway around Orlando -- and tolled express lanes for Interstate 4. The toll authority still has the
option of simply voting to increase tolls, but it would have to vote for each increase instead of allowing prices to rise
automatically with the cost of living. The legislation was doomed because it included a provision sought by House Speaker
Marco Rubio to stop the state Department of Transportation from consolidating its $265 million gas and food-concessions
contract for Florida’s Turnpike. Rubio, R-West Miami, got fellow lawmakers to approve legislation after he was contacted by
South Florida fuel distributor Max Alvarez, a friend and political supporter. Alvarez was among dozens of smaller vendors
poised to bid on a piece of the smaller contract who now could be blocked from bidding on the joint contract that now looks
likely to fall to a larger vendor. Crist on Monday vetoed a bill (HB 5067) that included Rubio’s divided contract language and
struck again Tuesday when it was made part of a larger transportation bill (SB 682) that included the toll indexing.” [The
Orlando Sentinel, 6/18/08]
Rubio Opposed The Florida Department Of Transportation Way Of Contracting To A Single Vendor For Service
Plaza’s; Rubio Pointed Out That He Would Have No Say In Awarding Contracts So His Supporter Max Alvarez
May Not Benefit. “The state agency that runs the Florida Turnpike is at odds with House Speaker Marco Rubio over the way
contracts are awarded for providing food and gasoline at the turnpike’s eight service plazas. The turnpike agency says it wants
to combine the contracts so that one vendor can bid to run the food and gas concessions at the plazas. That’s one way of
luring vendors willing to spend money to make needed renovations at the 1980s-era facilities. Officials say it’s an industry
trend, and it makes financial sense. Rubio says that’s anticompetitive and shuts out small Florida businesses that want to be
players in the turnpike concession. One of those small Florida businesses happens to be owned by one of Rubio’s friends but
the speaker says that’s not his motivation and is defending his position. Even if Rubio wins the fight and manages to keep the
state law the way it is ensuring separate contracts he wouldn’t have any say in the awarding of the actual contract, he points
out. That would still be up to the Department of Transportation, which means Rubio’s friend, Max Alvarez, may not benefit.”
[The Associated Press, 4/8/08]
Rubio Supported Diverting Hundreds Of Millions From Florida’s Road-Building Program To Fill The States $5
Billion Budget Gap. “‘We don’t want to do that,’ (raise taxes) said House Speaker Marco Rubio, a West Miami Republican.
‘The last thing the people of Florida need is a tax increase.’ The House solution (to fix the budget gap): Divert hundreds of
millions from the state’s road-building program. Sagging sales-tax collections have forced lawmakers to slash $1.5 billion in
state spending in the past six months. Senate Republicans meanwhile are opposed to House proposals that would divert nearly
$1 billion from road-building accounts and other funds to pay for health care, schools and law-enforcement programs.
‘Transportation in our budget takes a back seat to public education, to eyeglasses and hearing aids,’ said Rubio. ‘It’s not
something we’re happy about. It’s the reality of the situation.’” [The Miami Herald, 4/3/08]
Rubio’s “Idea” Of Leasing Toll Roads And Collecting Increase Fees Passed The Florida House. “Private companies
could operate most state toll roads and collect increased fees while helping pay to widen highways and build bridges, under a
bill the Florida House approved Thursday. The House bill was ripped from the pages of House Speaker Marco Rubio’s book,
Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future. Rubio wrote the book in response to problems in Florida, such as congested roads, and it has
become the agenda of House Republican leaders. ‘A leased highway provides valuable income to the state to enhance other
transportation projects, lowers annual maintenance costs and allows private companies to enhance the quality of service on the

highway to the residents and visitors who utilize it,’ Rubio wrote. He pointed to similar projects in Toronto, Chicago and
Indiana.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/23/07]
Rubio Voted to Increase Transportation Funding by Allowing Public-Private Partnerships. On March 22, 2007, Rubio
voted for the bill that would strengthen the state’s transportation system by providing the department with innovative
financing techniques including public-private partnerships, toll facility leases, and user fees. The bill would also provide for
necessary toll rate increases based on inflation factors associated with economic growth. Succinctly, the bill provides Florida
with additional options to assure stable financing of transportation systems into the future. With automobile manufacturers
beginning to offer more fuel efficient vehicle options for motorists, including new higher efficiency hybrid gasoline-electric
vehicles, there will be an impact on federal and state revenues from gasoline taxes in the future. These fuel tax revenues
comprise the major source of transportation funding. According to the Palm Beach Post, “private companies could operate
most state toll roads and collect increased fees while helping pay to widen highways and build bridges, under a bill the Florida
House approved […] it would let companies lease toll roads or bridges in the state, except for Florida’s Turnpike, for up to 75
years.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/23/07; HB 7033 – Transportation; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/19/07]
Rubio’s Teen Passenger Restrictions Failed To Pass Committee. “Parents told Florida legislators they wanted a law to
curb joyriding by carfuls of teenagers, similar to laws in 35 other states. House Speaker Marco Rubio included it in his book of
“100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future,” which serves as a guide for much of the House’s lawmaking this year. But some
of Rubio’s fellow lawmakers had a different idea Monday. Book or no book, a House committee defeated the proposal on a 44 vote, as a Democrat sided with three opposition Republicans. Under the category “Protecting Florida’s Children” is Idea No.
65: “To reduce distractions for teen drivers, Florida will limit the number of passengers who can be transported by drivers age
18 and under.” [St. Petersburg Times, 3/20/07]
Rubio Supported Lifting The Gas Tax On Drivers Who Use Ethanol And A Break For Homeowners Building
Alternative Fuels In Constructive Designs Or Buying Energy-Efficient Homes. “State House Speaker Marco Rubio, RMiami, said Friday he’s hoping the state can get there by such things as waiving the gasoline tax for drivers who fill up with
ethanol and giving homeowners a break on building or buying energy-efficient houses. ‘Energy is going to be a huge issue this
year and going forward,” Rubio said, referring to the legislative session that starts March 6. ‘I think Florida wants to be a
national leader not only in alternative fuels but also in construction design.’ Rubio has seven things he wants the legislature to
do to change the way Floridians buy and use electricity and fuel. Rubio is optimistic that another green will follow: the money
consumers save on their electricity bills, and money from new green-related industries such as a construction trade that builds
better-insulated energy-efficient homes.” [Palm Beach Post, 2/3/07]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Establishing the Regional Transportation Authority. On May 30, 2003, Rubio voted in favor
of a bill that replaces Tri-Rail with the South Florida Regional Transportation Authority (SFRTA) whose proposed authority
would extend to any transit system in the three affected counties with approval by the county commission with authority over
the transit agency. The bill required that Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade Counties must each contribute $2.67 million
annually for as long as obligated to secure federal funding through the reauthorization of the federal transportation act.
According to the Miami Herald, the “RTA will absorb the Tri-Rail administration and aim to relieve traffic congestion by
raising money to expand mass transit in Broward, Miami-Dade and Palm Beach counties. Each county in the RTA would have
to come up with $2.67 million for the start-up costs. That money can come from any source county commissioners want,
including a $2 annual fee on license tags, if they put the issue on the ballot for voter approval.”[Miami Herald, 5/1/03; SB 686
– S. Fla. Regional Transportation Act; Florida Senate Staff Analysis, 4/21/03]
Rubio Voted for Eliminating the State’s Rail Hazardous Material Handling Inspections. On April 4, 2001, Rubio
voted for eliminating the Department of Transportation’s responsibility to develop and administer state rail system safety and
performance standards for transporting hazardous materials. The federal government is primarily responsible for these duties.
[H1733 – Relating to Hazardous Materials/Rail/DOT; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 3/22/01]
Rubio Voted in Favor of Exempting Motorcyclists over 21 with at least $10,000 in Medical Insurance from Wearing
Helmets. On May 1, 2000, Rubio voted in favor of exempting persons over the age of 21 from wearing protective headgear
while operating or riding a motorcycle of any type provided that the motorcycle operator or rider has insurance for at least
$10,000 in medical benefits for injuries incurred as a result of a motorcycle crash. [HB 0117 - Relating to Motorcycle
Riders/Safety Equipment; Florida House of Representatives Staff Analysis, 10/1/99]

VETERANS
Protections
Rubio Co-Sponsored the Dignified Burial Of Veterans Act Of 2012. According to CF News, “A controversy in Sumter
County prompted some members of Congress to take action. A veteran was buried in a cardboard box at the Florida National
Cemetery in Bushnell. Workers made the discovery during a raise and realign project at the cemetery. The man had no known
next of kin, so his remains were buried in the cardboard box. A spokesman said under current law, the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs doesn’t have the power to buy caskets for veterans. Senators Bill Nelson and Marco Rubio, plus the chairman
of the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Patty Murray (D-WA), and ranking member, Richard Burr (R-NC), are aiming
to change that. They’ve introduced the Dignified Burial of Veterans Act of 2012, a bi-partisan bill that would let the VA buy a
casket or urn for veterans buried in a national cemetery when a next of kin can’t be found.” [CF News 13, 6/3/12]
Rubio Sponsored A Bill That Mandate Criminal Penalties For Any Who Solicits And Charges Any Veteran That Is
Not Permitted Under Federal Law. According to CRS, Rubio’s bill would make it illegal for persons to contract, accept
fees, and solicit a veterans that is currently not permitted under the law. “Protect Our Disabled Heroes Act of 2011 - Provides
criminal penalties against any person who solicits, contracts for, charges, or receives any fee or compensation from a veteran,
other than that currently permitted under law, for: (1) advice on how to file a benefits claim; or (2) the preparation,
presentation, or prosecution of a claim before the date on which a notice of disagreement is filed in a proceeding on the
claim.” A Rubio press release stated that the bill “would protect disabled veterans from unethical fees charged by third party
organizations in preparing and executing veterans disability claims. It would also reinstate criminal penalties for individuals
charging veterans unauthorized fees.” [CRS, 11/10/11; Rubio Press Release, 11/10/11]

Protests At Veterans’ Funerals
Rubio Co-Sponsored The “Sanctity Of Eternal Rest For Veterans” Act. “U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio has joined 13 other
senators in a proposal to bar demonstrators from creating disturbances at military funerals. The bill dubbed SERVE, for
Sanctity of Eternal Rest for Veterans, seeks to balance the right to free speech with the rights of grieving families to lay to rest
veterans without harassment from outside groups.” [The Tampa Tribune, 4/17/11]

POLITICS
Florida’s Presidential Primary
Rubio Went On PBS’s Newshour To Defend Florida Moving Its Presidential Primary Date To January 29, 2008.
“House Speaker Marco Rubio went on national TV Monday evening and offered a forceful argument why Florida was right to
move its presidential primary to Jan. 29. ‘Florida is by far the largest single swing state in the country, and over the last few
election cycles, perhaps the single most important,” Rubio said. “I think it behooves both parties to know that their nominee
would be someone who would be palatable to Florida voters.” With its diverse population, immigration issues and the
pressure to explore new energy sources, Florida is representative of the nation, Rubio said. “The issues you’ll be forced to
answer in Florida are national type issues, and with all due respect to South Carolina, that may not be the case in their
primary.’ But political commentator Stuart Rothenberg called the scramble for relevance ‘sheer chaos,’ and noted that other
states can make the same claims as Rubio. ‘Everybody now wants to go first.’ Rubio said he was not worried about national
parties penalizing Florida. ‘It’s really hard to win the presidency of this country if you can’t win Florida.’” [St. Petersburg
Times The Buzz Blog, 5/7/07]
Rubio Believed That Moving The 2008 Presidential Primary Up Would Mean Candidates Would Talk About A
National Catastrophe Fund. “Now that the Legislature has passed a bill that lawmakers say will address the state’s insurance
problems, Gov. Charlie Crist and legislative leaders said Thursday their attention will be on pushing for a national catastrophe
fund. Crist plans to lobby his peers from around the country at the National Governor’s Association meeting in Washington
next month, while House Speaker Marco Rubio and Senate President Ken Pruitt are organizing a state/federal summit which
will have the issue at the top of the agenda. On top of that, Rubio said the effort to move up Florida’s presidential primary so
the state is more influential in the outcome could put pressure on candidates to address the issue. ‘You don’t have to answer
those questions now in Iowa and New Hampshire, but you’ll have to answer that in Florida. And now California is looking to
move up their primary, and you’ll have to answer it there as well,’ said Rubio.” [The Associated Press via The Stuart News,
1/26/07]
Rubio Believed That The Florida Presidential Primary Should Be Held After New Hampshire in 2008. “Currently,
the presidential nominees are a foregone conclusion by the time Florida’s March primary rolls around. For decades, small
states like Iowa and New Hampshire have hosted the make-it-or-break-it votes in January. House Speaker Marco Rubio of
Miami says a state as big and diverse as Florida should have its say immediately afterward. “From immigration to agriculture to
Israel, virtually every issue the next leader of the free world is going to be asked about will be asked in Florida,” Rubio said.
`’Florida is the largest and most relevant state that has no voice in the electoral process.’” [The Miami Herald, 12/4/06]
Op-Ed: Rubio Was Wrong When He To Move The Florida Primary Up. “Rubio, by contrast, has 100 ideas and even a
few more that won’t fit in his book ‘100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future.’ One of his ideas is that Florida should have a
way-early presidential primary. Just what the nation is demanding -- that a Florida election play a bigger role in who gets to be
president. An early Florida primary, then, would mean more front-loading of the primary process and more emphasis on
campaign ads as opposed to the kind of on-the-road, meet-the-voters campaigning that can only happen in a smaller, more
compact state. [Mark Lane The Daytona Beach News-Journal, 11/26/06]
Rubio Visited Washington “To Plug” His “100 Innovative Ideas” And To Move Florida’s Presidential Primary Up.
“Incoming House Speaker Marco Rubio was in Washington this week to plug his proposal for an early presidential primary in
Florida and promote his 100 Ideas. Rubio, in keeping with his promise to cooperate with Democrats, met with Reps. Debbie
Wasserman Schultz of Broward and Rahm Emanual, who headed the Democratic campaign committee. Rubio, accompanied
by state Reps. Ray Sansom (R-Destin) and Dean Cannon (R-Winter Park), also met with Sen. Mel Martinez, who has been
picked to chair the Republican National Committee. In a meeting with reporters and editors from the Times and our sister
publication Governing magazine, Rubio said he was going full-speed ahead with his plan for a Florida primary after the vote in
New Hampshire. ‘We understand nationally this could trigger a reaction from other states,’ Rubio said. ‘But we feel it’s
important.’ He said he was not deterred by a plan from the Democratic National Committee that did not include Florida in the
early primaries. ‘Clearly they could disregard Florida’s votes - at their peril,’ he said. [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog,
11/17/06]

Floridians For Property Tax Reform
Rubio Was Told By A Florida House Of Representatives That He Did Not Need To Disclose Money Raised By
Floridians For Property Tax Reform, He Did Release The Names. “House Speaker Marco Rubio, who was told earlier
by a House lawyer that he did not have to disclose names of people who have contributed to his fundraising concerns,
released the list this morning. Most of the money is for Floridians for Property Tax Reform, one of the groups pushing the
1.35 percent tax cap. He got $175,000 from Norman Braman, a Miami car dealer who owned the Philadelphia Eagles,
$100,000 from the Florida Association of Realtors, and $50,000 from private prison operator The Geo Group.” [St.
Petersburg Times, 1/28/08]
House Counsel Jeremiah Hawkes Said Rubio Could Solicit Finds For “Floridians For Property Tax Reform And
“100ideas.org.” “House Speaker Marco Rubio’s power is about to begin its natural decline as his term comes to an end. But
the Miami Republican is taking steps to remain in the spotlight. Rubio, 36, recently asked House counsel Jeremiah Hawkes if
he would be violating the gift ban by raising money from lobbyists and others for Floridians for Property Tax Reform and
100ideas.org, a “charity” that shares a purpose with Rubio’s cause of the same name. In both cases, Hawkes said Rubio can
solicit funds. Rubio would not have to disclose fundraising for 100ideas.org because, he said, he did not create the group that
has been so closely associated with the Miami Republican. It was formed in August by Miami property magnate William Holly
and Winter Park lawyer Ometrias Deon Long, among others.” [St. Petersburg Times, 11/18/07]
After Rubio’s Property-Tax Proposal Derailed, He Continued To Fight By Raisings Funds For Property Tax
Reform Groups. “With his property-tax agenda derailed in the Florida Legislature, House Speaker Marco Rubio is making
plans for his political future that include throwing his fundraising clout behind a drive for bigger property-tax cuts. The West
Miami Republican has indicated he plans to raise money from lobbyists for two groups that will push his conservative policies
-- and keep him politically relevant after term limits force him from office next year. Last month, lawmakers ignored Rubio’s
call for bigger savings for seniors and newer homeowners and passed a bare-bones constitutional amendment that would save
the average homeowner $240 a year. In the minutes after the tax-cutting session ended Oct. 29, Rubio said he hadn’t “given a
lot of thought” to his next steps. But three weeks earlier, on Oct. 8, the speaker had already asked the House’s chief lawyer
whether he could raise money for the group without violating Florida’s fundraising-disclosure law and lobbyist-gift ban,
records show. Because the speaker did not “create, control or maintain” the group, House General Counsel Jeremiah Hawkes
wrote, he won’t have to adhere to a 2006 law that public officials disclose on a Web site the companies or lobbyists giving
them checks. That means Rubio could potentially raise tens of thousands of dollars from lobbyists whose clients have business
before the Legislature -- and never disclose their names.” [Orlando Sentinel, 11/9/07]
“Citizens For Property Tax Reform” Aimed To Put A Tax Reform Amendment On The January 2008 Presidential
Primary Ballot, Group Had Significant Support From Rubio. “Members of a South Florida citizens’ group with some
influential backing have a message for state lawmakers: Lower property taxes soon or we’ll do it ourselves. Citizens for
Property Tax Reform announced Thursday it is prepared to raise and spend more than $2 million to put a tax-cut amendment
before voters on the 2008 primary ballot. The group has established a campaign headquarters. Supporting the cause: the
powerful Latin Builders Association. The challenge is daunting: They must gather and verify more than 611,000 signatures for
a yet-to-be written proposal that lowers property taxes enough to win the approval of 60 percent of voters. The group is
heavily backed by the Latin Builders Association and Miami-based supporters of Rubio, embracing the lawmaker’s original
plan to swap a hike in sales tax with eliminating all taxes on homesteaded properties.” [The Miami Herald, 5/25/07]

“100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future” Book & Tour
Op-Ed: Only 24 Of Rubio’s “100 Innovative Ideas” Became Law, 10 Were “Partially Enacted And Out Of 32 “Ideas”
On Education 4 Became Law. “After his two full years as speaker, and even with a lapdog legislature and a Republican
governor, Marco failed - big time. A mere 24 of ‘his’ 100 ideas ever became law; another 10 were “partially enacted,’ according
to a rigorous analysis by The St. Petersburg Times and the Miami Herald (http://www.politifact.com/florida). Out of 32 ideas
dealing with improving education - a critical area for reform in Florida - just four became law, four ‘kind of’ did, six flat-out
didn’t, and three were such broad goals that they ‘cannot be achieved in law.’” [Stephen Goldstein Sun-Sentinel, 8/29/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s “Ideas” Lost Their Creativity. “The former speaker of the Florida House used to be pretty good with
ideas. I still have his autographed copy of ‘100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future’ on my desk. I even hailed it back in 2006

as a boon to a ‘party that has run out of gas on innovative thinking and collaborative approaches.”‘ Unfortunately, something’s
happened to that Marco Rubio on his way to becoming the Republican Party’s nominee for the U.S. Senate. Lately, he hasn’t
dazzled many outside of his mad-at-big-government base with collaboration or innovation. His “12 Simple Ways...” for the
most part amounts to a rehash of his party’s tax-cutting, de-regulating wish list that in total would wreck, instead of grow, the
economy. Rubio goes after taxes, both real and imagined. If he had his way, the Bush tax cuts would remain, and the death tax
would, well, would not be long for this world. There would be no double taxation of capital gains, the U.S. tax code would be
simplified, and America’s corporate income taxes would be cut. Forget about a value-added tax and that national energy tax,
better known as cap and trade. Rein in a few of those pesky federal agencies, like the EPA, eliminate secret union votes and, of
course, repeal “Obamacare” -- well, you get the idea. If it were that easy, then Florida should be in far better fiscal shape since
Republicans in Tallahassee have been cutting taxes and keeping state government off of our collective backs for years. So why
isn’t the Sunshine State the epicenter of corporate headquarters, and why is our unemployment rate hovering around 12
percent? I understand the frustration over the economy and increasing the nation’s debt to restore it. What I don’t get is this
article of faith that the remedy lies in tax cuts and deregulation alone. Rubio missed an opportunity by simply playing to his
base instead of proposing real innovative ideas that would have challenged both Democrats and Republicans.” [Douglas Lyons
Sun-Sentinel, 7/17/10]
Rubio’s Political Committee Paid His Chief Of Staff Richard Corcoran $113,000 To Help Write And Promote “100
Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future.” “As the incoming House speaker in 2006, Rubio was responsible for raising money
and crafting strategy for GOP incumbents and candidates for the Florida House. The Miami Republican worked side by side
with Corcoran, the state party’s point man for House races. Rubio’s political committee also paid Corcoran $113,000 to help
write and promote Rubio’s book, 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future.” [St. Petersburg Times, 3/23/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Supported Bigger Government” In One Of His “100 Innovative Ideas.” “If you get a copy of Marco
Rubio’s book, 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future, you’ll find this as part of Idea No. 48: ‘An analysis presented to the
2003 Legislature demonstrated investments in highway, transit and rail over the next five years will generate 88,000 new
permanent jobs over the next 25 years, and each dollar invested in those projects will generate $5.50 in economic benefits.’
Yes, Florida’s former speaker of the House was big on long-range transportation projects built with government assistance. So
much so, he put it in bold type: ‘Government should collaborate with the private sector to fund, build and maintain needed
transportation improvements,’ he wrote. So you might imagine that Rubio would have praised President Obama’s
announcement Thursday to use $1.25 billion in federal stimulus dollars to collaborate with the private sector to build a highspeed rail system from Orlando to Tampa.” [Palm Beach Post, 1/29/10]
Rubio Launched 100ideas.org An Organization Designed To Promote His House Agenda And To Raise Money.
“House Speaker Marco Rubio this morning helped launch 100Ideas.org -- and his political future. The organization is designed
to further the ‘idea-raising’ concept Rubio helped design and used as a platform for the House agenda. Now he will help the
organization of the same name raise money and spread the word through speaking engagements. Of course it will keep the
term-limited Miami Republican in the public eye. ‘People have wonderful ideas in this state .. and where do those ideas go,
how do they get to Tallahassee? I think today we can be less complacent than we were in the past,’ board chairman William
Holly (pictured center) said during a news conference at the Florida Press Center. ‘100 Ideas isn’t just a product,’ Rubio said.
“People focus on the book and the product, the ideas. Obviously that’s important. But it’s more about the process. After
about seven, six years of being here, I came to realize if you look at the legislative agenda, so much of it historically has been
driven by the people who are hired to come here and talk to us about issues ... But that should not be the sole source of our
agenda in government.’ The Board Members of 100Ideas.Org, Inc. are: * William Holly of Coral Gables, Chairman * Bertica
Cabrera Morris of Orlando, Vice-Chair * Mark Proctor of Tampa, Secretary/Treasurer * Robin Hoffman of Palm Coast,
Board Member.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 3/6/08]
Republicans Were Not Happy Rubio Used State Party Money To Promote “100 Ideas”; The Party Lost Nine Seats
Under Rubio’s Term As Speaker. Republicans grumbled about his hiring of consultants and using party money to promote
the ‘100 Ideas’ effort while the House lost nine seats during his term. ‘Let’s put it this way, if the Dolphins lost nine straight
games like that, Wayne Huizenga fires the coach,’ said Sen. Alex Villalobos, a Miami Republican. ‘He still has half his
speakership left,’ he said. ‘He has the opportunity to do some really good things or really mess things up.’ Democrats,
meanwhile, commend Rubio for his even-handed management of the House, allowing the minority party to have a strong
presence on key committees. ‘I judge a speaker solely on the voice he gives my party and he has been eminently fair,’ said
Gelber, the Democratic leader. Rubio said he considers ‘100 Ideas’ a success because it changed the ‘process’ of how the
Legislature works and political leaders in Oklahoma and Virginia have copied the approach. ‘The overriding goal of 100 Ideas
wasn’t just to create some agenda and force it down people’s throat,’ he said. “It was connecting the Florida House and the
Florida Senate to the water cooler at the office.’ But as Rubio’s term winds down, some Republicans are warning that voters

need to see results. ‘We’ve got to be careful what we say we’re going to do going into an election year,’ said Rep. Dennis Ross,
a Lakeland Republican whom Rubio stripped of power after refusing to embrace last year’s insurance reforms.” Rubio said he
considers ‘100 Ideas’ a success because it changed the ‘process’ of how the Legislature works and political leaders in Oklahoma
and Virginia have copied the approach. ‘The overriding goal of 100 Ideas wasn’t just to create some agenda and force it down
people’s throat,’ he said. “It was connecting the Florida House and the Florida Senate to the water cooler at the office.’ But as
Rubio’s term winds down, some Republicans are warning that voters need to see results. ‘We’ve got to be careful what we say
we’re going to do going into an election year,’ said Rep. Dennis Ross, a Lakeland Republican whom Rubio stripped of power
after refusing to embrace last year’s insurance reforms.” [The Bradenton Herald, 3/3/08]
Rubio Had Trouble Selling His “100 Innovative Ideas” Book At The State Capitol Bookstore, The Store Gave Them
Away For Free. “The 101st idea: Just give the books away For months, a stack of Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio’s 100
Innovative Ideas books sat in the gift shop at the state Capitol, free for the taking. “I couldn’t give them away,” clerk Gilda
Morris said. So Morris tapped the buyers’ psyche. She put up a big sign that read “free” and placed the books in a more
prominent spot. Within 24 hours, they were gone. We wonder if Gov. Crist put a few under his tree.” [The Buzz Blog St.
Petersburg Times, 12/23/07]
Rubio Claimed That 57 Of His “100 Ideas” Passed While He Was Speaker. “Marco Rubio has given himself a first-ever
grade for a Florida House Speaker: 57. Rubio and his backers say that in his two years leading the state House, he was able to
pass 57 of the proposals in his 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future initiative. While that rate wouldn’t merit a passing
grade in school, it would be an excellent shooting percentage in basketball. But Rubio said the passage rate was far less
important than the ideas themselves, which were formed at ‘idea raisers’ -- rather than fundraisers -- held across the state.
Senate Democratic leader Steve Geller of Cooper City said legislators would likely have taken up a number of the issues Rubio
highlighted -- including insurance, alternative fuels, and cracking down on sex offenders -- because constituents were talking
about them and Gov. Charlie Crist campaigned on the issues. ‘The fact is the governor led on a lot of issues,’ Geller said. ‘If
you’re asking was Rubio a powerful advocate, passionate in his causes, the answer is yes. Do I think the 57 ideas came about
because of the speaker? Obviously not.’ Rubio acknowledged that some of the ideas morphed over time, saying the initiative
was to be a ‘catalyst.’ He also said his successors would likely get caught up in dealing with ‘new crises, new challenges’ and
might not push forward the balance of ideas that didn’t pass, such as creating an incentive for family friendly films or
restricting teen driving. WHAT PASSED Here are the ideas that passed this year: Ideas 1-4 passed in an education bill that
calls for a K-12 overhaul of education standards, a postponement of the FCAT-exam date and the addition of end-of-course
exams. But the bill calls for a de-emphasis of the FCAT exam, which conflicts with Idea 1 because it called for more emphasis
on the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test. Idea 24 to help expand the Corporate Income Tax Credit Scholarship
voucher to allow 5,000 more kids to attend private school with public help. Idea 39 calls for a minimum-mandatory life
sentence for anyone older than 18 who molests a child for a second time. Idea 40 requires that a DNA sample be provided to
law-enforcement agencies by those who have misdemeanor convictions as being Peeping Toms or for distributing lewd
materials to minors. Ideas 44-45 expand police powers to make it easier to arrest and prosecute suspected gang members.
However, the ideas call for more money and training for fighting gangs and an increase in gang-related prosecutors and cops.
But the legislation, spurred by a statewide grand-jury report, has no money specifically earmarked for any of that. Idea 69
establishes Children’s Zones to improve the lives of inner-city kids in Miami and Jacksonville. Ideas 70-77 call for energyefficient buildings, appliances and government vehicles as well as alternative-energy fuel sources and vehicles. Idea 87 creates a
public-private nonprofit corporation to help small businesses negotiate and obtain affordable health coverage.” [The Miami
Herald, 5/15/08]
100ideas.org Spent $4,000 On Yearbooks For House Members During The 2008 House Session. “It’s like high school
again this afternoon in the Florida House. Speaker Marco Rubio has presented members with a yearbook of sorts, a hardcover
photo book called 60 days. ‘This isn’t about ideas,’ Rubio said, alluding to his 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future. ‘It’s
not about me necessarily.’ As clerks distributed the books, Rep. Baxter Troutman, R-Winter Haven, went up to Rubio and
asked him to sign his copy. Other reps passed theirs around. Two hundred copies were published for $4,000. 100ideas.org, the
foundation established to further Rubio’s concept, picked up the bill. The book features photos by House photogs Mark Foley
and Meredith Hill. Every representative appears at least twice, Rubio said.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 4/29/08]
William Holly, President Of A Miami Commercial Real Estate Firm, Headed Rubio’s 100ideas.Org Organization.
“Rubio’s ability to raise money and rally people to his cause, however, will begin to wane as his grip on power ends right after
the 2008 legislative session ends in May. And history isn’t on his side: Most House speakers and Senate presidents who have
tried to use their legislative careers as a springboard to statewide office have failed. ‘The world changes once you term out,’
Rubio concedes. Rubio will try to remain in the public eye with 100 Ideas.Org., an organization headed by William Holly, the

president of a Miami commercial real estate firm who first got his start in business working for Armando Codina and Jeb
Bush. Rubio has already raised $50,000 for the nonprofit think tank.” [The Miami Herald, 2/19/08]
John Kennedy and Aaron Deslatte: Op-Ed: Rubio Was Allowed To Raise Money For The Non-Profit “100Ideas
Inc.” Even Though Florida Had A Ban Of Gifts On Lobbyists To Legislator For Since 2005. “Money: Not for
everyone Think Florida’s two-year-old ban on gifts from lobbyists to lawmakers affects everyone equally? Well.. Last week,
state Sen. Larcenia Bullard, D-Miami, was rebuffed by the chamber’s chief lawyer when she asked for permission to raise
money from lobbyists for a charity named the Rachel and Edward Bullard Jr. Foundation. Because the gift ban precludes
lawmakers from accepting checks from lobbyists for charities they create or control, and Bullard had hired the lawyer who
filed the paperwork creating the charity in 2004, ‘it appears to me you ‘created’ the foundation while you were a member of the
Florida Senate,’ general counsel Steve Kahn wrote Bullard. Therefore, no dough. But House Speaker Marco Rubio can get
away with raising money for another nonprofit called 100Ideas Inc. Though it was created last August by GOP supporters, it
is built on the ‘100 Innovative Ideas’ brand name Rubio created and marketed last year. ‘The phrase ‘100 Ideas’ has become
very closely associated with you because of your work around the state of Florida in recent years,’ the House’s chief lawyer,
Jeremiah Hawkes, wrote to Rubio in October. He mentioned the Web site bearing Rubio’s image, and the book he wrote by
the same name. But, ‘since you did not establish or control the charity, you would not be violating [House rules or state law]
should you choose to solicit funds on behalf of the charity.’ Translation: Bank’s open.” [John Kennedy And Aaron Deslatte
Orlando Sentinel, 12/2/07]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio Was “Treading A Well-Worn and Treacherous Path” When He Fundraised
For “Floridians For Property Tax Reform Inc.” And “100Ideas.org Inc.” “As House Speaker Marco Rubio asks lobbyists
to open their wallets for his political causes, he is treading a well-worn and treacherous path. The fact that he did not create
either of the groups he wants to enrich does not necessarily improve the aroma, and his public position demands that his
private fundraising be as transparent as possible. But Rubio likely will raise bundles of money for it. He also intends to do the
same for Floridians for Property Tax Reform Inc., and in each case he has conveniently received the legal blessing of his
general counsel. As with 100 Ideas.Org, Rubio has invested much of his time as speaker in high-profile advocacy of property
tax relief. And, as with 100 Ideas, he says he will have no formal role in the group. Rubio’s spokeswoman said this month he
will consider disclosing any contributions that are made to the groups on his behalf. That would be a positive step. Such
transparency could go a long way toward removing suspicions that arise when lobbyists contribute money at the same time
they are seeking legislative favors that only Rubio is in a position to grant. The disclosure issue aside, though, Rubio is playing
the kind of money game that has tainted previous presiding officers. If he is trying to finance a vehicle to sustain his political
viability upon leaving office next year, he may find that the effort will backfire. It can hardly be described as in character with
his ‘100 ideas,’ which he once described as ‘a catalyst for solving the day-to-day problems of our people.’ For Rubio, extreme
caution is advised. His 100 ideas won’t convert easily from legislative fodder to political barter. [St. Petersburg times Editorial,
11/26/07]
House Counsel Jeremiah Hawkes Said Rubio Could Solicit Finds For “Floridians For Property Tax Reform And
“100ideas.org.” “House Speaker Marco Rubio’s power is about to begin its natural decline as his term comes to an end. But
the Miami Republican is taking steps to remain in the spotlight. Rubio, 36, recently asked House counsel Jeremiah Hawkes if
he would be violating the gift ban by raising money from lobbyists and others for Floridians for Property Tax Reform and
100ideas.org, a “charity” that shares a purpose with Rubio’s cause of the same name. In both cases, Hawkes said Rubio can
solicit funds. Rubio would not have to disclose fundraising for 100ideas.org because, he said, he did not create the group that
has been so closely associated with the Miami Republican. It was formed in August by Miami property magnate William Holly
and Winter Park lawyer Ometrias Deon Long, among others.” [St. Petersburg Times, 11/18/07]
The Republican Party Of Florida Spent $575,000 On Rubio’s Promotion Of Himself And His “100 Ideas” Project.
“Rubio, who has denied ambition for higher office even as he has spent at least $575,000 in Republican Party money
promoting himself and his ‘100 ideas’ project, said he well understands that the public has little knowledge of the legislature’s
leaders. ‘No one knows who the speaker of the Florida House is,’ Rubio said. ‘But they know that their property taxes are
going to be lowered.’” [Palm Beach Post, 6/17/07]
Michael Bender Op-Ed: Rubio Bet His Political Future On Property Taxes; Florida GOP Spent $100,000s Of
Promoting “100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future” Book. “Marco Rubio put himself among Florida’s most
ambitious House leaders when he published a book of 100 ideas to serve as his agenda during his two years as speaker. But
despite spending more than $575,000 for the book, related speaking tours and Web sites promoting the goals, Rubio is still
trying to wrap his arms around the one idea that could mean the most to his political future: lowering property taxes. ‘That’s
how we will be judged for the rest of our lives and the next 100 years,’ Rubio, R-West Miami, said of the property tax debate,

scheduled for special session starting June 12. Rubio suffered a setback this year when his tax plan -- the most publicized idea
in his 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future book -- received bipartisan opposition from the Senate and was scorned by
Republican Gov. Charlie Crist. A review of Republican Party of Florida expenditures since 2005 shows that at least $575,000
has been spent on publishing and promoting Rubio’s celebrated book and the divisive tax proposal included within the 169
pages. Some of the cash, $173,000, was spent on Web sites for both the book and property tax plan. Another $150,000 went
to Donna Arduin, a consultant who helped develop the tax proposal and other ideas in the book. The actual book cost
$157,400. The largest share of those expenses, about $77,000, was paid to publish the book. Some $18,000 reimbursed Bridget
Gregory, who party leaders said paid some of the book’s other bills from her own pocket. State Republicans have paid
$480,000 to Gregory, a party fund-raiser and wife of Rubio deputy Chief of Staff Chris Nocco, 2005 for consulting, travel and
other expenses. Party leaders said those costs were not related to 100 Ideas, although Gregory did help organize property tax
teleconferences between Rubio and party activists during the session.” [Michael Bender Palm Beach Post, 6/5/07]


Michael Bender Op-Ed: Rubio’s “100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future” Book Cost The Florida Republican
Party $575,000 In Total. “The cost of ‘Ideas’ House Speaker Marco Rubio has invested $575,600 from the Republican
Party of Florida into the publication of his book, ‘100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future,’ and promotion for property
tax reform: DVDs: $173,400 Public Concepts, LLC of West Palm Beach mailed a seven-minute DVD explaining the 100
Ideas initiative and seeking ideas. Books: $157,400 Binding, printing and literary agents for 100 Innovative Ideas for
Florida’s Future. Consulting: $150,000 To Arduin, Laffer & Moore Econometrics. Web sites: $84,500Taproot Creative
built and maintained two Web sites: 100Ideas.org and nomorepropertytaxes.com. ‘100 ideas’ posters: $10,300 The
Drummond Press.” [Michael Bender Palm Beach Post, 6/5/07]

Rubio Claimed That 80 Of His “100 Innovative Ideas” Passed The House During The 2007 Regular Session And
That 30 Became Law. “House Speaker Marco Rubio entered the session touting his “100 ideas.” He left proclaiming
satisfaction that 80 of those passed the House and 30 will become law. Other leaders were upbeat, with Senate President Ken
Pruitt embracing Gov. Charlie Crist, and retiring House members like Charlie Dean, R-Inverness, getting weepy. But one
much-touted idea will have to wait for a June special session: Property tax reform.” [News-Journal, 5/6/07]
94 Of Rubio’s “100 Innovative Ideas” Were Squeezed Into 43 House Bills. “Most House lawmakers get to introduce six
bills each year. But if you’re Speaker Marco Rubio, you get 43. Rubio, R-West Miami, hasn’t actually introduced 43 bills, but he
did write a book called 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future. Nearly all of the ideas have found their way into parts of 43
House bills this year. And to mark the halfway point of the session, the House Majority Office sent out an “accountability
report” to mark the progress of each idea, the gist of which is that the idea bills are finding much success in the House. But
the report shows only 94 of the 100 ideas can be found in legislation this year. Here are the six ideas that have not been so
lucky.- Idea 49: Allow private companies to operate the Division of Driver Licenses.- Idea 73: Install energy-efficient
appliances in state buildings.- Idea 74: Create a permitting program that rewards companies that demonstrate environmental
stewardship.- Idea 77: Convert state vehicles to a high fuel efficiency fleet.- Idea 87: Launch a marketplace of affordable health
insurance.- Idea 89: Serve patients with immediate needs to avoid emergency rooms.” [Palm Beach Post, 4/10/07]
Rubio Visited Oklahoma To Tout His “100 Ideas.” “House Speaker Marco Rubio’s 100 Ideas concept is spreading
beyond Florida. Georgia and Iowa have already seized the idea. Now Oklahoma is, too. Today, Rubio is co-hosting an ‘idea
raiser’ on rural healthcare in Tahlequah, which dubs itself ‘the best small-town in Oklahoma.’” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz
Blog, 2/16/07]
In A Profile Piece, Rubio’s “100 Innovative Ideas” Were Profiled; Ascended Florida Politics Quickly. The Florida
Legislature is brimming with new ideas. It’s the result of a unique collaboration between residents of the fourth-largest state
and the new speaker of the Florida House, Marco Rubio. He’s a 35-year-old Republican with a mission to create a fresh vision
for Florida’s future, one that gives people a more meaningful say in how laws are made. Rubio’s goal: Put policy first and
politics second, by encouraging lawmakers to solicit bold ideas from their constituents and find ways to make them happen. ‘I
honestly and truly believe that people are dying for problem-solvers in politics,’ Rubio says. “I think we have to show how
innovative ideas can be a catalyst for change.” The book, 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future, was published in November by
conservative publisher Regnery and financed by the Republican Party of Florida, a decision that has subjected Rubio to some
criticism. He says he had no other way to pay for it, and that it would have been wrong to directly solicit donations from
special interests with a stake in pending legislation. The Florida Legislature historically has had rapid turnover in leadership,
with speakers and Senate presidents usually selected among their peers years in advance and serving for a single two-year term.
Through a mix of happenstance, luck and the personal magnetism of ambitious politicians, the system has produced its share
of outstanding visionaries and narrow-minded partisans. In 1992, Florida voters amended the state Constitution by passing a
citizens’ initiative known as ‘Eight is Enough,’ which limited the terms of legislators to eight years. The effect has been

dramatic. Freshman House members jockey for support for the speaker’s post almost from the day they are elected, with the
goal of holding the position in the final two years of their eight-year careers.” [State Legislatures Magazine, 1/1/07]
Orlando Sentinel Editorial: Rubio’s Spending In First Month As Speaker Indicated That He Had “Delusions Of
Grandeur.” “It looks like free-spending Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio’s book 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future fell
one idea short: How about not pouring taxpayer money down a rat hole? Mr. Rubio, a Miami Republican, embarked on a
spending and hiring spree that’s shocking even by Tallahassee’s low standards. He has added more than 20 positions to the
House staff, and his top aides are making top dollar -- led by his chief of staff, who will be paid an eye-popping $175,000. Mr.
Rubio is also spending $559,000 on renovations, including a private dining room for House members. And we realize that
trying to explain crazy policies like this to the public must require amazing skill and verbal dexterity, but does Mr. Rubio’s
spokesman really deserve to be paid $119,484? That’s $23,000 more than the governor’s spokesperson. Jose Fuentes, Mr.
Rubio’s lucky spokesman, does have an answer. Mr. Fuentes, points out that the speaker’s staff has more than 725 years of
experience. He, himself, is a veteran of Washington. Talent and experience cost money, Mr. Fuentes says, and these new
employees, including Chief of Staff Richard Corcoran, could be earning much more in the private sector. In the introduction
to the book (100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future), Mr. Rubio writes that he and his colleagues ‘embarked on an effort to
connect with the people of our state. We asked them a simple question. If they were in our position, what would they do?’
Surely Mr. Rubio isn’t trying to argue that a private dining room for lawmakers and fat salaries for his staff topped the average
Floridian’s list of priorities for this state.” [Editorial Orlando Sentinel, 12/13/06]
John Kennedy Op-Ed: Rubio’s Spending Not In Line With His Book 100 Ideas For Florida’s Future. One of only
three rules House Speaker Marco Rubio had for entries included in his book 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future was
that the ideas couldn’t expand the role of state government. But one month into his term, the Miami Republican is catching
heat for expanding his own operation. Consider: Rubio has added more than 20 positions to the House. And some of them
are drawing fat paychecks. For instance, Rubio is paying his press secretary, Jose Fuentes, $119,484 a year. Neither Gov. Jeb
Bush’s communication director nor Senate President Ken Pruitt’s spokeswoman make more than $100,000. Rubio also gave
jobs to a pair of lawmakers who were forced out of office in November by term limits. Ex-Rep. Ken Sorensen, a Republican
from Key Largo, is now a $100,000-a-year senior staff director whose job is to help first-year members learn the ropes. Former
Rep. Ron Greenstein, a Coconut Creek Democrat, got a $25,000 six-month contract to help in a similar role. The highest-paid
person in the House is Rubio’s new chief of staff, Richard Corcoran. Corcoran, who spent the past two years running House
campaigns for the Republican Party of Florida, is getting $175,212 a year. Pruitt’s highest-paid staffer makes about $170,000.
Rubio is spending as much as $559,000 in renovations. The changes include work reconfiguring office layouts in the speaker’s
office, the majority office and elsewhere, and the addition of a new, members-only dining room that has alarmed some opengovernment advocates. And the new speaker spent close to $10,500 last week to hold the first two days of a three-day House
“conference on property insurance” at Florida State University’s University Center -- rather than in the state Capitol a few
blocks away. The expenses included meals for attendees and the use of several rooms. [John Kennedy Orlando Sentinel,
12/10/06]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Some Of Rubio’s “100 Innovative Ideas” Were “Bad” Including Privatizing State
Driver’s Licenses Operations And The Elimination Of Property Taxes Were Not Included. “Some bad ideas also made
it onto the pages of Rubio’s book. One is privatizing the state’s driver license operations. The current system may leave a lot to
be desired, but given the prevalence of identity theft, it doesn’t make sense to cede control to private companies that may not
exercise much oversight. One surprising idea that not only made it into Rubio’s book but is now being considered by the state
property tax reform committee is eliminating property taxes and replacing them with a much higher sales tax. Not only is the
sales tax considered the most regressive form of taxation, but it would leave Florida particularly vulnerable in times of
economic downturns. A better idea would be to review the state’s numerous sales tax exemptions and eliminate those that
cannot be justified.” [Editorial Tampa Tribune, 12/1/06]
Op-Ed: Rubio Planned To Make His “100 Ideas” The “Foundation Of His Speakership.” “The new speaker of the
Florida House, Marco Rubio of Coral Gables, seems to have learned a lesson from the Schiavo debacle. In an astute public
relations move, Rubio last year assigned his Republican House colleagues to meet with people throughout Florida to gather
ideas that would improve life in the Sunshine State. Thousands of suggestions have been reduced to 100 Innovative Ideas for
Florida’s Future, now in book form. Rubio, who combines the earnestness of the Mr. Smith who went to Washington with the
energy of the Eveready Bunny, plans to make the 100 Ideas the foundation of his speakership. The ideas center on such things
as improving education, reforming the tort system, attracting high-paying jobs to Florida, and protecting children from sexual
predators. But like the Contract with America, the 100 Ideas avoid hot-button social issues such as abortion and end-of-life
decisions. The message to disaffected closet libertarians is clear: ‘We’re not a theocracy, and there’s plenty of room for you
under the `big tent,’ so stick with the GOP.’ National Republican leaders, currently crawling out from under the rubble of the

electoral pummeling that toppled them from power, should keep their eyes on Rubio and his Florida experiment. Adapting it
to national politics could keep Republicans from becoming the permanent minority party in Washington.” [Kingsley Guy SunSentinel, 11/29/06]
Daytona News-Journal Editorial: Rubio’s Education Proposals In His Book 100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s
Future Would “Continue and Upgrade Policies Begun In 1999.” “Ideas for improving education lead the policy chapters
in his (Rubio’s) recently published book, “Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future.” His plan, though, would continue and
upgrade policies begun in 1999 -- a seven-year-old formula that hasn’t impressed the public as real reform. He recommends,
for example, making Florida’s pre-kindergarten program a global model by applying those 1999 test-based policies to it; yet the
problem according to national education experts is that Florida failed to fund pre-school and give it credible learning
standards.” [Editorial Daytona Beach News-Journal, 11/26/06]


Daytona News-Journal Editorial: Rubio’s Book 100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future Did Not Address
Growth Management; Health Care Was Mentioned. “Tallahassee, the survey suggests, should get serious about
solving the insurance problem. State homeowners face doubled or tripled insurance rates, if not flat-out cancellation. To
date, insurance companies have benefited from legislative action more than homeowners. And although legislations made
revisions in the growth-management act in 2005 (now being implemented), the state has been lax in enforcing laws. Some
of the new law’s provisions, such as requiring growth to be correlated with transportation and school capacity, could be
effective, but only if the state compels local governments to follow through. Sadly, Rubio’s book of policies fails to
mention growth management. Health care does get a chapter in the incoming House leader’s book. Encouragingly, it calls
for expanding programs like Kids Care, which helps low-income children, and other preventive services for uninsured
Floridians. Discouragingly, it calls for relying more on the private sector to cure its own ills, something it hasn’t been able
to do to date.” [Editorial Daytona News-Journal, 11/26/06]

Op-Ed: Many Ideas Found In Rubio’s Book, 100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future Were Not New. John
Kennedy and Jason Garcia write that many of Rubio’s ideas found in his book, 100 Ideas For Florida’s Future. “Idea No. 38, for
instance, would make it harder for groups to use paid peti-tion-gatherers when collecting signatures in support of ballot
measures. That’s long been a top priority of the state’s business lobby. The list of ideas includes constitutional amendments
that would make it possible to split large school districts -- such as Orange County’s -- into smaller ones (No. 27) and prevent
governments from growing faster than personal income (No. 93). There’s even a call to expand the use of private-school
vouchers (No. 24), reminiscent of Gov. Jeb Bush’s unsuccessful effort last spring to persuade lawmakers to overturn an antivoucher court decision. In fact, each of those ideas echoes failed bills filed during this year’s legislative session. Some of them
have died in previous years, too.” [John Kennedy and Jason Garcia Orlando Sentinel, 11/26/06]
Rubio’s Bi-Partisanship Carried Contradictions. “To hear Republicans in the capital this week, one could easily think the
party had fallen apart in Florida. ‘The inability of our political process to confront and solve the issue of our days is an
emerging crisis,’ said House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, ‘a crisis that leaves us on the brink of a tragic and dubious
distinction -- the first generation of Americans who may not leave for their children a life better than their own.’ But Rubio’s
message of bipartisanship carries some contradictions. He has based his two-year stint as one of the most powerful men in
state government on a book called ‘100 Ideas’ that was released last week. Despite his claims that it was generated by dozens
of meetings around the state with comments from average Floridians, it largely reads like a guide to GOP philosophy.”
[Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 11/26/06]


Rubio’s Book 100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future Was Published By Regnery Publishing, Who Has
Published Books From Newt Gingirch, Ann Coulter, And “The Firm That Offered Swift Boat Veterans.” Rubio’s
book was “published by Regnery Publishing, the firm that offered the Swift Boat veterans attack on Democratic
presidential candidate John Kerry and books from strident liberal-bashers such as Ann Coulter and Newt Gingrich.”
[Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 11/26/06]

Rubio’s State Tour To Seek Ideas For His Book 100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future Was Operated Through
The Republican Party Of Florida And Was Paid For By Lobbyists. “Rubio’s 100 ideas are now laid out in a hardbound
book after a yearlong quest to seek public input at ‘idea raisers’ around the state and from the Internet. Democrats were
invited to take part, and they offered some ideas. But for the most part, they stayed away because the exercise was operated
through the Republican Party of Florida -- to allow Rubio and his deputies to raise money from lobbyists to pay for it rather
than rely on taxpayers. When Rubio held a summit in August to showcase some ideas before Republican Party notables such
as Newt Gingrich and Jack Kemp, Democrats were invited but didn’t attend.” [The Miami Herald, 11/21/06]

Rubio Visited Washington “To Plug” His “100 Innovative Ideas” And To Move Florida’s Presidential Primary Up.
“Incoming House Speaker Marco Rubio was in Washington this week to plug his proposal for an early presidential primary in
Florida and promote his 100 Ideas. Rubio, in keeping with his promise to cooperate with Democrats, met with Reps. Debbie
Wasserman Schultz of Broward and Rahm Emanual, who headed the Democratic campaign committee. Rubio, accompanied
by state Reps. Ray Sansom (R-Destin) and Dean Cannon (R-Winter Park), also met with Sen. Mel Martinez, who has been
picked to chair the Republican National Committee. In a meeting with reporters and editors from the Times and our sister
publication Governing magazine, Rubio said he was going full-speed ahead with his plan for a Florida primary after the vote in
New Hampshire. ‘We understand nationally this could trigger a reaction from other states,’ Rubio said. ‘But we feel it’s
important.’ He said he was not deterred by a plan from the Democratic National Committee that did not include Florida in the
early primaries. ‘Clearly they could disregard Florida’s votes - at their peril,’ he said. [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog,
11/17/06]
Rubio Unveiled 20 Of His “100 Innovative Ideas” Before Being Sworn In As Speaker, Unfinished Ideas Were Vowed
To Continue Until At Least 2012 By His Successors; Deflected Questions Regarding Cost. “Florida should replace its
public school curriculum to keep pace with global competitors, require all felons to give DNA samples, prohibit child
predators from trolling on MySpace, and give strippers whistleblower protection to report sex crimes. Those are among a
sweeping list of new ideas that will be proposed by incoming House Speaker Marco Rubio of Miami and Republican leaders of
the Florida House when they are sworn into office next Tuesday. Rubio on Wednesday previewed 20 of his 100 Innovative Ideas
for Florida’s Future, which he has compiled into a hardbound book that will serve as the agenda for his two-year term. Rubio’s
planned successors, Reps. Ray Sansom of Destin and Dean Cannon of Orlando, stood by his side and vowed to continue any
unfinished ideas at least until 2012. Rubio’s “personal favorite” of the 100 Ideas is to replace Florida’s Sunshine State
Standards school curriculum with a “world class curriculum’ that would be developed over several years by professionals with
input from communities and business leaders. Rubio deflected the suggestion that many of the ideas will have high costs or
require tax increases. ‘The growth of the state is extraordinary,’ he said. ‘It’s not about how much you spend. This book is a lot
about how you spend it.’” [The Miami Herald, 11/16/06]
Florida Shipper Editorial: While Visiting With Floridians Rubio Gave The Same Stump Speech Regarding His
“Innovative Ideas” Regardless Of The Constituency Group; Ignored Calls To Appoint A Subcommittee On Ports.
“Rep. Rubio is this year’s speaker of the House and already has polished his stump speech for a statewide race. But there is a
problem with this articulate, amiable young man. At least twice he was invited to speak to trade and port citizens about trade
and ports. Twice he gave the same stump speech where he modestly discussed why he has the leadership qualities missing
from the rest of us and asks for our best 100 ideas. He never mentioned ports or trade in any meaningful way. That would be
all right if his political ally, Gov. Jeb Bush, had not spoken of his commitment to ports and strategic intermodal funding only
to veto $400 million the ports really needed. That would be OK if Rubio had not sided with the thugs who turned on a Miami
senator for voting the desires of his constituents, and ruined South Florida’s chances to have presiding officers in both houses
at the same time. Perhaps Rubio was removing a potential opponent. Rubio’s inability or unwillingness to intelligently discuss
ports and trade when invited to do so would be OK, if when he was asked, he had agreed to just consider elevating ports in
the mix in Tallahassee by appointing a committee or even a subcommittee on ports. He brushed it off. That’s a bad sign.”
[Editorial Florida Shipper, 11/13/06]
“Florida Health Counts” Was A Spin-Off From Rubio’s 100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future. “Neighborhood
America, the leading provider of technology solutions that manage structured audience interactions, announced today its
technology will support a state-wide public involvement initiative focusing on healthcare and Floridas uninsured citizens. State
Representative Holly Benson (R-Pensacola) is spearheading this initiative, known as Florida Health Counts. “Florida Health
Counts” is a spin-off from the 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida project launched by House Speaker-designate Marco Rubio.
Representative Bensons initiative is designed to spark innovative ideas for reducing Floridas uninsured population and
providing affordable healthcare and health insurance to all Floridians.” [Business Wire, 10/10/06]
On A Statewide Tour, Rubio Called Hearings On State Issues As “Idearaisers.” “Gov. Jeb Bush has appointed a
Property and Casualty Insurance Reform Committee to come up with recommendations for luring insurers back to the state.
Republican legislators are also soliciting ideas. From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. today, state Rep. Marco Rubio, the incoming leader of
the Florida House, and other lawmakers are hosting a public hearing on insurance at Coral Gables High School. Rubio calls
the hearing an ‘idearaiser,’ one of many he is holding around the state to pick voters’ brains on improving state government.
[The Miami Herald, 8/19/06]

Op-Ed: Democrats Boycotted Rubio’s “Idearaisers.” “House Speaker-designate Marco Rubio, R-Miami, gave all House
members little blank books last spring and asked them to fill the pages with suggestions for the 2006-08 term. Most legislators
have little or no opposition, so Rubio suggested that instead of raising campaign money, they hold ‘idea-raisers’ in their
districts. He also set up that Web site so people who heard about his initiative can send him ideas. There are only three rules
for this statewide suggestion box - ideas must be ‘relevant to day-to-day life,’ ‘focus on the future’ and ‘not expand the role of
government.’ Democrats boycotted the meeting, partly because its heavy thinkers were former U.S. Rep. Jack Kemp, exHouse Speaker Newt Gingrich Gov. Jeb Bush and Florida House Speaker Allan Bense, along with both GOP candidates for
governor. Rubio shrugged off the partisan sniping, saying the ideas - not the people attending - were all that mattered. There
were 1,356 citizen suggestions, many of them duplicates, in a glossy compendium that was given to each participant. Rubio
and the two designated speakers-in-waiting proclaimed the session a big success, just for getting the public talking and the
legislators listening. Of course, the fact that we already know the next three speakers, and the presence of a whole slew of
lobbyists at the meeting, indicates that nothing serious will change. But from a public-relations standpoint, winnowing those
1,356 ideas to an agenda of 100 gives the appearance of citizen involvement, letting Rubio and his successors credit their
project for good things that will happen anyway.” [Bill Cotterell Tallahassee Democrat, 8/17/06]
Some Republicans Viewed Rubio’s Tour Of “Idearaisers” As “Self-Aggrandizing For A Future Run For Governor
Or Other Higher Office.” “The Republican Party of Florida paid for the two-day retreat last week, with more than 500
guests attending to discuss “innovative ideas for Florida’s future.” While Rubio touts the need to include Democrats in these
discussions, it’s clear the GOP considers Rubio’s passion as a remedy for the lethargy that often affects a party in power.
Former U.S. House Speaker Newt Gingrich and former vice presidential candidate Jack Kemp came to tout Rubio’s concept.
Still, some Republicans bristle at Rubio’s marching orders to conduct “idea raisers” around the state. Some, speaking only off
the record lest they upset the man who will have virtual veto power over legislation for two years, view Rubio’s quest as selfaggrandizing for a future run for governor or other higher office. Attendees received a hefty compendium of nearly 1,000
ideas submitted for lawmakers to consider for the final 100 ideas. Along with the book came a computer scan sheet with
bubbles to fill in for the best ideas. Of course, not all ideas are equal. Some suggest a lottery to aid hurricane victims or
assurances for the “rights of all homeowners to own pets.” Others suggest a requirement that all plastic come from U.S.grown corn. Mandatory Latin lessons, removal of sex education classes, eradication of the love bug and free community
college education are other ideas.” [The Ledger, 8/13/06]
Jack Kemp And Newt Gingrich Attended Rubio’s Tw-oDay Statewide Policy Summit; No Democratic Legislators
Attended. “Although it was billed as an open policy forum to help infuse Florida’s political leaders with a new wave of ideas,
the two-day conference held last week by state legislators at Universal Orlando felt at times more like a Republican Party
convention. Jack Kemp, the former GOP congressman and vice presidential nominee, opened the event by praising
conservative views and criticizing liberal ones. Gov. Jeb Bush, the undisputed leader of Florida Republicans, wound things
down Friday by highlighting his administration’s accomplishments and lightly mocking his opponents. But Democrats openly
question whether Rubio and his colleagues truly intend to embrace new thoughts. And they said the Orlando session, which
organizers said they devised as an opportunity to bring together policy experts in an array of arenas, is evidence they won’t.
The featured speakers, they note, were all ardent Republicans -- Bush, Kemp, former U.S. House Speaker Newt Gingrich and
current Florida House Speaker Allan Bense. Both of the GOP’s leading candidates for governor, Attorney General Charlie
Crist and Chief Financial Officer Tom Gallagher, also addressed the crowd. Rubio said he tried to get Democrats to attend,
inviting every member of the House and Senate and both parties’ candidates for governor Their absence proved that
Democratic leaders were more interested in election-year politics than in genuinely working together, he said. [Sun-Sentinel,
8/13/06]
Rubio Believed That His “Idearaisers” Were A Different Approach Of Elected Officials Reaching Out To
Constituents. “Although State Rep. Marco Rubio is just months from becoming the new speaker of the Florida House, he
has a serious problem with the campaign mailers that he and his colleagues have sent out over the years to get elected. Rubio, a
Republican from Miami, said in the often-generic world of campaigning, voters are told candidates love children, support
education and love their family -- all in such general platitudes. ‘They have nothing to hold me accountable for from a mailer
that says I love children and hate hurricanes,’ Rubio said during a speech in Sarasota last week. So Rubio is going around the
state trying to compile a list of 100 ideas from Floridians that he says he wants the public to hold him and the rest of the
Legislature accountable for. He said if legislators know the media and the public will be able to check their progress on the
ideas, maybe that will force lawmakers to work more aggressively to get something really accomplished in Tallahassee.
[Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 7/24/06]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Connection To Ralph Arza Clouded “Idearaisers” Tour. “But just as Rubio and his innovative ideas
were gaining momentum on the national stage, troubles began to brew for him at home. Miami Rep. Gus Barreiro broke his

silence last week and acknowledged at a press conference that one of Rubio’s close advisors, Hialeah Rep. Ralph Arza, had left
him a patronizing phone message that referred to Miami-Dade schools Superintendent Rudy Crew, who is black, with a racial
slur. For months, Barreiro had said nothing about the incident. He talked about it publicly for the first time at a political event:
a press conference to announce his endorsement of Miami Sen. Alex Villalobos for reelection. Arza’s denial on the floor of the
state House that he had used a racial epithet was a troubling lie, Barriero said, leaving him “with no choice” but to file an
ethics complaint against Arza. At the same press conference, Miami Reps. J.C. Planas, Julio Robaina and Marcelo Llorente
deplored what they alleged were divisive moves by Arza and Rubio’s longtime friend and advisor, Rep. David Rivera. They
claimed Arza and Rivera had either personally recruited, or asked others to recruit, challengers in the reelection races of
Robaina and Llorente. They suggested that Rubio should find out if the allegations were true and, if so, put a stop to Arza and
Rivera. And so the internal dispute -- the kind usually kept contained within Miami-Dade’s concentric political circles -erupted into the open. Rivera denied the claims. Arza wouldn’t return reporters’ calls. And Rubio said Friday: ``I’m just trying
to refocus everyone on the big picture here -- that’s what people will remember 10 years from now. They won’t remember
what title you had.” Meanwhile, Barreiro, who leaves office in November because of term limits, worries that the rift and
Rubio’s failure to mediate will leave damaging scars. “People in our delegation believe they really, truly do not have a voice,
and when people feel that way, they do things,” he said. If this is a sign of things to come, maybe Rubio could borrow a lesson
from Gingrich, whose calculated rise to power brought Republican control to the U.S. House for the first time in 50 years.
[Mary Ellen Klas The Miami Herald, 7/2/06]
Rubio Held 128 “Idearaisers” Across Florida. “The speaker-designate has held 128 idea-raiser sessions throughout the
state. He said some were ‘great or good,’ while others were only so-so. With regard to education, he said, students coming out
of public schools should either be ‘college-bound or certified with a skill’ that would assure they can find jobs. Rubio said he
established a 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future book so Florida residents can supply ideas. He said he’s looking for ideas
that are relevant to day-to day life, that focus on the future of Florida and that do not expand the role of government.” [The
Miami Herald, 6/19/06]
Op-Ed: Rubio Believed That Tallahassee Needed Transformation. “‘Right now there are only three ways something
happens up here,’ Rubio says. ‘One: Something horrible happens. Jessica Lunsford. Multiple hurricanes. Two: Some
newspaper writes a four-part series. Or three, you hire a lobbyist. As a result, there’s a disconnect between what we do and
what’s really relevant in people’s lives,’ he continues. ‘People don’t care about a dispute between optometrists and
ophthalmologists, or the concrete and asphalt industries. What they care about is that their son is 15 and they don’t know if
he’s going to go to college. We don’t need reform here, we need transformation.’ Vintage Rubio. Listen to everybody’s
concerns, but focus instead on a common vision that cannot be disputed.” [Ralph De La Cruz Sun-Sentinel, 4/30/06]
Gingrich: “Rubio Will Emerge As A National Leader.” “Gingrich, the former speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives and a potential 2008 presidential candidate, wanted his picture with Rubio, a 34-year-old West Miami
Republican who will be Florida’s first Cuban-American House Speaker next fall. Rubio ‘will emerge as a national leader,’
Gingrich predicted, citing Rubio’s populist campaign to develop ‘100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future.’ For Gingrich and
his followers, Rubio’s ‘100 Ideas’ has all the markings of the Contract with America in 1994, when Gingrich orchestrated the
first Republican takeover of the U.S. House in 50 years. Only this time, it is the Republicans who are running scared. Rubio, a
boyish-looking son of Cuban exiles, is no flame-throwing partisan, like Gingrich was. Nor is his mission a political coup like
Gingrich’s takeover of the U.S. House of Representatives in 1994. But ‘the devil’s in the details,’ said Towery, the Gingrich
aide, and Rubio has to plan for a second act to get past the two-year term limit on House speakers to make his agenda last. To
that end, Rubio has dismantled the centralized power the incoming House speaker traditionally amasses and transferred some
of his clout to the two men who will succeed him as House speaker: Reps. Ray Sansom, 43, of Destin, the speaker designate
for 2008 and 2009, and Dean Cannon, 37, of Winter Park, the scheduled speaker for 2010 and 2011.” [The Miami Herald,
3/20/06]
Op-Ed: In Order For Ideas To Make It In The 100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future Book They Had To Meet
Three Criteria: Relevant To Day-To-Day Life, Focus On The Future, And Do Not Expand The Role Of
Government. “Have an idea? State legislators are collecting ideas from Floridians under an initiative by House Speakerdesignate Marco Rubio, called ‘100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future.’ Those who can’t attend an idea exchange session
can e-mail suggestions through this Republican Party-sponsored Web site: 100ideas.org. Ideas should meet three criteria: *
Relevant to day-to-day life. * Focus on the future. * Do not expand the role of government.” [Op-Ed Sarasota HeraldTribune, 2/5/06]
Rubio Said He Was Into “Innovative Ideas” Not Extreme Ones. “ A. I’m not into extreme ideas, I’m into innovative
ideas, ideas that are relevant to day-to-day life, that are about the future and don’t necessarily expand the role of government.

We don’t care where those ideas come from, whether it’s from the next governor, or whether it’s from (Democratic House
Leader) Dan Gelber. [Sun-Sentinel, 1/22/06]
Op-Ed: Rubio Said That A $5,000 Plate Fundraiser Were For “Locals Who Are Committed To Us And To (100
Innovative Ideas) Book”; Later Clarified Some Lobbyists Did Attend The Event.” “Before legislators came up here for
the special session and got all huffy about lobbyist largesse, the Republican Party of Florida threw a cocktail party and dinner
in Miami for House Speaker-designate Marco Rubio. It cost $5,000 per person, or $50,000 if you wanted to be on the ‘host
committee.’ ‘I guess we did invite some lobbyists,’ he said in a follow-up e-mail, when I asked about the event. But he said ‘we
have made a goal of raising more money from those who have no interest before the Legislature but rather want to invest in
the cause.’ The party said Wednesday its House campaign committee reaped $325,000 at the Rubio reception and dinner
Friday night. Then members came up here and argued about lobbyists buying them a drink.” [Bill Cotterell Tallahassee
Democrat, 12/8/05]
Upon Becoming Speaker-Designate Rubio Gave Blank Pieces A Copy Of 100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future.
“After five years in Tallahassee, state Rep. Marco Rubio says he is frustrated by a legislative agenda that is set by special
interests, legislative staff and the latest emergency. The cornerstone of his plan is a blank handbook, ‘100 Innovative Ideas for
Florida’s Future.’ A copy of the book was given to all 120 members of the Florida House. The pages were left blank
intentionally. Rubio wants his colleagues to meet with ordinary citizens and get their ideas about the future of the Sunshine
State. He has three guidelines for filling the pages: The ideas must be “relevant to day-to-day life,’ they must be applicable to
both ‘today and the future’ and they ‘should not unnecessarily expand government.’ The West Miami Republican, who will
become speaker in November 2006, has teamed with Republican Reps. Ray Sansom of Destin, who is in line to become
speaker in 2008, and Dean Cannon of Winter Park, who is in line to become speaker in 2010. By teaming up, the three hope
that their 100 ideas plan will be taken seriously because House members and lobbyists will know the plan will be around for a
long time.” [Palm Beach Post, 11/4/05]

Campaign Finance
Rubio Planned An Artist-Themed Fundraiser At The Republican Convention For His Leadership PAC. “Sen. Marco
Rubio’s team has sent out invitations for his Republican National Convention fundraiser, a Tampa event on Aug. 27 for which
hosts are being asked to give or raise $20,000 for his PAC, according to an invitation. It marks a new phase of the 2012 cycle,
as politicians are starting to plan around the Tampa event. It’s a nighttime event at a place called The Cube, billed as ‘walking
distance from the Tampa Convention Center.’ From the invitation: ‘We are asking hosts of the event to give or raise $20,000
per couple at the Michelangelo level. Hosts will have the opportunity to attend a private dinner with the Senator earlier that
evening, enjoy an exclusive backstage reception, and will receive a photo opportunity. If you should decide to raise funds, all
donors solicited will be offered a ticket to the party. This contribution will be split evenly between Marco Rubio for U.S.
Senate and the Senator’s Leadership PAC, the Reclaim America PAC.’” [Politico, Burns & Haberman On 2012, 5/17/12]
Rubio Was fined $9,904 For Failing To Disclose 36 Donors Who Gave More Than $1,000 To His Campaign Within
48 Hours Of The General Election; One Of The Donors Was Sheldon Adelson’s PAC, Las Vegas Sands Corporation.
According to the Miami Herald’s Naked Politics Blog, “After Sen. Marco Rubio’s 2010 campaign, the Republican senator was
fined $9,904 for failing to disclose information about 36 donors who gave more than $1,000 to his campaign within 48 hours
of the general election, according to a Federal Election Commission filing made public this week. Here’s the link:
http://eqs.sdrdc.com/eqsdocsAF/00126440.pdf The donations totaled $92,440. Among the donors listed as not being
disclosed in the 48-hour window? The Las Vegas Sands Corporation PAC, the political action committee of casino mogul
Sheldon Adelson. His super PAC, Winning Our Future, has propped up Newt Gingrich’s 2012 presidential bid with millions
of dollars in contributions. Rubio’s legal team from Holtzman Vogel in 2011 fought back against the fine, successfully proving
to the FEC that only six of the donors were actually not disclosed properly. The Federal Election Commission dropped the
fine to $1,360.” [Miami Herald, Naked Politics Blog, 3/23/12]
Rubio’s Leadership PAC, Reclaim America, Raised $563,000 In The Last Quarter Of 2011; Donors Included
Lobbyists From AT&T And The American Bankers Association. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “In October,
supporters of U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio invited allies to attend a different type of fundraiser — not to benefit Rubio but to
collect cash that the first-term Florida Republican could dole out to his friends and GOP candidates across the country. By
every measure, it was a success. Rubio raised tens of thousands of dollars, part of the $563,000 collected by his so-called
“leadership” political-action committee in the final three months of 2011… Among the co-hosts of his October fundraiser,

where tickets sold for as much as $5,000, were AT&T and several top-tier lobbyists, including Peter Blocklin of the American
Bankers Association and Frank Donatelli, a lobbyist whose clients include the National Basketball Association.” [Orlando
Sentinel, 2/14/12]
Rubio’s Leadership PAC, Reclaim America, Pulled In $563,000; Raised More Than Eric Cantor, Mitch McConnell,
And Rand Paul. According to The Sunshine State News, “Sen. Marco Rubio’s Reclaim America PAC raised $563,390 in its
first four months, an FEC report filed today shows. The money came from more than 3,000 donors in 25 states and the
average donation was $188. It’s an impressive haul that exceeds what a number of other top Republicans raised in the last
period, including Eric Cantor, Mitch McConnell and Rand Paul.” [Sunshine State News, 1/31/12]
Rubio And His PACs Received $95,214 In 2010 And 2011 From Private Equity Firms. According to the Tampa Bay
Business Journal, “What the Private Equity Growth Capital Council failed to mention was how much members of Congress in
both political parties have received from individuals connected to private equity firms, said MapLight, a nonprofit, nonpartisan
research organization that looks at money’s influence on politics. From Jan. 1, 2007 through June 30, PACs and other
individuals connected to private equity and investment firm interest groups gave more than $17 million to lawmakers, with
Democrats getting nearly two-thirds of the contributions, MapLight said. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fl., received $95,214 in 2010
and 2011, while Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fl., received $80,300 since 2001, MapLight said.” [Tampa Bay Business Journal, 1/11/12]
Rubio’s “Reclaim America” PAC Received Support From “Big Miami-Dade Names.” According to The Miami
Herald’s Naked Politics Blog, “Big Miami-Dade names are lining up behind Sen. Marco Rubio’s Reclaim America PAC: Superlobbyist Brian Balard, American Conservative Union chief Al Cardenas, Pepe Fanjul of Florida Crystals, Newt Gingrich’s new
Florida campaign chief, Jose Mallea; Florida House Republican leader Carlos Lopez-Cantera, Jorge and Aleyda Mas of
MasTech.” [The Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 12/11/11]
Rubio Spent $20,000 on Research With the Firm That Did Palin Research for McCain Campaign. Rubio spent
$1,420.63 with MB Public Affairs, Inc. for “Research Consulting” in the fourth quarter of 2011. According to MB’s website,
Andrew Davis is of counsel there. Davis’ bio says, “Andrew Davis has extensive experience in political and public affairs
campaigns across the country. In 2008, Davis led a team of seven researchers in Alaska for the Republican National
Committee and McCain/Palin. In 2006, he served as Research Director for California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s
successful re-election campaign.” [Rubio 4th Quarter FEC Report; MB Public Affairs website, Accessed 2/1/12]
Rubio Spent $270,000 On Direct Mail in Three Months of an Off-Cycle. Between October and December of 2011,
Rubio’s campaign spent $271,884.5 on direct mail, including $50,000 with 601 Direct; $60,850.24 with Gridiron
Communications; $25,787.42 with Integram; $110,766.26 with MDI; and $24,480.58 with Southwest Publishing & Mail.
[Rubio 4th Quarter FEC Report, Accessed 2/1/12]
In August Of 2011, Rubio Began To Fundraise For His Leadership PAC “Reclaim America.” “Leadership PACs, such
as the one Rubio has created, have been found to provide a ‘major loophole’ in lobbying rules. Lobbyists are able to give large
amounts of cash to a PAC, but are not allowed to give that kind of money directly to politicians. ProPublica has reported that
with these types of groups, ‘lawmakers are free to spend the leadership PAC money pretty much as they wish.’ The Florida
Times-Union reports that Rubio has already started ‘sending out e-mail blasts asking for checks’ for the PAC.” [Florida
Independent, 8/15/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio Was Hyper-Partisan When He Founded His Leadership PAC. “ Unfortunately, that seems to matter
little to Rubio, the crusading warrior. Eight months into his Senate term, Rubio has formed a “Reclaim America” PAC that,
according to a fundraising email, is meant to help elect Republicans who will “stand up to Obama, instead of with him.” More
confrontation instead of compromise. Just what this nation needs. Such hyper-partisanship may be what the GOP’s
conservative wing wants from its elected officials. But such hyper-partisanship is the last thing the public writ large wants after
the dysfunctional show both parties put on in Congress. Don’t take my word for it. Read the polls.” [Victor Schaffner Orlando
Sentinel, 8/14/11]
Rubio Formed Leadership PAC Known As “Reclaim America PAC.” “Sen. Marco Rubio has formed a political action
committee he said will be used to help elect other conservatives. It was only a matter of time. Elected in November, the
Florida Republican has quickly added to his national profile. A PAC could extend his influence. ‘Today, our country is headed
in the wrong direction. Unsustainable debt. Un-controllable spending. And typical politicians in both parties who are more
interested in reflecting public opinion than leading it. We simply cannot continue down this road Washington is taking us,’ he
wrote in a message to supporters. ‘That’s why I’ve started the Reclaim America PAC.’ [St. Petersburg times Blog, 8/10/11]

Rubio Was The Number One Recipient Of Koch Brothers Money In 2010 Senate Races; Received More Money
Than Anyone Running For National Office Outside Of Kansas. “Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., has made no secret of his
pro-business agenda since taking office in January. It comes as little surprise, then, that his 2010 campaign was backed largely
by industries he now supports. Data obtained by the Center for Responsive Politics from the Federal Elections Commission
shows that Rubio was the largest recipient of Koch Industries campaign money for U.S. Senate races in 2010. He also received
more money than anyone running for national office outside of Kansas, where Koch Industries is headquartered. Florida is
home to a major Georgia-Pacific paper mill (Georgia-Pacific is a subsidiary of Koch Industries) that has been at the center of a
major battle between Koch industries and environmental regulators. Many of Rubios other campaign donors have connections
to the Koch brothers. Some are more closely affiliated with the Kochs than others, but all those with ties are plugged into the
national network of business leaders and anti-tax and an-ti-regulation advocates that Charles and David Koch have
endeavored to build through conferences and think tanks. The largest single contributor to Rubios campaign by far was the
economic libertarian organization Club for Growth, whose members gave $346,450. Club for Growth has had ties to the
Kochs since its founding in 1999. One of the groups directors, Howard Rich, is also a director of the Cato (NYSE:CATO)
Institute, a think tank that Charles Koch provided the initial funding for and on whose board of directors David Koch now
sits. [The Florida Independent, 3/14/11]
Esther Nuhfer Who Was Part Of Congressman Rivera’s Campaign Finances Controversy, Donated $2,400 To
Rubio. “Freshman Rep. David Rivera (R-Fla.), who has recently come under fire for questionable campaign expenditures,
declared himself this week to be ‘most transparent member of Congress.’ Such declarations have not stemmed the debate
swirling over his personal and campaign finances. The controversy centers on $817,000 spent on a political consultant, Esther
Nuhfer, since the 2006 election cycle. Nuhfer works for Communications Solutions, Inc. in Miami. The company received
more than $196,000 from Rivera’s campaign between September and October of 2010 alone, according to research by the
Center for Responsive Politics. Notably, Nuhfer herself has given contributions directly to Rivera. A Center for Responsive
Politics analysis indicates she gave $4,400 to Rivera during 2010. She also donated $2,400 to Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), who
was elected in November, and $1,325 to the U.S.-Cuba Democracy PAC.” [Capital Eye Blog, 3/1/11]
In 2011, Rubio Received $2,500 From Romney’s Free And Strong America PAC. “Romney’s Free and Strong America
PAC sent $83,500 to 40 members of Congress Tuesday, for a total of $208,000 sent to lawmakers’ campaigns this year. Two
senators made Romney’s list this time: Roger Wicker of Mississippi, who received $5,000, and Marco Rubio of Florida, who
got $2,500. Rubio - a rising national star and a key player in Florida’s critical early primary - is the only one of the 40 recipients
who isn’t up for reelection in 2012.” [Politico, 3/1/11]
Rubio Raised $20 Million For His 2010 Senate Run, Was $939,000 As Of November 2010 And Was Able to Pay It Off
As He Benefited From A Debt Retirement Fundraiser Hosted By Lobbyists. “Angle bested the fundraising totals of
California Democratic Sen. Barbara Boxer ($25.7 million), Reid ($22.6 million), and fellow tea party favorite, Florida Sen.-elect
Marco Rubio ($20 million). Angle also shattered the impressive numbers of tea party darling Minnesota Rep. Michele
Bachmann (Minn.), who led all House candidates this cycle by generating $13.3 million. Both Reid and Rubio, for example,
reported unpaid debts. Reid had $419,000 and Rubio had $939,000 as of Nov. 22. But having secured seats in the nation’s
most powerful institution for the next six years, both can easily turn to K Street lobbyists and others to erase their debt. Rubio
already has. Florida’s next Senator benefited from a debt retirement fundraiser earlier this month at Hotel George hosted by
some of the GOP’s top Washington lobbyists. They included Walmart’s political action committee; the head of the National
Association of Wholesaler-Distributors; Charlie Black, a principal in Prime Policy Group; and Drew Maloney, managing
director of Ogilvy Government Relations.” [Roll Call, 12/13/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Donated $1,500 In Campaigns Funds For An Event Organized By His Sister-In-Law. “Last weekend,
pro-Democrat blogger Joy Reid noted that the campaign of Marco Rubio in March had cut a $1,500 check to St. John
Neumann Catholic Preparatory School in Miami. FEC records indicated the money was for “registration,” and Reid -- author
of the Reid Report [link] -- wondered if maybe Rubio, whose use of a GOP credit card had already been questioned, had paid
his kids’ tuition with campaign money. The campaign quickly dismissed the item, saying, ‘It’s bogus. His kids don’t even go
there. It was to sponsor some event they were doing and as it turns out they couldn’t take money from a campaign so the
check was never cashed and then voided.’ Gotcha. Kids don’t go there. Check was voided. The event Rubio tried to sponsor -a fishing tournament -- was organized by who? His sister-in-law? No. Cos we’re sure the campaign would have mentioned that
fact in the many e-mails suggesting that we were morally bankrupt for even asking about the donation. And the schools folks,
they certainly would have brought it up when we asked them, right? Well, it’s true. Joy Reid [link] poked around a little more
and posted the item Wednesday. You can read it here [link], but the takeaway is that the campaign wrote a check to sponsor an
event organized by Rubio’s sister-in-law. As mentioned above, the school never cashed the check. Now, none of this is illegal

or even particularly improper -- campaigns pretty routinely sponsor tables, for example, at charity fundraisers. So why was the
campaign so defensive? Why put up such a fuss when it could have simply said: ‘No, he wasn’t paying tuition. The campaign
was sponsoring a fishing tournament fundraiser organized by his sister-in-law. Marco thinks it’s a good school.’” [Jim Stratton
Orlando Sentinel, 10/14/10]
By March Of 2010 Rubio Received $14,000 Of The Sugar Company Florida Crystals Corporation; Criticized Crist
Over His Deal With U.S. Sugar. “It’s hard to overestimate how personally important Gov. Charlie Crist considers the halfbillion-dollar land deal he brokered with U.S. Sugar Corp. in the name of Everglades restoration. In a nationally televised
interview with Fox News on Monday night, he spoke of it as a way to ‘honor God’s work’ and again equated the proposed
73,000-acre deal to the purchase of the first national park. ‘Our administration has been very focused on it, just like Teddy
Roosevelt would have been,’ Crist told Fox host Greta Van Susteren. Amid an increasingly vicious race against Marco Rubio
for a seat in the U.S. Senate, a key component of Crist’s political legacy now faces a critical vote Thursday before a much
lesser-known political body: the governing board of the South Florida Water Management District. All of this, in the context
of the Crist-Rubio U.S. Senate race, served as a reminder that in the universe of Florida politics, Big Sugar -- meaning U.S.
Sugar and Florida Crystals -- is at the center. In this case the two agro giants have backed opposing candidates. Rubio, backed
by Crystals, blasted the U.S. Sugar land deal on national television as a ‘massive, taxpayer-funded bailout’ for the Crystals
competitor. ‘Charlie Crist’s bailout plan will require higher taxes and increased debt and it does nothing for the Everglades,’
Rubio said. Crist dismissed the criticism and pointed to the $14,000 or more in campaign contributions that Rubio received
from Crystals executives. Meanwhile, campaign finance records show that U.S. Sugar executives, family members, attorneys
and lobbyists have funneled at least $103,000 to Crist.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/10/10]
Rubio Returned $3,500 In Contributions Because He Failed To Deposit Them In A Five Day Period During The
Session. “House Majority Leader Marco Rubio, a Miami Republican, said he’ll give back about $3,500 in contributions that he
said were wrongly recorded as being received during the session - and which violated a rule that requires contributions to be
deposited within five days. Rubio presented copies of the checks, showing they were dated before the session started - but
weren’t deposited until late mid-March. The five-day rule was enacted so that candidates can keep tabs on how much cash the
opposition has available. ‘You don’t correct a stupid mistake by ignoring it,’ Rubio said. ‘I’m not going to take any chances.
The checks will be returned.’” [The Miami Herald, 7/21/03]

Connections to National Republicans/Groups
Rubio Campaigned For Josh Mandel. According to the Cleveland Plain-Dealer, “Florida Sen. Marco Rubio will join
Mandel for a ‘grassroots’ event Monday in Dayton, according to an email this evening from Mandel’s campaign. The event is
scheduled from 8 to 9 p.m. at Wright State University’s Nutter Center. The appearance could help Rubio as much as it helps
Mandel. The freshman senator is often mentioned as a potential running mate for the eventual Republican presidential
nominee. And Ohio is a key swing state with a VP prospect of its own: U.S. Sen. Rob Portman, who is generating a fresh
round of buzz after Mitt Romney’s victory in the Buckeye State primary this week.” [Cleveland Plain-Dealer, 3/8/12]
Rubio Received A 97 Percent Score And Raked 10th From The Club For Growth, Also Earned A “Defender Of
Economic Freedom Award.” According to Sunshine State News, “Sen. Marco Rubio and six Florida congressmen -- all
Republicans -- earned top scores from the conservative Club for Growth for their votes on key issues last year. Rubio’s 97
percent score ranked him 10th in the Senate and garnered a “Defender of Economic Freedom Award.” Other senators
receiving the award were Pat Toomey, R-Pa.; Dan Coats, R-Ind.; Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H.; Jon Kyl, R-Ariz; and Jim Inhofe, ROkla.” [Sunshine State News, 3/1/12]
Rubio Keynoted Eric Cantor’s Annual Campaign Breakfast. According to the Washington Post, “There’s already one
leading Republican vice presidential contender in Richmond, and now another is coming to town. Florida Sen. Marco Rubio,
widely considered a rising star in the GOP, will be in Virginia’s capital Friday morning to serve as the keynote speaker at
House Majority Leader Eric Cantor’s (R) annual campaign breakfast.” [Washington Post, 2/28/12]
Rubio Fundraised For Scott Brown. According to the Boston Globe, “US Senator Scott Brown is in Florida today raising
money for his campaign with fellow freshman US Senator Marco Rubio, the Cuban-American Republican and Tea Party
darling who was elected the same year as Brown. But Brown’s campaign wasn’t exactly eager to broadcast his whereabouts.
Asked yesterday about the senator’s schedule for this week, a spokesman said he was unsure about Brown’s plans. In a
separate interview today, he said he did not have details about the Florida trip. Turns out, Brown has been on a two-day

fundraising swing in Florida. Last night, he attended an ‘evening reception’ at a private home in Bal Harbour, according to a
list of the senator’s out-of-state fundraisers obtained by the Globe. Today, Brown attended a Palm Beach luncheon whose
hosts were listed as Pepe Fanjul and Darlene and Jerry Jordan, along with Rubio. Tonight, Brown will attend a dinner hosted
by Rubio and Ned Siegel, the former ambassador to the Bahamas.” [Boston Globe, Political Intelligence, 2/22/12]
Rubio Addressed CPAC 2012. According to The Miami Herald’s Naked Politics Blog, U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio is heading
back to the Conservative Political Action Conference, which helped make the rising Republican star burn brighter last year.
Here’s the press release: The American Conservative Union (ACU) today announced U.S. Senator Marco Rubio will be a
featured speaker at CPAC 2012 – the 39th annual Conservative Political Action Conference. America’s largest gathering of
conservative leaders and activists will be held Thursday, February 9 – Saturday, February 11, 2012, in Washington, DC. Online
registration is now open at www.cpac.org. ‘In a short period of time, Marco Rubio has proven himself a courageous force in
the U.S. Senate and a rising star of the national conservative movement,’ said ACU Chairman Al Cardenas. ‘The American
Conservative Union is proud to announce Senator Rubio’s return to CPAC, and proud to host the nation’s premier venue to
highlight conservative leaders, principles and policies in 2012.’” [The Miami Herald, Naked Politics Blog, 11/29/11]
Bachmann: “I Want To Elect Thirteen More Republican Like-Minded Senators And I’m Thinking On The Order
Of A Marco Rubio.” ““I want to elect thirteen more Republican like-minded senators and I’m thinking on the order of a
Marco Rubio,” said Bachmann to applause at a campaign stop in Miami Monday reported CNN. Bachmann also cited Sen.
Jim DeMint (R-S.C.) as someone she hoped would be emulated in an attempt to turn control of the Senate over to
Republicans. Over the weekend Bachmann floated both Rubio and Demint as potential running mates. “Marco Rubio has the
hallmarks of, I think, everything that a person would look for in a potential candidate. He’s got so much going for him,”
Bachmann said. Bachmann praised Rubio Monday as a “wonderful man” with a “wonderful reputation in Washington, D.C.,”
saying she has spoken with him and looks forward to more conversations with the freshman senator. Rubio is considered by
many to be a rising star in the Republican party and has been mentioned as a possible 2012 vice presidential candidate. Rubio
has denied interest in the No. 2 spot on the Republican ticket, but his youth and electoral success in Florida, a pivotal swing
state, have catapulted him to the top of the GOP’s wish list. [The Hill Blog, 8/30/11]
Bachmann Praised Rubio, ‘He Has a Wonderful Reputation In Washington, D.C.’ At an event in Miami, Bachmann
said that “the U.S. Senate needs 13 more Republicans to give the GOP filibuster-proof control, Bachmann said she’d like the
new senators to be ‘on the order of Marco Rubio. I want to bring on 13 more people cut out of the same cloth as Marco
Rubio and (South Carolina Sen.) Jim DeMint’” Asked by a reporter about Rubio as a vice presidential nominee, Bachmann
said, ‘I’ve spoken with Marco Rubio. He is a wonderful man. He has a wonderful reputation in Washington, D.C., and I don’t
disclose the private contents of the conversation.’ Bachmann was accompanied by U.S. Rep. David Rivera, R-Miami, and state
House Majority Leader Carlos Lopez-Cantera, R-Miami, though both said they have not made endorsements in the
presidential race. ‘Whoever picks Marco Rubio for vice president, that’s my candidate,’ Rivera said. [The Palm Beach Post,
8/29/11]
Rubio: ‘I Don’t Speak For The Tea Party.’ “Just minutes after casting his “nay” vote on Tuesday, Sen. Marco Rubio, RFla., often referred to as a rock star of the movement, offered a sharp retort when asked why tea party members of the Senate
didn’t pull out the stops—i.e. filibustering—to block passage of the bill. ‘I don’t speak for the tea party,’ he said, then
amended, ‘Well, what is the tea party?’” [National Journal, 8/2/11]
Receipt Was the Top Recipient Of Jim DeMint’s Senate Conservative Fund Which Gave $573,000. “Eight of the 11
candidates Sen. Jim DeMint backed ended up winning their Senate Republican primaries this year. The South Carolina
Republican’s candidates fared less well Tuesday, winning half of their general election races, with the Alaska contest still being
contested. The DeMint-backed candidates with the amount of money contributed by his Senate Conservatives Fund: Winners
Marco Rubio, Florida, $573,000 Pat Toomey, Pennsylvania, $304,000 Mike Lee, Utah, $302,000 Rand Paul, Kentucky,
$258,000 Ron Johnson, Wisconsin, $195,000.” [Charleston Gazette, 11/7/10]
Rubio Gave The First National GOP Radio Address After The 2010 Election. “- Sen.-elect Marco Rubio said in a
national radio address Saturday that Republicans must pursue bold ideas like simplifying the tax code and reducing the national
debt and have the courage to fight for them .’This means preventing a massive tax increase scheduled to hit every American
taxpayer at the end of the year, Rubio said, according to a transcript of his prepared remarks. ‘It means repealing and replacing
the disastrous health care bill.’ Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said he chose Rubio to deliver the first radio
address after Tuesday’s midterm elections because of his principled conservatism aimed at reducing government spending and
taxes. Republicans won control of the House and gained seats in the Senate for the 112th Congress.” [Pensacola News
Journal, 11/7/10]

Rubio Had The Support Of Several Washington Insiders During His 2010 Senate Bid. “For all his talk of being an
outsider, Mr. DeMint is an insider, just in a different establishment. At a fund-raising dinner for Mr. Rubio in Washington this
year, he joked that just by virtue of being there the people in the room could no longer consider themselves “establishment.”
But the attendees included some of the most established names in conservative circles: Grover Norquist of Americans for Tax
Reform; David Keene of the American Conservative Union; Erick Erickson, the editor of the influential blog RedState.” [The
New York Times, 10/31/10]
Sarah Palin Campaigned For Rubio. “Lampooning Tallahassee’s ‘turtle tunnel’ as an example of wasteful stimulus
spending, Sarah Palin told fired-up Republicans on Saturday that Florida can change the country’s direction by electing GOP
congressional challengers next month. Sarah Palin got a tumultuous welcome at a Republican National Committee rally here
from about 2,000 conservative activists who waved American flags and red signs that said ‘Fire Pelosi,’ a reference to
Democratic House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. Sarah Palin, a former Alaska governor and the GOP’s 2008 vice presidential
nominee, said the stakes will be huge on Nov. 2 and that winning control of one or both chambers of Congress would
determine whether President Barack Obama’s polices will continue for two more years. The rally featured appearances by U.S.
Senate nominee Marco Rubio of Florida, as well as candidates for state offices. Tickets to the rally were $25, but a private
reception with headliners cost $1,000.” [Gannett via Asbury Park Press, 10/24/10]
American Crossroads Spent $14,780 In September And the First Two Weeks Of October On Behalf Of Rubio. “Out
of a total of 345 contributions between Sept. 1 and Oct. 13, just five donors contributed 88 percent of the funds to American
Crossroads, a super PAC affiliated with former Bush White House Senior Adviser Karl Rove and former Republican National
Committee Chair Ed Gillespie. Crossroads raised $14,778,673 in September and the first two weeks of October, according to
Federal Elections Commission reports filed Wednesday. Five donors contributed $13 million of that. At least some of that
money is ending up in Florida, where the group is running ads supporting Marco Rubio’s candidacy for U.S. Senate and
opposing the reelection of Rep. Ron Klein, D-Fort Lauderdale, with the claim that he supports rationing health care.” [The
Florida Independent, 10/21/10]
American Crossroads Gave $2 Million To Rubio Between September 28-October 16 2010. “Political action committees
tied to Republican strategist Karl Rove have paid out more than $2 million in the past three weeks to boost Republican U.S.
Senate candidate Marco Rubio. Federal election records show that money was spent between Sept. 28 and Oct. 16 on a
television and direct mail ad blitz supporting Rubio and opposing his closest challenger, independent Florida Gov. Charlie
Crist.” [Orlando Sentinel, 10/19/10]
Sarah Palin’s PAC, SarahPAC, Gave $5,000 To Rubio. “Sarah Palin has contributed $5,000 to Marco Rubio’s campaign, a
newly filed FEC report shows. It’s the first donation to Rubio from Palin’s SarahPAC, which has been busy doling out checks
to conservative Republican candidates.” [St. Petersburg Times, 10/12/10]
Jim Demint’s PAC Transferred $240,600 To Rubio. “Marco Rubio has gotten more money from Sen. Jim DeMint’s PAC
than any other candidate, an OpenSecrets.org analysis shows. DeMint has transferred at least $240,600 in bundled, or
‘earmarked,’ contributions from donors to Rubio.” [St. Petersburg Times, 10/5/10]
Romney Stumped For Rubio. “Pasco County supporters of Marco Rubio got what sounded like a preview of the 2012
presidential campaign Friday when former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, a likely 2012 contender, appeared at a campaign
event for Rubio. He was backing Rubio, but in his speech, Romney painted an apocalyptic portrait of the Obama
administration and liberals destroying America, and the critical need for Republicans to stop them. ‘He’s trying to
fundamentally change the way America works and we will not let him,’ Romney said of Obama.” [Tampa Tribune, 10/2/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Signed Laura Ingraham’s Ten for Ten Pledge Which “Labeled Social Security As “Generational
Theft.” “With a hat tip to resident flip-flop historian Eric Jotkoff (one of the non-sliders in Florida Democrat-land) here’s
another helpful Marco Rubio, yes he does support privatizing Social Security flashback. Last September, Rubio signed onto
right wing radio host Laura Ingraham’s Ten for 10³ candidate pledge to support 10 conservative ideas in the 2010 election
cycle, which labeled Social Security as generational theft. Here’s plank #8 in the pledge: Idea 8: ‘End generational theft. I am
running for U.S. Senate to ensure America continues the now-threatened tradition of passing down a stronger, more
prosperous America to future generations of Americans. As few believe America’s entitlement programs will be able to pay
benefits to future generations, I support providing younger workers the choice of diverting Social Security payroll taxes into
personal retirement accounts. Seniors and near-retirees would not be affected.’” [Joe Reid Reidblog, 9/26/10]

Rubio Did Not See A Problem With Christine O’Donnell’s Lack Of Experience, Said The System Was Not
Designed To Elect A “Bunch Of Experts.” “Marco Rubio does not see a problem with Christine O’Donnell’s past of
financial trouble and bizarre quotes, noting that system is not designed to elect ‘a bunch of experts’ to the Senate. Rubio made
the comments in a question and answer session with the Kitchen Cabinet, a conservative women’s group which will post the
full interview on their website Wednesday. ‘We actually have some people running that are not particularly experienced or
maybe as skilled as some, in Delaware for instance, where there are some real questions about Christine O’Donnell,’ the group
asked Rubio, Florida’s Republican nominee for the Senate. ‘The republic works and isn’t designed to elect a bunch of experts,’
Rubio responded. ‘Really to be an expert in our republic means to know what life is like in the real world,’ added Rubio, who
did not mention O’Donnell by name in his response. ‘I think that’s the promising thing of this election.’” [Politico, 9/22/10]
Rubio Delivered The Weekly National Republican Address In August Of 2010. “Marco Rubio will deliver the weekly
Republican address, a nice perk and sign of the national GOP support he has going into the general election.” [St. Petersburg
Times, 8/27/10]
Pawlenty Hosted A Rubio Fundraiser. “Gov. Tim Pawlenty will host a fundraiser tomorrow for Florida GOP Senate
hopeful Marco Rubio, making the Minnesota Republican the latest in a string of national Republican leaders to show support
for Rubio’s campaign. The event, a luncheon at the Minneapolis Club, carries a $1,000 price tag, according to the invitation.
To be a leadership committee member, the donation request is $10,000 - a group that includes former Minnesota GOP Sen.
Rudy Boschwitz and former state GOP Chairman Bill Cooper, the invitation read.” [Politico, 6/21/10]
Senator DeMint’s Funds To Rubio Accounted For 1 Out Of Every 20 Dollars Of The First $7 Million Raised.
“Republican Marco Rubio’s Senate candidacy in Florida has been buoyed by a U.S. senator from South Carolina who has
showered Rubio with praise, contacts and an unprecedented amount of money. Campaign-finance experts say they’ve never
seen anything like Sen. Jim De- Mint’s efforts on behalf of Rubio. DeMint’s fund, known as a congressional-leadership PAC,
has provided more than $103,000 in direct contributions and indirect fundraising expenses for Rubio through March 31, the
most recent campaign-finance reporting deadline. DeMint’s fund says it has raised an additional $240,000 in individual
campaign contributions forwarded to Rubio’s campaign, fueling his Senate bid with a total of $343,000 so far. That’s about 1
of every 20 dollars of the $7 million that Rubio has raised so far for the race.” [Orlando Sentinel, 5/20/10]
Cheney Endorsed Rubio. “Former Vice President Dick Cheney threw his support to Marco Rubio in the Florida GOP
Senate primary Thursday, warning that ‘Charlie Crist cannot even be trusted to remain a Republican.’ The Cheney
endorsement represents the most significant national ‘get’ to date for Rubio, and comes as Crist weighs bolting the Republican
Party to run as an independent. In a statement issued by Rubio’s campaign, the former vice president urged Crist to stay in the
primary or drop out of the race altogether. ‘The only winners from an independent bid by Crist would be Barack Obama and
Harry Reid,’ Cheney said. Crist’s plunging poll numbers and open consideration of an independent run have prompted a
stampede of previously neutral GOP figures to get behind Rubio. In less than a week, the former state House speaker has won
support from 2008 presidential candidate Mitt Romney, House Minority Whip Eric Cantor and now Cheney.” [Politico,
4/22/10]
Grover Norquist Endorsed Rubio. “Tax hater in chief Grover Norquist endorsed Marco Rubio for U.S. Senate today.’...
Marco Rubio s vigorous advocacy of his property tax reform plan remains a shining example of his willingness to stand up for
pro-taxpayer policies, even in the face of opponents committed to the status quo. Just as Marco fought for revolutionary tax
reform, he also held the line on spending during challenging budget years when others were clamoring for more revenues and
more ways to fund government. Marco Rubio is the only consistently anti-tax candidate in Florida s U.S. Senate race. When
Marco Rubio makes promises to not raise taxes on taxpayers, he keeps them. I am proud to support Marco Rubio and am
excited by the things he will do in Washington to stand up for taxpayers and advance free market, limited government
principles.’ The Crist campaign responds by pointing out this PolitiFact item showing Rubio has supported a tax increase
before, contrary to what his Web site has said. [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 2/9/10]
Rubio Signed The Club For Growth Repeal Affordable Care Act Pledge. “Republican U.S. Senate candidate Marco
Rubio today signed the Club for Growth’s new pledge to repeal the health care legislation headed for passage in the next few
weeks. ‘As a U.S. senator, I will sponsor and support legislation to repeal any federal health care takeover passed in 2010, and
replace it with real reforms that lower health care costs without growing government,’ Rubio said. For Rubio and others,
however, it could be a difficult pledge to uphold given the complexity of the legislation and other factors. But with major
provisions not expected to go into effect until 2014, there would be room to try, should the GOP gain control of the Senate.
We’ve asked the Crist campaign if they were offered the pledge. UPDATE: Club spokesman Mike Connolly said candidates
were not solicited and that word spread through Twitter and other means. He said he was not aware that Rubio, who has been

endorsed by the group, had been specifically asked. ‘We’d very much like to see Gov. Crist take it,’ Connolly said.” [St.
Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 1/14/10]
The Club For Growth Bundled $100,000 For Rubio. “The Club for Growth announced Wednesday it had bundled
$100,000 for Republican Marco Rubio’s campaign for the seat Sen.George LeMieux, R-Fla., will vacate next year. ‘Marco
Rubio and his vision of economic freedom are resonating around the country,’ Club President Chris Chocola said. ‘In the
middle of the holiday season, in the middle of a recession, we have bundled an astonishing $100,000 in little over a month.’
Rubio and Gov. Charlie Crist are vying for the GOP nod. While Rubio’s fundraising numbers improved last quarter, he still
trails Crist in cash on hand.” [National Journal’s Congress Daily, 12/17/09]
Karl Rove Donated $1,000 To Rubio’s Senate Campaign. “In a ‘First Read’ report on the website of MSNBC (10/5),
Chuck Todd related, “Over the past few weeks, Florida GOP Gov. Charlie Crist has found himself being put on the defensive
more and more in the primary thanks to the challenge by ex-state House Speaker Marco Rubio. While Crist has financially
overwhelmed Rubio to date, there are many Republicans -- particularly those in Florida that are close to former GOP Gov.
Jeb Bush -- who have publicly become more comfortable airing their skepticism about Crist in public. One of those
Republicans with close ties to the Bush family, Karl Rove, has signaled his preference with his wallet. Rove confirms to NBC
News that he has contributed a $1000 to Rubio’s campaign, the donation will be made public when Rubio files his next FEC
report (due Oct. 15).” [The Frontrunner, 10/6/09]
Huckabee Endorsed Rubio For Senate. “In the battle of endorsements, Marco Rubio got the nod today from Mike
Huckabee in his race for the U.S. Senate. Backing from Huckabee, a popular presidential candidate and one of the nation’s
leading religious conservatives, will help Rubio keep pace with Governor Charlie Crist, who has gathered support from
Republican pragmatists in the U.S. Senate. The party establishment in Washington thinks the moderate governor has the best
chance to win the general election. But many conservatives are rallying around Rubio. In a web video and e-mail, Huckabee
said: ‘Marco believes in smaller government. He is a firm supporter of life. As the former Florida speaker, he was incredibly
effective at bringing new ideas to the table and working to see them passed into law.’” [Sun-Sentinel Politics Blog, 6/23/09]
Rubio Signed Grover Norquist’s American For Tax Reform Pledge. “Marco Rubio also signed the American for Tax
Reform pledge against taxes today, joining Republican U.S. Senate rival Charlie Crist. (previous blog here). Americans need
leaders committed to fiscal responsibility and pro-growth economic policies. Therefore, I commend Mr. Rubio for signing the
Taxpayer Protection Pledge. Signing and abiding by the Pledge is a clear indication of a candidates dedication to fiscal
conservatism. Grover Norquist, president of ATR, said in a release. ‘I applaud him for his leadership and dedication to the
taxpayers of Florida. I strongly encourage every candidate for federal and state elective office to sign the Taxpayer Protection
Pledge, Norquist continued.’” [The Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 5/14/09]
Senator Mel Martinez Did Not Endorse Rubio And Thought He Was Going To Lose. “Sen. Mel Martinez (R-Fla.) has
endorsed Gov. Charlie Crist as his replacement - and politely advised potential Crist challenger Marco Rubio to seek
employment elsewhere. Martinez, speaking to reporters in the Capitol Tuesday, hinted that the former speaker of the Florida
House might want to consider a state attorney general run - as has been suggested by some GOP-ers. ‘I am endorsing [Crist],’
said Martinez. After saying he’s ‘not telling’ Rubio not to run, he added: ‘I also believe he will not be successful at this time, so
he might want to focus on a race he wants to win.’” [Politico, 5/13/09]
Rubio Was Mike Huckabee’s Florida Co-Chairman. “And earlier this month, the former Arkansas governor and Baptist
minister named two prominent conservative Florida legislators as co-chairmen of his statewide campaign. He chose House
Speaker Marco Rubio and Senate Majority Leader Daniel Webster. Rubio and ally state Rep. David Rivera have taken to the
airwaves to promote Huckabee on Spanish-language radio and hope to boost his support among Cuban Americans,
traditionally a key GOP voting bloc.” [The Miami Herald, 12/27/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Endorsement Of Huckabee Was ‘Puzzling’ Because Of Huckabee’s Opposition To The Cuban
Embargo; Romney Called Rubio “Mario.” “The day after Mike Huckabee received Marco Rubio’s endorsement, he also
got the endorsement of Jim Gilchrist, founder of the vigilante group called the Minutemen Project. Huckabee doesn’t believe
in evolution, once advocated for the quarantine of AIDS patients (as did Fidel Castro) and once did PR for a televangelist.
He’d probably consider the Cuban constitution of 1940 ideological heresy. What’s his appeal to the traditional CubanAmerican voter? Until recently, Huckabee didn’t think the embargo was a good idea: It hurt Arkansas’ rice farmers. The only
reason Huckabee’s popularity is surging is because, in a field of phonies, he’s the one who seems least robot-like. That’s
refreshing. But it’s hardly a reason to forgo all dignity and endorse a man so eager to pander to Cuban Americans that he
would abandon overnight his stand on something as complicated as the Cuban embargo. There were a lot of Cuban

Americans in the crowd. But the applause for Romney was restrained, the reception tepid. You could almost see a big YAWN
thought bubble hanging over the dining room. Then there was a programming glitch, and Romney blurted out: Patria or
muerte, venceremos! Oops. That’s the monsters’ line. Never mind. Poor Rubio remained undaunted, smiling up to Romney,
who rewarded his adoration by calling him “Mario Rubio.” You know: Mario, Manny, Marco, all those Latino guys look alike.”
[Ana Menendez The Miami Herald, 12/19/07]
Rubio Was Slated To Attend A Meeting At The Aspen Institute But Backed Out Due To Family Reasons.
“UPDATE 11/29: We learn today that Rubio is not going after all, due to family reasons.Fresh off a Disney cruise with his
family, House Speaker Marco Rubio is heading this week to Aspen, Colo., for a meeting at the Aspen Institute. Rubio was
named this month as a Aspen-Rodel Fellow, a group of “‘rue rising stars’ of American politics. According the Web site, the
program brings leaders together “to discuss broad issues of democratic governance and effective public service.’ Among those
joining Rubio: Mike Bishop, majority leader, Michigan State Senate; Rachel Kaprielian, assistant majority leader, Massachusetts
House of Representatives; and Lawrence Wasden, attorney general, Idaho.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 11/28/07]
Grover Norquist Said That Rubio Was The “Most Pro-Taxpayer Legislative Leader In The Country.” “Marco Rubio,
speaker of the Florida House, has crisscrossed the state in recent weeks, making the pitch for huge property tax cuts before
crowds. He has been on radio and TV, including “Nightline” and PBS’s ‘NewsHour.’ He has hosted telephone conference
calls with dozens of people. A Republican Party-funded Web site promotes his ideas. More than anyone - including Gov.
Charlie Crist - the 36-year-old from Miami has become the face of the property tax debate in Florida. He seized the issue early
this year and proposed a dramatic plan to trade property taxes for a higher sales tax. The tax swap died - not before gaining
national attention - yet that has done little to weaken Rubio’s zeal. Or his standing. As lawmakers prepare for a special session
on Tuesday, no one’s voice matters more. ‘He’s the most pro-taxpayer legislative leader in the country,’ said Grover Norquist,
a national conservative figure, adding that Rubio’s moves have created a buzz among think tanks in Washington. ‘There is
something helpful about staking out a clear, radical position,’ Norquist said of Rubio’s tax swap. ‘It moved the debate in a
healthy way. And in politics you don’t ever want to get everything you asked for. You want to put the target out further than
you can reach in one year. He can come back next year and say, ‘Here’s step two and step three.’ Rubio said the campaign-like
approach is adopted from the tour he and other Re-publicans took in forming the book ‘100 Innovative Ideas for Florida.’ Socalled ‘Idea Raisers’ were held across the state to gather suggestions from citizens about what policies to pursue.” [Bradenton
Herald, 6/11/07]
Rubio Hosted A Republican Fundraiser In DC After The 2007 Regular Session. “House Speaker Marco Rubio is
hosting a Republican fund-raiser in the nation’s capital on May 23. Dinner at Sam and Harry’s steakhouse followed by a tour
of the monuments. He’ll be joined by future speakers Ray Sansom and Dean Cannon.” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog,
5/10/07]
According To Grover Norquist, Rubio’s Sales Tax Increase Proposal Did Not Violate The Taxpayer Protection
Pledge Because It Would Cause A Net Decrease In Taxes For Property Owners. “A caller asked Buzz how House
Speaker Marco Rubio and other House members can sign the Taxpayer Protection Pledge and still support a plan that raises
the sales tax by 2.5 cents. By signing the pledge, ‘candidates and incumbents solemnly bind themselves to oppose any and all
tax increases.’ The pledge is the product of Grover Norquist’s American for Tax Reform, but Norquist recently wrote a letter
standing by Rubio. It doesn’t violate the pledge, Norquist said, because property owners would see a net decrease in taxes.”
[St. Petersburg Times, 4/22/07]
Romney Called Marco Rubio, “Mario.” According to The Miami Herald, “State Rep. Rene Garcia, for one, said he was
“unimpressed.” The Hialeah Republican grimaced when Romney called the state House Speaker ‘Mario Rubio’ -- his first
name is Marco -- and mispronounced the names of U.S. Reps. Mario and Lincoln Diaz-Balart. “He used the Cuba issue way
too much,’ Garcia said. ‘I don’t want to judge a man based on one speech alone, but it bothered me that he didn’t get the
names right.’” [The Miami Herald, 3/19/07]
Rubio Visited Oklahoma To Tout His “100 Ideas.” “House Speaker Marco Rubio’s 100 Ideas concept is spreading
beyond Florida. Georgia and Iowa have already seized the idea. Now Oklahoma is, too. Today, Rubio is co-hosting an ‘idea
raiser’ on rural healthcare in Tahlequah, which dubs itself ‘the best small-town in Oklahoma.’” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz
Blog, 2/16/07]

Rise To Elected Office And Time In Florida House Of Representatives
Michael Reagan: Rubio’s Time Will Come. “Unlike McCain, who had to appear with Palin most of the time just to draw a
crowd, Romney needs to have a VP who can campaign for him elsewhere without attracting all the media attention or showing
him up. That might be hard. Mitt is not exactly known for his star power. But he doesn’t need to be exciting to win the White
House. He needs to show voters that he has the ideas and the governing skills to pull the economy out of the deep ditch Mr.
Obama’s got us stuck in. Rubio will have his day. So will future Republican all-stars like Christie, Ryan and Bobby Jindal. The
GOP has a deep bench. But Mitt’s the GOP’s QB now. He’s got to ignore the crowd of conservatives who want him to throw
the long bomb to Rubio. He’s got to call his own play for VP -- and make it good but boring.” [Town Hall, Michael Reagan,
6/28/12]
Alan Farago Op-Ed: Rubio Groomed In Florida GOP Politics; Supported “Growth-At-Any-Cost.” “Before he [Rubio]
was thirty, he had risen to prominence in the Dade delegation to the Florida legislature and proved adept at marshalling
majorities in service of the Jeb Bush ‘growth-at-any-cost’ agenda, cultivating deep relationships with GOP campaign funders
who relied on the services of government to turn speculative land investments into platted subdivisions. They used language
and methodology devised from the highest level of the GOP: free market fundamentalism and conviction that self-interest
achieves social progress more efficiently and better than government regulation. George Bush might have been president, but
Florida was the test tube, the incubator for policies hatched by conservative think tanks and their leading lights, like Karl Rove
and Grover Norquist. The best example is the Growth Machine’s animus against environmental regulations protecting
wetlands. In Florida, as shown through the outstanding investigative journalism of the St. Pete Times, during a period of
federal policy (initiated by the first President Bush) of “no net loss” of wetlands, Florida lost 84,000 acres under the eyes of
federal guardians: the US Army Corps of Engineers and the US EPA. Now, the American public is still waiting for the
moment the mainstream media will probe aspiring public officials along this line of inquiry, and the moment couldn’t happen
soon enough. The meaning of the coded text is ‘growth enhancements’: the real target of the GOP is not ‘Obamacare’ or even
‘debt’-- it is environmental regulations that ‘kill jobs’.” [Counter Punch Op-Ed, 7/19/11]
The Reid-Blog Profiled Rubio’s Rise To Power; Several Florida GOP Allies With Shady Passes Helped Him.
“Though the media in Florida tends to romanticize 39-year-old Marco Rubios rise through politics, what is often underplayed
is just how thoroughly the young Cuban-Americans path has been paved by Bush cronies. He was discovered by Al Cardenas,
Jebs money man and one of the most influential players in Republican politics as the former party chairman, when a young
Rubio interviewed for a job on the 1996 Bob Dole presidential campaign. It was Cardenas who first brought the young man to
Jebs attention. It was also during the Dole campaign that Rubio met his now best friend, David Rivera, who is himself a
mystery “ a staunch anti-Castro politician who this year denied being friends with a businessman, Ariel Pereda, who facilitates
trade with Cuba (who also is tied by about five degrees of separation to Rubio); and a man who has fought allegations that he
abused a former girlfriend since his first political campaign in 2002. Rivera has risen to power as the states chief budget writer
in the House, in part by riding Rubio’s coattails, and he is now running for Congress himself. He and Rubio own a house
together in Tallahassee, which recently went into foreclosure. And Rivera is facing a lawsuit seeking to oust him from the
ballot for seemingly false statements on his financial disclosure forms. Rivera, who earns about $30,000 a year as a state
legislator, owns two homes and three cars, and has long claimed on his disclosures to be a contractor for the U.S. Agency for
International Development “an agency that says it has never heard of him. After working on the Dole campaign, 29-year-old
Rubio ran for the city council in West Miami. But by 2000, he had won a seat in the State House. From there, it was a short six
year trip to the speakership, with stops along the way as House Majority Whip and Majority leader. Along the way, he
accumulated allies that would provide him with political allegiance, access, and most important: money. There’s Ralph Arza,
also a former State House member, who with Rubio and Rivera, helped push Jeb Bushs agenda through the legislature (Arza
was known as the point man for Bush’s educational initiatives.) Rubio was forced to distance himself from Arza in 2006, after
the State Rep. was revealed to have called then-Miami Dade Schools Chief Rudy Crew, who is African-American, the n-word,
and Arza’s cousin left a threatening voicemail for a fellow House member who outed Arza’s language use to the media. Arza
resigned from his House seat and charged with two felonies for the incident. Fuel distributor Max Alvarez, owner of a
company called Sunshine State Gasoline Distributors, got a deal slipped into the state House budget by his virtual son Marco
in 2008. He donated $7,500 to one of Rubio’s political action committees in 2003 committees which would ultimately take in
hundreds of thousands of dollars, and pave Rubio’s way to the Speakership.” [Reid-Blog, 10/23/10]
Rubio Began To Use Political Committees To Climb The Ranks, Most Of The Money Raised From These
Committees Went To Consultants And $14,000 Went To His Relatives Who Helped With The Committee. “‘As
Rubio climbed the ranks, he began to use little-noticed political committees to fund his travel and other expenses.’ ‘What
emerged, records show, is a pattern of blending personal and political spending. Over and over again Rubio proved sloppy, at

best, in complying with disclosure requirements.’ Virtually broke, he began campaigning to be House speaker in ‘03 and
created a cmte to help elect other candidates and ‘curry their support. With his wife serving as treasurer, Rubio did not wait for
the state to authorize the committee before accepting campaign donations.’ The cmte listed its address as Rubio’s home but
reported spending nearly $85K in office and operating costs and $65K for administrative costs. Rubio reported raising more
than $228K for that cmte over 18 months, but he failed to disclose $34K in expenses as required by state law. In four elections
between ‘00-’06, Rubio faced only token opposition. Yet he still spent nearly $670K in campaign funds. A second cmte created
by Rubio in ‘03 raised more than $386K, ‘much of it going to Rubio’s political strategists and consultants.’ Other expenses
included $14K incorrectly listed as ‘courier services’ that ‘in fact were payments to Rubio’s relatives who he said were helping
with the committee’s political activities.’ [The Hotline, 10/22/10; St. Petersburg Times, 10/22/10]
In A Profile Piece, Rubio’s “100 Innovative Ideas” Were Profiled; Ascended Florida Politics Quickly. The Florida
Legislature is brimming with new ideas. It’s the result of a unique collaboration between residents of the fourth-largest state
and the new speaker of the Florida House, Marco Rubio. He’s a 35-year-old Republican with a mission to create a fresh vision
for Florida’s future, one that gives people a more meaningful say in how laws are made. Rubio’s goal: Put policy first and
politics second, by encouraging lawmakers to solicit bold ideas from their constituents and find ways to make them happen. ‘I
honestly and truly believe that people are dying for problem-solvers in politics,’ Rubio says. “I think we have to show how
innovative ideas can be a catalyst for change.” The book, 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future, was published in November by
conservative publisher Regnery and financed by the Republican Party of Florida, a decision that has subjected Rubio to some
criticism. He says he had no other way to pay for it, and that it would have been wrong to directly solicit donations from
special interests with a stake in pending legislation. The Florida Legislature historically has had rapid turnover in leadership,
with speakers and Senate presidents usually selected among their peers years in advance and serving for a single two-year term.
Through a mix of happenstance, luck and the personal magnetism of ambitious politicians, the system has produced its share
of outstanding visionaries and narrow-minded partisans. In 1992, Florida voters amended the state Constitution by passing a
citizens’ initiative known as ‘Eight is Enough,’ which limited the terms of legislators to eight years. The effect has been
dramatic. Freshman House members jockey for support for the speaker’s post almost from the day they are elected, with the
goal of holding the position in the final two years of their eight-year careers. It is at that point in his political career where
Rubio finds himself now, and he wants to make the most of it. ‘If the purpose of partisanship is to advance ideas, then
partisanship is good. But if the purpose of partisanship is beating people up for the sake of winning an election, then
partisanship is bad,’ Rubio says. ‘This is designed to elicit heated debate, but for the purpose of coming up with solutions.’
Rubio himself chaired a select legislative committee that studied Florida’s eminent domain law, the first time in his six years in
office that he played a leading role in a major public policy area. He is young and is viewed as highly ambitious, so the 100
Ideas project has led to a considerable speculation that he plans to use the project and book to catapult himself onto the
national political stage. ‘I’ve been behind it, but it hasn’t been a form of self-promotion,’ Rubio says. ‘I don’t think it would
work if it were a Marco Rubio project. If these are my 100 ideas, I can only get so far with that.’ [State Legislatures Magazine,
1/1/07]
At His Speakership Sworn In, Rubio Pledged That The Florida House Should Be “Battlefield Of Ideas.” In his
speech, “Rubio promised to transform the House into a ‘battlefield of ideas’ -- a theme echoed earlier by his Senate
counterpart, Ken Pruitt. Eloquently delivered at a rapid-fire pace, Rubio’s 16-minute speech cautiously straddled his
competing goals: He attempted to inspire the Republican-dominated House to change course and heed voters’ thirst for
reform. But he steered clear of criticizing the past Republican legislative leaders and Gov. Jeb Bush, who sat before him in the
front row. Both Rubio and Pruitt said the major challenge facing lawmakers was to address what Rubio called ‘the twin threats
of rising property taxes and rising property insurance.’ But neither offered any proposals for how to solve them.” [The Miami
Herald, 11/22/06]
Jeb Bush “Unleashed Chang” And Gift Rubio A Golden Sword After Being Named Speaker-Designate. “After more
than an hour of solemn ceremony naming Rep. Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, as the 2007-2008 House Speaker, Gov. Jeb Bush
stepped to the podium in the House chamber last week and told a short story about ‘unleashing Chang,’ his ‘mystical warrior’
friend. Here are Bush’s words, spoken before hundreds of lawmakers and politicians: ‘Chang is a mystical warrior. Chang is
somebody who believes in conservative principles, believes in entrepreneurial capitalism, believes in moral values that
underpin a free society. I rely on Chang with great regularity in my public life. He has been by my side, and sometimes I let
him down. But Chang, this mystical warrior, has never let me down.’ Bush then unsheathed a golden sword and gave it to
Rubio as a gift. ‘I’m going to bestow to you the sword of a great conservative warrior,’ he said, as the crowd roared. The
crowd, however, could be excused for not understanding Bush’s enigmatic foray into the realm of Eastern mysticism. In a
1989 Washington Post article on the politics of tennis, former President George Bush was quoted as threatening to ‘unleash
Chang’ as a means of intimidating other players. The saying was apparently quite popular with Gov. Bush’s father, and referred
to a legendary warrior named Chang who was called upon to settle political disputes in Chinese dynasties of yore. The phrase

has evolved, under Gov. Jeb Bush’s use, to mean the need to fix conflicts or disagreements over an issue.” [The Ledger,
9/18/05]
Rubio Was Named The First Cuban-American Speaker Of The Florida House. “In a ceremony broadcast live to Cuba
over Radio Marti, Miami Republican Rep. Marco Rubio formally was tapped Tuesday as Florida’s next House speaker and the
first Cuban-American to hold the powerful post. Rubio will succeed House Speaker Allan Bense, R-Panama City, as leader of
the chamber if Republicans maintain their control of the House after next year’s elections. The Republicans hold an 84-36 seat
advantage over the Democrats. Along with becoming the first Cuban-American speaker, Rubio also is poised to become the
second-youngest House speaker in Florida history. During Tuesday’s designation ceremony, Rubio distributed copies of a
blank book to fellow House members, one that he wants them to fill with 100 innovative ideas over the next year.”[SunSentinel, 9/14/05]
Op-Ed: Before Rubio Became Speaker-Designate, He Was Chairman Of The Procedures And Policy Committee.
“Everybody loves Marco Rubio. Which, right away, makes me nervous. After all, Rubio is a Miami-Dade Republican who’s in
the state House of Representatives, a free-for-all zone where no friendship is deep enough or party affiliation strong enough if
stakes are high enough. And yet, at age 33, the state representative is the powerful chair of Procedures and Policy for the
House and is expected to become the next Speaker. The first Cuban-American to hold that position. I’ve even caught
Democrats looking out for Rubio’s political well-being. ‘The man everybody loves,’ I said upon meeting Rubio. ‘Until 2008,’
he answered with a chuckle and without hesitation, giving the date he’ll be out because of term limits.” [Ralph De La Cruz
Sun-Sentinel 4/10/05]
In 2004, With A War Chest Of $150,000, Rubio Faced Off A Against Democrat Laura Leyva An Owner Of A
Healthcare Consulting Company. “For the past two elections, State Rep. Marco Rubio has been unopposed for the District
111 seat. But this year, a Democratic businesswoman says she wants to put her knowledge of healthcare issues to work in
Tallahassee. Laura Leyva, who owns Physician Consultants Inc. - a company that provides consulting to healthcare
organizations - is challenging Republican Rubio in the Nov. 2 election. If elected, Levya said she would work on ways to offer
affordable insurance to people. With a sizable campaign chest of about $150,000 - nearly 12 times more than Leyva’s - Rubio
said he still isn’t sure how he will spend it. ‘I’m still looking at the best strategies,’ Rubio said, adding that his goal is to tell
voters what he has done and what he will do.” [The Miami Herald, 9/19/04]
Rubio Defended Speaker Byrd From Defamatory Comments Made By A Democratic Legislator That Called Him A
Mass Killer. “State Sen. Nancy Argenziano’s outspoken criticism of House Speaker Johnnie Byrd and state Rep. Charlie
Dean, R-Inverness, brought equally harsh denunciations Tuesday from the House majority leader. ‘To compare the
democratically elected leader of the Florida House to a lunatic like Jim Jones who was responsible for the murder of hundreds
of people, including women and children, is simply abhorrent,’ Rubio wrote. Although House and Senate leaders have at times
sharply disagreed on policy, Rubio added, ‘Neither I nor any member of the House, Republican or Democrat, has ever
compared (Senate) President (Jim) King to a mass killer.’ Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Coral Gables, called Argenziano’s published
remarks “distasteful,’ ‘abhorrent,’ ‘inaccurate’ and ‘unfair,’ and asked the Crystal River senator to retract them. Rubio’s
criticism came a day after Byrd announced plans to seek the Republican nomination for U.S. Senate next year.” [St. Petersburg
Times, 7/16/03]
Speaker Byrd Warned Reluctant Lawmakers On A Phone Rate Bill That Rubio Was “Watching Them.” “Several
House members have expressed concern at Byrd’s decision late last week to order the administration committee to take up the
repeal bill without consulting any of the members who worked for two years to get the act passed. Rep. Don Brown, a
Defuniak Springs Republican, told the committee he didn’t ‘particularly appreciate it being thrust down my throat.’ Lawmakers
told The Herald that Byrd called reluctant lawmakers and told them to support the repeal, warning them that ‘Allan Bense and
Marco Rubio are watching you.’ Bense, the incoming House speaker, and Rubio, the House Republican leader, are two of
Byrd’s top deputies. Both have remained loyal to Byrd at the same time they have had to quell members’ frustration with their
speaker’s approach. Rubio said Wednesday he wasn’t ‘watching’ anyone. He said he is considering supporting the repeal
because the phone companies promised they wanted competition even as they pursued actions with federal regulators to
reduce competition.” [The Miami Herald, 3/25/04]
Lt. Gov. Tony Jennings Mistook Rubio As A Clerk And Asked Him To Make Copies. “Term limits have certainly
brought a lot of fresh faces to the Florida Legislature. Lt. Gov. Toni Jennings, an Orlando Republican who had served two
terms as Senate president, discovered that the hard way recently. She turned to a man she thought was a clerk working in the
office of House Policy Chairman Dudley Goodlette and asked him to make copies of a document she and the Naples
Republican were discussing. Turns out the ‘clerk’ was House Majority Leader Marco Rubio, a West Miami Republican now in

his third year in the Legislature. Rubio, who admittedly looks younger than his 31 years, said he took no offense. ‘I was more
than happy to make them,’ Rubio said. He added he has only the highest respect for the lieutenant governor, saying her
legislative experience is serving the governor well. As for Jennings? ‘They were the best copies we’ve ever had,’ she said.” [The
Tallahassee Democrat, 5/18/03]
Rubio’s Family Once Rented A Home To People Who Were Running A Dogfighting Ring. “A tip comes into Palm
Beach County’s animal cruelty unit that someone is operating a dogfight ring and keeping numerous dogs -- some injured -that are in pens and running on treadmills. Short of catching the organizer in the act of staging a dogfight, investigators are left
powerless despite evidence of a dogfight operation. That’s why Detective Cassie Kovacs of the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s
Office traveled to Tallahassee on Thursday to urge legislators on the House Public Safety and Crime Prevention Committee to
pass a bill that would strengthen laws against animal fighting and make it easier for prosecutors to press charges. The law as it
stands now impedes investigators while animal fight organizers are allowed to thrive in Florida, she said. Rep. Marco Rubio, RMiami, said his family once rented out their home only to discover the renters were running a dogfight from the back yard.
The renter was evicted. ‘It was a pretty gruesome operation,’ Rubio said. ‘I hope this will take a step in making a difference.’”
[Sun-Sentinel, 4/12/03]
Op-Ed: Rubio Served As Speaker Byrd’s “Partisan Pit Bull.” “As the speaker, Byrd has transformed the House
committee structure, taking a congressional model and giving 105 members (an unprecedented number) a seat on a budget
committee or subcommittee. Another of his first acts as speaker was to expand the inner circle of power, beefing up the
House majority office and installing a handful of leaders. House Majority Leader Marco Rubio, R-Miami, serves as Byrd’s
partisan pit bull, attacking Democratic and Senate opponents with abandon in sometimes poison-penned press releases. Rubio
acknowledges that Byrd’s personal cautious style grates in a high-pressure capital where well-heeled lobbyists and pressured
lawmakers want to cut deals quickly. ‘I don’t think he’s hard to read, but he takes time to make up his mind,’ Rubio said.
‘Everybody up here wants a quick answer, and I think that throws people off a little bit.’ [Jim Ash Palm Beach Post, 4/7/03]
Speaker Byrd Appointed Rubio As Majority Leader, Move Called “Notable.” “Ross is thought to be in line for possible
appointment as chairman of a select committee to study changes in workers compensation insurance laws, expected to be a
major issue of both House and Senate in the new session that will convene in March. One of Byrd’s more noticeable
appointments was that of Rep. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, as majority leader of the House. Rubio and Ross are among four
members of the House who plan to run for speaker of the House for the 2006-2008 term. Rep. Allan Bense, R-Panama City,
has already secured enough votes to become speaker in the 2004-2006 term following Byrd’s term. Ross said he does not
consider the Rubio appointment in any way an endorsement by the speaker of a potential House leader. ‘Marco was elected in
a special election, so he has an extra session on the rest of us running for the post. There are still quite a number of us running
for speaker in that term,’ Ross said.” [Ledger, 12/11/02]
Rubio Led A Protest To March Off The House Floor When Janet Reno Appeared. “Calling Janet Reno ‘the most
corrupt attorney general’ in U.S. history, Cuban-American members of the state House of Representatives walked out of the
chamber Thursday to protest the Democratic gubernatorial candidate’s campaign appearance. Reno, a former Dade County
prosecutor who became U.S. attorney general in the Clinton administration, sat in the House chamber for several minutes
before lawmakers began budget deliberations. Marco Rubio, R-Miami, said he and the other caucus members struggled to find
a protest that wouldn’t disrupt business on the floor. ‘I think we found a way to express [the] displeasure ... that this caucus
and our community has with this individual,’ Rubio said. Though the legislators who walked out are Republicans, Rubio said
the action wasn’t about campaign politics. ‘This is not about partisanship,’ Rubio said. ‘This is not just [about] the way that she
handled the case of Elian Gonzalez, but [the way] she went forward with her functions as attorney general ...’” [Sun-Sentinel,
12/7/01]
Rubio Ranked 11th In A House Ranking Of The 2001 Session. “A majority whip, Rubio was part of an inner circle of
Republicans setting the agenda in the House - not bad for an ambitious 29-year-old in his second year in office. A member of
the governor’s election reform task force, the Coral Gables attorney also helped negotiate a final deal on overhauling the
system. And though he didn’t sponsor any legislation to help fund a new Miami baseball stadium, Rubio worked behind the
scenes to keep the proposal alive. Rubio did pass legislation requiring HMOs to have a licensed doctor determine whether to
deny coverage. And he also passed a bill that will allow the city of Miami to keep $12.50 from every traffic ticket in the city to
upgrade its police radio system - a measure that angered Miami-Dade County, which now collects the fee.” [The Miami
Herald, 5/21/01]
Rubio Became A House Representative In February Of 2000. “Marco Rubio won election to that House seat, and he,
too, was sworn in Monday. His district covers Sweetwater, Westchester, South Miami and Pinecrest.” [Press Journal, 2/8/00]

Rubio Won Election To The Florida House in January Of 2000 With 72% Of The Vote. “In District 111, former West
Miami Commissioner Rubio defeated Democrat Anastasia Garcia, a 31-year-old attorney, in every area except Miami Springs.
Republicans hold a 54-31 advantage in the district. ‘I’m very satisfied and gratified that our work paid off and that many
people put their confidence in me to represent them,’ said Rubio amid booming background cheers at his victory party at La
Casona Restaurant in Southwest Dade. ‘I don’t think the voters rejected my opponent, I think they accepted my platform,”
said Rubio, who ran on improving early childhood education and reducing crime. ‘I congratulate Anastasia Garcia, she’s a
fantastic lady and a class act.’” [The Miami Herald, 1/26/00]
In His First Election For The Florida House, Rubio Won The Primary With 51.2%; Results Were Contested By
Opponent. “Three days after West Miami Commissioner Marco Rubio won the GOP nomination in House District 111
runoff, defeating former Channel 51 reporter Angel Zayon, the losing candidate challenged the votes. On Friday, in a public
meeting with the Canvassing Board, which makes recount decisions in all Miami-Dade County elections, Zayon asked for an
official recount of the votes. The Canvassing Board consists of Miami-Dade County Elections Supervisor David Leahy,
Miami-Dade County Judge Lawrence King and Miami-Dade Commissioner Gwen Margolis. He based his recount request on
39 votes which were cast but not credited to either candidate. ‘You never have the number of votes equaling the number of
ballots,’ he said. ‘Sometimes the ballots are invalid; you have people who punched holes for neither of the candidates, some
people who over-voted - they pick both - and some people who submit more than one ballot.’ Zayon also alleged that
computer errors occurred in two precincts and ended up delivering the majority of the votes to Rubio. He said some ballots
deemed invalid were valid and meant for him. Rubio, 28, won 51.2 percent of the vote, while Zayon, 31, secured 48.8 percent,
a difference of 64 votes. Voter turnout was 13 percent - even smaller than the primary total, which was 14 percent. The
Canvassing Board denied Zayon’s request for a recount of all the ballots on the basis that computer equipment used to
tabulate the votes were not in error. [The Miami Herald, 1/16/00]Rubio Won Securd His Place In The Primary By Winning A
Four Way Primary. “In the first election in which Angel Zayon ever voted, the former Channel 51 reporter secured a place in a
Jan. 11 runoff with West Miami Commissioner Marco Rubio for the Republican candidacy in House District 111. In a race
that saw a 14 percent voter turnout, Zayon, 32, won 37.5 percent of the vote, followed by Rubio, 28, with 35.8 percent, a
difference of a mere 45 votes. Rubio said he was satisfied with the results - for now. ‘I’m pleased with the results of this race. I
ran against someone with a lot of name recognition and was able to accomplish a lot in a short amount of time. I’m excited to
participate in the runoff where the hardcore Republicans will focus on what we stand for, our political experience and our past
work.’” Rubio led in the fund-raising competition, with $70,455 to Zayon’s $23,000.” [The Miami Herald, 12/15/99]
Rubio Was A Member Of The Board Of Trustees At The United Way Of Miami-Dade. “Marco Rubio has been named
to the board of trustees of United Way of Miami-Dade. He is a lawyer in the Miami office of Ruden, McClosky, Smith,
Schuster & Russell.” [The Miami Herald, 8/2/99]
Rubio’s First Race At The Age Of 26, He Was Elected To The West Miami City Commission. “Two young men who
grew up in West Miami, played in the city parks as boys and are planning on raising their own families in their hometown were
elected Tuesday as city officials -- one for the first time, the other for his second term. Enrique Gonzalez, 30, and Marco
Rubio, 26, won the two open commission seats in a landslide. They received 745 and 744 votes, respectively, out of 1,055
votes cast. Rubio, who worked on Bob Dole’s presidential campaign in 1996, was also very happy. ‘I’m so glad I was able to
connect with voters and city I love so much,’ said Rubio, who has never before held a public office. ‘I’ll start working on a
program to improve community policing and on getting more grant money,’ Rubio said.” [The Miami Herald, 4/16/98]
Rubio’s Biography For West Miami Commissioner Showed That He Was Attorney And On The Board Of Director
Of The Republican National Hispanic Assembly. “MARCO RUBIO Personal: Age 26; single, engaged to be married in
October. Education: Bachelor’s degree in political science, University of Florida in Gainesville; law degree, University of
Miami. Political/professional: Executive director of Dole-for-President campaign in Miami-Dade and Monroe counties, 1996;
Congressional internship with Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, 1991; on board of directors of the Republican National Hispanic
Assembly; Attorney with Tew, Cardenas, Rebak, Kellog, Lehman, DeMaria and Tague in Miami since November 1996.
Primary issues: Enhancing community policing, support more senior programs. Quote: ‘I’d like our officers to be closer to the
people like they used to be years ago. I want our police to know everyone, from the guy in the corner whose dogs bark a lot to
the woman whose car screeched. I want them all to personally know every single person who lives in West Miami.’” [The
Miami Herald, 4/5/98]

Birther Controversy
Op-Ed: Rubio Became A Target For Birthers. Dana Milbank wrote, “The people who brought you the Barack Obama
birth-certificate hullabaloo now have a new target: Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida, a man many people think could be the
Republican vice presidential nominee. While they’re at it, they also have Bobby Jindal, the Republican governor of Louisiana
and perhaps a future presidential candidate, in their sights. Each man, the birthers say, is ineligible to be president because he
runs afoul of the constitutional requirement that a president must be a ‘natural-born citizen’ of the United States. Rubio’s
parents were Cuban nationals at the time of his birth, and Jindal’s parents were citizens of India. ‘Sen. Marco Rubio is not a
natural-born citizen of the United States to constitutional standards,’ Kerchner writes in his blog. ‘He was born a dual citizen
of both Cuba and the USA. He is thus not eligible to serve as the president or vice president.’ A few months ago, Kerchner
used the same logic to proclaim that ‘Jindal is NOT a natural-born citizen of the United States. His parents were not U.S.
citizens when he was born.’ The absurd accusations of the birthers by themselves won’t stop Rubio from becoming president.
There are far more serious impediments in their way — most recently a devastating report by The Washington Post’s Manuel
Roig-Franzia proving false the central narrative of Rubio’s political rise — that he is the son of exiles who fled Cuba under
Castro. In fact, his parents left the island, apparently for economic reasons, two and a half years before Castro came to
power.” [Dana Milbank, The Washington Post via The Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, 10/27/11]
Birthers Believe That Rubio Was Not Eligible To Be President Because He Was Not A “Natural Born Citizen.”
According to the St. Petersburg Times, “Unable to prevent Barack Obama from becoming president, rigid followers of the
Constitution have turned their attention to another young, charismatic politician many think could one day occupy the White
House. The birthers are calling for U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, the budding Republican star from Florida. Forget about allegedly
Photoshopped birth certificates; the activists are not challenging whether Rubio was born in Miami. Rather, they say Rubio is
ineligible under Article 2 of the Constitution, which says ‘no person except a natural born citizen … shall be eligible to the
Office of President.’ The rub is that ‘natural born citizen’ was never defined. “Marco Rubio was born a Cuban citizen via his
parents,” screams a headline on a blog by birther Charles Kerchner, who obtained copies of the naturalization petitions by
Rubio’s parents in May, igniting talk that is spreading across the Internet. Kerchner said Rubio is no different from Obama,
who even if he was born in Hawaii (which he doubts) was not born to two U.S. citizens. Obama’s father was a Kenyan
national. The birthers say Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal, whose parents are from India and were not citizens at the time of his
birth, is also unqualified. Kerchner said he decided to check out Rubio after hearing so much buzz about him as a vice
presidential candidate. He said he contacted Rubio’s office to inquire about his citizenship status at birth and was given the
brush off. So Kerchner got in touch with the National Archives in Atlanta, which had the naturalization petitions for Rubio’s
father, Mario, and mother, Oriales. The documents, independently obtained by the St. Petersburg Times on Wednesday, show
they sought and were given citizenship in 1975. [St. Petersburg Times, 10/20/11]
Rubio Staffers Met With Birther Orly Taitz; Staffers Says They Disagreed With Her. Known birther Orly Taitz visited
Rubio’s offices, even though birther rumors about him have started. The “California lawyer/dentist Orly Taitz, whose theories
about Barack Obama’s birth are rather loopy even by the standards of the fever swamps, got meetings with aides to Steve
King, Allen West, Jim Inhofe and -- perhaps more surprisingly -- Marco Rubio. Taitz suggested that Rubio’s aides, in
particular, were sympathetic to her views. A Rubio aide, however, says that’s not so: ‘Senate staff regularly meet with a wide
range of people, including people we disagree with as was the case here,’ the aide writes.” [Politico, 9/26/11]
Rubio Faced “Birther” Questions On Whether He Was A “Natrual Born” Citizen. Rubio has recently faced this issue:
“Does he pass the litmus test of “natural born citizen?” It has become a new talking point of the ‘birthers,’ both left and right,
and it’s sparking debate among scholars and experts of the United States Constitution. The issue is while Rubio was born in
Miami, his Cuban-born parents were not American citizens at the time of his birth in 1971. That made him a dual citizen.’ ‘On
the facts given, he’s a natural-born citizen who’s qualified to serve as president,’ wrote Ohio State University’s Moritz College
of Law professor Daniel Takaji in a Friday email. ‘There’s no serious question because he was born in the USA. Any contrary
argument is birther-like silliness. His parents’ immigration status is irrelevant to his U.S. citizenship under the 14th
(Amendment).’” [The News-Press, 9/20/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio Would Face “Birther” Questions As Well. “Unlike Barack Obama, Rubio doesn’t have a mysterious past
filled with unanswered questions. He has also been consistent in preaching the gospel of capitalism, entrepreneurship, low
taxes, less regulation, less borrowing and the greatness of the American way of life. In other words, Rubio has never even so
much as implied that he wants to fundamentally change America. If anything, his words indicate that he favors returning the
United States to its founding roots. Whether or not Rubio is eligible to be president of the United States gets down to a
constitutional interpretation, which is always a tricky issue. The problem is that the Constitution does not define the term

‘natural-born citizen.’ Though both Bobby Jindal’s and Marco Rubio’s parents were legal residents of the United States at the
time of their sons’ births, none of them became citizens until after their sons were born. All this reminds me again why I
believe the Constitution needs to be redrafted, for clarification purposes only, by constitutional scholars, preferably strictconstructionist constitutional scholars. Among the items that need clarification are the general-welfare clause (Article I,
Section 8, not to mention the use of the term ‘general welfare’ in the Preamble to the Constitution), the Second Amendment
(needs an “and” before ‘the right of the people to keep and bear arms’), and the 14th Amendment (clarifying that it was
intended to cover the children of former slaves, not illegal immigrants). Realistically, however, this isn’t going to happen any
time soon, and, if it did, I would be concerned about who would be doing the redrafting.” [World Net Daily Robert Ringer,
9/7/11]
Reuters: Rubio’s Financial Issues Could Preclude Him From The VP Ticket. According to Reuters, “Despite his
reputation as a watchdog over federal spending, Rubio, 40, has had significant financial problems that could keep him from
passing any vetting process as a potential vice presidential choice, Republican and Democratic strategists say. In some ways,
the story of Rubio’s finances is similar to those of hundreds of thousands of his constituents in a state where more than 40
percent of homeowners are ‘underwater,’ owing more on their homes than the homes are worth. It is a crisis driven by falling
property values and ill-advised home equity loans that drove up homeowners’ debts. Rubio owes far more on his $384,000
Miami home than it is worth, and at times has had difficulty paying his mortgage. He bought the home in 2005 for $550,000
with a $495,000 mortgage. He soon had it appraised for $735,000 and took out a home equity line of credit for $135,000. In
2008, despite earning a declared $400,000 - including his $300,000 salary from the Miami law firm Broad and Cassel - Rubio
failed to pay down the principal on his home for several months, according to Florida campaign finance disclosures.” [Reuters,
1/26/12]


Daily Caller: The Reuters Article Has Seven Errors Or Exaggerations Discrepancies Regarding Rubio.
According to Matt Lewis of the Daily Caller, the following were errors or exaggerations regarding Reuters story on Rubio.
“1. ‘Rubio also voted against Sonia Sotomayor, Obama’s Supreme Court nominee who is of Puerto Rican descent…’
(Rubio wasn’t even in the senate then.) 2. ‘He soon had [his house] appraised for $735,000 and took out a second
mortgage for $135,000.” (Rubio did not take out a second mortgage. He took out a home equity line, which is a line of
credit secured by the value of the home.) 3. ‘In 2008, despite earning a declared $400,000 – including his $300,000 salary
from the Miami law firm Broad and Cassel – Rubio failed to make a payment on his home for several months’ (Rubio
never failed to make payments on his mortgage on his home. He did miss a payment on a second house that he co-owns
in Tallahassee because of miscommunication with the bank and the other owner; but it was remedied immediately and was
not caused by any financial problems.) 4. ‘During the same period he did not make payments on a $100,000-plus student
loan from his days at the University of Miami, the disclosures said.’ (As far as I can tell, this is simply untrue. He has never
missed a payment on his student loans.) 5. ‘He frequently had used his party credit card for personal use, and later
reimbursed the party for about $16,000.’ (Rubio paid American Express directly. The party never paid any expenses, and
therefore there was no need to reimburse them.) 6.’”Before joining the Senate last year, he was caught up in an Internal
Revenue Service investigation of the Florida Republican Party’s use of party-issued credit cards.’ (Rubio’s office tells me
they have never been contacted about an IRS investigation.) 7. ‘Rubio owes far more on his $384,000 Miami home than it
is worth, and at times has had difficulty paying his mortgage’ (Senator Rubio has never missed a payment on his Miami
home.)” [Matt Lewis, Daily Caller via Business Insider, 1/26/12]

Rubio’s Personality/Rhetoric/Elections
Rubio Revealed He Was Colorblind. “The Florida Republican and center of the veepstakes buzz revealed to ITK Tuesday
that he’s one of the roughly 8 percent of men who have color vision deficiency, or what’s commonly referred to as
colorblindness. The optical bombshell came after we asked the junior senator about what he thinks of Orlando being named
the fourth-worst-dressed city in the United States. Rubio didn’t bite at that one, other than saying that ‘it depends on who’s
judging. Some of the stuff on the runways in New York is hideous and yet it’s supposed to be high fashion.’ Pressed on his
own fashion sense, Rubio explained that it’s hard for him to evaluate the latest styles, adding, ‘I’m colorblind.’” [The Hill,
Washington Scene, 6/6/12]
Rubio Criticized The Obama Administration For Cooperating With A Hollywood Moviemaker On A Film About the
Bin Laden Raid. According to BusinessWeek, “U.S. Senator Marco Rubio criticized the Obama administration for
cooperating with a Hollywood moviemaker on a film about the top-secret Navy unit that killed Osama bin Laden, warning
such actions could “impact the ability to carry out similar operations in the future.’ It was ‘wrong’ and ‘part of a troubling

trend of chest- thumping’ on the part of the administration, Rubio said in an interview on Bloomberg Television’s ‘Political
Capital with Al Hunt,’ airing this weekend. The 40-year-old Florida Republican sits on the Senate Intelligence Committee.”
[Bloomberg BusinessWeek, 5/25/12]
Rubio Lamented Divisive Politics And Believed Obama Did Not Deliver On His Promise Of “Hope.” According to
ABC News, “Speaking before a crowd of Latino business leaders, Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla. lamented the state of politics,
accusing politicians of fostering a culture of partisanship and campaigning on a message of division. Without mentioning
President Obama by name, Rubio swiped at the president for failing to deliver on his promise of ‘hope’ that both sides of the
aisle craved. ‘The one that’s troubled me the most is this deliberate division of the American people against each other. Last
three and a half years after our elections, irrespective of how you felt about how they turned out, we all had hope that this
nation would embark at a new moment, where somehow we would rise above the petty politics of the moment and have a real
honest societal wide conversation about what kind of country we want to be, what kind of role we want to play in the world,
and what kind of role we want our government to play in our lives. Well any hope of that is now gone,’ Rubio said during his
keynote address at the Latino Coalition’s Small Business Summit in Washington, D.C. Wednesday afternoon. ‘What you have
today is nothing less than a whole sale effort to pit one group of Americans against each other on issue after issue.’” [ABC
News, The Note, 5/23/12]
On The Senate Floor, Rubio Discussed Several Challenges the United States Faced; Criticized Obama. Rubio on
Obama, “But for the first years of his Presidency, at least one of the first 2 years, he had 60 votes in the Senate which I quickly
learned is the way everything seems to happen around here, by 60 votes. He had a majority in the House. He could have
anything he wanted, and he said: This is what I want. This is what the President said: He wanted a stimulus package, and he
got it. He wanted his health care package, and he got it. He wanted financial services reform, and he got it. So what happened?
Let’s look at the numbers. He became President, bad economy, got everything he wanted. What has happened since? Now
there are 13.3 million people unemployed, gas is now at $3.27 a gallon on average, the debt is now up to $15 trillion, and
people in poverty--39 million when he took office, 46 million people now. Put aside the partisan rhetoric for a moment--just
the numbers. He became President, got everything he wanted, and everything got worse. Those are the facts. Is that because
he is a bad person? Of course not. It is ridiculous. It is because his view of government and politics is wrong and those who
share it are wrong. They are not un-American, they are not bad people, but the proof is it doesn’t work. It has not worked
anywhere else in the world to approach it this way, and it is not going to work here. I hope in this new year we will reverse
course on these things and instead embrace and take up that which does work in America.” [Marco Rubio CR 99, 12/16/11]
Rubio Gave His Third And Last Speech In A Series Of Speeches Given That Outlined His “Vision For America.”
Has Rubio been “Acting presidential? Vice-presidential? The aforementioned Sen. Marco Rubio has maintained a thoughtful,
strategic media presence since he took office. Nothing willy-nilly. Building gravitas. The Florida Republican continually has
prompted GOP watchers to wonder about his role in the election, and the value of his endorsement if he ultimately declines
‘Romney/Rubio 2012.’ On Tuesday, Mr. Rubio delivers what his handlers deem ‘a major foreign policy speech’ at the Jesse
Helms Center in Wingate, N.C. The title? It’s ‘America’s Role in the World.’ The lawmaker is not thinking small here. ‘This
will be the third and last of a series of three major speeches by Senator Rubio outlining his vision of America. The first was his
maiden Senate floor speech in June, and the second was last month’s speech at Ronald Reagan Presidential Library on ‘The
Role of Government in America,’ Mr. Rubio’s office advises. [The Washington Times, 9/11/11]
Video: Rubio Contrasted Two ‘Different Visions Of America.’ Rubio: “‘Another group believes that, in fact, our revenues
should come not from more taxes but from more taxpayers. That what we need are more people being employed, more
businesses being created. They’ll pursue tax reform, they’ll pursue regulatory reform, but ultimately we look for more revenue
for government from economic growth, not from growth in taxes. We believe that the private sector creates these jobs, not
government and not politicians. Jobs in America are created when everyday people from all walks of life start a business or
expand an existing business… ‘These are two very different visions of America and two very different types of solution’” [Real
Clear Politics, 8/3/11]
Rubio’s Maiden Floor Speech, Entitled The “American Century” Used Soaring Rhetoric. Rubio’s first speech on the
floor discussed the challenges and expectations the United States faces. Rubio, “Yes, there are new nations emerging with
prosperity and influence. That is what we always wanted. America never wanted to be the only shining city on the hill. We
wanted our example to inspire the people of the Earth to build one of their own. You see, these nations, these new emerging
nations, these new shining cities, we hope they will join us. But they can never replace us because their light is but a reflection
of our own. It is the light of an American century that now spreads throughout the Earth, a world that still needs America, a
world that still needs our light, a world that needs a new American century. I pray that, with God’s help, that will be our legacy
to our children and to the world.” [Marco Rubio CR 98, 6/14/11]

Rubio Wanted To Keep A Low Profile Following His Election To The Senate. “As Marco Rubio arrives in Washington
in the coming week for Senate meetings and orientation, the hype is almost deafening. The handsome, 39-year-old Florida
senator-elect has graced the covers of National Review, The Weekly Standard, Time and The New York Times Magazine. He’s
been called ‘the Great Right Hope’ and ‘the Republican Obama.’ Sen. Jim DeMint, Rubio’s key early ally, recently predicted
he’d be president within five years. Rubio’s Wikipedia page already has a ‘Presidential Election 2012’ section. No Republican in
memory has come to Washington with such fanfare. And none has had so much riding on a successful Capitol Hill rollout.
Once he left the country, it didn’t get any easier. Nearly 300 media outlets from around the world had attended his election
night party, according to The Miami Herald, so naturally the Israeli media wanted a piece of the GOP’s rising star when he
arrived. American networks begged to do satellite interviews via their Israeli bureaus. Rubio’s people turned them all down.
The recent precedents for this kind of Senate stardom are both Democrats: Clinton and Barack Obama. Considering their
trajectory, their examples don’t lend much credence to Rubio’s advisers’ insistence that he wants nothing more than to be the
best possible representative for Floridians of all persuasions, then return to his beloved home to live under the laws he’s made.
‘The best strategy, which is epitomized in Hillary Clinton, is just demonstrate that you’re a workhorse, not a show horse,’ said
Delaware Sen. Ted Kaufman, a longtime Senate aide before his appointment to the seat vacated by Vice President Joe Biden.
‘Looking back over the senators who have come in with higher profiles, just about all of them have taken that approach.’”
[Politico, 11/14/10]
A Profile Pieced Highlighted How Rubio Was Being Urged To Quit His Bid And Run For Attorney General. “In the
darkest days of Marco Rubio’s quixotic campaign for U.S. Senate, it only made sense that some of Rubio’s closest friends were
practically begging him to drop out. Here was a strong, young Republican candidate about to throw his future away by taking
on Charlie Crist, the state’s most popular politician. The governor was outraising Rubio nearly 13 to 1, leading polls by 30
points, and more and more Rubio allies, GOP fundraisers and strategists were talking about him pulling the plug on the Senate
race and running for attorney general instead. His inner circle, torn on whether he should quit, insisted Rubio remain focused;
he could pull off a phenomenal upset but only with an unconventional strategy. ‘You do not want to hear this,’ senior advisers
Heath Thompson, Malorie Miller and Todd Harris wrote in a July 2009 memo to their client. “The communications strategy
for our campaign from now until we go on the air can be summed up in seven words: This race is not about Marco Rubio. ...
Like it or not, this campaign is a referendum on Charlie Crist. Period. If August of 2010 comes around and voters think
Charlie Crist is a nice guy and his positions are tolerable, he’s going to win.’ On Election Day, 16 months later, Rubio beat
Crist by 20 points and media outlets from across the globe came to the grand Biltmore Hotel to record the ascension of a 39year-old wunderkind already being talked about as a presidential candidate for 2016 - or even 2012. Amid all the hype, it’s easy
to overlook the odds, and risk, Rubio overcame to get here. It’s easy to forget that once upon a time, Rubio was driving his
Ford F-150 to every crowd of 15 people he could find in Florida and returning to his West Miami cul-de-sac past midnight day
after 16-hour day.” [St. Petersburg Times, 11/14/10]


In January 2009, Rubio Said That Charlie Crist “Everyone On The Republican Side That’s Talking About
Running Would Step Aside And Acknowledge That Charlie Crist Would Be The Best Candidate.” “U.S. Sen. Mel
Martinez announced in November 2008 that he would not seek a second term, and Rubio quickly made it clear he might
run. But first he had to wait for the presumably unbeatable Jeb Bush to rule it out. And when Crist surfaced as a
contender, Rubio initially deferred to the seemingly invincible governor. ‘Everyone on the Republican side that’s talking
about running would step aside and acknowledge that Charlie Crist would be the best candidate,’ he told the St.
Petersburg Times in January 2009. By that point, though, the former House speaker was already assembling a campaign
team.” [St. Petersburg Times, 11/14/10]



In An Email To Staff Rubio’s Annoucement, He Said “Let’s Go Kill The Emperor” In Reference To Crist.
“Rubio formally announced his long-shot candidacy on May 5, 2009, and Crist announced a week later. The Rubio team
had already prepared a Web video, Let the Debate Begin,featuring a murky image spinning on the screen and a somber
narrator’s voice: ‘An election coming into focus. A choice for Florida’s future. Some politicians support trillions in reckless
spending, borrowed money from China and the Middle East, mountains of debt for our children, and a terrible threat to a
fragile economy. Today, too many politicians embrace Washington’s same old broken ways. (Cue image of Crist
embracing Obama.) But this time, there is a leader who won’t. Let the debate begin.’ ‘Marco2010’ flashes on the screen.
When Rubio first saw the spot, he sent his consultants an e-mail later shared with the Weekly Standard: ‘Man, let me tell
you guys something. I just ran this on my computer and three things happened. 1. I got chills. 2. My wife and children
painted themselves up in blue face like Braveheart. 3. I went to the closet and got out my costume from Gladiator and I
could hear the crowd chant: ‘Maximus! Maximus!’ Let’s go kill the emperor! I love it.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 11/14/10]



Rubio’s Strategy In The Senate Race Was To Garner National Attention As A Rising Conservative Star So He
Could Sell Himself To Florida Small Donors. “The only chance was to show primary voters that Rubio was the lone
Republican who would stand against Obama. The strategy called for getting the gifted speaker in front of as many GOP
voters as possible and grabbing a ton of free publicity. The Florida press, they assumed, would be a harder sell than
national conservative media outlets. For one thing, Rubio’s team viewed much of the Florida press as in the tank for Crist,
the governor with sky-high approval ratings. For another, national media outlets saw Rubio as a fresh face, while Florida
reporters knew him as a deal-cutting legislative leader with a penchant for grandiose rhetoric. Conservative media such as
the National Journal, Weekly Standard, Human Events and RedState.com were disgusted by Crist’s moderation and
emphasis on bipartisanship. The Rubio campaign cultivated that media relentlessly and they quickly embraced him as a
conservative star, selling him to small donors across the country. ‘In many ways it will be easier to sell the idea of Marco as
a credible Senate candidate outside of Florida first, and use the credibility and money we receive from across the nation to
then promote that message inside of Florida,” said one internal campaign memo.” [St. Petersburg Times, 11/14/10]

Rubio Received 55% Of The Hispanic Vote In His 2010 Bid For Senate. “Republican Marco Rubio, who is CubanAmerican, got 55 percent of the Hispanic vote in the U.S. Senate race, compared to no-party Charlie Crist with 23 percent and
Democrat Kendrick Meek with 21 percent. Republican Rick Scott got 50 percent of the Hispanic vote in the governor’s race,
while Democrat Alex Sink got 48 percent. Note that both Rubio and Scott dismissed as ‘amnesty’ the 2006 legislation in
Congress that would have allowed undocumented workers to earn citizenship. Rubio came out against the so-called ‘Dream
Act,’ which would allow their kids to become citizens if they attend college or serve in the military, while Scott vowed to bring
an Arizona-style crackdown on illegal immigration to Florida.” [Miami Herald Naked Politics, 11/9/10]
Rubio’s Campaign Was On The Top Ten Of 2010. “Every campaign victory is different in its own way, with some
resulting from weak or undisciplined opposition and others stemming from near-flawless execution of a smart plan. Yet, in an
election year like the one that just ended, even the best-executed campaigns can be overwhelmed by political forces that are
beyond their control. So in an attempt to determine the top statewide campaigns of 2010, POLITICO examined not just the
winners but also the losers, and came up with a list of 10 great ones, based on degree of difficulty, beating the odds or
overcoming fierce opposition or prevailing winds. Marco Rubio (Florida, U.S. Senate) It’s easy to forget now, but this former
Florida state lawmaker and son of Cuban exiles was once a no-name, 35-point underdog to an incredibly popular and polished
governor. With strong backing from national Republicans, Gov. Charlie Crist was smashing fundraising records and on his
way to national stardom by capturing the state’s open Senate seat. But that was 2009. Rubio would become one of the first
candidates to harness the energy of the burgeoning tea party movement, and a patient approach and a disciplined message
ultimately propelled him to frontrunner status. In the end, he beat Crist twice - first driving him out of the primary in April
2010, and then clobbering him by 19 points on Tuesday.” [Politico, 11/9/10]
After His Election, Rubio Declared That He Was Not “Rouge Senator.” “When a French TV station set out to
understand the American phenomenon known as the tea party, it sent a reporter overseas to Florida, down a dusty country
road, past a bug-swarmed pond, and into a Pasco County pasture filled with people waving American flags. It was Oct. 30,
three days before Election Day. The crowd had come to Hallelujah Acres Ranch to hear Republican Senate nominee Marco
Rubio, frequently hailed -- and claimed -- as one of the tea party’s biggest success stories. But the typically unflappable
candidate seemed uncomfortable with the French reporter’s questions about his tea party ties, as he did when an admirer asked
him to autograph a tea party banner. Rubio has already made it clear that he will not be a rogue senator. One day after the
election, he declared his support for the GOP establishment when he said he looked forward to serving under Senate
Republican leader Mitch McConnell. He did not mention Sen. Jim DeMint of South Carolina, viewed as the more ideologically
pure conservative and alternative power center, who championed Rubio’s campaign early on. Two days later, McConnell
tapped Rubio to deliver the weekly GOP address. Rubio, 39, struck a pragmatic tone at the post-election news conference in
Miami, saying Republicans and Democrats have to work together to tackle big, immediate problems like the national debt and
the war in Afghanistan. He did not lob salvos at President Barack Obama, as he usually does, and said he would reach out to
Florida’s Democratic Sen. Bill Nelson. Rubio has long been an insider, involved in Republican Party politics since college, a
state legislator who became speaker of the House at age 35, and the scion of former Gov. Jeb Bush. He’s perhaps the nation’s
most successful candidate at bridging the gap between the conservative establishment and the grass roots.” [Bradenton Herald,
11/8/10]
Op-Ed: During The 2010 Campaign, Rubio Unveiled Several “Simple Ways” Position Papers. “The pride of the
Cuban-American community crystallized for me with this text I received at 5:37 a.m. on Oct. 24 from a cubanita friend in
Orlando: ‘On my way to the debate. Remember, people in Cuba can’t do this” ‘This’ would be to vote in elections offering
true choices -- not a slate of candidates from one dictatorial party with the mantra, ‘Within socialism, everything; outside it,
nothing’ as has been the case for a half century in Cuba’s pretend elections. My friend was driving to a U.S. Senate debate that

Sunday dawn, and her candidate, of course, was Marco Rubio, the 39-year-old father of four from West Miami who started a
long-shot campaign against a popular governor with a simple message: Let’s live within our means. ‘23 Simple Ways to create
jobs . . . 10 Simple Ways to lower healthcare costs . . . 12 Simple Ways to cut spending . . . 10 Simple Ways to preserve
America’s commitment to our veterans . . . Seven Simple Ways to protect seniors . . . Six Simple Ways to help agriculture . . .
12 Simple Ways to improve education.’ Those are among the position papers Rubio’s campaign released. Nothing is that
simple, but voters were begging for clarity in this mother of all recessions.” [Myriam Marquez The Miami Herald, 11/7/10]
Rubio Won The 2010 Senate Race With 49% Of The Vote Compared To Crist’s 29% And Meek’s 20%. “Former
Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio won easily Tuesday, defeating Gov. Charlie Crist, who quit their Republican Party to run
against him, and dashing Democrat Kendrick Meek’s ambitions. Rubio claimed victory under the stars at the posh Biltmore
Hotel in Coral Gables, hailing GOP gains in the national elections as ‘a second chance for Republicans.’ Rubio, 39, who lives
in West Miami, took the Senate seat vacated by fellow Cu-ban-American Republican Mel Martinez of Orlando in August 2009,
and since occupied by former Crist confidant George LeMieux. ‘I will always be the son of exiles,’ Rubio said in a victory
speech, after a warm-up introduction by former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush. Rubio’s landslide, in a sunny, rain-free midterm
election, was fueled by a tea party rebellion that forced Crist to stake out a spoiler’s centrist position in the three-way race that
was closely watched across the nation. ‘He’s a fiscal conservative. He is someone who isn’t bending in his beliefs,’ said Rubio
supporter Cory DiGeronimo, 36, at Aventura’s Government Center voting station. ‘He’s definitely not wishy washy.’
Tuesday’s election was widely understood nationally to be a referendum on the Obama administration and DiGeronimo, a
physician, said he voted across-the-board Republican. ‘Obama’s plan for healthcare is an absolute disaster,’ he said. ‘It’s over
4,000 pages and it does nothing to lower costs or make things more efficient.’ The Senate race showed Rubio pulling 49
percent of the vote to Crist’s 29 percent and Meek’s 20, with 93 percent of Florida’s precincts counted.” [The Miami Herald,
11/3/10]
According To Exit Polls, Rubio Won 52% Of Whites And 54% Of Latinos In His Senate Bid. “In Florida, a state
Obama won with 51 percent in 2008, the Republicans found a new star, Marco Rubio, who NBC News projected as the
winner of the Senate race. Rubio defeated Republican-turned-independent Gov. Charlie Crist and Democrat Rep. Kendrick
Meek. Rubio’s appeal was equally as strong to white voters as to Latinos: he won 52 percent of whites and 54 percent of
Latinos. The balloting showed a sharp divide between black and Latino voters. Exit poll data indicated that 78 percent of black
voters favored Meek - who would have been the first African-American senator in Florida history - while only 24 percent of
Latino voters backed him. The Florida electorate was even more skewed to older voters than the nation as a whole: 35 percent
of Sunshine State voters were age 65 and older - and Rubio won a plurality of them. On an issue of acute concern to older
people on Medicare, a plurality of Floridians - 43 percent - said Congress ought to repeal the health care overhaul which
Obama signed into law in March. The law will reduce Medicare spending by more than $400 billion over the next ten years,
according to the Congressional Budget Office. Only 19 percent of Florida voters said Congress should leave the law as it is,
while 31 percent said it ought to be expanded. Of those who favored repeal, more than 80 percent voted for Rubio.”
[MSNBC.com, 11/3/10]
David Keene Op-Ed: Rubio Was Seen As Politically Dangerous To Democrats. “Marco Rubio really scares
Democrats... and not just in Florida. At first Democrats hoped that Florida’s Republican Governor would beat the young
upstart in the GOP Senate primary so they wouldn’t have to deal with him, but began to get nervous when he literally forced
Charlie Crist out of the GOP. Early summer polls, however, encouraged them to believe Crist might just win a three-way race
or split the GOP vote to allow the Democratic nominee to win. By mid-summer it was becoming clear that this wasn’t
happening. A few Democratic professionals hinted at the reasons for taking such a risk. They are afraid of Marco Rubio. He is
not just a conservative, but one of the most articulate and persuasive conservatives of his generation. He ran a virtually
flawless campaign against tremendous odds and has a life story as dramatic as Obama’s which he relates as fluently and
convincingly as a young Reagan. These are the qualities that have made him such a hero to conservatives in Florida and
around the country, but Democrats fear Rubio for another and to them far more important reason. It’s bad enough that the
man is both a conservative and one of the most articulate candidates of either party to face America’s voters this fall. What
they saw as far worse, however, was that if Rubio won, he might well become not just a GOP super star, but a conservative
Republican Hispanic superstar with the talent to severely cripple the Democratic stranglehold on a crucial Democratic voting
bloc. They were right, of course, but Marco Rubio won on Tuesday and their worst nightmare could come true sooner than
they imagined.” [Human Events Online, 11/2/10]
232 Media Outlets From Around The World Attended Rubio’s Senate Victory Party. “Perhaps the most sought-after
press credential in the country on Nov. 2: Republican Senate frontrunner Marco Rubio’s party at the Biltmore Hotel in Coral
Gables. As of yesterday, the campaign had received requests from 232 media outlets. That includes 35 television cameras (of
which 17 are from Florida) , network crews from NBC, ABC, FOX, CNN, the BBC, NPR, Univision and Al Arabiya, and 75

members of the foreign press -- radio reporters from the Czech Republic, West Africa, China; TV crews from The Congo,
Columbia, Japan, France, Spain; and print reporters from Germany, New Zealand, Argentina and the UK.” [The Miami
Herald Naked Politics, 11/1/10]
Rubio’s Ad, “A Generational Choice” Only Included One Fact And Was Full Of Rhetoric. “Rubio - who is ahead in all
the polls and has aired at least six TV spots - has been able to deliver messages high on hope, but thin on concrete proposals.
To someone who checks facts, they stand out in that they lack facts. Rubio’s latest spot, a two-minute advertisement called ‘A
Generational Choice,’ is full of well-crafted rhetoric, a generic message of change and, by our count, one fact. The United
States has ‘trillions in foreign debt,’ he says. He’s right of course. But it’s hardly a statement anyone would contend. It helps
that Rubio has friends like the conservative group Americans for Tax Reform and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, who have
been attacking Crist on Rubio’s behalf.” [Naples Daily News, 10/31/10]
Rubio Used His Children In One Of His Ads. “With just days to go before the election, here come the kids. Florida Senate
candidate Marco Rubio’s children think their dad is a great guy. In Colorado, Sen. Michael Bennet’s daughters are so enthused
they’re hitting the phones to support their dad. Candidates who have spent months and millions of dollars slugging it out are
replacing attacks ads with gauzy images designed to leave voters with a warm and fuzzy feeling. And what better way to do
that than with children? It’s called ending positive, a political tactic practically as old as campaign advertising itself. ‘Any
negative ads launched late in campaigns are viewed as suspect by voters,’ said Mark McKinnon, an ad maker for former
President George W. Bush and Sen. John McCain. ‘So, the final chapter of campaigns is best served with positive messages
that give voters a rationale for your candidacy. And if can throw your kids into the equation, it helps eliminate some of the
stink your opponent has been laying on you for months.’ Across the country, candidates in both parties have found starring
roles for their offspring as supporting actors and verifiers of their family values. Rubio has spent more than a year swinging
hard at Charlie Crist, Florida’s Re-publican-turned-independent governor, portraying him as a flip-flopper who will say
anything to get elected. Now, though, Rubio’s campaign is working in a whimsical spot that features the candidate’s four
children playfully talking about Dad.” [The Associated Press, 10/28/10]
Rubio Appeared On The Cover Of Time Magazine During The 2010 Campaign; Rubio’s Campaign Was A Catalyst
To The Tea Party Events Of The 2010 Election. “Florida Governor Charlie Crist, reckoned something along the lines of: if
you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em. He appeared onstage with the new President on the eve of a congressional vote to spend nearly
$800 billion on economic stimulus and liberal initiatives. On that sunny Florida day, Crist heartily endorsed the bill. For good
measure, he gave Obama a hug. Another Florida Republican had a different idea. His name was Marco Rubio. He was the
baby-faced former speaker of the Florida legislature. Well-wired Floridians knew that Rubio was thinking about challenging
Crist for a seat in the U.S. Senate, and they also knew that this was quixotic because Crist had at least a 30-point lead in the
polls, plus friends and money and endorsements from powerful Republicans around the country. But Rubio saw an
opportunity in that hug. If one possible Republican strategy was to embrace the Democratic spending agenda, surely there was
a case to be made for opposing it. Rubio decided to “stand up to this Big Government agenda, not be co-opted by it,” and
three months after The Hug, tossed his hat into the ring. The date was May 5, 2009. Looking back, that was the day the 2010
election truly began -- not just the campaign for a Senate seat from Florida but the broad national campaign for control of
Congress and the direction of the country. Rubio’s decision to wage a philosophical battle for the soul of the Florida GOP was
a catalyst for the surprising and outrageous events that followed. He became a darling of the nascent Tea Party movement and
a point man in the movement’s purge of the GOP establishment. Rubio led the way for a dust-kicking herd of dark-horse
candidates -- some thoroughbreds, some nags. And most of all, Rubio symbolized the fact that this year’s midterms have
become a referendum on such fundamental issues as the role of government and the size of the public debt.” [Time Magazine
via Naked Politics Blog The Miami Herald, 10/28/10]
Rubio Believed Both Parties Were To Blame For The United States “Heading In The Wrong Direction.” “Rubio’s
brief speech was heavy on patriotism, with frequent statements about how he feels the country is heading in the wrong
direction. ‘Now let me be frank - both parties are to blame for this,” Rubio said. “But we have never seen anything like the last
18 months. The last 18 months ... has been policymaking that threatens to redefine America’s role in the world and the role of
government in our lives and in our economy. And if we do that, we will lose so many things that make America exceptional
and unique.’ He said one step toward ‘reclaiming America’ is removing U.S. Sen. Harry Reid as Senate majority leader and U.S.
Rep. Nancy Pelosi as speaker of the House.” [Pensacola News Journal, 10/28/10]
Rubio Received The Endorsement Of The Miami Herald, Tampa Tribune, Fort Myers News-Press, Florida TimesUnion, South Florida Sun Sentinel And The Orlando Sentinel. “The senate race was more closely divided, with
Republican Marco Rubio receiving six major paper endorsements: The Miami Herald, Tampa Tribune, Fort Myers NewsPress, Florida Times-Union, South Florida Sun-Sentinel and the Orlando Sentinel; independent Charlie Crist received five

recommendations: the St. Pete Times, Tallahassee Democrat, Florida Today, Sarasota Herald-Tribune and the Naples Daily
News. Meek got one, the Lakeland Ledger.” [St. Petersburg Times, 10/28/10]
Crist Said That If Rubio Went To Washington He Would Create More Gridlock. “Crist says Republican voters should
be able to see that Rubio is wrong for the party and the country because he’ll be a polarizing figure. ‘If Marco Rubio goes to
Washington, we’re going to get six more years of gridlock and finger-pointing and arguing,’ said Crist.” [Voice Of America
News, 10/28/10]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio’s Ideology Was Too Extreme. “Rubio called the federal stimulus a failure. He said
the economic recovery is weak because of the federal deficit, health care reform, regulation and uncertainty about whether the
Bush era tax cuts will expire. That makes Rubio popular with the tea party crowd and motivated Republican voters who have
made him the front-runner, but it is out of touch with reality. As Crist pointed out, the stimulus saved thousands of jobs in
Florida and helped avoid an even bigger meltdown. Meek correctly noted that the stimulus also contained billions in payroll
tax cuts and other relief that is rarely mentioned. And too little regulation of the mortgage industry and financial markets, not
too much, helped create the conditions that burst the Florida housing bubble and triggered the recession. Rubio wants to
focus on the federal deficit, yet hypocritically pushes to extend all of the Bush tax cuts. It doesn’t bother him that maintaining
tax cuts for the top 2 percent of income earners would increase the deficit by $700 billion. In his world, deficit spending is bad
if it saves middle class jobs but good if it covers tax cuts for the wealthy. The immigration discussion played out similarly. Crist
embraces the same comprehensive approach unsuccessfully pushed by the Bush administration: Stronger border protections
and a path to citizenship for 11 million illegal immigrants already in this country that includes paying fines, taxes and moving
to the back of the applicant line. Rubio inaccurately derides a path to citizenship as amnesty. He illogically argues all illegal
immigrants can be returned to their home countries and told to apply to come back. Meek and Crist are correct: Rubio
embraces an inflexible ideology, not practical solutions. The Republican leaves no room for compromise or consensus - and
that is what is wrong with Washington. [St. Petersburg Times Editorial, 10/25/10]
Editorial: The Miami Herald Endorsed Rubio. “Mr. Rubio is not a flawless candidate. He has refused to release all records
involving a Republican Party credit card, which he used at times for personal expenses when he was House leader.
Nevertheless, at 39, Mr. Rubio has the potential to be the kind of statesman Floridians can be proud to call a native son -much like another conservative, former Sen. Connie Mack, who became a defender of Haitian immigrants’ rights and led
bipartisan initiatives that doubled federal spending on bio-medical research. Like a lot of voters, we’ve struggled with the
choices in this race, and our pick may surprise some readers. We do not agree with many of Mr. Rubio’s positions -- certainly
not the far-right stance he has taken on immigration or his position against healthcare reform. Yet his persistence in taking on
a popular governor 18 months ago to run for the U.S. Senate says something about Mr. Rubio’s passion to fix what’s wrong in
Washington. At this critical juncture in the nation’s economy, Mr. Rubio offers a welcome dose of fiscal restraint. He has
exhibited common sense on Social Security, where he proposes raising the retirement age as a way of keeping the program
solvent. Neither Mr. Crist nor Mr. Meek has dared to make take such a clear stand. Mr. Rubio has been the driving force in
this race. His leadership skills were evident as House Speaker, but in Washington he will need to work across the aisle -- a
virtue not abundant in Tallahassee. Smart and committed, Mr. Rubio can grow into a consensus-seeker in the Senate,
benefiting all Floridians. For U.S. Senate, The Miami Herald recommends MARCO RUBIO.” [The Miami Herald Editorial,
10/24/10]
PolitiFact: Rubio Said: That “People Who Essentially Don’t Agree With Him, Ought To Leave The Country, Like
Keith Olbermann” Was Rated True. “Marco Rubio said that ‘people who essentially don’t agree with him, ought to leave
the country, like Keith Olbermann.’ Charlie Crist on Sunday, October 24th, 2010 in a U.S. Senate debate on CNN’s “State of
the Union.” THE RULING: TRUE Crist campaign spokesman Danny Kanner pointed us to a Palm Beach Post story from
March 2010 about a Rubio campaign stop in West Palm Beach. The story ended this way: Rubio also said he was against
amnesty for immigrants, believing legal immigration will never work if illegal immigrants are granted amnesty. Then, he closed
the speech with a thought he said originated from Glenn Beck, FOX News’ popular conservative talk show host. ‘There are
millions of people in America that hate our country, so why can’t we just do a trade?’ Rubio said. ‘We’ll send you Sean Penn,
Janeane Garofalo and Keith Olbermann, and you can send us people that actually love this country and want to help us build
it.’” [St. Petersburg Times PolitiFact, 10/24/10]
Editorial: The Florida Times-Union Endorsed Rubio. “U.S. SENATE Our pick: Former Florida House Speaker Marco
Rubio, a Republican who would work to cut government, spending, taxes and debt. Also running: Gov. Charlie Crist, running
as a ‘sometimes liberal, sometimes conservative’ independent; and U.S. Rep. Kendrick Meek, who presumably would be a
reliable vote for President Barack Obama’s policies.” [Florida Times-Union Editorial, 10/23/10]

Op-Ed: Rubio Blamed Others For His Problems. “I’m not sure I’ve heard a single man blame more other people for his
problems in a single hour. What did the former House speaker have to say about all the questionable spending projects that
were included in the state budget proposal back when he was House speaker (like $800,000 for Rubio’s own flag football
league)? That was other legislators. Questionable charges on his GOP credit card? That was a travel agency or his staffers. Tax
subsidies for the Marlins sports stadium? Other people who made such subsidies the standard practice long before he did.
Appointing Ray Sansom as his budget chief? That was his peers in the house ... even though it was his appointment. Inflated
staff salaries? Other people set the salaries ... that he approved. It went on and on. After listening to all this, one is left with the
impression that the whole “personal responsibility” mantra isn’t all the rage any more ... and that the speaker of the House -often regarded as one of the most powerful positions in Florida -- is actually pretty impotent. Someone really should do
something about that.” [Scott Maxwell Orlando Sentinel, 9/23/10]
Rubio Was Listed As One Of Top Ten Tea Party Candidates By Politico. “Marco Rubio, Florida Senate nominee. At
the outset of the campaign, few thought former state House Speaker Marco Rubio had a chance against Republican Gov.
Charlie Crist, a prolific fundraiser who once rode high in the polls. But Rubio tapped into deep grass-roots conservative
antipathy toward Crist; in April, the governor announced he was quitting the Republican Party to run as an independent. The
move made it a three-way race between Crist, Rubio and the Democratic nominee, Rep. Kendrick Meek, with Rubio holding a
slight lead in some polls.” [Politico, 9/21/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Moved To The Middle During The 2010 Election. “Knowing he now faces intense competition for
moderate Republicans and independent voters, Rubio is moving slowly but steadily away from a number of Tea Party
doctrines, Zeleny notes, and is attempting to run a campaign based on ideas, not mere obstructionism: Many voters he came
across on his tour were mad, but there was no anger, shouting or hint of irritation from Mr. Rubio as he fielded questions in
Pensacola about how he would stop what one woman described as a radical Democratic agenda overtaking America. This is
our country! the woman declared from her seat at McGuire’s Irish Pub, looking to Mr. Rubio for affirmation. He nodded and
paused a moment. I am not running for the United States Senate because I want to be the opposition to Barack Obama,
Nancy Pelosi and Harry Reid, he replied in a measured tone. I’m running for Senate because I want to create an alternative.
Other blasphemies from Rubio include his opposition to tampering with the 14th Amendment, kind words for President
Obamas personal story, and a somewhat nuanced take on immigration policy. He’s going out of his way to defy categorization
alongside Kentucky’s Rand Paul and Nevada’s Sharron Angle, and banking that the media attention will return once the
general election heats up. In a three-way race, however, rallying ones base and leaning on party infrastructure to increase turn
out at the polls could prove crucial so Rubio must also be careful of alienating his original Tea Party boosters.” [Jesse Zwick
Washington Independent, 8/23/10]
Rubio Did Not Give A Clear Answer On Whether He Was A Member Of The Tea Party Movement. “Schieffer asked
Rubio whether he considered himself a Tea Party candidate. Rubio said to think that way is a fundamental misunderstanding
of what the Tea Party is. ‘I think the biggest mistake being made by those who follow politics is they’re trying to understand
what’s happening across our country through a traditional political lens, how you would view the Republican Party or the
Democratic Party,’ he said.” [CBS News, 8/20/10]
Singer Steve Miller Asked Rubio To Stop Using One Of His Songs In An Ad. “U.S. rock and pop star Steve Miller says
Florida U.S. Senate candidate Mark Rubio should stop using his ‘Take the Money and Run.’ The Republican Rubio campaign
has been using the song to demonstrate Republican annoyance at Gov. Charlie Crist, who took GOP donations before
deciding to run for the U.S. Senate as an independent, the (Jacksonville) Florida Times-Union reported. In a note to the Rubio
campaign, the newspaper reported, Miller said: ‘It has come to my attention that Marco Rubio is using one of my songs in a
campaign ad for U.S. Senate. The Steve Miller Band and Steve Miller do not endorse Marco Rubio’s campaign or any political
candidates and respectfully request that Mr. Rubio learn more about publishing law and intellectual property rights. I also ask
that in the future he extends me the courtesy of asking permission before using my songs. Yours, Steve Miller.’” [UPI,
5/23/10]
Rubio Said The Fastest Growing Religion In America Was “Statism.” “Republican Senate candidate Marco Rubio told
an anti-gay marriage group Saturday the country is relying too much on the government, in part because of a breakdown of
family and faith values over the last 50 years. ‘You know what the fastest growing religion in America is? Statism. The growing
reliance on government,’ Rubio said. ‘Every time a problem emerges, increasingly the reaction in American society is ‘Well
what can government do about it?’ America became the greatest country because of its strong society where people did not sit
back and wait for government to act, he said. ‘They did it themselves,’ Rubio said.” [The Associated Press, 5/16/10]

Rubio Said He Was Not An Anarchist. “Rubio rejected the notion that his conservative views and support from right-wing
circles are outside the political mainstream. ‘I’m not ever running away from the title’ of conservative, Rubio said. ‘I think that
limited government -- conservatism -- is what most Americans are. I think that’s mainstream American thought.’ Rubio added,
‘I’m not an anarchist. I believe government has an important role to play in society. I just don’t think it should play a dominant
role. I don’t believe government is the most important institution in society. I believe in entrepreneurship. I believe in the free
market. I want to live in a country where people can open up a business in the spare bedroom of their home, even if it’s in
violation of the zoning code. I want them to be able to pursue their dreams.’ In particular, Rubio pointed to his view on the
need for a tax rate structure that encourages reinvestment in order to spur job creation. ‘I think that’s a very reasonable
position,’ he said.” [CNN, 5/2/10]
PolitiFact: Richard Land Of The Southern Baptist Convention, Statement That Rubio Had More Experience Than
Obama Had Was Rated As “Barley True.” “‘The longer nobody catches fire, the more space there is for Marco,’ Land said
of a possible presidential run. ‘It wouldn’t be unheard of for a freshman senator from Florida to be the nominee - particularly
one who was speaker of the (Florida House of Representatives). ‘He’s got more experience than Obama had,’ Land continued.
‘There are a lot of Hispanics in this country who would find someone with Marco’s ethnic background very appealing.
Although I like Sarah (Palin), I think Sarah’s got a lot more impediments to a nomination than Marco Rubio does.’ If you look
at time in the U.S. Senate (Obama’s four years to what would be Rubio’s two) and overall work and political experience
(Obama’s 20 years to Rubio’s 16), Obama outmatches Rubio. And Obama has worked in a variety of roles, while Rubio has
only been a lawyer. As such, we rate Land’s statement Barely True.” [PolitiFact St. Petersburg Times, 4/14/10]
Rubio Opposed The Appointment Of George LeMieux To The Senate. “Gov. Charlie Crist chose his campaign
‘maestro,’ closest friend and top adviser George LeMieux to fill a highly coveted seat in the U.S. Senate that the governor
hopes to win next year. Rubio said a more conservative candidate should have been chosen, and Meek said Crist, who
interviewed numerous former lawmakers and attorneys, ‘treated this process like a mockery.’” [St. Petersburg Times, 8/29/09]
Rubio Denied That He Was Considering Leaving The Senate Race To Run For Attorney General, Believed That It
Was A Rumor Started In Washington DC. “The National Journal, with all of its Florida political sources, reported that two
of them anonymously (of course) said former House Speaker Marco Rubio “has been calling around to top Republican donors
and activists in the state” and mulling a switch of races, from U.S. Senate to Florida Attorney General. Backers of Gov. Charlie
Crist, Rubio’s opponent, gleefully started shopping it around in Tallahassee. But while it makes sense (Crist is on pace to crush
him in name I.D. and fundraising), Rubio says the report is simply false. ‘It’s untrue,’ Rubio said. ‘This is part of the game they
play in Washington.’ Rubio pointed out that the day the blog hit the Internet (yesterday) he was stuck in a TallahasseePensacola-Tallahassee car-ride for six hours with an Associated Press reporter who didn’t hear Rubio on the phone chatting
about that at all.” [The Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 7/16/09]
Huckabee Endorsed Rubio For Senate. “In the battle of endorsements, Marco Rubio got the nod today from Mike
Huckabee in his race for the U.S. Senate. Backing from Huckabee, a popular presidential candidate and one of the nation’s
leading religious conservatives, will help Rubio keep pace with Governor Charlie Crist, who has gathered support from
Republican pragmatists in the U.S. Senate. The party establishment in Washington thinks the moderate governor has the best
chance to win the general election. But many conservatives are rallying around Rubio. In a web video and e-mail, Huckabee
said: ‘Marco believes in smaller government. He is a firm supporter of life. As the former Florida speaker, he was incredibly
effective at bringing new ideas to the table and working to see them passed into law.’” [Sun-Sentinel Politics Blog, 6/23/09]
Jim DeMint Endorsed Rubio For Senate. “Sen. Jim DeMint (R-S.C.) isn’t just backing Florida Republican Marco Rubio to
rally the conservative base. He’s convinced the upstart can actually win. ‘He can win, should win, and will help lead our party
out of the void into the waiting arms of America,’ DeMint said at an outdoor Tuesday afternoon news conference near the
Senate. But DeMint’s support of Rubio over establishment pick Charlie Crist, the governor of Florida, was a direct jab at the
National Republican Senatorial Committee, which has chosen to back a moderate - yet potentially more electable - Republican
in Crist. The Florida primary is already being cast as test case of whether GOP voters in a critical swing state will go with
someone with statewide name recognition and a moderate record, or tack to the party’s conservative roots with a newcomer
like Rubio. DeMint said that Crist had reached out to him this morning after his decision to endorse Rubio became public.
DeMint also said he had spoken with Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell and NRSC Chairman John Cornyn prior to
making his endorsement today, and that they had given him the go-ahead. The South Carolina conservative declined to
criticize Cornyn for his decision to throw the NRSC’s backing to Crist so early in the contest. ‘The party needs to do what it
feels it needs to do,’ DeMint said. ‘I think we’ll have a healthy primary in Florida.’ DeMint said that there had been no effort
on behalf of the party’s leadership to suppress support for Rubio, and that his endorsement would open the door for more
congressional support for Rubio. ‘I wanted to get the ball rolling today,’ DeMint said. ‘I think you’ll see some Senate and I

know some House members jumping behind Marco.’ Rubio, who is on a campaign swing through Washington, said that
standing up for low taxes and limited government was what his campaign ‘was all about.’ DeMint, who heads up the Senate
Conservatives Fund, pledged to fundraise and campaign on Rubio’s behalf.” [Politico, 6/16/09]
Former Gingrich Strategist Called Rubio’s Run For The Senate “Stupid.” “A Strategic Vision poll released today shows
former House Speaker Marco Rubio is improving somewhat in his chances against Governor Charlie Crist for the U.S. Senate,
with 22 percent of voters supporting him (compared to 59 percent for Crist). But Syndicated columnist and former Newt
Gingrich campaign strategist Matt Towery, CEO of the national nonpartisan polling firm Insider Advantage, says Rubio’s bid
to beat Florida’s popular governor for the national seat is ‘the biggest political mistake I’ve seen made this year.’ ‘I cannot for
the life of me figure out why Rubio is running against Crist for U.S. Senate,’ Towery told the Times/Herald. ‘I think it’s stupid.
U.S. Senate races do not get the name recognition that governor’s races do, so if he’s running for that reason, he’s not going to
get it.’ Towery said Rubio would have been better off running for governor, even if it meant running against Attorney General
and would-be governor Bill McCollum in a Republican primary. Rubio, he said, could have been the charismatic young
counterpart to the older McCollum, whose challenge is overcoming a certain “wooden” quality on the stump. ‘Rubio had the
potential of being the young, exciting candidate who might just be able to bring over independent voters’ Towery said. “It is a
waste of great political talent, and I think he is being used.’” [The Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 6/5/09]
Rubio Tweeted That His Wife Takes Too Long To Get Ready To Go Out. “See what you’re missing if you’re not on
Twitter? Former Florida House Speaker and U.S. Senate candidate Marco Rubio: Going out to dinner with my wife for the
first time in almost two months. Any suggestions in Coral Gables...I had forgotten how long it takes my wife Jeanette to get
ready to go out. I still hear blow dryer working in there. We r going to be late!...Ok called and moved reservations to 9. Blower
is off I think my wife Jeanette is almost ready to leave. Cross your fingers....After 1 1/2 hours Jeanette is ready to go. We are
off to dinner in Coral Gables. Goodnight! Rubio also ponders the national deficit. Intensely. I still cannot get over the fact that
Dominic my youngest who is only 20 months old owns $37,000 worth of our national debt. Twitter is for things that make
you want to go ‘Hmmmmm.’” [The Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 5/23/09]
When Rubio Announced His Bid For the Senate He Warned Of “American Socialism.” “When former House Speaker
Marco Rubio announced the other night on Univision-Channel 23 that he was, indeed, running for the U.S. Senate, he said,
‘I’m very much interested in what is happening with the taxes and the economy in this country, and the kind of American
Socialism that they want to establish in the United States.’ Hispanic politicians frequently deliver that kind of political charged
message to Cuban American audiences but not to English-speaking ones. Does Rubio really believe President Barack Obama
is trying to establish socialism in this country, or is he merely trying to fan flames in the exile community?” [The Miami Herald
Naked Politics Blog, 5/6/09]
Rubio Announced His Campaign For The Senate In May Of 2009. “Promising to run ‘a campaign of ideas’ without
negative attacks on Gov. Charlie Crist or other candidates, former House Speaker Marco Rubio made his high-tech entry into
Florida’s 2010 U.S. Senate race Tuesday. Rubio pitched his appeal to conservative voters -- including those who flocked to 50
‘taxpayer tea parties’ last month across Florida -- saying he wants to be the voice of those who don’t want to compromise with
the Democrats on taxation and social policy. The Miami attorney, who collected more than $250,000 in a month during his
statewide exploratory campaign tour, said the GOP needs to pose stark alternatives to spending policies of President Obama
and the Democratic Congress, rather than accommodating ‘change’ in Washington. ‘I don’t believe in going negative in the
sense that you attack people personally,’ said Rubio. ‘People can have different views and not be bad people.’” [Tallahassee
Democrat, 5/6/09]
Coral Gables Commissioner Maria Anderson Walked Out Of A Commission Meeting As The Mayor Presented
Rubio A Proclamation Declaring June 26, 2008 As “Marco Rubio Day” In The City. “City leaders in Coral Gables
declared it Marco Rubio Day last week. Well, four of the five. Commissioner Maria Anderson walked out of the City
Commission meeting as the Mayor presented the outgoing Florida Speaker of the House with a proclamation declaring June
26, 2008, Marco Rubio Day in Coral Gables. ‘. . . I fundamentally disagree with him. He’s hit local government really hard,’
Anderson later told The Miami Herald, referring to statewide tax reforms led by Rubio, whom she blames for budget cuts in
the city. ‘I certainly don’t mean any disrespect,’ Anderson added. ‘I really just cannot be in the same place with a person who
has said that local government officials are spending like drunken sailors.’” [The Miami Herald, 7/3/08]
Rubio Had A Mixed Record Of Success As A Speaker. “He would have to compromise. Once again, the state Senate
worked the clock and gave the young lawmaker a last-minute, take-it-or-leave-it offer -- this time involving kids with autism -that gave him far less than he wanted. ‘I am disappointed we have not been able to achieve our goals,’ Rubio said. Rubio’s
dogged, aggressive and self-admitted ambitious style caused some rough feelings in the Senate and Tallahassee. But polls

suggest it helped him at home. And Republicans like Sen. Carey Baker of Eustis say Rubio’s ‘pressure and leadership’ was the
key reason the Legislature passed property-tax cuts valued in the billions over five years. Rubio was often brought back to
earth by forces he couldn’t control: from a souring economy that sapped state revenues to a battered property insurance
market to the arrests of two GOP lawmakers, including his longtime friend Ralph Arza. Arza resigned from his House seat
and was sentenced to 18 months of probation in connection with an expletive-laden and threatening phone call to a Miami
Beach colleague. Before Arza quit, Democrats planned a walkout if Arza attended the historic swearing-in of Rubio. Since
then, Democrats have praised Rubio for being bipartisan and welcoming. Zapata and other Miami-Dade lawmakers also
praised Rubio for pushing to get more money to South Florida during tough times, including extra dollars to help Jackson
Memorial Hospital and $80 million that went to the University of Miami last year. But at the same time, Rubio was unable to
undo a controversial change to the schools funding formula that has cost Miami-Dade schools more than $100 million since
2004. Though he opposes gambling and blocked most gambling expansion, he allowed card rooms to have expanded hours.
Rubio also used his office to help a friend by slipping in little-noticed budget language last year to help South Florida fuel
distributor Max Alvarez bid on a turnpike fuel contract. Democrats have heralded Rubio for being a bipartisan speaker while
Republicans like Jacksonville Sen. Jim King, a Jacksonville Republican, say they’re ‘awed by Marco.’ ‘I wish he was a little less
dogmatic on some things,’ King said, ‘because I think he has all the ingredients of a governor or senator.’” [The Miami Herald,
5/4/08]
Republicans Were Not Happy Rubio Used State Party Money To Promote “100 Ideas”; The Party Lost Nine Seats
Under Rubio’s Term As Speaker. Republicans grumbled about his hiring of consultants and using party money to promote
the ‘100 Ideas’ effort while the House lost nine seats during his term. ‘Let’s put it this way, if the Dolphins lost nine straight
games like that, Wayne Huizenga fires the coach,’ said Sen. Alex Villalobos, a Miami Republican. ‘He still has half his
speakership left,’ he said. ‘He has the opportunity to do some really good things or really mess things up.’ Democrats,
meanwhile, commend Rubio for his even-handed management of the House, allowing the minority party to have a strong
presence on key committees. ‘I judge a speaker solely on the voice he gives my party and he has been eminently fair,’ said
Gelber, the Democratic leader. Rubio said he considers ‘100 Ideas’ a success because it changed the ‘process’ of how the
Legislature works and political leaders in Oklahoma and Virginia have copied the approach. ‘The overriding goal of 100 Ideas
wasn’t just to create some agenda and force it down people’s throat,’ he said. “It was connecting the Florida House and the
Florida Senate to the water cooler at the office.’ But as Rubio’s term winds down, some Republicans are warning that voters
need to see results. ‘We’ve got to be careful what we say we’re going to do going into an election year,’ said Rep. Dennis Ross,
a Lakeland Republican whom Rubio stripped of power after refusing to embrace last year’s insurance reforms.” Rubio said he
considers ‘100 Ideas’ a success because it changed the ‘process’ of how the Legislature works and political leaders in Oklahoma
and Virginia have copied the approach. ‘The overriding goal of 100 Ideas wasn’t just to create some agenda and force it down
people’s throat,’ he said. “It was connecting the Florida House and the Florida Senate to the water cooler at the office.’ But as
Rubio’s term winds down, some Republicans are warning that voters need to see results. ‘We’ve got to be careful what we say
we’re going to do going into an election year,’ said Rep. Dennis Ross, a Lakeland Republican whom Rubio stripped of power
after refusing to embrace last year’s insurance reforms.” [The Bradenton Herald, 3/3/08]
In The Final Weeks Of His Term As Speaker, Rubio Vented From His Personal Email To The St. Petersburg
Times. “As Marco Rubio’s time as House speaker dwindles, he finds himself double-teamed by the Senate and Gov. Charlie
Crist. Over the weekend, he decided to vent. After the House devolved into partisan chaos over a decision by Rubio’s team to
block Democratic debate on an education bill, Rubio dashed off a series of e-mails to St. Petersburg Times reporters on his
personal e-mail account. Rubio’s and Crist’s teams have battled over the best way to offer low-cost, bare-bones health policies
for the uninsured. Last Friday, Lt. Gov. Jeff Kottkamp, a former House member, worked the House floor, lobbying his excolleagues to favor the governor’s ideas over those favored by Rubio. ‘There really isn’t a senator that we’re negotiating with
on the health care plan. We’re negotiating with the governor’s office,’ Rubio said. Rubio must cope with a shift in political
dynamics: Under Gov. Jeb Bush, Rubio’s mentor, the House was aligned with the governor against the Senate. Now a centrist
governor and Senate are lined up against the more conservative House. Rubio has dealt with a lot of tumult in his two-year
tenure, including scandals involving two former Republican lawmakers: Ralph Arza, a Rubio ally who resigned after making
racial slurs to another lawmaker, and Bob Allen, who was convicted on a sex solicitation charge. Two other Republican
members, Mike Davis and Don Davis, died. Rubio also saw his signature issue of property tax cuts battered in special sessions
last year, exposing a chasm with the Senate and Crist. He eventually went on to criticize Amendment 1 as not going far
enough, even as Crist campaigned for it. He has also fought the widespread sentiment that major property tax changes should
be left for a powerful citizen panel, the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission. “All the editorial boards wrote about how
it should be deferred to (the commission). Now we have deferred to them, and it’s like they are all crazy, they have no
credibility,” he said of the panel’s own struggle with the issue. Against that backdrop, Rubio seems to be struggling to protect
his legacy. He came in brimming with ideals, summed up in a book of 100 ‘innovative ideas’ wrapped around his polished
rhetoric and youthful charisma. Above all, he said, he pursued major issues such as property taxes and property insurance that

are relevant to Floridians. ‘The fights have been about, the arguments have been about, and the defining issues have been
dinner table, water cooler issues,’ Rubio said. Rubio has earned accolades for big ideas, but his public image has not always
measured up to the ambition. The fight over property taxes in particular has left him seeming rash and unyielding at times.”
[St. Petersburg Times, 4/24/08]
Rubio Would Not Let Legislators Leave As Democrats Forced Bills To Be Read As Protest To Change Florida’s
Education Standards. “In a rare standoff that plunged the legislative session into gridlock, the Florida House erupted in
partisan acrimony Friday over political gamesmanship each side likened to playground antics. Democrats, angry over a
procedural move by the Republican majority to block debate on an education bill, slowed the chamber’s deliberations to a
crawl with their own maneuver: They demanded that bills be read in full. House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami,
retaliated by ordering the chamber doors locked by the sergeant-in-arms, Internet access shut off and the House’s 120
members to remain in their seats. Rubio excused members who had religious obligations, but Democrats complained that they
were being forced to jettison travel plans to fulfill their legislative duties. Rep. Maria Sachs, D-Delray Beach, has 13 people
coming to her house for Passover dinner tonight. She canceled two Friday flights because of the legislative stalemate and was
contemplating an all-night road trip to make it back. House Majority Leader Adam Hasner, R-Boca Raton, called the
Democrats’ move to require the bills be read in full a ‘childish political stunt.’ As punishment, Republicans pulled Democratsponsored bills from Friday’s agenda and next week’s calendar. Democrats used the bill-reading procedure when House
Republicans shut off debate on an amendment that would have changed Florida’s FCAT school-grading system. Usually, the
clerk reads a bill’s one-sentence title and then the legislative sponsor summarizes what’s in it. But Friday, teenage clerks spent
hours reciting hundreds of pages of bills, most of which were controversy-free and won unanimous approval.” [Sun-Sentinel,
4/19/08]
During A Legislative Stalemate In The Florida House Of Representatives, Rubio Compared The Chamber To The
Superdome After Katrina. “8:36 p.m.: Rubio: ‘This place is starting to feel like the Superdome. They are running out of
water. They are running out of food. The restrooms are backed up.’ He calls for a 15 minute break.” [St. Petersburg Times
The Buzz Blog, 4/19/08]
Daniel Ruth Op-Ed: Rubio Was Called The “Hectoring Vegetarian Brother-In-Law From Hell Who Sits Around the
Thanksgiving Dinner Table Reminding Everyone How Unhealthy All The Food Is.” “Marco Rubio isn’t really the
Speaker of the Florida House; he’s the hectoring vegetarian brother-in-law from hell who sits around the Thanksgiving dinner
table reminding everyone how unhealthy all the food is. By all accounts, you would have thought Gov. Charlie Crist, R-Oh
Happy Day, would have been lauded for his pragmatic deal with the Seminole Tribe to expand casino gambling from its
heretofore little more than a glorified Catholic parish bingo night into (Finally!) big boy wagering. After years of bipartisan
Tallahassee foot-dragging, Crist and the Seminoles reached an accord that would permit the tribe to begin offering Las Vegas
style slot machines and more sophisticated gambling options, like baccarat, blackjack and chemin de fer. (Frankly, I’m not sure
what chemin de fer is, but it sounds like you need to wear a tuxedo, smoke French Gauloises and show up with a bimbo.)
Time To Unwad Yes, the new deal with the Seminoles does mean more gambling, more opportunities to gamble and more
people showing up at the tribe’s various casinos to bet on stuff. Gambling!?!?! In Florida!?!?!? Oh dear! You may now unwad
your shorts, Mr. Speaker. Rather, a cynic might possibly suggest Rubio’s feigned outrage over expanded gaming interests has
more to do with the Speaker’s political ambitions and his role as a glorified keno girl for religious interests who oppose gaming
even in a state that already runs its own bolita game, while permitting horse racing, dog racing, jai alai and off-shore casino
cruises. Of course, that analysis could be wrong. But would you want to bet against it?” [Daniel Ruth Tampa Tribune,
11/27/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio Should Act Like His Brother Mario. “The wrong Rubio is speaker of the Florida House. Marco Rubio,
elected to the House to represent only a part of Miami, is intent on sticking his nose into how every local government in
Florida does business. Forget the concept of home rule, which Republicans normally tout, this Rubio wants to limit how much
money local governments can collect in tax revenue and how much they can spend. Mario Rubio believes state government
has four main responsibilities - education, public health, public safety and transportation. He says he believes in home rule,
that local decisions are best made locally by locally elected officials. He says each community should be able to decide what it
wants to be and how much it wants to spend on such things as parks, infrastructure and police and fire protection. In other
words, the Legislature and Gov. Charlie Crist should not be interfering in local affairs. If voters believe their locally elected
officials are spending too wildly, they can always kick them out of office. Has he discussed his brother’s wayward ways with
him? Yes. Why does he think Marco is behaving this way? Because Miami-Dade County is so messed up, with something like
30 separate municipalities that don’t cooperate, that his brother is trying to put a one-size-fits-all solution on the entire state.
What happens if Marco really gets off base? Flashing that quick smile, Mario says he calls Mom. Mother Rubio, Florida needs

you to take your youngest son to the woodshed and tell him he should be more like Mario before he ruins the state. [Ron
Littlepage, Florida Times-Union, 11/6/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio Had A High Self-Image Of Himself. “At a Sarasota luncheon appearance during the property-tax special
session, Rep. Rubio recounted a nightmare. He was vacationing in Colorado some time in the future, and ran across a guy
who’d moved out of Florida because it had become too expensive. Rep. Rubio asked when he’d left, and the guy responded:
About the time you were speaker. The story was revealing not because it’s inconceivable that anyone would want to leave
Florida. People are doing that every day. The real insight Rep. Rubio offered was into his own self-image: the idea that a
Florida transplant would have any idea who the state House speaker had been years earlier. It was only the latest manifestation
of Rep. Rubio’s bout with Senate President’s Disease, so named because it typically hits presiding officers of that chamber.
They start believing the lobbyists and other courtiers in the nine square blocks surrounding the Capitol who tell them what a
wonderful governor or U.S. senator they would make one day. In this term, it has hit neither the titular president, Ken Pruitt,
nor his shadow co-president, Sen. Webster. But it became apparent as early as last year that it had stricken Rep. Rubio, who
already had used the Republican Party imprimatur to finance his “100 Ideas” machine that featured, of course, himself. It’s not
surprising that Rep. Rubio, only 36 years old, was susceptible. After all, he’d been tapped by no less than Jeb Bush himself as
his ideological heir apparent. But Jeb Bush had a brother in the White House, his family name, his larger-than-life personality,
and an extraordinary grasp of details -- and he still had problems with the Florida Senate. In contrast, Rep. Rubio had some of
Mr. Bush’s old staff, a style that bordered on glib, and a fondness for sweeping, big-picture ideology that was hazy on the
details. To top it off, he surrounded himself with allies who remain angry that Gov. Crist beat their preferred candidate in the
Republican primary last year. Which is why, in the speaker’s battles with the Senate and despite the conciliatory language
toward the governor, it wasn’t close to a fair fight. After Gov. Crist took the lead on property insurance in the January special
session, Rep. Rubio called dibs on property taxes -- and insisted on the right-wing solution of the moment: eliminating
property taxes and increasing the sales tax. [S.V. Date Palm Beach Post, 11/4/07]
Rubio’s Approach To Being Speaker Was To “Damn The Torpedoes and Full Speed Ahead.” “As the final days for
securing a tax cut agreement slip away, fewer than a half-dozen legislators remain major players. Chief among them are House
Speaker Marco Rubio, of West Miami, a brash, impatient leader of the right, and Sen. Daniel Webster, a calmer, more
measured politician from Winter Garden who held Rubio’s post a decade ago. Webster is the older man; in fact, he graduated
from Georgia Tech’s engineering school in 1971, the year Rubio was born. Both are hailed as staunch conservatives. But they
have strikingly dissimilar personalities, work styles and political visions. And those have spilled over into the Legislature’s
inability, so far, to agree on what to do to stem rising property tax bills. Sen. Jim King, a Jacksonville Republican who knows
both Rubio, 36, and Webster, 58, calls the differences between the two ‘astounding.’ Rubio’s approach, King said, ‘is damn the
torpedoes and full speed ahead,” compared to Webster’s ‘slow and cautious’ temperament. In many ways, the men epitomize
the legislative chambers they sit in. [Sun-Sentinel, 10/27/07]
Op-ed: Rubio Switched From Supporting Crist’s Original Tax Plan To His Own Version Because Of The Prospect
of Losing Clout. “Observers hoping to understand the dynamics of the property tax debate this week may want to mind the
ticking of the clock. No, not the literal one, which gets to zero at 5 p.m., Oct. 30 -- the deadline for putting a new tax plan on
the Jan. 29 presidential primary ballot. The more important countdown is a figurative one, and it marks the moment that will
come next spring when House Speaker Marco Rubio’s power as outgoing presiding officer dwindles to where he can no longer
set the statehouse agenda. And the realization of that political mortality, many believe, is driving the dramatic about-face
Rubio, R-West Miami, exhibited over the past two weeks -- from publicly supporting a relatively simple proposal by Gov.
Charlie Crist costing about $7 billion over four years to abandoning a signed deal and insisting on a massive proposal totaling
upwards of $30 billion in cuts, before it was modified late Friday to one that would reduce taxes by about $11 billion.” [S.V.
Date Palm Beach Post, 10/20/07]
Rubio Had A Small Wooden Cross In His Speaker’s Office. Governor Crist received some attention for having a
mezuzah in his office, “Many other top state officials, including House Speaker Marco Rubio, have some religious symbols in
their offices. Rubio has a small wooden cross that Crist bought for him while he was in Israel. Some state senators have placed
copies of the Ten Commandments in their offices.” [The Miami Herald, 10/16/07]
Some Thought That Rubio Was Posturing During The October 2007 Special Session On Property Taxes. “House
Speaker Marco Rubio waved a letter from a 75-year-old Miami woman desperate to lower her “overwhelming” $10,091 tax bill
on her small childhood home that she rents out in Coral Gables. The letter is proof, he told a crowd of mortgage brokers and
real estate agents, that the property tax proposal the Legislature will take up today won’t go far enough. ‘What do I tell her?”
Rubio asked. ‘Congratulations! We passed a bill! Does it save you money? No, but we had a very nice press conference.’ While
Rubio’s public display of cynicism over Gov. Charlie Crist’s tax-cut plan seems unorthodox, it is a window into the way he has

approached the issue: with a brashness that has estranged potential allies, and a campaigner’s knack for choosing the facts so
he looks like a winner -- even when he loses. What Rubio doesn’t say about the letter, for example, is that the Miami woman
wouldn’t have been any better off under any of the three tax plans he has backed since spring. The current plan centers on
doubling homestead exemptions and “portability” so homeowners can carry tax savings to a new home. ‘A lot of things he’s
doing and saying is posturing,’ said Sen. Jim King, a Jacksonville Republican and former Senate president who describes
himself as a fan of Rubio’s. ‘He’s saying, `I believe in a lot of the things that the people have told me that they need,’ and he’s
setting himself up not as a short-term, but a long-term champion.’ Rubio, 35, won’t comment on his future political plans, but
has talked repeatedly about leading a citizens petition drive for a property tax overhaul, and resurrecting his failed plan to swap
homestead taxes for increased sales taxes. Such a drive would provide him visibility to campaign for another elected office
after term limits force him from the Legislature in November 2008.” [The Miami Herald, 10/15/07]


During The Debate On Property Taxes, Polls indicated that Voters in Miami-Dade Viewed Rubio More
Negatively Than Positively. “‘If and when Marco runs for higher office, he’ll have his work cut out for him,’ said Senate
Democratic Leader Steve Geller of Cooper City. ‘He’ll either be the guy who wanted to eliminate the taxes on your home
or the one who’s responsible for big tax cuts.’ Geller frets that though the “rhetoric” helps the West Miami Republican, it
could lead to huge tax cuts that damage many local government services. Rubio emerged as the defender of deep tax cuts
last spring, when he first proposed his tax swap. The $44 billion plan was rejected by the Senate, where members balked at
the five-year cost and Rubio’s hard-charging tactics. Lawmakers had to come back in a June special session, where Rubio
and wary Republican senators finally compromised on a constitutional amendment to super-size homestead exemptions.
But the ballot language was fatally flawed. A judge threw the measure off the Jan. 29 ballot, citing ‘misleading’ language,
forcing legislators to all but accept this new amendment. The new deal offers tax cuts of about $11 billion over five years - about one-fourth of Rubio’s original plan. Now, Rubio portrays the proposal as a “better than nothing” deal he wants
little credit for -- even though he not only signed off on it, but encouraged it when he sent Crist a letter asking him to
force legislators to take up property taxes after the amendment was thrown off the ballot. When Crist proposed the plan,
Rubio said it wasn’t good enough because it would have saved the average homeowner just $240 a year. ‘This is not my
plan and I want everyone to know it,’ he said after a Wednesday news conference, where he proposed more savings for
renters and poor seniors. Rubio suggested the add-ons to increase savings by $4 billion were his own. Senate tax
negotiators, however, had agreed to the concepts as well and some were expecting to announce the additions to Crist’s tax
plan with the House. Rubio’s aggressive approach is also about political survival. Polls by The Miami Herald and political
groups found that more people in Miami-Dade County viewed Rubio negatively than positively.” [The Miami Herald,
10/15/07]

Op-Ed: Rubio Wanted To Abolish Home rule; Was Tied With Crist As Being “The Most Dangerous Politician In
Florida.” “Who is the most dangerous politician in Florida? As of now, it’s a tie between Gov. Charlie Crist and House
Speaker Marco Rubio. Crist is the kind of politician the cliche “smooth as silk” was meant to describe. He’s likable. He’s
sincere. He looks you straight in the eyes. He answers every question. He’s smart. Rubio is young, ambitious, energetic,
handsome and smart, as well. Both Crist and Rubio know a surefire way to political popularity is to create a bogeyman to
deflect attention from your own house (underfunded schools, development run amok, inadequate social services, etc.) and
attack the one thing many people love to hate - taxes. But dangerous? Yes. Not satisfied with the cuts in property tax revenues
the Legislature ordered earlier this year, both are pushing the constitutional amendment on the Jan. 29 ballot that would
supersize the homestead exemption. If the amendment passes, it will take millions of dollars out of the budgets of local
governments, including those of public schools. The St. Petersburg Times quoted Rubio as saying, “Really, what today’s about
is what we have to do in addition to that amendment, irrespective of that amendment.” [Ronald Littlepage Florida Times
Union, 9/25/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio Was Not A “Conservative Savior. He Is A Kid In Over His Head.” “It seems like only yesterday that the
conservatives ruled the state. They were like the dinosaurs in the Pleistocene era, with Jeb Bush as their T-Rex. They bellowed
against the class-size amendment, slashed taxes for the rich, funded a petition drive to ban gay marriage and tried their
darndest to feed Terri Schiavo. And then came the meteor. Actually it was more of a meteor shower. It began with George
Bush’s imploding presidency and ended with Charlie Crist’s exploding poll numbers. And suddenly, the state has become a
very lonely place for conservatives. It was supposed to be a child who would lead the state’s conservatives, a young whiz kid
from Miami by the name of Marco Rubio. At only 35, he zoomed to power as speaker of the Florida House. He was to
assume the mantle of Jeb so callously cast aside by Charlie. He was the one with the revolutionary ideas such as eliminating
property taxes. Judging by the notice I just got from the property appraiser’s office, he failed miserably. As conservatives
cringed, Rubio then signed off on Charlie’s plan to socialize property insurance. They cringed even more as the Legislature
approved a major expansion of gambling in the state. Here is what Rubio had to write about it: ‘Despite the fact that myself
and the two future Speakers of the House all vocally opposed legislation expanding gambling, and voted against these

measures, the gambling industries convinced enough legislators to pass pro-gaming bills.’ The truth is that Rubio actually
allowed the bills to pass. He is not a conservative savior. He is a kid in over his head.” [Mike Thomas Orlando Sentinel,
8/26/07]
Chris Timmons Op-Ed: Rubio Was Very Brash When It Came To Property Taxes. “Tallahassee Mayor John Marks is
considered by knowledgeable observers of the city’s politics as a modern-day Sisyphus, which means he has a reputation for
saying and doing the pointless. And House Speaker Marco Rubio and friends, ardent anti-Madisons and Federalist Papers
politicians, came out of it as emotive, temperamental, dissembling and reactionary Dionysian. One of the results of the
Legislature’s three-day special session was a by-pass of Madison’s invention, and a contradiction from the same Republican
Party that decried the way policy questions are finding themselves in the state’s Constitution, when it was matter of universal
Pre-K and over-crowded schools. Senate President Ken Pruitt, the Madison among us, challenged a portion of Rubio’s tax
plan. So Rubio responded by challenging bicameral government and placed the property-tax issue on the ballot.Not so long
ago, a fairly conservative politician would have been horrified by Rubio’s intransigence. Yet in today’s Dionysian world,
process is a bother. Doing what one feels is right within or outside of the established order is the only thing that matters.
Those of us familiar with Florida’s politics would automatically assign Rubio’s actions as the actions of a House leader. For the
Florida House is generally considered brash, impatient and quick-tempered. Against that backdrop is the Senate, whose
coolness and maturity brings a level of stability and rationality to state politics. And that may be so in this case. Yet perhaps
this act of Rubio’s will reveal something we have come to know, but have been reluctant to admit: Legislators no longer
legislate. In Florida, the voter does. So forget the ballot process, or bicameral government, and allow citizens to amend and
propose statues and budgets themselves.” [Chris Timmons Tallahassee Democrat, 7/15/07]
Rubio Cut Off A Legislator On The Floor Who Was Questioning The June 2007 Tax Package. “During more than
four hours of debate Wednesday night on property tax reform, the first Republican to ask questions of the ballot proposal
crafted by GOP leaders was abruptly cut off by House Speaker Marco Rubio. Rep. Carl Domino, R-Jupiter, was peppering the
House’s lead negotiator for property taxes with questions about the decision to ask voters to give up a system that has shifted
the tax burden from homestead owners to businesses and owners of second homes. But before Domino could finish his series
of questions to Rep. Dean Cannon, Rubio rushed into the chamber, slammed the gavel, recognized the next lawmaker waiting
to speak and once again left the House floor. Rubio, R-West Miami, returned an hour later and asked Domino to continue, but
the dramatic moment was a snapshot of a tense and emotional special session that may conclude today with the Republicancontrolled legislature passing its property tax plan. Most of the tension has occurred along party lines, as Republican leaders
have tried to close ranks around their plan to decrease property taxes by $32 billion over five years while Democrats have
decried the $7.2 billion hit that schools could take. The reduction of property taxes that school districts collect would occur
over four years and would be due to the proposed constitutional amendment that would replace the $25,000 homestead
exemption and Save Our Homes cap on assessments with much larger homestead exemptions.” [Palm Beach Post, 6/14/07]
St. Petersburg Times Editorial: Rubio Acted Like A Bully On Property Taxes. “It didn’t take long for the Florida
Legislature to quickly shift the focus on property tax relief from policy to politics. Since he can’t win on bad policy, House
Speaker Marco Rubio has elected to threaten and bully his colleagues as he forces an all-or-nothing showdown. That’s no way
to open a special session that is supposed to produce sound tax policy that stands the tests of time and the courts. Rubio made
it clear Tuesday that he isn’t interested in hearing legitimate criticisms about a constitutional amendment that would create an
overly generous super homestead exemption to replace the existing $25,000 exemption and phase out Save Our Homes. He
could not care less about alternatives, and he refuses to consider reducing the tax breaks to a more reasonable level. For this
antitax Republican from Miami, it’s all or nothing this week when it comes to overhauling the property tax structure. Then it
ought to be nothing. House Republicans and Democrats should stand up to this young ideologue and say enough. This may
be the way to win praise from Grover Norquist at Americans for Tax Reform in Washington. It is not the best path to higher
public office in Florida, which appears to be Rubio’s goal.” [St. Petersburg Times Editorial, 6/13/07]
Tampa Tribune Editorial: Rubio Should Listen More After His Property Tax Swap Plan Failed. “Off the table,
fortunately, is House Speaker Marco Rubio’s plan to eliminate property taxes on homesteaded properties and let counties
replace lost revenues by raising the sales tax as much as 2.5 cents. Rubio should be commended for innovative thinking, but
his plan included an impossibly complicated formula for distributing the sales tax revenue and would have required voters to
pass a tax increase. Rubio needs to quit selling and start listening. A higher sales tax is not the answer to the property tax crisis
this session and taking budget decisions away from local officials, who are closest to the voters, is not good government.”
[Tampa Tribune Editorial, 4/29/07]
Senate President Ken Pruitt Joked That Rubio Should Run For President In 2008, Rubio Joked That He “Can’t
Afford The Pay Cut.” “Senate President Ken Pruitt kicked off the joint session a few minutes ago with a laugh. Praising

House Speaker Marco Rubio, Pruitt pulled out a poster board and turned it around: Rubio For President ‘08. Rubio beamed,
then leaned in and said something to Pruitt. ‘He said he can’t afford the pay cut,’ Pruitt said. ‘And he’d have to get a fourth
house.’ Rubio has just begun his second to last session, setting off speculation what he might do next.” [St. Petersburg Times
The Buzz Blog, 3/6/07]
A Profile Piece Said That Rubio Was A “Man Who Clearly Relishes The Boat.” “Rubio, 15 years younger than his
Senate counterpart, is seen by many as a future candidate for higher office. His biography reads as if it were made for a
campaign commercial. Born in Miami, he is the third of four children born to Cuban immigrants. Now, he pulls down a sixfigure salary from a blue-chip law firm and is the first Cu-ban-American named speaker of the Florida House. Elected to the
House by just 64 votes in a January 2000 special election, Rubio has rocketed to power in Tallahassee. Even before taking over
as speaker, he spent nearly two years campaigning statewide for his ‘100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future,’ which now
serves as his political blueprint. Rubio already proposed what many call the most dramatic rewrite of Florida’s tax system in
history, anchored by a nearly $6 billion cut in property taxes and a plan to eventually eliminate the levy completely on primary
residences in exchange for a higher sales tax. And Rubio is a man who clearly relishes rocking the boat. “What I hope is that
people will say at the end of the session, ‘Man, do they have some hard, strong debates,’ he said.” [Orlando Sentinel, 3/5/07]
In A Profile Piece, Rubio Was Said To Be “In A Different League.” “When Marco Rubio first entered the Florida
Legislature, he was a 28-year-old attorney just four years out of law school. His sole possession was a Toyota Camry, he didn’t
own his own home and he was paying off student loans. That was only seven years ago. Now the West Miami Republican
owns three houses, has a $300,000-a-year job at a law firm and has become the first Cuban-American to become speaker of
the Florida House. His evolution doesn’t stop there. The telegenic and rapid-talking lawmaker has gone from being a fervent
defender of the GOP agenda to speaking in bold, sweeping strokes about a need to change the ‘culture’ and ‘dialogue’ in
Tallahassee. Leading up to his ascent last November, he crisscrossed the state, holding ‘idearaisers’ and collecting the results in
a book, 100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future. The book has drawn national attention, including from former U.S. House
Speaker Newt Gingrich, whose signed portrait sits on a table in Rubio’s House office. Some of the top ideas include an
overhaul of Florida’s property tax system and a change in what public schools teach children. Rubio jumped into his first run
for office in 1998, winning a spot on the West Miami City Commission. He got his shot at the Legislature at the end of 1999,
when a House seat opened up after the incumbent jumped into a special election for a state Senate seat. Rubio won the GOP
runoff for the seat by a mere 64 votes. ‘Every 50 years in the world, a Marco Rubio is born,’ said Al Lorenzo, a veteran
campaign consultant who managed Rubio’s first campaign for the Florida Legislature. ‘He’s in a different league.’” [The Miami
Herald, 3/4/07]


Rubio Forced The Two Top House Republicans To Resign Their Leadership Posts After They Voted Against
The Property Insurance Bill The House And Senate Drew Up. “Following the January special session on insurance,
Rubio demanded that two top House Republicans resign their leadership posts after they voted against the insurance bill
that the House and Senate drew up. Rubio will say publicly only that people who agreed to serve on leadership posts knew
what was expected of them.” [The Miami Herald, 3/4/07]

Lawmakers Grumbled Privately That Rubio Had High Ambitions. “Rubio is the first Cuban-American speaker of the
House and, at 35, the second-youngest speaker in modern history.
As the Miami Republican takes command of his first regular session Tuesday, it’s clear his ambitions are not confined to his
final two years in office. Possessed with charm and an intriguing personal storyline, Rubio is heralded as the next big thing. ‘I
wouldn’t be surprised if he’s governor some day,’ said Rep. Dennis Baxley, R-Ocala. ‘Or maybe even president.’ As Rubio’s
profile has grown, however, so has the grumbling. Some Republicans privately say - none will criticize him for the record - he
is already reaching for higher office. Rubio denies that and insists he has no idea what the future holds.” [St. Petersburg Times,
3/4/07]
Rubio Said That The Working Class Depends On “People’s Leftover Money.” “House Speaker Marco Rubio caused an
uproar this morning on The Jim DeFede Show. He informed listeners that his dad was a bartender and mom a casino maid,
and that the working class ‘depends on people’s leftover money.’ The remarks came as Rubio defended the House plan to
eliminate property taxes in favor of a 2.5 percent sales tax increase. The more money people have to spend, he argued, the
better off the working class will be -- a sort of trickle down theory. The more disposable income there is, ‘the faster the
working class can join, can grow into the ranks of homeownership, can send their kids to college,’ Rubio said. But several
angry callers were quick to respond. The working people are what built this county,” said a man named Cliff. ‘We didn’t live
off of handouts, which is what he’s suggesting...It’s just very offensive to me. It’s a typical Republican looking down their
noses at the average guy.’ ‘I never said people live off the handouts,” Rubio said after calling back. ‘What I said is (it’s the

working class) that depends disproportionately on the disposable income of others. And there’s no denying that.’” [St.
Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 2/26/07]
Rubio Forced Representatives Don Brown And Dennis Ross After they Voted Against The Property Insurance Bill,
Were Members Of Rubio’s Inner Circle. “State Rep. Don Brown was positioned to spend his last two years in office
among the Legislature’s elite as a member of House Speaker Marco Rubio’s inner circle. His fall from grace was steep and
sudden, the result of one vote taken before this year’s legislative session even began. It came Jan. 22 during the special session
when Brown, R-DeFuniak Springs, defied Rubio and fellow lawmakers by voting against a bill that will bring sweeping
changes to the state’s insurance industry. The bill passed 116-2 in the House and unanimously in the 40-member Senate. Rubio
had little to say about the demotions of Brown and state Rep. Dennis Ross of Lakeland, another council chair who voted
against the insurance package. He said in a Jan. 24 news release that resignations from both men had been ‘offered’ and
accepted. Brown agreed to some extent with Rubio’s terse explanation. He said he knows House leaders are expected to tow
the party line on speaker-supported legislation.” [McClatchy-Tribune Business News, 2/11/07]
The Miami Herald Editorial: Rubio Should Be Commended For His Work On Property Insurance As He
“Admirably Wrestled” The Issue In A Bi-Partisan Fashion, Work Remained Incomplete. “After years of pro-insurer
bills and painful rate hikes for homeowners, Florida legislators finally have delivered consumer protections and price relief for
insurance-weary homeowners. Credit Gov. Charlie Crist for calling the special session on property insurance and demanding,
down to the wire, that legislators deliver. They did, and Floridians insured by private firms will reap the biggest rewards -- a
projected average savings of 22 percent. This good turn is a dramatic turn-around from where we were a year ago. Legislative
leaders, particularly House Speaker Marco Rubio and Senate President Ken Pruitt, admirably wrestled with tough insurance
issues in a bipartisan manner. They also were willing to compromise. But their job isn’t finished. As Mr. Rubio says, the only
way Florida can permanently reduce insurance costs is to reduce hurricane losses, which means that properties must be made
stronger. An effective My Safe Florida Home program, with an additional $100 million in federal funds, should pay off in
lowered future storm damages and insurance claims. Ditto for ending the Panhandle exemption to the state building code.
Strengthening the code should be on the regular session agenda.” [The Miami Herald Editorial, 1/24/07]
Rubio Believed That Florida No Longer Had “A Two-Party System” Anymore. “In Florida, Republicans now hold a 21 majority in the Legislature, with solid control of both the House and Senate. Republican Gov. Jeb Bush is in his second
term. Yet this year’s regular session was one of the most difficult in recent memory. The Republican House and Republican
Senate couldn’t see eye to eye on medical malpractice, workers’ compensation or telephone rates. They ended their regular
session earlier this month without a budget for the next fiscal year, and had to come back to Tallahassee for a 14-day special
session. Discussing the poll and the frustrations of the session recently, Republican House Majority Leader Marco Rubio
sounded almost wistful in his obligatory slap at the Democrats. ‘The bottom line is, we no longer have a two-party system in
Florida,’ Rubio told The Palm Beach Post. ‘We have the Republicans . . . and then we have a second party that has given up
putting forward any concrete and serious policy initiatives for the people of Florida.’” [The Atlanta Journal-Constitution,
5/25/03]

REAGAN LIBRARY SPEECH
Townhall.com Op-Ed: Rubio Gave A Courageous Speech At The Reagan Library, Rubio Took A “Bold Step At Our
Problems.” “Our fiscal crisis is undeniable. The trillions in debt we’ve taken on to finance massive government spending has
resulted in the unthinkable downgrading in rating of our government’s bonds. But Senator Rubio took a bold step beyond
looking at our problems just as an accountant. He suggested that we cannot separate our budget from our culture. The culture
of government has displaced the culture of personal responsibility. I have been making the point for years regarding what the
welfare state culture has done in our black communities. How it has created a permanent underclass, defined by family
breakdown, sexual promiscuity, disease, and crime. American culture has changed profoundly over these years that Americans
have come to increasingly believe that government social engineering can solve life’s problems and challenges. [Townhall.com
Op-Ed, 9/5/11]
MSNBC’s Ed Schultz Criticized Rubio Over Leadership PAC Solicitation; Upset With Rubio’s Position That
Entitlement Programs ‘Weakened’ Americans. On his show, “In an agitated tone, Schultz read from the fundraising email
sent out by Rubio’s PAC, Reclaiming America, which called Maddow and Schultz ‘extreme liberals.’ Schultz said he, on short
notice, invited the rising Republican star onto his Thursday show and was rebuffed by the office. Schultz said the door is
always open for a debate between himself and the Republican. Representatives with Rubio’s office did not immediately

respond to requests for comment. ‘If I could, I would work like hell to defeat you, because I think you are the problem. You
are problem. You attack without facts. You attack without the human connection that your party has helped us lose in this
country,’ Schultz directed at Rubio, concluding the segment.” [Politico On Media, 9/2/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio Was Wrong In Regards To Social Security’s Solvency. Dean Baker of the Center of Economic and Policy
Research stated that many of Rubio’s assumptions about Social Security speech at the Reagan Library were “incorrect, but,
fortunately, there is little cause for concern.” “For instance, he mentioned that his mother has paid into the Social Security
system, and it would be difficult to tell her she was being kicked off the program. However, he then said of his generation
“that if we want there to be a Social Security and a Medicare when we retire, and if we want America as we know it to continue
when we retire, then we must accept and begin to make changes to those programs now, for us.” Protecting benefits of people
currently receiving benefits from these programs is commendable. However, the assertion that Social Security will not be there
by the time Rubio is eligible is simply wrong. Congressional Budget Office projections show that the program will be able to
pay full benefits through the year 2038. If the projections prove accurate, and Congress never makes any changes to the
program, then Social Security is projected to be able to pay slightly more than 80 percent of scheduled benefits in subsequent
years. This means that Rubio would be able to anticipate a benefit of $40,645 in 2038 and at least $32,516 in subsequent years
(both in today’s dollars). The senator also implied that the ratio of workers to beneficiaries has drastically shifted from a 16-to1 ratio when the program began to a 2-to-1 ratio in the near future. In actuality, 50 years ago there were just five workers for
every retiree. In this same 50-year span, the tax rate for Social Security has more than doubled, from 3 percent for the
employer and employee in 1960 to 6.2 percent for each at present. The taxable base has risen considerably, from $4,800 of pay
in 1961 (roughly $30,000 in today’s dollars) to $106,800 in 2011, as well.” [Dean Baker Tampa Tribune, 8/29/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio Was A” Rising Star” In the Republican Party; Reagan Speech Was “Praised.” In regards to Rubio’s
Reagan Library Speech, “Rubio, 40, is considered one of the rising stars in the Republican Party, especially among tea party
groups. He spoke at the Ronald Reagan Library last week about two favorite conservative themes — too much government
and entitlements. His speech built on a major theme of Reagan’s administration: ‘The proper role of government.’ It has been
praised by conservative commentators and leaders since it was delivered.” [Bill Rufty The Ledger, 8/28/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio Did Not Present A “Better Alternative” To A Publicly Financed Welfare State. In an Op-Ed by Conor
Friedersdorf of The Atlantic stated: Rubio “doesn’t offer an alternative. Here is what he says we should do: double down on
the free enterprise system; embrace a simpler tax code; reform the regulatory state; invest in infrastructure; empower people to
enter the work force; understand that the goal of public policy should be growth. Okay. I’d vote for a guy who ran on that
platform. But it is center-right boilerplate. What Republican disagrees? Rubio finally says that he believes in a safety net,
including Social Security and Medicare (though reformed in some unspecified way that makes them solvent). But aren’t those
the kinds of programs that were weakening America earlier in his speech? What does Rubio want to do? Nothing very specific,
insofar as I can tell. He’s young, so there’s time yet for him to do better. But evaluating him based on this speech, I don’t see
what all the fuss is about.” [Conor Friedersdorf, The Atlantic, 8/24/11]
Rubio: Liberals Were “Ill-Intentioned, But Were Wrong.” Rubio was asked at the Reagan library, “Asked how to turn
‘our liberal friends’ away from government spending, Rubio said, ‘I think they are Americans who love their country, who
want a nation of prosperity and compassion, who think government is the only institution that can do that. And the truth is
that, there is no nation on Earth that has been able to do that. It’s not because they’re ill-intentioned, and they don’t love
America, it’s because they’re wrong. The truth is on our side.’” [Las Angelas Times Blog, 8/24/11]

Univision Controversies
Univision Acknowledged That They Provided Options To Rubio Regarding The Story About His Brother In Law’s
Drug Bust, Republicans Made A Mistake For Boycotting A Univision Debate. The New Yorker wrote a story regarding
Univision and The Miami Herald Times story on Rubio’s Brother In Law. Executives from Univsion did acknowledge that
they provided three options to Rubio about how to deal with the story. Either there would be a standalone article on Orlano
Cicillia; Rubio would sit down for a network profile; or he would appeared on ‘Al Punto.’ However, the issue of his brother in
law’s drug bust would have been raised no matter what venue. The article depicts the events of how the original story in July
did not received attention, however, two months later the Miami Herald reported how Univision may have attempted a quid
pro quo. The Republican candidates then said they would boycott a debate that was going to be hosted by Univision. Haim
Saban, chairman of Univision, believed it was a mistake for the Republican candidates to ignore Hispanic voters by boycotting
their debate.” [The New Yorker, 1/9/12]



The New Yorker Article On Marco Rubio Demonstrated Univision’s Biases And That The Network Offered
Options To Rubio In Regards To His Brother In Law’s Drug Bust. According to The Miami Herald’s Naked
Politics Blog, “Univision honchos showed they’re biased when it comes to covering immigration and they acknowledge
offering ‘options’ to Sen. Marco Rubio amid talks over a controversial story about the drug bust of the Republican’s
brother in law a quarter century ago. That’s a takeaway from the New Yorker’s piece ‘War of Choice. Marco Rubio and
the G.O.P play a dangerous game on immigration.’ It hits news stands tomorrow. The piece mentions our Oct. 1 Miami
Herald report (it is here in full) in which Univision insiders and Rubio staffers told us that the network’s news chief, Isaac
Lee, offered to soften or kill a story about the drug bust if the Senator cooperated with the network. Based largely on the
Herald report, Republican presidential candidates later announced they’d boycott a proposed Univision debate if the
network or Lee didn’t apologize. Lee denies offering a quid pro quo. He wouldn’t speak with us for our original piece, and
instead issued a written statement. He sat down with The New Yorker, though, and shed more light on the subject: ‘[H]e
oﬀered three Univision options: report a stand-alone news story on Orlando Cicilia; have Senator Rubio coöperate on a
network proﬁle; or have him be interviewed on Jorge Ramos’s ‘Al Punto.’ Whatever the venue, Lee says, the issue of
Orlando Cicilia would have been raised.’ That means a standalone drug-bust story might not run depending on how Rubio
played his cards. That is, if Rubio appeared on ‘Al Punto’ and answered a question or two about Cicilia as part of a
broader interview, then a standalone drug-bust story might not run. And just because an issue is ‘raised’ in an interview
doesn’t always mean it will be fully broadcast.’” [The Miami Herald, Naked Politics Blog, 1/2/12]

Presidential Candidates Boycotted Univision Debate After The Program Was Charged With Extorting Rubio.
According to The Wall Street Journal, “Sen. Marco Rubio, a Cuban-American Republican from Florida, has been hailed in the
GOP as someone who could draw more Hispanics to the party. Yet an escalating dispute between him and Univision, the
largest Spanish-language television network in the country, could complicate the GOP’s efforts to reach out to Latinos. The
spat stems from an allegation, reported in the Miami Herald last week but denied by the network, that it offered to soften or
kill a July 11 report about Mr. Rubio’s brother-in-law, who was convicted for marijuana and cocaine trafficking in 1989, if the
senator appeared on its Sunday news program ‘Al Punto,’ where he would likely face questions about his immigration stances.
In response to the allegation, three political allies of Mr. Rubio’s accused Univision of attempting to “extort” the senator. They
called for the Republican presidential contenders to boycott a planned GOP debate on the network on Jan. 29—two days
before the new Florida primary date announced by state officials a week ago.” [Wall Street Journal, 10/10/11]
Univision Denied Coercing Rubio. According to the Associated Press, “The Univision television network denied
allegations Tuesday that it told Republican Sen. Marco Rubio it might not broadcast a story about a relative’s decades-old drug
conviction if he appeared on its news programs. The story about his brother-in-law’s late 1980s cocaine trafficking conviction
ran in July and Rubio did not appear on the network. The Spanish-language network says it never used the story to pressure
Rubio to appear. Rubio’s spokesman declined comment to The Associated Press but told The Miami Herald that the
network’s head of news insinuated the offer on a conference call. That description of the call matched a similar account that
the newspaper obtained from separate sources.” [Associated Press via The Boston Globe, 10/5/11]
Florida Republicans Called For Boycott Of Univision Over How The Network Treated Rubio. According to Fox
News Latino, “A close friend of Rubio’s, Congressman David Rivera, and other Florida Republicans called for the presidential
candidates to boycott Univision for how the network strong armed Rubio. “Florida Republicans are calling for a GOP boycott
of Univision after the Spanish Language network has been accused of trying to strong-arm U.S. Senator Marco Rubio into
appearing in one of its news programs by offering to soften a news story on his brother-in-law. In an open letter to the
Republican National Committee, U.S. Congressman David Rivera and state representatives Carlos López-Cantera and Erik
Frese are calling on Republican presidential aspirants to boycott the network until it apologizes to Rubio. Univision has
adamantly denied making an offer to Rubio – and said in a statement any suggestion that it did was ‘defamatory.’ ‘With respect
to Senator Rubio, Univision covered the story in the same objective, fair manner we cover every significant story,’ the network
said in a statement. ‘Univision did not offer to soften or spike a story...we would not make such an offer to any other subject
of a news story and did not offer it in this case.’” [Fox News Latino, 10/4/11]
Five Republicans Presidential Boycotted Univision Debate As They Claimed The Company Attempted To Extort
Rubio. The Miami Herald reported that “Five Republican presidential candidates are boycotting a proposed Univision debate
due to allegations that the Spanish-language media giant tried to strongarm Sen. Marco Rubio, a vice-presidential shortlister,
with a controversial story about a relative. Mitt Romney, Herman Cain, Rick Perry, Jon Huntsman and Michele Bachmann all
issued statements saying that Univision needed to make amends before they would appear at the debate, tentatively scheduled
for two days before Florida’s Jan. 31 primary. The five made their separate announcements throughout the day at the behest

of three Florida Hispanic Republican lawmakers who noted that the senator’s office and Univision insiders said Univision
publicized an embarrassing story about Rubio’s brother in law because he wouldn’t sit down for an interview on the show Al
Punto, which has espoused a liberal line on the hot-topic of immigration. [The Miami Herald, 10/4/11]
In Order To Stop The Story Regarding Drugs And Rubio’s Brother-In-Law, Rubio And Univison Had A Quid Pro
Quo Deal In In The Making. According to The Miami Herald Rubio and Univsion were in talks about delaying or not even
producing the story regarding Rubio’s brother-in-law. Univision offered Rubio to appear on their show Al Punto, he did not
not, so the story ran.”Days before Univision aired a controversial story this summer about the decades-old drug bust of Marco
Rubio’s brother-in-law, top staff with the Spanish-language media powerhouse offered what sounded like a deal to the U.S.
senator’s staff. If Rubio appeared on Al Punto —Univision’s national television show where the topic of immigration would
likely be discussed — then the story of his brother-in-law’s troubles would be softened or might not run at all, according to
Univision insiders and the Republican senator’s staff. They say the offer was made by Univision’s president of news, Isaac
Lee.” [The Miami Herald, 10/1/1]

Staff Controversies
Rubio’s Chief Of Staff, Cesar Conda Received $50,000 To $100,000 In Payments From His Old Lobbying Firm,
Navigators Global. According to the Republic Report, “Conda left Navigators Global in January of 2011 only days before
being tapped as Rubio’s chief of staff, the most influential non-elected position in a congressional office. But the relationship
with Navigators Global, which continues to lobby Congress for at least 16 different clients — including private prison
powerhouse GEO Group, New York Life Insurance, and UPS — didn’t end. Republic Report reviewed Conda’s latest
personal finance disclosure, filed last month with the Senate clerk’s office, which reveals that he received between $50,000 to
$100,000 in payments from Navigators Global after becoming a public servant under Rubio.” [Republic Report, 6/4/12]
Op-Ed: Former Rubio Staffer, Michael Brennan, Who Was Fired After Being Accused Of Domestic Violence,
Believed That Rubio Was The Best Choice For Romney. According to Michael Brennan, “As the pundits continue to
speculate and the Romney team looks for a suitable running mate, they need not look any further than Sen. Marco Rubio.
Rubio brings not only the intellect and leadership required by the job, having served eight years in the Florida Legislature, two
as Speaker of the House, he is also the only person who can fill all the gaps that Romney is perceived to have. No other
potential vice presidential candidate can bring everything to the table that Rubio can. Others can deliver a state or perhaps
bring comfort to certain factions of the party; Rubio is simply the only potential running mate that meets each and every need
for Romney, and can deliver the biggest prize of all, Florida, in November. Rubio will be 41 in May. His age alone will attract
voters who may traditionally vote for Democrats.” [Fort Myers News-Press, Michael Brennan, 5/2/12]
Rubio’s Southwest Regional Director Resigned After He Was Arrested On A Domestic Battery Charge, Charged
With Rolling Her Up In A Carpet And Punching and Kicking Her. According to the Assocaited Press, “A regional
director for U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio resigned Monday after his arrest days earlier on a domestic battery charge, accused by his
wife of rolling her up in a carpet and punching and kicking her, according to the arrest report. Earlier Monday, Rubio
spokesman Alex Conant told The Associated Press that Michael Brennan, the regional director for Southwest Florida, had
been put on administrative leave pending an internal investigation by the lawmaker’s office. Lee County deputies showed up at
Michael and Kelly Brennan’s apartment Friday after she called 911 during an argument and then hung up. Kelly Brennan’s
elbow was swollen with spots of dried blood and she was visibly upset, according to the arrest report. Kelly Brennan said in
the report that her husband pushed her and she fell on top of a carpet in the garage. She claims he rolled her up in the carpet
‘as if I was dead or something’ and kicked and punched the carpet with her inside, according to the report.” [Associated Press
via The Miami Herald, 1/23/12]


Rubio’s Southwest Florida Regional Director Was Arrested For Battery Charges. According to the Naples Daily
News, “The Southwest Florida regional director for Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) was arrested on battery charges in Lee
County this weekend. Michael J. Brennan, of the 1400 block of Bellino Terrace, Bonita Springs, was arrested Saturday
morning by Lee deputies at the Quality Inn Suites on Indian Paint Lane. The 39 year old is facing a misdemeanor battery
charge. He was released Saturday afternoon after posting $1,000 bond. In a written statement, a spokesperson for Sen.
Rubio said, ‘We take these charges very seriously and are disturbed about the incident. We are monitoring the situation
and are awaiting further details.’” [Naples Daily News, 1/22/12]



Charges Of Domestic Violence Battery Were Dropped Against Rubio’s Former Aide. According to WINK News,
“The case against Michael Brennan, Marco Rubio’s Southwest Florida Regional Director, has been closed. The Office of
the State Attorney website says that the case has been closed due to ‘insufficient evidence to prove beyond reasonable
doubt.’ Brennan was arrested and charged with Domestic Violence Battery.” [WINK News, 1/31/12]

Voter Purges
Rubio Defended Governor Rick Scott’s Efforts To Purge Voter Rolls, Said It Was Not An Effort To Purge Latinos.
“Florida Sen. Marco Rubio on Tuesday defended controversial efforts by Florida Gov. Rick Scott to purge the Sunshine
State’s voter rolls, denying it has targeted Hispanics. ‘I wouldn’t characterize it as an effort to purge Latinos from the voting
rolls,’ Rubio told reporters at a breakfast hosted by Bloomberg News. ‘I think there’s the goal of ensuring that everyone who
votes in Florida is qualified to vote. If you’re not a citizen of the United States, you shouldn’t be voting. That’s the law.’” [USA
Today, 6/13/12]

Senate
Rubio Was Appointed To The Committees On Commerce; Science And Technology; Foreign Relations; And Small
Business And Entrepreneurship; And The Select Committee On Intelligence. According to the Congressional Record,
Rubio was appointed to the Committees On Commerce, Science And Technology, Foreign Relations, Small Business And
Entrepreneurship, and the Select Committee On Intelligence. “Mr. McCONNELL submitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to: S. Res. 43… COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION:
Mrs. Hutchison, Ms. Snowe, Mr. Ensign, Mr. DeMint, Mr. Thune, Mr. Wicker, Mr. Isakson, Mr. Blunt, Mr. Boozman, Mr.
Toomey, Mr. Rubio, and Ms. Ayotte… COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS: Mr. Lugar, Mr. Corker, Mr. Risch, Mr.
Rubio, Mr. Inhofe, Mr. DeMint, Mr. Isakson, Mr. Barrasso, and Mr. Lee… COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP: Ms. Snowe, Mr. Vitter, Mr. Risch, Mr. Rubio, Mr. Paul, Ms. Ayotte, Mr. Enzi, Mr. Brown
(Massachusetts), and Mr. Moran… SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE: Mr. Chambliss, Ms. Snowe, Mr. Burr,
Mr. Risch, Mr. Coats, Mr. Blunt, and Mr. Rubio.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 1, 2/3/12]

RESOLUTIONS
Rubio Introduced A Resolution That Honored The Life and Legal Of Vaclav Havel. “Mr. RUBIO… submitted the
following concurrent resolution; which was considered and agreed to: S. Con. Res. 34… Resolved by the Senate (the House of
Representatives concurring), That Congress-- (1) mourns the loss of Václav Havel and offers its heartfelt condolences to the
Havel family and the people of the Czech Republic; (2) recognizes Václav Havel’s courage and commitment to democratic
values in the face of communist repression; (3) recognizes Václav Havel’s pivotal historical legacy in defeating the ideology of
communism, peacefully ending the Cold War, and building a Europe that is democratic, united, and at peace; (4) recognizes
Václav Havel’s solidarity with democratic dissidents throughout the world and support for the expansion of freedom,
including in Belarus, Iran, Cuba, and Burma; and (5) reaffirms the commitment of the United States to the causes of freedom,
democracy, and human rights for which Václav Havel stood.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 54, 1/30/12]


Rubio Sponsored A Resolution Honoring Vaclav Havel. According to CRS, the resolution “Mourns the loss of
Vaclav Havel and offers condolences to the Havel family and the people of the Czech Republic. Recognizes Vaclav
Havel’s: (1) courage and commitment to democratic values in the face of communist repression, (2) historical legacy in
defeating communism and building a democratic Europe, and (3) solidarity with democratic dissidents throughout the
world and support for the expansion of freedom, including in Belarus, Iran, Cuba, and Burma. Reaffirms the commitment
of the United States to the causes of freedom, democracy, and human rights for which Vaclav Havel stood.” [CRS,
1/30/12]

Rubio Sponsored A Resolution That Honored Human Rights Advocate Laura Pollan. According to CRS, “recognizes
and honors Laura Pollan for her peaceful struggle to bring human rights and democracy to Cuba. Offers condolences to her
family, friends, and loved ones. Expresses hope that in memory of Laura Pollan, peaceful dissidents in Cuba will no longer be
incarcerated or subjected to human-rights abuses.” [CRS, 12/1/11]

Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution Honoring Former Senator Charles Percy. “Mr. DURBIN (for himself…Mr.
Rubio)…S.Res 271… Resolved, That the Senate-- (1) expresses profound sorrow at the death of the Honorable Charles H.
Percy, former Senator for the State of Illinois; (2) conveys the condolences of the Senate to the family of the Honorable
Charles H. Percy; (3) respectfully requests the Secretary of the Senate to transmit a copy of this resolution to the House of
Representatives and the family of the Honorable Charles H. Percy; and (4) requests that when the Senate adjourns today, it
stand adjourned as a further mark of respect to the memory of the Honorable Charles H. Percy.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 49,
9/19/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution Honoring Former Senator Malcom Wallop. “Mr. ENZI (for himself…Mr. Rubio)…
S. Res. 268… Resolved, That-- (1) the Senate has heard with profound sorrow and deep regret the announcement of the death
of the Honorable Malcolm Wallop, former member of the Senate; and (2) the Secretary of the Senate communicate this
resolution to the House of Representatives and transmit an enrolled copy of this resolution to the family of the deceased.”
[Marco Rubio CR Article 45, 9/15/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution Honoring Former senator Mark Hatfield. “Mr. WYDEN (for himself...Mr.
Rubio)…S. Res. 257… Resolved, That-- (1) the Senate has heard with profound sorrow and deep regret the announcement of
the death of the Honorable Mark Hatfield, former member of the Senate; (2) the Secretary of the Senate communicate this
resolution to the House of Representatives and transmit an enrolled copy of this resolution to the family of the deceased; and
(3) when the Senate adjourns today, the Senate stands adjourned as a further mark of respect to the memory of the Honorable
Mark Hatfield.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 46, 9/6/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution That Designated August 16,2011 As “National Airborne Day.” “Mr. REED of
Rhode Island (for himself…Mr. Rubio)…S. Res. 254…Resolved, That the Senate-- (1) designates August 16, 2011, as
‘National Airborne Day’; and (2) calls on the people of the United States to observe National Airborne Day with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 56, 8/2/11]
Rubio Co-Submitted A Resolution Horning E. Thom Rumberger For His Contributions To The Everglades. “Mr.
NELSON of Florida (for himself and Mr. Rubio) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on
the Judiciary: S. Res. 249 Whereas E. Thom Rumberger served in the United States Marine Corps; Whereas Thom Rumberger
earned a bachelor’s degree, with honors, and a J.D. from the University of Florida; Whereas Thom Rumberger was a founding
partner of the law firm Rumberger, Kirk & Caldwell, which has represented multinational corporations such as American
Airlines, Inc., Sears, Roebuck and Co., and Toyota Motor Corporation; Whereas Thom Rumberger was listed in Florida Super
Lawyers every year from 2007 to 2010; Whereas Thom Rumberger was appointed Circuit Judge in the 18th Judicial Circuit of
Florida in 1969; Whereas Thom Rumberger committed himself to numerous acts of public service, including serving on the
Federal Judicial Advisory Commission of Florida and the Board of Supervisors of the Spaceport Florida Authority; Whereas
Thom Rumberger was one of the most steadfast champions of the Everglades in Florida; Whereas Thom Rumberger served as
lead counsel for the Everglades Foundation since 1999; Whereas Thom Rumberger was instrumental in the passage of 2
amendments to the Florida Constitution and of section 601 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2000 (Public Law
106-541; 114 Stat. 2680), known as the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan; Whereas Thom Rumberger was
instrumental in obtaining several billion dollars in funding for Everglades restoration; and Whereas Thom Rumberger served
on the Florida Governor’s 2001 Select Task Force on Elections and the 2002 Select Task Force on Election Procedures,
Standards and Technology, and was Chairman of the Legislature’s Study Committee on Public Records in 2002: Now,
therefore, be it Resolved, That the Senate-- (1) recognizes and honors the professional success of E. Thom Rumberger; and (2)
recognizes and honors the lifelong dedication of Thom Rumberger to the protection of the Florida Everglades.” [Marco Rubio
CR Article 71, 8/1/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution That Called For An Increase Of Awareness, Diagnosis, And Treatment Of Atrial
Fibrillation. “Mr. CRAPO (for himself…Mr. Rubio)… S. Res. 243… Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate that the
Secretary of Health and Human Services should work with leaders in the medical community to explore ways to improve
medical research, screening and prevention methods, and surveillance efforts in order to prevent and appropriately manage
atrial fibrillation, including by--(1) advancing the development of process and outcome measures for the management of atrial
fibrillation by national developers; (2) facilitating the adoption of evidence-based guidelines by the medical community to
improve patient outcomes; (3) advancing atrial fibrillation research and education by-- (A) encouraging basic science research
to determine the causes and optimal treatments for atrial fibrillation; (B) exploring development of screening tools and
protocols to determine the risk of developing atrial fibrillation; and (C) enhancing current surveillance and tracking systems to
include atrial fibrillation; and [Page: S5078] GPO’s PDF (4) improving access to appropriate medical care for patients suffering

from atrial fibrillation by encouraging education programs that promote collaboration among the Federal health agencies and
that increase public and clinician awareness of atrial fibrillation, including risk assessment, screening, treatment, and
appropriate clinical management.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 44, 7/29/11]
Rubio Co-Introduced An Amendment Commemorating September 11th. “Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself...Mr.
Rubio)… submitted the following resolution; which was considered and agreed to: S. Res. 237…Resolved, That the Senate-(1) recognizes September 11, 2011, as a day of solemn commemoration of the events of September 11, 2001, and a day to
come together as a Nation; (2) offers its deepest and most sincere condolences to the families, friends, and loved ones of the
innocent victims of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks; (3) honors the heroic service, actions, and sacrifices of first
responders, law enforcement personnel, State and local officials, volunteers, and countless others who aided the innocent
victims of those attacks and, in doing so, bravely risked and often gave their own lives;(4) recognizes the valiant service,
actions, and sacrifices of United States personnel, including members of the United States Armed Forces, the United States
intelligence agencies, the United States diplomatic service, homeland security and law enforcement personnel, and their
families, who have given so much, including their lives and well-being, to support the cause of freedom and defend the
security of the United States; (5) reaffirms that the people of the United States will never forget the challenges our country
endured on and since September 11, 2001, and will work tirelessly to defeat those who attacked the United States; and (6) on
the 10th anniversary of this tragic day in United States history-- (A) calls upon all of the people and institutions of the United
States to observe a moment of remembrance on September 11, 2011, including-- (i) media outlets; (ii) houses of worship; (iii)
military organizations; (iv) veterans organizations; (v) airlines; (vi) airports; (vii) railroads; (viii) sports teams; (ix) the Federal
Government; (x) State and local governments; (xi) police, fire, and other public institutions; (xii) educational institutions; (xiii)
businesses; and (xiv) other public and private institutions; and (B) encourages the observance of the moment of remembrance
or prayer to last for 1 minute beginning at 1:00 PM Eastern Daylight Time by, to the maximum extent practicable-- (i) ceasing
all work or other activity; and (ii) marking the moment in an appropriate manner, including by ringing bells, blowing whistles,
or sounding sirens.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 75, 7/22/11]
Rubio Co-Submitted A Resolution Designation September 2011 As National Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month.
“Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. NELSON of Florida) submitted the following resolution; which was considered and agreed
to: S. Res. 236 Whereas the estimated 1,275,000 people in the United States who live with a spinal cord injury cost society
billions of dollars in health care costs and lost wages; Whereas an estimated 100,000 of those individuals living with a spinal
cord injury are veterans who suffered the spinal cord injury while serving as members of the United States Armed Forces;
Whereas accidents are the leading cause of spinal cord injuries; Whereas motor vehicle crashes are the second leading cause of
spinal cord and traumatic brain injuries; Whereas 70 percent of all spinal cord injuries that occur in children under the age of
18 are a result of motor vehicle accidents; Whereas every 48 seconds a person will become paralyzed, underscoring the urgent
need to develop new neuroprotection, pharmacological, and regeneration treatments to reduce, prevent, and reverse paralysis;
and Whereas increased education and investment in research are key factors in improving outcomes for victims of spinal cord
injuries, improving the quality of life of victims, and ultimately curing paralysis: Now, therefore, be it Resolved, That the
Senate-- (1) designates September 2011 as Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month; (2) supports the goals and ideals of Spinal
Cord Injury Awareness Month; (3) continues to support research to find better treatments, therapies, and a cure for paralysis;
(4) supports clinical trials for new therapies that offer promise and hope to those persons living with paralysis; and (5)
commends the dedication of local, regional, and national organizations, researchers, doctors, volunteers, and people across the
United States that are working to improve the quality of life of persons living with paralysis and their families.” [Marco Rubio
CR Article 37, 7/21/11]


Rubio Sponsored A Resolution Designating September 2011 As National Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month,
Writer Noted That As Of April 2012 This Was His Only Legislative Accomplishment. According to CRS,
“Designates September 2011 as National Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month. Expresses support for: (1) research to find
better treatments, therapies, and a cure for paralysis; and (2) clinical trials for new therapies for those living with paralysis.
Commends the dedication of organizations, researchers, doctors and people across the United States that are working to
improve the quality of life of persons living with paralysis and their families.” Raul Reyes writes that “his [Rubio] only
legislative accomplishment at the national level has been designating September as ‘National Spinal Cord Injury Awareness
Month.’” [CRS, 7/21/11; Paul Reyes, Eurasia Review, 4/16/12]

Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution That Commended And Express Thanks To Members Of The Intelligence
Community. “Mr. DEMINT (for himself…Mr. Rubio)…S. Res. 213… Resolved, That the Senate-- (1) commends the
professionals of the United States intelligence community for their dedication; (2) expresses thanks to the employees of the
Central Intelligence Agency for their selfless service; (3) recognizes that continued investigation of employees of the Central
Intelligence Agency for their involvement in a detention and interrogation program that helped to save lives by averting

terrorist attacks on the United States is unwarranted and will likely have a chilling effect on the critical work of their colleagues
and other United States national security professionals; (4) urges the President and the Attorney General to immediately close
the Department of Justice’s ongoing investigation, and decline future prosecution, of Central Intelligence Agency employees
for actions related to the interrogation of detainees at overseas locations, including the use of enhanced interrogation
techniques on detained terrorists at such locations; and (5) urges the President to develop and implement policies allowing for
the long-term detention and interrogation by the intelligence community of high-value detainees, including detainees who are
captured overseas or are in the custody of foreign countries.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 69, 6/21/11]
Rubio Sponsored A Bill That Would Recognize UDT-Navy SEAL Museum In Fort Pierce Florida As The Official
Memorial To US Navy SEALs. According to CRS, this bill “Recognizes the Navy UDT-SEAL Museum in Fort Pierce,
Florida, as the official national memorial of Navy SEALs and their predecessors, including the Underwater Demolition Teams,
Naval Combat Demolition Units, and Amphibious Scouts and Raiders.” [CRS, 6/20/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution That Expressed The Sense Of The Senate Regarding The 2011 Earthquake In
Japan. “Mr. REID of Nevada (for himself…Mr. Rubio)…S. Res. 101… Resolved, That the Senate-- (1) mourns the loss of
life resulting from the earthquake and tsunami in Japan on March 11, 2011; (2) expresses its deepest condolences to the
families of the victims of this tragedy; (3) expresses its sympathies to the survivors who are still suffering in the aftermath of
this natural disaster; (4) commends the government of Japan for its courageous and professional response to this natural
disaster; (5) supports the efforts already underway by the United States Government, relief agencies, and private citizens to
assist the government and people of Japan in their time of need; and (6) urges the United States and the international
community to provide additional humanitarian assistance to aid the survivors and support reconstruction efforts.” [Marco
Rubio CR Article 66, 3/14/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution That Honored Those Who Carried Out The Mission That Killed Osama Bin
Laden. “Mr. REID of Nevada (for himself…Mr. Rubio) S. Res. 159… Resolved, That the Senate-- (1) declares that the death
of Osama bin Laden represents a measure of justice and relief for the families and friends of the nearly 3,000 men and women
who lost their lives on September 11, 2001, the men and women in the United States and around the world who have been
killed by other al Qaeda-sponsored attacks, the men and women of the United States Armed Forces and the intelligence
community who have sacrificed their lives pursuing Osama bin Laden and al Qaeda; (2) commends the men and women of
the United States Armed Forces and the United States intelligence community for the tremendous commitment, perseverance,
professionalism, and sacrifice they displayed in bringing Osama bin Laden to justice; (3) commends the men and women of
the United States Armed Forces and the United States intelligence community for committing themselves to defeating,
disrupting, and dismantling al Qaeda; (4) commends the President for ordering the successful operations to locate and
eliminate Osama bin Laden; and (5) reaffirms its commitment to disrupting, dismantling, and defeating al Qaeda and affiliated
organizations around the world that threaten United States national security, eliminating a safe haven for terrorists in
Afghanistan and Pakistan, and bringing terrorists to justice.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 65, 3/3/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution That Recognized The Defense Intelligence Agency On Its 50th Anniversary.
“Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself…Mr. Rubio)… submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Select
Committee on Intelligence: S. Res. 86…Resolved, That the Senate-- (1) congratulates the men and women of the Defense
Intelligence Agency on the occasion of the Agency’s 50th Anniversary; (2) honors the heroic sacrifice of the employees of the
Defense Intelligence Agency who have given their lives, or have been wounded or injured, in the service of the United States
during the past 50 years; and (3) expresses gratitude to all the men and women of the Defense Intelligence Agency for their
past and continued efforts to provide timely and accurate intelligence support to deliver overwhelming advantage to our
warfighters, defense planners, and defense and national security policymakers in the defense and security of the United States.”
[Marco Rubio CR Article 80, 3/1/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored Resolution Honoring Former Senator James Albertus McClure. “Mr. CRAPO (for himself… Mr.
RUBIO)… S. Res. 78 Whereas James A. McClure served in the United States Navy during World War II; Whereas James A.
McClure served the state of Idaho as a prosecuting attorney, a city attorney, a member of the Idaho state Senate, and as a
member of the United States House of Representatives; Whereas James A. McClure served the people of Idaho with
distinction for 18 years in the United States Senate; Whereas James A. McClure served the Senate as Chairman of the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources in the Ninety-seventh through Ninety-ninth Congresses and Chairman of the
Senate Republican Conference in the Ninety-seventh and Ninety-eighth Congresses; Whereas James A. McClure served his
caucus as a founding member and Chairman of the Senate Steering Committee in the Ninety-fourth through Ninety-sixth and
Ninety-ninth through One Hundredth Congresses; Now therefore be it Resolved, That the Senate has heard with profound
sorrow and deep regret the announcement of the death of the Honorable James Albertus McClure, former member of the

United States Senate. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate communicate these resolutions to the House of
Representatives and transmit an enrolled copy thereof to the family of the deceased. Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns
today, it stand adjourned as a further mark of respect to the memory of the Honorable James Albertus McClure.” [Marco
Rubio CR Article 41, 2/28/11]
Rubio Honored Ronald Reagan. “Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I am proud to honor Ronald Reagan on the 100th
anniversary of his birth. President Reagan was a man who inspired millions of Americans to serve their country and fulfill its
promise as the shining city on a hill. His genial demeanor, resilience, no-nonsense approach to governing and rock solid
principles attracted flocks of young Americans to the Republican Party, and I am proud to include myself in that number. I
was fortunate to have grown up and come of age politically just as President Reagan was in office. His words and deeds
inspired our entire country to take pride in our patriotic values and the free market principles that have made America
exceptional. He also comforted us during moments of national tragedy. And his willingness to speak out against communism-as both a bankrupt economic system and an immoral violation of human dignity--was a ray of sunlight to those living in its
darkness.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 138, 2/3/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution Honoring The Victims And Heroes Of The Tucson Shooting. “Mr. McCAIN (for
himself…Mr. Rubio)…S. Res. 14… Resolved, That the Senate- (1) condemns in the strongest possible terms the horrific
attack which occurred at the ‘Congress on your Corner’event hosted by Representative Gabrielle Giffords in Tucson, Arizona,
on January 8, 2011; (2) offers its heartfelt condolences to the families, friends, and loved ones of those who were killed in that
attack; (3) expresses its hope for the rapid and complete recovery of those wounded in the shooting; (4) honors the memory of
Christina-Taylor Green, Dorothy Morris, John Roll, Phyllis Schneck, Dorwan Stoddard, and Gabriel Matthew Zimmerman;
(5) applauds the bravery and quick thinking exhibited by those individuals who prevented the gunman from potentially taking
more lives and helped to save those who had been wounded; (6) recognizes the service of the first responders who raced to
the scene and the health care professionals who tended to the victims once they reached the hospital, whose service and skill
saved lives; (7) reaffirms the bedrock principle of American democracy and representative government, which is memorialized
in the First Amendment of the Constitution and which Representative Gabrielle Giffords herself read in the Hall of the House
of Representatives on January 6, 2011, of ‘the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances”; (8) stands firm in its belief in a democracy in which all can participate and in which intimidation and
threats of violence cannot silence the voices of any American; (9) honors the service and leadership of Representative
Gabrielle Giffords, a distinguished member of the House of Representatives, as she courageously fights to recover; and (10)
when adjourning today, shall do so out of respect to the victims of this attack.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 67, 1/25/11]
Rubio Co-Sponsored A Resolution Honoring Senator Mikulski For Becoming The Longest-Serving Female Senator
In History. “Mr. REID of Nevada (for himself… Mr. Rubio)… S. Res. 4 Whereas the Honorable Barbara Mikulski has had a
long and distinguished career as a United States Senator from the State of Maryland; Whereas Senator Mikulski was first
elected to the United States Congress as a member of the House of Representatives in 1976, where she served until winning
election to the Senate in 1986; Whereas Senator Mikulski is the first woman to be elected to statewide office in Maryland;
Whereas, in the 103rd Congress, Senator Mikulski was the first woman to be elected Assistant Senate Democratic Floor
Leader; Whereas Senator Mikulski was the first woman in the Senate Democratic Leadership, serving as Secretary of the
Senate Democratic Conference in the 104th through the 108th Congresses; Whereas in 1997, Senator Mikulski became the
most senior woman serving in the Senate; Whereas Senator Mikulski is the first woman to serve on the Appropriations
Committee of the Senate and the first woman to chair the Appropriations Committee’s Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies; Whereas Senator Mikulski has not only had a path breaking career, but has won the admiration
and respect of colleagues on both sides of the aisle for her hard work, passionate and effective advocacy, commitment to
social and economic justice, and willingness to serve as a mentor and role model to other senators; and Whereas Senator
Mikulski has now surpassed the record of former Senator Margaret Chase Smith as the longest serving female Senator in the
history of the United States: Now, therefore, be it Resolved, That the Senate recognizes and honors Senator Barbara Mikulski
for becoming the longest-serving female Senator in history.” [Marco Rubio CR Article 43, 1/5/11]

Other
Over The Past Few Months, Rubio Has Been On A Media Blitz, Appeared On “The View,” “The Daily Show,”
CNBC, CBS, “Meet The Press” And Fox News Several Times. “If you haven’t seen Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) on
television recently, you cannot have had the remote control in your hand. Rubio has been on a public-relations blitz for the
past couple of months. The freshman senator has been interviewed on ABC’s ‘The View,’ ‘The Daily Show with Jon Stewart,’

CNBC, CBS, CNN, NBC’s ‘Meet the Press’ and Fox News on several occasions. He was also featured this month on the front
page of USA Today. The 41-year-old senator is very newsworthy at the moment, for he is a prime contender to become Mitt
Romney’s running mate and is already the GOP’s leading spokesman on immigration. It remains to be seen, though, whether
the surge of publicity will help or hinder his chances of serving on the GOP ticket.” [The Hill, 6/26/12]
David Axelrod Said That It Would Be An “Insult” To The Hispanic Community Is Rubio Was Selected To The
Ticket. “Univision host Jorge Ramos stated that Obama “broke a major campaign promise” on immigration reform and
asked Axelrod if Romney could potentially win the Latino vote with Rubio as his running mate. ‘I think it would be an insult
to the Hispanic community to choose Sen. Rubio if he thinks that that is somehow -- if Gov. Romney thinks that’s sort of a
‘get out of jail free’ card for all of the things and the positions that he’s taken,’ Axelrod said. Axelrod noted that Romney
opposed the proposed DREAM Act, which would have offered undocumented young people a path to citizenship if they go
to college or join the military.” [Fox News Latino, 6/4/12]
Rubio Campaigned For Richard Mourdock. According to the Indianapolis Star, “A Republican senator from Florida
encouraged Hoosier support of Republican Senate nominee Richard Mourdock by joining the candidate for a public outing to
a Carmel deli. U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio campaigned Monday with Mourdock, who defeated longtime Sen. Richard Lugar in the
May GOP primary. ‘We face some real critical issues as a country, and if we don’t solve these issues, they’re not going to solve
themselves. They’re only going to get worse and harder to fix,’ Rubio said Monday. ‘That’s why I’m excited and hopeful to
bring someone up there like Richard Mourdock.’” [Indianapolis Star, 6/5/12]
Rubio Took Advantage Of The Vice Presidential Search Process As He Used It To Advance His Career. According
to CBS News, “The search for a vice president, as Democratic strategist Chris Lehane describes it, ‘is the original American
Idol/Dancing With The Stars, with some candidates auditioning for the part and others leveraging the stage to launch their
own national careers.’ Marco Rubio is doing both -- and wiping the floor with his competition -- even if it’s unclear whether
he’s really interested in being Romney’s vice president, or if Romney’s all that interested in him. Rubio, the 41-year old senator
from Florida and the country’s most prominent Hispanic Republican, is mentioned in every discussion of potential vice
presidents even though he’s held federal office for less than two years. He has been busy this spring deepening his policy
credentials and beginning to court the voters and politicians who will be crucial if he makes a run for the presidency in 2016 or
2020.” [CBS News, 5/30/12]
Texas GOP Candidate Ted Cruz Was Compared To Rubio. According to the Washington Post, “Like Rubio, who won
his Florida Senate seat in 2010, Cruz has the support of a number of conservative heavyweights up to and including former
Alaska governor Sarah Palin, South Carolina Sen. Jim DeMint, and the Club for Growth… The comparison between Cruz and
Rubio is imperfect largely due to the nature of the candidate Cruz is facing. Unlike then-Florida Gov. Charlie Crist, Dewhurst
retains significant support. Crist was losing his own establishment friends even before he decided to run as an independent;
former governor Jeb Bush’s sons held a fundraiser for Rubio in 2009.” [Washington Post, The Fix, 5/30/12]
Op-Ed: Rubio Was Actually The Anti-Palin. Ann Navarro wrote, “Rubio turns 41 this month and looks even younger. It’s
a mistake to confuse youth with inexperience or lack of gravitas. Democrats know this — which is why they’ve launched preemptive attacks on him. They may understand what some Republicans seem not to. Even though there are undeniable
differences between Latinos from different parts of the country, we share common experiences and heritage. Rubio could
draw on those similarities and move the needle some with Latinos — in addition to rallying conservatives and Americans
dissatisfied with Obama. Rubio is far from perfect. There are issues in his past that he’s had to explain. But he’s far from being
a political shooting star with a Latino surname. He deserves to be taken seriously.” [Politico, Ann Navarro, 5/22/12]
Rubio Called Obama The “Most Divisive” Political Figure In Modern American History. According to The Hill, “Sen.
Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) fired up South Carolina Republicans with an attack on President Obama Saturday night, calling him ‘a
different person’ from the one who ran for the office in 2008 and one of the most ‘divisive’ political figures the country has
ever seen. ‘His ideas that sounded so good in the classrooms of Harvard and Yale haven’t really worked out well in the real
world,’ Rubio said during a speech to the South Carolina Republican Party, according to reports. ‘For all the policy
disagreements that we may have with the president, it is hard to understate how much he inspired people across this country
four years ago, with his promises to unite America and lift it up. The man who today occupies the White House and is running
for president is a very different person. We have not seen such a divisive figure in modern American history as we have over
the last three and a half years.’” [The Hill, Blog Briefing Room, 5/20/12]
Rubio Will Receive The Annual Tributo Award At the Latino’s Coalition Annual Economic Summit. According to
Hispanically Speaking News,”The Latino Coalition, the leading Latino non-profit small business organization founded in 1995

with a commitment of building communities and partnerships for a stronger America, announced that U.S. Senator Marco
Rubio of Florida will provide a keynote address and receive the annual Tributo Award at its Annual Economic Summit. The
event, held during National Small Business Week (occurring May 20-26 this year), will focus on procurement, business
development, and trade opportunities. Each year The Latino Coalition’s Annual Economic Summit attracts a who’s who of
U.S. policymakers and national business leaders as well as hundreds of Latino small business owners from across the country.”
[Hispanically Speaking News, 5/12/12]
Rubio Said That It Was “Offensive” To Say He Would Not Appeal To The Broader Hispanic Population. According
to Politico, “Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, who’s been grabbing national headlines as a new generation Republican and potential
running mate for Mitt Romney, is pushing back against suggestions that he would be of minimal value on the presidential
ticket because as a conservative Cuban-American, he might not appeal to a broader Hispanic population. Such a notion, he
said, is ‘offensive.’ ‘I’ve never said that me or anybody’s last name ends in a vowel automatically guarantees anything,” Rubio
shot back during at interview at his home here. ‘I’ve never claimed that and, more importantly, I would say that’s borderline
offensive.’ The concept of Rubio not being popular among non-Cuban Latinos is a touchy topic for him, as the one-term
senator and tea party favorite tries to present himself as concerned about the plight of illegal immigrants and the economic
hardships of Hispanics. Last week, he began floating an alternate version of the DREAM Act, which would offer some shortterm residency opportunities for the children of illegal immigrants. The Democrats’ version — uniformly opposed by
Republicans — would offer minors conditional permanent residency.” [Politico, 5/6/12]
Rubio Was Named To The List Of One Of The 100 Most Influential People In The World. According to Time, Jeb
Bush said of Rubio, “‘I knew there was something special about Marco Rubio when I first met him as a young Republican city
commissioner. Bilingual and bicultural, he represents the best of the emerging second generation of Cuban immigrants. His
ascendancy in politics has not surprised me or the people who know him. Rubio’s abiding faith in the promise of America is
so compelling. Today Senator Rubio, 40, is an eloquent voice for limited government, entrepreneurial capitalism and a robust
foreign policy. Watching him operate in D.C. is refreshing as he continually seeks common ground with Democrats on issues
like job growth and immigration without violating principle. Rubio is the real deal, and I for one look forward to watching him
contribute to the rebuilding of our great country in the years to come.’” [Time, 4/18/12]
Rubio Received Protection From The West Miami Police And U.S. Capitol Police After He Was Subject To A
Threat That Was Deemed Credible. According to the Miami Herald, ”Florida Sen. Marco Rubio was the subject of a threat
deemed credible enough to merit police protection in Washington D.C. and at his home in West Miami, The Miami Herald
has learned. The freshmen Senator has rocketed to national political stardom in recent weeks as he jumps to the top of
Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney’s shortlist of potential running mates. From CNN to the Daily Show, Rubio
has become a staple of cable-news chatter about whether Romney would offer him the spot and whether he’d take it. Rubio
also plans to release an autobiography in June. But the fame has made him not just a magnet of criticism but now the target of
a threat, Rubio’s office confirmed. No additional information about the threat will be released for now. The U.S. Capitol
Police, in conjunction with the West Miami Police Department, are providing security and investigating. Neither agency could
be reached for an official comment.” [The Miami Herald, 4/24/12]
Rubio Did Not Attend A November 2012 Florida Tea Party Convention. According to The Florida Independent,
“Representatives from the offices of Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., and Gov. Rick Scott report that neither will be attending the
Florida Tea Party Convention scheduled for this weekend, despite their inclusion on the event’s agenda. Both are included as
speakers on the current convention agenda, along with a slew of right-wing activists and speakers. Alex Burgos, Rubio’s
communications director, tells The Florida Independent that the senator will not be attending the convention in Daytona
Beach.” [The Florida Independent, 10/31/11]
Rubio Defended Speaker Byrd’s Use Of Taxpayer Money To Call Floridians About Legislative Accomplishments.
“That annoying phone call interrupting your dinner could soon be from House Speaker Johnnie Byrd, spending your tax
money to tell you what he and his colleagues have been doing on your behalf. Byrd’s office is soliciting proposals from phone
bank operators capable of placing ‘50,000 thirty-second messages in one hour and 120 different messages simultaneously’ to
‘better inform constituents about the important work being done in Tallahassee by the Florida House of Representatives,’
according to documents obtained by The Palm Beach Post. House Majority Leader Marco Rubio, R-Miami, said he wasn’t
aware of the details of the proposal, or the costs. However, he said the idea was not to raise Byrd’s name recognition for a
possible run for higher office, but constituents’ awareness of day-to-day events in Tallahassee. Duncan McCully, director of
communications for the international polling firm Zogby International, said some of the features Byrd wants from the phone
bank vendor sound more like a political campaign than constituent service.” [Palm Beach Post, 1/20/03]

Rubio’s Legislative Conference On Property Insurance Cost The State $10,500. “While state lawmakers labored Monday
over how to help Floridians still coping with insurance expenses resulting from the hurricanes of 2004 and 2005, they also
started running a tab expected to cost the state $10,500. House Speaker Marco Rubio’s spokesman defended the decision,
saying the University Center Club, inside FSU’s Doak Campbell Stadium, was ‘more conducive to panel discussions and breakout sessions.’ But some Democrats, noting five floors of committee rooms in the House building and a House chamber that
accommodates all the members, questioned the expense, and even the purpose, of the conference. With about 25 percent of
the House’s 120 members new to the Capitol this year, Rubio called House members to Tallahassee this week for a three-day
conference on property insurance to prepare them for the special session. The conference replaces committee meetings, which
had been scheduled this week.” [Palm Beach Post, 12/5/06]
Op-Ed: In 2008, Rubio Authorized Six House Members To Attend The National Council Of State Legislators
(NCSL) Conference And 17 House Members To American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) Conference, Five
of The Six Attendees To The NCSL And Four Of The Attendees To The ALEC Were Not Returning To The
Legislature. “House Speaker Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, approved six members for the NCSL and 17 for ALEC, plus one
- term-limited Rep. Mitch Needelman of Melbourne - for the Southern Legislative Conference in Oklahoma City, July 11-15.
Rubio also authorized travel for nine House staff members to New Orleans and two to Chicago. The conservative ALEC
drew 11 senators - only one of them a Democrat, Miami Sen. Larcenia Bullard. All are unopposed or have two years left in
their terms, except for Sens. Burt Saunders, R-Naples, who is running for Congress, and Dan Webster, R-Winter Garden, who
is retiring. But five of the six House members going to the NCSL in New Orleans are term-limited and won’t be in the House
to share what they learn with future legislators. Four of the Chicago-bound House members won’t be returning for the 200910 sessions. Either because of the state’s incredibly tight finances, or for election-year appearances, Pruitt and Rubio were
fairly conservative in authorizing travel to summer conferences. But the work of the Legislature goes on, even in bad times,
and the learning is valuable.” [Tallahassee Democrat Bill Cotterell, 7/7/08]

CAMPAIGN FINANCE
Financial Disclosure Penalties
FEDERAL
Rubio Was Fined $8,000 By The FEC For Taking More Than $210,000 In Illegal Donations. “GOP Golden Boy and
oft-mentioned VP pick Marco Rubio has agreed to pay an $8,000 fine for taking more than $210,000 in illegal donations to his
2010 Senate campaign, according to documents filed Friday. In a settlement with the Federal Elections Commission, Rubio
acknowledged that he accepted $210,173 in “prohibited, excessive, and other impermissible contributions,” including more
than $83,000 he failed to identify as improper contributions even after an internal campaign finance audit. According to
Politico, the donations came from more than 100 individuals, as well as two corporate donors, which is illegal. Rubio also
accepted $26,000 for his Senate primary campaign after he had already won the party’s nomination. By itself, the FEC fine is
probably not a dealbreaker for Rubio’s vice-presidential prospects. FEC regulations are complex, and plenty of politicians
violate the rules without much blowback. Moreover, in Rubio’s case, the mistakes are perhaps understandable given the high
volume of cash that flooded into his Senate campaign from national donors.” [Business Insider, 4/30/12]


Rubio’s $8,000 Find Was The Not First From The FEC. According to the Miami Herald, “The $8,000 fine the FEC
slapped Sen. Marco Rubio with was not his campaign’s first violation. In January, the campaign paid a $1,360 fine for
failing to disclose a number of campaign contributions made within 48 hours of the 2010 general election. The FEC had
said Rubio failed to disclose 36 contributions totaling $92,440 and proposed a $9,904 fine. But the campaign contested
that, and the FEC agreed only six contributions were not disclosed as required… A few days earlier, before the 48 hour
window, Rubio’s campaign got a flood of money from contributors and corporate PACs, including $5,000 each from
Exxon Mobil, Geo Group and Las Vegas Sands Corp. PAC.” [Tampa Bay Times, 4/30/12]

FLORIDA
Rubio Was Late Filing His 2007 Financial Disclosure Form. “Financial disclosure reports are required by state law of all
legislators and various nonelected officials and state board or agency appointees. They are also required of local elected and
nonelected officials. The forms show net worth - a person’s assets minus liabilities - and can include investment and real estate
information that can identify potential conflicts of interest. The penalties for not filing forms on time are fairly relaxed, and
since the state Ethics Commission is an agency within the legislative branch, legislators basically police themselves. For
example, there is a two-month grace period for tardy forms, meaning fines do not begin to be assessed until September. That
led Rep. Audrey Gibson, D-Jacksonville, to delay her filing. Gibson is the only Northeast Florida legislator who has not filed
her form, although she said she plans to do so in August. “I’ve given myself that leeway so I can get all my documents
together,” Gibson said. ‘There’s no penalty. It’s not like a campaign finance disclosure.’ Gibson isn’t alone; House Speaker
Marco Rubio hasn’t filed his disclosure form either. Spokeswoman Jill Chamberlain said Rubio is waiting for his accountant to
finish compiling his income tax records, which he intends to attach to his disclosure form.” [Florida-Times Union, 7/14/07]
Rubio Was Fined $9,904 For Failing To Disclose 36 Donors Who Gave More Than $1,000 To His Campaign Within
48 Hours Of The General Election; One Of The Donors Was Sheldon Adelson’s PAC, Las Vegas Sands Corporation.
According to the Miami Herald’s Naked Politics Blog, “After Sen. Marco Rubio’s 2010 campaign, the Republican senator was
fined $9,904 for failing to disclose information about 36 donors who gave more than $1,000 to his campaign within 48 hours
of the general election, according to a Federal Election Commission filing made public this week. Here’s the link:
http://eqs.sdrdc.com/eqsdocsAF/00126440.pdf The donations totaled $92,440. Among the donors listed as not being
disclosed in the 48-hour window? The Las Vegas Sands Corporation PAC, the political action committee of casino mogul
Sheldon Adelson. His super PAC, Winning Our Future, has propped up Newt Gingrich’s 2012 presidential bid with millions
of dollars in contributions. Rubio’s legal team from Holtzman Vogel in 2011 fought back against the fine, successfully proving
to the FEC that only six of the donors were actually not disclosed properly. The Federal Election Commission dropped the
fine to $1,360.” [Miami Herald, Naked Politics Blog, 3/23/12]

Rubio’s Leadership PAC, Reclaim America, Raised $563,000 In The Last Quarter Of 2011; Donors Included
Lobbyists From AT&T And The American Bankers Association. According to the Orlando Sentinel, “In October,
supporters of U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio invited allies to attend a different type of fundraiser — not to benefit Rubio but to
collect cash that the first-term Florida Republican could dole out to his friends and GOP candidates across the country. By
every measure, it was a success. Rubio raised tens of thousands of dollars, part of the $563,000 collected by his so-called
“leadership” political-action committee in the final three months of 2011… Among the co-hosts of his October fundraiser,
where tickets sold for as much as $5,000, were AT&T and several top-tier lobbyists, including Peter Blocklin of the American
Bankers Association and Frank Donatelli, a lobbyist whose clients include the National Basketball Association.” [Orlando
Sentinel, 2/14/12]
Rubio’s Leadership PAC, Reclaim America, Pulled In $563,000; Raised More Than Eric Cantor, Mitch McConnell,
And Rand Paul. According to The Sunshine State News, “Sen. Marco Rubio’s Reclaim America PAC raised $563,390 in its
first four months, an FEC report filed today shows. The money came from more than 3,000 donors in 25 states and the
average donation was $188. It’s an impressive haul that exceeds what a number of other top Republicans raised in the last
period, including Eric Cantor, Mitch McConnell and Rand Paul.” [Sunshine State News, 1/31/12]
Rubio And His PACs Received $95,214 In 2010 And 2011 From Private Equity Firms. According to the Tampa Bay
Business Journal, “What the Private Equity Growth Capital Council failed to mention was how much members of Congress in
both political parties have received from individuals connected to private equity firms, said MapLight, a nonprofit, nonpartisan
research organization that looks at money’s influence on politics. From Jan. 1, 2007 through June 30, PACs and other
individuals connected to private equity and investment firm interest groups gave more than $17 million to lawmakers, with
Democrats getting nearly two-thirds of the contributions, MapLight said. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fl., received $95,214 in 2010
and 2011, while Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fl., received $80,300 since 2001, MapLight said.” [Tampa Bay Business Journal, 1/11/12]
Rubio’s “Reclaim America” PAC Received Support From “Big Miami-Dade Names.” According to The Miami
Herald’s Naked Politics Blog, “Big Miami-Dade names are lining up behind Sen. Marco Rubio’s Reclaim America PAC: Superlobbyist Brian Balard, American Conservative Union chief Al Cardenas, Pepe Fanjul of Florida Crystals, Newt Gingrich’s new
Florida campaign chief, Jose Mallea; Florida House Republican leader Carlos Lopez-Cantera, Jorge and Aleyda Mas of
MasTech.” [The Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 12/11/11]
Rubio Spent $20,000 on Research With the Firm That Did Palin Research for McCain Campaign. Rubio spent
$1,420.63 with MB Public Affairs, Inc. for “Research Consulting” in the fourth quarter of 2011. According to MB’s website,
Andrew Davis is of counsel there. Davis’ bio says, “Andrew Davis has extensive experience in political and public affairs
campaigns across the country. In 2008, Davis led a team of seven researchers in Alaska for the Republican National
Committee and McCain/Palin. In 2006, he served as Research Director for California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s
successful re-election campaign.” [Rubio 4th Quarter FEC Report; MB Public Affairs website, Accessed 2/1/12]
Rubio Spent $270,000 On Direct Mail in Three Months of an Off-Cycle. Between October and December of 2011,
Rubio’s campaign spent $271,884.5 on direct mail, including $50,000 with 601 Direct; $60,850.24 with Gridiron
Communications; $25,787.42 with Integram; $110,766.26 with MDI; and $24,480.58 with Southwest Publishing & Mail.
[Rubio 4th Quarter FEC Report, Accessed 2/1/12]
In August Of 2011, Rubio Began To Fundraise For His Leadership PAC “Reclaim America.” “Leadership PACs, such
as the one Rubio has created, have been found to provide a ‘major loophole’ in lobbying rules. Lobbyists are able to give large
amounts of cash to a PAC, but are not allowed to give that kind of money directly to politicians. ProPublica has reported that
with these types of groups, ‘lawmakers are free to spend the leadership PAC money pretty much as they wish.’ The Florida
Times-Union reports that Rubio has already started ‘sending out e-mail blasts asking for checks’ for the PAC.” [Florida
Independent, 8/15/11]
Op-Ed: Rubio Was Hyper-Partisan When He Founded His Leadership PAC. “ Unfortunately, that seems to matter
little to Rubio, the crusading warrior. Eight months into his Senate term, Rubio has formed a “Reclaim America” PAC that,
according to a fundraising email, is meant to help elect Republicans who will “stand up to Obama, instead of with him.” More
confrontation instead of compromise. Just what this nation needs. Such hyper-partisanship may be what the GOP’s
conservative wing wants from its elected officials. But such hyper-partisanship is the last thing the public writ large wants after
the dysfunctional show both parties put on in Congress. Don’t take my word for it. Read the polls.” [Victor Schaffner Orlando
Sentinel, 8/14/11]

Rubio Formed Leadership PAC Known As “Reclaim America PAC.” “Sen. Marco Rubio has formed a political action
committee he said will be used to help elect other conservatives. It was only a matter of time. Elected in November, the
Florida Republican has quickly added to his national profile. A PAC could extend his influence. ‘Today, our country is headed
in the wrong direction. Unsustainable debt. Un-controllable spending. And typical politicians in both parties who are more
interested in reflecting public opinion than leading it. We simply cannot continue down this road Washington is taking us,’ he
wrote in a message to supporters. ‘That’s why I’ve started the Reclaim America PAC.’ [St. Petersburg times Blog, 8/10/11]
Rubio Was The Number One Recipient Of Koch Brothers Money In 2010 Senate Races; Received More Money
Than Anyone Running For National Office Outside Of Kansas. “Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., has made no secret of his
pro-business agenda since taking office in January. It comes as little surprise, then, that his 2010 campaign was backed largely
by industries he now supports. Data obtained by the Center for Responsive Politics from the Federal Elections Commission
shows that Rubio was the largest recipient of Koch Industries campaign money for U.S. Senate races in 2010. He also received
more money than anyone running for national office outside of Kansas, where Koch Industries is headquartered. Florida is
home to a major Georgia-Pacific paper mill (Georgia-Pacific is a subsidiary of Koch Industries) that has been at the center of a
major battle between Koch industries and environmental regulators. Many of Rubios other campaign donors have connections
to the Koch brothers. Some are more closely affiliated with the Kochs than others, but all those with ties are plugged into the
national network of business leaders and anti-tax and an-ti-regulation advocates that Charles and David Koch have
endeavored to build through conferences and think tanks. The largest single contributor to Rubios campaign by far was the
economic libertarian organization Club for Growth, whose members gave $346,450. Club for Growth has had ties to the
Kochs since its founding in 1999. One of the groups directors, Howard Rich, is also a director of the Cato (NYSE:CATO)
Institute, a think tank that Charles Koch provided the initial funding for and on whose board of directors David Koch now
sits. [The Florida Independent, 3/14/11]
Esther Nuhfer Who Was Part Of Congressman Rivera’s Campaign Finances Controversy, Donated $2,400 To
Rubio. “Freshman Rep. David Rivera (R-Fla.), who has recently come under fire for questionable campaign expenditures,
declared himself this week to be ‘most transparent member of Congress.’ Such declarations have not stemmed the debate
swirling over his personal and campaign finances. The controversy centers on $817,000 spent on a political consultant, Esther
Nuhfer, since the 2006 election cycle. Nuhfer works for Communications Solutions, Inc. in Miami. The company received
more than $196,000 from Rivera’s campaign between September and October of 2010 alone, according to research by the
Center for Responsive Politics. Notably, Nuhfer herself has given contributions directly to Rivera. A Center for Responsive
Politics analysis indicates she gave $4,400 to Rivera during 2010. She also donated $2,400 to Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), who
was elected in November, and $1,325 to the U.S.-Cuba Democracy PAC.” [Capital Eye Blog, 3/1/11]
In 2011, Rubio Received $2,500 From Romney’s Free And Strong America PAC. “Romney’s Free and Strong America
PAC sent $83,500 to 40 members of Congress Tuesday, for a total of $208,000 sent to lawmakers’ campaigns this year. Two
senators made Romney’s list this time: Roger Wicker of Mississippi, who received $5,000, and Marco Rubio of Florida, who
got $2,500. Rubio - a rising national star and a key player in Florida’s critical early primary - is the only one of the 40 recipients
who isn’t up for reelection in 2012.” [Politico, 3/1/11]
Rubio Raised $20 Million For His 2010 Senate Run, Was $939,000 As Of November 2010 And Was Able to Pay It Off
As He Benefited From A Debt Retirement Fundraiser Hosted By Lobbyists. “Angle bested the fundraising totals of
California Democratic Sen. Barbara Boxer ($25.7 million), Reid ($22.6 million), and fellow tea party favorite, Florida Sen.-elect
Marco Rubio ($20 million). Angle also shattered the impressive numbers of tea party darling Minnesota Rep. Michele
Bachmann (Minn.), who led all House candidates this cycle by generating $13.3 million. Both Reid and Rubio, for example,
reported unpaid debts. Reid had $419,000 and Rubio had $939,000 as of Nov. 22. But having secured seats in the nation’s
most powerful institution for the next six years, both can easily turn to K Street lobbyists and others to erase their debt. Rubio
already has. Florida’s next Senator benefited from a debt retirement fundraiser earlier this month at Hotel George hosted by
some of the GOP’s top Washington lobbyists. They included Walmart’s political action committee; the head of the National
Association of Wholesaler-Distributors; Charlie Black, a principal in Prime Policy Group; and Drew Maloney, managing
director of Ogilvy Government Relations.” [Roll Call, 12/13/10]
Op-Ed: Rubio Donated $1,500 In Campaigns Funds For An Event Organized By His Sister-In-Law. “Last weekend,
pro-Democrat blogger Joy Reid noted that the campaign of Marco Rubio in March had cut a $1,500 check to St. John
Neumann Catholic Preparatory School in Miami. FEC records indicated the money was for “registration,” and Reid -- author
of the Reid Report [link] -- wondered if maybe Rubio, whose use of a GOP credit card had already been questioned, had paid
his kids’ tuition with campaign money. The campaign quickly dismissed the item, saying, ‘It’s bogus. His kids don’t even go
there. It was to sponsor some event they were doing and as it turns out they couldn’t take money from a campaign so the

check was never cashed and then voided.’ Gotcha. Kids don’t go there. Check was voided. The event Rubio tried to sponsor -a fishing tournament -- was organized by who? His sister-in-law? No. Cos we’re sure the campaign would have mentioned that
fact in the many e-mails suggesting that we were morally bankrupt for even asking about the donation. And the schools folks,
they certainly would have brought it up when we asked them, right? Well, it’s true. Joy Reid [link] poked around a little more
and posted the item Wednesday. You can read it here [link], but the takeaway is that the campaign wrote a check to sponsor an
event organized by Rubio’s sister-in-law. As mentioned above, the school never cashed the check. Now, none of this is illegal
or even particularly improper -- campaigns pretty routinely sponsor tables, for example, at charity fundraisers. So why was the
campaign so defensive? Why put up such a fuss when it could have simply said: ‘No, he wasn’t paying tuition. The campaign
was sponsoring a fishing tournament fundraiser organized by his sister-in-law. Marco thinks it’s a good school.’” [Jim Stratton
Orlando Sentinel, 10/14/10]
By March Of 2010 Rubio Received $14,000 Of The Sugar Company Florida Crystals Corporation; Criticized Crist
Over His Deal With U.S. Sugar. “It’s hard to overestimate how personally important Gov. Charlie Crist considers the halfbillion-dollar land deal he brokered with U.S. Sugar Corp. in the name of Everglades restoration. In a nationally televised
interview with Fox News on Monday night, he spoke of it as a way to ‘honor God’s work’ and again equated the proposed
73,000-acre deal to the purchase of the first national park. ‘Our administration has been very focused on it, just like Teddy
Roosevelt would have been,’ Crist told Fox host Greta Van Susteren. Amid an increasingly vicious race against Marco Rubio
for a seat in the U.S. Senate, a key component of Crist’s political legacy now faces a critical vote Thursday before a much
lesser-known political body: the governing board of the South Florida Water Management District. All of this, in the context
of the Crist-Rubio U.S. Senate race, served as a reminder that in the universe of Florida politics, Big Sugar -- meaning U.S.
Sugar and Florida Crystals -- is at the center. In this case the two agro giants have backed opposing candidates. Rubio, backed
by Crystals, blasted the U.S. Sugar land deal on national television as a ‘massive, taxpayer-funded bailout’ for the Crystals
competitor. ‘Charlie Crist’s bailout plan will require higher taxes and increased debt and it does nothing for the Everglades,’
Rubio said. Crist dismissed the criticism and pointed to the $14,000 or more in campaign contributions that Rubio received
from Crystals executives. Meanwhile, campaign finance records show that U.S. Sugar executives, family members, attorneys
and lobbyists have funneled at least $103,000 to Crist.” [Palm Beach Post, 3/10/10]
Rubio Returned $3,500 In Contributions Because He Failed To Deposit Them In A Five Day Period During The
Session. “House Majority Leader Marco Rubio, a Miami Republican, said he’ll give back about $3,500 in contributions that he
said were wrongly recorded as being received during the session - and which violated a rule that requires contributions to be
deposited within five days. Rubio presented copies of the checks, showing they were dated before the session started - but
weren’t deposited until late mid-March. The five-day rule was enacted so that candidates can keep tabs on how much cash the
opposition has available. ‘You don’t correct a stupid mistake by ignoring it,’ Rubio said. ‘I’m not going to take any chances.
The checks will be returned.’” [The Miami Herald, 7/21/03]

Industry Contributions
In 2004, With A War Chest Of $150,000, Rubio Faced Off A Against Democrat Laura Leyva An Owner Of A
Healthcare Consulting Company. “For the past two elections, State Rep. Marco Rubio has been unopposed for the District
111 seat. But this year, a Democratic businesswoman says she wants to put her knowledge of healthcare issues to work in
Tallahassee. Laura Leyva, who owns Physician Consultants Inc. - a company that provides consulting to healthcare
organizations - is challenging Republican Rubio in the Nov. 2 election. If elected, Levya said she would work on ways to offer
affordable insurance to people. With a sizable campaign chest of about $150,000 - nearly 12 times more than Leyva’s - Rubio
said he still isn’t sure how he will spend it. ‘I’m still looking at the best strategies,’ Rubio said, adding that his goal is to tell
voters what he has done and what he will do.” [The Miami Herald, 9/19/04]
Rubio Raised $99,255 In His First Bid For The Florida House; Received Contributions From Lobbyists. “West
Miami Commissioner Marco Rubio goes into Tuesday’s state House District 111 election with a campaign coffer nearly
quadruple that of his opponent. Rubio, 28, a Republican, has raised $99,255 - $29,000 of that from Dec. 18 through Jan. 6.
Democrat Anastasia Garcia, 30, has a total of $24,258 in her war chest. They are competing for the seat that was occupied by
Rep. Carlos Valdes, a Republican who was defeated in a state Senate primary in November. It’s a mixed bag for Rubio, who
has received donations from the Dade County Medical Association ($500), the United States Sugar Corporation ($500) and
several allies of Miami-Dade County Mayor Alex Penelas - lobbyists Brian May, Chris Korge and Rodney Barreto, $500 apiece.
Penelas, a Democrat, made a cameo appearance at Rubio’s victory party during the GOP primary runoff Jan. 11. He also
hosted a fund-raiser for Rubio in November. ‘Alex has been a personal friend and supporter of mine; he has helped me raise

money as many other friends and supporters have,’ Rubio said. Another Rubio contributor is influential lobbyist Ronald Book,
who represents 38 clients before the Legislature. He donated $1,000; his wife, Patricia, gave $500. ‘Whenever I receive any
contribution, I make it very clear: They buy into my agenda; I don’t buy into theirs,’ Rubio said.” [The Miami Herald,
1/22/00]

WALL STREET/HEDGE FUNDS- SENATE BID
Rubio Raised Money From Hedge Fund Managers And Lobbyists During The 2010 Election; Received $26,000
From “People Associated With Koch Industries.” According To The Bradenton Herald, Rubio raised money from hedge
fund managers and lobbyists from the health care and oil industries. Out of the $20 million he raised, Rubio raised $7 million
in small donations. “On the same day in June that the U.S. House of Representatives passed expansive Wall Street reforms, an
influential hedge-fund manager who strongly opposed the legislation was holding a fundraiser in his Manhattan apartment for
Marco Rubio. Rubio was in Miami but collected thousands of dollars for his U.S. Senate campaign that day, and people
associated with the hedge fund contributed $117,000 overall as his long-shot bid took off. Now as Rubio and other newly
elected Republicans take office, the financial industry is depending on their clout to undo some of the regulations. The same is
true for the healthcare industry that poured millions into candidates like Rubio who pledged to ‘repeal and replace’ the
landmark legislation Congress approved this year. Conservative donors and interest groups like the Club For Growth
contributed heavily, as did the securities and investment sector with nearly $600,000. Taken together, his financing shows a
politician with strong grassroots support, but also one closely aligned with the establishment GOP and the hardline posture
that drove the election.” [The Bradenton Herald, 11/20/10]
In The Final Week Of The 2010 Campaign Crist Characterized Rubio As A Phony Who Was Against Seniors And
That He Has Raised Money From Wall Street Because He Wants To Privatize Social Security. “People ‘are tired of
the games and the name-calling and the politics of personal destruction,’ Gov. Charlie Crist declared in April while announcing
he would run as a nonpartisan candidate for U.S. Senate. It fit perfectly with Crist’s image - the happy warrior, the
painstakingly polite everyman, the fellow that Jeb Bush once described as ‘about the nicest guy I’ve ever met in politics.’
Except Crist’s speech on St. Petersburg’s waterfront came just after he spent more than $1 million in TV ads casting
Republican rival Marco Rubio as a phony, big-spender who shouldn’t be trusted. And it preceded millions more in TV
spending trashing Rubio as a right-wing extremist who wants to ‘balance the budget on the backs of seniors.’ Not to mention
the ads calling out Rubio and Democrat Kendrick Meek for scandal and corruption. Nor did he make apologies for suggesting
Rubio still wants to privatize Social Security, despite Rubio’s categorical denials. ‘He’s raised a ton of dough from Wall Street
and I think there’s got to be a reason. The privatization issue may be part of that,’ said Crist, noting that Rubio has also said
everything should be on the table for Social Security.” [St. Petersburg Times, 10/28/10]

HEALTH CARE- SENATE BID
The Health Care Industry Gave Over $270,000 To Rubio’s Senate Bid. “The health care industry gave over $270,000.”
[The Bradenton Herald, 11/20/10]

REAL ESTATE- SENATE BID
Real Estate Interests Gave $350,000 To Rubio’s Senate Bid. “Real estate interests gave $350,000, according to data
collated by the nonpartisan Center for Responsive Politics.” [The Bradenton Herald, 11/20/10]

OIL AND GAS- SENATE BID
Oil And Gas Gave At Least $109,000 To Rubio’s Senate Bid. “The oil and gas industry, which has been fighting to drill in
the waters off Florida, gave the pro-drilling Rubio at least $109,000.” [The Bradenton Herald, 11/20/10]

SECURITIES AND INVESTMENT- SENATE BID

Securities And Investment Industry Gave Nearly $600,000. “The securities and investment sector with nearly $600,000.”
[The Bradenton Herald, 11/20/10]

Rubio’s Campaign Contributions
Rubio Contributed $1,100 to Federal Republican Campaigns. We have identified two federal campaign contributions,
totaling $1,100, made by Rubio since 2008. All recipients of Rubio’s contributions were Republican campaigns for federal
office.
The contributions are detailed in the following table:
Beneficiary of Contributions
Office Sought
Date of Contributions
Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R)
House of Representatives
08/20/2008
Republican Party of Florida
Party
08/07/2008
Total:
[CQMoneyLine Contributor Search, “Marco Rubio, http://moneyline.cq.com]

Amount
$500
$600
$1,100

Rubio Contributed Over $5,000 to State and Local Campaign Committees. We have identified seven state and local
campaign contributions, totaling $5,167.80, made by Rubio since 2005. Non-partisan groups that received contributions from
Rubio included the Florida Cattle Political Action Committee, the Committee for Occupational Therapy, the Florida Electrical
Political Action Committee, the Apartment Political Action Committee, and the Mortgage Bankers of Florida Political Action
Committee.
The contributions are detailed in the following table:
Beneficiary of Contributions
Office Sought
Date of Contributions
Republican Party of Florida
Party
04/22/2010
Florida Cattle Political Action Committee
PAC
10/30/2006
Charlie Crist (R)
Governor
09/15/2006
Committee for Occupational Therapy
PAC
03/01/2006
Florida Electrical Political Action Committee
PAC
10/10/2005
Apartment Political Action Committee
PAC
03/09/2005
Mortgage Bankers of Florida Political Action Committee
PAC
03/01/2005
Total:
[Florida Campaign Finance Database, “Marco Rubio,” http://election.dos.state.fl.us]

Amount
$2,417.80
$500.00
$500.00
$250.00
$500.00
$500.00
$500.00
$5,167.80

RELATIONSHIPS
Jeb Bush
Jeb Bush: Rubio’s Story Is An Immigrant Son’s Story. “This is an immigrant son’s story, more than anything else. It will
be familiar to any first-generation American, whether their parents came from Vietnam, Russia or Mexico. Many of the stories
here will strike a chord. The challenge of living in two different cultures. The hard experience of learning how to succeed
without a network of well-connected friends and family. The resentments that are directed at immigrants, simply because of
language, skin color and culture. Rubio does not gloss over those issues, but he does not fall victim to them either. He
understands that to be an American, one must remain at heart an individual – confident, hard-working, accountable and
honest. Marco’s story may be familiar in certain respects, but make no mistake, his is an exceptional rise. Students in civics,
politics and government should read this book – there aren’t many people in America who have achieved as much as Marco
has in his four decades. He explains in rich detail why some of his bold initiatives worked, and why some didn’t. He also gives
a blow-by-blow insider’s view of a political campaign in the modern era. For anyone wondering what running for public office
is really like, it would be a good education.” [Human Events, Jeb Bush, 6/29/12]
Jeb Bush Said That Romney Should Pick Rubio And That He Was The Most “Articulate Conservative Elected
Official On The Scene Today.” According to ABC News, “Jeb Bush gave an impassioned endorsement of fellow Floridian
Marco Rubio, advising Mitt Romney to pick him as his running mate and describing him as ‘the most articulate conservative
elected official on the scene today,’ and even spoke of the “great pride” he has for the U.S. senator from his home state.
‘Marco Rubio is my favorite [choice], because we have a close relationship,’ the former Florida governor told Charlie Rose in
an interview that aired on his PBS show Thursday evening. “I admire him greatly … He speaks with great passion about
American exceptionalism. I think he would lift the spirits of the campaign and provide some energy. Governor Romney is
running a very good campaign right now and closed the gap and leading in some polls, but I think this would be an added
bonus.’” [ABC News, 6/8/12]
Jeb Bush Said That Rubio Was A “True Conservative” And That He Was Bilingual. Accoring to the Ft. Myers NewsPress, “Former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush stumped for Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney on Saturday, again
pushing the spotlight off himself and shining it on Sen. Marco Rubio, Bush’s preferred choice for Romney’s running mate.
‘I’m not going to be vice president. It’s not time for me to be doing this,’ Bush said at a brief news conference before speaking
at the Ave Maria University commencement in Naples. He said he wanted to focus on his family. But Rubio is a ‘true
conservative,’ an eloquent spokesman for the Republican party, and bilingual besides, Bush said. A message left at Rubio’s
office was not returned Saturday.” [Ft. Myers News-Press, 5/5/12]
Jeb Bush Said That Rubio Would Be The Best Choice For Vice President. According to USA Today, “Former Florida
governor Jeb Bush says Sunshine State Sen. Marco Rubio would be the best vice presidential candidate to run with Mitt
Romney. In an interview with the conservative website Newsmax, Bush, the son of one former president and the brother of
another, said, ‘I am a great admirer of Mitt Romney’s and I’m a huge fan of Marco Rubio’s, and I think the combination would
be extraordinary.’” [USA Today, 4/20/12]
Jeb Bush Said That Romney Should Pick Rubio As His Running Mate. According to the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review,
“Bush, 59, the son of a president and brother of another, pushed aside any interest in running with Romney. But he has strong
feelings on whom he wants Romney to pick as a running mate. ‘Marco Rubio,’ he said of the freshman Florida GOP senator,
who served as a volunteer on Bush’s governor’s campaign. Bush described Rubio, 40, as “dynamic, joyful, disciplined and
principled.’ ‘He is the best orator of American politics today, a good family man. He is not only a consistent conservative, but
he has managed to find a way to communicate a conservative message full of hope and optimism,’ Bush said.” [Pittsburgh
Tribune-Review, 3/22/12]
After Rubio Was Selected As Speaker-Designate, Jeb Bush Offered Him To Hire People In The Executive Branch
Who Would Eventually Work For Rubio. “Shortly after Rep. Marco Rubio was designated the next speaker of the House of
Representatives, Gov. Jeb Bush said he made the Miami Republican an offer: The governor could hire people in the executive
branch for Rubio who would eventually work for him once he became speaker. Bush said he made the offer just as he has
done to other incoming House speakers and Senate presidents, saying he sees nothing wrong with using executive branch jobs
to train people who will eventually work in the most influential offices in the legislature.” [Palm Beach Post, 1/28/06]

Jeb Bush “Unleashed Chang” And Gift Rubio A Golden Sword After Being Named Speaker-Designate. “After more
than an hour of solemn ceremony naming Rep. Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, as the 2007-2008 House Speaker, Gov. Jeb Bush
stepped to the podium in the House chamber last week and told a short story about ‘unleashing Chang,’ his ‘mystical warrior’
friend. Here are Bush’s words, spoken before hundreds of lawmakers and politicians: ‘Chang is a mystical warrior. Chang is
somebody who believes in conservative principles, believes in entrepreneurial capitalism, believes in moral values that
underpin a free society. I rely on Chang with great regularity in my public life. He has been by my side, and sometimes I let
him down. But Chang, this mystical warrior, has never let me down.’ Bush then unsheathed a golden sword and gave it to
Rubio as a gift. ‘I’m going to bestow to you the sword of a great conservative warrior,’ he said, as the crowd roared. The
crowd, however, could be excused for not understanding Bush’s enigmatic foray into the realm of Eastern mysticism. In a
1989 Washington Post article on the politics of tennis, former President George Bush was quoted as threatening to ‘unleash
Chang’ as a means of intimidating other players. The saying was apparently quite popular with Gov. Bush’s father, and referred
to a legendary warrior named Chang who was called upon to settle political disputes in Chinese dynasties of yore. The phrase
has evolved, under Gov. Jeb Bush’s use, to mean the need to fix conflicts or disagreements over an issue.” [The Ledger,
9/18/05]
Rubio Hired 18 Former Jeb Bush Staffers To Work For Him In The Speaker’s Office. The News-Press discussed the
legacy of Governor Jeb Bush. “Perhaps most notably, incoming House Speaker Marco Rubio, a West Miami lawyer considered
ideological heir to Bush, has spent big money to hire 22 (Other articles have it as 18, but Rubio hired 22 in total) Bush staffers
to high-profile policy jobs. That has convinced many Rubio plans to run the House as a bastion of Bush-styled conservative
policies in the face of a more moderate Senate and governor. ‘Where you may see a legacy is in Marco Rubio’s office,’ said
Senate Democratic Leader Steve Geller of Hallandale Beach.” [The News-Press., 12/30/06]
Palm Beach Post Editorial: Rubio Served “Bold Personal Extravagance” When He Paid Staff High Salaries And
Renovated Offices; Jeb Bush’s Former Budget Director Was Paid $10,000 Per-Month For Consulting. “Before Rep.
Marco Rubio, R-West Miami, has had a chance to do anything for the people of Florida, he has done a lot for himself. The 35year-old speaker, who many in Tallahassee figure aims to be governor, U.S. senator or more, has spent $1 million on new staff
and about $600,000 on what has become a ritual every two years for each new, supposedly small-government Republican
speaker: fancier offices. Rep. Rubio’s chief of staff will make $175,000 a year, the highest salary of anyone in the Legislature.
Rep. Rubio will pay his spokesman almost $120,000, or nearly as much as the governor makes. Along with his personal staff,
Rep. Rubio made room for 18 staffers of the outgoing Gov. Bush. Rep. Rubio explains that because so many legislators are
new, having experienced staff will get those freshmen up to speed quickly. The more likely explanation is that the governor’s
people will indoctrinate new legislators to the Jeb way of thinking. The governor’s former budget director, for example, just
started as a $10,000-per-month consultant. ‘Bold public policy’ is Rep. Rubio’s goal. So far, he’s serving up bold personal
extravagance.” [Editorial Palm Beach Post, 12/14/06]
Emails Showed Rubio’s Plan To Hire Jeb Bush’s Staff. “E-mails obtained under the public records law show that Bush’s
aides created a $95,000-a-year ‘protect legacy issues’ position within the Department of Education. Other e-mails show a plan
to have House Speaker Marco Rubio hire members of Bush’s staff to work in the House -- a plan that appeared to be taking
effect when Rubio announced recently that a number of Bush’s policy and budget staffers would work for him. ‘I hope that
people that want to stay are given a chance to do so, whether it’s in the legislature or the executive branch,’ Bush said last
week.” [Palm Beach Post, 12/3/06]
Rubio Was Seen As The Natural Successor To Jeb Bush, Crist Was Not. “There is also growing evidence that Rubio,
not Crist, will emerge as Bush’s natural successor among Republicans. Just last month, Rubio hired 18 staffers from Bush’s
office, close advisers to the governor on everything from transportation to health care.
And when the Miami Republican was formally designated as the next speaker in a ceremony on the House floor last year, Bush
presented him with a golden sword -- symbolically knighting Rubio to carry on his legacy. Rubio, though, sidesteps questions
about whether the more conservative House could clash with Crist. ‘We’re about solving problems. We don’t care where the
ideas come from or who came up with them,’ Rubio said.” [Orlando Sentinel, 11/13/06]

Charlie Crist
Op-Ed: Rubio Was The Only Powerful Politician In Florida Who Consistently Challenged Crist’s “Middle-Of-TheRoad, Let’s-All-Get-Along Agenda. “Gov. Charlie Crist has a lot to be happy about: a high public approval rating, low
unemployment, another hurricane-free season. But one person keeps chipping away at the governor’s image - and he belongs

to Crist’s party. House Speaker Marco Rubio is the only powerful politician in Florida consistently challenging Crist’s middleof-the-road, let’s-all-get-along agenda. Rubio wrote an op-ed piece calling Crist’s ideas on climate change hurtful to Florida’s
economy. He wrote another one saying Crist was expanding gambling. Then, last month, he sued his fellow Republican over a
casino deal struck with the Seminole Tribe of Florida. Rubio has pushed for deeper property tax cuts, scoffing at the size of
the Crist-backed plan passed by the Legislature. By his words and actions, Rubio, 36, makes it clear that he believes that he not Crist - is the true Republican. That is stirring talk about the Miami lawmaker’s political motivations beyond 2008, when
term limits force him from the Legislature.” [Alex Leary St. Petersburg Times, 12/3/07]
Rubio’s Lawsuit Against Crist Was More Than Just About Gambling, It Had To Do With “The Future Control Of
The Party.” “Rubio is building a power base representing the conservative side, while Crist has angered some conservatives
by taking the party and the state on a more moderate, bipartisan path. The two have had either muted or open clashes over
other issues - property tax reform, property insurance reform, Crist’s climate change initiative and more. ‘In essence, it has to
do with the future control of the party, the soul of the Republican Party,’ said University of South Florida political scientist
Darryl Paulson, a Republican. Rubio, Paulson said, is ‘more in line with the conservative ideology that brought Republicans
into ascendancy in Florida, with Jeb Bush.’ Neither Rubio nor Crist agreed to be interviewed for this story. But it’s widely
thought that their differences go beyond state policy issues and into ambitions for the future. “Each of them has a political
agenda that goes beyond the position they hold now, and each of them is trying to garner support for the future,” said state
Sen. Jim King, R-Jacksonville, a legislative veteran. Rubio’s spokeswoman, Jill Chamberlin, said Rubio is asked frequently
about Crist and Bush. “He says he supports the governor and believes he does an excellent job, but it’s not his job as house
speaker to evaluate him - that’s up to the public,” she said. His [Crist’s] relationship with Rubio has been marked, on both
sides, by expressions of respect and admiration, veiling sharp disagreements. *After Crist announced a major state government
initiative and hosted a summit on climate change, Rubio wrote a newspaper column criticizing the likely costs, and held his
own forum focusing on costs. Still, he praised Crist’s initiative as “well-intentioned.” *Crist successfully opposed a favored
plan of Rubio’s to replace property taxes on homesteads with an increase in the sales tax. Now, Rubio is lukewarm in
supporting the ballot measure Crist is pushing, to go before voters Jan. 29, and has endorsed a different measure backed by a
group that has been critical of Crist. Last week, a conservative property tax reform group led by another loyal Bush staffer,
Brett Doster, endorsed the proposal Rubio backs. The gambling issue may be their sharpest division. [Tampa Tribune,
12/2/07]


Rubio And Crist Agreed On Allowing State Lawmakers To Retain their Current Position If They Ran For
Federal Office. “On one point, Crist and Rubio agree. Last spring, the Legislature enacted and Crist signed a Rubio
proposal allowing Florida officeholders to run for federal office without giving up their state posts. Though Rubio denied
it, the law was perceived as aimed at making it less risky for Crist to take a spot as a running mate on a presidential ticket.
If the ticket won, that would open the governor’s office for hopefuls, including Rubio.” [Tampa Tribune, 12/2/07]

Crist Interrupted Rubio’s Meeting With Business Leaders As The Two Competed “For The Upper-Hand In
Leading The Charge For Lower Property Taxes.” “House Speaker Marco Rubio met with top business interests today to
talk property taxes. Bottom line: The cuts ordered up by the Legislature this year are a good first step. Rubio urged support for
the Jan. 29 ‘super’ homestead exemption because, ‘No. 1, it’s hard to get a tax cut out of government to begin with and No. 2,
it’s hard to get a cut of this magnitude. It will help a lot of people save a lot of money. ... And now that our governor has come
out in favor of it so strongly, he’s going to lead that effort, and we hope that we can work together and make that happen. But
the Miami Republican made clear that the intent of the strategy session was to form ideas for the next step -- whether the
amendment passes or fails. Business wants an end to the assessment practice known as ‘highest and best use,’ a revamped
system for appealing valuation and simply lower taxes for non-homestead property. Gov. Crist made a surprise visit and
offered encouragement. But the appearance (watch the video) hinted at tension as both Republican superstars compete for the
upper-hand in leading the charge for lower property taxes. At the table: The Florida Chamber of Commerce, Realtors, Florida
Retail Federation, Florida Association of Mortgage Brokers and the Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association. Most of
those groups were not enthusiastic about Rubio’s ‘tax swap,’ which would increase sales tax to do away with property taxes on
primary homes. The idea died with opposition in the Senate, but Rubio remains interested. Still, he shifted attention away from
that today. ‘My goal at the end of the day is to fix the property tax crisis in Florida.’” [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog,
9/19/07]
Rubio Believed That The Hispanic Vote Was In Play For A Long Time To Come. “Yet all but one also-ran among the
Republican presidential contenders turned down invitations to address about 1,000 Hispanic elected officials meeting in
Orlando through the weekend. All of the leading Democrats are slated to address the National Association of Latino Elected
Officials on Saturday, making the GOP field’s absence conspicuous. ‘That’s a huge mistake,’ said Republican state Rep. Marco
Rubio, who addressed the conference Thursday along with Republican Gov. Charlie Crist. ‘The idea that the Hispanic

community is a monolithic Democratic vote -- this vote is in play and will be for quite some time.’ Rubio argued that
immigration is not the defining issue for Hispanic voters, who also care about national security and the economy. Some
Democratic senators, as well as Democratic-leaning labor unions, also opposed the legislation. ‘That being said, I think
Hispanics support immigration reform, and the unfortunate thing is that it has been communicated in an anti-Hispanic way by
some people,’ Rubio said.” [The Miami Herald, 6/29/07]
Rubio Received an Award From The National Association Of Latio Elected and Appointed Officials. “During today’s
meeting of the National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials, House Speaker Marco Rubio was awarded the
Edward R. Roybal Award for Outstanding Public Service. ‘NALEO is proud to present this year’s award to the Honorable
Marco Rubio, who has followed in our distinguished Founder’s footsteps as an exemplary public servant and leader for the
Latino community,’ the group said, citing his success in becoming speaker, ‘100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future’ and
work on property taxes. [St. Petersburg Times The Buzz Blog, 6/28/07]
Rubio Called Tom Tancredo A “Clown.” “Florida House Speaker Marco Rubio criticized what he called a small but vocal
anti-Hispanic group in his party. Rubio challenged those who opposed the immigration bill, including many of the Republican
presidential candidates to offer their own solution. ‘The Democrats have gotten a free pass on this because of all the attention
paid to clowns like Tom Tancredo,’ Rubio said referring to the Republican congressman and presidential candidate who
recently called Miami a ‘Third World country.’” [The Associated Press, 6/28/07]
Op-Ed: Rubio’s Passage Of The June 2007 Property Tax Package Made Him Seem To Be Likely Crist Successor.
“Even before this week produced what Republicans are touting as the largest tax cut in Florida history, House Speaker Marco
Rubio, 36, had amassed the kind of star power that much more experienced politicians envy. But by proving himself an ardent
conservative voice for tax relief, Rubio has carved himself a place in Florida history. The son of Cuban exiles emerged from
this latest meeting of the Legislature as the big political winner, a plausible successor to Gov. Charlie Crist and former Gov.
Jeb Bush -- and perhaps even more. ‘All of a sudden, he’s become not just a major figure in state politics but someone to
watch on the national scene,’ said Dario Moreno, a political science professor at Florida International University in Miami.
‘He’s the new hot, young Hispanic face for the Republican Party.’ Rubio, who is from West Miami, has been showcased in
recent national television broadcasts as the young, articulate and handsome speaker of the Florida House in search of huge
property tax cuts. He not only crisscrossed Florida this year on a campaign-style push for tax relief, but he prodded fellow
Republicans in the Senate to accept deeper tax cuts than they had first favored. As a result, he became the most easily
recognized leader of Florida’s property tax rebellion.” [Sun-Sentinel, 6/16/07]
Jason Garcia Op-Ed: Property Insurance Debate Highlighted Rift Between Crist And Rubio. “Gov. Charlie Crist is
expected this week to sign a far-reaching plan designed to lower insurance rates, a package that many around the Capitol credit
the new governor with driving through the Republican-controlled Legislature. But Crist was unable to get as much as he
wanted out of lawmakers in a weeklong session that signaled rising tension between him and fellow Republicans in the Florida
House -- including an eleventh-hour standoff with House Speaker Marco Rubio that briefly threatened to derail the entire
package. ‘I think the strain comes in when you have strong conservatives like me in the House . . . versus this [Crist’s] more
populist tone. I kind of get nervous -- how long can we all be warm and friendly?’ said Rep. Dennis Baxley, R-Ocala, one of
Rubio’s top deputies. ‘I think we will have a balancing responsibility with some of the populist themes.’” [Jason Garcia
Orlando Sentinel, 1/24/07]

Newt Gingrich
Newt Gingrich Believed That Rubio Would Make A Great President Someday. According to Newsmax, “Asked if
Rubio would make a good vice president, Gingrich responds: ‘Sure. I think he’d make a good president someday. He’s a very
very smart, very competent person.’” [Newsmax, 5/15/12]
Rubio Criticized Gingrich’s Spanish-Language Ad That Accused Romney Of Being “Anti-Immigrant.” According to
the Miami Herald’s Naked Politics Blog, “Sen. Marco Rubio scolded Newt Gingrich’s presidential campaign over a Spanishlanguage radio ad that accuses rival Mitt Romney of being ‘anti-immigrant.’ ‘This kind of language is more than just
unfortunate. It’s inaccurate, inflammatory, and doesn’t belong in this campaign,” Rubio told The Miami Herald when asked
about the ad. ‘The truth is that neither of these two men is anti-immigrant,’ Rubio said. ‘Both are pro-legal immigration and
both have positive messages that play well in the Hispanic community.’” [The Miami Herald, Naked Politics Blog, 1/25/12]



Gingrich Pulled Anti Romney Ads After Rubio Criticized Him. According to Fox News Latino, “GOP presidential
contender Newt Gingrich was airing an ad in the Cuban-American senator’s home state calling Mitt Romney, his rival in
the GOP primary, ‘anti-immigrant,’ and Rubio was not having it. ‘This kind of language is more than just unfortunate,’
Rubio was quoted as saying in The Miami Herald. ‘It’s inaccurate, inflammatory, and doesn’t belong in this campaign’…
No sooner did the news of Rubio’s discomfiture hit the Web than the Gingrich campaign say that it planned to pull the
radio ad out of “respect for the senator’s wishes.’ ‘We respect Senator Rubio tremendously and will remove the ad from
the rotation,’ said Gingrich’s Florida campaign leader, Jose Mallea, according to The Miami Herald.” [Fox News Latino,
1/25/12]

Jose Mallea, Rubio’s Former Campaign Manager And Gingrich’s Florida Director, Has A Miami House In
Foreclosure. According to the Miami New Times, “Former Marco Rubio campaign chief Jose Mallea -- who was just hired
this week to direct Gingrich’s Sunshine State efforts -- has a house in Coral Way in foreclosure proceedings. Mallea is a wellconnected local GOP operative with ties to City Hall and Jeb Bush’s administration, but his star rose last year when he ran
Marco Rubio’s Tea Party-tastic rise to the U.S. Senate. Gingrich, who has lately been rocketing up the polls in Florida, picked
him on Monday to head his efforts in the state, presumably in a bid to tie his campaign to Rubio’s golden boy act with local
voters. Mallea is fighting the Branch Banking and Trust Company in Miami-Dade Circuit Court over a mortgage foreclosure
on a property at SW 27th Ave. and 13th Street, records show. The bank filed for foreclosure on the house last April, and
property records show that Mallea is well underwater on the home. He bought it along with Helena Poleo in February 2008 -aka the height of Miami’s housing bubble -- for $290,000. Today, it’s valued at almost half that, at $159,000.” [Miami New
Times, 12/15/11]
Jose Mallea, Former Campaign Manager To Marco Rubio, Was Gingrich’s Florida Director; Gingrich Helped
Rubio Publish His “100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future.” According to The Miami Herald, “Republican
presidential frontrunner Newt Gingrich has hired U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio’s former campaign chief be his Florida director. Jose
Mallea, who has ties to former Gov. Jeb Bush’s political machine as well as Miami City Hall, brings Gingrich’s campaign a
wealth of connections to Florida Republicans and Miami-Dade’s Hispanic community. Mallea is also a co-owner of Local
Craft Food & Drink in Coral Gables. Mallea’s hiring has an immediate benefit for Gingrich: The name “Rubio” winds up in
the same headlines as “Gingrich.” Rubio, a vice presidential short-lister and conservative star, isn’t playing favorites in the race.
And there is no sign he is subtly favoring Gingrich, who helped the former Florida House Speaker publish his ‘100 Innovative
Ideas for Florida’s Future.’” [The Miami Herald, 12/12/11]
Newt Gingrich Said Rubio Had A Great Future But Declined To Endorse Him During The Primary Fight Between
Crist. “During an interview on his way to the Broward Republican Party’s annual Lincoln Day dinner, former House Speaker
Newt Gingrich singled out Marco Rubio, a candidate for the U.S. Senate. Gingrich said the GOP needs to be the ‘party of
solutions’ and pointed to Rubio’s “100 ideas” initiative when he led the Florida House. ‘He’s very attractive and very intelligent
and works very hard and will be a major contender,” Gingrich said. ‘I hope he has a great future.’ Asked about Rubio’s
potential Republican rival for the Senate, Gov. Charlie Crist, Gingrich softened his typically harsh criticism of President
Barack Obama’s spending plan. Crist broke with most of his party’s leaders and strongly supported Obama’s economic
stimulus package. ‘I’m not going to pick a fight with any governor in their home state,’ Gingrich said. ‘Any local politician
offered what looks like free money is always tempted to take it. The problem is that none of this money is really free...I have a
respectful disagreement with Gov. Crist.’” [The Miami Herald Naked Politics Blog, 5/7/09]
Jack Kemp And Newt Gingrich Attended Rubio’s Tw-Day Statewide Policy Summit; No Democratic Legislators
Attended. “Although it was billed as an open policy forum to help infuse Florida’s political leaders with a new wave of ideas,
the two-day conference held last week by state legislators at Universal Orlando felt at times more like a Republican Party
convention. Jack Kemp, the former GOP congressman and vice presidential nominee, opened the event by praising
conservative views and criticizing liberal ones. Gov. Jeb Bush, the undisputed leader of Florida Republicans, wound things
down Friday by highlighting his administration’s accomplishments and lightly mocking his opponents. But Democrats openly
question whether Rubio and his colleagues truly intend to embrace new thoughts. And they said the Orlando session, which
organizers said they devised as an opportunity to bring together policy experts in an array of arenas, is evidence they won’t.
The featured speakers, they note, were all ardent Republicans -- Bush, Kemp, former U.S. House Speaker Newt Gingrich and
current Florida House Speaker Allan Bense. Both of the GOP’s leading candidates for governor, Attorney General Charlie
Crist and Chief Financial Officer Tom Gallagher, also addressed the crowd. Rubio said he tried to get Democrats to attend,
inviting every member of the House and Senate and both parties’ candidates for governor Their absence proved that
Democratic leaders were more interested in election-year politics than in genuinely working together, he said. [Sun-Sentinel,
8/13/06]

Gingrich: “Rubio Will Emerge As A National Leader.” “Gingrich, the former speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives and a potential 2008 presidential candidate, wanted his picture with Rubio, a 34-year-old West Miami
Republican who will be Florida’s first Cuban-American House Speaker next fall. Rubio ‘will emerge as a national leader,’
Gingrich predicted, citing Rubio’s populist campaign to develop ‘100 Innovative Ideas for Florida’s Future.’ For Gingrich and
his followers, Rubio’s ‘100 Ideas’ has all the markings of the Contract with America in 1994, when Gingrich orchestrated the
first Republican takeover of the U.S. House in 50 years. Only this time, it is the Republicans who are running scared. Rubio, a
boyish-looking son of Cuban exiles, is no flame-throwing partisan, like Gingrich was. Nor is his mission a political coup like
Gingrich’s takeover of the U.S. House of Representatives in 1994. But ‘the devil’s in the details,’ said Towery, the Gingrich
aide, and Rubio has to plan for a second act to get past the two-year term limit on House speakers to make his agenda last. To
that end, Rubio has dismantled the centralized power the incoming House speaker traditionally amasses and transferred some
of his clout to the two men who will succeed him as House speaker: Reps. Ray Sansom, 43, of Destin, the speaker designate
for 2008 and 2009, and Dean Cannon, 37, of Winter Park, the scheduled speaker for 2010 and 2011.” [The Miami Herald,
3/20/06]

Mitt Romney
Rubio Thought That Romney Did Not Struggle With His Articulation Of The Immigration Issue. Rubio on “charges
that Mr. Romney has not articulated a clear immigration policy: ‘I don’t think he has struggled to articulate his position. He
supports legal immigration and anything he can do to improve the legal immigration system…. He doesn’t have an
immigration bill per se, but neither does the president…. This is not an issue that is easily solved on the campaign trail.’”
[Christian Science Monitor via Alaska Dispatch, 6/25/12]
Rubio Was Invited To The Romney Campaign Retreat In Utah But Declined In Order To Spend With His Family.
“But in fact, Rubio was invited to the event. He just turned down the offer. The reason: His four children, he says. ‘It’s unfair
to say of the Romney campaign that I was excluded. It’s not accurate. I was invited to go,’ Rubio said during a breakfast
meeting with reporters on Thursday. ‘I’ve been on the road since Sunday on the book thing. I have to go to Orlando for a
speech. I have to be back in D.C. Sunday for ‘Meet the Press.’ And I have a whole ‘nother week here. If I had gone to Utah, I
wouldn’t have seen my kids for 15 days. So I had a choice to make and I chose my kids.’” [Yahoo News via ABC OTUS
News, 6/21/12]
A “Knowledgeable” Source Stated That Rubio Was Not Being Vetted As Romney’s Running Mate. “Even before the
Republicans chose a presidential nominee it was widely assumed that Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., would be at the top of
anybody’s list of vice presidential candidates. The reasons are obvious: Not only is he young, charismatic and wildly popular
with conservatives, but he could also help Republicans win a key state (Florida) and make inroads with Hispanics. But
knowledgeable Republican sources tell me that Rubio is not being vetted by Mitt Romney’s vice presidential search team. He
has not been asked to complete any questionnaires or been asked to turn over any financial documents typically required of
potential vice presidential candidates. Although it is possible that Rubio may yet be asked to go through the vetting process, it
has been nearly two months since Romney named his long-time aide Beth Myers to run his vice presidential search. The fact
that Rubio has not been asked to turn over any documents by now is a strong indication that he is not on Romney’s short list
of potential running mates.” [ABC News, OTUS, 6/19/12]


Romney Said That Rubio Was Being “Thoroughly Vetted As Part Of Our Process.” “Mitt Romney told reporters
here Tuesday that his vice presidential search team is vetting Sen. Marco Rubio (Fla.), revealing that one of the Republican
Party’s biggest young stars is under consideration to be his running mate. ‘Marco Rubio is being thoroughly vetted as part
of our process,’ Romney said after gathering a press pool for an unannounced campaign stop in Michigan. Romney’s
comments came after ABC News reported that his search team had not asked Rubio to complete a questionnaire or
submit any personal financial documents. One outside Romney adviser confirmed that report to The Washington Post
later Tuesday, though the adviser left open the possibility that Romney officials could thoroughly vet Rubio at a later date.
Romney strongly denied the ABC report, which was attributed to two anonymous sources.” [Washington Post, 6/19/12]

Andrea Saul, Romney’s National Press Secretary, Said That Rubio Was A “Wheeling And Dealing Miami Lobbyist
And Politician, Always Trying To Scam The System For Personal Benefit.” According to National Review, “ABC News
had fun looking through Saul’s comments on behalf of Crist, declaring that Rubio was a ‘wheeling and dealing Miami lobbyist
and politician, always trying to scam the system for his personal benefit.’ (Saul left the Crist campaign when the governor
announced he was leaving the GOP and would run for the Senate seat as an independent.) If Rubio is on the 2012 ticket, it is

likely that the Obama campaign would run some ‘even Romney’s own staffers say Marco Rubio is a no-good so-and-so’ ads.”
[National Review, 5/3/12]
Rubio Endorsed Romney. According to The Miami Herald, “As a nasty primary drags down Mitt Romney, Florida U.S. Sen.
Marco Rubio stepped in late Wednesday with a surprise endorsement that has fueled speculation he is seeking a spot on the
ticket. Rubio’s endorsement comes one week after a political mentor of his, former Gov. Jeb Bush, endorsed Romney and
asked Republicans to get behind the former Massachusetts governor.” [The Miami Herald, 3/28/12]


Obama’s Open Mic Comment Sparked Rubio To Endorse Romney. According to the Daily Caller, “In an exclusive
interview with The Daily Caller, Sen. Rubio revealed that President Obama’s recent ‘open mic’ gaffe with Russian
President Dmitry Medvedev sparked his endorsement of Mitt Romney for president Wednesday night. ‘It’s been weighing
on my mind all week,’ he said. ‘I’ve never thought about this as a political calculation,” Rubio said of his endorsement.
‘I’m just sitting back here and watching a president that just got back from overseas — where he told the Russian
president to work with him and give him space so he can be more flexible if he gets re-elected.’ ‘The stakes are so high.
We’re not running against John F. Kennedy here,’ he said. ‘We have to win this election in November. We have to!” he
averred. “If we don’t win this election in November — and we get four more years of Barack Obama — I don’t know
what that means … But I know it ain’t good.’” [Daily Caller, 3/29/12]

Rubio Criticized Gingrich’s Spanish-Language Ad That Accused Romney Of Being “Anti-Immigrant.” According to
the Miami Herald’s Naked Politics Blog, “Sen. Marco Rubio scolded Newt Gingrich’s presidential campaign over a Spanishlanguage radio ad that accuses rival Mitt Romney of being ‘anti-immigrant.’ ‘This kind of language is more than just
unfortunate. It’s inaccurate, inflammatory, and doesn’t belong in this campaign,” Rubio told The Miami Herald when asked
about the ad. ‘The truth is that neither of these two men is anti-immigrant,’ Rubio said. ‘Both are pro-legal immigration and
both have positive messages that play well in the Hispanic community.’” [The Miami Herald, Naked Politics Blog, 1/25/12]


Gingrich Pulled Anti Romney Ads After Rubio Criticized Him. According to Fox News Latino, “GOP presidential
contender Newt Gingrich was airing an ad in the Cuban-American senator’s home state calling Mitt Romney, his rival in
the GOP primary, ‘anti-immigrant,’ and Rubio was not having it. ‘This kind of language is more than just unfortunate,’
Rubio was quoted as saying in The Miami Herald. ‘It’s inaccurate, inflammatory, and doesn’t belong in this campaign’…
No sooner did the news of Rubio’s discomfiture hit the Web than the Gingrich campaign say that it planned to pull the
radio ad out of “respect for the senator’s wishes.’ ‘We respect Senator Rubio tremendously and will remove the ad from
the rotation,’ said Gingrich’s Florida campaign leader, Jose Mallea, according to The Miami Herald.” [Fox News Latino,
1/25/12]

Through A Spokesman, Rubio Did Defend Romney Against Accusations That He Was Like Charlie Crist. According
to the New York Times’ The Caucus Blog, “Yet Mr. Gingrich, as he tries to capitalize on his momentum in the Republican
race, is trying to step into Mr. Rubio’s glow. He pointed out during his campaign stops on Tuesday that one of the advisers
who helped Mr. Rubio win his 2010 Congressional election was now on Team Gingrich. ‘As many of you know, Jose Mallea is
helping us with our campaign. He was Marco Rubio’s campaign manager,’ Mr. Gingrich said, speaking over loud applause.
“We discovered last night that Mitt Romney has picked up Charlie Crist’s campaign people. That tells you everything you need
to know about this contest… When asked to comment on Mr. Gingrich’s assertion, Mr. Rubio relayed a message through a
spokesman in Washington, saying, ‘Mitt Romney is no Charlie Crist.’ ‘Romney is a conservative, and he was one of the first
national Republican leaders to endorse me,’ Mr. Rubio said through the spokesman. ‘He came to Florida, campaigned hard for
me and made a real difference in my race.’” [The New York Times, The Caucus Blog, 1/24/12]
Rubio’s Former Senior Advisor Worked For Romney In Florida. According to the Miami Herald’s Naked Politics Blog,
“Good news for Mitt Romney. Bad news for the other Republican presidential campaigns. Alberto Martinez, a veteran Florida
political operative who most recently worked as a senior advisor to Marco Rubio’s successful Senate campaign, is now working
in a similar capacity with Romney’s presidential campaign in Florida.” [The Miami Herald, Naked Politics Blog, 1/20/12]
Romney’s Advisers Tried To “Bury” Rubio In 2010. According to the St. Petersburg Times’ The Buzz Blog, “In 2009 and
2010, before he fled the Republican Party, Gov. Charlie Crist was fighting an increasingly losing and bitter battle against Marco
Rubio for U.S. Senate. The strategy to beat Rubio: Call him a crook and a hypocrite. Among the people who helped shape or
spread the message: Stuart Stevens, Andrea Saul and Amanda Hennenberg. When Crist left the party, they all left the
campaign. Today, Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney announced the hiring of Hennenberg, who joins Saul and
Stevens. It’s quite an irony for Florida political hands. A year ago, the three came to bury Rubio. Now, the campaign they work

for praises him. Romney has suggested he’d like Senator Rubio as a running mate. Another turn of events: some Romney
supporters were recently bashing rival Rick Perry for hiring Crist campaign consultants Rich Heffley, Randy Enwright and Jim
Rimes, who also dropped Crist when he left the party. In all fairness to any of the Republicans working for Crist, they didn’t
know how erratic and deceptive he had become as he denied he was going to leave the party just before he did. As for Saul
and Hennenberg specificall, they were following orders. The campaign leaders, Stevens and Eric Eikenberg (and, to a degree,
then-Sen. and current Senate candidate George LeMieux) were plotting strategy.” [St. Petersburg Times, The Buzz Blog,
12/2/11]
Rubio Had Six Past And Current Staffers With Ties To Romney. According to Politico, “At least six past and current
Rubio Senate aides, including chief of staff Cesar Conda and his deputy, Terry Sullivan, worked for Romney’s 2008
presidential bid, establishing a direct link and a line of communication between the front-runner for the 2012 GOP
nomination and the front-runner in the Republican veepstakes. There’s also a trail of fundraisers, donors and consultants who
have overlapping relationships with Rubio and Romney. The Rubio-Romney staff connection also highlights a key trait the
two men share: They’re establishment favorites who are running extremely disciplined operations — one on the presidential
stage, the other in the Senate — that stay on message and don’t veer wildly from one strategy to the next. The overlap
between Romney and Rubio staffers could only fuel party buzz about a potential Romney-Rubio ticket. When it comes to
campaign cash, some of Romney’s biggest donors this cycle have contributed to Rubio, though the senator’s newly created
PAC has yet to report any contributions and Senate candidates are not required to release names of their bundlers.
Washington lobbyist Wayne Berman, chairman of Ogilvy Government Relations, has bundled $101,600 for Romney and has
given $1,500 to Rubio, according to Federal Election Commission reports. Ogilvy’s CEO, Drew Maloney, bundled $56,750 for
Romney and contributed $2,400 to Rubio. Other Ogilvy employees have given an additional $4,500 to Rubio.” [Politico,
10/2/11]
In 2011, Rubio Received $2,500 From Romney’s Free And Strong America PAC. “Romney’s Free and Strong America
PAC sent $83,500 to 40 members of Congress Tuesday, for a total of $208,000 sent to lawmakers’ campaigns this year. Two
senators made Romney’s list this time: Roger Wicker of Mississippi, who received $5,000, and Marco Rubio of Florida, who
got $2,500. Rubio - a rising national star and a key player in Florida’s critical early primary - is the only one of the 40 recipients
who isn’t up for reelection in 2012.” [Politico, 3/1/11]

Herman Cain
Rubio Gave Cain The Benefit Of The Doubt Over His Libya Gaffe. According to Politico, “Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.)
said Wednesday that he would give presidential candidate Herman Cain “the benefit of the doubt” over his gaffe on Libya. ‘I
wasn’t there. I know he said he was tired. I’ll give him the benefit of the doubt with regards to the circumstances that led to
that answer,’ said Rubio on MSNBC’s Morning Joe. “But the bottom line is, all of our candidates have to have answers on
these issues, and I’m confident that…we are going to nominate someone in our party that will have answers to these
questions.” Morning Joe hosts repeatedly pressed Rubio over whether he was ‘proud’ of the Republican presidential field. ‘I
am confident that we will nominate someone that will be a legitimate and effective alternative to the direction President
Obama has taken and wants to continue to take our country,” said Rubio. Asked by a host, ‘Vice President for you, right,
Senator Rubio?’ Rubio simply responded, ‘no,’ with a smile.” [Politico, 11/16/11]
Although He Did Not Formulate An Opinion On The “9-9-9 Plan” Rubio Praised Herman Cain For Offering A
Specific Proposal To Reforming The Tax System. According to The Daily Caller, “Florida Republican Sen. Marco Rubio
says he hasn’t formulated an opinion on Republican presidential candidate Herman Cain’s ‘9-9-9’ tax reform plan, but praised
the Georgia businessman for stepping up and offering a specific proposal to reform the tax system. ‘I think it’s a very good
thing that we have candidates running on the Republican side that is offering real, economic, detailed plans, whether people
agree with him or not,’ Rubio, a tea party favorite, told The Daily Caller outside the Senate floor on Tuesday. ‘I hope the
response to his plan won’t just be criticism, but alternatives,’ Rubio said. ‘And that, I think, will enrich our candidates and
make them better general election candidates.’” [The Daily Caller, 10/18/11]

Rick Santorum

Santorum Offered A Lukewarm Assessment Of Rubio, Was Concerned With His Legislative Record Because Of
The Different Constituencies He Represents. “Florida Sen. Marco Rubio has a passionate following of conservatives
urging Mitt Romney to choose him as his running mate. Rick Santorum does not seem nearly as enthusiastic about the
possible vice presidential contender. During an interview on Glenn Beck’s radio show Monday, Santorum praised Rubio as an
‘articulate spokesman’ and a ‘great future leader,’ but couched his remarks with concern about Rubio’s legislative record. ‘He
represents different constituencies in Florida than I do, and there’s some issues we don’t necessarily see eye-to-eye on,’
Santorum said when asked if he thought Rubio was ‘a true small government conservative.’ ‘But look, my sense is that
listening to him and hearing him talk and following him in his career, that he is understood like a lot of folks do that we’ve
gone through these last four or five years, that we’re reaching a point where things that he may have been able to go along
with in the past just simply aren’t viable.’” [Yahoo News via ABC News, 6/11/12]

Alan Mendelsohn
2011: Mendelsohn Was Sentenced To Four Years In Prison. According to the Miami Herald, “U.S. District Judge William
Zloch slammed a respected Broward County physician with a four-year prison sentence on Wednesday, sending a strong
message against the corrupting influence of special-interest lobbyists who raise millions for politicians in Tallahassee — in
exchange for favors… Mendelsohn was the key figure in a public corruption and tax case that saw him secretly divert $700,000
from campaign donations and other income to himself, his family and his mistress. He did not report that money to the IRS.”
[Miami Herald, 6/1/11]

MENDELSOHN HOSTED RUBIO’S FIRST U.S. SENATE FUNDRAISER
Rubio’s Leadership Committee Accepted $50,000 Mendelsohn. According to the St. Petersburg Times, “Altogether, the
[Floridians for Conservative Leadership] committee collected $228,000 in donations, including $30,000 from the Florida
Crystals sugar corporation, $10,000 from U.S. Sugar, and $50,000 from a political group run by Republican fundraiser Alan
Mendelsohn, a Broward County eye doctor indicted last year on corruption charges, who has also donated to Crist.” [St.
Petersburg Times, 3/13/10]

